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Historically, Sikhism has embraced
technology to spread its teachings,
from printed scriptures to digital
platforms  broadcasting = Gurbani
(sacred hymns) globally.

Al introduces new possibilities for
Sikh spirituality, enabling innovative
approaches to preserving, interpreting,
and sharing Gurbani. For instance, Al-
powered algorithms can assist in
translating and contextualizing
Gurbani for diverse audiences. Real-
time translation systems could make
the teachings of the Guru Granth Sahib
accessible to non-Punjabi speakers,
fostering inclusivity and interfaith
dialogue.

Transformative Applications of Al in
Sikh Practices

Al can analyze and categorize
Gurbani, aiding  scholars and
practitioners. Digital archives powered
by Al ensure the longevity and
integrity of sacred texts. Guru Granth
Sahib incorporates Punjabi, Sanskrit,
Persian, and Braj. Al-driven tools can
bridge linguistic gaps, allowing global
audiences to engage with Sikh
teachings and reconnect diaspora with
their heritage. = They create global

sangats, facilitating participation in
kirtan  (devotional singing) and
discussions.

16

These platforms can personalize
spiritual content and foster meaningful
connections. Al can optimize seva
(selfless service) initiatives.

These include langars (community
kitchens) or disaster relief. Predictive
analytics can i1mprove resource
allocation, ensuring aid reaches those
in need. Al can enhance Sikh
education through interactive modules,
including  virtual reality (VR)
experiences of historical sites and Al
tutors teaching Punjabi and Sikh
history.

Ethical and Theological
Considerations

Integrating Al into Sikh practices
raises questions about its alignment
with  Sikh  principles, such as
submission to divine will (Hukam).
Al’s role must complement, not
overshadow,  spiritual  traditions.
Ensuring doctrinal accuracy is critical,
requiring collaboration with
knowledgeable Sikh scholars.

Authenticity and sanctity must be
preserved, especially when Al tools
interpret Gurbani. Ethical guidelines
and oversight by Sikh institutions are
essential to maintain these standards.
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As Sikhism embraces Al, balancing
technological innovation with spiritual
tradition 1s crucial. Al-generated
translations should enhance, not
replace, the experience of reciting and

contemplating Gurbani. Similarly,
while virtual sangats connect global
communities, they cannot replicate the
spiritual ambiance of a Gurdwara.

The Path Forward

Al offers exciting possibilities for
Sikhism, from personalized spiritual
assistants  to  immersive =~ VR

experiences of Sikh landmarks.
However, realizing this potential
requires careful planning,

collaboration, and ethical oversight.
Sikh institutions must actively shape
AT’s development to align with the
faith’s values and principles.

By thoughtfully integrating Al, Sikh
communities can deepen spiritual
engagement, foster inclusivity, and
advance their mission of service and
equality. Al should remain a tool for

enhancing understanding, compassion,
and collective growth, ensuring
Sikhism thrives as a timeless tradition
in the modern world.
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s‘;j'e Ut g3t (Adfean 3 uste gatfsan) I3 I BEt M3H-fogsa Ifen) s‘;j'e
we d faoft wET TR o I BT R 1967 fe'm, Qg f¥cddmesm TR A
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- yrss fegrar few Yens’ w3 nft 991 fsoera =@ niger AlaT dis -
- feaGatdTfimawe MBD® g e 80 fom © ufed fud =
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Ht a9 3fg Afog A 99 I3 yas »= €59

(ST 1935 BT ‘7St fegmzs” € fuss nia @5 #D

Questions and Answers about Sri Guru Granth Sahib (SGGS) Ji

yEs 12.

yES 13.

Q13.

Ans.

(Please see Earlier Question-Answers in past issues)

Ht 3Ig dig Afaow # €t gd @9 Aues far Aas 3 1St
Iret At 2

Ht arg dig Afog #t &t gl @9 Aues A8 &t IS
(i 3Y3 HI ©HeH Afog, 8fésn) € Ags 3 1St aret
H

Where was Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji compiled the
second time?

Sr1 Guru Granth Sahib was compiled at “Sabo ki
Talwandi® presently known as Takhat Sri Damdama
Sahib.

A df IBSSFT U3 H oHeHr Afag § J9 fan aH &5
Ay e a39e 95 ?

A & IBSST 3IHI H @HeH Aoy & Ig &t I H 2
&5H &5 fAY e 9T I5I

By what other name do the Sikhs remember Sabo ki
Talwandi- Takhat Sr1 Damdama Sahib?

The Sikhs remember Sabo ki Talwandi-Takhat Sri
Damdama Sahib as “‘Guru ki Kanshi’.
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Origin of Khalsa College, Mumbai

S. Mandeep Singh Bajwa (msbajwa@gmail.com)

S. Tarlochan Singh, Ex-M.P, <tarlochan=tarlochansingh.com@groups.io> wrote:

Daily Ajit published this article on 26 January 2025. This is the history of Dr.
Ambedkar’s negotiations with the Sikh leaders in 1937. He wanted Harijans to
become Sikhs and on his advice Khalsa College Mumbai was started in 1937. (SGPC
[Nanakana Sahib] funded the project and bought over 27,000 sq yds of land for it).

Mahatma Gandhi made all efforts to shelve his move. .
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The First Sikh Preacher Mata Khivi Ji
(1506 - 1582)

Sardar Mohan Jit Singh Puri, Delhi (+91 9810854324)
Retd. General Manager, VSNL.

Mata Khivi Ji emerged from the
traditional confinement of Indian
household, liberated the women and
led them to freely participate in the
"Langar" (Free Kitchen), the Maryada
initiated by Guru Nanak Sahib. She set
an example for the coming
generations. She is the only female
whose name has found an honorable
mention in the Holy Sri Guru Granth
Sahib (SGGS).

She was the respected wife of 2nd Sikh
Guru Angad Sahib. Mata Ji always
inspired her children to adopt a noble
path. Whenever she saw that they were
going astray, she exhorted them to
leave that path because by treading on
it they would gain nothing except
frustration and humiliation.

Mata Khivi Ji was born in Sangar,
Tehsil Taran, District Amritsar, to
Mata Karan Devi Ji and Bhai Devi
Chand Ji. Her father was a shopkeeper
and very popular in the society. She
inherited all his finest attributes of
generosity and congenial spirit.

29

For her marriage, Mai Varai suggested
her brother Pheru Mal's son Bhai
Lehna Ji as the prospective husband.
Devi Chand used to visit Khadoor on
business and was acquainted with the
family of Mai Varai. Bibi Khivi Ji was
married to Bhai Lehna Jiin 1519.

Bhai Lehna Ji joined his father Bhai
Pheru Mal in his business. The
business was quite prosperous due to
their integrity and their good
behaviour towards fellowmen. On the
death of his father in 1526, the entire
burden of the family fell on Bhai
Lehna Ji.
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In the beginning Bhai Lehna Ji was a
worshiper of a goddess. Every year he
his father visited Jwalamukhi. After
the death of his father this practice
continued up to 1532. During this
period, his son Dasu (1524) and his
daughter Bibi Amro (1532) were born.
The other two children Bibi Anokhi
and son Datu were born in 1535 and
1537 respectively. The household
affairs of Bhai Lehna and Mata Khivi
were running quite peacefully.

Changes in the Life of Bhai Lehna Ji

Guru Nanak Sahib had finished his
Udasis (Spiritual journeys) and finally
settled down at Kartarpur in 1516. His
preaching of "Oneness of God and
Universal Brotherhood" and related
revolutionary thoughts were the talk of
the day in Punjab. Bhai Lehna Ji had
learnt about the Gurbani "Jap Ji Sahib"
from a Sikh named Bhai Jodha who
used to recite Guru Nanak's Bani, and
decided to visit Kartarpur where Guru
Nanak Dev Ji was residing.

There was a yearning in Bhai Lehna Ji
to have darshan of Guru Nanak Dev Ji.
Bhai Lehna Ji revealed his thoughts to
his wife (Mata Khivi Ji) who in turn
nodded in assent and said that the
house where you get peace is fortunate
and she could have no objection.

30

Bib1 Khivi's First Renunciation

In 1532, when Bhai Lehna Ji met Guru
Nanak Sahib, the yearning was so
intense that he stopped his pilgrimages
and felt that his search for truth was
fulfilled. His wandering for so many
years had come to an end. At last, he
attained peace of mind and settled
down in Kartarpur. He told his fellow
pilgrims to tell the people at Khadoor
about his decision.

One can imagine and wonder at what
the condition of Mata Khivi would
have been on hearing this news,
especially when Datu and Bibi Amro
were still very young. Bhai Lehna Ji
lived at Kartarpur from 1532 to 1539.

When Bhai Lehna Ji was preparing
himself to be acceptable to Guru
Nanak Sahib and his way of life, at that
time Mata Khivi was shouldering the
responsibility of the family, and to
provide the path to bliss. Mata Khivi
also learnt from her husband and
embraced the new faith whole-
heartedly. The women in the village
taunted her, saying that her husband
was becoming an important holy man,
and would, therefore, soon forsake her.
She knew she had nothing to worry
about and gave birth to two more
children in that period of time.
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It was due to her efforts that Lehna Ji
could transcend to the heights
achieved by Guru Nanak Sahib.
During 1532-1539 when Lehna Ji was
staying at Kartarpur, he did not break
ties with his house. He used to visit
Khadoor occasionally and he shared
his thoughts with the people of his
village and enlightened the people. At
the same time Mata Khivi Ji too had
learned the basic principles and the
sermons of Guru Nanak Sahib from
her husband, and she had seen closely
the changes in his life.

At Kartarpur, Bhai Lehna Ji devoted
himself completely to Guru Nanak and
gave up the idea of returning. At that
time Khivi Ji became bold enough to
say that "If he wears the robes of a
fakir, I will invariably adorn rags. I
will gladly accept whatever the
conditions may be ". In the mind of
Khivi Ji, this thought of Gurbani was
actively working : "God may bestow
happiness or adversities upon me, but I
shall remember Him." Bhai Lehna Ji
appreciated the qualities of his noble
wife. (He said : In prosperity as well as
in adversity, take God’s shelter, wise
female in this way you can get
nearness of your Swami - God). Mata
Khivi Ji followed this principle of
abiding by the Hukam (obedience) and
felt happy. She loved her husband
Lehna Ji too much.

31

In the Sikh history, she has been
regarded as her husband's devotee and
never entered into any controversy
with him. So much so that when Guru
Angad Dev Ji decided to pass on Guru
Gaddi to (Guru) Amar Das instead of
their sons, Mata Ji had not raised any
objection. She had bowed before the
order of her husband and made her
sons agree by making them understand
that their father's decision was
perfectly right, as they were unable to
shoulder such heavy responsibility.
She preferred her husband's decision
over her blind love for her sons.

When Bhai Lehna Ji shifted to
Khadoor and, as Guru Angad Dev Ji,
took over the great responsibility of
Guru-Gaddi, Mata Khivi took the
charge of the "Langar" (Community'
Kitchen). During 1532-1539 she might
have visited Kartarpur and understood
the traditional concepts of Langar and
Pangat. At Kartarpur she might have
participated in the community kitchen
service. When the responsibility of
"Guru-gaddi" fell on her husband, she
took over this responsibility and look
after the Sangat which used to visit
Khadoor Sahib. There the females
lived without pardah. The practical
demonstration of the dignity of
females, about which Guru Nanak
Sahib wrote in his Gurbani, was
initiated at Kartarpur.

- a®r ar a%Tr a®r ar aTr a%r a®r aTr a%Pr a®r ar a%Tr a¥%r a%r o r a¥?r a®r ar a%Pr a%%r a¥r o r o a®r ar a¥r ar a®r o o o>

o¥a
R
o¥a
R
o¥a
R
o¥a
R
o¥a
NS
o¥a
R
o¥a
R
o¥a
R
o¥a
NS
o¥a
R
o¥a
R
o¥a
R
o¥a
NS
o¥a
R
o¥a
R
o¥a
R
o¥a
R
o¥a
R
o¥a
R
o¥a
NS
o¥a
R
o¥a
R
o¥a
R
o¥a
NS
o¥a
R
o¥a
R
o¥a
NS
o¥a
R
o¥a
NS
o¥a
NS
oVa
NS
oVa
NS
oVa
NS
oVa
NS
oVa
NS
oVa
NS
oVa
NS
o¥a
NS
oVa
NS
o¥a
NS
oVa
NS
o¥a
NS
oVa
NS
oVa

R

- a®r ar a®Tr a®r a®r aTr a%r a®r aTr a%"r a®¥r ar a%Tr a¥%r a®r o r o a®r ar a%r a%%r ar o r o a®r ar a¥r ar a®¥r o o o>



7,

a¥a
nE
a¥a
nE
a¥a
nE
a¥a
nE
a¥a
nE
a¥a
nE
a¥a
nE
a¥a
nE
a¥a
nE
a¥a
nE
A
nE
A
nE
A
nE
A
nE
A
nE
A
nE
A
nE
A
nE
A
nE
A
nE
A
nE
A
nE
A
nE
A
nE
A
nE
A
S
o
nE
e
na
o
nE
o
nE
e
na
o
nE
e
na
o
nE
e
na
oVa
nE
e
naE
oVa
naE
e
naE
oVa
naE
e
naE
oVa
naE
e
naE
oVa
S

7,

Mata Khivi Ji became the first
supporter of females' independence.
She helped in breaking the old
practices and customs and prepared the
females to work side by side with the
male folks in the restructuring of the
society. It was a bold step in the 16th
century and paved the way of complete
independence for the Sikh females.
Later, Guru Amar Das Ji, the 3rd Sikh
Guru, did a lot of work in this
direction. She learnt philosophy of
Guru Nanak from her husband. It was
due to this reason that she did not find
any difficulty in sharing his duties.

When Lehna Ji was elevated as 'Guru
Angad' by Guru Nanak Sahib, he was
asked by the latter to go to Khadoor.
Guru Sahib, told her "When his
benevolent Guru ordered him to
distribute the wealth of 'Shabad'
(God's Name) the distribution of
"Food" came in your share. Sata
Balvand Ji while describing this
incident in "Rama Kali Vaar" in Sri
Guru Granth Sahib Page 967) praised
Mata Ji's nature in following words:

TS Uit 3 A6 g g3t =78
Uzl 1| Harfa =8mf3 T 9m nifis
yifa fuperssti YT d HY
8F® HoHy ®E uT@ I U IS
YHAH &% AT W HIEt Watl H3T
Hi<t Ag Rfe fafs dfe Saati
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Bhai Sahib Singh writes : Guru Angad
Sahib's wife, like her husband, is
noble. In her proximity, one gets peace
and blessings. Balvand stated that she
was very noble and good natured and
gave comfort by her politeness to
everyone and used to prepare the
'langar' with devotion. Those taking
its Prashad enjoyed the taste of milk,
and did not like to take food at own
homes. Residents of nearby villages
used to contribute vegetables, ghee and
wheat. This practice of earning by own
labour and sharing was followed.

People praised her good motherly
behaviour and help in spreading
Sikhism. When Guru Angad Sahib,
who loved children and used to teach
them Punjabi, Mata Ji used to prepare
sweet food to inspire them. She
became an ideal for the Sikhs. It was
due to this service that untouchability
and inequality varnished in Sikhism.
The caste-based people opposed this
ideology of equality tooth and nail.

Mata Khivi Ji used to get up early in
the morning, recited Gurbani, then
started serving food to the pilgrims
coming there and made arrangements
for their boarding. Guru Sahib had
vowed never to take any money from
the offerings made to the God by the
pilgrims.
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She helped Guru Sahib to make jute
ropes for his livelihood. Their children
were taught to consider the offerings in
the Gurudwara as people's fund. They
were expected to make their own
living. Mata Ji and Guru Ji would eat
only Chapattis made of barley. Once
when Guru Angad's toe was wounded
she stayed up nights to take care of it.
She was truly devoted to him and
adopted following Salok in her life.

WY J=TE AT &9 3T fag ue H'g
| 376x AR & ®ar 37 fHS ®ar R’
YIS I SGGS Page (474) i

If a person eliminates his self-conceit
and then performs service, he shall be
honored. If he merges with the one
with whom he 1s attached, his
attachment becomes acceptable. She
continuously served the community
and the Guru’s house. When Guru
Angad Dev Ji passed away, he was
succeeded by Guru Amar Das Sahib.
Guru Angad Sahib’s son Datu was
disappointed. Along with his friends,
he tried to declare himself the rightful
heir, singing hymns by themselves.
Mata Khivi Ji persuaded him that this
responsibility was too much for him
and beg his forgiveness. Guru Amar
Das Ji, who came out to meet her
halfway, forgave Datu.
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Mata Khivi Ji lived for 30 years after
Guru Angad Sahib left for his heavenly
abode in 1552. She had the distinction
of meeting five Gurus in person. Guru
Arjun Sahib attended her funeral. Her
contributions to the Sikh cause can be
divided into three parts.

In the first 20 years of her married life
before Guru Angad Sahib succeeded
Guru Nanak Sahib, she never
complained, nor did anything to deter
him from his objectives. In the second
part of her life as wife of the Guru, she
was extraordinary in her devotion and
dedication to the Sikh cause. The third
stage of her life started after her
husband died. She continued to
nourish the Sikh community and to
work tirelessly with all her heart in it.

She had a long productive life, worked
hard and was loved by all. Her pleasant

personality made a large contribution
to the spirit of hospitality, which is
now considered an essential trait of the
Sikh culture. She was the first woman
of her era who ever worked outside her
immediate  family @ home  and
obligations at a time when her children
were very young. She handled both
roles admirably well. The contribution
of Mata Khivi Ji to the Sikh cause will
be remembered reverently.
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