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Longboat hires Police Chief
from Delray Beach to lead force

More than 76 applicants from across the country wanted
to work as a Police chief on Longboat Key.

STEVE REID
Editor & Publisher
sreid@lbknews.com

Is not all hurricanes, library
fundraising and road construc-
tion on Longboat Key, there is
also important police activity that
happens on the scenes and behind
the scenes, all led by the Chief of
Police.

And Longboat
Manager Howard Tipton excit-
edly announced that Russ Mager,
who recently served as Chief of

Key Town

Police of Delray Beach, is taking
the helm at the top spot in the
Longboat Key police department
on August 4.

Longboat holds a certain cachet
as a pinnacle endnote for police
leaders nationwide desirous to
bring their skill sets for a final act
to our toney shores.

There were more than 76 appli-
cants from across the country
who wanted to work as a chief on
Longboat Key. Frank Rubino, one
of the applicants, has been serving
as Longboat’s Interim Chief since
George Turner resigned as Chief
earlier this year.

Tipton said Rubino was an
extremely strong candidate, but
that Mager’s experience running
Delray Beach brought a perfect
skill set of community policing,
storm preparedness and next gen-
eration practices that he wants to

see expanded and implemented on
Longboat.

“lI wanted someone who had a
attitude.
Delray gave him a background in

21st-century  policing

storm events, and Delray is also
an accredited department, which
is important. Chief Mager has an
impressive set of skills, leadership

See New Chief, page 2

Cirque showcases Artist on Lido Key

L

“Solo the Artist” Kirkwood talks about his art at the first stop of his Discoveries Along
The Way Pop-Up Tour at Cirgue St. Armands Beachside that happened last week.
Learn more about Solo and his work at www.solotheartist.com

Signs of
success,
progress on

St. Armands

St. Armands
Residents
Association
President Chris
Goglia released an
update this week in
which he enumer-
ates “‘a few reasons
to be hopeful about

St. Armands Key.”

Contextually. Goglia is the tip of
the spear when it comes to advo-
cating homeowners concerns to
the City of Sarasota whether the
issue be airbnb proliferation, storm
flooding, traffic or anything causing
concern. Here is his report:

St. Armands Resiliency &
Flood Mitigation Project

The City of Sarasota has asked
the County to apply federal funds

to four different stormwater and
flooding-related projects within city

See St. Armands, page 2

Baltimore
Orioles
minor league
player dies in
Jet SKi crash
off Lido Key

The

mourning the loss of one of their

Baltimore Orioles are
minor league players after he died
in a Jet Ski accident Sunday off
Lido Key in Sarasota County,
according to the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Commission (FWC).

FWC confirmed 19-year-old
Luis Guevara, a player in the
Orioles minor league system, died
Sunday after the Jet Ski accident
on June 15.

Investigators said two personal
watercraft collided in the water off
Lido Key. Four people were thrown
into the water and rescued by good
Samaritans. Two people on the first
Jet Ski sustained minor injuries,
and two others, including Guevara,
were taken to the hospital for treat-
ment.

Guevara later died of his injuries,
according to FWC investigators.

“Luis was a beloved member of
our organization, and we are dev-
astated following his tragic passing.
Our thoughts and prayers are with

See Jet Ski, page 2
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New Chief, from page 1
and a track record as a team player,” Said Tipton

Rubino will return to his role as Deputy Chief when major starts in August and Tipton went
out of his way to complement Rubino for stepping up as needed.

“Rubino was a strong finalist. He did a good job bridging the gap and provided consistency
and strong management and service levels went on interrupted,” Said Tipton.

Russ Mager spent 29 years with the Delray Beach Police Department — his entire policing
career. He was appointed as chief in August 2022.

Mager’s resignation came after about a year of contract negotiations between city officials
and the Palm Beach County Police Benevolent Association. The union declared an impasse
in February; a day after the city’s commission did not reach an agreement with the group on
matters such as wages, retirement benefits and take-home vehicles.

In a May 15 letter to city officials, Mager warned that the city’s failure to approve a new
union contract was fueling critical staffing shortages.

“As you all are aware we are presently losing officers,” the letter stated — 15 to be exact.
“With our current shortages, I have been forced to temporarily reassign officers from specialty
units to include pulling from the Detective Bureau, Criminal Intelligence Unit, Motors/Traffic
Unit, Problem Oriented Policing Unit and Community Policing Unit.”

Mager was appointed as the city’s police chief in 2022. He replaced Chief Javaro Sims, who
retired after serving for 30 years.

Mager, born in Tallahassee, grew up in South Florida. He was raised in Pompano Beach and
Coconut Creek, before leaving for Florida State University in 1987.

As an officer, Mager served on the TACT Team, as an auto theft detective, SWAT Team
member and Community Patrol Division member.

In 2015, Mager was promoted to lieutenant of the Community Patrol Division. He later
became the special operations lieutenant of the Community Response Division. And, in 2019,
he was promoted to captain as the Investigative Division commander — a role he held uncil
December 2020, when he became assistant chief.

St. Armands, from page 1

limits. With St. Armands being one of the county’s top tourist destinations, the gateway to the
city’s only beach and the only way to reach the Town of Longboat Key from mainland Sarasota,
we look to the county to approve the St. Armands Resiliency & Flood Mitigation Project to
make us more resilient and able to more quickly bounce back from future storm events.

St. Armands Circle Park and Adjacent Medians

The St. Armands Circle Merchants Association (SACA) is reporting that the city has been
planning a landscape refresh project for St. Armands Circle Park and the adjacent medians
which is now approved and the work has already begun. All compromised vegetation and trees
have been removed. Electrical contractors have been repairing and replacing lighting. And in
the next week or two, irrigation work will begin in anticipation of the new plants and trees.
There are drawings which show plans for new, lush, and full plantings throughout. By August,
there should be a transformation underway. One caveat: the area between storefronts and the
curb remains the responsibility of the commercial landowners and/or their merchant tenants.

Overhead Lines Taken Down Between Ringling Bridge and St. Armands

The power lines and poles have been removed from the medians along John Ringling
Boulevard. This project was announced during planning to build the St. Armands Parking
Garage (pre-2018), and has finally been completed. Goglia reports that he was told that land-
scape updates to these medians are not immediately planned, but are a conversation within the
City Parks and Recreation Department.

Jet Ski, from page 1
his family, friends, and teammates, and we ask for their continued privacy during this difficult
time,” Orioles Executive Vice President and General Manager Mike Elias said.

Guevara was signed by the Orioles as an international free agent out of Tinaco, Venezuela,
in January 2023. He appeared in 30 games this year, his first season in the United States, play-
ing in 24 games with Single-A Delmarva, four with the FCL Orioles, and two with Double-A
Chesapeake. He spent his first two professional seasons from 2023-24 with the DSL Orioles.

The crash remains under active investigation, FWC said in a statement, adding that a full
crash report may be issued upon the conclusion of the investigation. The Orioles have post-
poned two Florida Complex League games this week in honor of Guevara.

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

Sondie Sl | 941.383.3388

VISIT US ACROSS FROM TOWN HALL!
CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

510 BAY ISLES ROAD SUITE 1, LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228
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Mote Leads Seagrass
Restoration plan

makes critical impact

Seagrasses play a crucial role in the health and resilience of
Florida’s coastal ecosystems. They provide nursery habitats
for keystone species and stabilize shorelines and sediments.
Seagrasses contribute significantly to environmental health
by filtering excess nutrients from the water (which improves
water quality and reduces harmful algal blooms), capturing
and storing carbon dioxide (a process known as carbon seques-
tration that helps mitigate climate threats), and stabilizing
coastal ecosystems (enhancing overall resilience to storms and
erosion). Yet, these underwater meadows are vanishing at an
alarming rate—approximately 7% per year—due to human
activities, natural stressors, and impacts of a changing climate.

Recognizing the urgency for innovative solutions to seagrass
meadows depleting globally at alarming rates, the Florida
Legislature and Governor established the Seagrass Restoration
Technology Development Initiative in 2023 through the
Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP),
with Mote Marine Laboratory leading this effort.

The goal of this Initiative is to develop, test and imple-
ment innovative, effective, cost-efficient, and environmentally
sustainable technologies and approaches for restoring coastal
seagrass ecosystems. The Initiative is a partnership between
Mote, the DEP Aquatic Preserve Program, and the University
of Florida. Mote serves as the lead administrative component
to achieve the goals of the Initiative and create a 10-year
Florida Seagrass Restoration Plan.

The Seagrass Restoration Technology Development
Initiative is a collaborative and coordinated effort among
public and private research entities to develop restoration
technologies. It aims to address the loss of seagrass and the
cascading ecological and economic impacts of that loss on
communities across Florida. As part of this effort, Mote is
constructing and managing Florida’s primary seagrass genetic
library, serving as a hub for statewide collaboration.

In 2024, Mote completed construction on a state-of-the-
art greenhouse, which will serve as a cornerstone for seagrass

Dogs and owners will gather at the Rotary LBK registration
table near Truist Bank, 510 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key,
by 8:30 a.m. for the 9 a.m. parade. Awards after the
Parade, at the Bicentennial Park Celebration.

AVOiD THE LiNES!

Advance registration for the dog parade is encouraged!
Please email Carol Erker at thompsonlaw@msn.com or call 847.274.8741

Rotary
CLUB OF LONGBOAT KEY

~ - .:“ ]
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PARADE AND CONTEST

THE ROTARY CLUB OF LONGBOAT KEY IS SPONSORING THE
"HOT DIGGITY DOG! PARADE & CONTEST” PORTION OF THE FESTIVITIES

DONATIONS TO "ROTARY LBK CHARITABLE FUND"” WELCCME!
WWW.LONGBOATKEYROTARY.ORG OR MAIL A CHECK TO:
V)pru{n{%lﬂ‘mar[wmg\'\ma Thaet Mactters PO BOX 8351, LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34 228

Fellowship fun heats up
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Thirty Three members of Christ Church of Longboat Key joined together at The Beach
House on Wednesday, July 11, for a time of good food and fellowship with a spectacular
view of the Gulf of Mexico. Their next gathering will be on July 16 at Lo Key.

research efforts, enabling scientists, from across florida and
around the world, to conduct experiments that replicate real-
world stressors such as warming temperatures, reduced salin-
ity, turbidity, grazing, and sulfides. By identifying and culd-
vating seagrass genotypes resilient to these challenges, Mote is
laying the groundwork for long-term restoration success.

Mote postdoctoral research fellow, Dr. Dominique Gallery,
is playing a lead role in Mote’s Seagrass Ecosystem Restoration
Research Program (SERRP), which is designed to tackle these
challenges head-on by blending advanced genetic science with
practical restoration techniques, a similar approach to Mote’s
groundbreaking coral restoration strategies.

Dr. Gallery is a researcher specializing in genetic and
genomic approaches to marine conservation, will generate
genetically resilient seagrass capable of natural reproduction in
land-based nurseries, in-water nurseries, and large-scale gene

LONGBOAT KEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

REEDOM FEST

DRESS UP YOUR POOCH
AND YOURSELF IN YOUR
PATRIOTIC FINEST!

PRiZES AWARDED FOR:
e MOST PATRIOTIC DOG

® MOST CREATIVE
DOG COSTUME

e BEST OWNER &
DOG COMBINATION

|

banks. Dr. Gallery brings expertise in applying population
genetics techniques—previously utilized in coral research—to
the emerging field of seagrass restoration.

Since the Initiative’s inception, Mote has successfully lever-
aged funding from federal grants and philanthropic support
to drive critical advancements in seagrass restoration. Mote
contracted eight groundbreaking projects in summer 2024
and released a second competitive Request for Proposals
(RFP) in December

Mote Aquarium preparing for
a big move to its new facility

Mote Marine Laboratory & Aquarium says it is getting
closer to the move from its current location to the new Mote
Science Education Aquarium at Nathan Benderson Park.

According to the current timeline, the aquarium on City
Island is set to close to visitors on July 6 as staff prepare to
move to the new facility.

An opening date for the new facility, Mote says, is depen-
dent on two critical factors: getting water chemistry and
essential life support dynamics of the exhibits just right, as
well as the quarantine, transfer and acclimation of the animals
to the new facility.

According to Mote’s website, the artificial aquatic environ-
ment in the new aquarium must maintain a delicate balance.
“Part of this exercise is simply waiting for the water chemistry
to stabilize,” the website says.

“Once that occurs, critical life support microbial communi-
ties are inoculated into exhibit life support systems and must
become stabilized before multi-cellular animal inhabitants of
the exhibits are introduced.”

Once the animals’ new home is ready, the animals them-
selves must go through quarantine, then be moved to the new
aquarium, and acclimation.

Mote SEA will open only after all animals have fully accli-
mated to their new habitats, Mote said.
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FditorLetters

Longboar Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboar Key, FL 34228. We also print

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Police Chief Selection

To: Longboat Key Commission

This was shared with our Police Department employees this afternoon. Again, I want to
thank and recognize Chief Rubino for stepping up during this interim period. Please let me
know if you have any questions.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Police Chief Selection

To: Longboat Key Commission

As you know, we completed the Police Chief interviews on Tuesday. Before I share my deci-
sion with you, I want to share my sincere appreciation to Interim Chief Frank Rubino for his
steady management during this period of transition. His professionalism and the continued
dedication of the Department’s personnel have ensured consistent service and stability during
this time. Together, you've made it work!

With that said, and after a national search and careful consideration of the qualities of
the three finalists, I am pleased to announce that Russ Mager has been selected to be the
next Chief of Police for the Town of Longboat Key. I would expect (for Police Department
employees especially) that you have already researched the candidates and so you know that
Russ is the retiring Police Chief from the City of Delray Beach, having served that community
as their Chief since August of 2022. Prior to that he served in Delray Beach as the Assistant
Chief for Field Operations, as a Captain, a Lieutenant, a Sergeant, a Detective, and a Patrol
Officer. Although he has a degree from Florida State (nobody’s perfect), his vision for our
future, approach to team work and major community policing efforts, his participation in
state and national leadership programs, along with staff development and a commitment to
re-accreditation was the leadership we were seeking as we began this search.

I am hopeful to introduce Russ to the Town Commission on June 27th before they take their
summer break. It is our goal to have him start his new job with us by early August. Until that
time, Chief Rubino continues just as he has been as the Interim Chief and my expectations for
this are that we will have a smooth transition with everyone’s support.

Thank you again to Frank for his strong management and we remain hopeful that he will
continue to be a valuable part of our organization. To the Department, thank you all for
your patience and support as we've moved through this hiring process. I also want to thank
Assistant Town Manager Isaac Brownman, Fire Chief Paul Dezzi, Town Clerk Trish Shinkle,
and HR Manager Lisa Silvertooth for all of their efforts throughout this process. It was a team
effort! Please let me know if you have any questions.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Town of Longboat Key Announces New Police Chief

To: Longboat Key Commission

Following a comprehensive national search and careful deliberation, the Town of Longboat
Key is pleased to announce the appointment of Russ Mager as its next Chief of Police.

Chief Mager brings with him nearly three decades of law enforcement experience, hav-
ing served with distinction for 29 years at the City of Delray Beach Police Department. His
leadership of a substantially larger department, overseeing multiple bureaus and implementing
complex citywide initiative, demonstrates the breadth of experience and strategic insight that

Thanksgiving
Il

JUNE 26TH | 3:30-9:00

No more waiting for your favorite meal of the year!

1

fresh roasted turkey with homestyle stuffing, turkey gravy,
mashed sweet potatoes, mashed buttered idaho potatoes,

green beans with fried onions & cranberry sauce
-

Our complete ALL-DAY menu also available!

ALL THAT'S MISSING IS FOOTBALL!
:

Our restaurants & our team members are proud to support
Meals on Wheels PLUS of Manatee & All Faith's Food Bank.
Help us help those in need in our community:

Bring 5+ non-perishable items when you dine
with us between June 23rd - 27th & get a
$10 Lobster Loot certificate to use on your next visit.
List of most needed items available online at
Lazyl obsterofLongboat.com/give-thanks

Call 941-383-0440 for more information
or to reserve a table or scan the QR
code to make your reservation online.

align with the Town’s long-term vision for public safety. As a sitting Chief, Mr. Mager has a
proven record in areas including strategic planning, labor relations, budget management, and
community policing. His expertise also encompasses managing a wide range of operational
demands, including emergency and storm response efforts. His professional background and
leadership philosophy are well-matched with the evolving needs of the Longboat Key Police
Department and the community it serves.

Chief Mager will be formally introduced to the Town Commission on June 27 and will plan
to assume command on August 4. The Town would also like to extend sincere appreciation
to Interim Chief Frank Rubino for his steady management during this period of transition.
His professionalism and the continued dedication of the Department’s personnel have ensured
consistent service and stability during this time.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Announcement: Longboat Key Appoints New Police Chief

The Town of Longboat Key is pleased to announce the appointment of Russ Mager as our
next Chief of Police. Chief Mager brings nearly 30 years of law enforcement experience and
a proven track record in leading complex public safety operations. He will be formally intro-
duced to the Town Commission on June 27 and officially assume command on August 4. We
are also grateful to Interim Chief Frank Rubino for his steady management during this transi-
tion. Please see the attached press release for additional details.

Tina Adams

Fire Administration & Communications Manager/PIO

Town of Longboat Key

Longboat Key Fire Rescue Department

Firefighter staffing

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

I've reviewed the department’s request. And I have a couple of questions. I'd like to follow
up on our brief discussion this morning. At your convenience.

Steve Branham

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Let’s Talk LBK

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin

This is Miles Dunlap with Salty LLC. I am the contractor for the rebuild project at 380
N Shore Rd. Just wanted to reach out and say thank you for taking the time to talk to me
yesterday at the meeting.

I would love to receive any recommendations for the private adjustor you mentioned. My
hope though is that we will not need to make any further estimates. After talking to Allen
Parsons, I am under the impression that the assessment LBK gave is not binding and we can
present numbers for the construction that fall under the 50% threshold.

I am setting up a meeting with Allen, Neil, the Longboat Pass owners association, and myself
to confirm our next steps. We would like to file for permits as soon as possible as my clients
have and continue to lose funds the longer this project sits.

See Letters, page 5

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM
Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor

Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00
Women'’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00

Visitors & Residents Welcome

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live:
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons
or www.christchurchoflbk.org (follow YouTube link)

RAING 20
e y[ﬁs

A\
An
CHRIST CHURCH

OF LONGBOAT KEY
PRESBYTERIAN (U.S.A.)

Growing in Jesus’ Name

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr. » 941.383.8833 (office) * www.christchurchoflbk.org

BREAKFAST « BRUNCH < LUNCH * DINNER « CATERING + GOURMET DELI & BAKERY - CORNER STORE

WEEKLY SPECIALS

BEST BRUNCH
ON LONGBOAT KEY

20% OFF BOTTLES OF WINE DAILY

RESTAURANT & DELI

HAPPY HOUR 3-6
NIGHTLY DINNER SPECIALS

525 ST. JUDES DRIVE - LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228 - HARRYSKITCHEN.COM - (941) 383-0777
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Letters, from page 4
Again, thank you for your time and interest in our concerns and if there is ever anything I can

help you with feel free to reach out anytime.
Miles Dunlap
Salty LLC

Sea Turtle photos

To: Longboat Key Commission

This is the first I am hearing of these issues since I am off Sun/Mon. If you have these photos
without mark-ups Cyndi I will send to FWC/FDEP and Code Enforcement as I do for all other
areas we survey so that it is consistent and all of those entities can talk about the best solutions.
We have many areas where these types of issues are occurring.

Additionally, the address of the two properties to the north with silt fencing issues and photos
would be greatly appreciated so I can send those as well. Terri, I believe you are there tomorrow,
can you send me some additional photos of this area, and the nest that Mike sent that does not
have an unobstructed path back to the water (6547 GSR)?

Alexis Krummick (Ferrera)

Senior Biologist and Nesting Survey Supervisor

Sea Turtle Conservation and Research Program (STCRP)

Mote Marine Laboratory

Sea turtle photos

To: Longboat Key Commission

Wanted to share some sunny day photos of this dangerous situation. Mike Herron sent photos
last week but they were a bit fuzzy. The turtle nested less than 50° from this empty pool.

In recent weeks we are documenting turtles crawling over 150’ upland from Gulf. When this
beach had dunes and vegetation they would only crawl to the edge of that barrier.

The next two properties to the north installed silt fencing during their demolition of the
homes. As we all know the silt fences need maintaining. One of the fences is now a hazard for
2200 Ib turtle.

Should we send the photo to the listing agent and ask for assistance? Should we report to
Code Enforcement? If fence is not required should it be removed if they cannot maintain it
from May to Oct?

Cyndi Seamon

Longboat Key Turtle Watch

LBK - Budget Conference Report

To: Longboat Key Town Attorney Maggie Mooney

This isn’t a surprise, as Fiona wanted to know why we couldn’t use ladders for the control
panels. Let’s hope the subaqueous line grant sticks.

Ken Schneier

Mayor, Town of Longboat Key

Ads that work...

ads@Lbknews.com
941.387.2200

LBK - Budget Conference Report

To: Longboat Key Town Commission

Attached please find the Budget Conference Legislative Report from your lobbyists at
Ramba Consulting for the 2025 Legislative Session.

The good news is that LBK’s Subaqueous Force Main (SF 1377) (HF 1650) received fund-
ing of $1,500,000 nonrecurring General Revenue in Line 1555 (See pg. 310 of the GAA).

Unfortunately, LBK’s other (smaller) appropriation request, for resilient Control Panel
Upgrade (HF 2482) (SF 1665) did not make it into the final conference report.

Given the political tensions and disputes during this Legislative Session, LBK was fortunate
to have the subaqueous appropriation included in the budget. However, we cannot celebrate
yet. We still need to wait to make sure that the $1.5 million appropriation is approved by
Governor DeSantis. David Ramba and the lobbyists at Ramba Consulting will continue to
monitor this for LBK. We will keep you posted on any developments in this regard.

I want to acknowledge all the work and effort by the Commissioners who advocated to our
local delegation members in both counties on the importance of the Town’s appropriation
requests. Your individual relationships with our local delegation members make a difference.
The Commissioners’ efforts along with David Ramba and his team’s advocacy helped ensure
that LBK’s critical project and infrastructure made it into the proposed budget. Great work

See Letters, page 6

INGSIDE

EAT. DRINK. SAVOR

Sarasota’s Newest Dining Spectacle - Now Open!

A fresh, inventive dining destination just a short stroll from St. Armands Circle,
Ringside balances bold flavors and Gulf seafood favorites in the mesmerizing setting
of Cirque St. Armands Beachside.

opalcollection.com/cirque-st-armands 941.388.5555
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everyone!
Maggie D. Mooney
Town Attorney
Town of Longboat Key

LBK - Budget Conference Report

To: Longboat Key Commission

Live in Your Home's Best Light
CALL BRINGLES BLINDS TODAY

SALE! S500 OFF all Custom Interior Shutters & Shades
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Longboat residents
and business owners
Chris & Dana Bringle
Bringles Blinds provides affordable blinds, shutters, shades,
and master installation services to the Longboat Key,
Sarasota, Bradenton, Lakewood Ranch and surrounding areas.

CALL FOR A FREE QOUTE — 941-320-7019
BRINGLEBLINDS.LBK@GMAIL.COM
BRINGLESBLINDS.COM

*Offer valid with minimum purchase of three

Attached please find the Budget Conference Legislative Report from your lobbyists at
Ramba Consulting for the 2025 Legislative Session.

The good news is that LBK’s Subaqueous Force Main (SF 1377) (HF 1650) received fund-
ing of $1,500,000 nonrecurring General Revenue in Line 1555 (See pg. 310 of the GAA).

Unfortunately, LBK’s other (smaller) appropriation request, for resilient Control Panel
Upgrade (HF 2482) (SF 1665) did not make it into the final conference report.

Given the political tensions and disputes during this Legislative Session, LBK was fortunate
to have the subaqueous appropriation included in the budget. However, we cannot celebrate
yet. We still need to wait to make sure that the $1.5 million appropriation is approved by
Governor DeSantis. David Ramba and the lobbyists at Ramba Consulting will continue to
monitor this for LBK. We will keep you posted on any developments in this regard.

I want to acknowledge all the work and effort by the Commissioners who advocated to our
local delegation members in both counties on the importance of the Town’s appropriation
requests. Your individual relationships with our local delegation members make a difference.
The Commissioners efforts along with David Ramba and his team’s advocacy helped ensure
that LBKs critical project and infrastructure made it into the proposed budget. Great work
everyone!

Maggie D. Mooney

Town Attorney

Town of Longboat Key

Suncoast Waterkeeper Weekly Review

To: Sarasota Bay Estuary Program Executive Director Dave Tomasko

Do you have any thoughts about what might have caused this distressing increase in the
numbers?

Penny Gold

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Suncoast Waterkeeper Weekly Review

To: Suncoast Waterkeeper Peyton Faulk

Some high values in there. Do you have any pictures of sites that were visited?

Unusual, in that most of the elevated values were along the barrier island (LBK boat ramp,
LBK bayfront park, SRQ Sailing squadron) rather than along the mainland shoreline. The
mainland shoreline has a much bigger watershed, and more wastewater infrastructure (no
WWTPs on the barrier islands anymore) and the barrier island sites are closer to passes, with
higher salinity and greater flushing. So a bit odd. Was wind out of the east?

Dave Tomasko

Executive Director

Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
A very brief but enthusiastic “shout out” of thanks to you and the commissioners, includ-
ing Debra Williams, for working discussions toward a reasonable and fair disposition of the

See Letters, page 8

As a member you'll enjoy:

- Private Beach & Pool
- Spa & Wellness Center

- Championship Golf
- Pickleball & Tennis

Elevate your leisure time with unparalleled experiences.

- Deep-Water Marina

Contact membership@longboatkeyclub.com or (941)387-1661 for a tour.

&

LONGBOAT-KEY-CLUB

- Five Exclusive Restaurants

~ LEARN MORE -
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Winner of Over 450 Awards for design
L | excellence including Best New
Showroom in the USA!

HOME Premiere luxury destination for residential,

commercial and hospitality design services.

Best Overall Interior Design
Designer: Kelli Smith

Rank: Silver

Project: Pindari Model
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Letters, from page 6
“Canal Dredging Issue.” Going forward, this is model that we, both east and west of GMD,
should support.

Craig Wright

Professor Emeritus, Yale University

How common are the results from Sarasota Bay

To: Longboat Key Commission, Sarasota City Commission

As you are (hopefully) aware, we have seen some really good news about the bay’s health
the last few years. Dating back to 2023, we'd been informing our stakeholders about the accu-
mulating evidence that our bay’s water quality was starting to turn around - Director’s Note:
Report card update & meetings in Washington, DC.

By the fall of 2023, FDEP staff in Tallahassee came down to meet with us to confirm and
convey the good news that water quality had improved sufficiently in Sarasota Bay that none
of the open waters of the bay were out of compliance with the SBEP-developed Numeric
Nutrient Concentration (NNC) criteria - Director’s Note: FDEP determinations of water
quality trends/.

We were fairly certain that the improvements were going to result in a substantial increase
in seagrass coverage, which we discussed in both 2023 - Director’s Note: Good news on bay
recovery, and also in 2024 - Director’s Note: Reasons for optimism - with a few caveats

The basis for the water quality improvements was covered in depth in prior Director’s Notes,
and also is used in great detail in the development of the SBEP-led Water Quality Protection
Plan, which is due to be completed this summer - Director’s Note: Honing in on the basis for
recent trends.... And the improving condition in the bay are not just something that a statisti-
cian and/or chemist would be able to determine, my regular communications with recreational
fishing guides has led to me being more confident that our findings are reflecting the reality of
a cleaner bay - Director’s Note: Recreational fishing guide feedback on bay health.

And then, earlier this year, the culmination of all our hard work came about: the wastewater
upgrades and large regional stormwater retrofit projects and public education about living a
more bay-friendly lifestyle seem to have paid off by us having a 19% increase in seagrass cover-
age the last two years, an increase likely large enough to provide habitat for over 70 million
fish, and providing more food for manatees and sea turtles - Director’s Note: 2024 Seagrass
results - further good news on the bay’s recovery.

There is a lot to be proud of — our local elected officials and partners have funded over $300
million worth of efforts that have turned this bay around. To be sure, this recovery could slip
away from us, like it did before. And the threats of climate change — higher rates of sea level
rise, warmer air and water temperatures, the risk of more dangerous hurricanes — all these could
set us back again. But for now, let’s just enjoy the moment, maybe?

And let’s take pride in the uniqueness of our recovery. Just last year, FDEP released its
“Integrated Water Quality Assessment for Florida: Sections 303(d), 305(b) and 314 Report
and Listing Update”. In that report, there is a summary of results from monitoring sites
located across the state, where data were analyzed to look for any trends over time in water
quality. Of those sites, only 32% showed evidence of improving conditions for Total Nitrogen
(TN) and only 15% showed evidence of declining levels of chlorophyll a, the indicator of
phytoplankton biomass that FDEP and the US EPA use. While many locations showed lots
of variability but no trends, 46% of those stations had a trend of increasing chlorophyll-a.

Basically, in a state where it is much more likely that water quality (as far as nutrients) is
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getting worse, not better, we are an outlier — and in a good way. Oh yeah, none of those sites
showed a decrease in water temperature, but half showed an increase. Climate change is hap-
pening, folks, the data are clear and accumulating.

But this begs the question: Is the success of Sarasota Bay only possible because our watershed
is so small? Well, I don’t think so. And the reason why is because of what the stakeholders
have pulled off in the Chesapeake Bay, where the Chesapeake Bay Program is the example upon
which the National Estuary Program was designed.

This plot shows “flow-adjusted” trends over a 30-to-40-year period (varies depending on
location) of the concentration of nitrogen in the bay itself, and also in its main tributaries,
rivers as large as the Susquehanna, whose watershed includes much of Pennsylvania and even
a bit of New York, to the Potomac (where I grew up), and then down to the James. The sym-
bols with a downward-facing green triangle represent statistically significant downward trends
(which is good) in the amount of nitrogen in the water column, after adjusting for the influ-
ence of wet and/or dry conditions.

Of the dozens of stations shown, well over 95% of them had decreasing TN concentrations.
In Florida’s latest 305(b) report, the number of monitored stations with decreasing TN values
was about 32%. But you know what’s really interesting here? The Chesapeake Bay’s water
shed is almost exactly the same size as the entire state of Florida! Which means, a bay which
drains a landmass almost as large as the entire state of Florida (and which houses over 18 mil-
lion people) has been able to implement a pollutant load reduction strategy that has been able
to improve water quality at more than 95% of its stations. Thats proof that you don’t have to
be small to pull off water quality recovery.

One of the reasons why the Chesapeake Bay focused so much on reducing TN values was
(similar to us) their desire to increase the amount of underwater grass beds (aka seagrass, or
submerged aquatic vegetation). This graph, also from the Chesapeake Bay Program (and using
data from the Virginia Institute of Marine Science), shows the plot of seagrass over the past
20 years.

After large rain events, seagrass coverage across the bay drops, but in doesn’t collapse the way
it did in much of the Indian River Lagoon about a decade ago. And then it starts to increase
again in a year or two. That’s what resilience is about — not a system that never changes, but
a system that can bounce back quickly. That's what we now have in Sarasota Bay, I believe,
and that’s what the Chesapeake Bay has become. Also, check out the lower yellow line; thats
evidence that not only is the Chesapeake Bay cleaner than it was 30 to 40 years ago, but it also
has a lot more seagrass habitat than it had 30 to 40 years ago.

Just like us. And maybe, one day in the future, the state as a whole might be able to see the
trends we now have in both Sarasota and Chesapeake Bays.

David Tomasko

Executive Director

Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

Suncoast Waterkeeper Weekly Review

To: Longboat Key Commission

Could be. The important thing about these “fecal indicator bacteria” is that they are not
specific to humans, mammals or even animals as a source. You can get high levels of these
bacteria from sewage or dog poop or rain washing bird poop off of docks.

But you can also get high levels of these “fecal” bacteria from decomposing grass blades from
a neighborhood that blows grass clippings into the storm drain system, or from decomposing
seaweed, or from the sloughed off seagrass blades. All those 12,000 acres of seagrass — those
blades are replaced every month or so in the summertime, and when they decay/decompose,
they can be the source of the bacteria as well as sewage.

David Tomasko

Executive Director

Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

Suncoast Waterkeeper Weekly Review

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Penny Gold

Our experience is that it is almost always a sea grass accumulation, usually as a result of some
stronger winds (which the rain storms can bring). It is an odd reading as Dave T. pointed out
and so we'll continue to monitor.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

See Letters, page 12
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The following are actual police reports as written by Longboar Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and ro protect privacy.

June 13
Missing property

10:33 p.m.

Officer Miklos was dispatched to Broadway in
reference to a report of a theft of a kayak and oar.
Sarasota Sheriff’s Dispatch advised that the caller
says it’s an ongoing issue. Furthermore, a time
frame of approximately 9:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. was
given. Upon arrival, Officer Miklos came into
contact with the caller who stated that she found
the kayak and oar tied off at Broadway. The caller
advised she spoke to a group of people fishing
who advised they did not touch the kayak. The
caller was able to retrieve the items without inci-
dent. While speaking to the caller, she advised
she was missing additional items that occurred
on May 24. Th4e caller said two double sided
oars and a paddleboard were missing. The caller
said she was unable to confirm if the items were stolen, pushed into the water by someone,
or if the items washed away. The caller believed the paddleboard was tied off far enough away
from the water where the tide would not have affected the paddleboard. The caller said she did
not wish to prosecute at this time and only wished to document the missing items. The caller
advised that a lost property report was sufficient. The caller was unable to provide any serial
numbers for the missing items. It should e noted that a newly installed camera appears to be
pointed at the boat dock area. The caller was provided a business card with a case number.
Case clear.

June 14

Citizen assist

10:21 a.m.

Officer Maple was dispatched to the 6400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive. The call was a
public service call. An employee at the Church called in the complaint of a black Ford F-250
was seen in the parking lot in an area of damage to the parking area. Pictures of the truck,
the damage, and the license plate were taken by an employee and provided to the officer.
The license plat was a Florida plate with the owner on Longboat Key. The complainant said
to Officer Maple that the river was a woman. The woman matched the driver’s spouse. The
woman resides at the same address as the driver and owner of the truck. Officer Maple spoke
to the owner of the truck on his phone. The owner stated that his wife was out working with
the turtles on the b4qch and got the truck stuck in the mud and gravel parking lot. The owner
explained she was unable to put the truck in four wheel drive and reverse. She went over the
curb and accelerated, causing four divots it eh parking lot. The owner stated he would be happy
to apologize for his wife and fix the damage tot he parking lot. The observed damage is only
superficial. Officer Maple spoke to the complainant ad asked him if he was happy with the res-
olution. The complainant agreed to the resolution. The owner will fix the parking lot Officer
Maple determined there was no criminal intent. Officer Maple closed the case. Case clear.

Citizen assist

5:20 p.m.

Officer Troyer while on marine patrol, was flagged down by a good Samaritan informing the
officer of a nearby yacht that lost their dinghy while underway. Officer Troyer spoke with the
occupants of the yacht, whom informed the officer they were attempting to get their passen-
gers whom fell overboard, but their dinghy was not functioning. The occupants asked Officer
Troyer to assist with getting their passengers back, whom were on another boat as another good
Samaritan took them on board due to the strong currents off of Jewfish Key. Officer Troyer
assisted with picking the passengers up from the nearby other yacht, and transporting them
back to the original yacht. Case clear.

Marine Rescue
12:20 p.m.

Officer Barrett while on patrol, observed a
personal watercraft in distress at the Longboat
Key Bridge. Upon approaching the personal
watercraft, the operator advised that he was tak-
ing on water an could not start the PWC. Due
to the strong current, the man was quickly swept
under the bridge and drifting in an eastbound
direction. The Personal Watercraft capsized and
began to sink. Officer Barret gave the man a
line and had him secure it to the bow of the
watercraft. Officer Barrett then pulled him out
of harm’s way to the shallow sand bar on the west
side of Jewfish Key where he could stand and the
PWC could only sink to a couple of feet of water.
While dealing with the man and his sinking
Watercraft, the strong current and shallow water.
Officer Barrett entangled the anchor line of a ves-
sel the owner was able to retrieve his anchor and
tie it back to the remaining line without further incident. Case clear.

Boat

12:33 p.m.

Officer Maple was dispatched to the 3400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a reckless boat
call. Officer Maple arrived on scene and observed one aqua and white jet ski anchored approxi-
mately 50 yards off the beach with numerous personnel around. Officer Maple spoke to the
complainant on the phone to confirm that was the jet ski in question. The caller said that the
jet ski earlier had been operating north and southbound close to the beach at a high rate of
speed. Officer Maple spoke to the jet ski owner who was from Venezuela. The caller stated he
did not know the rules. Officer Maple explained the course of action to the complainant who
was satisfied with actions by Longboat Key Police Department. Case clear.

Parking

8:09 p.m.

Officer Miklos was dispatched to Gulfside Road in reference to an illegally parked vehicle
in a private empty lot. Upon arrival, Officer Miklos came into contact with the complainant
who advised the lot is her friend’s lot who is out of town. The complainant advised this is an
ongoing issue with vehicles parking in the lot and walking to the beach. Officer Miklos advised
the complainant that the vehicle was on private property and the police could not remove
or cite the vehicle. Officer Miklos advised the complainant that the homeowner could have
the vehicle towed. The complainant advised she would like the vehicle moved, however, was
more concerned with the groups trekking through the dunes with equipment like wagons and
tents ruining the aesthetic of the dunes. Officer Miklos suggested that the complainant and
the owner of the lot, rope off the driveway or put signs out preventing a future issue. Officer
Miklos located a group fishing on the beach and advised them that their vehicle was parked
in someone’s yard. The group advised they would move the vehicle without further incident.
Case clear.

June 16

Found property

4:22 p.m.

Officer Mathis while on patrol in the 4000 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive, observed a red
igloo cooler in the roadway. Officer Mathis retrieved the cooler from the roadway. While
checking the contents, he located a black wallet containing a Florida Driver’s License, credit
cards and cash. Officer Mathis then made contact with the driver, and he said he would come
to the police department to retrieve his lost property. Case clear.

Flag

4:30 p.m.

Officer Ericsson while on patrol was dispatched to Sable Cove Place on criminal mischief.
Upon arrival, Officer Ericsson contacted the complainant who said while he was out of
town, he had a U.S. flag mount4ed to the front of his residence by a contractor. The flag was
mounte4d into the stucco on the east side of his house at the top of the staircase. When the
homeowner returned home, he noticed his flag on the ground below where it was mounted
and the bracket holding the flag, laying on the front porch. The man believed the flag was torn
down by someone and wanted to report the damage. Officer Ericsson observed the bracket and
flag on the front porch of the residence. He observed the bracket to have three short screws
still intact with three plastic anchors. All appeared to have been stripped out of the wall. There
was minimal damage to the exterior wall where three perfectly cylindrical holes were observed
to have held the bracket. The flag was made with a wood pole and heavy cloth. It appeared to
me that the flag was not ripped from the wall by someone, but rather, stripped from the wall
from the wind due to the weak anchors and short screws. Officer Ericsson advised the owner,
and he agreed that the lack of proper bracing and the weight of the flag could have caused the
flag bracket to dislodge. Officer Ericsson observed no damage to the flag itself or any other

damage to the surrounding area. Case clear.

Ads that work...
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Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

Address Sq. Ft. List Price Bed/Bath/Half Bath Days On Market  Sale Price
551 RANGER LN 4,117 $3,999,000 5 5 1 75 $3,700,000
625 JACKSON WAY 3,527 $3,495,000 3 3 1 98 $2,900,000
2450 HARBOURSIDE DR Unit#251 3,383 $2,495,000 3 3 0 7 $2,400,000
5444 GULF OF MEXICO DR 4,828 $4,850,000 4 5 0 305 $2,300,000
1241 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#105 2,585 $2,150,000 3 2 1 0 $1,950,000
603 LONGBOAT CLUB RD Unit#1102N 1,458 $1,595,000 2 2 0 84 $1,500,000
523 BAYPORT WAY Unit#523 1,685 $865,000 2 2 0 52 $845,000
1928 HARBOURSIDE DR Unit#1404 2,565 $885,000 2 2 0 26 $840,000
3080 GRAND BAY BLVD Unit#533 1,413 $819,000 2 2 0 10 $800,000
1945 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#M2-313 1,265 $739,000 2 2 0 1 $739,000
4310 FALMOUTH DR Unit#301 1,316 $725,000 2 2 0 12 $675,000
710 FOX ST 1,130 $495,000 3 2 0 51 $440,000

551 RANGER LN

JEFF COURTNEY

RHINELANDER  pisi TARANTINO
941-685-3590 L 941-893-7/203

Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com
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L'ELEGANCE ON LIDO BEACH BIRD KEY CASEY KEY GULF FRONT
1800 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR., #8310, SARASOTA 465 E. ROYAL FLAMINGO DR., SARASOTA 4005 CASEY KEY RD., NOKOMIS
2BR/2.5BA ¢ FULL GULF FRONT e OFFERED FOR $1.950,000 4BR/4BA e 2,846 SF * OFFERED FOR $4,995,000 6BR/6.5BA ¢ 7,977 SF * OFFERED FOR $11,900,000

LISTED BY NATHALIE NOLANDER & COURTNEY TARANTINO LISTED BY JENNIFER ZALES & COURTNEY TARANTINO
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COUNTRY CLUB SHORES BIRD KEY BIRD KEY
585 GUNWALE LANE, LONGBOAT KEY 605 WILD TURKEY , SARASOTA 419 PARTRIDGE CIRCLE, SARASOTA
3BR/3.5BA « OPEN WATER VIEWS e OFFERED FOR $5,699,000 3BR/2.5BA e 2,200 SF ¢ OFFERED FOR $2,090,000 4BR/3BA e 2,229 SF « NOW SOLD $2,350,000
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P&Z Board meeting

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Sarah Karon

I have not forgotten your expressed interest in attending a
meeting of the P&Z Board sometime, and to which I have
promised to invite you. After a long hiatus - last meeting
was in January - on short notice the Board has been called
into session for a workshop tomorrow, Tuesday, June 17.
Unfortunately, I will not be able to attend - I am commit-
ted to a conference of the federal judiciary for this coming
week out of state at which I am a scheduled speaker (the
subject is the effect of recent Supreme Court decisions on the
Administrative State, an interesting issue indeed).

This is the first Board meeting I can remember missing. In
any event, this Board meeting is basically a workshop for us
to get caught up on the pending tree business, of which you
are well acquainted, and regarding which I just sent the Board
members a lengthy memo (which I will be glad to share with
you though you might do just as well to wait untl we get
something official to the Commission). I will keep you in
mind for our next regular meeting if you decide not to go to
this one.

Jay Plager

Longboat Key

Budget File for Commission

To: Longboat Key Commission

In accordance with our Town Charter, Art. V, Sections
3 and 6, the Town Manager shall submit to the Town
Commission, on or before the fifteenth day of June of each
year, a Preliminary Budget and Capital Program for the ensu-
ing fiscal year.

This memorandum and PowerPoint fulfill this Charter
requirement. I want to thank Sue Smith and Sandi Henley,
as well as our Department Directors, for their work and col-
laboration in developing this document for your review and
discussion on June 23rd.

Howard Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Gulfside Solution

To: Steve Weyl

I can see your point, but from my perspective it’s best for
the Town to look at our beaches and canals in their entirety
rather than highlighting specific locations. Gulfside Road is
an erosion hotspot that threatens to spread, so the groins will
benefit the entire shoreline even as the local residents have the
most to gain. I think that’s the direction the Town is leaning
in terms of the entire circumference of shoreline, Gulf to Bay
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— that it is one beneficial (drainage, habitat), traversable (by
foot or on water), enjoyable waterway and ecosystem and as
stewards we are tasked with maintaining it as such. That said,
I will definitely keep your thoughts in mind as the dialogue
continues!

Sarah Karon

Commissioner

Town of Longobat Key

Gulfside Solution

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Sarah Karon

Thanks for being on the LBK North call this afternoon.
You mentioned Gulfside today, and I just read about the canal
dredging project and the 80/20 split for the cost — which is
nothing more than shouldering most of the cost on the prop-
erty owners who will benefit the most. I own two canal front
properties — and I agree with this approach 100% - it really is
an equitable way to pay for this.

Why wouldn’t the same concept apply to the 16 property
owners on Gulfside? The property values on Gulfside will
arguably be worth significantly more if groins are installed.
(Gulfside is currently vulnerable to storms. I have to believe
any real estate appraisal/professional would substantiate and
monetize the increase in value). I bet if you take the increase
in value divided by the cost of the groins — the value increase
would outrun the total project cost! That said, I'm not sure
why the 80/20 rule wouldn’t be apply here. Thoughts?

Steve Weyl

Longboat Key

Gulfside Solution

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Sarah Karon

Congratulations on becoming a commissioner for District
5. I'd like to share a recent email sent to all the commission-
ers in November 2023. In full disclosure, I had the gulf front
property at 6489 Gulfside in contract last year and chose to
bail from the contract as I felt it would be irresponsible to
build on the highest erosion location on LBK. Now there is
a $17 million spec home that is under construction and for
sale at 6489 Gulfside. I am sure that the developer is hoping
that the LBK taxpayers will insure their profit. Thank you
in advance for your consideration and representation of the
majority.

Hello LBK Leadership — As a resident of LBK, I'd like to
share my thoughts on Gulfside Road and perhaps a reason-
able path forward for this troublesome area. Hurricane Idalia
certainly affected this strip of 16.

Steve Weyl

Longboat Key

Gulfside Solution

To: Longboat Key Commission

As a resident of LBK, I'd like to share my thoughts on
Gulfside Road and perhaps a reasonable path forward for this
troublesome area. Hurricane Idalia certainly affected this strip
of 16 properties, exposing continuous rows of old seawalls,
but this should not be viewed as a new problem. These sea-
walls date back a half century - well before sea rise concern
and put in place for a reason. (see enclosed power point and
dating of Ohanna seawall) My fear is that taxpayers are going
to be asked to bail out 16 owners of multi-million-dollar
properties who made a choice to live/build in an area that has
historically endured erosions.

Here are some bullet points that may help guide your
future decisions on what to do with Gulfside Road as well as
Ohanna...

In a public meeting held June of 2022, one of the LBK
commissioners expressed my exact concerns regarding poten-
tial unfairness of taxpayer funding for the 16 properties. I
know there is some support for this sentiment already.

The Ohanna seawall roadblock is unfortunate from a beach
walker standpoint, but I believe this affects very few people,
which includes me. Yes, I'd like to continue walking south of

See Letters, page 13
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Ohanna like I used to, but there is still a very good amount of beach to walk north of Ohanna
and I think the vocal minority has gone through their “grieving process” and unhappily accepts
the laws regarding beachfront property ownership.

In a candid conversation with the coastal engineer who had input on the enclosed Power
Point, he mentioned on a phone call that he did not know how successful the groins would
be in holding the sand. He was confident that this area would be a challenge given how far
the groins would jet out from Ohanna wall (200’ ++) creating a very unnatural peninsula. He
also questioned whether FDEP would actually allow such a project that would extend out that
far into the gulf.

If the groins are installed taxpayers will be strapped with maintaining the renourishment
at a potentially steep and unknown cost. Note — All of the cost estimates were done prior to
recent inflation spikes.

Now that Hurricane Idalia has exposed seawalls and other hard structure — I believe LBK
code requires property owners to maintain seawalls (Seawalls shall be maintained plumb and
in good repair, without visible deterioration, spalling of concrete, exposed reinforcements,
ground holes, or other damage). Why not enforce current municipal code? This would also
give property owners an opportunity to protect their properties and exhibit their willingness
to do so without relying on others (taxpayers) to bail them out.

Casey Key Example:

Use Casey Key as a guideline. Very exclusive beachfront homes protected by natural rocks
at homeowner expense. It does not seem to influence property values nor a desire to build
beachfront. In fact, new home construction is built to withstand sea rise and as time goes on,
people will build with the expectation of erosion and storm surge. I believe that LBK can make
an investment and effort to help the 16 property owners with getting the necessary clearance to
reinforce their properties. This might not be a perfect solution, but it does not strap taxpayers
to a very questionable and expensive project. Here is an example of a Casey Key home:

In summary — Gulfside erosion is not a new problem as is evident with half century old
seawalls. The owners of these properties are/were aware of the challenges in this area (or at least
should have been aware with some due diligence) and LBK can empower these homeowners by
getting the necessary clearance to reinforce their properties, enhance the aesthetics, and help
maintain property values. Taxpayers should not be asked to bail out 16 homeowners that have
current property values of $4 million (land only) to as much as $17 million (i.e. spec home
currently being built at 6489 Gulfside Rd) for an expensive experimental project that will
require constant funding. In the best interest of the majority of LBK homeowners, wouldn’t
it make sense to at least explore and try this approach first before committing to such a large
investment — what do we have to lose? Thank You for reading this.

Steve Weyl

Longboat Key

TDC

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin

Thank you for the support and kind words. We have a great team at VSC. I was able to go
to Michael’s on East last night with my husband to get the Savor Sarasota menu and it was
phenomenal, as usual. Still planning to try to get to a few more spots next week, so definitely
will have to try to get out to the lazy lobster. Thanks for sharing the Intel!

Erin Duggan

Executive Director

Visit Sarasota County

TDC

To: Visit Sarasota Executive Director Erin Duggan

Erin, just a note to say thank you for you for your descriptive update yesterday, as usual,
very informative. Wanted to say we had a meal at one of the Saver Sarasota establishments The
lazy lobster and had an excellent meal with excellent feedback from the owner, Michael Garey
regarding the response to this program. Thanks again.

Gary Coffin

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Beautiful oak tree cut down at S. School Ave.

To: Sarasota City Commissioner Jen Ahearn-Koch

SAVE!
Up to 35% Off

Plantation
Shutters

SHUTTERS ¢ ROLLER & SOLAR SHADES

BLINDS e CUSTOM DRAPERIES & CORNICES

Visit our Showroom
4201 N. Washington Blvd. Sarasota
Mon-Fri9 am to 5 pm & Sat 10 am to 2 pm

www.blindsanddesignsofflorida.com

941-360-9200

| etters

I am writing regarding my beautiful oak tree that was cut down on October 10, 2025. It is
within the 6-feet area from the road.

In October 7, 2024, 1 had left Sarasota due to Hurricane Milton and was out of state. On
October 10, there was a small water leak from a pipe next to the tree that alerted my neighbors
to contact me.

My neighbors called the City and someone showed up to address the pipe’s water leak. Since
I wasn’t there, I do not know who specifically decided to cut down my gorgeous oak tree, home
to woodpeckers, cardinals, blue jays, etc., but they cut it down.

I need your help to please remove the stump that is still in my yard, replace the area with
sod, and also plant a new tree.

I have attached photographs for your view. The diameter of the stump is approximately 17
inches. I think the trees across the street were planted at the same time.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Linda Wolfe

Sarasota

Beautiful oak tree cut down at S. School Ave.

To: Linda Wolfe

Thank you for your email. I am so sorry about the oak tree and I have copied the Interim
City Manager and City Arborist on this email to respond accordingly. So sorry the beautiful
Oak is gone!

Jen Ahearn-Koch

City Commissioner

City of Sarasota

Ads that work...

ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

DRIFT

KITCHEN & BAR

Top-Ranked for a Reason

Perched on the eighth floor of Lido Beach Resort, Drift ranks #1 among 900
Sarasota restaurants on TripAdvisor for its unrivaled views and unforgettable flavors.

opalcollection.com/lido-beach 941.388.2161
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The News

Business Directory

Professional

e Detailed Interior & Exterior Home Checks
¢ Time & Date Stamped Reporting & Photos
e Concierge Services to Fit Your Needs

e Home Maintenance Coordination

1 *
Cindy Jessup, Owner

4

E'. e
941.915.1248

www.whcsarasota.com

L ved again

Boutique
UPSCALE WOMEN'S CONSIGNMENT STORE

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES

* JOHNNY WAS e CHANEL
* HERMES ¢ JIMMY CHOO

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 ¢ Sarasota
BESIDE TRADER JOE'S

941.702.8159

Mes /Ziesthetics
BE WELL WITH DR. MESA!

e Direct Primary Care

¢ Weight Management

e Anti-Aging Care

¢ Now Offering: The HydraFacial

Dr. Nathalia Mesa
941-251-0600

www.mesaesthetics.com

Wildewood Professional Plaza !
3645 Cortez Road West, Suite 110
Bradenton, FL 34210

Hablo espariol

FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN

ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND
BOUGHT - SOLD - APPRAISED

Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby
941.925.1025

By appointment only

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

Professional men’s barber services.

At our salon or at your residence
on Longboat or Lido Key.

Call or text for appointments.

200 Central Ave. 941.297.8991
Suite 11
e www.menshaircustsarasota.com

Cortez Bait & Seafood

Fresher than Fresh!
Local Florida Seafood
Oysters « Shrimp - Clams
= Fish Spread - Smoked Mullet

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
941.794.1547 12110 Cortez Road West

) Cortez, FL
www.cortezbaitandseafood.com
SEE US ON FACEBOOK

GREENWICH INTERIORS, LLC

Creating beautiful, functional
residential and commercial spaces.

e New construction
e Remodeling
¢ Project management

We bring your vision to life.

NANCY O’ROURKE, Principal
(941) 279-7500

nancy@greenwichinteriors.com
Greenwichinteriors.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS
484-889-8991 ¢ menshaircutsarasota.com

Celebrating 27 years
on the island!

DESIGNO
DESIGN o EXCELLENCE
DESIGN AND EXPERIENCE

DESIGN C© INHARAND NAIL DESIGN
DESIGNCN  941-387-9807

JOIN US

at Whitney Beach Plaza
for Summer Night Out
Mingle, Shop, Sip & Savor!

Thursday June 19, 4 - 6 p.m.

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

Taxes and Accounting 5370#202

941-387- 0926CP A

GMD

Call for a
FREE Evaluation!

SERVICES
Personal Care
Respite Care
Alzheimer’s Care
Light Cleaning
Med Administration
Meal Preparation

ROSA TORRES, owNer
941-536-6372

epichomecareprovider@gmail.com Errands & More

Steffs St

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES

ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY

5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
IN THE CENTRE SHOPS e 941.383.1901
CLOSED THROUGH MID-OCTOBER

SteffsStuffLBK.com

MASSAGE &
FACIAL REJUVENATION

e Acupuncture

e Injection Therapy
e Herbology

e Homeopathy

941.250.6911

AcuMedFL.com ¢ KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
2953 Bee Ridge Road e Sarasota, FL 34239

e Massage

2 -_—
riang

Bob and Mary are @
5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr
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WineTimes

St Armands — Lido Key
Sector Resilience Part 2

Food & Beverage

While far from complete, the recovery of the St. Armand’s Circle and Lido Key area has moved

beyond its critical first stages.

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@Ibknews.com

Last week’s Wine Times column surveyed the St. Armand’s — Lido Key food and bever-
age sector beginning on City Island and moving south on
Boulevard of the Presidents along the west side of the circle
to Lido Beach and back north toward the Circle.

Continuing the survey past Kilwin’s and River Street
Sweets on John Ringling approaching the Circle, we see
Rico’s Pizzeria and Le Macaron open to walk in custom-
ers. Many of the stores on the south side of the Circle have
closed. Ben & Jerry’s has opened and serves ice cream until
10PM. Big Olaf’s Creamery (serving Yoder’s Ice Cream) on
west Washington Street stays open to 10PM as well. Two
locations of Ephesus Mediterranean Delights have reopened
on the Circle. Settimi’s Gelato, as one would expect, serves
tasty gelato.

The Meaney’s Mini-Donut shop at the intersection of the
Circle and Boulevard of the Presidents has closed. Going
south away from the Circle along the hard-hit area on the
right side of Boulevard of the Presidents, all food venues have closed. The Italian ristorante Le
Colonne, famous for Mama Graziella’s handmade pasta, has a “temporarily closed” sign out
front. We are hoping that this landmark restaurant makes a comeback soon.

Across the Boulevard of the Presidents from Le Colonne, the trattoria 15 South by Napulg,
offers a full bar, a wood-fired Neopolitan pizzas, and handmade pasta. Continuing north and
east on the Circle, the Crab and Fin restaurant (craft cocktails and fresh shell and fin fish dish-
es) is serving a steady stream of customers. Going east on John Ringling toward the Ringling
Bridge, a new I Love Candy and Ice Cream location is opening just before the large Alvin’s
Alley store. In the middle of that block, the Blue Dolphin Café opens early for coffee and
breakfast. Past the Blue Dolphin, the Green Zebra (vegetarian) has opened for takeout orders.

Continuing north across John Ringling and circling back west toward the Circle, Tommy
Bahamas Restaurant has staked out an expanse of storefronts below the former location of the
Shore Restaurant on the level above. Tommy Bahamas plans to open both the lower and upper
levels of restaurant space this summer.

Starbucks on the Circle has closed temporarily. The Café at Soliel nearby has stepped in to
serve cappuccino and other brunch specialties. The adjoining Café at St. Armands serves drinks
and Mediterranean lunch and dinner selections. The Cha Cha Coconuts tropical bar and café,
owned by the Columbia restaurant group, occupies a space between the Café on St. Armand
and the Columbia. The Cilantro Café on the level above the Columbia opened shortly after
the Circle opened shortly after Hurricane Milton.

In the area immediately west and north of the Columbia, the Madison Café has closed. That
block of N Boulevard of the Presidents remains open for development.

While far from complete, the recovery of the St. Armand’s Circle and Lido Key area has
moved beyond its critical first stages. The commercial and residential tax base of the area has
inspired federal, state, county, and city agencies to help improve resiliency to storm surges in
particular and flooding in general. The future of St. Armand’s Circle and Lido Key depends on
public and private efforts that rely on one another: so far, so good, but still uncertain.

S. W, Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data science and epidemiology to help
develop research databases for the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department of
Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited premier vineyards and taste wines
[from major appellations in California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from Tuscany
and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale
in Australia, and the Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between residences in
Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restaurant shortly after graduating from college
with a degree in Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experience in the food and
wine industry. Family and friends rate him as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He
lives in Severna Park, Maryland.
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DEACAT LIMU
941-320-1120 « beachlimosfl.com

I'm Chris Pinto, and together with my wife, Tiana, we’ve been happily

serving Long Island, New York, for the past 20 years. We recently moved to
Sarasota with our four adorable puppies, and we’re beyond excited to bring |
our passion for service to your community!
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BRUCE MYER . ,;f;
GROUP |

#2 COLDWELL BANKER DUO TEAM IN THE NATION

EN PROVENCE e $4,995,000
2161 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #3
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA e 3,800 SF e Gulf front terrace

CHASE MYER (941) 315-5318

MARINA BAY ¢ $2,695,000
2410 HARBOURSIDE DR., #121
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR+FAMILY ROOM/3.5BA e 3,825 SF

BRUCE MYER (941) 376-5311

MARINA BAY e $1,999,000
2550 HARBOURSIDE DR., #322
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/2.5BA ¢ 2,830 S ¢ Updated

EMERALD POINTE NORTH - $1 849,000
2065 HARBOUR LINKS DRIVE
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA e 2,865 SF e Updated

GRAND BAY e $1,845,000
3010 GRAND BAY BLVD. #482
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA e 2,250 SF ¢ Furnished

ISLANDER CLUB e $995,000
2301 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #36N
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA e 1,235 SF e Gulf front

LBK YACHT & TENNIS CLUB - $869,900
4215 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #103
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA e 1,497 SF e Furnished

N]OW SOLD

FAIRWAY BAY e $995,000
1900 HARBOURSIDE DR., #102
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2.5BA e 1,590 SF ¢ Updated e Boat Dock

NEW PRICE

ATRIUM e $799,000
2120 HARBOURSIDE DR., #617
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/2BA ¢ 2,105 SF e Furnished e Walk-Down to Bay

NOW SOLD

LONGBOAT KEY TOWERS e $1,500,000
603 LONGBOAT CLUB RD., #1102N
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA e 1,458 SF e Gulf & Bay views

FAIRWAY BAY e $840,000
1928 HARBOURSIDE DR., #1404
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA e 2,565 SF e Furnished

COREY'S LANDING e $1,149,000
3467 BYRON LANE
LONGBOAT KEY, FL

3BR/2.5BA e 2,227 SF e 2 Car garage

BEACHPLACE - $939,000
1095 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #503
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA e 1,503 SF e Gulf front community

BAYOU BAY ISLES - $1 325,000
3341 BAYOU SOUND
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/2.5BA e 2,421 SF e Dock

EMBASSY VILLAS e $649,000
800 S. BLVD. OF THE PRESIDENTS #19
SARASOTA, FL
2BR/2BA e 1,090 SF ¢ Income Potential

NOW SOLD

BAYPORT BEACH & TENNIS - $845,000
523 BAYPORT WAY e LONGBOAT KEY, FL
Furnished 2BR/2.5BA ¢ 1,685 SF
Represented Buyer

This material is based upon information that we consider to be reliable, but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is accurate or complete, and it should not be relied upon as such.
The offering is subject to errors, omissions, changes, including price, or withdrawal without notice.

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250 - LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228




	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16

