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Look Longboat Key St. Regis

& celebrates ‘Topping Off;’
plan for garage under review

Soon project developer Unicorp will learn if the
Town of Longboat Key will allow the addition of a

parking garage.

STEVE REID
Editor & Publisher
sreid@Ibknews.com

For owners of the 69 St. Regis
condominiums under construction
as well as the travel industry and
Longboat residents, the Topping
Off ceremony held last week marks
the completion of the highest point
— the pinnacle of the project.

And soon developer Unicorp will
learn if the Town of Longboat Key
will allow the addition of a parking
garage.

Longboat Planning, Zoning and
Building Director Alan Parsons
said the plan could go before the
Planning and Zoning Board in

April at the earliest. After that it
would go before the Commission
for two readings

The entirety of the swirling sea of
activity on the 17.6 acre site — and
once home to the storied Colony
Beach and Tennis Resort — will
bring a hotel with 166 rooms as
well as amenities including event
spaces, a lazy river, pools and a
Monkey Bar.

Unicorp seeks to amend the plan
to add a three level parking garage
on the northeast corner of the
property.

The application was received
in January in the Town Planning
and Zoning Department and the

request includes:

* removing 62 mechanical lift
parking spaces and a 38-space sur-
face parking lot

¢ adding a new 157 space parking
garage

* deleting beach shelters, tiki hut

* moving patio heaters and fire
lane further eastward

* amending departures for open
space, living space ratio and adding
new departures for dimensions of
spaces in parking structures as well
as the building separation require-
ment between the hotel and the
proposed parking structure.

When the commission approved

See St. Regis, page 2

NewsWorthy

Sarasota
Performing
Arts Center

latest plan

The Sarasota Performing Arts
Center Architect Selection Task
Force made significant progress
this week during a public meet-
ing as it selected six semi-finalists
from 18 shortlisted applicants who
were invited to submit proposals
to design the new performing arts
center.

The six architect firms select-
ed to advance in the process are:
Diller Scofidio + Renfro, Foster +
Partners Limited, Gehry Partners
LLP, Henning Larsen, Renzo Piano
Building Workshop, and Snehetta.
We are fortunate to have such a
distinguished field of semi-finalists.

The Task Force began the win-
nowing process after 43 architec-
tural firms from around the world

See NewsWorthy, page 2

Energizing Longboat’s North End

It was smiles and
excitement for the
crowd at the grand
opening of Sips cof-
fee shop last week.
Owners Justina
Condensa and
fiance Chris Carter
have brought their
passion for coffee,
smoothies and juic-
es to the very north-
end of Longboat
Key at 6828 Gulf of
Mexico Drive.
Longboat leaders
came out for the
ribbon cutting along
with family and
friends.

Sips hours are

7 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Tuesday through
Sunday
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Red tide levels are starting to affect wildlife

Not only have a number of fish kills from Collier to Manatee counties been reported to the
Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission over the past month, but manatee have
also been affected by the toxic algae blooms.

Over the past week, the FWC has rescued three manatees likely sick from red tide exposure,
the agency recently tweeted.

Manatees often accidentally ingest red tide by eating seagrass with epiphytes — such as small
crustaceans and barnacles — growing on the blades, according to the University of Floridas
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences Extension program. During red tide blooms, epi-
phytes remove red tide cells from the water.

Once consumed, these toxins can poison manatees. The animals can also breathe in red tide
toxins.

Manatees sickened by red tide might lose control of their motor function and suffer symp-
toms similar to a seizure, UF said. This could cause them to die, as they might mistakenly
inhale water while convulsing.

Dead, sick, injured or distressed manatees can be reported to the FWC Wildlife Hotline at
888-404-3922.

It’s surrey ride season at The Legacy Trail

Presented by Sarasota County and the Friends of the Legacy Trail, the 2023 schedule just
started and will run until April 12. Experience the beauty of The Legacy Trail as you ride in
the comfort of the surrey, a four-passenger, four-wheeled canopy-covered bicycle. The surrey
runs three times a day with departures on the hour from 10 a.m. to noon, every Tuesday and
Wednesday. Grab your friends and register to claim your spot. Call 941-486-2757 to register
and click here to learn more about the 2023 Surrey Ride Program.

Bobby Jones Golf Club - Renovation Update

Construction is progressing well on Bobby Jones Golf Club, our historic municipal golf
course! The back nine fairways (holes 10-18) have been grassed and the greens will be complet-
ed when ground temperatures warm to optimum levels for healthy growth. On the front nine,
both sprigging and sod installation started last month. The 9-hole adjustable Gillespie Course
is being shaped and will be ready for grass soon. Construction also began this week on the new
driving range and accompanying building, practice green and restrooms. And, work will get
underway soon on a temporary clubhouse as well as the Gillespie Course starter booth/shop.
As you can see in the photo above showing holes 10 and 18, the renovation is looking good!

Meanwhile, design concepts for the new clubhouse are being created by Fawley Bryan
Architecture and will be presented to the City Commission for consideration in the coming
months.

The wetlands located on the property have been fully constructed and will be planted with
native aquatic shoreline vegetation beginning in April. Bobby Jones is the City’s single largest
green space and with the creation of these new wetlands, water quality in the region will be
vastly improved with stormwater being filtered as it flows through the property and ultimately
into Sarasota Bay.

St. Regis, from page 1

the overall site plan in 2021, Unicorp convinced the commission that mechanical lifts would
be adequate to solve its parking needs. The commission was concerned about the idea of lifts
and the possibility of creating traffic issues, but the applicant said it was in its own interests
and capable of managing event traffic and that the lifts would work efficiently.

Since Unicorp is looking to modify the plan as well as seek additional departures from town
code, it means the entire site development plan approval will have to be amended.

In addition to the hotel and residences, two restaurants, a grille, three bars, a ballroom,
boardrooms, a lazy river and several pools will adorn the property.

NewsWorthy, from page 1

submitted their qualifications last December.

Next, the Task Force will meet in May to narrow the six semi-finalists down to three. Those
finalists will be invited to Sarasota to present their ideas and vision for a new performing arts
center that will serve as a hub for innovation, inspiration and entertainment for generations
to come.

The architect selection process is funded through a State of Florida appropriation.

More information about the project is available at www.VWFoundation.org/onpoint

Now bookmg for Winter 2023

941-925-3723

Longboat Key Showroom

By Appointment Only

5610 Gulf of Mexico Drive | Longboat Key, FL 34228
State Certified General Contractor (G-C-1531837

Serving Longboat Key, Lido Key, Bird Key and St. Armandes.

CREATIVE KITCHENS< BATHS

YOU CREATE THE DREAM — WE CREATE THE REALITY

Bringing your vision to hfe. 0

Known for impeccable construction standards, build quality
and attention to detail, our team will bring your vision
to life from first conversation to job completion.

Full Kitchen & Home Remodeling
Custom Cabinetry & Closets | Custom Tile Work
Hardwood & LVP Floors | Solid Core Doors
Baseboards & Ceiling Molding/Trim

www.CreativeKitchenAndBaths.com
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DIPINTO COLLECTION
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LONGBOAT KEY - 455 LONGBOAT CLUB RD #603 $2,345,000
The Pierre - Gulf to bay, city views from this 3BR/2BA, 2,470 SF residence

behind the gates of the Longboat Key Club. Balcony access from every
room. 24-Hour concierge. Guest suites, fitness area, club room, tennis, pool,

$6,999,000
Waterfront location, this custom home is situated on a quiet cul-de-sac
steps to Siesta Key. Offering 4,500 AC/SF, with an open concept floor plan,
highly desirable finishes and touches, and 3-car garage, you will be im-
pressed. Work with builder direct to create your dream home.

and more.

LIDO KEY -129 TAFT DR., #201 $2,799,000 LONGBOAT KEY - 6489 GULFSIDE DRIVE $15,900,000
Park Residences - Live steps from the Gulf in this luxurious, coveted 3BR/3BA Fabulous Gulf front lot offering nearly 100 ft. of sandy beach, this gorgeous
end unit featuring direct sunset views from oversized terrace. This young DSDG Architect designed home is a rare find. Boasting almost 6,000 AC/SF,
6-year-old, stylish building is code compliant, offering full array of developer this spectacular home is custom built with the finest details throughout.
upgrades. Resort-style pool. Architect designed landscaped exterior and 4-car garage.

SEAWARD HOMES

LIDO SHORES - 1212 CENTER PLACE $5,699,000 SIESTA KEY - HIGEL AVE. $16,995,000
Currently under construction. Spectacular location, steps to private beach Currently under construction and scheduled to be ready Fall 2023, this
and St. Armands Circle. This desirable, custom residence offers an open, breathtaking 8,964 AC/SF residence is one of a kind, designed by DSDG. Gulf
bright, and airy floor plan with 5BR/5BA. Impressive 23-ft. ceiling in great front property on one acre and offers a 2,000 SF roof terrace. Separate guest
room. Fantastic outdoor area w/custom pool, spa, kitchen and lanai. house and 8-car garage. No expense spared on this remarkable home.

Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan
REALTOR - 26 YEARS EXPERIENCE
YOUR ISLAND RESIDENT SPECIALIST NOW ACCEPTING CLIENTS FOR 2023

941-928-2922

NDiPintoRealtor@gmail.com PATRICK DIPINTO

PREMIUM CUSTOM WEST OF TRAIL &
HOME BUILDER BARRIER ISLANDS

SEAWARD-HOMES.COM | 941.388.2021

COLDWELL BANKER GLOBAL LUXURY - 443 JOHN RINGLING BLVD., STE. F, SARASOTA, FL 34236 53 S. PALM AVE., SARASOTA, FL 34236 | #CBC1253416
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HditorLetters

Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Rusovich column

To: Editor

Perhaps I am just growing weary of Red and Blue States - Republican and Democratic Issues
and such! But despite the fact that Gregory Rusovich wrote an interesting editorial, and had a
nice Red and Blue map to display in his editorial in the Longboat Key News on February 24,
I feel compelled to point out that Mr. Rusovich did just what so many media “professionals”
are doing these days .... and that is mixing “facts” to support an argument or an issue which
really aren’t pertinent to the topic being dealt with.

His article titled The Exodus from Blue to Red States opens with a by-line Message to
Floridians: reserve your beach chairs, dinner reservations and symphony seats now - a New
Influx of residents fleeing blue states will be arriving soon. This may be a witty, humorous tru-
ism, but it was followed with a number of hypothetical questions suggesting that perhaps those
fleeing the blue states were trying to escape high crime, or those suffocating wealth creation, or
progressive school boards or faculty who perpetuate radical social issues like gender “nonsense?”

I see no reason other than political for the questions, as the writer then talks factually that
one of the main reasons for the migration to Florida is the weather — true indeed. The migra-
tion of “snowbirds” who become residents has been going on for years, and the number has
been increasing for years - e.g. The Villages. Based upon my observations and listening to
residents of Longboat Key and Anna Maria Island in the past couple of years, the reasons for
moving to Florida are WWF - Weather, Water and Financial. The Covid driven increase in
working from home has been a large part in the migration increase based upon families we've
interacted with. Thats part of the “Financial” I suppose, and there are far too many other
“financial reasons” for migration for me to offer here, but they include Taxes, especially when
compared to the Northeastern states and the fact that we have no income tax here in Florida.

Weather issues are obvious and significant. No reason to “prove that”. And for those of us
on Longboat Key and Anna Maria Island, water for boating and beaches abound. But as we
discussed Rusovich’s article, we couldn’t recall even one conversation that had migration based
on politics, or whether red or blue state backgrounds were a factor. Not one.

One issue which Rusovich stressed was crime. But he didn’t provide a lot of “facts” to sup-
port this, so we offer a few notes just for giggles, as they say:

* Murder is a category of violent crime. Murder is a bigger problem in Red States than Blue
States.

* Violent Crime comparisons of cities are easy to obtain - comparing 2020 data for example
on per capita murder rates:

- were 40 percent higher in states won by Trump than by Biden.
- Jacksonville has a much higher violent crime rate than New York City
- Jacksonville has nearly twice the property crime compared to NYC.
And because I'm a retired teacher, I note that 42 States have more state support for schools

CASEY KEY WATERFRONT DIRECT BAY FRONT

105 CASEY KEY RD., #34
NOKOMIS, FL
3BR/2BA | 1,170 SF | ASSIGNED BOAT SLIP
$995,000

DIRECT GULF FRONT

NOW SOLD
e . _merie H-

3606 FAIR OAKS PLACE
LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228
4BR+DEN/3BA | 3,842 SF | 24’ DOCK
$3,600,000

FULL GULF VIEWS

NOW SOLD
ons

2105 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #3503
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA | 1,463 SF | FULLY UPDATED
$1,650,000

GULF FRONT LOT
6489 GULFSIDE ROAD | LONGBOAT KEY, FL
100’ X 210’ VACANT LOT
NOW SOLD - $3,995,000

4325 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #304
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/2.5BA | 1,336 SF | UPDATES
$1,090,000

LONGBOAT KEY LOT
641 FOX STREET | LONGBOAT KEY, FL
50’ X 105" CORNER LOT READY TO BUILD
OFFERED FOR $499,900

Dennis Girard, Realtor

941.809.0041
dennis.girard@premiersir.com

Premier | Sotheby’s

Premier Sotheby’s International Realty
50 Central Ave, Suite 110 e Sarasota, FL 34236

than Florida. I won't get started on the many reasons why migration to Florida is not because
of our schools.

Enough of this as I suspect most readers get the drill .... migration from and to States is an
issue. It is important to consider and interesting as a topic. And there are a host of issues related
to it, but suggesting that things like school boards and faculty and crime are part of the assess-
ment just doesn’t work in the assessment.

Cheryl Harper

Longboat Key

Grand Bay

To: Marie Selby Botanical Gardens Vice President for Regional History John McCarthy

I enjoyed your talk this morning at the Lido Key Residents’ Association breakfast and learned
a lot about the history of our area. Please let me know when you will be appearing at Grand
Bay and who is running that program so that I can try and catch the Longboat Key version.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Longboat Key

Grand Bay

To: Marie Selby Botanical Gardens Vice President for Regional History John McCarthy
Thanks, John. Unfortunately, I am otherwise engaged at the time of your Grand Bay appear-
ance, but I am thinking of recommending you to our local alumni club, The Yale Club of

See Letters, page 6
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Harry's features a wide variety of craft cocktails,
an extensive wine selection paired with coastal cuisine.

Breakfast | Brunch | Lunch | Dinner

JAPANESE
OLD FASHIONED
toki Suntory whisky,

jasmine~ginger»honey syrup,
peach bicters, lemon twist

COCONUT CRUSTED
LOCAL RED SNAPPER

with pineapp]e chili sauce

FEATURING:

* Live Maine Lobster
* Fresh Fish ¢ Gulf Shrimp

- Salads * Seafood Favorites
* Ribs, Burgers & More!
- Entrées Starting at $17
* Early Dining & Happy Hour
Mon -Sat 3:30 - 5:00

LAZY L29BSTER

Open for In-House Dining & Take Out
Lunch: Mon - Sat 11:00AM - 2:00 PM
Dinner: Mon - Sat 3:30 - 9:00 PM

Online Ordering Available for Take-Out
AND Curbside Pick-Up!

5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr.
(in the Centre Shops)

www.lazylobsteroflongboat.com
(941) 383-0440
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YOUR LUXURY PROPERTY SPECIALISTS

$5,495,000

.‘. 4 -_ - \‘N
~ : ‘;L"M‘rn;
4975 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #305 | LONGBOAT KEY

Elevate your coastal lifestyle in this magnificent 3BR/3.5BA penthouse in the exclusive beachfront community of Positano on the
Gulf, showcasing breathtaking views of turquoise waters and mesmerizing nightly sunsets from the expansive terrace.

waltergrouprealestate.com

STEVE WALTER
941.809.0907
Steve@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

JANET WALTER
941.232.2000
Janet@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

Michael Saunders & Company.

LICEMNSED REAL ESTATE BROKER

5910 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Under Construction. This spectacular,4,210 sq. ft., newly built 4BR/4.5BA, coastal contemporary waterfront home provides easy
access to the Intracoastal Waterway, Sarasota Bay and Gulf of Mexico. Located on a three-quarter acre lot with 133 feet of front-
age on a 125-foot-wide canal.

BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME
! 524 HALYARD LANE | LONGBOAT KEY

I N P Country Club Shores - WATERFRONT 100 ft. x 100 ft. buildable lot. Includes
i 2 ; 2BR/2BA, 1,668 sq. ft. home. Perfect location for new construction on deep water
canal. Highly desirable location for southern exposure on pool and outdoor space.
Seller commissioned design of a new, contemporary home and considers property
Fit as lot value. Picture reflects one possible new build option.

529 BAYVIEW DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY 100 SANDS POINT RD., #208 | LONGBOAT KEY

Contemporary canal-front home with private dock and quick Gulf front, 2BR/2BA residence with a Chef’s kitchen, a
access to the bay and Gulf of Mexico. Located on a quiet spacious, open living area, along with dining space and a
street designed for privacy, this 2,808 sf, 4BR/3BA home separate den area. Located at the Southern Point of Longboat

features an open floorplan with expansive living spaces, pool Key within the gates of the Longboat Key Clu.b

$5,

o . =
.l 1
b

$2,995,000 K A

830 TARAWITT DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY 1111 RITZ CARLTON DR., #1703 | SARASOTA 1630 HARBOR CAY LANE | LONGBOAT KEY
Just three lots to the ICW from this over 2,500 sf, coastal 2015 Captivating panorama of bay, island and Gulf vistas Rarely available Bay Isles Harbor bayfront lot. Sweeping views of Sarasota Bay, this
built home. Living area and kitchen open to the patio and from every room, this expansive northwest-facing, property is situated at the end of a cul-de-sac on an oversized 16,1000 sq. ft. lot
contemporary pool. The privacy of the second level offers two 3BR/4BA Ritz-Carlton penthouse has been meticulous- with 150-feet of canal frontage overlooking Sarasota Bay.

guest bedrooms with full bath, plus an extra lounge. ly cared for and maintained by the original owners.
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Letters, from page 4

the Suncoast, as we put together our speaker series for next
Season. Any interest?

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Longboat Key

Program for Yale Club

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

Yes, we do outreach programs as our schedules allow. I have
copied Jemma Fagler on this communication as she handles
all requests for programs.

John McCarthy

Vice President for Regional History

Marie Selby Botanical Gardens

Program for Yale Club

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

I would be happy to arrange for a program by John
McCarthy for the Yale Club. What is the anticipated timeline
for your speaker program so we can check our calendar?

Jemma Fagler
Assistant to the President & CEO

Marie Selby Botanical Gardens

Program for Yale Club

To: Marie Selby Botanical Gardens Assistant to the President
& CEO Jenna Fagler

I have a Director’s meeting next week and will broach the
subject and calendar. We have monthly speaker luncheons at
the Sarasota Yacht Club from November thru May and are
beginning to put next year’s schedule together.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Longboat Key

Roadwatch Report US 41 Gulfstream
Roundabout, Week of Sunday, March 5

To: Longboat Key Commission, Sarasota City Commission

US 41 at Gulfstream Avenue Roundabout Project, Sarasota:
Construction project: Crews will work within the right-of-
way, medians, driveways and throughout the project limits.
Please use caution and watch for construction vehicles, dump
trucks, semi-trucks and heavy equipment entering or exiting
the work zone.

R o T Y iy et e S S
- S e e e

Sy

Dreaming of city living
on the Gulf Coast?

HELPING YOU ACHIEVE YOUR FLORIDA DREAM LIFESTYLE

LONGBOAT KEY ANNA MARIA ISLAND BIRD KEY

Now’s the time to make your dreams come true.

our team focuses on your needs and exceeds
your expectations.

LIDO KEY

As your community partner with deep local knowledge,

SIESTA KEY SARASOTA BRADENTON

BROWN
LARSON;

SARASOTA AND ISLAND LIVING

Earl Larson

Tryla Larson
REALTOR®

REALTOR®
MOBILE 941.962.1122
OFFICE  941.383.7591

TrylaLarson@michaelsaunders.com

MOBILE 314.324.1517
OFFICE  941.383.7591

EarlLarson@michaelsaunders.com

TrylaBrownLarson.com

Michael Saunders & Company.

LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER

LUXURY >
| PORTFOLIO 7
INTERNATIONAL

440 Gulf of Mexico Dr | Longboat Key, FL 34228

Activities Include:

Grading of the new pond at Gulfstream Avenue by the
Marina Jacks parking lot.

Removal of existing sidewalk to install new sidewalk on
Gulfstream Avenue between Sunset Drive and the round-
about. Pedestrians will be rerouted around the work. Please
follow the marked detours.

Installing signal and overhead sign mast-arm assemblies on
Gulfstream Avenue between Sunset Drive and the Gulfstream
roundabout.

Beginning excavation and curb pad preparation of the
Gulfstream Avenue median between Sunset Drive and the
Gulfstream roundabout.

Lane closures scheduled on Thursday, March 2, weather
permitting.

Daytime/Lane Closures:

Anticipated schedule, weather permitting:

Day time asphalt milling operations are scheduled Thursday,
March 3, 2023.

Asphalt milling work will occur in the median on
Gulfstream Avenue between Sunset Drive and the Gulfstream
roundabout.

Motorists traveling through the project during the opera-
tion should expect to encounter lane closures between 7 a.m.
and 5 p.m.

Lane closures will be used on an intermittent bases to allow
for trucks to enter and exit the work area, and to mill some
isolated areas. Lane closures will occur in both directions on
Gulfstream Avenue.

Detours/Crossings:

Phase 2B configuration is in place. Motorists on approach
yield to motorists within the roundabout. Vehicles within the
roundabout have priority and right of way.

Palm Avenue, 1st Street, and 2nd Street are closed at the
US 41 connection in both directions. Entering and exiting
the downtown area via Cocoanut Avenue to Fruitville Road
is recommended.

Sidewalk at the northwest corner of US 41 at Gulfstream
Avenue is closed. Pedestrian paths are available via US 41
Multi-Use Recreational Trail (MURT) along Ritz Carlton
Drive.

Sidewalk on the east side of US 41 between Gulfstream
Avenue and Fruitville Road is closed for reconstruction work.
Pedestrians should use Cocoanut Avenue for access to down-
town and to the Main Street.

The east pedestrian crosswalk at Sunset Drive and
Gulfstream Avenue is closed. The west pedestrian crosswalk is
available to cross Gulfstream Avenue. Signage and pedestrian
barricades are in place for guidance.

Marina Jacks north parking lot entrance/exit on Gulfstream
Avenue is closed to vehicular traffic. Motorists may access
the parking lot via Bayfront Drive at Main Street/Marina
Plaza. No through traffic allowed through this area. Motorist
may not exit the Marina Jacks parking lot via Bayfront Drive
at Main Street/Marina Plaza. The south exit at Ringling
Boulevard must be used to exit Marina Jacks.

Detours and lane closures will be in place during various
phases of the project. During construction, the speed limit
will be reduced to 25 mph on US 41 and Gulfstream Avenue.

We encourage motorists to allow extra time to travel, follow
the roadway signage and messaging and avoid making unau-
thorized U-turns or changing lanes across solid lines between
the lanes when traveling through the construction work zone.

Construction activities will take place weekdays and week-
ends, daytime and occasionally during nighttime hours.
Expect noise from grinding asphalt, hammer drills, noise
and vibration from construction equipment, backup alarms,
vacuum trucks, pumps, and lighting.

Improvements being made as part of this project consist
of replacing the existing signalized intersection on US 41
at Gulfstream Avenue with a roundabout, installation of
Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon (PHB) system, raised pedestrian

See Letters, page 8

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

Sondie Sk | 941.383.3388

6350 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE « LONGBOAT KEY, FL
CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!
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Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

Address Sq. Ft. List Price Bed/Bath/Half Bath Days On Market  Sale Price
2721 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#301 675 $498,500 1 1 0 70 $475,000
2101 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#2501 1,358 $1,399,000 2 2 0 10 $1,275,000
630 EMERALD HARBOR DR 1,910 $2,495,000 3 2 0 35 $2,375,000
3040 GRAND BAY BLVD Unit#273 2,550 $2,275,000 2 2 1 4 $2,505,000
7110 LONGBOAT DR E 1,700 $2,750,000 2 2 0 98 $2,625,000
1211 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#1003 2,612 $3,350,000 3 3 1 0 $3,350,000
5005 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#2 4,903 $8,500,000 6 6 2 81 $8,400,000
1100 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR Unit#605 918 $650,000 1 1 1 89 $600,000
500 S WASHINGTON DR Unit#6A 1,034 $695,000 2 2 0 1 $720,000
723 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR Unit#2 1,683 $1,300,000 3 2 1 46 $1,200,000
1247 WESTWAY DR 5,039 $7,500,000 3 3 1 0 $7,475,000

5005 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#2

JEFF RHINELANDER

941-685-3590 e Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

COURTNEY TARANTINO

941-893-7203 e courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

WINDING OAKS BIRD KEY - SARASOTA BIRD KEY - PRE-CONSTRUCTION
3402 WINDING OAKS DRIVE « $1,095,000 465 E ROYAL FLAMINGO DRIVE | $7,250,000 314 BIRD KEY DRIVE = 58,145,000

BIRD KEY - SARASOTA SIESTA KEY - SARASOTA ISLANDS WEST #4E - LONGBOAT KEY
526 BIRD KEY DRIVE | $2,895,000 651 AVENIDA DEL NORTE | $2,795,000 SOLD | $1,600,000
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refuge islands, replacement of underground drainage structures, utilities, fiber optic, new LED
streetlights, reconfiguration of stormwater retention ponds, sidewalks, and pedestrian walk-
ways. Expected completion is spring 2023.

Alice Ramos

Community Outreach Manager

Florida Department of Transportation

Canals in Country Club Shores

To: Longboat Key Commission

I want to thank you for considering the modifications to our canal variances to include not
only the dock and lifts but also a vessels beam to be includes in the 25% or 30% variance.
I think that is very reasonable especially as the vessels are getting much larger and tough to
navigate around. Much appreciated!

On another note...are you able to pass an ordinance that back of homes on the canal can
not have flood or any outward lights and only downward type...or a low wattage bulb. As we
have more and more bright lights and it ruins the ambience of our canals at night. Not sure
if that’s you folks but boy would that be a big win!

Jeff Tushar

Longboat Key

Canals in Country Club Shores

To: Jeff Tushar

Thanks for your note regarding canal obstruction. We will be discussing this at our 1 p.m.
Workshop on Tuesday, February 21 at Town Hall, if you are able to attend. As for outdoor
lighting, while there are specific directional restrictions during turtle season on the Gulf side,
no such rules exist otherwise on the island. However, our Code Enforcement Officer, Chris
Kopp, might be able to help with lights that cause a nuisance for a particular property.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Longboat Key

Canals in Country Club Shores

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

Hi Ken! How did the Tuesday workshop go? Any progress?
Jeff Tushar

Longboat Key

Canals in Country Club Shores
To: Jeff Tushar

Town staff will be preparing an ordinance to add vessels to the 30 feet or 30 pct rule.

SELL YOUR CAR!

Fast » Easy * Safe

We Come To You
Call or text now for

INSTANT CAS$H
941-270-4400

HoHoBuysCars.com
Over 200 5-Star Reviews Go gle

Reviews

AFFORDABLE - PROFESSIONAL - DOWNTOWN SARASOTA
Give your children or grandchildren professional tennis instruction
at the City of Sarasota’s Payne Park.

Foam Ball:
Ages 4 to 6, Tuesdays 4 to 5 p.m. kids learn proper contact and
swing using soft foam tennis balls to develop confidence. $20

Red Ball:
Ages 6 to 10, Tuesdays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on, preparation, foot
work, hand-eye coordination and contact. $20

10 And Under High Performance:
Mondays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on biomechanics, technique, footwork,
agility, shot-making and rallying. $20

Middle and High School Tennis Prep:
Wednesdays 4 to 6 p.m. complete tennis training to bring the game
to a match-ready level. $30

Individual Junior lessons $60 per hour.

Sherry ‘Nef’ Price is a USPTR certified professional. She played at IMG and Division 1 College.

Call Payne Park Tennis center at 941-263-6641 to schedule.
Payne Park Tennis Center, 2050 Adams Lane, Downtown Sarasota, 34237

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Longboat Key

DEO Broadband Infrastructure Program, Florida
Municipal Achievement Awards

To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop

I know in the past, there have been broadband infrastructure grants and they did not apply
to Longboat Key. Generally, their main focus is to bring broadband to underserved areas to
increase the availability of high speed internet to all users. Since the Town is fully covered with
broadband (Comcast/Frontier), we were not eligible. However, I'll be attending this one to see
if there are any applications for the Town.

Jason Keen

Chief Information Officer

Town of Longboat Key

Testa v. Town of Jupiter

To: Longboat Key Town Commission

The purpose of this email is to notify you of: (1) a recent Fourth District Court of Appeal
decision (issued Feb. 8, 2023) in Testa v. Town of Jupiter Island that significantly impacts
how local governments continue ordinance adoption hearing(s), and (2) recommend support
of recently filed legislation that seeks to address the notice issues created by the Testa court
decision.

A copy of the recent court opinion in Testa v. Town of Jupiter Island is attached. In Testa,
the Fourth District Court of Appeal determined that the Town of Jupiter Island (“Jupiter”)
violated the ordinance adoption notice requirements in Fla. Stat. 166.041, by failing to re-
advertise a continued public hearing in a newspaper of general circulation. Instead of advertis-
ing, the Jupiter Town Council did what most local governments have historically done, they
publicly opened and continued the noticed hearing to a future meeting date/time. The verbal
continuance was deemed insufficient by the Court and Jupiter’s ordinance was invalidated
(almost 2 years after adoption). The Court’s decision upends years of what has been believed
to be the accepted means of continuing public hearings to future date(s).

Because of the Testa decision, every Florida local government (counties and cities) will be
required to re-advertise any continuances or postponements during ordinance adoption hear-
ings. This will cause additional delay and expense in adoption processes.

In response to the recent court decision, a legislative proposal (SB 170) was filed late last
week to fix the continuance notice issues resulting from the Testa case. The proposed legisla-
tion would have retroactive effect to cover any ordinances passed previously. This legislation
was brought about through the efforts of the Florida League of Cities working with Senator
Trumball and Senate President Passidomo. The Town will want to support this legislation. To
the extent that any of you meet with local delegation members in the upcoming months, please
encourage them to support this legislation. If you have any questions about the Testa case or
the proposed legislation, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Maggie D. Mooney

Town Attorney

Longboat Key

House Bill 798

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

Could House Bill 798 impact plans for a new, redundant sebaceous line? I am concerned
about the administrative restriction.

Penny Gold

Commissioner

Longboat Key

House Bill 798

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Penny Gold

No, this proposed bill should not have an impact on our redundant sub-aqueous line. This
is strictly related to solid waste arrangements (trash, yard trash, recyclables, and the like). Our
vendor, Waste Management, is evaluating what impacts the bill would have as well. On its
face, the bill does not make any sense to me and hinders the market system for solid waste.

Isaac Brownman

Director Public Works

Town of Longboat Key

Monthly rentals on LBK

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

When you are discussing rental policy for LBK please don’t talk about 30-day minimum, as
that excludes February. Please consider using the term “monthly” in any adopted or amended
ordinance. Thank you for your time and efforts. You all do a great job.

Bobbie Banan

Longboat Key

Monthly rentals on LBK

To: Bobbie Banan

Good point. The code actually states, “...individual rental period shall be at least 30 consecu-
tive calendar days, one entire calendar month, or longer.” While it is covered in the code, we
do need to be more accurate in discussions and other areas.

Debra Williams

Commissioner

Longboat Key

P&Z Appointment
To: Longboat Key Commission
Hope everyone had a great weekend!

See Letters, page 11
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WineTimes

Crisp Whites, Rosé, and Light Reds...

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@Ibknews.com

Sometimes it helps to have a shopping list that you can carry with you to the store and help you locate good buys. That
strategy works particularly well with lists of wines. During this time of year we look ahead to warmer weather and wines that
pair well with salads, grilled seafood and vegetables, and other healthy fare. The sheer number of wines in a store can be over-
whelming, yet some stores may carry only a few of the wines on the our list. We may have to shop at multiple stores to find
the wines we want. Some wines on the list repeat what we have recommended earlier because enjoy them so often. With each
item on the list, we have included a “shelf-talker”, one of those little tags that stores put on the front edges of shelves to draw
attention to an item. You know, the tags that read “90 points, Wine Guzzler” or “Silver Medal Bulgarian Wine Festival”, or
something along those lines. Notice in particular the regions where the vineyard acquired the grapes and the vintage year, if
shown; in those instances they can make a big difference in the quality of the wine.

The recommendations begin with sparkling wines and ends with light red wines. A few higher priced bottles, but all sell at
bargain prices considering their quality:

Sparkling wines
_ Gruet Brut Rosé ($18)
_ Domaine Chandon Brut ($17)
_ Segura Viudas Brut Rosé ($12)

New Mexico sparkler, no sugar but tastes sweet.
California sparkler; dry, yeasty, and crisp
Spanish Cava, brut or mixed

White wines
_ 2021 Chateau La Graviére Blanc
Entre-Deux-Mers ($11)
_ Pine Ridge Chenin Blanc + Viognier
blend ($12)
_ D’Arenberg Hermit Crab White ($18)
_ King Estates Pinot Gris ($18)

Sémillon-Sauvignon classic Bordeaux white wine from
area amid Garonne & Dordogne Rivers in France
Blend of Clarksburg & Lodi white wines
80% Chenin-20% Viognier California
Brilliant Viognier-Marsanne, McLaren Vale Australia
Brightly acidic from the Williamette Valley, Oregon
_ 2019 Collefrisio Pecorino Rediscovered Italian white wine grape: dry, complex,
Terre di Chieti ($17) Pocorino grape from the Terre di Chieti area
_ 2018 E. Guigal Cotes Du Rhone Blanc  Primarily Viognier, Roussane, and Marsanne;
blend ($15) Classic Rhone Valley white wine from France
_ Garzon Albarifio Reserva ($16) A superior Spanish white wine
_ Avancia Godello Old Vines ($30) Spanish, 92 point-rated Wine Spectator, white wine
_J. Moreau & Fils Chablis ($32) Following a great tradition in Chablis, France
S. W, Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data

science and epidemiology to help develop research darabases for
the Pentagon, the National
Institutes of Health, the
Department of Agriculture,
and Health Resources and
Services. He has visited pre-
mier vineyards and taste
wines from major appellations
in California, Oregon, New
York State, and internation-
ally from Tuscany and the
Piedmont in Iraly, the Ribera

Rosé Wines
_ Belle Glos Pinot Noir Blanc Rosé
Oeil De Perdrix Vineyard ($19)
_ Mirabeau Pure Rosé ($17)
_ Bonny Doon Vin Gris de Cigare ($15)
_ Chehalem Rosé of Pinot Noir
Chehalem Mountains ($23)

Fragrant and intriguiing, from Mendocino County in
a cooler area in California well north of San Francisco
Grenache & Syrah grapes from the Provence of France
91 rating for this spaceship wine

From the Corral Creek Vineyard in the Chehalem
Mountains in Oregon

Light Red Wines
_ LOLA California Pinot Noir ($20)
_ Etude Lyric Pinot Noir ($20)

Mendocino, Russian River Valley, & Monterey grapes
Santa Barbara County, California, grapes

_ Criterion Pinot Noir ($18)

A standout from Centra Otago, New Zealand

_ Yalumba Y Series Shiraz ($11)

_ Conte Ferdinando Guicciardini

A bargain from Down Under
At an estateating back to 1199, this vineyard produces

del Duero in Spain, the
Barossa Valley and McLaren
Vale in Australia, and the

Borgo di Poppiano Chianti ($11)
_J. Lohr Wildflower Valdiguié ($12)

the Sangiovese grapes in this Chianti

Otego Valley in New Zealand.
Currently he splits time between residences in Chevy Chase,
Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restau-

rant shortly after graduating from college with a degree in
Whether you take this list to a wine shop or supermarket, use it as a starting point for a conversation with wine experts — Muthematics. He has extensive service and management experi-

about what you are hoping to find. You may quickly shift over to big red wines, or have specific tastes that you prefer in the  5¢0 in the food and wine industry. Family and friends rate him
sparkling, white, Rosé, and Light Red categories. Much of the fun happens when you find a wine previously unfamilier to you. 4 #hesr favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He lives in

Happy shoppijng.

PAYNE PARK TENNIS CENTER ~

e Twelve Har Tru Hydrogrid tennis courts
e Locker rooms/with showers

e All courts lighted for evening play

e Certified teaching Pros USPTA/USPTR

e Hitting wall

e Lessons and Clinics

* Leagues and Round Robins

e Tournaments

e Ball machine for rent

e Walk on or reserved play

Once confused with Beaujolais

We consider these wines to be “keepers”. We buy them early and often. For the main part we have little concern for vintage.
The winemakers have not failed to produce consistent wines year to year, no matter the growing conditions.

Severna Park, Maryland.

—

MON - THUR : 6:00 AM - 9:00 PM
FRI 6:00 AM - 6:30 PM
SAT -SUN: 7:30 AM - 1:30 PM

MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

INDIVIDUAL, FAMILY, JUNIOR
AFTER 3:00 P.M. SPECIAL

2050 ADAMS LANE | DOWNTOWN SARASOTA
941.263.6641
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The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

Feb. 24

Citizen dispute

12:34 p.m.

Officer Martinez responded to the 400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive
in regards to a citizen dispute. Upon arrival, Officer Martinez made con-
tact with the complainant who stated that there was an event happening
in the rear of the building and there was a body guard in the entrance of
the building refusing people entry. The complainant also stated that the
body guard was asking drivers entering the property for identification and
questioning drivers reasons for being on the property. Officer Martinez
then made contact with the body guard who was not a body guard, he
was directing guests to the event into the parking lot. The man also stated he was not asking
for identification, he was asking drivers if they were looking for the event or going into the
real estate office and proceeding to give directions. Officer Martinez did not witness the man
refusing drivers entrance or exit from the building. The man was in the parking lot, which was
distant from the real estate office entrance. Officer Martin then went to inform the complain-
ant of the situation and explained that the man was not a body guard but an employee that
was directing traffic. Officer Martinez did not witness any criminal nature while on the scene.
Case clear.

Feb. 25

Suspicious person

3:01 a.m.

Officer Nazareno was dispatched to the 4900 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a suspicious
person call for a man pacing back and forth in front of the guard house. Prior to his arrival,
Sgt. Smith made contact with the caller at the guard house. Officer Nazareno observed the
man who advised that he was walking southbound to his mother’s residence. The address was

verified through FCIC/NCIC check for wants and warrants were negative. The man was given
a courtesy ride to the 3700 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive. Case clear.

Citizen assist

10:50 a.m.

Officer Martinson was flagged down by a resident in the parking lot of the gas station about
a sheet of broken glass in the middle of Gulf of Mexico Drive. Officer Martinson contacted
Longboat Key Public Works and they stated they would send someone from the streets depart-
ment to come out and clean up the broken glass. Case clear.

Abandoned boat

11:33 a.m.

Officer Connors while on Marine Patrol in the area of Linley Street boat ramp, observed a
small 10-foot aluminum skiff adrift. Officer Connors was able to make contact with the owner
via cell phone and they advised that it drifted from shore due to the incoming tide. Officer
Connors assisted the skiff to shore and the owner retrieved the skiff without incident.

Boating citation

2:15 p.m.

Officer Connors while on marine patrol in the area of Jewfish Key, observed a boat operat-
ing on plane with an excessive wake. Officer Connors observed the vessel approaching with a
massive wake, waking out various boats in its path, with an elevated bow, producing massive
white wash. Officer Connors conducted a vessel stop and advised the operator of the violation.
The boat operator stated that he was watching the nearby Coast Guard boat and thought that

he was going to back them up, hence the reason for not stopping. The
operator also advised that he didn’t see the slow speed minimum wake
sign because he was watching the Coast Guard boat. The operator was
very agitated and upset that he was stopped. The Coast Guard cleared
their stop and came to assist. They informed the captain that he waked
them out and was trying to get his attention to slow down with negative
results. They conducted a Coast Guard boarding on their end. Officer
Connors issued the captain a citation for a wake zone violation.

Feb. 28
Citizen assist

5:33 p.m.
Officer Martinez was dispatched to the 3700 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in regard to
a citizen assist. Upon arrival, Officer Martinez met with the complainant who stated that

she witnessed big construction vehicles driving at fast speeds and going the wrong way. The
complainant stated the incident happened at approximately 2 p.m. and could not identify the
construction company name. Officer Martinez advised the complainant to report any further
incidents when they occur to the police department. While on scene, Officer Martinez did not
witness any construction vehicles in the area of traffic violations. Case clear.

March 1

Noise complaints from land
7:33 a.m.

Officer Martinson was dispatched to Longview Drive on a call of a noise complaint. The
caller stated there was construction noise coming from an address on the street at 7 a.m. Upon
arrival, Officer Martinson saw a group of construction workers on the property and one man
was using a handheld circle saw to cut wood before 8 a.m. Officer Martinson made contact
with the construction boss and advised him on the town’s noise policy. He apologized that his
worker started making construction noise early and made him stop immediately. Case clear.

March 2

Noise

11:19 a.m.

Officer Martinson responded to Emerald Harbor Drive for a noise complaint. Upon arrival,
Officer Martinson observed a group of construction workers building the roof on the home
under construction but did not hear any music being played. Officer Martinson spoke with
the head construction worker in charge and advised him there had been complaints about how
loud the music had been playing earlier. Officer Martinson also informed him of the town’s
ordinance about no construction noise between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. He stated he would make
sure the music stayed at an appropriate level and that there would be no construction during
those hours. Officer Martinson then met with the complainant and informed her that he had
spoken with the construction workers and were told to follow the town’s noise ordinances.
Case clear.

Suspicious person

8:36 p.m.

Officer Nazareno responded to the 7000 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a suspicious per-
sons call regarding subjects fishing past the designated fishing area at the bridge. Upon arrival,
Officer Nazareno requested the subjects to move to the designated fishing area in which they
immediately complied. Case clear.

Suspicious vehicle

8:59 p.m.

Officer Nazareno responded to Mistletoe Lane for a vehicle parked in the street with all its
doors open. Officer Nazareno made contact with the owner and he advised he was upstairs
with a friend, the man advised he was packing and leaving. Case clear.

Ads that work...

ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200
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Letters, from page 8

I have had a request to move the vote to appoint a new member to the P&Z Board to a
meeting date after the new Commission is seated which would be after March 20th. After
several discussions, the new date for the Commission appointment will be April 3rd. Moving
this date to the Commission’s first meeting in April does not cause concern for staff, however
we would not recommend making the decision any later than this. The date extension will
also allow for more people to consider applying and we'll get the new date advertised with that
reminder. We currently have five people who have applied.

So for the morning of April 3rd, the Commission will start the Special Workshop on Goals
and Objectives with the Community at 10:00 a.m. and that should wrap up by 11:30 a.m.
The meet and greet with the P&Z applicants will begin immediately following the Workshop.
We'll have a few minutes for lunch in the AnteChamber and then begin the Regular Meeting
at 1 p.m.

Staff did look at moving this to March 20th, however this wouldn’t allow for staff to prop-
erly orient the new member before their first meeting (which would be the next day). Staff
did not indicate a concern for the March P&Z Meeting Agenda with the current six members.
Please let me know if you have any questions.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

P&Z Appointment

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

Thanks for the info. Can you share the who and why of the request to postpone the P&Z
appointment? I would think that sooner is better, allowing the newly appointed P&Z member
more time to come up to speed.

Debra Williams

Commissioner

Longboat Key

P&Z Appointment

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Debra Williams

The request came from Commissioner Bishop. 1 did speak with the Mayor and Vice Mayor
(in addition to their leadership roles they also represented one member staying and one leav-
ing) and neither had strong feelings either way. Staff was ok with the request as the March
P&Z agenda is not heavy.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

By Bay to Town

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

It won’t be a surprise to you when I say the traffic on and off Longboat Key can be a horror.

I assume Longboat Key has or is considering water taxis that can bring loads of diners and
shoppers throughout the day or evening to a dock near Bayfront Harbor where they can walk
or catch a shuttle to Main Street. If so, how far along is that concept and what are the major
obstacles to its realization?

Marc Pachtman

Philadelphia

By Bay to Town

To: Marc Pachtman

The water taxi idea has been in the works by both Sarasota and Manatee for years. Manatee
is close to a limited operation between Bradenton and Anna Maria with possible extension to
LBK. Sarasota City is apparently looking again at a plan from10th Street to City Island, where
Mote is. One issue is: where to dock a ferry on LBK? Bayport?

4551 N Washington Blvd.

2510 1st Street
Bradenton, FL 34208
(941) 748-4679

Sarasota, FL 34234
(941) 355-8437

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Longboat Key

By Bay to Town

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

What about Bayfront Park? Bayport, of course, does have a dock. In fact, many Bayfront
communities do have docks. That’s one of the attractions right. There are even some docks on
the Gulf.

Perhaps Bayfront Park and any other parks on the bay can have parking for an express taxi.
There can also be local taxis that stop in all communities with docks where people have paid
in advance.

Not only would people avoid interminable traffic but it would be a lovely ride. If I was
younger and more knowledgeable about boating I'd start a business.

Anyway, I'm serious about this. If T can assist LBK in exploring the idea further, please feel
free to call on me.

Marc Pachtman

Philadelphia

By Bay to Town

To: Marc Pachtman

Any water taxi service would be run by a private vendor and would be initiated by either
Sarasota or Manatee County or by the City of Sarasota. The City had a proposal several years
ago that fell apart, but they are working on the idea again. If a new plan materializes, we will
explore any possible way for LBK to participate, but as I mentioned, the landing point here
with the associated parking requirements may prove challenging.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Longboat Key

FLC Advocacy Committee Meeting Action Items

To: Longboat Key Town Commission

Thank you to those who were able to attend the Advocacy Committee meeting this after-
noon. Arttached are the Action Items we discussed during the meeting: We will provide more
information as it becomes available. Thank you!

Brenda Jones

Administrative Assistant

Florida League of Cities, Inc.

See Letters, page 12

2022-2023

LANGUAGES

Most Programs Available on Zoom.

THE EDUCATION CENTER AT TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228
VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.TBleducationcenter.org
For a brochure or inquiries call: (941) 383-8222
or email edcenter@longboatkeytemple.org

390783-1

Got an opinion? WE WANT TO HEAR IT!

letters@lbkews.com
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Letters, from page 12

Solar EV charging station information

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

This new solar powered EV charging technology was commissioned by the Florida
Association of Counties and the Florida Sheriff’s Association. Here is a link to the Beam For
All site provided by Don Duckworth, who attended our clean energy Town Hall program this
week.

Penny Gold

Commissioner

Longboat Key

Thank you!

To: Longboat Key Project Manager Charlie Mopps

I so much appreciate the time you took to present at the Seaplace Communications Town
Hall yesterday. Your program was well organized, well received and helped to clarify many
things for Seaplace residents. It was also kind of you to take so many questions from the audi-
ence. Thank you for sharing your expertise.

Penny Gold

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

EV Charging

To: Sarasota County Sustainability Program Manager Sara Kane

Thanks again for your informative presentation on Longboat Key on Wednesday. As we
discussed, any information you have on the electricity costs associated with County-sponsored
EV charging stations would help us to evaluate offers by third parties to install stations for free
or for a discount on the condition that the Town cover all charging costs for users.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Longboat Key

EV Charging

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

Thank you for having me, I enjoyed the discussion. 'm gathering the data we have from the
report and hope to get it to you by the end of the day today.

Sara Kane

Sustainability Program Supervisor

Sarasota County

Congratulations and request

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

One of Florida’s longest running men’s golf groups will be celebrating their 30th anniver-
sary here at Longboat Key Club on March 28. The FRIARS (Friday Afternoon Recreational
Society) has many of the original members some well into their 90’s who shoot below their
age still play weekly. I would love to surprise them at the event with a Town Proclamation and
key to the city or what you deem appropriate to honor such an accomplishment. Thank you

Place loth B

ONE EYED JACKS
POKER ROOM

Poteer

LIVE ACTION CASH GAMES

TEXAS HOLD 'EM
T CARD STUD « OMAHA

TOTVS - SIMULCASTING
Watch and wager on
thoroughtbred & greyhound
tracks from across the country

DAILY & MONTHLY

TOURNAMENTS
VEGAS STYLE GAMES

ULITIMATE TEXAS HOLD 'EM
WILD STUD 3-CARD
FACE UP PAI-GOW

HIGH HAND
PAYOUT SPECIALS

DINING AVAILABLE - ENTREES, HANDHELDS, PIZZAS, SALADS

4404 BEE RIDGE RD
SARASOTA, FL 34233

SUNDAY: NOON - MIDNIGHT
MON-SAT: 10:00AM - 2:00AM

WWW.SKCPOKER.COM
941-355-T744 EXT 1001

very much.
Elaine Dabney
Longboat Key

Congratulations and request

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

That is great news! There will be a dinner at the LBK Ballroom Harborside on March 28.
I have requested two things from the club’s leadership i.c., sponsoring a champagne toast and
expect to hear this week.

The group was organized by Matt Zito and Ralph Hughes in 1993 with 20 members. If 1
can provide any other details that you made need for the Proclamation let me know.

Thank you very much!

Elaine Dabney

Longboat Key

Statue at the Bottom of The Hill

To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown

Marlon, I know you had asked about a specific statue that may be missing. Unfortunately,
I did not know it by name but when told it was at the bottom of the hill near the bridge
between us and the Bay I knew of it. I cannot remember how many years ago it was but an
elderly patron was driving on the road nearby to park or valet and she went over the hill and
ran into the statue and demolished it. I was told she was fine and the police had gotten her
car back up the hill and she went to the show. Apparently, the statue stopped her car from
perhaps going into the canal. A claim was put in for it and we were reimbursed. Tony Becich
may remember this as well.

Mary Bensel

Executive Director

City of Sarasota

Statue at the Bottom of The Hill
To: Mary Bensel
Thanks for jogging our memories, Mary.
Marlon Brown
City Manager
City of Sarasota

Statue at the Bottom of The Hill

To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown

Wow! Interesting. Happily the woman is ok! Will the stacue/monument be replaced?
Jen Ahearn-Koch

City Commissioner

City of Sarasota

Great meeting

To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown

Marlon, please convey my compliments to Mr. Cover and his staff on yesterday’s excellent
Town Hall. It was informative, well-organized and well-run. It was clear that those attending
came away with a clearer understanding of what the City is trying to accomplish.

I am disappointed that the City Commissioners learned the specifics being proposed at the
same time as the public (I might have taken photos of the slides from the Commission Chamber
monitor as Commissioner Ahean-Koch did if I didn’t know the file was already wending its
way from your inbox to ours). My greater disappointment was that the Commissioners didn’t
have an opportunity to offer feedback on the proposals before they were presented, seemingly
as the final product.

[ appreciate the time, thought and research that Mr. Cover and his staff put into their recom-
mendations. I disagree, however, with some of their choices as I suspect other Commissioners
do. But I also recognize that each element is part of a coherent system; we must avoid
Commissioners “fine tuning” on the fly from the dais so the zoning can work as intended.

I would like an opportunity to discuss my concerns with Staff. I also strongly recom-
mend that a Commission Workshop be held after Staff has had time to consider individual
Commissioners’ feedback and adjust the proposals where appropriate.

See Letters, page 13

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER

Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS | TOURNAMENT PLAY | LESSONS
FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP ~
Lj‘

L} ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS ‘

- OPEN MON-FRI 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM -
, SAT-SUN 7:30 AM - 1200 PM ‘

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

590 BAY ISLES ROAD | LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367
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Letters, from page 12
Debbie Trice

Commissioner

City of Sarasota

City Hall Meeting

To: Sarasota City Planning and Zoning Director Steve Cover

I apologize for not being “in person” but I did watch the entire Town Hall. I want to
applaud you on a really professional job of taking the input you have received and having it
be reflected in the presentation. From my viewpoint, most of the questions were supportive
and positive. I really believe we have accomplished all of the goals we set out to do when we
(staff and CCNA Meaningful Input Committee) met last fall regarding process and allowing
meaningful citizen input. Our community has a daunting task of creating workforce housing.
I really think what we are doing is a step in the right direction.

From a “process” standpoint, I really think we (staff and MI committee) need to meet again
and begin to plan and focus on how we can “sell/market this concept to both developers and
to residents”. From my vantage point I think we need to tap some of the best PR minds we
have in our community. I (almost tongue in cheek) conceptually in an email to the CCNA EC
suggested we should create a billboard kind of display, that shows how many “workforce” units
are actually under construction. Think of 30 years ago with the United Way Campaigns and
the thermometer displays that were in every community. I am okay with that being website,
but I feel it is important that we identify every developer that is interested in taking advantage
of the incentive and identify how many units that may represent in some sort of graphic and
have that graphic in front of our community.

I also feel that we are trying one of a number of avenues to address this issue. If; after a given
period of time, this isn't accomplishing the goal we are looking for then we sunset the density
provisions. Use the sunset provision to encourage developer action within that timeframe.

Steve, Ryan, Briana and Rebecca, thank-you for the incredible time and effort you have put
in on this.

Jim Ludwig

Sarasota

City Hall Meeting

To: Jim Ludwig

I agree with Jim. It was well done! I love the idea of some sort of graphic to indicate how
well it is working (or not). And if not, then how it can be tweaked to achieve the affordable
housing goal as well as the additional housing that will add to the supply and contribute to
more affordability.

Liz Alpert

Commissioner

City of Sarasota

Elevator Issue-Palm Avenue Garage

To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown

I hope this email finds you well. This is Jared Bernstein, I am a resident of Sarasota.

I am emailing to report a parking garage elevator issue. Can this please be forwarded to the
right person and or department.

The Palm Avenue garages are both not working and have been in this condition for a while.
Is it please possible for someone to come out and inspect this and for someone to take appro-
priate action.

Jared Bernstein

Sarasota

Elevator Issue-Palm Avenue Garage

To: Jared Bernstein

Thank you for your email per the out-of-service elevators at the Palm Ace Parking Garage.

I have copied the City Manager, Deputy City Manager, and Parking Manager on this email
to respond accordingly (and copy me as well please).

Jen Ahearn-Koch

City Commissioner

City of Sarasota

Elevator Issue-Palm Avenue Garage

To: Jared Bernstein

Thank you for reaching out. We are working diligently to have repairs made to bring eleva-
tors back to full operational status at the Palm Garage. This is one of my highest priorities and
I hope to have resolved soon. Let me know if you have any additional questions or concerns.

Broxton Harvey

Parking General Manager

City of Sarasota

Perils of private parking lots in the City

To: Sarasota City Senior Communications Manager Jan Thornburg

I parked in a lot on 1st Street and North Lemon to dine and attend the opera on Saturday
Feb. 25, 2023. My out-of-town guest paid the kiosk for 6 hours of parking ($39.60). My group
walked to the opera and found a citation indicating that we were 13 min late and fined $43 if
paid in two days or more if not. One of my guests happed to be a retired police captain from
Rochester, NY. He researched this issue and discovered that this “citation” is not associated
with the Sarasota Police and that the “officer” issuing the citation cannot enforce this fee. We
subsequently read an article in the Herald Tribune describing these private parking fast towing
and other schemes to force people to pay high fees.

I am writing to urge the City Commission to stop these abusive private lots that essentially
trick users into thinking that their citations and tactics are associated with official parking fines.
Although my car was not towed--as in the newspaper article--I feel abused by this situation. I
can only wonder what visitors to our city think when they fall prey to this scam.

Nancy Campbell

Sarasota

Please help save them

To: Sarasota City Police Captain Robert Armstrong

I had Officer Kennedy and Officer Frank look into this program. I also sent the email to
City Engineering to look at and evaluate the program. The consensus is that we already have
products that do the same analytics. As far as Crash360’s claim to be “no cost”, there is a cost
they go after the insurance company for payment. The city is self-insured so we would be
paying either way. CRASH360 is useful for smaller agencies that use third party insurance.
We use a program call SIGNAL4 which a majority of the State of Florida Law Enforcement
and Florida State and Local engineering use for analytics. If you need anything further please
let me know.

Anthony Frangioni

Sarasota Police Department

Gulfstream Avenue & Tamiami Trail Crash Information

To: Sarasota Deputy City Manager Patrick Robinson

Since Feb. 9 there has been 1 crash at the Gulfstream Avenue and Tamiami Trail round-
about. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Vikki Nichols

Crime Analyst

City of Sarasota

Parking citation

To: Sarasota City Parking Operations Division

I was parked doing a delivery to The State Attorney’s Office and The Sherift’s Quartermaster
when I was ticketed by a Parking Enforcement Specialist. A Sheriff’s Deputy came out to tell
Officer ID 7704 what I was doing. The Specialist told the Deputy to go back inside.

As soon as I pulled out of the spot the USPS mailman parked in the exact same spot to
deliver the mail. I watched as the Specialist drove by the mail truck without a second look.

I am requesting that the citation be dismissed. Not reduced to a one-time warning, dis-
missed!

Bob Stone

Owner, Minuteman Press

Sarasota

Parking citation

To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown

My admin staff spoke with this individual this afternoon. He was parked in a Law
Enforcement only space. This parker has a history of parking citations with the city. We are
in receipt of his dismissal request. But we dismissed one citation in December, and he has
received 3 new violations since then. Let me know if you have any questions or concerns
regarding this matter.

Broxton Harvey

Parking General Manager

City of Sarasota

Parking citation
To: Bob Stone

See Letters, page 14

»Q.-'
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Town of Longboat Key

_
ATTENTION VOLUNTEERS

The Town of Longboat Key is accepting applications for appointment to the following
board:
Planning and Zoning Board

All applications must be submitted to the Office of the Town Clerk by 12:00 p.m. on
March 23, 2023. All applicants must be registered voters of the Town of Longboat
Key. Late applications may not be accepted. Any member who fails to attend two
of three consecutive, scheduled, and called regular meetings without cause, and
without prior approval of the chair, shall automatically forfeit the appointment, and
the Town Commission shall promptly fill the vacancy.

All members of the Planning and Zoning Board are required to file a financial
disclosure form within 30 days after appointment and annually thereafter for the
duration of the appointment as required by Florida Statutes Chapter 112.

The Town Commission may schedule a Meet and Greet with applicants at a later
date. Please call the Office of the Town Clerk at 941-316-1999 for an application or
if you have any questions. Applications may be submitted to:

Town of Longboat Key
Office of the Town Clerk
501 Bay Isles Road
Longboat Key FL 34228

Stephanie Janney, Administrative Assistant
Published: 03-03-2023, 03-10-2023
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Please see my inquiry and response from Mr. Harvey,
Parking General Manager. I am sorry but this parking ticket
will not be dismissed. You have also cited on other occasions
for similar violations including the dismissal of a recent
ticket. I will look into the allege violation by the USPS and
how/why that was not handled appropriately.

I will also be reaching out to Sheriff Hoffman to alert him
regarding the restricted space and his deputy’s involvement.
Please be aware of parking restrictions in the future. Thank
you.

Marlon Brown

City Manager

City of Sarasota

McCown Towers

To: Sarasota Deputy City Manager Pat Robinson

We replaced the water meter at this location, which
required a temporary disruption of water service. This
property is owned by the Sarasota Housing Authority. The
property manager was notified (via email and hand delivered
notice) on January 31st for a service disruption (to replace
the water meter) to occur on Wednesday February 8th. The
notice also included our standard boil water advisory that
basically states that it is recommended to boil water for
drinking/cooking/etc. until the City notifies the customer
that the water is cleared for potable use without boiling.

The customer was notified of the recission of the boil
water advisory Monday February 13th following routine
bacteriological sampling and testing. Please see the attached.
At no time was public health jeopardized. The water is safe
to use.

Please note that when the service disruption/boil water
notice is issued and rescinded, the customer(s) is notified
along with 34 other people, including the Sarasota County
Health Department, Nancy Kelly, Matt Arendall, Stacie
Mason, water treatment plant personnel, utilities engineer-
ing and permitting personnel, billing office personnel, dis-
tribution personnel, Verne, and me.

Pursuant to our process, field crews are supposed to notify
water treatment personnel when work is complete and sam-
pling and testing can commence — always same day.

For some reason, there was a communication gap between
our distribution field crews and the water plant personnel
responsible for sampling and testing for this particular event.
Once notified, samples were properly collected and tested.
We have adjusted our procedures to prevent future occur-
rences. FYI, we successfully do several of these every week
— first time in the 5 years I have been here that something
like this has occurred.

Regarding existing leaks, our folks visited the site today
and discovered that the backflow device (privately owned

Longboat 3¢cn JAcws
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by the Housing Authority) was leaking. We will reach to the
Housing Authority tomorrow morning and work/coordinate
with them to correct the leak and address any other concerns.

Bill Riebe

Utilities Director

City of Sarasota

McCown Towers

To: Sarasota City Clerk Shayla Griggs

May I please have the email address of the citizen who spoke
about this at our City Commission meeting please so that I can
forward this update to her.

Thank you Mr. Brown, Mr. Robinson, and Mr. Riebe for
following-up on this. I have also copied Mr. Russell on this
email as the constituent spoke at the most recent SHA meeting
as well.

Jen Ahearn-Koch

City Commissioner

City of Sarasota

Ads that work...

ads@Lbknews.com
941.387.2200
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Ads that work... ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200
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Business Directory

e Waterfront dining
e Fresh local seafood
e Entertainment

Happy Hour
DAILY

4p.m.-6p.m.
941.798.2035

4528 119th Street West |Cortez | FL
In Historic Cortez Village

www.swordfishgrillcortez.com

DANAE KOEPER MSW, LCSW

CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER/THERAPIST
Individual & Couples e Grief/Loss eDepression eAnxiety

Find more energy, motivation, clarity, and balance
in your daily life in a safe and therapeutic environment

If you are not sure if therapy is a right fit for you,
reach out and let’s figure it out together

Read Danae’s full bio at PsychologyToday.com
danaecarnelianconsulting@hotmail.com « 941-210-0784

Located in the Centre Shops « Longboat Key, FL

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM

FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN

ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND
BOUGHT - SOLD - APPRAISED

Visit our Sarasota Gallery

Call Robert Moshy

941.925.1025
By appointment only

DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

Free Removal and Set Up % ‘,_g*%

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 [ SAT 8:30-6:00 | SUN 11:00-6:00

941-922-5271
1901 Hansen St e Sarasota, FL

www.SleepKing.net

(1 Block south of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom & <

Cortez Bait & Seafood

Fresher than Fresh!
Local Florida Seafood
Oysters « Shrimp « Clams
e— Fish Spread - Smoked Mullet
MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM

941.794.1547 12110 Cortez Road West

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com Cortez, FL
SEE US ON FACEBOOK

Ads that work...

ads@Lbknews.com

941.387.2200

CALL RENEE TO SCHEDULE AN IN-HOME CONSULTATION.
941.402.5067

Sunshine Senior Services
Individualized Companionship & Care

David Festge, Owner
3| LPN., CPR Certified

Call us at:

608-658-5621

?’6 St

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES

ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY

5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
IN THE CENTRE SHOPS ¢ 941.383.1901
OPEN DAILY

SteffsStuffLBK.com

KAREN POMPETTI

Master Barber Sarasota

Traditional Barbering ¢ 38 Years in Business

484-889-8991
200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11

ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS
menshaircutsarasota.com

L ved again
Boutique

Upscale Women’s Consignment Store

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8
Sarasota, FL 34231
941.702.8159

MENTION AD FOR 15% DISCOUNT
EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS

Ads that work...

ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

Celebrating 26 years
on the island!

DESIGNO
DES'GN o EXCELLENCE
DESIGN O n HAlR:::DD EirLEg:fsTgﬁ
DESIGN

DESIGNON  941-387-9807

We are the
color experts
on the island!

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

Taxes and Accounting 5370#202

941—387—0926CP A

GMD

MASSAGE & MORE
ON ST. ARMANDS CIRCLE

e Acupuncture

¢ Injection Therapy
e Herbology

e Homeopathy

941.250.6911

e Massage

AcuMedFL.com ¢ KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
11 S. Blvd. of the Presidents | St. Armands Circle

- g 941.260.3232
- "

3501 South Tamiami Trail, Ste. 1165
Sarasota, FL 34239

Sunday-Thursday 11:00-10:00
Friday & Saturday 11:00-11:00

Reservations online at
connorsrestaurant@connorconcepts.com

Bob and Mary are @
5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr
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REAL ESTATE BY A REAL EXPERT

NO REALTOR HAS EVER LISTED OR SOLD MORE LONGBOAT KEY PROPERTIES

NEW PRICE « PRIVATEER SOUTH JUST LISTED = GRAND BAY V

1000 LONGBOAT CLUB RD., #301 = $ 1,845,000 3080 GRAND BAY BLVD., #541 = LONGBOAT KEY, FL » 1,150,000
Rarely available 3BR/3BA corner residence offering over 1,700 sq. ft. of living space, with direct Gulf ~ Corner 2BR/2BA penthouse level residence featuring popular Arunba floor plan and an expansive
front views from multiple terraces. wraparound bayfront terrace to take in the golf course and direct bay views.

FAIRWAY BAY NEW PKRICE * GRAND BAY Il

2020 HARBOURSIDE DR., #411 = LONGBOAT KEY, FL = $975,000 3040 GRAND BAY BLVD., #263 * LONGBOAT KEY, FL e $2,195,000
Renovated 2BR/2BA corner residence positioned to maximize its seamlessly flowing floor plan, set on the Direct bay panoramic views from this sprawling 2BR+Den/2.5BA residence offering the popular Cayman floor
first living level with a walkdown to the bay. plan and two covered patios.

GRAND BAY Il

- SV - e
ATRIUM - FAIRWAY BAY

3030 GRAND BAY BLVD., #316 » LONGBOAT KEY, FL = $2,695,000 2120 HARBOURSIDE DR., #611 « LONGBOAT KEY, FL » 51,295,000
Panoramic golf, city, bay and marina views from this 3BR/3BA residence in one of the the best locations in Grand Corner 3BR/3BA residence featuring the popular Banyan floor plan, with terraces off each of the bedrooms,
Bay. and walkdown access to the tropical grounds bay.

~

SEASCAPE THE SANCTUARY

5135 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #202 = LONGBOAT KEY, FL = 51,199,000 545 SANCTUARY DR., #B506 » LONGBOAT KEY, FL = $2,395,000
Spacious 3BR/2BA residence located in a direct Gulf-front community of only 8 units. Includes 2 highly coveted 3BR/2.5BA residence with panoramic views of the city, Bay and the golf course from a large, open terrace.
covered parking spaces. Brittany floor plan, enhanced with opening up of kitchen for a seamless flow through dining and living areas.

UNDER CONSTRUCTION BEACHPLACE

1350 MAIN ST., PENTHOUSE 1704 = SARASOTA, FL = $7,500,000 2945 PYRULA DRIVE e« LONGBOAT KEY, FL « $3,345,000 1095 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #504 » LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $1,150,000
THE ONE - Redesigned 3,208 SF entertainers penthouse offering jet liner Exceptional quality, untouched refinement, 2-story, 5BR/5BA, 3,815 sq. Breathtaking views through windows and sliders of high-impact glass
views of the city, Bay and the Gulf of Mexico. Completely remodeled by ft. residence. Features abound, including a separate in-law suite and from this 2BR/2BA updated residence. Includes 2 assigned parking spaces.
one of the region’s finest builders. large 3-car garage. Expansive outdoor area with heated pool and spa.

OVER $97 MILLION SOLD IN 2022 * OVER $134 MILLION SOLD IN 2021

Bruce '
Realtor COLDWELL
BANKER

941.376.5311

Bruce@BruceMyer.com + www.BruceMyer.com 595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250
LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228
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