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Bridging NSW 
 

 

Editor: bridging@bridgensw.com.au April 2026 

 

From the Chair: A cross-border collaboration  

Hi everyone, 
 

Growing the game we love is a team effort, both here in New South Wales and 
across the country. With this in mind, I am very pleased to announce a new 
collaboration with Bridge Victoria.  Players from both states are invited to par-
ticipate in the Victorian Online Pairs Championship (VOPC) in May, as well as 
the new four-week version of our Online Teams League (OTL) in June.  
 

I plan to play in the VOPC myself and look forward to the challenge of competing against new 
pairs. I hope you will consider joining both events. You can learn more about it here. 

This partnership builds on the success of our fast-growing Online Pairs League. We saw a record 
160 players enter the recent summer season, with 30 percent joining from interstate. Entries for 
the Autumn season, which kicks off on 13 April, have already passed that number. Players are 
clearly enjoying the fast and fun league – just 12 boards, finished in a bit over an hour.  

Another vital way to grow our game is by introducing it to younger players. Many of you have 
suggested bringing bridge into schools, and it is exciting to see the Central Coast Bridge Club 
doing exactly that. The inaugural Central Coast School Bridge Challenge encourages students 
under 18 to try bridge by partnering with a friend or relative – perhaps a bridge-playing parent 
or grandparent. We hope this initiative is a success and that it inspires other NSW clubs to con-
sider similar youth programs. Learn more about it in the Clubs section of the newsletter. 

It is great to hear about the club selection events happening as part of the revamped State 
Pairs and Teams Championships. The changes this year focus on inclusion. We have introduced 
qualifying events in home clubs followed by regional finals, new competition levels for develop-
ing players, and online finals that can be played from anywhere in the state. I encourage you to 
check with your local club to see if they are participating. 

Finally, a quick reminder about our Online Supervised Play sessions held every Sunday after-
noon. We have seen a strong response to these sessions, and a new series will begin on Sunday 
3 May – centred on reinforcing the concepts learned in beginner lessons and aiming to support 
transition from lessons to confidence to play at their club. 

We also need more helpers to ensure we can continue and grow the program. You don’t need to 
be a formal teacher; friendly and experienced players are welcome. Even volunteering for one 
Sunday a month makes a difference. If you’re interested, please contact our education team.   
 

Catherine Chaffey, Chair of Bridge NSW 

mailto:bridging@bridgensw.com.au
https://bridgensw.com.au/nsw-and-victoria-collaborate-to-host-top-level-bridge-online/
https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3605
https://bridgensw.com.au/reminder-to-run-your-club-selection-event-for-the-2026-state-championships/
https://bridgensw.com.au/reminder-to-run-your-club-selection-event-for-the-2026-state-championships/
https://bridgensw.com.au/play-online/
mailto:education@bridgensw.com.au
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People of Bridge 
 

Profile: Marie 

Pickering,  

Illawarra Bridge 

Association  
(and Bridge NSW Clubs 

and Community Com-

mittee volunteer) 
 

What first drew you to bridge, and what 

has kept you connected to the game over 

time? 
I was third oldest in a family of 10 children, 
and we spent many hours playing card 
games. As I got closer to retirement, I was 
looking for a hobby that would keep me in-
terested and help reduce the chance of 
getting dementia. Along came bridge — I 
found not only a stimulating game, but one 
where I am continually learning, meeting 
wonderful people, developing friendships 
and travelling to play in congresses around 
the country. 
 
How would you describe the role that local 

clubs play in keeping the bridge commu-

nity strong? 
The role of a bridge club is of paramount 
importance. At its best, it is the epicentre for 
members to meet and foster relationships 
beyond the game. It is a safe, welcoming 
environment with no affiliations or private 
agendas — a place to learn, share ideas 
over a cuppa, and connect without judge-
ment. It provides vital face-to-face interac-
tion, creating a sense of wellbeing, camara-
derie and belonging. 
 

 

 

 

What makes a great bridge club experi-

ence for players? 
Good communication goes a long way to 
running an effective club. Player expecta-
tions vary, so clubs need to deliver experi-
ences that meet diverse needs. A great club 
combines a welcoming, social atmosphere 
with a well-organised, competitive and ed-
ucational environment, ensuring players 
feel valued regardless of skill level. For 
newer players, it builds confidence and pro-
vides opportunities to learn and compete at 
an appropriate level. Recognising achieve-
ments is also important. 
 

What motivates people to volunteer? 
People volunteer for many reasons, includ-
ing personal values, growth and social con-
nection. I fell in love with bridge and wanted 
to share it through teaching. This has deep-
ened my understanding of the game and 
given me lasting friendships. Volunteers 
continue when they feel their contribution is 
valued and makes a difference. 
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How does volunteering help strengthen 

both clubs and the broader community? 
Most clubs rely on volunteers to deliver af-
fordable sessions. Volunteering fosters 
teamwork, unites members and creates a 
“we are in this together” attitude. This bene-
fits both individuals and the wider commu-
nity. 
What are the biggest opportunities right 

now to grow and support the game of 

bridge? 
Engaging with the NSW Department of Edu-
cation to introduce bridge in schools is a 
key opportunity. Bridge NSW can also sup-
port growth through subsidised holiday pro-
grams, continued club support initiatives 
such as webinars, the newsletter and 
statewide events.  
Offering ‘taster’ sessions aligned with activi-
ties like NSW Seniors Week could also help 
grow the game. In 2025, I ran three ‘Taster’ 
sessions which were so successful, the play-
ers continued on to a 6-week beginner 
course.  
 
For players who may not have volunteered 

before, what would you say to encourage 

them to get involved? 
Volunteering doesn’t mean doing anything 
you’re uncomfortable with — clear guidance 
is provided. Most volunteers receive more 
than they give through social connection, 
skill development and community involve-
ment. All contributions are valued, no mat-
ter how small and make a big difference to 
any organisation.  
 
Looking ahead, what would you like to see 

for the future of bridge in NSW? 
I would like to see Bridge NSW continue sup-
porting clubs through education, resources 
and guidance – including teacher and di-
rector development. Encouraging youth 

participation and supporting their develop-
ment is essential. It is a joy watching new 
players’ excitement as their masterpoints 
accumulate and they move up the rank-
ings. I would like to see continued recogni-
tion of the achievements of newer players. I 
would also like to see more statewide 
events and celebrating the success of play-
ers at those events.  
 

Want to read more about 

people in our bridge commu-

nity? Join our Facebook page  

 
Bridge NSW has a Facebook page where 
you can find out the latest results and hap-
penings in the community, and the latest 
news about Bridge NSW. It is also a great 
way to engage with the community.  
 
To follow us, simply log in and head to our 
Facebook page and click the “Like” button.  
You can also use the QR code below to go 
straight to our Facebook page: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/BridgeNSW/
https://www.facebook.com/BridgeNSW/
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Bridge NSW News 

 

State Championships Club Se-

lection Events underway  

If your club is yet to schedule a Selection 
Event for either competition, it’s not too late.  
Almost any regular duplicate session can 
be used as a club selection event.  

For the State Pairs and Teams Champion-
ships 2026:  

• For pairs – any duplicate pairs session 
scored using match points. 

• For teams – any duplicate pairs or 
teams session scored using IMPs.  

For the State Mixed Pairs Championship 
2026 – any duplicate pairs session scored 
using match points.  

State Pairs and Teams Champion-

ships 2026 

The new format includes three categories 

(based on a player’s experience level) and 
a simple path from Club Selection Events to 
Regional Finals, and finally, the State Finals. 
The new State Teams and Regional Finals 
replace the Country Teams element of the 
former State Open Teams. A Country Teams 
Champion is still selected at the State Final. 
This format is designed to increase player 
participation, provide a regional focus, and 
greater access to the State Finals by hosting 
both Pairs and Teams events online.  

The new player categories will be particu-
larly helpful to clubs with less experienced 
players – especially those with under 1000  

 
masterpoints. There is now an opportunity 
for players at different skill levels to enter 
Regional and State Finals and compete 
within their relevant category level rather 
than in just one open category. 

Clubs need to schedule their selection 
events in time to advise Bridge NSW of their 
representative pairs and teams by Mon 31 

August, with regional and state finals to be 
held as follows:  

• Sat 26 and Sun 27 Sep – Regional Finals  
• Fri 4 to Sun 6 Dec – State Teams Final 

(online) 
• Mon 7 and Mon 14 Dec – State Pairs Final 

(online) 

Find out more here or email us here.  

State Mixed Pairs Championship 

2026 

The State Mixed Pairs Championship is fol-
lowing the same format as in recent years, 
beginning with Club Qualifying Events. There 
is some flexibility for clubs to hold qualifying 
events that aren’t exclusively mixed pairs, 
providing they’re in line with the supple-

mentary regulations, which you can view 
here.  

Clubs need to hold their qualifying events in 
sufficient time to advise Bridge NSW of their 
representative pairs by Mon 11 May. The fi-
nals will take place at the Sydney Bridge 
Centre on Sat 16 and Sun 17 May.  

Find out more here or email us here.  

https://bridgensw.com.au/new-region-focussed-state-championships-for-2026/
https://bridgensw.com.au/state-pairs-and-teams-championships/
mailto:state.champs@bridgensw.com.au
https://bridgensw.com.au/state-mixed-pairs/
https://bridgensw.com.au/state-mixed-pairs/
https://bridgensw.com.au/state-mixed-pairs/
mailto:smp@bridgensw.com.au
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NSW and Victoria collaborate 

to host top-level bridge 

online 

The two largest bridge communities in Aus-
tralia are coming together to offer a unique 
cross-border collaboration. By opening their 
flagship online events to each other, Bridge 
NSW and Bridge Victoria are creating a new 
opportunity for players seeking higher level 
competition. 

 

Benefits to players 

This new initiative creates the opportunity 
for players to compete against a larger 
field, including opposition you might not 
usually encounter in state events. 

Larger fields mean more masterpoints for 
winners, which are graded at the state 
online championship level. 

Players beyond NSW and Victoria are also 
welcome to play, as long as they have an 
ABF number. 

 

 

 

 

How it works 

Victorian Online Pairs Championship  

Monday nights – 4, 11, 18, 25 May | 7:00pm 

For the first time, Bridge Victoria is collabo-
rating with Bridge NSW and opening its 
premier Online Pairs Championship to NSW 
players. This four-week round-robin tourna-
ment is the pinnacle of Victoria’s online 
pairs calendar. 

Inviting additional pairs will strengthen the 
event, offering four weeks of quality bridge. 
All pairs are eligible to win the event, with 
recognition to the highest-placed Victorian 
pair. 

Register for the VOPC via MyABF here.  

NSW Online Teams League – Season 2 

Monday nights – 1, 15, 22, 29 Jun | 7:00pm 

Bridge NSW will host a new 4-week version 
of its popular Online Teams League, specifi-
cally collaborating with Bridge Victoria and 
inviting their teams to join. 

The league structure, featuring promotion 
and relegation each season, ensures that 
teams will be appropriately matched and 
face suitably strong competition every 
Monday night. All teams, from any state or 
in any combination, are eligible to win the 
event. 

Register for the OTL via MyABF here. 

 

 

 

https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/4109
https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/4099
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How Bridge NSW supports 

clubs and players 

Each member of a bridge club pays an an-
nual affiliation fee to Bridge NSW, which ac-
count for 80% of the income of the organi-
sation. It is important to outline to clubs and 
players the programs and services that are 
being delivered – to demonstrate how 
member affiliation fees are used to foster a 
vibrant and inclusive bridge-playing com-
munity across New South Wales.  

Supporting clubs – activities include con-
vening Presidents’ Days at clubs, hosting 
free webinars, providing materials to sup-
port club run beginner lessons and player 
retention.   

Helping to insure and protect clubs – con-
tributing to ABF procured policies that pro-
tects directors, club committee members, 
and injury or damage at club events. 

Growing the Director pool – accrediting 
and developing directors through regular 
workshops and webinars and online materi-
als.  

Supporting masterpoints – supporting 
clubs to set up eligible masterpoint events, 
apply national regulations, process results 
and ensuring players receive their points 

Fostering an active community – hosting 
the event calendar, connecting new players 
with clubs and lessons, providing resources 
to support clubs run congresses, to recruit 
and support directors and teachers.  

Running state and large tournaments – 
running Interstate Team Selection events, 
State Championships, Sydney Spring 

Nationals and supporting clubs to host 
other gold point evens, congresses and 
state championships.  

Running online tournaments – delivering 
Monday night Online Pairs and Online 
Teams Leagues and other online events 
that support development and encourage 
greater access for regional players. 

Managing volunteers and staff – recruiting 
and organising community volunteers and 
employing a small number of part-time 
staff to support the volunteer community 
and help deliver strategic priorities 

This is just a snapshot of Bridge NSW’s activ-
ities to support clubs and players. Read 
more about the benefits of club member-
ship here.  

Missed a webinar? Watch the 

recording 

Four webinars have been held so far in 2026, 
and it is encouraging to see increasing at-
tendance. If you weren’t able to attend but 
are interested in the topic, recordings from 
the following webinars are available to view 
on the Bridge NSW website or YouTube 
channel:  

• Running and masterpointing a 
multi-session event – March 2026 

• Teach the Teacher #2 – March 2026 
• How to recruit and develop club di-

rectors – Feb 2026  

View these and other videos, as well as the 
list of upcoming webinars here.  

https://bridgensw.com.au/benefits-of-club-membership/
https://bridgensw.com.au/benefits-of-club-membership/
https://bridgensw.com.au/webinars/
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Event Results
 

Open ITS team results 

After a weekend of high-level competition 
at the Open Interstate Team Selection final 
on Saturday, 7 March, we are pleased to an-
nounce the team that will represent NSW in 
Canberra this July at the Australian National 
Championship.  

A big congratulations to the top three fin-
ishing pairs who have earned their place on 
the state team: 

• Nigel Rosendorff and Peter Buchen 

• Michael Courtney and James Coutts 

• David Wiltshire and Bruce Neill 

We wish our Open Team the very best of 
luck in Canberra. 

Full results are available here. 

OPL Summer results 
 
The summer season wrapped up in mid-
March. A big congratulations to the top 
pairs across our five divisions: 
 
Division 1 
NS: Ted Griffin / Bruce Neill 
EW: Ingrid Cooke / Jeff Fallon 
 

Division 2 
NS: Sachiko Cathcart / Hans Van Weeren 
EW: Oleg Glushchenko / Elena Rochtchina 
 

Division 3 
NS: David Cumming / Steven Kemp 
EW: Shannon Queree / Kathy Duke 
 

 

Division 4 
NS: Michael Jackson / Lucy D’ambrosio 
EW: Rebecca Dorman / Rebecca Mackiggan 
 

Division 5 
NS: Stella Jansen / Bronwyn Shimmin-Clarke 
EW: Cheryl Lloyd / Linda Butler 
 
You can view full results here. 
 

Women’s ITS results 

Congratulations to the top three finishing 
pairs in the Women’s Interstate Team Selec-
tion event which was held on Saturday 28 
and Sunday 29 March: 

• Judy Mott and Cathryn Herden  

• Nazife Bashar and Kinga Moses  

• Sally Clarke and Sharon Mayo 

Full results are available here. 

 

 

https://nsw.bridgeaustralia.org/resultslistbyheadevent.asp?umbid=1123&fbclid=IwY2xjawQ2r45leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFXM1hqNmZLYlBIbE12V2JLc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHsvvOrOmFdaFG4PWcv6Vakza-cs64zmoMJVZX6DJBs-xB6bdC5h91KNtA_-p_aem_iAZiDdnd6sZ5wwXl3LVVFg
https://nsw.bridgeaustralia.org/resultslistbyheadevent.asp?umbid=1107
https://nsw.bridgeaustralia.org/teamresults.asp?id=16813&umbid=1144
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Upcoming Events   

9-12 April: Central West Festival of 

Bridge 

This annual Gold Point event in Orange, in-
cludes open, intermediate, restricted and 
novice categories for both Swiss Pairs and 
Swiss Teams. Learn more here.  

13 Apr-1 June: OPL Autumn  

A record number of players have already 
signed up. Join them by registering before 
Friday 10 April.  

17 Apr: NSW Seniors’ Interstate 

Team Selection 

For players born before 1 Jan 1962, this is 
your chance to compete for the state repre-
sentative team. Register here.  

19 Apr: NSW Youth Interstate Team 

Selection 

Youth players of all skill levels are encour-
aged to come along for a day of fun and 
friendly competition! Register here.  

From 3 May: Online Supervised Play  

Designed to support new and developing 
players, a new series gets underway from 3 
May focussing on reinforcing concepts 
learnt in beginner lessons. Learn more here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-25 May: Victorian Online Pairs 

Championship  

Join Victoria’s premier online pairs champi-
onship as part of the new NSW/Vic collabo-
ration. Learn more here.  

5-19 May: Women’s Pairs State 
Championship  

Hosted on RealBridge by the Hunter Region 
Bridge Association, women pairs are en-
couraged to join this state championship 
event. Register here.  

5-19 May: Veterans’ Pairs State 
Championship  

Hosted on RealBridge by the Hunter Region 
Bridge Association, veterans’ pairs are en-
couraged to join this state championship 
event. Register here.  

16-17 May: Mixed Pairs State Cham-

pionship Finals 

Successful pairs from the club qualifying 
events will come together for the Finals at 
the Sydney Bridge Club. Learn more here.  

https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3285
https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3605
https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3545
https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3544
https://bridgensw.com.au/play-online/
https://bridgensw.com.au/nsw-and-victoria-collaborate-to-host-top-level-bridge-online/
https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3608
https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3609
https://bridgensw.com.au/state-mixed-pairs/
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Club News

Profile: Peninsula Bridge Club  
With Rob Scott, President   

 

 

How long has the club been running and 

how did it first get started? 

Peninsula is over 65 years old with the last 
22 years at the Council’s Nelson Heather 
community centre in Warriewood. The com-
mittee at the time raised funds and paid for 
an extension giving them long term security. 
For the past 2 years we have been at an-
other council premises while the old build-
ing was demolished and a new community 
centre built, which we will be moving into 
early April. 
 

How big is your club community and what 

sessions do you run?  

We are a fairly big club with over 450 mem-
bers and some 400 members playing 
bridge each week over 10 or 12 different ses-
sions - some mornings, afternoons and 
evenings. On Sunday we run a variety of 
special events including our Congress. 
 
Our Bridge Education group is highly com-
mitted to player retention through our be-
ginner classes, Play & Practice sessions and  
 

 
support to transition players into regular 
club play.    
 

What makes your club special? 

This is such an easy question to answer - 
our Volunteers! Every aspect of the club 
works because we have so many members 
who are able to assist in some way. We rely 
heavily on our wonderful directors and our 
dealers of session boards. The tournament 
committee plan out the year’s activities and 
manage them throughout the year with our 
Congress being our main event.  
 
What other activities do you run at your 

club?  

We hold interclub events and at the end of 
most Honour Board and Shield events, we 
have nibbles & drinks while awaiting the re-
sults - always a nice social occasion. We 
conduct Charity Days where the club 
matches all 'donations' from the fun activi-
ties, a Melbourne Cup Day and a huge sold-
out catered Christmas Party. Last year we 
donated $6,000 to a local charity on the 
Northern Beaches, One Meal. 
 

 
 
What’s one memorable moment in your 
club’s history? 

The move into a temporary clubhouse in 
early 2023, was a wrench for our members 
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after some 22 years in a very familiar loca-
tion. In July 2024, the Council had us move 
again into facilities next door, followed by 
our third move in a couple of years later in 
2024.  
 
What sticks out like a sore thumb to our 
committee is the amazing loyalty of our 
members. Our playing numbers barely 
changed and the willing help of members 
packing up and unpacking all the 'stuff' that 
a large club needs to operate effi-
ciently.  And now, we are about to do it all 
again! 
 

 
 
What challenges or opportunities do you 

see ahead? 

Again, a really easy question to answer. As 
soon as the club left Nelson Heather, the 
club started discussions with council on our 
return to the new centre. We appointed a 
small task-force to ensure the new facility 
would meet the needs of a bridge club.  
 
We are now on the brink of relocating into a 
brand new multi-million building that will 
host us for the next 10 to 20 years! While we 
will need to finesse some aspects of our 
current operations in the new facility we are 
committed to delivering an enjoyable and 
sustainable environment in which to learn 
and play bridge. 
 
 

Running our Congress on April 18 & 19th is 
certainly going to stretch the commitment  
of our volunteers, being so close to relocat-
ing, but we can do it! We encourage you to 
join us – you can book at MyABF here.  
 

Tweed Heads Bridge Club 

Open Day Draws Strong Com-

munity Response 
By David Freilich, President   

Tweed Heads Bridge Club recently held an 
Open Day aimed at introducing new players 
to bridge, and the response from the local 
community was extremely encouraging. 
 

 
 
Like many clubs, we are conscious of the 
challenges of attracting new members, 
particularly beginners who may feel the 
game is complex or difficult to access. Our 
goal was simple: create a welcoming, 
hands-on environment where visitors could 
sit down, start playing, and learn by doing. 
 
Approximately 30 visitors attended, with six 
tables dedicated to guided play and in-
struction. What stood out was the level of 
engagement. Visitors didn’t just observe — 
they became fully involved, often remaining 

https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3584
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at the table for extended periods, supported 
by club members explaining the basics as 
they went. 
 
A combination of structured introductory 
material, including Paul’s bridge basics 
booklet, and informal support from experi-
enced players created a relaxed and effec-
tive learning environment. Club members 
played an important role in making visitors 
feel comfortable from the outset. 
Strong support from members was a key 
factor in the day’s success, creating a wel-
coming atmosphere and a shared sense of 
purpose. This collective approach made a 
noticeable difference to how the event ran. 
 
The level of interest translated into immedi-
ate results, with around 10 attendees signing 
up for upcoming beginner lessons, and 
strong indications of further participation in 
sessions commencing on 21 March. 
 
One of the most pleasing aspects was that 
virtually all visitors chose to stay, partici-
pate, and engage with the game, reinforc-
ing that when bridge is presented in an ac-
cessible and social way, it has strong ap-
peal to new audiences. The club is now 
looking to build on this momentum through 
its training program and ongoing initiatives. 
 
We were also supported by local MP Geoff 
Provest, two councillors from Tweed Shire 
Council, Lachlan Kennedy from TBIB who 
came all the way from Towoomba, and 
Glenda from Bridge NSW who travelled from 
Armidale. Their contributions helped create 
a positive and welcoming atmosphere. 
 

 
 
We are grateful to our members for their 
time and enthusiasm, and optimistic about 
the opportunities this creates for future 
growth. 

 

Youth Storm Batemans! 
By Mitch Dowling  

 
Another March, another successful Bate-
mans Bay! Huge thanks to organisers Ste-
phen and Jenny Mendick, and directors Se-
bastian Yuen and Christy Geromboux, for 
their undying support of the youth and for 
putting on a fantastic event. 
 
This year, we had an incredible turnout. 
Nearly 40 youth players from NSW and ACT 
flocked in to duke it out in the pairs and 
teams competitions. The atmosphere was 
amazing! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Huge turnout for the youth at Batemans Bay! 
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Amongst the youth in attendance were two 
players who’d only started learning the 
game about three weeks prior! I must admit 
that I was a little nervous but my fears were 
quickly put to rest when I saw how eager 
they were to get involved. And very well 
done to Dinh Thong Nguyen and Henry 
Newton for travelling with us from Sydney 
for over four hours just to give competitive 
bridge a crack. Hats off to you both! 
 

While many youth players pick up the game 
in university, there are some who learn in 
high school. But how many do you know that 
learn bridge in primary school? There were 
three such players in our group this year! 11-
year-old Alexander Wilkinson from Can-
berra, 10-year-old Jack Curtis from Mol-
lymook, and 12-year-old Solcita Lu from Syd-
ney. There was no shortage of energy and 
enthusiasm, that’s for sure! 
 
19-year-old Amelie von Bibra paired up with 
ex-youth Alan Stoneham in the teams and 
produced this gem: 
 
Match 5, Board 16 

Dealer W, EW Vul 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Got a club story to share? 

 
You can now submit your club story fo 

Amelie found herself declaring 1NT as West 
on this hand with the ♣5 as the opening lead 
and the jack winning the first trick.  The ace 
and queen of clubs were played, north 

winning and cashing the fourth club with 
hearts discarded from both dummy and de-
clarer. A passive spade exit was made to the 
ace and a spade continued whereupon 
Amelie cashed the spades leaving the posi-
tion below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Currently the defence is at three tricks and 
declarer five. A diamond was played to the 
ace and the two to the king. North elected to 
underlead the ace of hearts to the king, but 
was then forced to be a stepping stone to 
dummy’s good diamonds, totalling eight 
tricks for declarer. Unfortunately, the beer 
card was not preserved… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This youth team took out first place in the restricted! 

L-R: Noah Klugman, Lydia Bodsworth, Duncan Lai, 

Soren Arthur 

 

https://bridgensw.com.au/submit-a-news-article/
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Central Coast Bridge Club cel-

ebrates Golden Anniversary 

 

Central Coast Bridge Club held its Golden 
Anniversary Congress last weekend to cele-
brate 50 years since the inaugural Central 
Coast Bridge Club Congress was held at the 
Florida Inn, Terrigal.  

It was a terrific turnout with players coming 
from many different clubs throughout NSW 
but the highlight had to be that four of the 
original players at that first Congress played 
and one was ranked among the winners!  

Members of the club provided an amazing 
array of food, most of which was home 
cooked and feedback has been amazing! 
The newly renovated premises provided a 
great venue and the addition of noise can-
celling panels proved very effective.  

 

Inaugural Central Coast 

School Bridge Challenge 

Central Coast Bridge Club, located at Long 
Jetty, is inviting local schools to enter a 
pair/pairs to compete in their Inaugural 
Central Coast Schools Bridge Challenge. 
This multi-generational event seeks to fos-
ter a relationship between youth, schools 
and the wider community, through the ex-
cellent mind-sport of Bridge.  

A prize of $500 will be awarded to the win-
ning pair. A further $500 will be donated to-
ward their school’s nominated fund-raising 
initiative. This could include a project of the 
P&C or Student Representative Council or 
assistance for a sports/dance/debating 
representative team, or disadvantaged stu-
dent, for example. 
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Entry to the event is free and no experience 
is necessary. The club will host free beginner 
lessons for all competitors at the Long Jetty 
clubhouse during the April school holidays 
and the four Sundays leading into the event.   

Additionally, Joan Butts, a renowned Bridge 
educator and elite international player is of-
fering student competitors free access to 
her Online School of Bridge in the lead-up to 
the competition. 

If you would like to learn more about the 
challenge, contact Central Coast Bridge 
Club via email here.  

Grafton Bridge Club’s Annual 

Congress 
By Denise Llewellyn Secretary  

Grafton Bridge Club conducted our Annual 
StepBridge Congress on Saturday 21st 
March.  We had a very successful Congress 
attracting 80 players who by all accounts 
thoroughly enjoyed their game of 
bridge.  We would like to thank Tournament 
Director Alan Bustany and all participants 
for a great day of bridge.  It was a wonderful 
competitive day and we would like to con-
gratulate the following winners: 

• 1st: Bev Daniel & Michele Tredinnick 
• 2nd: Tim Davis & Florence Maltby 
• 3rd: Sachiko Cathcart & Hans Van 

Weeran 

RESTRICTED 
• 1st Ina Buhse & Heather Whitely 
• 2nd Sue Mittermair & Julie-Ann 

Bradwyn 

NOVICE 

• 1st Tony Gam & Pamela Mathie 

BEST GRAFTON PAIR 

• Kerry Harding & Wendy Doyle 

Got a club story to share? 

 
You can now submit your club story for the 
newsletter and more on our website. Go to 
the ‘Latest bridge news’ section on the 
homepage and under the articles you will 
see two red buttons. Click on the button on 
the right to submit your story or click here. 
We’d love to hear from you!  

You can also share photos from your club 

and events on our ‘Game face’, which is 
also on the homepage. We love to show 
pictures from all types of people from 
across the state. Simply go to the bottom of 
‘Game face’ to find and click on the red up-
load button, or click here. 

Join our Facebook page! 

 
Bridge NSW has a Facebook page where 
you can find out the latest news, results and 
club stories. It is also a great way to engage 
with the community. To follow us, simply log 
in and head to our Facebook page and click 
the “Like” button.  
You can also use the QR code below to go 
straight to our Facebook page: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:ccbridgeclub@gmail.com
https://bridgensw.com.au/submit-a-news-article/
https://bridgensw.com.au/submit-a-news-article/
https://bridgensw.com.au/game-face-upload-your-images/
https://www.facebook.com/BridgeNSW/
https://www.facebook.com/BridgeNSW/
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Directing  

The Bridge NSW Directing Committee, under 
the leadership of John McIlrath, has been 
very active since its creation in mid-2024. 
Our community is very lucky that John 
came out of retirement as a director to lead 
this work. 

The Committee is confronting the shortage 
of directors at all levels throughout NSW, 
with a particular focus on developing more 
congress, and ultimately, national directors. 

In general, players don't need to understand 
the intricacies of director qualifications. We 
do hope to build player understanding of 
the importance of experienced congress di-
rectors, as well as those that direct gold 
point events, such as the Sydney Spring Na-
tionals, who are masters of their craft. 

But it all begins with Club Directors. 

Recruiting and Developing Club Di-

rectors 

The development of club-level directors is 
primarily a responsibility of clubs – and they 
don’t need any specific qualifications for an 
ordinary Green Point event. 

The Directing and Clubs & Community 
Committees hosted a webinar in February 
about recruiting and developing club direc-
tors. Bill Bleechmore from Mudgee and 
DaFarmer from Peninsula spoke about their 
club’s success in director recruitment, and 
some relatively new directors also shared 
their observations.  

From the webinar, a series of simple tips to 
help clubs were developed:  

 

1. Ask people directly whether they would 
like to train as a director - this addresses 
their concerns about whether they are good 
enough. 

2. Mentoring is key to recruitment and on-
going development. The mentor could 
come from any club. 

3. Split the function into two: Scoring (set-
ting the movement, running the scoring 
program) and Directing (providing rulings 
following infractions). 

4. Hold monthly meetings for directors to 
discuss rulings notes from past sessions.  

Bill Bleechmore, who spoke at the webinar, 
has provided a set of useful notes he uses 
to guide new recruits through movements, 
the laws and scoring, and these are availa-
ble under the ‘Workshop and Workshop 
notes’ section here.   

The Directing Committee looks forward to 
feedback from any club that decides to use 
these resources. We also want to hear from 
players and clubs on what more we can to 
do help develop top-quality directors in 
NSW. Contact us at via email here.  

 

Workshops Coming Up 

So, You Want to be a Director – Thu 16 Apr  
Tweed Heads Bridge Club. Register here. 

Build Your Skills – Fri 17 Apr 
Ballina Bridge Club. Register here.   

 

https://bridgensw.com.au/webinars/
https://bridgensw.com.au/director-development/
mailto:directing@bridgensw.com.au.
https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3965
https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3883
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Teaching & Education

My Favourite Sunday 
By Steve English, Education Committee Chair 

Wake up to the gentle sounds of Bridge over Troubled Waters 

Pick up David Bird’s Bridge over Troubled Waters bridge book and put it back down. 

Off to brunch for a Diamond Fizz. 

At last, Online Supervised Play 4pm on RealBridge. 

Finally, series 5 of Bridgerton 

Or maybe a bridge too far… 

Online Supervised Play 
There will be no sessions on Easter Sunday April 5th or 26th (Anzac weekend). On 3rd May we 
will launch a new series focussing on reinforcing concepts learnt in beginner lessons: 

• 3 May - Declarer Play in NT 

• 10 May - Declarer Play in Suits 

• 17 May - Responding to a 1 major opening 

• 24 May - Responding to a 1 minor opening 

• 31 May - Forcing or not forcing 

• 7 June - Overcalls 

Who should join?  

• Players who’ve recently completed beginner lessons. Come on your own, better as a pair 
and best as a club table of four  

• Clubs - if your teacher is exhausted after beginner lessons then have an experienced 
player from your club help supervise a club table. Or just sign up for a club table and let 
our helpers give advice to your students. Click here to reserve a table.  

• Players who can’t make club sessions but want to stay involved. These are run on 
RealBridge so you can see and hear all the players at your table - it’s fun & rewarding. 

You can find our more here and join each week by clicking the relevant date under ‘2026 ses-
sions’. Hand records and notes accompany each season. 

Are you an experienced player who can help out? We are restricted on what we can offer by 
the number of helpers we can get. If you are a friendly, reasonably experienced player and will-
ing to help out, even just once a month, please  get in touch here.  

https://bridgensw.com.au/play-online/
mailto:education@bridgensw.com.au
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Player Development

Kate’s Way #8 

“SAY IT NOW.”   

When you have something to say, say it 

now while you can - before you lose the 

opportunity.  If you wait until later there 

may not be a later. 

 

This principle was only just “created” in 
2025, specifically to apply to Red vs. White 
preempts (although it will certainly have 
wider application).   Up until recently, we’ve 
been following stringent requirements re-
garding loser-count and suit-quality for our 
Red vs. White preempts, but this strategy 
hasn’t been working out all that well.  While 
it’s undoubtedly true that aggressive unfa-
vorable preempts will occasionally lose in a 
big way, there are many times where the 
preempt works out well.  The latter may be 
far more numerous.  I won’t know for sure for 
a while…  It’s in the testing phase.  To see 
how well it works out we’ve adopted a 
looser approach, based on some apparent 
“facts.” 

• The dreaded disaster is infrequent 
• Preempts are hard on the opponents 
• Recent findings show that the side 

which initiates the bidding wins twice 
as many IMPs.   

The requirements will undoubtedly be ad-
justed as we acquire more experience.   
 
I come from the old Culbertson school of 
preempts: 60 years ago, in my early days of 
tournament bridge, a preempt was ex-
pected to be 2, 3 or 4 tricks away from your 
bid, depending upon the vulnerability.  (2 at  
 

 
unfavorable, 3 at equal vulnerability, 4 at fa-
vorable) The theory was that you should ex-
pect a trick from partner.  So, if a favorable 
preempt is 4 tricks away from what you bid, 
a trick from partner would result in -500, 3 
down against their vulnerable game.  A 
good score. 
 
Times have changed - and so have I.  
Bridge players know that the preemptive 
value is more important than avoiding the 
occasional disaster.   For many, many years 
I have been a super-aggressive preemptor, 
and the results support that decision.  But 
still, I clung fiercely to one last remnant of 
Culbertson: a six-loser hand and a good suit 
at the 2-level, unfavorable. It was difficult to 
let go of it.  I held on for a long time, thinking 
maybe I should let it go. 
 
And then came Pula. 
 
In September of 2025, playing with my hus-
band in the Pula International Bridge Festi-
val, I held AQTxxx  x  xxx  xxx, in first seat, Un-
favorable.  With 8 ½ losers I passed, in fear of 
the dreaded -800.  I wasn’t a bit happy 
about it – with that good suit, I wanted to 
say something - but rules are rules.   
 
It didn’t go well for us.  Our opponents bid to 
6H, making and we didn’t find the cheap 
save in 6S. 
 
My partner held  KJxxx  xx  AKJxxx  --.  He 
heard 3H and overcalled 4D showing dia-
monds and 4+ spades.  I happily bid 4S over 
4H.  And he competed to 5S over 5H. But we 
subsided and 6H made comfortably.  
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At the other table my counterpart had no 
vulnerability fears.  (He was in his 20’s and 
had probably never heard of Mr. Culbert-
son.)  He opened 2S and the bidding was 
quick:  2S-3H-6S-Dbl.    
 
The “save” made 12 tricks.  We were -980 
and our teammates were -1660!  Minus 21 
IMPs!  And that was the death of Culbertson 
preempts. 
 
Nowadays, if I have something to say, I “Say 
It Now!” 

 

Monthly bidding contest  

By Philip Glover  

 

Another month, another chance to shine 
brightly. Appreciation to Marc Smith and 
RealBridge for permission to use the mate-
rial. 
 
You too, can join the monthly bidding com-
petition at RealBridge. It is not only fun, but 
competitors improve their bidding judge-
ment. Find out more here.  
 
This month the hand is hand 8 taken from 
the February 2025 set. 
 

 
 
Judgement issues 

• Can partner have 4 spades? 
• What is the strength range of the 1Nt 

bid? 

• How many hearts is partner likely to 
hold? 

• How to make an invitational bid for 
game? 

• Is game likely? 
  
Given that you have sorted out those issues, 
now it is your turn to bid. Make your bid and 
compare it with the expert panel. Trust that 
you did well. 
 

ACTION 
  
MARKS 

PANEL 

VOTES 
Competitors' 

Entries (%) 

2♠   10 16 25 

2♦    7  5  3 

3♥    6  2 16 

2♥    4  0 45 

4♥    2  0  6 

2NT    2  0  1 

Pass    0  0  2 

3♠    0  0  1 

3NT    0  0  1 

 
The 45% of the competitors opting for 2H, 
are at odds with the experts 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://realbridge.online/realbridge-bidding-contest-2026
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Upcoming Events 

 
The following pages are flyers for forthcoming events and courses. The deadline for flyers to be 
received is the second last Friday of each month. Flyers must be a single A4 page and should 
be for events and courses in the following two months. To have your flyer included in the next 
issue, please send it to bridging@bridgensw.com.au. 

  

mailto:bridging@bridgensw.com.au
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https://bridgensw.com.au/state-championships/
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https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3569
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https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3377
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mailto:priceshdc@gmail.com
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https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3605
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https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3965
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https://sydneybridgecentre.com/
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https://sydneybridgecentre.com/
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https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3845
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https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3584
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https://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/index.php/bridge/lbc/upcoming-events
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https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3410
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https://bridgensw.com.au/nsw-and-victoria-collaborate-to-host-top-level-bridge-online/
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https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3609
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https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3608
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https://sydneybridgecentre.com/
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https://www.learnbridgeinsydney.com.au/
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https://www.myabf.com.au/events/congress/view/3331
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mailto:ccbridgeclub@gmail.com
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https://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/node/4972
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https://www.bridgetoday.com.au/

