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With exams looming you are no doubt sick of hearing about
UL, so an Focal turns its attention to the national students®
arena and focuses on the ever entertaining circus that is the

Union of Students in Ireland (USI), and it’s president,
Dermot Lohan.
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UST president, Dermot Lohan.
Impeached for all the wrong reasons

Later this month the future
of the Union of Students in
Ireland (USI), - of which ULSU
is thankfully not a member - will
receive either a lifeline or a
Knockout blow, depending on
whether students at UCD and
UCC decide to reaffialiate to the
national students’ union. But in
the mean time USI must fight to
keep eight other colleges from
walking out.

RICK STUDJ

Those threatening to leave
being led by the DIT
Students’ Union and include
UCG, Tallagh IT and our own
Mary I, as well as the two
. Northern universities, Queens
= and the University of Ulster. The

are

reasons for the threatened

N
departure  are many. The
Southern colleges have

expressed dissatisfaction with
what they see as USI's pandering
to those colleges who are not
members of the Union (USI
president, Dermot Lohan has
maintained a very high profile at
UCC this year). The Northern
universities on the other hand,
feel that Lohan would like to see
USI become “a 26 county organ-
isation” and have issued a press
statement to that effect.
IMPEACHMENT
The tension came to a head at a
USI national Council meeting in
Castlebar two weeks ago when
these grievances were expressed.
Lohan was saved by the bell, so
to speak, when his supporters
walked out, leaving the meeting
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inquorate. However, those col- sile styles of lecadership, O'Daly
leges lining out against him the aggressive bulldog, 1o
refuse to be quictened and, Lohan’s country sheepdog
according to The Phoenix FUsuU

Magazine, are believed last week

Also worth noting 18 the fact
to have held a “hush hush meet-

that representatives from every

ing... to formulate a plan for the students’ union in the country
impeachment of Lohan™ met in UL last Monday
ABSOLUTE POWER (Jan.11th) to discuss among

All of the political wran-
gling could well be interpreted as
[oreplay for the race for next
year’s presidency of USI - assum-
ing it still exists. If Lohan can
succeed in bringing UCD and
UCC back to the fold it would
bolster his position as president
and swing the balance of power
back in his favour, as well as
being the ideal ticket on which to
re-run for president. However, if
the dissatisfied colleges can
impeach the president first, then
the chair is vacant for the taking,
with the most obvious pretender

other things , the future of USI.
This was the first meeting of 1999
of the Forum of University
Students’ Unions (FUSU), an
organisation established last year
to discuss areas of common inter-
est to university students. This
meeting had been scheduled for
some time, but it is believed that
the pending referenda at UCD
and UCC put the pressure on for
an immediate meeting. Other
items scheduled for discussion at
Monday’s FUSU meeting includ-
ed ministerial recognition (with a
view to a seat on the Higher

to the throne being DITs Education Authority), union
Student Union president, Ross finances and rag week.
O’Daly. The two potential candi- K.OH

dates present interestingly oppo-
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QDemester One

With exams looming vou are no doubt sick of hearing about
UL. so an Focal turns its attention to the national students’
arena and focuses on the ever entertaining circus that is the

Union of Students in Ireland (USI), and it's president,
Dermot Lohan.

Later this month the future
of the Union of Students in
Ireland (USI), - of which ULSU
is thankfully not a member - will
receive either a lifeline or a
knockout blow, depending on
whether students at UCD and
UCC decide to reaffialiate to the
national students’ union. But in
the mean time USI must fight to
keep eight other colleges from
walking out.

Those threatening to leave

are being led by the DIT
Students’ Union and include
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inquorate. However, those col-

site styles of leadership: O Daly
leges lining out against him
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aggressive bulldog, 1o
refuse to be quietened and, Lohan’s country sheepdog
according to The Phoenix FUSU

Magazine, are believed last week
to have held a “hush hush meet-
ing... to formulate a plan for the
impeachment of Lohan”

Also worth noting is the fact
that representatives from every
students’ union in the country

met in UL last Monday
ABSOLUTE POWER (Jan.11th) to discuss among

All of the political wran- other things , the future of USIL.
gling could well be interpreted as  This was the first meeting of 1999
foreplay for the race for next of the Forum of University
yearspremdency of USI - assum- Students’ Unions (FUSU), an
ing it still exists. If Lohan can organisation established last year
succeed in bringing UCD and to discuss areas of common inter-
UCC back to the fold it would est to university students. This
bolster his position as president meeting had been scheduled for
and swing the balance of power some time, but it is believed that
back in his favour, as well as the pendine referenda at 11T
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UCC decide to reaffialiate to the
national students’ union. But in
the mean time USI must fight to
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UCG, Tallagh IT and our own
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reasons for the threatened
departure are many. The
Southern colleges have

expressed dissatisfaction with
what they see as USI’s pandering
to those colleges who are not
members of the Union (USI
president, Dermot Lohan has
maintained a very high profile at
UCC this year). The Northern
universities on the other hand,
feel that Lohan would like to see
USI become “a 26 county organ-
isation” and have issued a press
statement to that effect.
IMPEACHMENT
The tension came to a head at a
USI national Council meeting in
Castlebar two weeks ago when
these grievances were expressed.
Lohan was saved by the bell, so
to speak, when his supporters
walked out, leaving the meeting
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All of the political wran-
gling could well be interpreted as
foreplay for the race for next
year’s presidency of USI - assum-
ing it still exists. If Lohan can
succeed in bringing UCD and
UCC back to the fold it would
bolster his position as president
and swing the balance of power
back in his favour, as well as
being the ideal ticket on which to
re-run for president. However, if
the dissatisfied colleges can
impeach the president first, then
the chair is vacant for the taking,
with the most obvious pretender
to the throne being DIT’s
Student Union president, Ross

O’Daly. The two potential candi-
dates present interestingly oppo-
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(Jan.11th) 1o discuss ;m\nn‘g
other things , the future of US|
This was the first meeting of 1999

of the Forum of University
Students’ Unions (FUSU ), an
organisation established last vear
to discuss areas of common inter-
est to university students. This
meeting had been scheduled for
some time, but it is believed that
the pending referenda at UCD
and UCC put the pressure on for
an immediate meeting. Other
items scheduled for discussion at
Monday’s FUSU meeting includ-
ed ministerial recognition (with a
view to a seat on the Higher
Education Authority),

union
finances and rag week.
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F‘_" The page 4 article was

— e particularly degrading and without editorial scrutiny., par
= S— unjust, evidenced by the ticularly when it contains a
g number of students who visit- scurriious personal attack on

the character of a member of
the campus community

Sedan McDermott

UL Staff.

Schrodinger Building

dent Centre

This letter is addressed to the Student Union, I am
referring to an article written about the Student center in
the last An Focal. I would agree with the author, that the

Student Centre is not a productive use of space. I am
offering at least a partial solution.

Last year and apparently for several years before-
hand, the Student Centre was used every Thursday night
for music society bands to perform. If the bands were
good or bad they were allowed to play. The Student

Centre can contain sound well; it doesn't perturb the
Stables or anyone else to have a bunch of amplified
instruments blaring away within the center. The perfor-
mance would only last two hours.

This year the Music Society are not allowed play in
the Student Centre. This is because last year during rag
week we did our bit for education and damaged some of

those productive arcade games. We admitted responsibil-
ity and are proposing more stringent supervision this
year. I am appealing to Barry McLoughlin and the
Student Union to allow a Music Society performance in
the Student Centre on a weekly basis. It is unfair to new
bands who are part of the society to have no means of

output in their own college, it is after all the STUDENT
Centre.
Yours,

Doug Sadleir

President of the Music Society

ed the injured party to express
regret and shock and to disas-
sociate themselves from the
published article.
From my experience of

.

- | e

A

L Sebtag Stege 2 Wy “= e i~ire ~-NOT SO D W ICORS O AT U
extrem®e eopP tqirs N

= bﬁ:.lndgtioﬂ of disA TS ?-{ow do you feel about g % outs\S
i ; e ther elchair user who on heg "ery ’
- e signs ot the "ffs c? 'peo T:cmre.ﬂndso“ﬁ fUll of 15 yof 16 8 S

p (disoe c S ing down from L
for a _fFfL_‘rggfeebodied peo;)rf Dudfc:?,%oo :,gou think d"SGb\Eeqm 21 \:\;
nz?dgr;h nd  without b:gad term Ie‘\éeshdre the sense of h\-mo?:& "
Course “disabled” ¥ o peted 10 Flo person who thinks its '\'w:; sm
and will normally be thers. 1D stop the lift from moving by s, bl

include pregf;ggmw can be light signal with p&%

i ing gl |

iderly et al. Di one Who orson Who turms off fhe figra
gorc"y‘ e Gs"néged most PE 122 i‘\)ﬁ; or the person who ht::g* <
sprains an onkler;;“w at some stclgde it for two minutes for a 0 |
plopsiitel g dlsgn the other hog_s- would suggest that you talkig
of their lives. also = cabled students to
deaf peop'e. Wh;c’r?cgege*f prefer ?;ﬁrvagws of Whot s e
abled, do not exp regards th udent's life hell Gouse Jou
cgiicl "equem 3? own case: 95 % L:essiOn). You should qls
usage of lifts. In YO heart proplems exp Bronda Shinners-Kennady
Sl o wl’:g hat your disabl- W[moccess officer. Who will ta
ii;cigc\;%%!rn\ﬁis?bc;e one. You nee"é ;f; lr'}] elp you with any disability re
use the lift, but appedr 10 B8 B 1 o oplems that you personally

: el to ca
bodied. This is bound ooe . |
culties for you. If you are otk In conclusion, we would i

ic i i jons

el b Clarriwfi\é:l:tgscézrriyﬁgﬁ‘r it state again thq’r \:r? fully sy ,
such as 'rhc:er";:"r an individual to our colleague m.“ is mMatier oy
recsonoblet a?‘ one who refuses to hope that he wi noj “OW_._.¥r
%S(jitén;feefgie w\éy or another is not result of your l\etter, .\essen his

‘ 2 One doesn't have o ‘ o
gg’rcgtﬁliie‘s entire medical history. defer(;ce of the rights of the N
rather just give some indication ap\e : ‘
that one has a disability. If after Sincere yG e lectrer
that there is a problem, then there Eugene Le u:! r, Deparime
is valid reason for complaint. We of Mathematics and Statistics.

wish fo state that we fully support Sean O'Grady, Reception

have.



<<<UL Unpluggec

u. -
ina'i- rl;z::);:igag'e:h:::ct;zi;he ::‘restrivel'- olﬂici?lly relheasel‘cl CD contair?ing orig- Ko!ledg& Week 1999. Prizes are currentl? being‘ soug\:\t for the best song
boundaries e acadﬁmjc usica taYent that lies f:ldden within the but this has not .yet‘been confirmed.We intend |r\pt.1.tung C.D: ROM info o
time off from their S fpurgatoti)‘. gs some people fjo actua_lly gt-j't the‘ C.D. a}so wth info on eac'l? act and a.l.so dtstn'f:ute. copies to all the
tslthein, onp ] ies to ocus their minds and the magic of music.This major Radio stéuons.A nationwide release is under inquiry at the moment
EUraE Alop Feanitysto r‘ev.eal their taf.ents to you, the ever hungry music more details will be released as we get them -
o ths; = ng wflth showcasing the musical talent the C.D. will raise money For more info on this unique opportunity please do not hesitate wo
o Fmonal W'fllkway.The memorial walkway which is currently under contact one of the following.
= Nstruction alongside Milford School, is a project undertaken by Fr. PJ.and Jon Snott 9314334@student.ulie 086 8224699
£ = St_Udents' Union to commemorate the death those who died while Mike Knightson Mike_Knightson@hotmail.com
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At the moment we are looking to gather as many original songs from  If you know of any past students who would like to participate we would
be more than happy the hear from them.
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singer songwriters, bands and even composers out of which the best |2-
15 Songs will appear on the C.D. which will be released in conjunction with Duende©
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So, I ask when placing vour rubbish
outside make sure that all bags are tied
pProperly and not left for the crows to feast
onl If you are putting rubbish in the
Wheelie Bin, make sure it is put away in

4 manner that alows the lid to close and

not overflow. If we could all just do those

small things at least when and if the wind
blows, there might not be such a wind of
rubbish.

And please, if you see paper or any form
of rubbish in your garden please pick it
up. The warden can fine you a substantial
sum of money and we all know students
don’t have money to throw away!

So try and keep the place litter free
please!!

From an Observer

—v=1 Luine out to play. Orphans all, who
have abandoned the freedom of home,

for the joys of friendship, they have
become the great exploited. By another WOuUld. because they have no-where sise
monster. The capitalist. The profit maker. '© Play. Ah. some day the capitalist Wil
The one who doesn't care. Not a green- PJY- For making the orphan. over-pay 1o
eyed monster, no. not deserving of such a PlaY. And what's worse, it you want 1o drink
dictum. This monster doesn't play. He preys. 9€'- POy. will you have to pay - thwougn
He preys on the orphans. He knows the € Nose, all day, everywhere. Hey, hey.
poor orphans have no choice but to play. S°Me day. we may stop playing. Then
To play. the orphan has to pay. The OT‘;:EB%\&}S Beay;

orphan, can usudlly pay. But then the free-

FRANCE 1999
KEL AIR VACANCIES
This year Campotel are seeking couriers and childrens couriers at their campsites
throughout France. They are looking for bright, hard working, self-motivated individuals
with a good personality and outlook on life. If you fit this description and are interested
in working in France for the summer please contact Rebecca in the SU for more details.
J NOTE: All applications must be returned by 25th January 1999.

remarked. that if a bucket of hrty water
was thrown on the omphans hey woulcy
come back and pay to play. Yes ey

Multilingual
Costomer
Service
Positions

Experience advantageous

Contact Michelle or Diane

061 419007

Exciting start-up company y
Languages desired - Danish/Spanish/Italian

PC. Literate with excellent communication skills

Full time and Part time positions available
Excellent opportunities for students

6/7 Steamboat Quay, Dock Road, Limerick

Email mcarrig@marlbomugh.ie

NOTICE TO STUDENTS RE. USE OF CALCULATORS IN EXAMINATIONS
AND THE UNIVERSITY’S CODE OF CONDUCT.

Candidates may, at the express determination of the relevant lecturer, be permitied 1o
take a calculator into the examination hall for certain modules.

For the purposes of this provision, a calculator is defined as a non-programmable cal-
culator. In particular, calculators must not be capable of information storage, neither must
the calculator be capable of the transmission or reception of information.

Candidates are advised that it is a major offence under the Code of
Conduct merely to be in possession of a calculator or other device
which breaches this definition. It is no defence that the calculator was
not in fact used in the examination. The punishment for this offence
will normally be a 12 month suspension from the University.

Where candidates are unsure as to whether their calculator con-
forms with the new rules, they are advised in the first instance to dis-
cuss the issue with the relevant lecturer before the examination.

Possession in an examination hall of a programmable calculator
and/or any other device which is capable of information storage, trans-§
mission, reception or such like functions is a Major Offence under the

Code of Conduct.”
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Below is a debate between Senator Mary Jackman and the Minister for Justice,
John O'Donogahue on the night of the 9/12/1998 in Seanad Eireann re: Garda
Station for Castletroy.

Mrs. Mary Jackman: I thank the Minister for answering the series of letters sent
him recently on this subject; I had raised the issue before sending them. It is an
urgent matter and I will give reasons the Castletroy area should have a Garda sta-
tion and a Garda presence based there, It is an area of expanding population. The
greater Castletroy area has roughly 20,000 people which, when compared o
Nenagh, Newcastlewest or any other town in the mid-west region which has a Garda
station, means it also should have one. The population will continue to grow and the
projection is that it will double by the year 2010. The population is young because
the University of Limerick is in the area and has 10,000 students and 600 staff. The
matter came to a head two weeks ago when | was invited as a local rcprt:.x‘cmati\-'c
to a meeting in the university with the local superintendent, local residents and the
president of the university. There had been six attacks on young people which were
not within the confines of the university but in the suburban area adjoining the
Dublin road. They were serious because they were on young men as well as young
women and on foreign students as well. The meeting was held because students,
especially young female students, were fearful for their safety in walking to and
from the university. As a result, the president improved the lighting within the cam-
pus and is installing cameras. The county
council, of which I am a member, is ensuring
all lights within surrounding housing estates
are checked and replaced, if necessary, by the
ESB, because we felt we had to show our sup-
port for greater security. While the attacks
were not within the confines of the university,
the president felt so strongly about them, he
spent approximately £240,000 improving
security and safety in the college. The concern

dent and the local community garda,

-,

is with what happens outside the college.
Apart from the university, there is a huge
young population in the national technologi-
cal park, known locally as Plassey. For exam-
ple, Dell has shift workers coming and going
throughout the night, a significant number of
whom are young women. Some excellent
Jwork has been done by the local superinten-
Seamus O'Neill. The recently appointed uni-
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have a crime-free city and to ensure people have a good quality of life. I have been with Henry Street and Castleconnell G'Ttrdu s‘ubdmtnc_ls 1S not acceplable,
receiving representations on this matter for a long time and they have increased as  Castleconnell has a Garda station. I am seeking a Garda ﬁl'd_u'«‘m for CaSllelmy.lam ¢
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el o

underway on this matter.

Mrs. Jackman: What research is being undertaken? There appears 1o be confusion
between Castleconnell which has a Garda station and
Castletroy, with a population of 10,000 people, which has not.

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Mr. O'Donoghue):
I thank Senator Jackman for her contribution to this important issue. I favour An Cathaoirleach: The Minister has replied. Senator Jackman will have a further

informed discussion on all issues, particularly those that can have a significant bear- opportunity to pursue the matter with him.
ing on people's lives. I am also conscious, as is the Garda Commissioner, of the
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Revceon
Things we'd like to see less of in 1999

Robbie Wlliams.
gcs we k
now he's pissed all over Gary Barlow and zhey said he could never do iz. And we know zhar he stole the show az Siane. Well he

did, and
Fair play zo him, Buz if | hear ‘(Mitllenium jusz one more zime, | shall do my nuz. | really wiiil.
] read somewihere zhat James Cameron is one of The most Techni-

Tizanic,
: : Iz's The most successful movie ever made...
cally gifred direcrors ever ro have graced Hollywood, you knoul.....Leonardo DiCaprio is Fancied by more
apparantly Kaze Ulinsler does ‘serious movies as well....lz won
..... OH SHAAAAT UP!

llfernales on the planer zhan God knows who
the video sold by the bucker-load when released during The summer
)

. eleven Oscars.....

Polizrfca! Scandals in neu:spa:pens

C . .

mhd,zhe Hctugheg dodged £2 million in :a;....{moumnt you if you cou]d’?!]..,Rag Burke involved in some dodgy PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS
<Daid alledgediy seeing what the rest of us cant {Anne Dogles lcgs!)....Look for Fucks sake, The only reason politicians are polizicians is

because they canz be rrusred wirh a real Fucking job. NufF Said
Look, when we said we wanted a gredTer SeCURiTY PrResence, wle meant thar students gerting seven shades of shit kicked our of Them as they staggered home

Garddi.

From zhe Lodge had zo szop. e didnz mean thar we wanted rozzers picking up students for Farring afrer llpm

Inzerner nerds.
he. sizzing in his bedroom wiizh bad breazh, his dick in his hand, an orange up his bum and nothing on but a sTring vest, stockings

Gobshizes sizzing in the Friggin library emailing who zhey Think is a six Foor blonde Californian beaury. Gez a life. She's probably a
and suspenders who lives in Shizkick, Alabama, wiho's idea of a scoring is being allowed wialk his siszer hormne From The local honky-

zonk, and who's best Friend is a mule called Jezhro

"Viagra
Q. Ulhy would a small pebble in your shoe cause impozence?

y A. Because iz makes you limp.
- “~= Ho Ho Ho. That's zhe last impozence joke | wianz zo hear ever. Goz iz!
| hear There's going zo be a gig in the Point next year costing £1500 a tickez...For Christs sakes, has

(Dillenium Celebrazions.
nobody realised thar New Qeans in any licenced premesis is shiz ‘cos gou'ne theg'ne so packed that sardines wiould find iz uncomforzable and youre TrRYing To

‘God, iz's going o be crazy next yedr in the pubs
avoid having pernod and black spilz on you by rhaz drunken cows who just wonz go away, and the juke box is pumping our Gareh Bloody Brooks

Doesn’z drinking yourselF zo oblivion wizh your redl Friends in zhe comForz of your own home sound like a loz more Fun? And anywiay, the 3rd millenium doenst

szarz For anorher TWO YEdRS.

TV3

Three, zhey zell us, is a magic number. Iz might te. lz's a!so a crap zelevision stazion. Admiz iz, not counting the internarional
ams on 1z? At least Channel S in €ngland has a bit of soft porn To

soccer and Easzenders, have you wiarched any ozher prO
dezract From zhe rest of zhe drudgery, Uhar do we get laze az nighz. Fucking Ponch From CHiPs zelling us about

some wonder drug zhar helps you slim, that's whaz!
Ronan Keazing.
G 1) videoe Perer (Dark ads, 2TV, Hello magazine....is there no escaping the wrezch? lrelands most Famous ex-virgin just kept hogging



M. Lecause 1T makes you limp
Ho Ho Ho. That's the last impozence joke | want o hear ever Goz |

| hear there's going To be a gig in The Point nexz year COSTING E1S00 a ticker = Chralsrs sakes, has

T2
CDillenium Celebrarions.
‘God, iz's going To be crazy nexr year in the pudbs Fo
nobody realised thar New {Jears in any licenced premesis is shiz, ‘cos youre Theyre so packed Tthar sardines would Find it uncomforzable and goure TWyingG TC
avoid having pernod and black spilt on you by that drunken cows who just wonzt go away, and the juke box is pumping ocut C,aw:h b‘-.orﬁ_j Trocks

Doesn'z drinking yourselF zo oblivion wirh your real Friends in the comfort of your own home sound like a loz more Fun? And anyguaay, the 3ed mitleniorn doens

STart For anorher Twio yedars.
iz, nor counting The international

TV3

"Three, zhey zell us, is a magic number. Iz mighz be. lz's also a crap zelevision szarion. Admit iz,
soccer and Castenders, have you warched any ozher programs on 1z? Az least Channel 5 in England has a bit of soft porn To
dezract From the rest of the drudgery. ({haz do we get late az night. Fucking Ponch From CHiPs zelling us abour

some wionder drug thar helps you slim, thar's whaz!

Ronan Keazing.

.}-":U?. videos, Pezer (NDark ads, 2TV, Hello magazine....is zhere no escaping the mrerch? Irelands most Famous ex-virgin just kepT hogging
The newspapers. And he said zhatr he wants zo be President of lreland....And you rhought Dana was a bloody joke. (Lihy doesnt he do
get arreszed For having zoo much drugs, ger into Troubdle For zhrashing horel rooms or at least wwire and

DRESS
SUIT
SERVICE

from...

TED
O’CONNOR’S

recent competizions held in Uganda. Or somezhing.
ist Floor

Orangemen.
So zhey want zo be parr of the Unized Kingdom. Wlell, wihy noz
60 Williams Street, Limerick

be good lads and obey zhe rule of lam and order of said realm. On
zhe ozher hand, zhey could, {chough 1 donz necessarily advocaze
(Opposite Boyd’s Bus Stop)

zhis!) Fuck ofF over zo The (Nainland and live zhere. In Bradford

Ml pcrhaps. | wionder wiould zhey be so quick as zo offend (Duslim Tel 417285

i cnseeiiiciespgiplaipe ReRRenasisEiTunes as they go past The Special Prices for Group
Bookings

perform a decent song, instead of the last Andrew Lioyd Ulebber

dirge.....
| Szupid Compilazion Albums

The Best Seventies Album in zhe Ulorld.....Ever..... The Besz Counzry
Album in the orld....Ever....

{hy nor somezhing wizh a berzer Targer audience, like The Best Sruck in a Fucking Limerick
..... Ever....songs like Fasz Car woudnt make iz on Though.....

TrafFic Jam Album in zhe orld

RTE szill convinced zhat there's no life beyond the pale.
4 inches of snow wizhin pissing diszance of (Nonzrose and iz's obvious zo The newis ream that

the country has obviously ground zo a halz. Dammiz, lcelanders could colonize Co. (Nayo and
iz might make the novelry izem, normally reserved For the likes of Foozage of jubilant idiozs
welcoming home zhe Irish Connect 4 zeam, Fresh From zheir glorious Firsz round exiz ar the

local mosque.
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\e rise and fall of beer
Alexander, “We concluded gy b

dian Henry Youngman once said, “I gave up reading.” And

why not?. Who needs it? If you are the patient sort and New York, points out that w hereas the ga: cl
nixture Of car

ing th
o postdoc Andrew
going down, but

an watch ¢ W ' . i3 eaunness hasalr
can watch carefully, you will probably learn a lot more real ales is carbon dioxide, Guinness hasa K
1 studying erage : Iz : n added. The nitrogen MAREs
from studying a beverage than a book, especially when it bon dioxide and nitrogen added. The g

comes to physics-bubble physics that is. If you are thirst-
ing for an intellectual challange, then head down to your dioxide in ordinary beers, perhaps helpin
17222

local lab, order yourself a frothy pint of draught Guinness, astable head. Being smaller theyare alsol =
tend to rise more slowly, which accounts for the beers I o A
Denis Weaire, a physicist at Trinity College Dublin,
comes to the same conclussion:"The bubbles go up, ady
is 2 wave of density fluctuation which goes down.” Asheis
an Irish physicist, Weaire's words must Carry some a
ight, “If anyone says they go down, then | say:where gy
they go?” Weaire points out that similar waves appear on
olh-cr situations. “The flow of fluids can be unstable iy
he says. “For example, when ater runs dowy

many ways,”
2 shallow slope, within a certain range of angles, it forms 3

bubbles of carbon .
bubbles arent |
that waves of dark liquid which go

downwards

Guiness bubbles smaller than the big _
g (o give It such

2QQ roant ;mn.l o o By
St give this impression.

flows about
d of mov-

and prepare for a science lesson
Guinness may look like the runoff from an old peat  ability to fill a glass so uniformly with froth.
When the liquid first falls into the glass, it

bog, but after more than 200 years of research by the
Guinness Breweries, it has become something of a high- much faster than the bubbles can rise. S0 instea
performance motor oil. Draw a pint from the tap and the ing on their own, they behave as what fluid dynamicists call

liquid doesn’t just pour out - it explodes into the glass, fill-  “passive tracers”, and go wherever the liquid takes them. In
we

a few seconds the glass is full of liquid mixed with a dense
cloud of bubbles. Then, as the bubbles begin t0 rise slow-
ly, the liquid percolates down through the spaces between
the bubbles and settles out below. This is what is known as
“two phase flow”, a flow involving both gas and liquid.
In general, this kind of flow is so complicated, says

ing it with a churning brown froth. For a few
moments the froth swirls through the glass,
driven by its own momentum. Then it begins
beautiful series of sharp waves.” A similar kind of Sponts-

to settle, and pure dark beer slides to the
neous wave formation may be going on as a beer mups

bottom.
Defying gravity -

It is another full minute before the maelstrom of Hein Auracher, an expert in the area from the Technical
beer really comes to rest, but in the meantime, if you raise  University in Berlin, that the motion cannot be predicted down the inside of the glass. “Another case dloser 1y
your glass and take a close look near the boundry from theory. Still, Auracher suspects that bubbles neat the ~ Guiness, “Weaire adds, “is sedimentation, As mud sertles
between the froth and the beer, you will see....well thatall  froth / liquid interface may be carried down- out of a liquid (like bubbles, but upside down) it often
depends on your point of view. Some people see bubbles  wards by a large-scale liquid flow in the glass. '
mocking the laws of physics by plunging downwards into  Chemical engineer John Smith of the
the depths, instead of heading unerringly for the surface.  University Surrey agrees. “The buyonancy
But others claim that this is an illusion, caused by the forces within the bubble cloud will induce a

peculiar stripes or waves of dark liquid that course down circulation, up in the centre and down at the
through the beer like side-winding snakes. So whats walls.” What's more, he claims that the down-

forms ‘striations’ just like the bubbles do.”
This may account for the waves, but it doesn't nal

down the ultimate question: do the bubbles descent, of
don't they? “This is a very profound question,” says Gad
Hetsroni, an expert in wo-phase flow from the Technionin

S e 1

Teraal Swhich cannat ha aneneaesd



It is another full minute before the maelstrom of

Defying gravity

beer really comes to rest, but in the meantime. if YOu raise
your glass and take a close look near the b undry
between the froth and the beer, you will sec....well that all
depends on your point of view. Some people see bubbles
mocking the laws of physics by plunging downwards into
the depths, instead of heading unerringly for the surface.
But others claim that this is an illusion, caused by the
peculiar stripes or waves of dark liquid that course down
through the beer like side-winding snakes. So whats
going on?,

“Gas breakout” is what the brewers call it, accord-
ing to Ian McMurrough, a former researcher at Guinness’s
Park Royal Brewery in London. “It’s a topic in which the
people at Guiness have much expertise,” he says.

Unfortunately, he adds, “this falls into the area of trade
secrets”, and Guiness isn't giving any away. To get some
answers, an focal has been forced to make repeated
experiments of its own, and mull over the matter at length
with independent experts. As a result, we can now paint a
plausible picture.

Some of the theory is fairly simple. Before it poured,
Guinesss is held under pressure to keep gases dissolved
in the liquid. At the tap, however. “the Guiness is forced at

great pressure through six tiny holes”, says physicist and
amateur Guinness theorist Matthew Woods of Keele
University. This trauma, coupled with the
pressure drop, brings the gas out, So bub-
bles form - lots of them.

In other draught beers, the bubbles pro-
‘duced at the tap immediately rise to form a

head, but in Guiness, things are a bit more

r ( ] p £A0 ANA ARRG™TT T
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In general, this kind of flow is s0 comph

cated, says
: . Technical

Hein Auracher, an expert in the area rom the

be

shles neat the

: : _ —nnot be predicted
University in Berlin, that the motion cannot !

from theory. Still, Auracher suspects that bul
froth / liquid interface may be carried down-
wards by a large-scale liquid flow in the glass.
Chemical engineer John Smith of the
University Surrey agrees. “The buyonancy
forces within the bubble cloud will induce a

circulation, up in the centre and down at the
walls.” What's more, he claims that the down-
ward flow at the walls should be fast enough to drag the
bubbles down with it. .
So, in principle, bubbles can travel downwards m_ a
glass. But is this what happens in a pint of Guiness? Not
everyonw things so. One set of diving-bubble doubters,

ist Ri v ‘s oroup at'S iversity,
chemist Richard Zare and his group at Stnford University
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account for the waves, but it doesmy -

This may
jown the ultimate question: do the bubbles desceny. =
Ld[ vt they? “This is 4 very profound question says Coq
“'L.[.__‘mm‘ an expert in two-phase flow fnm& the Technign -
[srael, “which cannot be answered \"’lm‘_mi a oy More
details.” SO 1t looks as if \.”U‘“ have to decide for YOursed
this Christmas. Forget those last-minute gifts, and e

Hetsroni's advice, “Go have another beer” He adds jug
L‘ - o al

one stipulation: “Make all your observations on the firt

glass only.”
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for that certaln

Occasiorn

Patrick Street & Crescent Shopping Centre, Limerick
and O'Connell Mall, Clonmel
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A Sma]l . Uestlon Ot Pay stipend 1s paid. but fm t 4 years which the PhD & Hu—:
postgraduate research students inhabit the no-man land C©XPected and permitied to take because of the teaching

petween the realm of the student and that of the lectyr-  duties.)

er. enjoying all the benefits of student life (barring the Another major problem of concemn to postgraduates, 18

long vacations) but also considered to have sufficient Payment for correction of laboratory reporis etc.

experience 1O hU_ able to teach undergraduates the Lectures receive payment for correction, but not all pass

knowledge and skills of their discipline. on this to the P('-'Sl;.:.radh who put a lot of time and effort

Iike more senior m.cmbcrs of }he academic community, into correcting rcr;ons:‘as‘siunmcnlh etc. Some lectures mw et
they are .c:lughl up in the tension between the demands pay quite Wcub when 01]1;:};[,.‘1\. nothing. This particular§l - :

of teaching and .lhc m:f:‘d to produce results in their issue leads to a lot of disc.(mlc‘nl as on:: can imagine. he AlIB/Guinness P ostgrad
research; but unlike staff cqnlracled to undertake both Another point of interest for posigraduales s that UK Charity Ball
teaching and rCSt,dl?Ch. the raison d'etre of a typical post- postgrads engaged on teaching duties have the right of ‘l’cs. t\ﬂkl‘ﬁ its that time of the year
graduate research student is to produce a solid piece of free membership to the pringipal unions representingfg?s' with the annual PSA Postgrad
research - the dreaded thesis - and preferably within the academic and academic-related staff - (AUT and Ball just arround the comer. This
year the major change is the venue

short time of three years. ‘ NATFHE) Is this a area that Irish postgraduates should

Many students, especially in the sciences, are internally be looking into 72?2 We're going into the Banner county,

funded, basic stipends are currently around £4,800 p.a. The PSA is presently running a campaign on the fol- resting at the Fitzpatrick Shamrock

with the students expected to teach for up to up to six lowing issues:- Hotel in Bunratty. As usual the

hours a week. Of course this six hours, increases when a) for a increase in the inadequate level of stipend fo evening kicks off on campus wath a

one includes time taken for preparation of tutorials / lab-  those with internal funding and wine reception and a few pints of Sir
b) a level of basic income for those without internalfArthurs finest. Then its off 1o work

we go to Bunratty to get the formali-
ties out of the way.. The meal will be
followed by a step back in time wath

the one and only Alvin Purple
Experience and disco. Who kKnows
we might even attempt 1© storm the
castle!! After much deliberation it
was decided by the exec. To keep
tickets prices at last years level of
£20 (25.39 euros). Tickets will be on
sale Tues 26th Jan for one day only
and then in week 1 semester 2.

oratories. This often means in excess of eight hours
work. This rate of pay is inadequate for even a basic funding
standard of living, especially when one considers that ¢) Fair contracts for postgraduates, which should stipu-
postgraduate student has very often to pay for a late the actual total number of hours expected, including

. printing, photo- preparation and marking. If that total exceeds 180 hours
copying, travel etc. per year, the contract should be longer than 2/3 years, to
Other students for example most humanities postgrads, allow for the additional research time needed to com-
in an even worse situation with no basic stipend plete a Masters/PhD-ie.it effectively becomes part-time.
relying on a tutorial here and there during term, withno d) Postgraduate studentships should include arrange-
income in non-term time. ments to ensure that students have opportunities to

In the United Kingdom the norm is for a student to be attend and present their work at conferences.

funded by a Research Council, the R.C. stipend is cur- A postgrad meeting will be held during the three week

rently pegged at stg. £5, 300. In addition to this the stu- undergraduate recess to discuss this important and at

dent can do up to 6 hours a week paid work for the this time very pertinent issue.

ities e.g. Bath have a post- Niall Dunphy .
ly the basic rese UL PSA President W

the
large proportion of their expenses ..

arc
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SANTA VISITS CORPUS CHRISTI SCHOOL

Outreach Society ﬁfM

on with the Limenck Education

advised we leave before we created absolute pandemonium.

Exhausted and hungry, but happy Santa and his helpers and the folk group returned to U.L. The kids had a £F

day, the best ever and they loved Santa!!!.

So a big thank you to all who helped make this a special day for the kidds, those who collected money.
donated money and toys, the students who took the time to visit the school on 16th December. A
were brilliant - thank you and without Santa this could never have happened - So Santa thank you an
that you can have a rest after all that hard work over Christmas. Thanks to the staff at Corpus C
their warm welcome and for asking us to cause complete chaos in Moyross on that particular Christmas

It was a cold December morning and Santa with Rudolph and his helpers loaded Santa’s sleigh an
scl_mol'_ on the far side of Limerick City to visit 270 excited kids.
This visit was a great success and the little faces lit up at the thought of having a ¢
and the atmosphere all over the school was beyond anyones imagination.
While Santa patiently listened to the requests of all the kids (each child also received a S
baloon). Santas helpers and the folk group were busy entertaining the other classes. The classroom 5
warm and cheery and the friendly staff helped make the visit an even bigger success. From classroom g
the h'f_IPCl'S bounced singing songs and playing games (Santas helpers had a great time).
Our visit lasted from about 10am to 2pm in the afternoon and the excitement in the school was sO

TWO DAYS NOT TO WORRY
There are two days in every month,

About which we should not worry,
Two days which should be kept free from fear and aprehen-

One of these days is yesterday with all its mistakes and
cares,

Its faults and blunders, its aches and pains.

Yesterday has passed forever beyond our control.

All the money in the world cannot bring back yesterday.
We cannot erase a single word.

Yesterday is gone.

The other day we should not worry about is tommorrow,
With its possible adversities, its burdens, its large promise
and poor performance.

Tommorrow is also beyond our immediate control.
Tommorrow's sun will rise, either in splendour or

Behind a mass of clouds. but it will rise.
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Limerick Education Initiative

i 1S project
Thanks to those who have volunteered their names forhthts ti d] 5
enl
which is to begin in Semester 2. Please conftact the §

Monday of week 1 for details of meetings and the exact format the
project is going to take.

For those of you who do not know
group of UL students providing homew
and societies afternoon one day a week in St. Endas Community
School, Kilmallock Road, Limerick. This is a well deserved and wor-
thy cause and the students here at the University of Limerick have

so much to offer younger people in our local area. 1f anyoneis stil

what this is about it involves a
ork classes and also clubs
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There are two days in every month,

About which we should not worry

Two days which should be kept free from fear and aprehen

- —
— ey sHon
— - One of these days is vesterday with all its mistakes and
D ——— Cares,
e e Its faults and blunders, its aches and pains
. Yesterday has passed forever bevond our control
——— All the money in the world cannot bring back vesterday
— 5
el We cannot erase a single word.
w ‘i-t‘:-ilt"rt.‘f.l_\' Is gone
= The other day we should not worry about is tommorrow,
— fWith its possible adversities, its burdens, its large promise
— |
=== and poor performance.
— I Tommorrow is also beyond our immediate control.
= f Tommorrow's sun will rise, either in splendour or
- Behind a mass of clouds, but it will rise,
= {Until it does we have no stake in tommorrow for it is vet

junborn.

[This leaves today:
Any man can fight the battles of just one day.
{It's only when you add
The burdens of those two awful eternity’'s -
lvesterday and tomorrow - that we break down.
It is not the experience of today drives men mad,
It's the remorse and bitterness
JOf something which happened yesterday
JAnd the dread of what tommorrow will bring.
us therefore, live one day at a time.
I ook well into this one day for it and it alone, is life.
IIn the brief course of this one day lie all the verities,
IAll the realities of your existence - the joy of living,
splendour of beauty, the glory of action.
|Yesterday is but a dream of happiness and
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Tara in the Students’ Union.

SUMMER WORK

UROPE, INDIA,
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON SUMMER WORK 1% E! TUDENT UNION.

FRANCE - PLEASE CONTACT THE S

POSTER DESIGN COMPETITION

i of
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UKRAINE, RUSSIA AND

an information campaign 1o

LIMERICK FAMILY PLANNING CLINIC

27 MALLOW STREET, LIMERICK.
TEL. 061 - 312026. ‘
-Open Daily for supplies and informatic.m on contracepuon.
-Cancer screening service including smear tesing
“Medical clinics by appointment for all me?thods
of contraception and ‘morning after’ pill.
nformation, advice and testing for STD's.
On the spot pregnancy test.
Non directive counselling.

and breast examination.




Football

A very Happy New Year to all involved in the UL GFC . .
has paast us now and at time like this we can S G’?\):etchc 1998 |
cesses and failures of the year gone by. ut our suc-

The highlight of the year was our victory in the Limerick Ch
and our subsequent run in the Munster Championship. Winni
championship medal is a dream shared by many footballers
" o different. The media rounded squarely against us in the

final as did a member of the UL student community - we know whe
live!l but it was extrordinary that not a wrod was spoken until thft::u |
arose that we were close to winning the competition - beware the gree: ‘
eyed monster - envy is an awful thing, artin.
Ouwr freshers both this year and last years are keeping up the strong UL |
Gaelic Football tradition of mixing football, drink and romance without
them hurting their studies, of course some of the lads enjoy it so much they
go back for seconds. Our two fresher teams once again outshone them-
selves in qualifying for the knock out stages of their repective leagues. If
we could only bottle the character shown by the Freshers against UCC
outside in Mungret and give it out to all our players we'd have some team
- the commitment and bottle shown was a tonic to all at the game and
sets them up nicely as group winners.

ampionship
Ng a county |
and ours are
Munster semi- |

The seniors have had a poor league campaign, which in redlity was
expected as players were rested due to Munster commitments. However,
we've had the kindest Sigerson draw in years v's St. Marys, Belfast. The

last time we played them in the Sigerson Peig was on the team - it just
shows how far the club has come. Jokes aside we've a great chance of
qualifying for the Sigerson weekend - something that you'll remember for
the rest of your days - just ask Peig, Sally, Haulie, Chris, Don and Damien.
Be warned however, if you want to play Sigerson then you have fo train

for Sigerson - believe me those early 8.00ams will be worth .

r
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Hurlin

Hurling Club would like to wish all its members and supnort-
ers a very Happy New Year. We hope you dll had a very enjoyable breck | hope you
all drank loads of MURPHY’s and HEINEKEN - our sponsors in case you don't know.

At the moment everyone should be studying hard except of course for the teachers and
the Clare hurler.

The Fitzgibbon draw has been very kind to us this year. We're playing Maynooth,

away, in the preliminary round - Saturday January 30th . If we survive that dangerous

task we will have an invigorating tie against the Guards in Templemore - on the
Wednesday after the Maynooth game. Nobody needs reminding what the Guards did

to us last year. But I'm going to anyway. In front of a home crowd of well over 2000
people the Guards defeated a "star studded” UL outfit who were tipped to win the com-
petition. The Guards, it was said should have been beaten a score a man. They won by
three points. The referee, the manager and the wind were all blamed. However, it was-

n't their fault. There are a lot of players whose reputations are on the line this year. So

if any of you guys would fancy a crack at the Guards, and would like 1o give your
careers a boost, then Maynooth awaits.

The Seniors played Athenry during the Christmas break and won on a scoreline of 1-19

to 2-14. A mundane affair with no fights or off-the-ball incidents and no-one got belt-
ed across the head with a hurley by the Athenry corner forward, who plays for UCG
(who are on our side of the draw in the Fitz - you'd never know, sunshine). A fine sport-
ing game depending on your definition of sport. The Freshers are in action at the end of
the month in their respective competitions. More on that in the next edition.

Thanks to everyone who supported the club in their recent fundraising. It has been very
successful. Once again thanks to LENMAC for their continued support. That's all for
now people. Again best of luck in theexams.

Gossip: Tackleberry was nearly assualted over the Christmas by someone from seventh
heaven. NM was up to his usual tricks in Monaleen. There is now a Galway cartel in UL,
so be careful. We'll be hearing a lot about a certain Clare midfielder in the future. The

quote of the year so far and it’s not mine; "Here's hoping UL beat the tar out of Henry "
Karl Quinn

The University of Limerick

pee s o © - [N
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for the dedication they showed |

gratitivde the club owes to one Dave |

52 ; By words and deeds he instilled a sense i
of professionalism and camerarderie seldom seen at university level. He

made training enjoyable and his pep talks ha
the phenomenon that is Dave Mahedy.
Now let’s forget about the past and con
Sup to Ul for the first time and
a tour to Henry's Balgally!!

Mike O’Conné'lPs -
Dress Hire

.

Student Discount
Dress Suits £12

9 Catherine Street,
ILimerick.

centrate on bringing the Sigerson
You never know we might even bring it on
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successful. Once again thanks to LENMAC for their continued suooort. That's oll for
now people. Again best of luck in theexaoms.
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KAYAK CLUB

Contrary to the last article in An Focal it is not all scandal in
the Kayak Club. Wednesday, week 8 saw 2 | beginners passing their
Basic Kayak Proficiency Certificates along with 6 others g;ettlng
Introductory Cert’s, Congratulations to everyone. There is also a
Long Distance Training class on the Shannon at the painful hour of
7:45am every Thursday for the tougher members and the Munster

Canoe Polo League is being held on Friday nights in the pool.
The weekend of week 8 saw us going to Rossbeigh, a village

by the mountains at the sea in Kerry. We left the University on
Friday evening and finally arrived to the two houses we had rent-

ed for the occasion, deposited our bags and as usual headed
straight for the pub. All was quiet on the street and then you
entered the pub where the noise hit you - we were not the only

club there as UCG, UCC and CIT had about |70 kayakers
between them there for the weekend. The night continued in the
usual manner. Noelle and Mel got so hot together at the bar, UCG

had to throw ice cubes at them - and that didn't even work. But
then Andy solved the problem by taking Noelle away. Eamonn
was kept awake all night - no, actually not by Fiona Mc but by Philip

and Cora who were in the same room...

We made it up on Saturday morning and set off down the

River Caragh. The 'Graveyard' section of the river, aptly named, Ie@l
to a few spills and swimmers and cuts and bruises. Cathal Ferris
swim can't be forgotten! We all made it safely down, thanks to
several nice rescues by the Senior paddlers. Two groups went
down so some people made it down twice. Then it was back to
Rossbeigh to do a bit of surfing, or start drinking as a couple of
people did. Sean Mc joined the UCC lads as they made their way
through 25 litres of “Jungle Juice” so Clare went to the
rescue. ..and they ended up fighting over the drink. For Thos:e who
still don't know - Jungle Juice is a very potent mixture of spirits that
“is 5000000 easy to drink!”, Even so we all made it to the pub,

”
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University of Limerick
Cycling Club

Universities Cycling Club is entering a

s, the - (24
As the new year dawn ear was a successful year for cyching in

new season of racing. Last y ‘
Ireland on the whole regardless of the eqdless drug a‘_“;‘ga:ons
made against the professional peloton while the tour visited our

shores. _
Ireland saw a new World Champion in the form of Mark Scanlon-

- clist from Sligo who really shone when ‘the chips
viesripsg?xv);\o?nng gin drenchedgValkenburg Holland. He s a good
friend of the Universitie’s Cycling Club and a true champion.

The University also performed well through out the year, com-
peting on a weekly basis throughout lrelan.d aﬁnd getting several
top three placings including the mountain bike intervarsities which
were held in the Wicklow mountains. We also wish our past mem-
bers who continue to compete outside of the college at a high level
the very best of luck in the coming year, some of whom are now
competing abroad.

The club hopes provide a strong team for up coming road
Intervarsities which are scheduled to be hosted by the Institute of
Technology Waterford. Training therefore is starting to intensify
with Saturday and Sunday spins still left for long endurance rides.

David Kelly

The International Society
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River Caragh, The 'Graveyard

section of the rivern aptly named, led
to a few spills and swimmers and cuts and bruises Cathal Ferms
swWim can't be forgotten! We all made it safely down, thanks i«
several nice rescues by the Senior paddiers Two groups went
down so some people made it down twice. Then it was back 10

Rossbeigh to do a bit of surfing, or start dnnking as a couple of
people did. Sean Mc joined the UCC lads as they made their way
through 25 litres of “Jungle Juice” so Clare went to the
rescue...and they ended up fighting over the drink. For those who
still don't know - Jungle Juice is a very potent mixture of spirits that
"is 000000 easy to drink!”. Even so we all made it to the pub,
and to the disco laid on for us. Mel moved in on Patricia - ice
cubes were needed again! All Paul’s hard instructing work paid off
in the end - Rachael was taught well. One poor girl is still in need
of psychiatric help after seeing |P Bourke (4th yr Industrial
Chemist). Their is also a Long Distance Training class on the
Shannon at the painful hour of 7:45am every Thursday for the
tougher members.

Our latest weekend away was to Rossbeigh, in the midst of
the mountains by the sea in Kerry.We left the University on Friday
evening and finally arrived to the two houses we had rented for
the occasion, deposited the bags and as usual headed straight for

the pub. All was quiet on the street and then you entered the pub

o great noise - we were not the only club there as Ul - could we

have survived it? We'll soon know after the Intervarsities that will
include an Extreme White Water Race down the Flesk.
Wednesday, week 9 saw the club having a night out in
Kilmurry Lodge. Will anyone ever see a kayak attached to a night-
club ceiling again? We danced the night away, with a break every
now and then to watch the Kayak Rodeo video that was playing,
and for a few games on the dance floor. There were a few races
held where the contestants sat in a boat and had to race across
the floor using their hands (with some help from the on-lookers)
and secondly a few brave souls had to skull a pint that was poured
down the inside of a half paddle. A great night was had by all so
thanks a lot to the Lodge for having us.

The following weekend saw Sean Mc and Liz going to Cork
for the Captains and Safeties training weekend for the
Intervarsities. They made it down the Flesk on Saturday without
too much trouble and then attended the annual meeting to dis-

cuss the rules etc, for the ‘Varsities that will be held in February.

o L S g S o T T,

e coming year, some of whorm are now
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The International Society

A very big welcome back to all our members - | hope that you af}

have a great 1999. Our time as a group is almost over as loads-of our
members are returning home or going on CO-Op, Or €VEN goIng on
Erasmus themselves. By now you'll have heard that plans are under

way for our end-of-term party - venue yet to be conﬁrn_\ed. You

might also have heard that some of our members are getting togeth-

er to have a massive re-union of the society and former year's
International / Overseas societies somewhere in Europe next August

- a true UL on tour escapade.

Also it is imperative that all members, especially of the foreign per-
suasion get their home addresses, email addresses, telephone num-
bers and the like to Eamonn or JP for the Insternational Society
Booklet which will be published by the end of term. The closing date
for details are Friday, Week 14. You can email them to Eamonn at
eamonn.sayers@ul.ie He’s also looking for as many photographs as
possible which he will return to you within | day.

We’d like to thank you all for the great commitment and craic which
has made the International society the thriving society that it is today.
A special word of thanks to JP who’s heading off to London on co-
op and to Alan who’s off to Intel - your replacements have a hard act

to follow.
Finally just to wish you all the best of luck in the exams and here’s
to next term’s adventures in the International Society.



CASTLETROY COMETS
BASKETBALL CLUB

+ new club has been set up to cater for the youth ‘ |
i;“‘f Angley and a team of people from U.L E);Bbkclgt;](‘:?;lllf)u::;d
Newport Basketball Club.  Most of the players are from, the
Nilford Grange area. average age 15, they
Sunday mornings in the University of
b;l\-c- Mahedy and Ita Canning for giv

: train weekly on
{ Limerick (thanks to
) Ing the facilities). Th,
Stables Club. Kilmurry Lodge and Zac's have all agreed =
sponser the club. Hc‘lpmg with the club are Noreen O’Connell
(_L-’.L Sports Staff), Eimer Coyne (UL Basketball Club), Trudy

= N.C.E.F) and Roseata Murphy (S ' E
Glet‘;l%"e(imcrest in Basketnall ovcrrzﬁl }h( bl Club).

: as increased, with the
Men’s Super League being played most Sundays to a packed

Sports Hall in U.L, and now_with more coverage on Network 2
and TnaG. Itis hoped that this club will develop in line with the
new sports hall (with 4 Basketball courts) and have an outdoor
court soon!!

Collingwood ‘99

Week 1
Second semester
Jreland’s biggest soccor competition is being hosted
by UL mens soccer cluab.

T
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UL Sinn FEin

annual commemoration for volunteer Se-n Sabhat was held on Sunday the Sed
January last in Limerick city. Among the 160 strong crowd was a contingent of the sewiy
formed U.L Sinn FEin society who returned carly from the Christmas beeak and braved
the elements to remember the Limenck volunteer

Clir. Se-n MacManus gave the oration at the grave and descnbed how muach more chos
er we are to achieving the Republic that Sen Sabhat died trying © achacve. Fe also had
a message for David Thrimble & co. and the two governments, that is, W say there can
be no executive and no institutions before decommissioning, is NOT i the agreement

And if they do not set up the executive before the February deadline they nisk wreckme
the peace process.

It may interest people to know, (particularly those 400+ students who crammed them-
' selves into the Jean Monnet at the time of the threatened strike and heard our local Ganda
Superintendent say that on average ONE garda was in the Castletroy area every mght bat
he would increase that to at least four) that the Special branch saw fit 1o send TWELNE
unmarked cars and approx. 30 officers with their camcorders, cameras, and notEhocks.
to this commemoration. Officers of the special branch then harassed two members of
U.L.SF while on their way home. 1 find it interesting that the gardal can jastufy paymg
overtime to these officers so they could attend this event where there 1S DEVer any wou-
' ble and yet have difficulty sending officers into the Castletroy area 1o protect stedents
and residents.
On Wednesday the 9th of December approximately 150 students came w hsien © the
\ Sinn FEmpany chairperson Mitchal McLaughlin speak in the U miversity. Two members
of the special branch of the gardal were also in attendance (Who says you canil set 3 cop
out to Castletroy). Mitchal covered many aspects of the peace process s address ©
the student body and then held a question and answer session which proved 1o be very
informative. U.L Sinn FEin would like to thank Mitchal for taking the ume 1 VISt us,

Matches daily Mon-Fri, fixtures to be announced
(Penalty comps and spot prizes during games)
Support your college team!!!.

‘we would also like to thank Mike McKee, Shannon Town Comrmmm for clnmng
the meeting, and finally we would like to thank Limerick Sinn FEin, particularty Chiona

Quinlivan and Padraig Malone, for their support in setting up the University of Limenick

On behalf of ULSF
‘Muiris O Sullivan, PR.O
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Lo the technical loophole they have exploited in the Sony Playstation

Pirates Platform

Software pirates made a killing this Christmas, thanks
loped a £5 mic rochip which allows the playstation to run games on a cheap

computer games console. The pirates have deve
TR} s rrle P el ey
CD-ROM recorder. Normally the playstation will only work with discs pressed at Sony plants.
games onto blank CD-ROMS costing just £1 They then sell the games for about £10 by mail order, at
according to the crime unit co-ordinator at the European Leisure Software Publishers
3 e
ie

I'he pirates copy £40 ¢
weekends or simply tmm door to door,

Association (ELSPA).
Playstation disos are pressed only at Sony plants and look darker than an ordinary CD. This immediately identifies transpar-
But so that Playstations can recognise pirate discs, legitimate CD's also store a string of digi-

If a pirate makes a copy of the disc, the CD-

Cnt pressings as pirate ll‘j‘l[_\
tal zeros, which a player e Xpects (o see, even though it reads them as errors
the string is no longer intact and the Playstation will not play the disc.
over the intemet , allowing them to run pirated
=
®

ROM recorder tric
odificaton chips, dubbed

res o correct the emrors. s §
ISETS can now buy m : =« “modchips”,

soldered to the main circuit board. For those who do not want to carry out the

chipping services and some dealers will do it for £15, according to ELSPA,

But Playstation t
games. The chips carry four wires that must be
g themselves, magazine sm 1ds offer
The ¢ .FJZ_"\ averndes e plavers ermor-¢ heck ng process
I'h g the chips can claim that they are intended only to allow Playstation users to make back-up copies of their games
ervers warn that Playstation users will void any warranty by soldering iron
%
i

the onginals get damaged. Industry ob
could damage Ihr system irreparably

e piracy, ELSPA is set 1o receive a £200,000 cash injection from games software companies. To justify its!
call for ¢ d. ! ! ‘»P\ points to the fact that some 15 year olds in South Wales were recently caught copying playstation games

To he }7 i1

and selling them through local newspapers. Meanwhile, two men in Shrewsbury were found to have 1200 pirate CD’s and!
another man in Gwent was caught with 700. ELSPA says these discs would have lost the industry a total of £300 000. And
ames software piracy is not just limited to the Playstation market: for every three copied Playstation discs, ELSPA's officers

generally find discs containing PC software worth £500, SO Hljacked e o
Terry Anslow, ELSPA’s chief investigator, reckons that for every legitimate game sold, there are dozens of pirate copies, so it is safe
1o say that piracy costs the industry £3 billion per annum - three times the legitimate British games market value. Games software for the Nintendo 64 "ﬂﬁmam rival to the P\ays\amn,
is more difficult to pirate because its games come on ROM chip cartridges. _

' A Going




A Going Away Present

If you happen to find yourself on co-op in the land of opportunity next semester or if you're thinking of getting a 5y
§ for the summer, odds are that you'll soon tire of stacking chips the old fashioned way. You may be tempied 10 put Youe
' quality UL education to more direct use to earn some cash because the fact is that it's casy. All you need is a PC with 3
scanner and an inklet printer. The only problem is that it's easy to get caught, and the Treasuary Secretary Robent Rubin
and the top guns at the Counterfeit Division of the Secret Service are on a mission to lock up the new school counterfei-
~ crs, and throw away the key. 7 g
£ Three years ago, computer inkjet generated currency made up only one half of one percent °f‘ all counterfeits passed
~ in the US. That percentage increased to 43% in 1997 and was expected to increase even further in 9?“ “f“““" ﬂ\em
~ for maxing counterfeit currency are up to 15 years in jail and a maximum fine of $5000, it's becoming increasingly diffi- :
cult for the feds to catch counterfeiters because pretty much anyone with a decent home computer can reproduce an : -
- American bill. y : ’
ami Although it still takes money to make money - and most counterfeit currency is still produced using the old, Compli-
 cated offset printing process and counterfeiters have to make millions to turn a profit - these days, if you're stuck. youcod
- knock out a few bills on an as-needed basis - a few hundred for rent, $50 for a few beers. -
. But be warned because the feds aren't joking when it comes to the Benjemen Franklins. The $100, $50 and $20 have =
 recently been revamped and the Secret Service are pushing the US Sentencing Commission to update the federal guide- S
lines so that counterfeiters with even small denominations can do big time. So if you do get tempted and get busted, jusy =

- don't let your defence be "but I learned it in college, officer!!"

e T
[ =

’ PORTRATT. Placed off centre to avoid wear and tear on the image, the porirait on the 320, S3(
S Ncedless to say, the and $100 has been enlarged to include more detail, There are very fine concentric lines bordering

onginal article will the portrait which are difficult for most printers to pick up.

have some subtle dif-
ferences, that your
Hewlett-Packard just
refuses to pick up...

SECURITY THREAD
A synthetic fibre runs through the
paper vemically, from fop 1o bottom

1me

of the left hand side of the note. The R X - A Pt
MICROPRINTING Though invisible to mm,mmrum States of America” arc mscmlpnmtd\

numeric denomination is then micro-
printed on the thread, on the president’s collar, MiEroprining abpears st a thin line instéad of wouds 10 the naked cyc. Laser pr 55}
not sensitive enough to reproduce these extremely small fonts. -
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