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Collected Remarks is a Georgia Dressage and Com-
bined Training Association (GDCTA) publication. 
Subject matter published is the opinion of the author 
and does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
publisher of this newsletter. Professional advice should 
be obtained before making any decision in which a 
professional is readily available. Advertisers assume 
responsibility for the content of the ads placed in this 
publication. Material published may not be reproduced 
without the written permission of GDCTA.

The contents of this newsletter are provided for the 
members of the GDCTA as a courtesy only. No repre-
sentations are made as to the information presented, 
the quality of the goods or services advertised, or the 
veracity of the statements relating to the goods and 
services. The printing of opinions, information or 
advertisements does not constitute an endorsement by 
the Association of such opinions, information, goods, 
or services. 
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Celebrating 50 years! 
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Caren Caverly
President, GDCTA

ccaverly@comcast.net
770-713-4025

Caren

OUTSIDE THE SANDBOX

Stack up the bubbly because it's time to celebrate! Can you believe it? Our 50th Anniversary is just around the corner, 
and we're gearing up for an unforgettable occasion. Join us on August 10th at the Dog Days of Summer Dressage Show 
at Wills Park Equestrian Center in Alpharetta, Georgia for a fantastic party filled with camaraderie and excitement. 

The Dog Days of Summer Dressage Show isn't just about competition—it's a full weekend of fun on August 10th and 
11th at Wills Park Equestrian Center. Get ready for an exhilarating display of talent and passion! 

One of the highlights of our Saturday afternoon festivities is the Golden Elegance Design Award. Farm or other groups 
are invited to showcase their creativity by setting up themed tables adorned with exquisite decor and delightful hors 
d'oeuvres or desserts under the covered arena. It's a chance to shine and win a fabulous prize from our generous 
sponsor (details coming soon). Registration is free (register on the website https://gdcta.org/event-5425351), so don't 
miss out on this exciting opportunity! 

This show marks a special milestone as a USEF/USDF dressage show weekend at Wills Park Equestrian Center and 
celebrates 50 incredible years of GDCTA. Our members' dedication and achievements have fueled our growth, enabling 
us to offer diverse programs and events that cater to riders of all levels, from beginners to Olympians. Here's to many 
more years of success and community spirit! 

Join us in the competition! GDCTA is now using HorseShowOffice.com for convenient online entries, not just for this 
show, but for all future events. 

Sign up today to become a sponsor, vendor, or participant in the Golden Elegance Design Contest through our website. 

For advertising opportunities in the show program, contact June Brewer at yearbook@gdcta.org or purchase your ad 
directly here https://gdcta.org/event-5746943. 

To discuss sponsorship, reach out to Julie Shannon at 770-317-3336 or julie@shannondale.com. 

For vendor inquiries, contact Lacey Halstead at 404-590-1064 or wholehorsesaddlefit@gmail.com. 

And last but not least, we welcome volunteers to help us maintain the excellence of our shows. Reach out to Caren 
Caverly at 770-713-4025 or ccaverly@comcast.net to get involved. 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for event updates and join the celebration! 

Let's make our 50th Anniversary a memorable milestone together. See you at Wills Park! 

 

Dear Members:
Celebrating 50 years! 



Celebrating 50 years! 

1. EXPERT GUIDANCE: Our team specializes in 
the unique needs of the equestrian and canine 
community. We’ll collaborate closely with you, 
preserving 100% of your rights and royalties. 
Plus, we cater to all pet lovers, across all genres, 
passionate about their projects including 
children’s books.

2. TAILORED SOLUTIONS: Whether you’re a 
seasoned author or a first-time writer, we offer 
customized publishing solutions to match your 
goals and preferences.

Unlock the  
Power of  

Self-Publishing

FE AT URED BOOK  “What the Pet Food Industry Isn’t Telling You”

As a former competitor in Show Jumping and Dressage, with over 25 years in the 
equestrian world, and having dogs since I was a baby, I understand the bond between 
pets and their owners. My journey from competitive riding to becoming a certified 
raw dog food nutrition specialist, functional medicine practitioner, and educator led 
to uncovering the truth behind pet food. Available now on Amazon for just $4.99 for 
the eBook edition, and frequently offered for free to spread awareness far and wide. 
Offered anywhere books are sold nationally and internationally. Help me spread the 
word to reverse pain and illness in pets and prevent it before it happens.

Our comprehensive self-publishing management services are tailored  
specifically for equine and canine enthusiasts like you.

Passionate about 
horses or dogs? 

Ready to share your story? 
Look no further! 

3. MAXIMUM EXPOSURE: With a fervent passion for 
pet wellness and global author support, we utilize top 
aggregators like KDP and Ingram Spark to amplify 
your book’s impact across formats—eBook, print, or 
audiobook.

4. NO MESSY CONTRACTS: We offer service 
agreements, so you are clear about what you are 
getting and offer a free call to create a customized 
proposal based on your needs and goal. Transparency 
is crucial in this industry, and I should know, as I got 
taken advantage of with my first book, and that is why 
authors are especially interested in joining our family of 
award-winning authors!

Why Choose Us?

PAR TNER WITH US “Do you have a platform dedicated to pet wellness?

Do you have a platform dedicated to pet wellness? Let’s collaborate to spread  
the word about this essential book and revolutionize pet care worldwide.  
Together, we’ll ensure pets live long, healthy, and happy lives.

Visit Riley-Infinity.com to schedule a call or email us today.  
Let’s create your publishing imprint and share your story with the world!

Riley-Infinity &  
Lemniscate-Infinity Press

stephanie@riley-infinity.com

630-779-6228
riley-infinity.com 6



Celebrating 50 years! 
The Georgia Dressage & Combined Training Association (GDCTA) is committed to advancing the equestrian 
sports of dressage and eventing through member education and organizing shows to help members achieve 
their goals.

As one of the most vibrant equestrian organizations in Georgia, GDCTA offers a year-round schedule of events. 
Nearly every weekend, GDCTA provides educational opportunities, organizational assistance, and volunteer 
support, encouraging new organizers and riders while cheering on advanced competitors.

History and Origins
The GDCTA traces its roots back to 1974 when a group of dressage enthusiasts in metro Atlanta formed the 
Greater Atlanta Dressage Association (GADA) to promote dressage in Georgia. The first nationally recognized 
dressage competition, the Greater Atlanta Dressage Southern, was held in April 1974 at a farm north of 
Atlanta. The judge for this event was Robert Dover, who later represented the United States in dressage at 
multiple Olympic Games.

In 1976, the GADA newsletter began featuring a list of Honored Members. Notably, three GADA riders received 
national awards from the US Dressage Federation:
 •Elizabeth Lewis and her mare Ludmilla placed 6th in international-level competition.
 •Laura Wharton and her mare Country Road received the USDF’s Bronze Medal for their high-scoring       
               performances from first through third levels, ranking 8th in the nation at the first level.
 •Robert Dover placed 7th among fourth-level riders on his horse Jonathan L Seawull and was expected
               to ride in Europe.

To address the growing statewide interest in combined training and eventing, GADA voted in 1984 to expand 
its focus to include these disciplines.

The remarkable achievements GDCTA members highlight the dedication and passion our members have to ad-
vance their skills and contribute to the equestrian community. As a result, GDCTA continues to thrive, offering 
a wide range of programs and events that cater to riders of all levels, from beginners to Olympians.

Since she was originally an eventer, a long time ago, 
Mary Fowler was the person who named the Great-
er Atlanta Dressage Association to Georgia Dressage 
and Combined Training Association. 

Memories from Mary Fowler: "GADA was a dressage 
group, meeting at Mary Lewis's house on High Point 
Rd in Atlanta. Laura Wharton and her dad were al-
ways there. Bonnie Mays was the treasurer doing a 
very good job. Very little funds. Some meetings were 
held at Anne Genovese's house. Once we became 
involved, GDCTA held an Adult Camp down at Big 
Bear Farm. Housing and feeding campers in the cab-
ins at Callaway Gardens. We held GDCTA recognized 
shows to cut costs for competitors. Tried very hard to 
bring and enlist volunteers to grow the club. GDCTA 
had one AHSA (now USEF) show a year. One year, 
Bill Fowler had to put the upfront show costs on his 
personal credit card! So often when volunteers found 
it was real work, they disappeared. I cooked for the 
camp for that reason. GDCTA eventually became 
financially stable. We added “Kudzu Klinics” with 
volunteer instructors. I could go on and on!"

7



Celebrating 50 years! Celebrating 50 years! Celebrating 50 years! 
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Dog Days of Summer Dressage 
August 10–11, 2024 @ Wills Park 11915 Wills Rd, Alpharetta, GA 30009  
 
This new show for GDCTA is a USEF/USDF dressage show at Wills Park and this year it’s 50thAnniversary of GDCTA being 
a Group Member Organization (GMO) of USDF celebration. 
 
So, we are looking for volunteers to be part of the committee and to work during this show (and the others, too, of 
course!), specifically we could use a Hospitality Host to help during this show. 

        Volunteer at a Dressage Show: Be Part of the Equestrian Community!         

Are you passionate about horses and want to contribute to the exciting world of horse shows? Look no further! 
Volunteering at a horse show is a rewarding experience that allows you to be part of the action while supporting the 
equestrian community. Join us in making horse shows memorable and enjoyable for all. 
 
Ready to saddle up and volunteer?      Contact Caren Caverly to get set up. 
 
For sponsorship and vendors 
Anyone interested in participating in the celebration as a sponsor or vendor, please contact Julie Shannon 
julie@shannondale.com. 
 
For entry, volunteers, and advertisers 
Caren Caverly 
ccaverly@comcast.net 
770-713-4025 
 
Enter online:  horseshowoffice.com 
Details: https://gdcta.wildapricot.org/event-5425351  
 



Celebrating 50 years! 
Celebrating a 50th anniversary is a special occasion, and creating a mem-
orable and fitting event for GDCTA members is essential. Join us at the 
Dog Days of Summer Dressage Show August 10-11 at Wills Park Equestri-
an Center in Alpharetta, GA.

This weekend will include:

Dressage, Dinner and Décor! 

• Dressage is self-explanatory – we will see competitors of all levels 

• Dinner will be Saturday evening party celebrating comradery and 
GDCTA’s 50th Anniversary. All are welcome! Tickets are $25 and com-
petitors will receive two in their entry packet. Tickets can be purchased 
online through August 8 at https://gdcta.wildapricot.org/event-5425351. 
After August 8, you can buy tickets at the show grounds.

• Décor is a big part of our Saturday evening Farm Festivities. 
Farms/Groups are invited to compete for the Golden Elegance [best 
table - combining food and decor] Design Award! On Saturday afternoon, 
the registered groups will bring a table, set it up with designer flare and 
include either hors d'oeuvres or desserts all under the covered arena. 
The judges will vote and the winner will receive a PRIZE from SPONSOR 
[it’s in the works]. Registration is free. Register online: https://gdcta.
wildapricot.org/event-5425351

Contestants, Remember to personalize the decorations to reflect the 
spirit of the Dog Days of Summer Dressage show and the joy of reaching 
this significant milestone. 

Questions? Lindsey Burns 208-861-2996 / redheadlins@gmail.com

Celebrating 50 years! 

9



10

Celebrating 50 years! 

Our 50th Anniversary is here, and we're celebrating!   

Join us for the party August 10th 

Dog Days of Summer Dressage Show 
Wills Park Equestrian Center, Alpharetta, Georgia

 

GDCTA.org 
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GDCTA Board 2024
OFFICERS

                                               President: Caren Caverly
                                         VP Dressage: Abigail Kroupa
                                          VP Eventing: Joanne Morse
                                              Treasurer: Peter West
               Corresponding Secretary: Carol Tresan
                         Recording Secretary: Ashley Boyd

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Lindsey Burns
Lacey Halstead

Liz Molloy
Janie Pride

Danielle Perry
Julie Shannon

YOUTH MEMBERS
TBA

The 2024 Board was seated at the 
January 15th meeting

GDCTA BUSINESS
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Newsletter Submission 
Guidelines

   Collected Remarks is the official publication of the 
   Georgia Dressage and Combined Training Association, 
Inc. 
   (GDCTA), a non-profit, exempt corporation organized 
   under Section 501© (3). It is the monthly newsletter 
   designed to inform, educate and entertain the 
   membership. The Editors encourage members to submit 
   original advertising, articles, photographs, and artwork 
   for possible publication. The editors of ‘Collected 
   Remarks’ reserve the right to reject any advertising or 
   article deemed to be unsuitable for this newsletter. 

   • Editorial contributions of 600 words or less 
      (accompanied by photos with permission to publish, if 
      applicable) are welcomed although publication cannot 
      be guaranteed.
   • GDCTA is not responsible for the opinions and 
      statements expressed in signed articles or paid 
      advertisements. 

   GDCTA Collected Remarks welcomes submissions of 
   quality color dressage and sport-horse photographs. All 
   mounted riders must be wearing appropriate headgear 
   (a safety helmet, a derby, or a top hat). Photos must 
   be accompanied by complete captions, including the full 
   names of all subjects. 

   For print, only high resolution (300dpi) Jpeg or PDF files 
   will be accepted. 

   Please submit electronically to 
designonpenny@yahoo.com and webmaster@gdcta.org.

Committees 2024 

 

1) Nominating – 2 Non outgoing board members. 
2) Grievance – 2 VP’s and only if there is a complaint. 
3) Finance  

a. Chair – Peter West 
b. Sponsorship – Caren Caverly 

4) Awards -  
a. Grants –Janie Pride 

5) Award Banquet - 
a.  Chair – Caren Caverly 
b.  Silent Auction – Joanne Morse, Abi Kroupa & Lacey Halstead 
c.  Barn Raffle – Julie Shannon & Katie Patton 

6) Education –  
a. Chair – Julie Shannon 
b. Clinics – Caren Caverly, Joanne Morse, Abi Kroupa 
c. Kudzu – Danielle Perry & Lacey Halstead 
d. L Program – Marian Bickers 

7) Youth -  
a.  Chair – Joanne Morse, Abigail Kroupa 
b.  Schooling or Grassroots – Open 
c.  Recognized – Liz Molloy, Janie Pride 
d.    Collegiate – Amanda Garner 

       8) Communication -  

a. Chair – Joanne Morse 
b. Yearbook – Penny Morse, June Brewer 
c. Newsletter – Penny Morse, June Brewer 
d. Website – June Brewer 
e. Social Media – June Brewer, Abigail Kroupa 
f. Membership – Mary Lou Freil 

9) Show – 
a. Chair – Julie Shannon 
b. Recognized – Caren Caverly 
c. Schooling – Caren Caverly 

1 Horse Show Recognition – Carol Tresan 
d. Volunteer Coordinator – Open 
e. 50th Anniversary - Open 

GDCTA BUSINESS
Committees 2024
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Abby Cameron Taylor 
Abbey Dondanville 
Abigail Puthoff 
Amanda Moretz Bodywork 
Amber Cavalier Splier 
Amy Hoffield 
Andrea Krakovsky 
Annie's Equestrian Apparel 
Ashley Marascalco 
Atlanta Marriott Alpharetta 
Atlanta Saddlery 
Atlanta Youth Dressage Challenge 
Autumn Lewis 
Barbara Johnson 
Becky Aukamp 
Bella Medspa - Alethea Tinkle 
Brad Thatcher 
Caitlyn Brennan 
Cara McNamee, DVM 
Cardinal Crest Farm –  
Chandilyn Wicker 
Caren Caverly 
Carolyn Rice 
Caryl Berzack 
Celeste Barnes 
Chanda Smith 
Charlotte Detienne Photography 
Cherokee Feed and Seed 
Cheryl Williams 
Chip Caverly 
Christi Meyers 
Christine Murray, DVM 
Cindy Thaxton 
CornerStone Equestrian 

Courtney Cook 
Courtney Hildebrant 
Cora Williamson 
Crockett Miller 
CU at X Tack 
David Erdek Photography 
Dawn Johnson 
Debbie Eubanks 
Deniro Boots 
Devon Fowler 
Diana Hollis 
Diana Salzmann 
Dolly Woodruff Kennedy 
EasyCare, Inc. 

Eliot Axt 
Elizabeth Samoluk Fine Art LLC 
Elizabeth Vaughn 
Elleene Morgan 
Equus Optimus Training Center 
Erudite Equestrian - Abi Kroupa 
Evelyn Dampier 
Everleigh Dubois 
FarmVet 
FCA Equestrian 
Fernwood Investment Management 
Finish Line Horse Products 
Foxberry Farm 

Free Form Farm 
Frog Catcher Farm 

Georgia Sport Horses 
Gillespie's Peanuts - Nancy Roger 
Glenn Mitchell 
Go With It Farm 

Golden Shield Business Brokers 

Great American Insurance Group 
GumBits 
Harmony Grove Farm 
Harmony Saddle Fitting - Nancy Bardy 
HGF Equestrian 
High Point Farm 
High Time Photography 
Holland Portraits 
Horse&Country TV 

Janie Pride 
Jennifer Melcher, DVM 
Julie Ballard Haralson 
Julie Norman 
June Brewer 
K & L Ribbons 
Karen Lipp 

Katharine McQueen 
Katherine Wallace 
Kathy Gilker 
Kayce Redmond 
Kelli Agnew 
Kelly Herd Jewelry 
Kelly Karson 
Kelsey Abbott 
Kim Keffer 
Kimberly Schisler Sosebee 
Kris Pinto 
Kroupa Team Real Estate 

La Quinta - Conyers 
Lacey Halstead 
Laura Casey 
Leah Marks 
Leigh Kent-Scherzer 
Leila Saxe 
Liberty Acres Dressage LLC 
Linda Light 
Linden Gaspar 
Lisa & John Seger 
Lisa Seger Insurance 
Liz Molloy 
Lori Berger 
Lou Roth 
Lucy Calhoun 
Luther Ranch 
Malin Eriksson 
MangoBay Design 
Mare Modern Goods 
Market Street Promotions 
Martine Duff 
Mary Lou Freil 
Meg McGuire Photography 
Megan Godley 
Melody Moore Jackson 
Michelle Klymko & Whiskey 
Mirrors for Training USA 

Molly Shewmaker 
Mrs. Pastures Cookies 
Nancy Ginn 
Nancy Thrasher 
Nancy Wurtz 
Nutrena 
Olivia Garner 
Optimus Equine Feed 
Pagan Gilman - LSI 
Pat Borders 
Patricia Powell 
Poplar Place Farm 
Reagan Tibbitts 
Renee Miller 
Richard Cohn 
Richard's Equine Videos 

Riding Warehouse 

River Mist Equestrian LLC 
Robin Puryear 
Sandra Almond 
Sandra Carnet 

GDCTA BUSINESS
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Thank you for your generous gifts! 

Before we list the GDCTA GOATs, we must clarify who those GOATs are.  The GOATS are the benefactors, donors, and sponsors of this organization.

Donors 
Kelsey Abbott
Molly Adams
Sandra Almond
Becky Aukamp
Eliot Axt
Celeste Barnes
Meghan Cameron
Jamie Comstock
Ains Cushion
Susan Day
Terre Davies
Debbie Eubanks
Robin Felton
Kathy Gilker
Carol Glover
Tamara Gomez
Stephanie E. Grisham
Amy Hoffield
Anna Howell
Michele Jester
Dawn Johnson
Betsy Kaywood
Kim Keffer
Andie Krakovsky
Anabelle Kurtz
Lois Lassiter
Mia Lecca
Sydney Lee
Linda Light
Susanne Lauda
Betty Lynch
Crockett Miller
Irene Minney
Brie Murray
Chantelle Noble
Tammy Pearson
Kris Pinto
Patricia Powell
Janie Pride
Robin Puryear
Carolyn Rice
Lou Roth
Elin Sebert

Sponsors
Lisa Seger Insurance
Riding Warehouse
Wilsun Custom Horse Products

Awards Gala
SILENT AUCTION
DONORS
Alpharetta Wellness Collective / Sarah Druckman
Andrea Shuck, Thompson and Associates Equine Medical 
                                                                                       Associates
Atlanta Marriott Alpharetta
Atlanta Saddlery 
Atlanta Youth Dressage Challenge
Beauty Skin Laser
Bella MedSpa
Bev Hear
Bradford Renaissance Portraits
Brittany Purcell
Calisto’s Cookies
Caren Caverly
Charlotte Detienne
Chick-fil-A
Christine Murray, Thompson and Associates Equine 
                                                                        Medical Associates
Code V Performance
Courtney Bryson
CrossRail Apparel and Tack
Danielle Perry
David Erdek Portrait Photography
Debra Cohen
Denise Garlinghouse
Dover Saddlery
Dr. Patricia Seebach
Eye-On-Images
Finish Line Horse Products
Five Star Chiropractic
Flourish Equine Bodywork - Jennifer Thompson
Friends of GDCTA

Donors 
Sara Serban
Vrginia Slawinski
Marline Syribeys
Karolyn Wangstad
Dorothy Whelchel
Virginia Woodcock
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Thank you for your generous gifts! 

Before we list the GDCTA GOATs, we must clarify who those GOATs are.  The GOATS are the benefactors, donors, and sponsors of this organization.
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GOAT—Greatest Of All Time

GDCTA
Ginger Gilmore
Harmany Saddle Fitting / Nancy Bardy
Holland Portraits
In Memory of Liz Faso
Inspired By A Dream
Inspired Riding / Beth Parrish
James Burtwell
Janie Pride
Jennifer Melcher, Thompson and Associates Equine Medical 
Associates
Julie Cochran Dressage
June Brewer
K Williams Photography
Karen McGoldrick
Karen West
Katie Erpel Dressage
Kroupa Team Real Estate
LeMieux
Lisa Dolny Photography
Lisa Seger Insurance
LUXE Painted Portraits, LLC
Lynda Sanford
Mags Mobile Tack
Mare Goods
Marriott Bonvoy
NM Dressage
Osborne Dressage
Peggy Miles
REDINGOTE
Revelation Farm
Richard's Equine Video
Riding Warehouse
Signal-Health LLC
Silver Lining Stables
Silver Spurs Stable
Sugar Magnolia Lipizzans
Susan Easton Burns
Tammy Pearson
Taramia Pony Club
Team Tate Academy
The Dressage Foundation
The Mane Monogram
The Riding School
The Snooty Fox

BARN BASKET RAFFLE
DONORS
Cornerstone Equestrian
Foxberry Farm Money Tree
Frogcatcher Farm - Basket Fit for a Queen
Harmony Grove Farm
Julie Cochran Dressage - Wine, Women, and Whinnies
Noble Steeds
Peace of Heaven Farm
Post Oak Farm
River Mist Equestrian
Taramia Riding Academy
Team Ghost
Three Thoroughbred Farms
Williamson Farrier and Forge & Amber LoPresti Equestrian

GDCTA BUSINESS

The Woodcock Family
Tough 1
Triple Crown Feed
UGA
Unlimited Dressage
USDF
Wholehorse Saddle Fitting / Lacey Halstead
Wildhorse Tack & Feed
Wilsun Custom Horse Products
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GDCTA aspires to give members a sense of community
by developing relationships that enhance greater awareness,
understanding, and appreciation for dressage and eventing.

PROGRAMS

STRONG COMMUNITY &
RELATIONSHIPS

01GDCTA programs are offered to help riders across the 
membership reach their goals and realize their dreams 
through rider education, camaraderie, scholarships/grants, awards (so
many awards!), USDF group membership, and events – clinics, camps,
symposiums, competitions - as well as youth-focused activities.

MEMBERSHIP
Membership is open to all levels of riders and all 
breeds of horses, including Junior/YR, Adult Amateurs, 
and Professionals. Even a few Olympians are among our ranks!

OPPORTUNITIES

GDCTA cultivates opportunities to participate within 
our community for your own enjoyment, improvement, 
and to benefit the horse through education and 
competition in a fun environment. We encourage our 
members to be ambassadors for equestrian sport both within
members' states and in the equestrian community at large. 

 The Georgia Dressage and Combined Training Association (GDCTA), founded
in 1974, is the largest United States Dressage Federation Group Member

Organization (GMO) in Region 3. As a 501(c)(3) non-profit, GDCTA
encourages an interest and understanding among horse enthusiasts in
dressage and eventing through educational activities and competitions.

admin@gdcta.org
GDCTA.ORG

WHO IS GDCTA?


