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Students Warned

hatsr Hamingion

Sdenty have 80 e warned (o be
wximm wigdlant in light of the necent
increase in sraminal a6y in the
Caikletroy arca which waw a sumber
aof students falling victim 1o break-
in and robbsanes aver the pet three
werkE,

The Sodcats” [nion his rosemdod
students. that ey musi Eake
procastieny Do safegvand thembdchis
agaivs Thiy soci ol coime

Drursng mobbe ries 0 College Comrt
lapbops, dipital cameras and a phone
wono bakem, & 200E-rogisercd
Pt car was aksa sbolen hinl this
s mogovercd Lhe filloeing morning
in i Elen Park asca

A mimlser o burglancs alvo Baok
place in the Codam whero banglam
enlered 1he houses and sach ol the
hedronms in them by popping the
lochs wiilh & crow hat.

In ime such imdance, valuahle
Ao sisch ds lapliops and Belovisoss
were lelt behind by the Brarplim
while things like MPY chamgers,
foibel paper and Toosd were ataloa
Diesses and clotbes hald aka boo
stolen from some of the kmale
vichims, one of whom had eo
expenaive deovies rippod end el
on hehind.

These incadeniy ocour sbsoomenly
o a number of burglanes oved the
suminer, ono of which was quite

BEFHE BRI AT Bmarglans

A Ciadda spoleuiiiin commenied
Ihas ndeil pRcis G 1ATRELEd AR
ey @b aliem canply Al wockends
Eatre patrss of (B gred dng curroally
Being laid cut har 1he Halloween
e, & basy ame Tor Cuinkal amd
B oiee when many stodest hagses
afe eanply Becaiine of the bank
holslay weekend.

A niimbey of 1haie srnesied for
moddberics i 1he Cast kel anch over
the last few mchilhs hasve Seen
prosecated, the spokesman sul,
whils mdhd CsEA BIE (MRIHEE

Ciardal alvewe slmbenis 10 maks
e &l windows dand doofs aic
lissked, ntating thal & list ol s ms
biggiars mply walk 1220 hoimes
whede haws anre el pskclied and
lake wihian they Wil

They deseribd the gitusica in
ihe Cealars an 8 masee iinisiial ciss
wihach they will be fodloweng up
i1

Crardal say the thieves appeas o
hawe Wiys OF Wovisg |apaps i
PR lar, s Phat acouring 1hem im
iy way pskahle |8 Winpofiam
Seudents have Bocn el devastaigd
by thas Dok ol lagriops condsiming
impariani sl
photogEraphs poniE sl on i

copficwork

The Sudents Linma has oijped
alb whmcheiins s B abert b Ehe ks
1Baal tiathe F persoaal salely snd ihe

SU AGM

passes

amendments

Hiouses poross Cagtletroy have been suhject to & ssmber

against Local Crime

il break-zne recently

wafety of their homes and
[eiasEhs il

Smsdents’ Unlon President s
¥ Brien commemed, *1% just orge
atudenis 1o be vigalam: maks e
wiinddas and doors are bncied and
don't mssmme [t friends whoae in
the bouse ot night’

M O Breen also sdvinsd wodenes
against confromikng the burglams,
instend recommending thar they
wilt anal eall the Gardni ns soon s
posible. He cited the inciden aver
the summer in which the kmiruders
involved were carrying weapons

Fyve amendmests 1o 1l Sudenn
Lindsn Loardiisiion wete paseed o
the S AGM held (s weelk 3 in ihe
B-Block Canleen. As XM icedenty
produced Univessity 1D in the
cunicen befoee e AlM Began, B
was derened that queram hsd been
reached, The quorsie passed all
it Rons proposed qn the dey,

A mwher of changes were pde
1 the Cosstiimion 1o reflect the
chanpes inihe Acsdemic Calemdar
Fodioeating the chanpe inthe Acsdemic
Calemdar 8 was 5o loager possible
{or the Finamee Consel] 10 peovide
getapls off thewr sooomnts By the s,
Al mnd NEEs coonedl meetings., &

n 'word of warning $o shedenix.

Welfnre CHiicer Caitrinna
MoCermiten oommenied thst crimes
such os these are "a realiny we bave
to {sce up1n”,

She ndviced sindents 1o lesve
admnhles such as lapinps out of sight
o mimkmise ihe possibility of
becomisg a viciim of robbery. She
urgedd simdenis bo e exira vegilani
m weckends or when hooses will be
ey for bang periods, sl 1o peport
hreak-ins end miiemgécd break-ins
should they oecur

wind jpreviously reguired, A chanpe
(o the Losaiubm o regquin:s the
Finance [ oassckl 1 peovide Secials
of thetr moconinis 6 che thrst council
mceding following the 15th of &
munnth fn which an cedinary mestiag
o ol k| orCuEs

L hanges wese abuy made reganding
1B B ke ol St boall piosltons
uprefiect the new seedemic calesdar
Previoualy the Sabhatical OfMfcers
harsded over thelr poithon cm the 0
June folbrwing & ten week indocica
fior the new Officens. The guorate
passed 8 motbon ths will sez the
Sabhutical Officers handing over
the posdiion om the | 3th of Jupe

Viskgiae 0V By B

Students Angry
at Registration

Hike

Mrufis Areen

Sudends bave reacied angrily ho ibe recent Budget which asnounced
am increee of slmoat 67 percent to the registration fee that slb gudents
sl pay every year oo nitend thind bevel sdecmion. Excepl those in receipt
ol the maintenance grang, stodents will be forved io fork oot s leas €151
every year from next Seplember 1o come o college.

S0 Preskdent Pa (' Brien reacied negatively 10 Minksaer for Finance
Arian Leniban's 2009 Budpet which was ansounced on Teesday, 14

hetoker

“The money has bo come from somepleoe oo fund the tkind keved sysiem,

I 1 mowe i very misgoidied.

“Applying an indiscriminate chargs 1o all stuadenis of 1,500 g vear, every
year, will cenminky prevent people from coming oo Universicy

“['m in douls ihat masy scodents will be shie to reiprn sexl year, They
msy Bave 10 run up hoge debes, and (hat’s if the hanks are even prepaed
tir lend A il in dhe cusvent economic climme™

The increase im registrtion fee b the imerim soluthon acconding i
Minister fior Edecation Hait (FKeelfe who bas been mandated by the
Cahinet 1o bring forwand propo=sals on third level fuiion fees.

The Minstzr [s expecied 1o have iBese propoals ready within fous
manihs o Bciliiaie the discussion of the retarn of fees in time for o new
sywiem b be dn place by the stengof the 20007 D0 acadenie year, nnd which
is expecied 1o run in coagencion wiih the hikbed registration fee

The Pmture af the Pree Pees Instistive impoduced Lo the 199596 scademic

year remalss in jeopandy.

Ssudonts mafushng 10 sccopl “BElly policics” in Cork on 9 Oviober
[phscstin by Adaon 0 Besem, CTT)

Tral deevin Lo, 0 1wl e oo il
i third shadow weelk

B lso redgueared lor s change
that wosld sllow the geesentaison
ol ndiied accogne g0 tske plece in
the Crenerad Mecting of the Spring
Semewer rathes than ar ibe AW of
the Auurmes SEmenier g previoaly
reiuired due o cthe inabsilgy of the
511w audivors 10 prepass the sceoums
in time due o ihe new calendar,

The ttle of Vice-Presidenm/
fraldicarions and Pabdiciy (ifcer
wk s changed o Commesscatbon
Officer 1o reflect the growing
spectrum of media wsed by the
LSrsdents Lsilivg 1o cosmmenicele

both internalky and exiernad|y

A chenge was sl regaired in
the Constitution fodlowing the
Acadenvic Reconfipursthon which
waw the wix collepes become Toos
facubikes. Previomby, & Council
Cifficer for each oollege was elected
by the Class Represestatives to st
as reqreseniative for the college.
The Constiimibon bs now heen
chamged bo show that ihair will be
at least one Pecalty DHTicer o
represem each of the facultes, eheciad
by 1he Class Represenialives.

Al mitions pasced npe effective
immediately
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In Brief

Halloween Masquerade Party

Fhare; Teuk (lvinder

T, Jilpam

Wenae, Linaergromad, Saless™ Place
Prive: €3 hofure Tl &8 frer

L ghe 30 Conieser an Underground, Hekers” Place O in LI s
hosning & Hallrween VMosquerade Party, Beganmning 31 TRpm, (| prommisss
1 ke o oof the best Halleween partics setup by o UL ¢lub or society,
with 120 Jerl pertorming iraditiong] Hallowesn gpames (bobdang o
apples, e ) and prares Tor best fancy dresic Masgoerads masks will
he supplied Tree of chasge om b door, along with o serprse. Asjyons
Wi Kniovwws che Usdenground will know i e the sdedl locackn for &
Halleeen pary and this will B g might (o resnsmber,

Music Soc about to Rock
fofn Tewrnassi

What! A Maug Socsety arivcle’? That's oetragepus. Belleve il o mol
thosmph, we're solwally afpansing somne stofl (hils year, o for the st
thme dn sges we've nometisg o pan dnoo on arclcle, Anyweys, here's
Wihat we've pol plansed for the pexr lew weeks

T bBag evenl oh 1l Hallowess Shandag |m Haker Flace on the 300
Oasnber | 10 feee, anllke same olher Svenis giing down round chen, s
there s Fser Trwl reasom [0 golmgh

Hamically we're teaming up with |ike-minded wastérs in (e ATl
College and LIT for sameé sort of mnisical exiravaganza, We've ligaid
upt (hipee hands for the pighe: November Trusl, Ava Bin and SMordock.

1 Ava Bl are half ox good s chey were |m Daiy's lass vear, they'1l
probably medl your Cece. MovemnbBer Trust, yoo cam iske it [roem me Thal
ihey ure smashing, 1've ngver seen Musdogl hielisre b ey du have &
e oulbed “ALE Srevwnrt v, Hamsld Bishop, so they obveously rock
My Acha,

Thewe will be n few prnomog uof. 51 (ks bar mnid ws 0w Falloween, @'
lancy dress and you are sll expecicd o fook sallyiscary for s mgm

Alterwands you cas go 0 Undergrousd (agais lree - we e really
gatering for s siudeng hodger Bere T and lisien oo e aforemeniinned
anay young oae (ypes pranile on sboot Joy Dhiviaios 6l closing time
Ie's @l Tmn, really

Weve gol some peher stull orgasissd oo, Uheck out Maskow in
Baker v on ihe 20 Nowvenier, They e just back lrgm playing the |nidass-
Week = [ovonio, Cassds, and sk g orip oo Malsw (1@ Africa) in
MAsguad (Keanida ke Live fdod, exgept wthoss the ned § Thear sowipd 15
spaced-pul garmge rock. Like ihe Kings of Leon o8 scil SedHin
guaraniesd, éapedaklly o you raEn intn the drummer Cal, (Make umne
Wil pus iego Cal)

Plus we ¥e g scoaslse migsts goung rcgularly, siay tused ToF thoae
11 o wang oh o, Wanl meee enin, want anychiag sl sl actually {within
reanan yoo can emakl us et slmesienoe @ paeail, eowe

Open Days

TEpusanidsy of secondary sudents descemlod upom 1Bg campun Tor
ihe annusl Unaversily open days on Teesday and Wednesday, 14 and
15 Dicrober of week b Th progpeciive Sudsnls came 1o Limenck 1o
Vil the combinsd opes days of UL, LIT ami Mery Immaculale
Cidlege

Paddy Casey and Declan O'Rourke duet
at Charity Gig

rlal pmger-songwrdtern Paddy Casey pnd Declan U Eourke perfonmed
& wpecinl gig im the Sishles om Tuesday 14 Ociober entenaining the
crowid individually snd then in 8 special dust ot the end ol kel
Rliiiw

The dun appeared a8 UL as part of 8 landraiser Tog 52 fohin's anoology
uni i Our Lady’s Hospiial for Sick Childrea in Crumslin. UL stodent
ababhin Naolan los ey nephew Chsin Dayle o @ rare and sgprassive
fowmn of |eokaemia eashier this yesr and decsded oo orgamised ihe congert
i prbee much-needed monsy for o memorial fund

The gag eounded ofl 5 rimber of dayisme evenls (| uding sppesmancss
from the Bebo habes ond wakings im1he uncks

- Ak, Moe spidli cuffee on my Blackberry,

- I it gl wonrking?

~ | hiapac il

U Communacat s O cer megret s tkal her accideatal coffer spillape dad not damape her Blackberry phone

T wewadiy hrave am rarpiece fefliag me fhree Bhings
ETEs Mark Litfle defends hiv misdake cal ling: Mamrice Cilter 40 apeak during 1he US prossdential debate despite
(sl the speakor hadl borm chanped b Mairesd de Fabiie

W jusd wawd an excuie v felk o I8 pear old pinl,
SU Prosidort Pa O'Braen 06 eagor 1o belp oit wilh the "o Focus” section of this edithon durisg (e UL Open
[hays.

=He's hivdory s greafesd moweter ™ L'y mof gdee Obawee fre chance i prove the samr,
Poldtics hiead Luke Aslheosih [ikens 'The Simpsons” reforence B Jonny Cartor wlth the 1S Presideniial canilidals
durisg the debalo

51 Scorotary Ceveral Tomas Costello drawing ibe winnimg mambers From the first Local Loito which will
raisg funds for clubs and sogigiics a1 L

In Figures

5

The mumber of American
cifizens in the American
clection debate. all of
whom wilil'would vole for
Ofhami on 4 November,

5

The number of
constituticnal amendments
matified @t the SUAGM i
week 5.

50 per cent
The nmount by which the
tax on low-alcahol
bBeverages has. gone
Gl

2500 — 3000
The number of students
from mnine Munsicr

colleges who took o the
sireets of Cork on
Thursday, 9 ﬂ:cl-ul:rr:r. bo
protest ogainst the
reintroduction of fecs.

12,000

The number of badges
distributed during the
positive mepial health
woek cumpagn.

22123

The winning numbers in
the first UL Local Lotto
dhrow
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New L

ulsu

Urrezraty of Lemanck
Hudants Union
Aontas na Mac Lamn
CHiscoll Ludmnigh

Munster
ys
0

er-_p-'lﬂnr

Students may siarl i nofice &
curvy symhal sppearing arcand
the compus shortiy as the re
tranding of the Students’ Undon
identity imrodoces & new kopo and
colour scheme for the
nrgan ks ion

Blink Bexign, = Limerick based
company under the directondkip ol
Loutse Lewlor, were in consultation
with the Studesas” Uning over the
SLEMMmEE 1 Creste & Rew identiiy.

Adopiing a new absiract logo
and three pew coloom as part of
the pe-branding, the Studenia’ Union

Owned and operaied by
students for students

Main Courtyard Shop:
Monday -thursday 08:30 - 20.00

Friday 08:30 - 18:00
Saturdoy 11:00-17:00

Almost S0 Munsbes slodenld
dkreenda oa Corle iy on Thurday
QD tober, week 5, b0 peolead dpanm
1he roinlmadugtion of tkind lovel
[otw

Sudents From Limorck gined
walli those Prom Codk, Waberfond,
Trakes amd Tepperary o vence thoir
oppeition 10 thid kel Buites s
under ihe uimhrelln Organisation,
‘Musstor SBtudonts Apainst Foes”

Two frce basds beft LFL on the
marning of ihe mamh io bring
uitidents 80 Cork 10 joan in the protesd
i) relurncd (hal evening

With each collepe represeniod by
sdifferent eodoursd 1-sdir. vudonts

galhered in the UOC Guad béfons
marcking i the cily oenire whone
shident representatives mlirossd
1B crermal,

Gigarkid Buckley, CIT 35U
Presidont and Call Diokiin, LIOC 51
Priaddenl. spokie on {he Foporlance
il Tha desmoentrlon and the Mudent
mesrstancs o e meimtroduction of
Fs.

Uninn ol Students i Ireland
reprosontmlives Shase Kelly and
Dave Curran aluo sddrewaed ke
posceiul demonsiralum

The profesl was parl of the
Saudeniy” Linion's cogoisg anti-focs
campaign which will sonfimue

[iflkrmihp the fedenl budped which
amnouncsd an almost 55 per o
increass i The dnmsall registrabion
[ that Mudents musl already pay
o st lend 1hind level education

SU President Pa O°Brien
commmetiod thal the lakésd solubumn
alTered 1 tke recenl budgol of
|ncreEsing repiskralson ey 15 i
apethar sbealth tan”

“|The povernmeil] propancd w
T Bewes Moo im0 18wl w womild
scipl b Gk & compromisg bl we
corlnimly won't tnke this Tying
ideram

“They will wlall eed] us ikat we
havo Free thind Revel odoatinon bl

News 3

o cmallel o ciaa Ty parying & 1500
a8 [ro?

“They will conlinue o Mcrcese
s fgure unkil we pay comparable
Ehagpes o focs thal are jus] hading
under a dilferenl banner

“This ihcrcass wall paih |Hoss
who ane &l ready skrugelieg [oomalke
ends’ mes! oul of third kel
exbiacation. M when sverybody has
Igms they arc ssking us o pay
i

The Sludenii” Linion bas roasaiieod
sludents that i will nod scept this
e reass in rogisiralion foc amd will
comenes o resist hagpher omls o
Ihird lewel edusalion

ook for SU -

aead jis shop will all endengs s re-
lsnnch of cheir identity in week ¥
1o kdch-ntan b pew hranding

Creating & =vibram and fresh
boectkc huit nimderis: can idetify with®
was the midive behind the re-
hramding, sccording to SL)
Commanications Officer Apdfe
freen

“The Students’ Uinbon has had
itx ol logo and coloar scheme for
quite & lnng tieme now and we e
thai 1 mo longer represenied what
we stand for ne how we want (o
pressnt oorselves

"We aken felt thal we peeded i
Ui e i Do e A0 ke hude
younger, move vibrant cokours that
will siand ot and become
identitishle amongsa 1he sident
body.®

The previom logo of the Sidems’
Umion sdopied o sketch of the
nrchmmy in ihe Sables couriyand
wihere ihe S11 Building was sivssion
preyiously

s Breen commented thal, “we
are oot abowl & Building:, we amne
slont siudens ard ahoat repeewsaring
sLiEnis

SP

“The new lago ki compleiely
abstmact; b bas ihree inierlinked
curved limes repressnting ihe
differeni strands of aniversiy
life

*The colours we chose (o ose =
red, blse. yellow and while = are
hripheer vervion of the Univeray's
MAFDOR, BAVY, Moas
and grey = wo kighlighi bow we are
clomely commected bl yel remakn
guite tisiinct kn our mole and the
services ihat we provide for
studdents.™

As part of the re-branding

COILFS

uice - buy one get one free! €159

- owo for €2

iSitr sandwich from the deli,
DiRiver Rock 750ml for €1 morel

Dromroe.Shop
Wonday - Thursday 08:30 - 19:00 . quller Rice Y24
Friday 08:30 - 18:00

o Al butter &

DisAANE

process, there will be o miw Dine of
apparel for SU siafil = incloding
shop ladl = dizplaying the coloas
scheme end 1he fogo

"We hope that, eventoally.
sludenis will come to recognlse the
losges mned codosars 2= bedng ibose of
the Srudenss” Union wnd what i
stards oo mnd, ultimately, create o
“hemmd” For the Unkon that is
[=arinsicakly linked with stodeats,”
wakd &5 Hreen

AL SU related muanereads will ke
consinent wilk dhe new idewmiiny
oy o oo




4 News

America

Decides

Katie Harringlon

Monday of week 7 saw the LIL
Drehating Uinion debabe 1ha motion
that “rhis house belioves n vode
for MeCaim i% & volo for global
seourity’. Ouest chair for the well
difended debaie was Mr. Mark
Little, accomplished lriah
pournalisd ased formeer Washingtan
worrespondent for RTE. Proposang
the merlion were Debatiog LUinion
morrbers Bicras Murphy, Masrcad
ae Faostc and Maiunce Cofier along
with head of the Palitics depariment
Luke Ashwarth. (pposing the
motion were Shame (VCallaghan,
Eamon Quinlan énd Adrian
O Higgims along witk Kyle Murray
af 1be Politics depariment

A lively debade 1ook place; the
proposition insisting that McoCain
T the ewperienea in forcign policy
necezsary o load o & time of
global turmail whilke the opposition
favoured Clama. citing his ability
i deal with econonic issues and
his abality io anite Amoricans.
The kssne of the vice-prosidency

alzo arvso; many speakers cxling
thi 1ssue of Joha MeCain™s age.
and the possisility (hat Governet
Sarah Palin, whose expetionce,
parlbcy and backgrouns has becn
widely sribiciecd. wonld boeonss
President

A wold was koo alles |be main
the dslaple, where tho molios was
defcated by a lrgo majardy. A
wraw pell of Amerigas &lisens
wha attonded the debale shw
Chaaiing lake % of the vode
R, Litile ihen zave Kis owi
commeels bised om his Hirse as 4
Washingion correspondont over
four US elections, and extensn by
travelling 10 the US 1his yoar
resgarching For kis now bhook on
changing ideology in Ametica
Mr. Litile emphasizsed thail
depending oo Bictors such b pwing
vales on e day. and whether
newhy regisiered virlees kurn dul
o 1be day. the clechion could go
riller way, He indicased hal swing
siales such as Virginta and Morih
Caraline will decide 1he clectson,
wnd thad thess wi the ones [0 wasch

Kyba Murtay ol the UL Palities
Dheparioncst speaking al 15
Amsrican Election dohate Bl
By Dbld in wiek &

on Movembor 4

Mr, Litile ibon moderasled a
lengihy descussios firem the Mloar
which saw isswes such a3 a Te-
wmergenl Russia. the cconomy,
ihe powors of Congress and mny
mose mised by the audiense and
responded Go By M. Litile

Venue: Underground Baker Place
Date: 30th October.
I iry: €5 bhefore 11.30pm & €7 aller

surprises will be
given on the door
Prizes for best costume

Srudents amd staff of UL have
let ot a collective ssgh of relief as
news-of the improved service bl
the Allid Wesd Regiomal's 5T1 ol imic
wa e known durimg the week.
Gose are the days of & six week
waiting list; the service has
impenved so moch that on average
those ringieg on & Mondsy will
have. an sppointment for the
folbowing Thursdey e only three
days later

Sosephine Clamcy, a nurse at the
P Wesi Regional Hospiial, spoke
wilthi the Welfare (Hficer carlier
this week and explained that as
must iesis are cooning back negstive

Tuesday | 21 Chotobser 2008 | An Focal

The testing
times are over

the salTdo not have as mach paper
work 1o file and are available g0 ke
more paticnts.

She was delighicd to say 1kad
meombecs of the publie anly Bave
1o weaif @ makimusy of seven davs
[ an Appennimani

M. Clancy also mdnisdied that
the times at whish mambers of the
public can rimg o makée an
sppointment have alse boon
exlended, alibosgh as yel they have
mirt bsten confirmed.

Shé encosraged sudonis ansl
walTwinhing i make an appeisime
1 leave aconlact phoos rumbsr if
iy are asked 10 l€ave o volce

message oul of office bours 5o that
they can be comacted tha mext day
widh an appoantment.

Caitriona MeCrmitan, 50 Welfare
Offioer, waid, 1 am delighted 1o
hear that e ST1 Clinic has become
mane efficionl; whet was & good
servioe is now a gread service I s
imvaluakle 1o UL stedents. The
extended waiting lists im 1he past
no dosht put people of T peiting
chocked; now 1hene in mo excuse
gapecially as the service is
camplesely free of charge.™

To make an sppoimiment for an
BT ewt, rimg the Mid- Wt Regional
&T1 elinic om (6]-kR23R2.

UL Ogra Fianna Falil
visit Dail Eireann

Pdiambh £3° [eiraeyin

The scadomic year BT has
potten of 7o preat start for Fisnna
Fail starting with cuar AGM on the
22nd of Seplember which siw the
sucoenalul ehectiom of cur new ificer
bosrd. The nest of the pear promises
ta b very proddective with o nea
team load By nowly elected
cachacdrizach Derck Daly.

OMficer Board for 0879
Cathanirieache Dierek Daly
Less-Cathaairlésch:

Eamon Cuenlan

Secretary: Aoife Harmey
Treasurer: Devid O Sasllvan
FPublx Relations 'Web and Events
Chficer: Niamh O Donovan

Il Year Repeostntative:

Aikars Dhavin

Folleranag the AL Bein Stodes
i lehp samliig imsdmbed of (he
L was pimsnaled 16 s of
The bocad clecidm coming up el
wear, To sodml of 3 prodecin mggh
wacars & b ol geaas i (he Lodge, wiseit
ik pew OifTeeer Hoard and (he
Cipmmignn hsd @ bl of & setaos
Rogel e few prademid yeas

T gt the hadl molting $or th year
gt ek o dmanzal B e Leansler
Hopse of (b I0h of Septomber
whar we gt 8 gaided s of 1he
s inises e Dl dad Leanad
Laszk iy endmaph we Elsi of [ e
weveral of pur TDs, including Timimy
Porades TEY, Mickac] MeGamil T,
Thixmas Byrme T, asd Sepatop
[eanin 3 Thomowan, whes bl alber

i dial shormand s apound Dubbsn o
Bnight cot

Wi alio masagad 4o 110 af & visn
1a LICT  and Tinny s ey recnandd
wd being pousd gocst we polled up
e bt ] Bl ] st D Bl
what dehniely mads the day Tor the
Camann wah wiltosseng ths preal
dehste oh the Dail o 1he B b-oil
plam recenlly rolled owl by Hean
Lenthan, Mmister fof Finasce 16
Affgal diafF cEifeml edaEhidEiic
prohieims

The year s lookisg pocsd, we've
e @ ot jlanaed dmd ahe e 18a
happy 60 Welioms | W menbhers
] i, S0l pou Bke pol it amd
& bt ol @ It ol Baster mectings ane
held wosikly ar Hpig on ThaerdErs
1= the Simlenis” Usion,

Students warned
against dangers of
fireworks

Imi 1B dmn gy 1o Hlalliveen LD
sbisddiiln ais bofig warned agdans
18 dangeni of Breworks, ANhough
erleraiming o ok al, withoul
prvper use and care Mrowoerks can
b cativmely dangsrous, fipevial by
when weed under the influss af
akedihal

Firewoaks &re ilkegal in Inckand
and s any that gic Fond for sale
i the cognlry anc kighly ensale.
The [reworks. which are uswally
mported, i nol shede o sxloly
alandards woed the Fuse cam offten be
unpeedictabde. Thiv makes il highly
likchy Ror them o caphicks promatunchy

while still beisg hueld

The inies of Rrwais cas cang
neris (s, Mo allen fifrworks
inficy burm (o the hands and fice
amd (Bewe can b as sewicows g i
depred budmd, Thind degrce burmn
will causs permsingnl scarring and
triay Poaguled ekl grafh. Fingsaika
can b caee injunis L the fste
e oy (heromig i an instms when
the Brework sets off mastably amxl
dirikes someons Mamiing neashy
Murps amd contusiony in ks face
can Bolh cause Blimlness of
deafnei,

Firewarks are alsid cxtreingly

Apsie Wi Haphallaigh

urprodiciable and ato nof guarsdcod
1o fly wirmight sp inthe air, They are
highly likely g By ofl a1 an asgle
and siriking cars o Rouses and
cauxing serious and dovastating
fines,

¥ o il o anang Areworks
im the comming wecks covirg thal you
never u Tham while drunk. Newer
e fireworks indosss, never relurm
1o @ it Erewaork amd nevar aim or
Wrow @ Raowork ab amyome, Made
e ko alway wse Bhem e spaciom.
il ired whsre there arg dok cominds
- Thaad idfoses ool imcan hae Gar pask off
your siudent sooommodalions
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News 5

Postive reaction to Mental Health

Caitriona McGrattan
Welfare Officer

Week five, semester one will be
remembered as the week of oddities
on campus; first there was nearly two
thousand Maori-wanabees in the Arena
on Monday followed by a small, but
true-to-its word, love parade through
campus on Wednesday, not to mention
that the whole week was showered
with green and red badges.

If you weren’t around for the Pay it
Forward Positive Mental Health week
here are just some of the highlights of
the week:

The Limerick Mental Health
Association organised what was hoped
would be a world record breaking
attempt at the most people performing
the Haka at one time on Monday
morning in the UL Sports Arena. Over
1,600 people from all over Limerick
city and county, including a couple of
hundred UL students took part in the
Haka, which was lead by none other
than the rugby commentator, George
Hook. Mr Hook gave a powerful speech
about what Mental Health meant to
him and he encouraged all those in
attendance to think about their mental
health and not be ashamed to admit
when something is bothering us. This
was the real winning message of the
day; although the record breaking
attempt may not have been successful,
the numbers were about 1,400 shy of
the current world record, the event
achieved the recognition for Positive
Mental Health Awareness it had aimed
for.

Those interested in photography
were given a rare treat on Tuesday
when they were given the opportunity
to spend the evening with the award
winning Irish Times photographer,
Brenda Fitzsimons. Brenda kindly
reviewed the portfolios of UL’s up-
and-coming photo journalists and went
into great detail on how to take the
perfect shoot in a workshop that lasted
nearly two hours.

‘Free Love’ was the message on the
banner that lead ULs first love parade
through campus on Wednesday,
October 8th, and although the
participants did not spread the love
literally they certainly spread their
good humour. Dressed in the finest

60s clothes students, sabbats and staff
from Student Counselling were lead
by a Volkswagen Beetle blasting out
some of the classics of the love
generation. Anyone who met them on
the way couldn’t but walk on with a
smile on their faces, it’s not everyday
you meet something resembling
Woodstock outside the Schumann.

Students from the department of
Psychology and Mental Health nursing
played their part in the week by
measuring the stress levels of students
and teaching relaxation methods
respectively. The psychology students
based themselves in the prime location
of alab near the Stables and examined
the stress levels of hundreds of staff
and students through the week. While
several fourth year students of the
Mental Health Nursing programme
shared their skills teaching

The red ‘Fancy a favour?’ badges
appeared on campus towards the end
of week four and by Tuesday of week
five could be found as far a field as

students performing the haka in the arena

Dundalk, Dublin and Donegal. These
badges were devised to encourage the
students and staff of UL to do good
deeds for one another, and the craze
took off better than had been expected.
The need for the green ‘I have, have
you?’ badges, which were given out
in recognition for having done a favour
for someone, was obvious from early
on Monday morning. A testimony to
the success of the badges was the fact
that only a very small number of both
badges left at the end of the week.
The idea behind this semester’s
Positive Mental Health Week was two
fold, firstly to get people thinking about
their mental health and secondly, to
remind people that there are supports
available to them here in UL if they
feel that their mental health could be
healthier. The Students’ Union Welfare
Officer, Caitriona McGrattan, reminds
us that ‘Not only are we very lucky to
have the Student Counselling Service
but this week has shown that the idea
of community and community support

FTRN

Some of the members of the Love Parade that circled the campus during week 5

is alive and well here in UL; we are
one campus, one community afterall.”
The week-long activities were organised
in association with the Limerick Mental
Health Association (LMHA), who

promote awareness of mental health
throughout the year. Michael O’
Mahony, the chairperson of the LMHA
and also a member of the UL
Counselling staff, described the Positive

Mental Health week as their All-Ireland
Final but was quick to add that mental
health isn’t just for mental health week
but for everyone to think about all year
round.

Gavin Harte

Climate

Change, Energy

and our Ecological Footprint

22 October - Week 7 - 2.30pm, Jean Monnet

Ower the last decade, Gavin Harte has been one of the most
engaged figures involved in the Climate Change debate in freland.
He is a founder and developer of Ireland’s first ecological
and sustainable village in Cloughjordan.

Sponsored by the UL Environmental Society
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NTR plc invites third level students to take part in

2 PARTNERSHIP
< FOR GHANGE

ASSOCIATION OF PEOPLE AND INSTITUTIONS
COMMITTED TO TACKLING CLIMATE CHANGE

THIRD LEVEL STUDENT SPONSORSHIP

NTR plc are providing sponsorship for third level students
to attend this important conference. Students from
disciplines including environmental sciences, engineering,
geography, climate change, commerce, planning, business
studies and humanities are invited to apply. Please notify

Main Spﬁnsors if interested and apply via email titled third level
sponsorship to: info@partnershipforchange.ie

E“‘..Mimaggmﬁgg g BORD Gﬁls Further Information:

Website: www.partnershipforchange.ie
Final selection will be made with your universities and colleges.

SPEAKERS INCLUDE: Dr. James Hansen, Director, Nasa Goddard Institute for Space Studies, Dr. B K Pachauri, chairman, United
Nations IPCC, Min. John Gormley, T.D., Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Dr. Vicky Pope, Head of Climate
Change Advice, Met Office, Hadley Centre, UK, Sean Barreii T.D., Chairman, Oireachtas Inter-parliamentary Committee on Climate Change and Energy
Security, John Mullins, CEQ, Bord Gais , Prof. Robert Devoy, Geography Dept, University College Cork, Prof. Colin Woodroffe, UOW’s School of
Earth and Environmental Sciences, Australia, Prof. Hugh Montgomery, Director, UCL Inst. for Human Health & Performance, Prof. Frank Convery,
Chairman, Comhar, Sustainable Development Council Ireland, Dr. Eimear Cotter, Environmental Protection Agency, lan Talbot, CEO, Chambers of
Commerce of Ireland, Dr. Brendan O Sullivan, Director, Programme in Planning and Sustainable Development, University College Cork, Nick
Reeves, CEQ, Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management, Tim Cowhig, CEQ, SWS Natural Resources and Chairman Irish Wind
Energy Association, And More

Associate Sponsors Supporting Bodies

ONIR ARUP 2pa |

Icinia ; J CHAMBERS
: L & IRELAND
(O SWSc.. TRoCAIRE S

Working for a Just World
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Inclusion Soc: what societies

in UL should be doing

Ao fimeen

Fhils arifele may er s’ med
Hig oebaiae o e e Dindas
N is, Bovweeved, (e apadidon r::_l"ﬂﬁr
ahinthnd armal Wi E PR vakiig
I “Errlaiios Yoe',

I ke lasd dasoe of An Focal, sn
T TG CRAT | Bagloy subimined
am article entided *Exclusion Sac’
highlighiing glleged
FTLA T U [ L o of electinns yn 1heee
named sogisties, the Debating
Uinaig, Elvama Sos and the UL
Qgra Fianaa Fill Con Colbery
L umans

e

I nhee apmmedagie sifvermaih of
the pelenee of the Briache, IBere wis
gonsiderable debate paking
questinns ahow ihe allegaibons,
Were they iree™ Whene was the
evidenge — ol |here was asy, aff
s’ And wa (B suckor sizeply
sonseome with an axe 1o grimd
aEanal the socustics in goestion?

Floading above all of these

Bviveved 'wiad Lhe guéalion regarding

Che wriagr's adenlily.

Figmly, bot 10 be saiad, that
anofymaus articles are nel
sk moras or rere is A Fogall, The
peeundnsym “An Focsl Beporer’
| & fegulas comribulon 1o 1hess
pages. 11 i w usefol way of ollowisg
J0F BRcny mEs CORIrTbul kons im
Ehe News fEchiEn 1o enware thal
articles that may (or may not) be
el 8 pamicelar nadure can be
covered without the wriner hsving
ndeal wilh any e sl Bpgresive
LRI

It 15 sametnmes 1 edicor who
wirnles thede news arvicles but, for
polittzal reasons, it may mod appear
i nhe bean tmese to have the ediior
wapning sl article, I soméelimes
may be another writer who was
tnvolved im the dnvestigation, b,
Bgaia, may pol Wi oo have his of
her name appesr on the plece,

18 1l s ad it a6 " Ewelusbss
Soe’, "An Focal Reporter” slao
wrode about the Saw Doctiors
hendli=ng the Preshers” Hall, ul

no one really minded (ko
It was only when po one oonkd
be blamed for podnting out alleged
failings of imegmal organisatioss
ihat people started calling for the
author’s hesd om s planer.
Another gredge that the sccused
ezl was ifai there was no conorele
prood put forward kn the arikcle
Firstly, ihe actual sllegations
mude by the author were not really
all thad zerious an the first place.
Elecison menignlativs, while not
censidered s the most appropriaie
way af thrustisg forwand the grest
bhencon that s democracy snd
iherefore socially unscoepiakle,
in moa an Ellegal activity aed i=
Lnoam 1o be an evisblished practice
in pretty much all arganisationm
up and down the coumtry.
Simply put, democracy is m nice
idea in theory, kst in praciice there
noeds to B somse leeway (o cnsure
it every administration im'
overmun by those who are less that
suited for the positions

Understanding the
value of education

Katie Flamingion

Whant in the goad of Tree education”
Is it eo punder 1 the whims of the
‘pampered youth® os Emea Keriny
maietains in the previoos edison
af this newspaper? Are we simply
spoilt hrets; ton cought wp in our
oo el {-imporiance &0 realise the
true valoe of educatkon?

Thousands of stedents furmed oo
in Limenck in Seplember and Cork
af the start of ihis monih 1o make
thesr feelizgs known; many of them
fimal year sbudents for whom the
reintrosdaction of fees will not hrve
amy effect = hardly the scrions of
siubborn, lary sisdents, onwilling
i compromise

Adcreas. Prame Thime, the ketiers
page of the Irisk Times and wny
wiher forum (or debaie, two sectors
al society s discussed withou
emd: the ludicrousky wealthy sod
the vaxily underpeivileged.

This ignomes the reality bn which
the majority of us woald fall into:
the amhigoom ares of “the midd|e
class’

Fuor s, if muy be possibds 1o pay
fiowr parr education, bed ihds could
MEan our parenks re-mortgeging
thedr b, or working for another
lew years hefore inking thear well

carmed melrmcmenl

Ot & pot yodi sbisdend bam™ the
cynics shoat, mat bothering 1o tale
imdo acoemn) that one isonky G pot
coil 6 graluate wilh 8 irsd as
amiiber il thoy are oroed 1o wosk
g filteem hours a weck whilst in
college

O courne Ws Kerinn is rights we
noed top class usiversities and they
oo™ come cheap. Politicians and
Uhniversity hoads are, o5 they mmust,
irying tor dienl with the immedsate
crisin o ke "R v, and Tumeding
third keveld edocaliom vver the sl
mumhber of yoars, Stodents,
sprprisingly, whe thanking further
nhiasd

The theory that having sudems
pay For thévr edocabion will resall
i betler unmveriities and ul omste by
i vl l-educaied woek foroe i (Tawd
et 1he neExl immber of Years
Irclaned will be deading (hadly, no
thoutd) ‘with Bhe mcdley of companies
leaveng, now Bl the Eax credibs ans
pone: i sindenis priaduate wigh huge
debis, who will pay them, and
how'T

We'll emigrate of counss; e fing
Government ol Oz willl benedit maooe
IBsan ihe Brish povemmesd from Ehis
decivion. After all. even if vou're
unemployved i Australio, if's sill

sunmy meosd of the lEime.
Braln-drain’ has affected
economics Bl over the world: i i
nafve 1o ikink it won't happen here
ngain. I, -on the other hand, we
imvest {even inthis recession) in mot
anly thind Revel, bt also research
and development we can lempd
companles o siay here and iske
advaniage of our graduates.

The comt of the PR alone for the
|march Mationsl Developmens Plan
(2140 0Ny woaald send 546 [rish
simdenils b0 pnverslly for & year,
Beertie's make-up hill last year would
wend anotber siv. The Living Nesdge
inuld have been scrapped in Bvvour
ol 0 year in collepe for 2,566 studenss

that's pregiy much albof the LL's
praduaiing cless of BHE covered.

Blizpensing with frivodities such
on these, and “ghost’ civill service
stnff wiiehd go a long way (owands

The recesson B expected 1o las
amikl the end of neat year, ot we
have B0 make o decisdon which &
feaxvible in he long run

W can charpe sbudents. pmd risk
thrain drin withou seelsg any resl
bemefif bo e cconomy, of we Can
for ondce koak beyond the immediaie
erisis we ane fced with snd choose
80 imveat in noemethisg that will show
lnng term benefit

mvailahle

O conme societios also engape
in this. Pre-deciding wiso woald
be best suited far a position and
wha coold hest contribule 1o ihe
society's Tunning is not & enime,
Wes, i docsn’t fodlow (B tenets of
plorious democmacy 1o 8 ice, bul
it ks the pragmatic interpreiation
fivailliosw fioe o braman implementation
of the philosophy.

The three socicties listed ane
three of the larger, betiersrun
socieises im LIL. By the yery sature
of 1 people invelved in Debll,
Cigra Fianns Fiil snd Drame Soc
there are always poing io be sirong:
minded, confident individanls
inyolved nnd probably & mumber
of opposing feotions “with axes 1o
grind'.

Amy election defieat will akways
be & blow 1o the egoand there will
b fingers painted im am attempl
to mvodd the reality that people
woted for whom they bolievod was
the better candidate manming for

Nl Dol 15 ey,

SSrceEHon plans are nol Wt
they re peactical Torihe suceesalz|
gomiinuation of e society,

In particulsr, in e caie of Ogen
Feamna Fall, & a poliiscal usil
aperaiing more ender e pespices
of §is pageni parcy raher then UL
FRCIETY sranding (nSeTs, e sricle
wis [lawed in accesing it of
‘election lelag'; |E dosan'| - af gll,
Foir i bo i mo would be wiosg.

Buot of the membérs, there are
wurely the Prvouted asa best suvled
1o carey the Cumaan forward,
Hoswesver, po ane |s prevenied [rom
standing for election for sy
poxition snd there (& no
‘Brelusion

*Exchunbos Soc” highlhghed ibe
imperfections of democracy. I
alsg highligheed sl 5 geassfoqls
level 1he meed lor greater
iranEparency
elections, There wene apectfic
problems inone of the commitices
mentioned during last year's

IR OO e

electlon process - or perhaps
"procosses” is more appropriate.
A what has been done Lo prevent
this from mking place again?

This year's commitbees mre all
newly elected 1o their pesiticns
it is wnrely ihe responsshle thing:
to do 1o asskst them in ensuging
thai their socicties are carricd
forward im the mast open and
transgares] wky by patting in place
key election sianding orders

Chore commatiee messbers should
mol be smibowed o husi for
candsduies; precise minules of all
electicas should be mandatory for
all sochedies; external, impartial
reps should be invalved in the
COuRl.

Sovieties are ahoat bringing
uludendn logetber, incleding them
in nciivities 1bey share, Let's not
winrt dearing them apari in the
imcongeguential polises of it sl
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ireland’s burning environment

For nearly ¢ighi vears Paul
Cunningham has been reporting
on environmenial issues foe RTE
doe te 1l incrasmg covirage thet
the Sopis has gained mnee ibe stan
of this decade. O Wednesikay
Woek 5, bt delivered a keturd im
ke Jean Moanet on the carmem
debale o0 chmale change ansd
[ lanad s made wighen 1l 0 was also
to lighhght he redcemt publicatsn
ol his néw book [rcland's Barmmg
Henw Chimabe Change Will Effect
You, wheng he aimi 10 ¢lear up 1he
complacensy around climale
changE, Followisg hei lectuss 1
infeiview him an Uhe Canlsen m
tha ) Hilock:

Clavgnm O Dhvixeadis i has oaly
Bowa dir e praast dlecoele thid dhe
Emvirowmeni dar docome a popwlar
fopie intermatienally and has o
iy awgiresienr e i frelangd
However ot frefamd have may
pariicwlar pelicied defore i
sudlidra uprurge of fefene !

Fagl Canmingham: O of the
ihadngs, e 16 b E<ononiic 'War
miid miigh, we weie very sell
dependent doe 10 & palicy af
saleteon, and whal we ended wup
ahnng. wad daang Thengs oorseves.
But i v K @#boul how 1hings
aig geang i e in the future, dosng
Mhings oiarsclves 1€ goang 10 bhe
harder, we impost W% of our Fuel
inbg (his countiy. I'mi nod saying

Erelasmd’s Tostusi tnay ol be s groes

wihe going back 1o dancbag at the
groas osds. but 18 Scout phrass
of be wware snd be able 1o it youcsgll
b mdvese bo 1ake up.

CENY: Whpie dlovr frelamad gow
stadl compared bo sthor Erropeme
romalries o fy mppmaprseral ano
ihrvvlmpement of geees policies!

PO We're nof very goomd, we
hawe alwass boen dtiven by ks
ELl rather than taking a leasd and
T warn b Teke to see us mwnve 0 he
wamguand. IT you talk shoat EL
e e, v el Ehroe fudpmeniy
pgaimst ws in the Evsopean Cosrl
of hustice aboal such as msue, |7
il Talk abenil EU) gas caimisons
wp are e aecnnd wosrnd inihe EL,
becauss hasically we™ve sani wea'rg
Roing ko Beap dur etttissaims b o
1 3% ol 1990 levvels, biug we're oo
¥ 25, Accordirg 1o the Eoosssnis
aid Social Reigarch lnsidwion
[ESHD, we'ne going Lo pemp 4.7%,
whera clearly we Bave gol a
prihlem, evien f its 2% ol an
mencass, we're slill going in ihe
wirngg direction. By European
paitipatisens W' nol dolsg well,
Bl e g different things - yeu
wir do) wo Rave @ wery large
mErcudiure seclor whers i accounis
for I3 of our fokal emissioa
There naeds 1o bed a greater
ifderslandiag of the Comiimon
Agricultare Policy (CAF) and whal
iEdoed for farmeny and 1B EL 2020

trpoivand wha i isaaking futmsrs
ik dho, bt 5 e mommest there &
little cohesiom belween the twe

AN Bhant dew yowr wiews an
e receni debele o Srelend
pornitly podeg muclear i Mhe
Jwiure™

PC: Farwilly. Trelans] curresily
has ne niechear plass, so 1 don’t
think it's going o happen in the
slort lerm. Secondly we are
effecinvely Aucledr becaips wa kg
chectracity From the Baikieh gesd
aid you gan'L dehing whst s nuclear
ol wihat's not, Mong immportantly
while we might pay a gas s2alsn
i i b baring Tl and we Lake B
acroa inbenconnedtions, when no
buy on the spd mackel, we're
buyrhg nuclost. S0 whem you look
v we're nuclsar already. 1Bk
the guestion Faf ud now & jusd bo
work oul haw aw can become
energy cfficicst an the Tubsre, when
vou ask shomld Be go nuclear by
PO, o e mnhil we can wiork o
Therw b emerabi clocirsay from a
product willvoul geserating o
prohlE

ALY My in Mimister GRormies
[firdrting- i felx position, fref ox Jhe
reprenemitive of the Gireew Fariy
sl ooy Cowpared fo prpidou
Tk pdess Brvw el e poasidica

PO ehimk as & eivialer, be haid
 defficull spari: he had Tara, tha
[rublin wasic incinemalar o whale

Eamaon Byanm jusd shipped in and
was ahlo i koop guiet ansd work
sway, Gornley was batifing away
right fram the start. But | think
thit he hak done peasanably well;
he exid waber quality & sameiling
b 1§ porineg 1o div gendd | predicl in
the nexl bodget he is paing 1o di
very well, where money for waibs
waler Ireatmeid will not receme
Budgéd culs. Bocaiss we have come
foual il the ELN an a numbers ol
udgrenis in the ECL moat fecentiy
Jmit lask momih, we canmnt alTosd
5 ot bad racords. 5o wial D hink
b will do &8 presh for a pew climase
change simlegy. but altinsitely he
hasclearly spoken poblichy, be can
i somsg ¥alT bt ho doeds 8o gel
support From e resl ol The cibonst.

And 1hal will uBimmasely delermine
whethet Irgland smocis s targets

He needs the Depariment ol
Transport, Agticuliaee, eic o pel
{mnvsdved because be can't el 13sm
whal to da. Bul what be can da is
rome eifte the nexl peasral clection
withost having deliveced his plan
i chimate chanpe of the véfy
feasan Tof him going istoe
gorarament will have failed

CEREE: 0 vow were Miinsior foe
thir Envirvmmend, whal choages
woalld vou bring in Mo @nzpre
Fredimd sl iteell o Mo Cireom
Merw of Emrnpar’

e 1 veoaahd i 1w Uhinges, Tirsd
1wl revisg o naliosal climate
change strategy whech would give
realisiac and hondes! opticos on whe
we're geing bo achicve the targeis
wi'rié Aol 10 Sige wp on, sk i
ELD 20 and 'which we already
have Like Kyobo, It's that level af
honesty that the govoiamen nesds
i look a1,

The secand thang 1 waoilld do,
would be 1o try and sort owl ihe
peoblems 1Bat are already ot there
- [rom emissdons, air qualiy. I9%
o oagr rivers aro polluled sl fhise
are prohloms thel we have 10 gol
fined. Bul 10 be the vangssrd of
Eurepe, the key Ehing is busiosus;
if Pt envaring sal our bukinoe and
coommy changos inta what 1§ mow
greenizch and thal means
pesitioning oerselves in the new
grees encrgaes OF Europe. Al thal
would be where 1 would be reallw
focusod, bocause laka from
axample, the idea of cwiting 15
money Uhal wes assignod thas is
goiag fo produce the bemins 1o gives
s b gecconlech — i1 piiad dosen'l
e semEe

COLY, Realivticelly docy e
Kyt Praforal bove aay cheace
o mecifme A0 frvprds, consfolorimg
i ven Ireland oy e srearboned,
whore comiritwdicn ) mimma in
green houpe gar emiyeions
rompyared fo Cilog, will nod imen

were! It fargeds exprcbed "

P 0wl Becaues ong of the
things it will have done is that
whole sdea that you necd Bo have
am internstional deal, The Kygbo
Prodocol aiked 35 comntrios plus
the BLI 1@ cul 1Sser gmasssons, now
wi have mote countries thal bave
ratified i Currently theme sre
negolalioss on am ageecmenl thad
he iho suceeisor bo fho Kyolo
Priviocol wiich would take on afler
ML We expect an agrecenen] bo
be pigned in Coponhagen by
Degember 009 and thay wouobd
only have happened bl Kyobd was
soem i work; pressure was put an
Russin to-gign up and then on
America. Ths carronl prosideniial
ebedtion that i going on osrd 1here,
bih candilales sre saying, the
Bush policies are gone, ey arn
Esung ko releie cmdsions and thoir
mrguing over whi's going o &o
mite, & iings have changed and
Kydna is part and package of it
ull.

CEALD: Froves ome axperienod
Heoret v wigmpficenr ol with
poeame an e grownd refmling
changing their HSelyen im i way
Hrat fx bemeficied (o fve
Fmvironmenr”

PL: Weu af coifse; peaple arc
o' Ear mieme gosveried Lo climale
chaage and also 1he wider pistire
and the higger issucs. Poaple

How Climate
Change will
affect you

umderstand what a ¢lvan
anvironmenl is and they want il
But there 14 comfusion, and that
confmibon comes From the ixed
meskapes from 1k goveramsenl
ke tha ELF 2020 (heir hascally
Y PR FEA WE a0 e ng 1o Sign up,
Bl we've no wdes bow 16 achiove
the targets! And clrasdy as well,
hanesdy b dedded Tor people e
rospRct v on ghal

OO, Whkat woula b yowr onw
e whd adfvice fo viwalenrs on
it v reemmern ®

P Your faiare is gomg to be
precn. cmploy mest oppodianitics
afs going 6o be i= the green seciar,
gvim husiness ano now caming
from a greem focus becawss ol
marketing yeursell due 1o the
expectations thal clstonsis pow
demand. 5o if vou'ne lalking shou!
sladents gorng Torwand, like in
enginsering vou have 1o ook al
susdaimahle buihleng: 10 economsss
iks now a1l prnvimonarenlal cootaricn
and politics i going to be aboul
green encrgy and climade change.
H pescirabes just ahouf cverything.
becauss whadevdr Your going 1o
da you will encounter 18, &0 by
guitkng om board tow §s goiog 10
mssan mndg for you bn 186 Totang.

Irelamnd’s Burming {Poclbeg
Preash 19 svaileble in all good book
storc from £13.99

PAUL CUNNINGHAM

ATE Envirenment Correspondent

Iretased’s Bumsing - Paul Cunsingham's recent book release
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Charan Ly

Oiften, some of ke mos craial
deviapns we make i lele are ounds
il A very ahafl amoun of Lise,
Srudents oftes Nsd ihemselves i
thds particulas dilemma; i is ghe
night belore a fnal exam, and ywu
have Bwie lapegs lell o goved (A
and B b caly esaigh 12me o
sy Bne, Yol phek the logg which

youy 1hink will benefit you grestest
(A}, bt you ane ussire iF it & the
corrool chaioc. I is wnchearad thal
time whotker you have made (he
right decmsion

IT 1k fopic you studied comes
up and you pass the exam then no
itz will over Kesow Beirw' ¢lose you
came 1o filure,

Henwever, if topic B appears on
the exam and vesn fuil. then a guich

analyvind wall show yoa (Bl the
ewsaen ot Mniled was i becauss
s nrght Bsforg yvou chose Dapic
A, ket dac 1o nogligenes an your
par pousg Back dvir Lt (midded
|leciupes, bod many nighis aul
(114}

Brign Lénihan. the Minister for
Finance, Frend Bimss!T in 8 similar
situalson on 29 Seplembser be had
vedv Hilke flime 1o maké d cfistuil

decision, and a lemiled number of
opfions availabie. 5o, be chose the
ong e fhought woald bo af e
grealoil beng i

Hiwweewt, il his Fessies plan dods
nod succeed, 8 guick snalyns will
sl 1l i 08 mot Bedause of the
déganion b masde on 29 Seplember.
bl bicases ol ihe lending pract logs
of Irizh banks for the law
decade

Thke decagion Brizn Leniban
mad; wak snnounced by the
govermment oa 30 Seplembet and
imvedved guarantcing the depoails
i Arish-owned banks and building
pirgigiion, ax well ax all theis
Boermaings, for e neal Dwe yoars.
This drastic médvurs B desipgned
o saleguand the [rish hinangial
Frwicim and 10 prrevent the colkapas
of an Imsh Bank, which woald bave
dirg ednscguences for ai lrah
peaiomy already officually in
roccssion

This decision has héen the
subjost ol muoch anmbion snd modia
scrutiny beth in Irelazed and abroad
1m U il Eniibat of wodks, The s
arg serious cases 0o be made on
both sides of the aspurmiani debal ing

whelber if 18 & good propossl of
whether a dilTeren approdch should
have beon used, The British, for
example, have decided 10
recapitalisg thef banks by Likifig
& glake in ikemn

IM Lenthan's decoiion Butni oal
1o by gucoesslul then many [nkh
poaple wAill never knome hipw ¢hose
Wit % B CORilEY EaME b Ecobomic
fulf

S, 1 r8 Beme e ek the key
guestiea’ how will 4t afleo! me?

T Tirwt ey print that ecds &
b undsraiaod aboul the plan is 1the
wast amount of money invodved. A
wl il b fndngial renciss plat dh hd
Linited Saales 18 catimaled o he
worth around 5700 alfios, with
P (Giross Pomsswtsd Produd! m
ong of e messuncs af nalional
ingumne @i ouldpud for & country]
al afoirid $ 13 1Riloa thi b oot a
huge csuse [or concerm Far the
Lis

Bt Irclaml™s guaranloo involvis
v D bl | Riom {in dodlar lorms
1f 1w glese Lo the U5 amaunt)
whércas ot GNP b oaly
appivn bmaigly £ 100 hillsn, Thes
184 brujpe g Bof coocern botauig

Indebted to the Future

- lakimg the wWarsl case scenario
~ il he goveramenl was feguind
b0 Banour ils guaraniss, nalional
dibt would increass by over 2MHE
pat cenl

Tie put this in parspective, the
national Eehcil this year looks sal
Lxle 25 per ol il 1he povermmend
hare enhomsond 1he lougheu budpst
i decades, I is wilely belimvad
Ul Baxen ]l b taneind migpnifcanti
s woll e severs cals s pahlic and
capital spending

IT Lenihan’s plam Taala g will
CAPOED TVErY mam, woman and
child in Treland (o €92,00 in
debE

1T 1l & oecarrod ome importanl
paint Tof students (s that collepe
foes wauld almost certainly be
Bevaight back oh and Nirtherosons
high levels of Raves wonld LHikels
redall im many gradusies
emigrating

Bempativien Franklim dnce
Earicisly ssiid “Fn thas world aolhing
cam daid 1o be pestmin, caeei deall
and g™, ik sludenls ane mow
haaking ot & Mutuge en Wwhich dabl
anil taxed will bo cértain

Budgeting for 2009

Kates Harringoey

“In b Budget, | will st oul slops o stabalise and restore balance 1
the public finances by amongst ather things priotitisieg carmeni and capital
jpublic cxpraditare o meilec e chanpod roalibee”

These were the words of Mre. Brsn Leniban, aa be sel ool oo of the
harkhist budgeis in @ comple of detades. Taves rose and wpending foll (o
hif), bol what does it all mean for us colleps kids?

The regrstralion foo for third lovel almssl doubled o €1 500, wikcty
hailed as a *backdoor’ way of re-introdecing foos: Boian amd Brian Lid
sloppod short of re-intreducing menm-lested fors

Perhaps surprized by ihe lovel of demassimiion (rom studoms, soen al
protosis n Limerick, Cork, Oabeay and Dubbin, (hey decided an open
discussion and dovisbonon e matior woudd be far oo mech of a beadache,
Significantly, ineroasing 1ha rogistration foe, which has fisen by ovor 400
pot cemd in ket last ben yeam ~ pot exacily m ling wilk nflation -, was by
[ar 1he ciswr option

Uine poodd idoa this Badpet ook hold of was that ol geiting rid of State
hodics which are duplicaiing each athors’ males and overlapping s
sigrificanily. as b b wasting the 59607 moniy,

The National DroaliBeitions Awaihority of Irckand, (he Highor Edecalion
Trainang and Awards Councel {HETAC) and the Furiher Education and
Traning snd Awanls Council (FETALC), will be merged into o new body
wivich will lake respomsibifily Eor qualily asssrance &l third kel The
CACrdida™ get wo locky, losing 01s Fligh Court challenge bo be rocognised
nn o public baody,

While previous budgets Bave boon said to give with ooc hand snd iaks
with the cdher, for studenis thes oo just plain fook with both hassds.

O sxmerne, They €an't Bgave [he dssie of focs alone forgver. Middsier of
Educarion Bl O Eeefe has announced 1kal be has been mandated by ithe

Cahingt —whe ano oby strasly o bil pecved shoul 1heur own 100per Gon pay
it — 80 brimg forwand prepersals o tutbion Kes

The f15¢ in the reglitration [ee @ lemposary easung, Ba indsgaled;
w1l helicve i revernal when we seo it

Maiuser O Ketde's propasals and suppasid 1o b ready ifi hi fex] o
1 sax gnoathi. for implemeniahon nexl Seplemiser, LS Educalion
DMeer Shane CUrCallaghan comimenled (hal, “thig soald funiber molads
sludints wha afe already om the mangine. Fapecting students 1 nay this
ireased regastrabon fecs aned a Dailspn [ee 18 undair o] wludinis scross
Irlaamad wiom't ksl fos 117

Child bensfil han long Bech exlgndgd io the ags of 1Y e thoss wha
reimained in Null-time sducation — bul & more:; bewars my firsl il sogond
year [ricals, (Bin may hing boea the ey caal y0ul parails passcd on le
v Ehat yoma spsind e The Losdps. NexE year the amoust recerved whll Ball
befure dhisappeanng allogetber 1m 2000

Speaking of the Lodges, vour Favinirie boltle of vimn will be poing up
by S, i 1ha udial eRcibe Suly ihireises. Ciganddbés and aled op by 30,
Iwsl this has been grocted by b certan amown of relicl among insokers.
after initzal Bears of a Bike between €1 20 and €2, oot remaani entouched,
#0 fead M Bor your ol of Fosters wivile ey of ow-alcohol bocm bas
boen kewered by SO per cenl

We woa pet oo hagghly dboul the figs and the booes - we keow
Théy'ré Tuxibiacs i ofes wi'ng B0t bid Koes 16 give ipon, bl dig ilsackof
thal came was b B2 phirease in the peice of petral. Neddel spics 0 us
That Bre wiid @ qucos Tom Easa all the way hack e Giniady roandabodl
aftg that [ annoureemenl: o mors devvieg o college Trom Elm Pask
then.

As we hemioan the riging costs of iving, goisg b college and going for
i icsandi, B leas] v kive 1he gianl Lo Keep s goang. i Wik, i, giaal
eheques are, o slways lase Beetter luck neat year

Minsiar for Financs Bras Lenilian récénily anssvancsd
1his yoar’s Bodgel
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Pete’s Pet Peeves

What really pisses me off are shops like Tesco, Aldi and Lidl. At first
glance these seem like nice, cheap places to shop — especially for students, *
and more especially in the wake of the recession enveloping the whole of

the consumerist-capitalist world.

Sure, it looks great to go in and get cheap food right now, but how are
you all going to feel about it when you’ve effectively put every butcher :
and every local farmer who sells fresh produce out of business? How are
you all going to feel when you can’t possibly find a cut of meat that’s either
Irish and/or tender enough to eat? If you want fresh and/or local vegetables :
from the dirt that you all know best, then go to the bleeding Milk Market
on a Saturday morning; go to the local market we have here at UL! There :
is no excuse for anyone. If you want fresh (good and decent) meat, then

go to one of many (struggling) local butchers.

As this economic crisis will inevitably worsen in the very near future
and lasting into the very distant future, it is high time we started looking
back within. Just because it’s a “global” economic crisis, doesn’t mean :
we can’t seize this as an opportunity to burgeon the local Midwest/Shannon

Region economy and empower ourselves and our choices locally.

This crisis can be safely blamed, not only on our feckless government
that has been producing short-sighted policies since the early 1990s, but
we can also see the problem squarely in the mirror when we, as individuals, :
look into it every single day. We’ve spent over a decade buying crap we
don’t need; cars and homes that we really don’t own. The Irish middle
class has been a decade-long delusion, and we’re starting to find out who :

really owns what.

We can seize this historical moment, however, and make it our very :
own. If we don’t, then we will likely see this region of this country decline :

into conditions not seen since the 1980s.

It is, however, necessarily going to involve people taking personal steps
of being conscientious about how and where they choose to shop. Tesco,
Aldi, and Lidl may seem the rational choice option in taking personal :
saving steps, but it can be even more potentially disastrous locally than

anything.

This crisis should serve us as a lesson that “cheap and easy” ain’t always
the best long term option. By shopping at these cold, heartless and cheap
facilities, we’re only enabling the further destruction of the local economy. :
Moral of the story: there are other options. You can catch more flies with
honey, and you won’t find much local honey in Tesco, Aldi or Lidl. You

shouldn’t have to use eBay to buy and trade with your neighbours!

Members of I Spy’s intrepid crack

troops set off on our travels this
. week. Armed with just our lack of
common sense, fourteen glow-in-
: the-dark condoms and a Snow White
costume, we set off for Bristol. Our
mission was to drink irresponsibly,
. check out the local sights and give
our friend a good send off before
. his impending death — or marriage
as it’s known. Yes, folks, it was a
stag weekend!

We know the point of this article

is to compare things, so we decided
. to go head-to-head on a weekend
in Ireland versus one in Bristol. Oh
where to begin: drink. While you
¢ only get 80 pence for your euro in
England, you get a lot more for that

.+ 80 pence than you would for said

© euro. We hit the pubs on the main

strip along the canal bank. It looked
like the common tourist trap at first,

. akind of Temple Bar of sorts, where
. Twasrecently relieved of €16.90 for
a vodka and coke and pint of
. Heineken. What I found was the
horrible realisation that everyone
: gets when they leave this country:

we are being fecked over big
style.
Nowhere in Bristol would you

pay more than £3.00 for a bottle of
beer, even in the classiest clubs and
fashionable bars. In a regular bar,
abottle came in around £2.10 which
is about €2.55; the pints were suitably
priced at £3.00 and the shots for
£2.50. After a feed of cheap drink,
we were bound for the club. We
decided to hit what the internet
termed “the hangout place for
Bristol’s young and fashionable”,
so it was a bit surprise when our
group of neither young or fashionable
scruff monkeys gained entry!

As I approached the door I dreaded
the impending £20 levy, only to find
they were only charging £5, on a
Friday night. Here in Limerick you
would have to part with €12.00 in
Angel Lane for the same pleasure;
madness. When it comes to beer
and clubbing, advantage Bristol.

This same value couldn’t extend
to everything I thought. Especially
because our alcohol taxes are so
high, so I went in search of food.

Anyone knows that as soon as you
set foot in any restaurant or pub in
Ireland you will be parting with
€20-€30 at least. Yet for just £6.00
we got a burger and a beer in an
Eddie Rocket’s type place. On the
second night we went more upmarket
and ate in a bistro. Here, I had a
pasta dish and two bottles of some
Italian shite for £13. Yet again,
advantage Bristol.

All of us on tour agreed that the
women of Bristol were good looking
girls too. I won’t comment on
whether they were cheap or not—I’'m
not that kinda guy! — but they were
friendly and liked our accents which
encouraged us to give them a bit of
the auld Blarney. For the girls, 1
can’t really talk about how fit the
men were because I was too busy
looking at the women. I did notice
anumber of fun gay bars though so
you do have options in Bristol
whatever your inclination.

Flights to Bristol cost €40, and |
managed to spend the €400 my
mother and brother lent me for the
weekend. But it was all worth it and

Inever felt like I was getting ripped
off.

One of our group was not so wise
with his money. As is custom on a
stag we did, of course, end up in a
lap dancing club. Dances were £15
(or so I was told!). For the
aforementioned member of the group
a dance was simply not enough so
he decided to commit £50 to spank
the dancer 10 times, that’s €7 per
spank, people. I don’t know how
much it is spank a male or female
here but I Spy advises students not
to spend money in this frivolous
way!

As we alighted from the plane in
Shannon we decided that a few
softeners in Bunratty would go down
well. Having never visited Nelly’s
before it was a really cool spot. Just
as I was set to settle down for the
evening I bought a round for the
lads at which I was shocked and
appalled. €5.50 for a pint bottle! I
nearly got back on the feckin’ plane.
I Spy is moving to Bristol!
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Perhaps it’s a reflection on the
impact of three months in the job
on the Breenie, but I just can’t be
as nasty as she wants me to be. The
problem isn’t the SU - not that they
don’t have problems to discuss —
dodgy business at the AGM for
example (see below), but I have a
confession to make first.

My point in the first week was
that the SU is not capable of telling
the students that they’ve done
something wrong as a result of the
editor being a member of the
executive. This was a technical
point - in fact, an entirely theoretical
one. The point of this column was
to point out the ways in which the
SU was failing in its task to represent
the students, thus giving the paper
some credibility from a journalistic
and democratic standpoint. Without
some form of ‘opposition’ or critical
voice, those in power become lazy
and content to do nothing. All a
question of democracy really.

The reason this democratic
criticism of the SU is a theoretical
one is that this problem only matters
in theory - not practice. It only
matters if people care, and in
practice people don’t care. A story
from the last issue and the fate of
the AGM held two weeks ago shed
light on this point.

Firstly, a disgruntled, by the
looks of things rather sensitive,
and probably either usurped or
mistreated student wrote about

what he or she (just for the record
I’'m guessing a girl) saw as the
development of undemocratic
practices in certain Clubs and
Socs.

So the world of Clubs and Socs
is falling apart and all is wrong
with the world. As a result of?
Wasting students money?? Holding
orgies in the common room? No
- not holding fair and open elections.
Forgive me while I get a tissue, I'm
beginning to well up.

I realised at that point - reading
that interesting, but nonetheless
pointless, article that I had been
harping on about democracy without
realising that people only care about
democracy when it suits them. No
doubt had that disgruntled/snubbed
C&S individual not been snubbed,
we wouldn’t have seen such self-
righteous stuff in the last issue. .

Not only does this article, with
all its emotive and earnest references
to bullying and exclusion show that
the writer was up to her neck in
these societies and feels very hard
done by, but also that outside of
the world of C&S this story were
like tears in the rain. Clubs and
Socs run dodgy elections? Really?
Tell me something I didn’t know,
or at least something I think I don‘t
know. Common "knowledge’. For
all their talk of constitutions and
standing orders etc, these
organisations are not democracies
- in fact, if they were to run like

democracies, pure ones, they would
likely never get anything done.

The average student is probably
a member of a number of societies,
active in perhaps one. As long as
events are organised and run
vaguely properly, no one really
cares who’s who and whether they
were elected fairly or by coup. The
Exclusion Soc story will be forgotten
in a few weeks and has already
been forgotten by the vast majority
of readers. They don’t care how the
student institutions work as long
as they don’t fuck up.

Speaking of which, the low
(Quorate? Pull the other one!!)
attendance at the AGM on October
8th is surely a reflection of the good
job the SU is doing - that is to say,
not achieving anything other than
the right to boast that they haven’t
done anything particularly wrong
yet. One could ask what have the
executive achieved at this stage but
that would be to assume that the
SU executive is genuinely capable
of achieving something other than
cosmetic change, and they did sort
of run on a campaign that hinted
more of the same, except better.
Hooray for Irish politics!!

The passing of the motions to
spell check the constitution, change
the PPO’s title to Communications
Officer and the other relatively
unimportant changes were made
through a technicality. When asked
was the meeting deemed quorate,

no one opposed it — not really in
the spirit of the law I would have
thought.

Ok lots of people passed through
the canteen, but come on, are they
really attending the AGM? Anyone
eating their lunch in there minding
their own business, all of a sudden
became an attendee. What sleight
of hand! What treachery! Well,
actually not.

Perhaps a different question.
What’s the point? If it doesn’t affect

anyone, and it makes the SU run
ever so slightly better, then is it not
a good thing? They can’t make
people attend, you can’t make
people go to the protests, you can’t
make people vote. The idea that
you can make a horse drink water
just by trying to be a bit more
encouraging is wrongheaded. Exec
can’t perform miracles and to expect
them to stop fees returning without
the help of their constituents is
ridiculous (although the entire

protests are pointless considering
the mess the economy is in.).

I’'m beginning to understand that
reference to democracy in these
institutions is a myth and trying to
understand them based on an ideal
of democracy is always going to
make the SU look bad. Democracy
is amyth and they should be judged
only on their performance. God is
dead and we killed him. Finally, a
breakthrough. Dr. Philo (see pULse)
would be proud.

29 September 2008

I'm back in UL! What follows is a little UL-based. But when on Co-Op,
you tend to miss the place like Brian Cowan misses his life as it was before
he became Taoiseach. And now that I'm here, far from being asked how
Co-Op is going, I'm getting asked about this Co-Op diary.

The big question is whether the noisy, sex-mad neighbours above us are
real. Yes, the story is true. They’re as real as Sarkozy’s Lisbon lust. However,
their lust is for each other and since they’re Polish, it may possibly never
extend to the treaty. The good news is this; I've noticed the neighbours
are quieter lately. I put this down to the kitchen brush; a handy tool which
not only cleans the floor, but extends to the ceiling and makes a satisfyingly
loud bang on speedy contact with the plaster.

Some have asked whether I'm telling porkies. Well... I kid you not. The
majority of the stories herein are true. Of course, some are lightly coloured
with a dash of exaggeration. I don’t usually lie but I occasionally enjoy
being economical with the truth. Like the Sun, but without the libel.

30 September 2008

Were you at the Saw Doctors? Are you one of those who had an
umbrella with you? Think you’re smart don’t you? Think you’ve got
some rock-concert pizzazz? Yeah.. Well.. I was standing behind one of
you. Couldn’t see a thing. Nice Wellington boots by the way. Leopard
skin? You know who you are!

1 October 2008

On my return to the campus I heard a rumour that Education Minister
Batt O’Keefe made SU President Pa O’Brien so mad that he made a speech
at the Stables in Week 1, which was stirring enough to make all of you
roar loud enough to give the local residents cause to complain. By following
a not-so-logical but gratifyingly conclusive chain of causation, it was

O‘Keefe then, who annoyed the local residents. Keep it up guys!

2 October 2008

Back at work. Yay. My enthusiasm knows no bounds.

6 October 2008

I know we’re all feeling the pinch, but living in Dublin is really
expensive. I earn about 00350 a week. Once you take rent, food, refuse
collection, ESB, travel, dry cleaning and unforeseeables out of that,
you’re not left with much more than the payslip and some pocket change.
I do recognise that Co-Op is a serious bonus to have on graduation. I
understand that its merits extend far beyond its pitfalls, such as long
hours, low pay and placement length. And I also recognise there are
students not getting paid at all (an activity that I vehemently oppose and
hold as exceedingly exploitative and unfair.) But I do argue that Co-Op
students are not stupid, that they can be and are given relevant work
which carries high responsibility and finally, that the work they do is
often of a high standard and profitability to the employer. It is only fair
that the work our salaries should reflect the work we do.

9 October 2008

I'met a classmate of mine for lunch today. She works at a leading Dublin
law firm. To cut to the chase, she told me she’d been asked by a senior partner
to mop up a leak coming from one of the toilets. I realise my 6 October
entry discusses the merits of Co-Op. But when some snob with a six figure
salary, and a couple of years’ partner status has the audacity to start ordering
educated students half way through a degree to clean the toilets, I begin to
question the integrity of my argument. This Partner’s hot headed ego is so
big you could slap Virgin on the side of it and send it around the world. I'd
name and shame, only the previous sentence is libellous.

A Fresh Approach

Jason Kennedy

Diary of a First Year

I'live in one loved-up house. After seeing my brother and sister’s college

- houses years ago, I thought that communication between co-habitants was
. constricted to the likes of “Any idea where the cheese grater is?”, but the
. last month of living on-campus has proved me wrong.

Not only do we watch Father Ted and films together, but we share our

food, we already wormed our way into each other’s bebo top friends, as
- well as all sorts of quirky madness that I’d be slaughtered for writing here,
like one housemate’s penchant for interesting headgear and kinky gloves
. and the needy girls’ cuddles before bedtime. Even given my roomies eccentric
nature [ wouldn’t swap any of them, despite the fact that one of them left a
bruise on my leg from whipping me with a damp tea towel.

The only thing I don’t like about Cappavilla is the irritating streetlights.

They’re left on all night and must wind up every other resident facing the
: main pathway. It wouldn’t be so bad if the curtains weren’t wafer thin,
allowing every ray of yellow light to filter through. Still, it’s just a minor
annoyance when I think of the brilliant time I’'m having here. Even the week
- five house inspection was surprisingly easy, granted we weren’t told that
beforehand. We had the place spotless; the bedrooms were immaculate, the
. sinks and toilets were gleaming, the normally overflowing bins were emptied
and all the plates and cutlery weren’t piled on top of the draining board.
: Still, it was only the oven and freezer that got (briefly) glanced at. At least
the contract cleaners will not be in our house — for now anyway.

Back on the whole educational side of things, I'm still loving my course,

. despite the fact that assignments are being thrown at us left, right and centre.
For the first time since I got here, I'm actually feeling the work level pile
. up, but at least they’re all interesting. Even though shorthand is difficult, I
still find it fascinating; needlessly complicated, but fascinating.

Our class did have a great bonding moment on Tuesday of week five, at

the expense of poor Karl Spain. The man just wanted to relax after his
comedy gig in the Stables, but typical journalists just couldn’t leave him
. be. I could clearly see the irritated look he was shooting the lot of us, as we
all crowded around him for a few pictures and a chat.

I still can’t believe that I’'m here six weeks already. The time is flying,

yet it feels like I’ve been here for months. Still, I can’t imagine living
: anywhere else.
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A Little Insight
into Election ‘08

Paul Bellew

Most Irish children grow up
dreaming of scoring the winning
goal in a World Cup or an All-Ireland
final. Others have ambitions to
become rock stars and movie icons
while the odd few retain the elusive
hope of becoming an astronaut. Not
so for Mark Little.

From a young age he has been
consumed and fascinated by politics.
“I love politics; international
correspondence is what I always
wanted to do; it’s addictive; it’s a
bug. You never get rid of it; this is
my Olympics.” Possessing a particular
passion for American politics, Little
spent six years in his dream role as
RTE’s Washington Correspondent.
Now that he is back working in
Ireland this has actually allowed him
to do more in-depth work on America
than when he was actually based
there.

It soon becomes apparent that
Little’s interest and knowledge of
America far exceeds the superficial
level one might expect of a journalist
passing through. He is eager to
discuss the monumental social
changes that are occurring throughout
the United States, something we
cannot grasp from our television
screens Or newspaper reports.
America is changing and this election
is the first signal to the outside world
that this is so.

If one was to consider this
particular election as similar to those
of the recent past, a few minutes in
Little’s company soon dispels such
thoughts.

He speaks of a “moment of history”
that will possibly result in a
revolutionary realignment of
American politics. The mass

migration within the US from the
decaying cities of the Mid-West to
the South and West of the country
and the effects it will have are the
real issues that are worth discussing
and the impact it is having on this
election. He believes that Barack
Obama’s is the
manifestation of this change that is
occurring throughout the US.
When suggesting that many Irish
people have an unhealthy obsession

candidacy

with American politics especially
come election time, Little offers a
balanced response. It is, he says,
“car crash TV” and that while this
fear and fascination on a superficial
level may be unhealthy, we are
inextricably affected by the outcomes
of November 4 and therefore have
a duty to pay attention to this
election.

“If we do not understand America
we are doomed, it affects the price
of my mortgage, the petrol I put in
my car, the peace of the world
depends on America”.

Who then does he believe is best
equipped to handle such
challenges?

Beginning with John McCain,
Little speaks fondly of his meetings
with the Arizona Senator and of his
admiration for his character especially
for what he endured as a POW in
Vietnam. He believes McCain
remains marked by the South
Carolina Primary campaign against
George W. Bush in 2000 where he
fell victim to malicious campaigning
by the Bush team.

To a lesser extent than Obama,
McCain’s selection as the Republican
nominee is another symptom of
change in America. Like Obama he
appeals to Republicans who want to
end politics as we know it.

Name: David Studer

Course: MA in Peace & Development
Studies

Obama or McCain? Obama.

Why? ‘Cos a vote for McCain is a

vote for global security!

“Bipartisanship is not an empty
slogan, both of these guys’ careers
are founded upon this. I still believe
that’s what drives McCain.”

In that sense they are the ‘dream
ticket’.

However despite his maverick
persona, Little believes McCain
remains the “fear of change”
candidate. This is in part due to the
hijacking of his campaign by the
Republican base that is largely anti-
McCain. His faltering on the economy
at this critical point is an obvious
weakness that may well decide this
election.

What then of his selection of Sarah
Palin as his Vice-Presidential
candidate? Little attributes this
decision to two defining factors.
Firstly, she was expected to pick up
the female ‘Hillary Democrats’ who
weren’t convinced by Obama, of
which there were many.

Secondly, he wanted someone on
the right wing of the party to shore
up the Republican base so to allow
him move to the moderate middle
ground in an effort to appeal to
independent voters.

While acknowledging that it was
“a gamble that could have paid oft”,
the timing of the global financial
crisis has not only made Palin
ineffective, she has become a liability.
It is, he argues, the “watershed
moment” of this campaign.

In contrast, Barack Obama played
safe with Joe Biden. Little has been
hugely impressed by Obama’s
performances since the beginning
of the Democratic Primaries last
January. Despite the fanfare that has
surrounded his candidacy, he believes
Obama himself has stopped short
of embracing the drama that has
engulfed his supporters.

Indeed, he says the slogan that
may well define his campaign is “no
drama Obama” and that his own
decisive, calm and methodical
demeanour has struck a chord with
many voters who may have been put
off by the fanfare that has surrounded
him. However, he remains a big risk
for many.

When we discussed Obama
overlooking Hillary Clinton for the
Vice Presidential nomination, Little
attributed it to the failures of her
own campaign rather than personal
relations between the two. She ran
a badly organised campaign,
overspent budgets and had warring
factions within her team. This was
in sharp contrast to Obama.

Also, Hillary Clinton was overly
aggressive in playing to “the tribal
aspect of politics™; the very politics
Little argues that Americans are
increasingly turning away from. He
cites these as more influential factors
than personality differences in
Obama not selecting Hillary Clinton
as Vice Presidential nominee.

In the event of Obama winning
this election I asked him what this
would mean for American foreign
policy. Little warns not to expect a
revolution in American foreign policy
but a move towards multilateralism
and a reluctance to become involved
in military actions around the world.
He believes the American people on
the whole do not want to be involved
in the world. The idea of an American
empire is to “fundamentally
misunderstand the American people;
they don’t want to be in Kabul or
Baghdad”. The only area that may
witness radical change is in
environmental policy and the Obama/
Biden plans for climate change.

Moving on to the impact of the

| oY1t I-H Watching the

RTE’s Prime Time correspondent Mark Little on the US Presidential

Election 2008 (photo by Yann Ryan)

elections outcome here at home,
Little is sceptical of the view that a
McCain Presidency would be of
more benefit to Ireland. Agreeing
that McCain has been active in
initiating an Immigration Reform
Bill and has established close links
with Irish-American activists in
doing so, he shares Obama’s view
that such legislation cannot possibly
make a special case for the Irish at
the expense of other nationalities or
ethnic groups.

Of more pressing concern to
Ireland is the stated aim of both
Obama and McCain to bring
American multinational companies
and jobs home with Ireland being
identified as a major loser should
such an ambitious plan be successful.
He highlights how McCain has
referred specifically to the Irish
corporation tax level as threat to
American jobs. He sees little to
distinguish between the two in their
dealings with Ireland.

Referring to the Bush era, Little
argues that his legacy may well be
the “killing off of the Reagan legacy”,

Name: Orla Doyle

Course: Financial Services

Obama or McCain? Don’t care.

Why? It’s going on too long at this

stage; I just can’t wait until it’s

OVer.

of the free market and less regulation
which served America well to a
point.

The Bush era, he believes,
fundamentally misunderstood the
change occurring in America and
in a globalised world and managed
it badly. S

o who will take the White House
and what are the chances of a
meaningful revolution in American
politics?

“Watch Virginia and North
Carolina; if they go over to Obama
we are witnessing the realignment
of American politics. It’s Obama’s
to lose with a potential for a landslide
but there’s an imponderable there.

“While the overt racism is
overstated, there remains a fear of
the other. Obama has managed to
lose a few percentage points towards
the very end of most primary
campaigns. The key issue is whether
the youth vote and the black vote
come out for him. Again, it is his to
lose, but I won’t make confident
predictions regarding November
47
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hite House: US Elections ‘08’

The US Presidential
Election: why it
matters.

With the exception of the recent
economic troubles, the twists and
turns of the US presidential race
have dominated our headlines in
Ireland. As a nation we see ourselves
as having a special relationship with
the USA; they are our cousins across
the Atlantic, both figuratively and
literally with the New World being
the destination of choice of many
of Ireland’s emigrants down through
the years. But nostalgia apart, why
should we in Ireland care who is in
the White House?

The US has seen its reputation
soiled in recent years. With several
military debacles in the past two
decades, much of the world now
resents American preponderance
as the sole super power since the
fall of the Soviet Union and its
foreign policies are seen to have
exacerbated relations with the
Islamic world. More recently, the
banking crisis has been blamed on
Wall Street and the American
financial system.

However, despite all this, America
still stands as the guarantor of
democracy and human rights. The
EU has grown steadily as a world
player but it still has many internal
divisions to resolve before it can
take on such a mantel. China may
have liberalised economically, but
its human rights record is still
appalling; Brazil and India are well
on their way to one day joining the
great powers but that journey is far
from assured as their neighbours
may yet sink such ambitions; Russia
has yet to be fully rehabilitated as
a world power and still turns to
Soviet-style solutions when it suits.
So against this climate, the US is
still the safest horse to bet on.

When we look at the candidates
themselves, here too it is important

Eric Doyle

for Irish people to sit up and pay
attention. Ireland and the US have
very strong economic links, many
of our multinationals are US and
whoever becomes President will
affect our economic situation as
much as it will affect that of the US
or even the world for that matter.

Both Republican and Democratic
candidates are keen to make a break
with the previous administration.
However, we must be conscious that
each comes with a set of specific
values and ideas which will have
consequences for our little Island,
in particular with regard the current
global finance problems.

Economics aside, climate change
and international terrorism and
crime, drugs and emigration are
just some of the areas where the US
is still the world leader.

In particular, with regard climate
change, the US is one of the major
polluters and the policies of the next
President are going to have enormous
consequences for carbon reduction

Name: Michael Burke

Course:

MA in European

Integration
Obama or McCain? Obama.
Why? Sarah Palin — she’s Obama’s

best campaigner.

and the development of newer,
cleaner energy technologies. In
terms of security, the war in
Afghanistan and Iraq regardless of
its motivations has to be fought and
won, not just for the security of the
region but for the credibility of our
democratic values.

In fact, in most areas, the US is
still the best placed to lead. The
previous administration has done a
lot to undermine this. The Bush era
saw the polarization of US politics
domestically and of attitudes towards
the US internationally, and the next
President will have a difficult job
undoing that damage.

But in spite of this, nobody else
can — or should be allowed to —lead.
As far as super powers go, the US
is not the worse, and whoever takes
over the top job is going to probably
be an improvement.

For us here in Ireland we are but
spectators, yet considering what’s
at stake we would be foolish to stop
paying attention.

Kieran Costello

Katie Berry spent the Autumn
semester of 2006 in UL, studying
international business and Irish music.
A 2008 graduate, the Iowa-native
decided to get involved with the Obama
campaign, as campus organiser at the
University of Saint Thomas (UST),
in Minneapolis-St.Paul, Minnesota.

When did you decide to become
involved with the Obama campaign,
and for what reasons? What exactly
is your job?

I’'m working as campus organizer
who recruits college students to knock
on doors and make phone calls in
support of the campaign. I've been
involved canvassing neighbourhoods.
The actual campus organizers working
at UST are about 8-10 people in any
given week, each working 15 hours
a week.

I'became interested in the campaign
during the fall of 2007 while
researching the Obama campaign for
a Rhetorical Criticism class. I was
trying to decide which candidate to
support during the lowa Democratic
Caucuses and examined Obama’s
proposed policies and Senate
initiatives. I became involved in the
campaign and decided to support him
because I was impressed with his
commitment to making college more
affordable for students.

I also had the opportunity to meet
Obama and converse with him about
the financial struggles of college
students. He talked with me about his
plan and I was convinced that he

genuinely cared about making college
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atfordable for students.

Lastly, I became involved because
I believe that the power of grassroots
politics is with people on the ground
talking about why Obama is the change
that America needs. I think that if
you do not like the direction that the
country is headed, then it is your duty
to work to change that direction. I
feel a great sense of hope and
excitement knowing that my work
could improve the lives of millions
of Americans.

Why is Obama best suited to the

Jjob as next President of the United

States of America? What can we
expect from an Obama presidency?

Obama is best suited to the job for
a number of reasons. First off, he
emphasizes diplomacy and
collaboration with other nations and
understands the importance of
repairing the international relationships
that have become fractured under
Bush’s presidency.

Regarding the unpopular war in
Iraq, Obama wants to work with other
members of the UN to support the
various levels of the Iraqi government
and encourage Iraqi stability and
uphold the new constitution. Obama
says he can get “most” U.S. troops
out of Iraq within his first 16 months
(2010) while McCain has said that he
will continue to fund the war for as
long as it takes to get the job done.

Obama wants to help fix America’s
suffering economy and aid working
class families by providing tax cuts
for middle class families and repealing
the Bush tax cuts that have caused the
budget deficit to be at an all-time

W
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record high.

He also wants to keep jobs in
America by ending the tax breaks for
companies that send jobs overseas
and reducing unemployment in
America by creating new green jobs
in America which will reduce
America’s dependence on foreign oil
by supporting new research and
exploration into natural resources.

Obama has also committed to
supporting UN global anti-poverty
initiatives and working to end genocide
around the world especially in Darfur.
He has spoken out against human
rights infractions around the world
especially in areas such as Tibet and
China.

How would you counter accusations
that Obama is too inexperienced for
the role?

While people may question his
inexperience, he has served two terms
as a state senator in Illinois and is
currently in his first term as a US
senator. While in the Senate, Obama
has held assignments on the Senate
Committees for Foreign Relations,
Environment and Public Works and
Veterans® Affairs.

In January 2007, he left the
Environment and Public Works
committee and took additional
assignments with Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions and Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.
He also became Chairman of the
Senate’s subcommittee on European
Affairs.

As amember of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, Obama has
made official trips to Eastern Europe,
the Middle East, Central Asia and
Africa. He has also co-created
legislation in the Senate with his fellow
Illinois senator Dick Durbin.

What could Ireland expect from
an Obama presidency?

The Irish and American economies
are so closely tied together and Obama
seems to understand this. I think both
will be better off economically if
Obama s elected. He has already met
the Taoiseach and is eager to rebuild
diplomatic relations with Ireland and
collaborate on human rights issues
and anti-poverty initiatives.
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Student Speak

As were now drowning in the depths of a recession,
apparently, Eamon Heavey asks UL what their
top money-saving tips are.

3" Year Music Media &
Performance Technology Wipe
with both sides.

Kelly O’Brien
2" Year New Media & English
Steal food off him...

Daniel Lane and Barry
John O’Connor

3 Year Law & Accounting

Don’t buy books!

Ciaran Cronin
1** Year Materials Technology and
Engineering Wearing your undies four times
—normal way, back-to-front, inside out
and inside out back-to-front.

Kevin Cronin
Chris Kelly MA in Journalism
2" Year Law & European A big bag of grain at the start of
Studies
Quit smoking.

the year and one scoop per day
for gruel.

James Kavanagh
2 Year Biomedical and Advanced
Materials Go to the offy

Ruan Dillon
McLoughlin
4™ Year ConstructionManagement
Investing in Java’s

Jody Wallace
I** Year Nursing
Avoid the sales!

Kieran Moynihan
2" Year Sports Science
Drink vodka, not beer.
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The Advice Bureau

The Mature Student Office

With the support of the Mature Student officer, Noreen Coveney
O’Beirne and the staff of the mature student office (MSO), which
includes Katherine Martin, administrator and Gerry Golding, Peer
Mentor Coordinator, thousands of mature students have successfully
obtained degrees, diplomas and certificates from UL. There are currently
600 mature students studying here.

The MSO is located in room number DM034 in the main building.
The invaluable services they provide for the population over-23s in
UL include basic computer skills, study and writing Skills sessions,
essay writing techniques as well as tuition from the maths, science and
information and communication technology learning centres. Career
guidance is also arranged through the Careers division for those
requesting it.

The staff of the MSO recognises that many prospective mature
students, some of them may have been away from formal study for a
long period of time, may be apprehensive about making a lifestyle
change to that of mature student and as such they have two programmes,
the Pre-degree Induction programme and the pre-degree access course,

Good day students of UL. After
three weeks of crutches and no
Lodging, I'm sure life can’t get
any better or worse. Honestly,
though, I never again want to be
so incapacitated again so I've
decided that the next time I'm
faced with a skydiving dilemma
I'm going to just plough straight
into the ground and let the nurses
look after me for six months...I'm
joking.

These things have impacted on every aspect of my life though. Taxis
everywhere; can’t have a proper night out and even the other day when :
I decided that getting my lunch as takeaway at the Stables I forgot my
inability to carry items across the courtyard. On that note I want to thank :
the smiling blonde fourth year business student that helped me out of

that predicament!

Did I mention that I've also fallen at every major event we’ve had in :

the last month, and all due to crutches!

Speaking of nights out, here’s where this piece turns into more of a :
diary entry than a sophisticated piece of writing. Lately, now I don’t
know if it’s my age starting to show or what but instead of going out to
the Sin Bin and Molly’s, having a few drinks and falling home — no pun :

- Advantages

and then heading home at a reasonable hour. Couple that with me not Glyde dams come in four different fragrances, they are colour coded:

having played the Playstation in over a month and the signs are clear: I Violet = Blueberry, Brown = Chocolate, Pink = Strawberry and White /

intended — I’ve found myself going to gigs, having a few drinks socially

is taking this career move way too seriously!

discussion for here.

Moving on, work wise I've been busy all the time with gigs, discipline «  Glyde dams act as a barrier to bodily fluids, they help reduce STI

stuff, trying to round up sponsors and of course fees protesting.

But I have to ask a question of the readers of this paper, where is the
student machine. Really folks, the students of UL alone could bring «  They are long enough to cover both the vagina and anus at the same
Limerick to a grinding halt all by themselves, yet we’ve not yet reached :

full potential in terms of numbers at events; hoping to see an improvement :

as the threat of fees becomes even more real.

Looking ahead we’ve got the Halloween Ball and hallo week, need I «  Dental dams are very easy to use

say more.
As ever check out this edition for details on the NiteLink, SafeCab

around my office like flies.

On a final note did ye all see page seven of a certain paper a few weeks

ago. How controversial was that eh...all those special offers on sweets : They can easily fold back on themselves bringing the user into

in the supermarkets!

“If Milty Mingleton can shove himself into that weenie bikini, then «  Oil-based lubes and lotions can degrade the latex and decrease the

you don’t need to be shy about making your donations to the swim

team.”

designed to support mature students even before they begin their
undergraduate here in UL.

This year the MSO are also rolling out a new peer mentoring support
programme designed to help students with the transition to university
by linking incoming first year students with matures already in the
system. Those looking to become a mentor or a mentee should contact
Gerard.golding@ul.ie.

The UL Mature Student Officer, Noreen Coveney O’Beirne was
herself a mature student in UL and as such she is all too aware of the
issues facing mature students; she has researched the needs and aspirations
of adult learners. She encourages all mature students to make contact
with her during your time in UL.

One of the best features of the MSO is their drop-in support sessions,
which run daily from 10.30am tol12.30pm, Monday to Friday. Appointments
to meet with any of the staff members may also be arranged outside of
these hours. The MSO prides itself on supporting students through their
transition to university and during their time here in UL, so make good
use of their time and resources; Noreen and co are here for you!

Glyde Dam

Description

sexually transmitted infections.

Also called

Rubber dams, dams

How it Works

The Glyde Dam is oblong sheet of latex used to reduce the transmission

that contain bacteria and viruses.

: Clear = Vanilla.

I’ve also extended my scope of places to go but that’s not really a +  They are see-through when wet so you never have to worry about

not being able to view the fullness and openness of your partner.

transmission. (Many STTIs, such as herpes, genital warts and HIV,
can be transmitted through oral sex)

time making it easier to slip the tongue from one area to the next,
although the makers of the Glyde Dam do not recommend doing this
as germs can pass from anus to vagina.

Drawbacks

and free Nokia Repair services just a few of the things that are buzzin’ «  Like every safe sex method glyde dams must be used correctly and

consistently in order to be effective.
e They are a little awkward to use in the beginning

contact with the very fluid they wish to avoid.

glyde dam’s effectiveness.

‘o Glyde dams are for one-time use only

Let’s talk about sex baby!

An Focal sex columnist Annie Glyde-Dammes

Lately I was having a chat with some lesbian friends of mine, who

. attempted to educate me in the ways of the world and tried to explain the
different categories of lesbian to me. I didn’t know that there existed
. multiple kinds of lesbian, but there you go. Sadly I didn’t come out of the
conversation with a significantly deeper understanding of the various
categories but I did start thinking about the obsession that everybody
- seems to have with categorising sexuality and sexual behaviour. The world
is just obsessed with giving everyone a box to fit into based on their sexual
preferences.

There’s a general opinion out there that if a guy kisses other guys on a

regular basis then he’s gay, or bisexual if there are a few girls thrown into
- the mix for good measure. For some reason it is either unacceptable or
unheard of for a guy to just enjoy the experience of kissing other guys
. without everybody feeling it necessary to catalogue or question or
comment.

It’s the almost the same for girls, except they get three categories — gay,

- straight or attention seeker. Sometimes, none of those labels are fair or
accurate. Sometimes you can just want to show affection for another
. person and this is the way you want to do it.

So why can’t two people of the same sex share a kiss without having

. the whole world bouncing up and down to pin a label on them? Why can’t
. these people be allowed to act out their curiosity or attraction to each

A barrier method that a male or female can use to prevent contracting = Other in the same way that two straight people are?

I know plenty of people who don’t classify themselves as bisexual

because they know that doing any more than kissing somebody of the
. same sex would make them feel uncomfortable, but they do enjoy sharing
* akiss every so often.

One of my best friends used to greet me, outside of school of course

with a kiss on the lips and we often held hands when the mood struck us,
particularly if one of us was upset. So did we get disapproving or curious

. . . . . . 9
of STIs during oral sex by acting as a barrier to vaginal and anal secretions : looks?

Yeah, of course, we regularly got the standard shouts and catcalls from

. multiple guys, mostly because they thought it was important for us to
know that they found the basic level of affection that we displayed very
arousing. That, and the fact that our behaviour caused their imaginations
. to go into overdrive.

Someone once asked the question: would the same guy approach a

heterosexual kissing couple and feel it necessary to inform them of how
- much of a turn on he found their embrace. I"d go with probably not because
he would more than likely receive a smack in the face.

Next time you feel the urge to comment, point, classify, mock or judge

—just don’t. You never know when you might be on the receiving end.
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The Advice Bureau

PSA Notes

The Postgraduate Students’
Association AGM will take place at
Ipm in the PSA Common Room on
Wednesday 22 October 2008 (Week
7) at Ipm. The meeting will elect the
new officers of the PSA executive
committee, outline budgets for the
coming year for the Association,
present accounts from previous years,
address motions and resolutions which
have been tabled as well as to address
any concerns or queries which have
been brought forward for discussion
by members of the Postgraduate
community on campus.

The positions of Deputy-President,
Treasurer, Publicity Officer, Events
Officer and Mary Immaculate
Representative are all vacant so
elections for these positions will take
place at the Meeting. The positions
are all voluntary positions and those
elected will have a responsibility to

ensure the development of the
Association. I would encourage
anybody who is contemplating
becoming visibly involved in the
Association to come along to the
meeting. Some of the other issues for
discussion at the meeting will be
Postgraduate Teaching and the
development of the working group
on teaching, payment for teaching,
the Postgraduate Charter and the
development of the Common Room
space.

The subject of the re-integration
of the Postgraduate Students’
Association into the UL Students
Union has once will be on the Agenda
for discussion. Last year a motion
was tabled and passed by the PSA to
re-integrate with the ULSU. It was
the opinion of some of my predecessors
and of past officers of the ULSU that
the implications of the split between

the two organisations were not wholly
thought out and the results have been
negative for the Association as the
PSA was established in order to fulfil
a representative and social role
necessary for postgraduate students
in the University but this hasn’t
necessarily been the case.

The primary problem with
separation from the ULSU has been
that the PSA President has become a
full time administrator which has
distorted the role of the President and
therefore the substance which is
necessary to fulfil this social
representative role has been affected.
The PSA President, is the sole
employee of the PSA, has the
responsibility of dealing with all
accounts for the Association including
the paying and declaring all taxes of
the PSA. These administrative tasks,
as well as the numerous other roles
that are expected of the President, are
extremely time consuming and require

training and expertise to perform,
tasks which the Secretary General
permanent staff of ULSU are trained
to and employed to do. In essence
they detract the President’s focus away
from their main job, which is the
representation of postgraduate students
on campus. Therefore, a reintegration
into the Students’ Union would reduce
this administrative burden considerably
and allow the President to focus on
a restructuring of the PSA so as to
ensure its main role is fulfilled.

The extent of responsibility on the
President of the Association is
immense and it is unrealistic to assume
that every PSA President will be an
accomplished manager and has the
skills to run an organisation. The PSA
President has little or no accountability,
is bound by very little employment
laws and does not even sign a contract
when they take office therefore if a
PSA President were to walk out of
the job it could leave the entire future

ULSU Nitelink
Timetable for Academic Year 2008/09

of the PSA in doubt. Although the
PSA is responsible to the University
for management of Postgraduate
capitation, the University has never
asked for an account of the money,
assuming, I believe, that the ULSU
acts as a watchdog in these matters.

The issues of transparency and
accountability tend to be at the
forefront of the debate in question.
In the current situation, the PSA
President is the sole person in control
of the capitation fee which is received
by the PSA each year. There are no
controls on what cheques are issued
and where money will be spent. The
President is the sole signatory on the
PSA chequebook which could very
easily allow for a mismanagement of
funds. The possibility of a breech of
PSA funds has been dealt with and
made more accountable in the past
year yet the level of accountability
which is portrayed is at the discretion
of the President. It is not in the interest
of the Postgraduate community for
so much power to be vested in one
person. Although in theory the PSA
executive and the college reps should
keep checks and controls on the
President, in reality this tends not to
be the case. In reality, the only body
that has been willing to regulate

financial matters in the PSA is the
Students Union, its Sabbatical Officers
and current and previous Secretary

Generals, which has been done in
recent times through various
agreements.

One of the primary fears of re-
integration with ULSU is the loss of
political autonomy for the Association
especially in the light of the failure
to have quorum at the ULSU AGM
and UGM last year. Therefore what
the PSA executive are proposing is
an agreement between the ULSU and
PSA executives in relation to the
overseeing of the finances of the PSA
which will require a minor
constitutional change of the PSA
constitution and no change of the
ULSU constitution. The proposed
agreement will be brought as an item
for discussion at the AGM. I would
urge you all to come to the meeting
and air your opinions as it is for the
good of the Association and for the
betterment of the future of the
Association.

Route A

Stop 1:
Stop 2:
Stop 3:
Stop 4:
Stop 5:
Stop 6:
Stop 7:
Stop 8:
Stop 9:

Stop 10:

Dromroe Village

Thomand Village
Cappavilla Village

Plassey Village
College Court

19:00, 20:30, 22:00,

Groody Student Village
Courtyard Student Village

Brookfield Hall
Parkview Hall

Park Mews (Kielys)

Returns to UL via Flag Pole Entrance

Route B 19:45, 21:15, 22:45,

Stop 1:
Stop 2:
Stop 3:
Stop 4:
Stop 5:
Stop 6:
Stop 7:
Stop 8:
Stop 9:

Kilmurry Village
Elm Park
Oaklawns
Kilmurry Lodge
Brierfield (Back of the Estate)
Woodhaven
Annacotty (Synotts)
Spar (Dublin Road Bus Stop)
Courtyard/Brookfield Roundabout

Returns to UL via East Gate entrance

Route C 23.30 Only

Route A+B Stops on Request
Drop off only
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...here’s a better one

€100 cash’

when you open and use your Student Account

Talk to Mike Moran, Sinead Barry or
Pat Egan our Customer Advisors at
Ulster Bank University of Limerick or
call 061 216260 for more information.

%% Ulster Bank
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Joy in the
‘Hood

Hi guys, my name is Paddy Rockett and I'm your Community Relations
Officer for the coming year. Basically, it’s my job to get you guys to grips
with the basics of residential life within your community, be you a

Cappavillian or an Oaklawnian chances are that there is someone somewhere

in your residence that will not be a fan of what (or who) ever you're

doing.

This is just a brief rundown of what’s hot and what’s not while you're
livin” it up at UL over the coming months.
Let’s kick off with some basic ‘dos and don’ts’ while you’re in the

‘hood:

“..This 1s just a brief
rundown of what’s
hot and what’s not
while you’re livin’ it
up at UL over the
coming months.”

The big issue

Okay guys, the biggest issue I gotta
tell you about is the fact that whether
you know it or not, it is, in fact, illegal
to walk around with an open naggin,
can, bottle of Bud...in fact, with any
open container that has acohol in it.
So, please, don’t do it.

If you’re going from one house
to another, wait ‘til you get there to
crack it open. With an increase in
Garda presence (particularly around
the Lodge, once a prime location
for the auld ‘crouching tiger hidden
naggin’), there comes an increase
in on the spot fines of 75 yo-yo’s
which is the equivalent of a few good
nights out for you well-deserving
students. Heightened Garda presence
will mean a clampdown on this type
of behaviour. So keep the classy in
Classytroy and keep the scotch on

the rocks at home.

Safety First

Safety

Recently there have been many
incidents of theft, breaking and
entering and assault around the
campus environs and this makes
baby Jesus cry. In all seriousness
guys we need to be extra vigilant
these days that means:
¢ Locking all doors and windows
¢ Making it look like you’re at

home even when you’re not
¢ Do not leave expensive items

on show for thieves to see
¢ Ensuring you have worked out

a security plan with your fellow

housemates

Also, when you're coming home
from college or from a night out, be
aware that it’s dark and scum who
carry out this type of activity love
the dark because it makes you
vulnerable. If you have to, the best
alternative is to walk home in groups
or there’s the free Nitelink bus
brought to you by the Students’
Union. It goes to all the on-campus
and off-campus accommodation and
it’s freeeeeeeeeee so you’ve no
excuse. The timetable for the routes
is printed in this, and every, edition
of An Focal so jump on. After a
night out, if you find yourself really
stuck, avail of the Safecab taxi
service provided by Plassey Cabs
(061 336 336) and get home safely.
Sign up for it in the Students’
Union.

Your safety is a key concern of
mine and the Students’ Union and
although this article is somewhat
light hearted I would hope that you

DO

rubbish... HPSS more than likely

]

“a few

the chance so don’t start them off — keep it quiet in the first place; no

one likes to make mammy angry.

purpose than to sound like a constipated sheep! .

take the precautions seriously and
never ever walk home alone —
particularly as the days are getting
shorter and darker earlier allowing
for these mo-fos to prey on you
guys!

So stay safe! And stay classy!

“..Your
safety 1s
a key
concern.”

Litter

As the ads say, it’s disgusting...
and so are the people doing it! Folks
of UL, littering is gone out of fashion.
Everyone knows it’s hip to recycle
and save the world and all that, but
if you can’t manage a Captain Planet
rescue, at least throw the Dominos
box in your wheelie bin and not out
your bedroom window onto the lawn.
Also, when your friends have
dispersed after your ‘few pints’ (see
above under Dos), be a dear and toss
the cans into the bin; the footpath
doesn’t need decorations — it’s not
Christmas yet. And remember the
litter police are around and you can
get fined.

Introduce yourself to those around you: they may have food! .
Keep your surroundings clean: you may find a student asleep in your

Have people over for a few pints: not pints of vodka, mind and I stress

Be aware that there are children living around you as well: they’re -
really tiny so look out for them and they will out-scream you given -

Implement a security plan with your housemates: there are things

outside of you’re house that want what’s inside you’re house! .
Be safe in your vehicle: there are other people around...they’re the

ones without the alloys and massive exhausts which serves no other

DON’T

Challenge or be abusive to those around you: they’ve gotta live here
too!
¢ Think any of the following will aid your neighbours

flower or grass growth:
- Dutch gold (or any other beverage)
vomit
urine (or any other type of bodily fluid) “what? looks like the flower’s
crying?”
¢ Think any sign from the surrounding area would look good in your
room: It won’t — and people need to know how to get to Killarney.
Have loud parties: and not expect a reaction from those around you.
Many of your neighbours actually got up before noon, worked a tough
day and are wrecked. They deserve some sleepy time.

Think people need to hear ‘Ireland’s Call at 4.30 in the morning: You're
Irish, rugby’s class and you have a wonderful singing voice; ‘nuff

said! And most have a family that are catching some Zzz’s.

¢ Give anyone any reason to complain be it naked hula competitions in
the front lawn or the fact that you think you could well beat Jimmy in

a pissing competition: “50 points if you hit the dog!”

Register today at the Students’ Union for
the Safe Cab initiative and never be stuck
on a night out. A safe way home - guaranteed
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Maguire’s

Mudbath

Mike Considine

Since we all returned to college,
just over a month ago, we have all
experienced the usual back to college
feelings and experiences. Be it a
whole new raft of first years, the by
now customary late night in the
Lodge, or trying to figure out exactly
why we signed up for that module,
that nobody seems to have a clue
about what’s going on in it. And for
your regular UL GAA person, you
can duly add in the appalling disgrace
that is Maguire’s football pitch.

For those of you unaware of this,
Maguire’s is the training field where
the very large bulk of college teams
train. On any regular day there could
be four or five GAA teams out on
it, along with the UL Vikings and
if you’re lucky, you may also have
the soccer teams out there, just for
good measure. When you consider
these facts, added in with the dreadful
summer that we have all just
experienced, you will then begin to
understand how poorly we have been

treated by the college as a whole.

student. Granted, we have a sports
. : . unfortunate.
arena of which we can rightly be :

roud. However, the standard of . .
p o X . - some water and a talk with coach Anne Logan, UL were rejuvenated and
training pitches which we have been : . . . L

. . oozing confidence, one nil down to Quinn’s at half time inspired the team
given really does tell us what the : .

. . * to push even harder to try and grab back an equaliser.
college thinks of our sporting :

bitions. F team to be : .
a'm ' I(f)ln;t, o hevery iim ) 0, ¢ . up even more in the second half for UL and there were chances on goal
given 8 IZILNE chafice ONTACPLAYIE - however they were not converted. UL’s mid-field trio of Sharon Carey,
field, they need, and deserve, to be :

training on pitches which can help :

to give them a fighting chance.

UL does not actively seek players
for sports scholarships, so already
we are at a disadvantage. That has
not stopped some of our teams from :
making significant impacts in their
competitions, but this has only been :
achieved through sheer will and
collective spirit. To achieve true
success these teams need to be
backed properly and it is the college’s
responsibility to do so. The mud :
bath that is Maguire’s must take first
. behind schedule and frighteningly
over budget. Lansdowne Road is
set for a similarly poor reputation.

priority.

Know skydiving, Know Life;
No skydiving, No Life!

Megan Maguir

Our very own editor, Aoife Breen,
took this statement into account when
she went skydiving for the first time
a couple of weeks ago and wrote an
amazingly descriptive article about
the buzz you get from it. Skydiving is
the most incredible thing you can do
in your life. The fear, the adrenaline
and how unstoppable you feel when
your feet touch the ground is beyond
belief. And now more and more
Skydive UL members are going to
know what I'm talking about.

Since the last issue of An Focal,
over 20 students have gone and did
their first jump course and are now
trained to jump out of planes. Just like
that! So, a big well done to those brave
youngsters. And every Wednesday
and every weekend we will be shipping
ourselves out to our local jump centre
looking for our high.

Skydive UL also has some pretty
exciting events coming up that you
don’t want to miss out on. On
Wednesday, 22 October, Skydive UL
and the Wind Surfers’ Club are getting
together and throwing a speed dating
night. So, if you're sick of going to
your average table quiz, if you’re
looking for love or just a laugh come
along and bring your friends. I
recommend attending this...Have you
seen how hot the Wind Surfers are!?!
I have a feeling this night is gonna be
a good one!!

Then, a clever Skydive UL member
came up with the idea of a ‘Rubix

to the party (Le. red shoes, greenpants, : of the newly-constructed stands

yellow shirt, etc) and you are not : can be seen from the terraces of
allowed leave the party till you are : the nearby Gaelic Grounds and
from the courtyard of King John’s
green shoes, green pants, green shirt, : Castle. Tourists often wonder what

etc.) Now, that’s a party I wanna be : the building is and we can now

wearing one complete colour (l.e.

at! Details about this party to be

Focal’, posters around the college, on
bebo and on our forum.

courses are still running so it is never ground’s revamp was to almost

too late to become a member and g0 : double its capacity to around
skydiving. Raffle tickets are also being

distributed to make the course even : tickets for much-anticipated games

cheaper for Skydive UL members : at the venue that a decision was

only. So try and get your hands on taken to accommodate hundreds

these. Our own Eimear Maloney got

gave it to Eimear. By then Eimear had

instead!!
Packing Classes have also begun.

itknocks off a few pounds off the price
too. Anyone interested contact
mmoore@skydiveul.org.

can be seen on www.skydiveul.bebo.

We look forward to hearing from you.
And if we don’t, see you in the sky!

© Thomond Park in Limerick was

© A much smaller ground, the
© building work was done and dusted
Romp’. Curious? You won’t be by the ahead of scheduled finishing time
end of the night! Basically, you have : and well within budget.

to wear all six colours of a rubix cube

enlighten them that it is the
followed. So keep a look out for ‘An : legendary Thomond Park, home
* to the fabled Munster rugby
¢ team.

Now, back to business. First jump

- of people that had been disappointed
her first jump course for less than : in the search for tickets so often
€100. Turned out her auntie won the * in the past. Not only can the stadium

main prize and didn’t want is so she :

been taken into the 21st century.
her jump already done, so she was : A 14,000-capacity ground does
credited with €280 of jumps : not do justice to the reigning
. Heineken Cup champions. When
Munster first won the competition
If you want to be certified, you must : in 2006, two ‘home’ games in the

know how to pack. Not only that but
at Lansdowne Road because the
: ERC deemed Thomond Park too
small for these matches.

If anyone needs more information -
e-mail: info@skydiveul.org Updates there was a Magner’s League game
between Munster and Glasgow on
comand on www.skydiveul.org/forum : 4 October. The atrocious weather
did not deter thousands of fans

. from getting a first inside look at

UL Hockey Club was back in action this weekend when they played

Harlequins from Cork at home, in what was always going to be a hard
. fought game against tough opposition.

Harlequins have been top of the table for the last few years however this

did not faze the UL side. The opening half was played at a fast pace and
packed with intensity as was expected.

The UL forwards of Laura Peters, Jane Quinlivin and Jen O’ Loughlin

The University of Limerick h © were making some great runs and found some open space making the
e University of Limerick has : . . .
L. Y . Quinn’s defence work hard. Some great tackles in the defence and mid-field
a reputation in Ireland and abroad, : R K R . K .

. i - held Harlequins off and it wasn’t until minutes from half time that Quinn’s
as being one of the top sporting : .
X K . penetrated the UL side.
campuses available to a prospective :

Goalkeeper Louise made some super saves and the opening goal was

The half time whistle was met with great relief from both sides and after

Some excellent passing between the mid-field and defence opened things

Liam Togher this new gleaming testament to

rugby’s astronomical growth in
the province. It has also managed
the perfect hybrid of maintaining
its proud tradition while moving
seamlessly into the modern era.

Wembley and Lansdowne Road
are national team venues that were
demolished in the last ten years.
The former has now been completed

while the latter is currently being This fantastic new arena is the

reconstructed. In Wembley’s case ideal setting for a team whose
the work was finished four years attributes are unique in world rugby.
What an occasion the Munster-New
Zealand game promises to be on
18 November. Thomond Park has

well and truly come of age.

. also redeveloped in recent times.

UL Hockey Club just lose out to Quinns

Fenagh Smith (Captain) and Carol Hickey were immense throughout
helping the defence break down the oncoming attack.

UL were unfortunate to give away a penalty corner in the last ten minutes
of play and Cliona Sergant slotted the ball into the goal.

Not to be disheartened UL picked themselves up again and continued
to press hard on the Quinn’s defence. Substitutes were made to keep
everybody’s legs fresh and UL were unfortunate not to find the Quinn’s
net.

The full time whistle blew and the final score was 2-0 in favour of the
away side. Harlequin’s is a team packed with experience with players such
as Eimear Creegan and Karen Baitman and a young relatively new UL
squad took them on showing great heart and fight.

UL were unlucky not to score in what was such a thrilling game but
they can walk away with their heads held high after a superb performance
so early into the season.

Team: Louise, Ellen, Nikki Sterrit, Eileen, Claire Mulcahy, Sharon
Carey, fenagh Smith (captain) Carol Hickey, Laura Peters, Jennifer
O’Loughlin, Jane Quinlivin, Jennifer Hyde, Grace Brennan, Doireann De
Paor, Lorraine

And what a sight it is! The roofs

The primary reason for the

26,000. Such was the demand for

hold many more fans, it has also

knockout rounds had to be played

The first official match played

Windrudiing

Wednesday 26th October

Free food and drinks afterwards
Details of foreign trip
Order your Windsurfing Hoodies
ulwc.committee@gmail.com

www.ul.ie/~winds

AGM
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Let’s make
the Euro go
further

I e 2000 "ok Cup in Giermany
was the foothalling equivalent of
liatening to o morcse il debale
awr thee Irish eooanamy, then Furo 2008
wenl 8 Ry oway reands resaoning
[aliby i L2 parree — o this writer &
lenst. Full of excting atiackisg
fonetall, the Spanish, Duich, Risadans
] Turks 1t up Essrope for o forinighn
and reeninded o of The glonous days
o Plaiied, Fowa pmd van Basien. The
Partuguess were disppoaming, the
Tl imres hul |, i Fremch o resdiful and
the Giermans downright lucky o
meke il 1o e final Crostis and 1he
Crech Republic were fruscratimgly
eliminated before they could mmuly
Bt mchasoe oo aline - and that brings
me b the kereel of this aricle.

The Eoropesn Champsonahigs,
quite simply, needs capunsion. The
Woarld Cuap has blossomed since
ballexming in XX teama, and wich the
Faropesn Unlon slone compraiing
IT member, surely the dme is night
0 cremie & inusna ment of 24 jeass.
Lasoic i e opumrics who fxled w
meke i 4o Ausiria snd Swireriand

= Sootland, Fogland. Delgium.
Frdand. Serhin, Mormay, Deamark
All of them are decent sides with
capacity for improvemen and did
nod deserve o be silting ol home
twidilling their thumbs whils the
baring Cireles and mind-bopglingly
bad Austrians strutted their stalf
before the eaper cyes of European
foothall fanx
The Repuhlic of Lretod, b, wosdi
beemsefil froem & larper amd longer
ournament. Had Sieve Staunion pat
testnoped vur chandes of gualificstion
with Bis ridiculoos selections and
imathilizy o mativate, we would have
celebrated the twentieth anniversary
of Kxy Hooghtoa's infamoas poal
apasmd the English im the stroets ol
virmma and Geoeva. Indead, we sai
ol hoipe, burning with envy os
Fernands Torees, Diwvid Vilka, Cesc
Fabregas and Marco Sesma powened
Sraim o wictory. W mmng mow wail
until 2002 befiore rebarning to the
i ol Eneopean Championships
1 can hoar the remins of Smokic’s

famnosrs wong afready”

Jhin i prciners

Wi have the players to affect o
iriamph in Eorope's premier
inizrnaticoal competitson = Glonn
Whelan ks shoveing his cssemtial
shrasive qualities, Adden MoCeeady
is a classy old-fashioned winger,
Robbie Krane iv approaching hin
jprimee, Shary Chivers i sfal L one of the
best goalkecpers in the Premier
Leagwe snd Richand Dunne is an
inspiring and Gauntless cenire-hald.
If ther inurnament were to e nflated,
we wimld be ohle i put iogether o
nan 1 i feast five prmes (assuming
gualification from our groopl,
improving all the lime and lesming
{romi our mdstakes over the coune
of the ramament. Thands o his
ninentiom o detail and belfief in band
work, Covanni Trapattoni has
mesioped m fecl-good facsor in [rish
woorer il evidernd simoe the innocend
and (cmdly-remembered sconching
idayn ol LISA "l Fve games ushenten
= i have rod iscowened our pride and
hamished the demom. of Eerr s
Staunion. Mo, i there was just some
way o elimimale Kevin Kilane.

UL DANGE!

University of Limerick Student Dance Cluh

sliowcase
Wednesday, 22 October

basement of foundation building

At 5, 6 and 7pm.

Come along to find out more

And sign up!

glasses include:
Break dancing

Hip Hop
Ballet
lazz + Tap

Contact Jenny @ 0857335302

Alar Ko e

Irisks foachall is looking wp, We
liave dn exporienced ndfagper al
I8t helm. nml there i% hoge 1hal we
may actually qualily for the next
Wiarkidl Cup. However, [ feel that
nll this posstaivaty will come Be
nothimg if Sicphen Ircland doos
mid coene back inbo the Trisk wei-
HP.

Wi second name i devasiatmgiy
imoni bodamse withow! hin, 1be
Irinkh bgurm % @ mon-snkily, The frsl
seoter ol & goal in Crole Padk and
the sawmour b San Manno, b has
tsmrmed his Back om [rish socoer and
D b Bomseal o can ke whers hes
comving Trom. He has hita purpie
palch with Manchester City an the
e axciting time i the cluhs
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Ireland needs Ireland

sty amd he wasts M focus solely
on melEiaining his place in the
fignd teans and winnkng troaphies,
Maimaiming his place shaoulda’
e o difficalty fue & player of hin
calibre. Por 21) che talk of the Semba
by Jooand Robinko, it was treland
wha 2 lesding (ke way ai thas early
wlage |5 the wensos, He received
ihe man of the much mward bn the
G-k drubbing of Forsmouth,
withnug sciually seorkng n goal,
Hie has exquisive vislon snd his
range of pasies (s phepoeseaal, He
woeed A sunang goal inthe defep
i L ivenpecad andd Bas Beh feceiving
permtae From ekl anples. Mark Hoghe
has heen quick 1o preise this
scndemy praduste, Mo less an
imnpartant walce in Irish snccer
than Eamson Dunply s wiinien

Another case of Nick

For thoss of wyv wha all covened
uif bl in dmif Bands on bews ol
Mick Falda’s appoiatméit §s Rydor
g emplaing, the fimen of Yalkally
reprrwstiled a sl vindicalion ol ohe
o lile’s Wit Kepd scciols- Mgk
Faldo gan’t iui o hath, lop sloss
Burcps g1 podlMe mosl presiupious
legsm everd

The catalogue of erioes e by
b e were W |y ool raoi] inary,
Frrotn the amisason ol Eerope’s mosl
lmfems player from Ric wikdcand
skt ko his overusg ol @ visibly
caluilatgd Padiaag Himrnglid and
ta ridicu lously kaving Bis stnomgesd
plavers 4o e bottomm ol ihe sisgles
mrdder witlle we trailled 97, the
Englishman sever-shikod Froem fully
dmplayiag hit odal incoempeteneg,
The epening blundes &l lemingg oul
Darmen Clarke was traly inexjicable
The Dezsgantos mnas his guperionss
from Byve preveous Kyder Cugs,
meluding the infamcess Brook]ins
evere when the Funopeas rmovunicird
wociferimd Amnersian lans, desened

i eredil Bactor indelerrningng Ths
et aid ol s daisimnikas [reem
Thivss iy et i WiallaFla (e EHine
il Bl hade Troms eapenencn. Uladks
i} vy I mapor Ednopean e
evenla an e rien wp b Valhalla
Therr i oo prieogden in the hindory
al tcam selediaos for jgnoding that
Typs of Korim and leids o Bl
that Falda had a hikdkdea apeénila in
oiniling Clasks

Hewgver ibe Faldo selection
wrmlegy must come ehler Turiber
serubiny duc 1 his comfesiion tha
Bt i g oo Pl L rigiie's
ipencr pandlinesang Fodkims pogs @ long,
tard s, He sdmiliod he negiced
the 1heve §lmes mmaps winner lalling
hack galoap four limes on s (lggh
1 Louiville aml skeeping duieng
the dmtime of Inlfmament wock
Well, wity om Earih il he usg hism
w0 Trouazntly duning the double's
evemls of Friday and Saturday?
Hamiagion wah deplined @, of mons,
el thas asyy siber Eusosan playes
it Wakhalla

an vpen leiter oo Ireland pleading
with i an peposn e lrish 1eem.

Irelimd |s undirhaed |y Bcoeainie,
what with the whole “desd
prandmicher™ Raaco asd his pants-
Hashing poal colebralioes, bul wikal
difference doss this make 1 he can
play Foaths I Erig Camiine wae s
FILEL- ooy Dl sy il ciiibd B sone
grals. Stephea lreland may have s
car with pink alboys b e could
alag b 1B db I Teremce Between the
Brish eam partkcipating in the sex
World Cop oe watching i on il
bt Sezodrer of Foiir poals i hks 5i
inrernamaly, R pecess cun unloci
defencey and having him is i
Iriah midiicid cagine room could
e what's peeded 1o puroge] the Irisk
s, Ditherwise, | fear 1% already
ank

being Nick
But the lagk of plazn commoen
sernd o el 1hede, Despile
Lrailing 1he Ametwaas 9.7 heading
it he sinphoevenda, pobls viorison
il Sagvve htanbos had the brillbn
wlta of optiag o pul Bis hesl
performars Wrwards the ol of the
team Fne-up, = the Yasks ¢gmnhl
have ithe Ehopls et away nke
aml safely befoee dur big guns haul
evien Tinadhed ther praciice shis
Thskartich may socnsa BEtle barsk
Jo sy the ke ivwand B Englnbsan,
and I Koy 1har foancd on by thels
W fmin hoing suppodt the LISA
wimald probably have irmmghod
arryway, b [ haw newer over sodn
B i e T Al b managcriel
il all e hife & that whach Faldo
sierved up, mol cven from Sies..
even oy Eddic. | know & kot ol
vl in Exsrope il that s Americas
whCTofy Wik regiiimgd 1 inpecy ums
|l iy thee e 1Vt Lo Cisiig et
European kammerengs, bul lt's md
Just throw it away necl Hime
Flaise,

All is changed, changed

utterly?

Sothe deed is done. Leaving the
willderness, Gatway and Antrim
havwe been parachubed imio the
Leinster hurling Chamgpicnship.
Wit about 80 per cent of the vote,
the Special Congress of the GAA
decided to alkow the two ooamkes
participate in what is escenially
Kilkenmy's play pen. Fust up for
the Tritesmen = a mecting with
Lanis in the quarter-fisal sage while
Auntrim most face Dublin, one ol
ihe mmosl codspaken woices sgainst
the idea. 5o what now? [Tafiter theee
wrars @ s viewed sy having boen
unsuccessiul shall Galway meed 1o
b removed ooce meoreT Yet the
criteria for callieg # 4 success is
Eimsy st best. hust-they win an

Adl:Irefand final? A Lemsier title?
Or preside over o period wiven
Kilkenny forget how o win? As for
this Kilfkenary team, il seems. more
u ok of adding el 1o ihe fire.
biliffed st pair of upatasts enlering
ibeir domain we might have n
sitmation where the sbow build op
o Eeplember iy replaced by o manic
diesine bo pammme] all that weps before
thern. What |s certalmat this mosem
in time is thaet Galway ssd Antrim
ure im o better place thae la year.
Already Amrim's firss match i
competitive. With Ger Loughnass's
fmture still uncermain it mag be a b
muoch for Galway to expect s Lism
MeCarthy wet even the simple
pleassre of waiching Joe Canming

Exwin B i

m carly summer can’l be dispubed
apainse

Dither decistons made by the
Special Congress included the
rejection of an umsder-10 prade (o
replace the existing under-21
fiormal.

Wl oould be more tefling than
U trial rumof Galway asd Antrim
im Leknsier is the saw disciplinary
ribes thal were accepied. The rules
will b testod in mead wears Netiomal
Foathall Leagoe snd Matsomal
Hurling Leagee. Tormed ‘highly
disrugptive fouly'. playess wiocommii
am astion such as tripping or hranging
an arm or berdey sroend the neck
of an opponent will be dismissed

o replaced by a sobslifoie
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Comments

The Score Poker

Tomas McCarthy

In The Hunt

Noel and Stephen Hunt are in flying
form for Reading in the Championship
at the moment. The two Waterford
lads are either scoring goals or
creating goals for each other. Hunt
and Hunt for Ireland anyone?

Worlds Apart

Forget about the European section
of the World Cup qualifying look
further abroad and you will find far
more exciting ties than Ireland v
Cyprus. Among the many bizarre
matches I found were Botswana v
Mozambique, Tunisia v Seychelles,
Malawi v DR Congo and my favourite
Tanzania v Cape Verde Islands!

Trust Me I’'m A Doctor

West Ham recently broke Premier
League rules by letting an
unregistered doctor treat their
players. No wonder Kieron Dyer,
Craig Bellamy and Dean Ashton
have spent so long on the
sidelines!

A Bit of Banter

The announcement of Man City’s
new owners may have been good
news for supporters of the Eastlands

Magic

outfit but it hasn’t spared them from
ridicule. At the recent Wigan v City
game fans at the JJB started chanting
“You can stick your f***ing Arabs
up your arse”.

Value for Money

Portsmouth have some incredible
offers in their club shop that are too
good to be true. The Portsmouth
dashboard spring is available for a
stunning £3.99. However, what
really caught the eye was the
Portsmouth tax disk holder for
£2.99!

Motor On

Vauxhall Motors is not the name of
some garage based in England; they
are actually a team that play in the
Northern Conference. On a recent
browse of their website I found the
following headline “Reserves Crash
to Defeat”. Brilliant!

Odds-On Favourite

After their incredible double giant
killing of Tottenham and Arsenal
new boys Hull are strolling through
the toughest league in the world.
Why not put a euro on them at odds
of 2000/1 to win the league. Money
well spent!

Numbers

Liam Togher

96  Years since Tottenham made such a poor start to the
league. Even Derby had more points after seven games
last season than Spurs managed to notch up this time.

2 Red cards shown to Napoli defender Fabiano Santacroce
in the first three games of the season. It gives him a
chance to warm up the water in the showers for his

team-mates later on.

1 Margin of victory in three of the Clare senior hurling
championship quarter-finals. That provided adequate
relief for those bored with the lop-sided All-Ireland

decider.

35  Premier League players eligible to play for Ireland. Only
France has more foreigners in the top flight.

86 League games unbeaten at home for Chelsea after their
2-0 win over Aston Villa at Stamford Bridge. Only three
players remain from the team who began that formidable
run.

13 League games without a home win for Galway United
before their 3-1 victory against Cork City at Terryland
Park. Nine of those were defeats.

15  Age of Barnsley striker Reuben Noble-Lazarus, who
made his debut in the Tykes’ recent meeting with Ipswich.
Most of us at his age were doing our bloody Junior
Cert!

Society Table

Ist -- Jeff Teehan - 59pts

2nd -- Thomas Fortune - 53pts
3rd -- Paul Grisewood - 46pts
4th -- John Lynch - 40pts

5th -- Ciaran Carey - 23pts

6th -- Charles Coyle - 22pts
7th -- Rory Griffin - 21pts

8th -- Stephen Brosnan - 21pts
9th -- Shaun Dooley - 21pts
10th -- Donagh Murphy - 21pts
11th -- John Culloty - 19pts
12th -- Nathan Finnegan - 19pts
13th -- Paul Kiernan - 19pts
14th -- David Charlton - 16pts
15th -- Sean Murphy - 15pts
16th -- Kevin Douglas - 14pts
17th -- Bill O Leary - 09pts
18th -- Ciaran Callaghan - 7pts
19th -- Donagh Stck - 06pts

uotes of
the Edition

Liam Togher

“It’s the first point Sunderland have picked up against a top four
side since their promotion in 2007, so that’s progress of a sort.” Today
FM’s Michael McMullen speaking five minutes after the Black Cats
conceded a last-minute equaliser to Arsenal. He must have known Roy
Keane wasn’t listening.

¢2-0 down, 3-2 up, Dirk Kuyt’s goal has wrapped it up, nick nack
paddy-whack give a dog a bone, City have just lost at home!” Togher
revels in Liverpool’s dramatic win at Man City. He’s a haven of creativity,
that Togher.

“You’re a c**t” Joe Kinnear goes for the direct approach when addressing
Daily Mirror football writer Simon Bird at the Newcastle manager’s
expletive-laden press conference.

“Thank you.” Bird’s response

“It’s worse than watching paint dry, and that is an insult to interior
design.” This assessment of the Doora-Barefield v Inagh-Kilnamona match
is not the greatest advertisement for Clare senior championship hurling.

“Oh Bramble’s fine. He sleeps during the match.” Johnny Giles sings
the praises of Wigan defender Titus Bramble after wondering how the
Latics’ coach Steve Bruce sleeps at night.

“The goalkeeper has come from Serie B and it shows. The defenders
are all at sea. The midfield is a shambles. The strike force has scored
one goal in three games and provided plenty of material for YouTube
clips of dreadful misses.” An Italian football magazine reviews bottom
club Cagliari’s start to the season. Apart from those faults they’re doing
quite well.

Sports Quiz

Liam Togher

1. Which African nation does Arsenal striker Emmanuel Adebayor
represent?

2. Who is the abrasive Australian forward that has just signed for
Leinster?

3. Which country will host the 2014 World Cup?
Which team was beaten in last year’s All-Ireland Club football
championship final?

5. Who was named man-of-the-match following this year’s hurling final
between Kilkenny and Waterford

6. How many All-Ireland finals have Kilkenny appeared in under Brian
Cody’s stewardship?
Who is the current head coach of the English rugby team?

8. Cristiano Ronaldo was the Premiership’s top scorer last season. Which
player came second?

9. What is the nationality of Formula 1 title challenger Felipe Massa?

10. Which Irish athlete won the 1978 World Cross Country Championships
when they were staged here in Limerick?

11. Who won the Serie A title last year?

12. From which Super 14 side did Perpignan sign New Zealand ace Dan
Carter?

abcdefgh

C. Murphy — K. O’Flaherty Limerick Open 2007

Black has just played Bxd3 threatening checkmate next move, but
black has underestimated whites attack as white has checkmate in 2.

The UL Chess club meets every Thursday from 6pm to 7pm. Training
offered to all members and beginners.

Solution: 1. Qf8+ Kh5
2. Nf4#

2: Rocky Elsom

4: Nemo Rangers

6:9

8: Fernando Torres

10: John Treacy

12: Canterbury Crusaders

1: Togo

3: Brazil

5: Brian Cody

7: Martin Johnson
9: Brazilian

11: Inter Milan



24 Clubs & Societies

Tuesday | 21 October 2008 | An Focal

Under the Spotlight

Waterpolo

UL Waterpolo is one of the longest
established and most successful clubs
on campus and aims to bring the
vibrant and exciting sport of waterpolo
to UL. Waterpolo was first played
in 1876 and has been developed into
the sport that it is since then. It
involves a team of thirteen players
with one goalkeeper and six field
players with six others as substitutes.
For anybody who still doesn’t know
what we are on about, there some
videos on our website h20polo.csn.
ul.ie

We have both men’s and women’s
teams that compete in a variety of
different competitions that suit all
levels of ability, ranging from the
Irish National League to the Munster
League and of course, the annual
Intervarsities.

Last year, all senior players
competed in the Irish National
League, whilst all college players
competed in the Intervarsities and
the Somerset Invitational International
Tournament and new players

competed in the Munster League.
While placing highly in both Leagues,
both teams reached the Semi Finals
in the Intervarsities. Our finest
performance last year was to win
the
Tournament.

Somerset Invitational

The Swimming and Life Saving
Intervarsities are taking place in
Belfast on the 29 and 30 November
(end of Week 12) and we are sending
ateam to that. Anyone interested in
taking part can contact us at the
address below.

Membership for the year is just
€5) and this opens up a world of
opportunity to you, including training
in the Arena as well as trips to games
in Galway, Cork, Belfast and Dublin.
The club also has a great social
aspect, with many nights out on trips
away with other teams as well as
everyone in the club.

The weekend of the 11 and 12
October saw UL take part in their
first games of the season as the first
leg of the Irish National League

kicked off in the University Arena.
The ladies started the season playing
arch rivals UCC in a match that
clearly saw UL as the favourites,
with Nicky Beirne and Ciara Ryan
putting UL ahead in the first quarter.
The defence, made up of Sandra
Byrne, Catherine Long and keeper
Lisa Waldron played a huge role in
limiting UCC’s goal count. Well
done to Fresher Grace Doyle, who
scored her first goal for UL to give
the ladies win their first win.

Next up was the men’s team who
played a spirited Clonard team from
Belfast. Fresher Kyle Merritt had a
fantastic game, scoring 3 goals,
assisted by John McCall, Ryan Kehoe
and Colin McNamara. The defence
had their work cut out for them with
Oisin Tong, Aaron Desmond and
Sam Kazakhi having their work cut
out for them to contain the Clonard
attack. The game ended with Clonard
winning.

In their second match on Sunday,
the UL ladies took on a strong St.
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Water Polo

Vincent’s team that travelled down
from Dublin. Once again, UL shone
above their rivals with particular
applaud going to the performances
of freshers Grace Doyle, Catherine
Long, Hannah O’Keefe and Justine
Roussel Good matches were also put
in by Sarah Power, Maria Marrinan
and Lisa Waldron, as well as captains
Nicky Beirne and Ciara Ryan. UL
won convincingly.

The men played two matches on
Sunday, both against opposition from
Belfast, starting off playing Setanta.
The men benefited from their loss
the night before showing off their
superior skills to produce a win.
Goals from Kyle Merritt, Peter Shone
and Eoin O’Sullivan, coupled with
superb defence from Patrick Egan,
Cathal Ronan and Ted Vickey (who
also scored his first goals in 17 years)
and excellent goalkeeping from
Danny O’Hare meant UL came out
on top.

In their second match of the day,
UL played the recently demoted

Grads team and put up a good fight
to contain them with a fantastic goal
coming in the second quarter from
Dave Kelly. Overall though it was a
very defensive match with UL’s fitness
really coming into play. Great defence
from Dave Richardson, Brian O’Keefe
and Ted Vickey, as well as keeper
Danny meant thescoreline was kept
low, unfortunately with Grads coming

24A UL Vs UCC (photo by William Lyons)

out on top.

Training takes place in the arena
on Mondays and Thursdays at 21:30
to 22:45, with a swimming session
taking place on Wednesdays from
21:00 to 22:00.

For more information please
contact ulwaterpolo@gmail.com or
see the clubs and socs notice
board.

Outreach

24B ULO receiving their national title at BICS last May

ULOutreach was voted the ‘best
new or improved society’ in UL
last April by the other the clubs and
societies on campus. We went on
to win the Board of Irish College
Societies (BICS) ‘best new society’
award at the national award
ceremony held in Dundalk in early
May. ULO was established to fill
the need for a charity on campus
when the UL branch of the Society
of St Vincent de Paul dissolved
towards the end of 2007. We remain
one of the more popular societies
on campus; we have over one
hundred members from all walks
of life: engineers, teachers, scientists,
bio-chemists, historians,
architects.

ULO is a very active society; we
run projects everyday of the week,

including weekends so we really
do have an activity to suit everyone’s
timetable. Starting on Monday,
homework club in St Mary’s boys
and girls primary schools takes
place everyday (except Friday) from
2.15pm to 4pm. ULO members are
brought to and from the schools by
taxi from campus.

At homework club, we help the
children in third to sixth class with
their homework. It is great fun,
although at times it’s a little
embarrassing watching university
students struggle when they have
to go back to the basics, like adding
and subtracting fractions. After the
children are finished doing their
homework we play gamesto help
them relax after a long day of
school.

As an added incentive to attend
homework club, the children who
behave themselves are brought
swimming in the Arena once a
fortnight. They are free to play
games and basically do what ever
they want because it is their reward
for attending homework club. After
swimming, the children are given
ahot dinner in the Sports bar. Swim
club takes place every Wednesday
from 4pm to 6pm.

The Travellers’ homework club
follows much the same format as
the St Mary’s Homework club. It
takes place on Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays in the Community
Centre of the Castletroy Halting
site. The children range in age
between five and thirteen.

Most of the children are in

finest: U

primary school but one of them is
in secondary school so the range
of subjects you may be asked to
help with will vary from English
to Economics, Geography to German
and everything in between, but don’t
worry about not knowing something
there is always a qualified teacher
at the Travellers” homework club.

Like the children in St Mary’s,
the children who behave themselves
at the Traveller homework club are
treated to a different fun activity
every week as part of the Friday
Fun Club, which takes place on a
Friday or Saturday.

Other clubs and societies in UL
have been very good to us in the
past by facilitating the Fun Club
for example the Outdoor Pursuits
Club have, on more than one
occasion, let us use the climbing
wall, which the children love. We
also bring the children on nature
walks through campus; they adore
the campus and especially the view
of the Shannon on the Living
Bridge.

For our volunteers who don’t
want to work with children we have
hospice visitation. We visit the
patients in Milford Care centre,
which is beside the flagpoles, twice
a week on Mondays and Wednesdays
for bingo and a good auld fashioned
sing-song.

Often the clients in Milford do
not receive visitors from one end
of the week to the next because
either they have no relatives or

because their relatives don’t live
near enough to the hospice to visit
very often. The patients love seeing
young people coming in to talk to
them. Your company will be
especially appreciated if you have
a deep understanding of GAA for
the elderly men or if you can sing
all twelve verses of Boulavogue,
but even if you don’t have either of
the above your company will be
welcomed with open arms and a
cup of tea.

Of course, none of our activities
could happen without money. Our
fundraising team work tirelessly to
raise money for the society. ULO
does not receive funding like the
other clubs and societies on campus;
because our society spends money
on people other than UL students
we are restricted in the amount of
money we are entitled to from
capitation. On average we spend
€330 per week running our activities
and of this only €80 is spent directly
on students, so we must fundraise
the rest. Our fundraisers, including
the Valentines’ Ball, waxing and
shaving during RAG week and the
county colours ball have been hugely
successful in the past. This year we
will be running even more
memorable events, but the second
annual ULO Valentines’ ball will
take place in 2009.

The old saying goes charity
begins at home, but at the same
time we in ULO believe that we
should not forget those struggling

overseas. Last summer three ULO
members spent a month volunteering
in Sao Paulo, Brazil. Dave Delaney,
Cillian Burke and Caitriona
‘Bubbles’ McGrattan volunteered
on a number of projects including
in a homeless shelter, in an orphanage
and they spent their weekends
working in the favelas with
children.

Although the work was very
tough, it was an amazing experience
for all three members. The people
of Brazil were so welcoming and
just like the Irish, a poca loco (a
little crazy)!

Before they left, plans were
already being made for next year’s
cohort of ULO members; they’ll
have a list a mile long of jobs to do
before they arrive. ULO would like
to thank all those who donated old
clothes to the charity for distribution.
Every stitch of the 30kgs of clothes
the lads brought out with them was
given out to the homeless men and
women of Belem, one of the twelve
districts of Sao Paulo.

By the time they left, UL hoodies,
Cork jerseys and Munster rugby
shirts could be spotted everywhere.
Next summer we hope to send at
least six volunteers to Sao Paulo.

ULOutreach makes a difference
both at home and abroad, if you
would like to be part of something
special during your time in UL
please
uloutreach@gmail.com or check

send an email to

out www.bebo.com/uloutreach.



