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I am so excited that you are here to see a performance at Walton Arts Center. 
Whether you are on a date or out with your family or a group of friends, I 
want you to know that our entire team has worked to make sure this night is 
special for you. 

We believe that everyone should have access to the arts, and we take our 
role of bringing live performances to Northwest Arkansas very seriously. 
It doesn’t matter if you are an adult attending a Broadway show or a child 
attending their first live theater performance, a performing arts experience 
can change your life. 

Cost can be a barrier for so many. Walton Arts Center’s 10x10 Arts Series 
provides access for community members to attend a show for just $10. That 
low ticket price also encourages people to try something new with minimal 
risk. The series is full of great performances that introduce a variety of art 
forms and performers. 

Spring is always an exciting time here at Walton Arts Center – it’s when we 
take performers out into the community for our annual Artosphere Arts + 
Nature Festival. For two weeks in May, we will present art in nature and art 
inspired by nature. Many performances are free or low cost, giving everyone 
the opportunity to attend. 

It is your support that allows us to continue nurturing creativity and bringing 
world-class performances to our stages and our community. We are also 
proud to provide educational programs, workshops and community outreach 
efforts, and your commitment helps us expand those initiatives to inspire the 
next generation of artists and audiences alike.

As you settle in for today’s show, we invite you to immerse yourself in the 
magic of live performance. Let this moment be an escape from the everyday, 
an opportunity to reflect, feel and celebrate the beauty of human expression.

Enjoy the show!

Peter B. Lane

Walton Arts Center President/CEO

Welcome!
From the President/CEO

Cover clockwise: 
Jamaal Fields-Green 
as MJ and the cast of 
the MJ first national 
tour – Photo by 
Matthew Murphy for 
MurphyMade. Hannah 
Shankman in the 
first national tour of 
FUNNY GIRL – Photo 
by Matthew Murphy for 
MurphyMade.
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479.463.5500
wregional.com/herhealth

At Washington Regional’s HerHealth Clinic, we’re committed

to empowering every woman on her health care journey because

we know that giving a woman the resources she needs to take

control of her health can empower her life. Whether it’s gynecology

services, prenatal care, childbirth, birth control, or specialized

treatments and procedures, we’re here for women of all ages.
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Kattam and 
his Tam-Tams

Peking AcrobatsThe Simon &
Garfunkel Story

Rodney Crowell

Terrapin Puppet Theatre

Matt Wilson’s Good Trouble Quintet
Champions
of Magic David Sedaris

JANUARY

Ain’t Too Proud - The 
Life and Times of The 
Temptations 
Jan. 22-23 

Suzy Bogguss
Jan. 24

Syncopated Ladies 
Jan. 26

BeauSoleil avec 
Michael Doucet 
Jan. 30

Helen Hong 
Jan. 30

René Marie & 
Experiment In Truth
Jan. 31

FEBRUARY

Kattam and 
his Tam-Tams
Feb. 2

Tacarra Williams
Feb. 8

Sonia De Los 
Santos: Música
Feb. 11

Billy Stritch & Gabrielle 
Stravelli Mel & Ella Swing! 
Feb. 15

The Simon & 
Garfunkel Story
Feb. 18

THE BOOK 
OF MORMON
Feb. 20-23

MARCH

Peking Acrobats
March 4

The Burney Sisters
March 7

Our 2025 Season 
Continues!

Matt Wilson’s Good  
Trouble Quintet
March 8

New York Gilbert & 
Sullivan Players: 
The Mikado
March 9

Keb’ Mo’ x Shawn Colvin
March 15

Funny Girl
March 18-23

APRIL

The Second City:  
65th Anniversary Show
April 1

The Edge Effect
April 4

VoiceJam Competition
April 5

Back to the Future:  
The Musical
April 8-13

Champions of Magic
April 23

Terrapin Puppet Theatre: 
The Paper Escaper
April 24

An Evening with 
David Sedaris
April 24

MAY

Nimbus Dance
May 9

Dover Quartet with  
Edgar Meyer 
May 17

MJ
May 20-25

Rodney Crowell
May 30

Nimbus 
Dance

Walton Arts Center Box Office
495 W. Dickson Street / Fayetteville, AR 72701
Located just inside the West Ave. entrance
Phone: 479.443.5600

SCAN FOR  
OUR CURRENT  
CALENDAR LISTING

Keb’ Mo’
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1923 E. Joyce Blvd.  |  Fayetteville, Ark.
479.695.8011  |  butterfieldtrailvillage.org

Your BestPlanning
Retirement

CottagesApartments Village Homes

CARRIAGE CLUB

Butterfield Trail Village offers more options that come standard,

more activities and amenities at your fingertips, and more

choices than any other active senior living community in the 

area – all in a beautifully maintained neighborhood setting. 

Planning for a move to the perfect retirement community

doesn’t happen overnight, but as a Carriage Club member, you’ll

get to enjoy a range of premier amenities – before you move in!

Call to schedule your private consultation and tour today.
Supporting the Arts

in Northwest Arkansas
architecture 

interior design 

planning

www.polkstanleywilcox.com
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Thank You Sponsors & Funders!

Alff Construction 
Arkansas Wine & Spirits
Athletic Brewing Co.
Baked by Kori
Bayer
Bienvenue
Bordino’s
Briar Rose
The Cake Occasion
Catering Unlimited
Central Distributors of Arkansas
Coca-Cola Ozarks
 

Conifer
Deep Branch Winery
Diamond Beverage
Element Electronics
Encanto
Flyway Brewing Company
FNG Coffees
Fraiche Wine
Grub’s
Hotvine Wine Shop
Jerry R. Harrod Wine & Spirits 
	 Broker for Arkansas

Just In Time to Save a Life 
Moon Distributors of Arkansas
Nellie B’s
OzarksGo
Pedal Pops
Pickleman’s
PLOMO
Post Familie Vineyards
RG Macon & Carson
Rock Town Distillery
Saatchi & Saatchi X 
Sassafras Springs Vineyard 
	 & Winery

Sazerac
SGC Foodservice
Shake’s
Signature Bank
Sissy’s
Slouch Hat Wines
Smith Hurst, PLC
The Sous Chef
South Side Smoke Shack
Theo’s
Urban Cellar Winery 
Walmart Museum
Wiederkehr Wine Cellars

Star Level 

Contact sponsorship@waltonartscenter.org to learn about the benefits of being a sponsor.

Producing Level

Directing Level

Performing Level

Contributing Level

Supporting Level
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Sazerac
SGC Foodservice
Shake’s
Signature Bank
Sissy’s
Slouch Hat Wines
Smith Hurst, PLC
The Sous Chef
South Side Smoke Shack
Theo’s
Urban Cellar Winery 
Walmart Museum
Wiederkehr Wine Cellars

MAR 15 – JUL 28

EXHIBITION SPONSORED BY
JENNIE AND DAVID HARTMAN
PARADIGM ADVISORS
JESSICA AND CLINT SCHAFF 



Walton Arts Center Council Board and Foundation Board members denoted in bold. 

Chandelier

Walton Arts Center Friends
Thank you for being a light!

$50,000+
Bob & Becky Alexander
The Starr Foundation & Family in 	
	 Momory of Billie Jo Starr

$25,000+	
Kara & Brett Biggs
Bozie Foundation
Prudy & Dale Caudle
Chip & Susan Chambers
Eric & Elda Scott
Melissa & Todd Simmons

The Starling Family
Marti & Kelly Sudduth
LeAnn Underwood Family

$18,000+	
Tom & Jill King
Peter B. Lane & Barbara Putman
Rick & Tracie Layton
Hannah & Greg Lee
David & Pam Parks
Tony Waller

$10,000+
Serrhel & Patty Adams
Les & Mina Baledge
Wendy Brant
Carol & Ed Clifford
Greene Family Foundations/		
	 Richard Greene
Malcolm & Ellen Hayward
Bryan & Mandy Hunt
Johnelle Hunt
Paula Jenkins & Lee Brown
Cynthia Jones

Seth A. Malley & Luke Bridges
John & Diana Marshall
Travis & Shelly Mauldin
Marybeth & Micky Mayfield
Kevin & Michelle McAuliffe
Brock & Natalie McKeel
Anton & Linda Myers
The Reed Family
Richie & Karen Roberts
Margaret & Dick Rutherford
Dennis & Evelyn Shaw
Jason Viator
John & Kitten Weiss

$6,000+
Ted Belden
Wendyjean Bennett
Greg & Rachel Billingsley
Katherine & Curt Calaway
Joel & Lynn Carver
Sandy Edwards
James & Amy Gilmore
Rick & Sheri Hammond
David & Deborah Thomas Malone
Terryl & Shannon Ortego
Mary Lynn Reese
Underwood’s Fine Jewelers
Carol & Jason Vella
Michael White & Bao Bui

$3,000+	
8th & Walton
Gary & Carol Adams
Biff & Ann Averitt
Kent & Nancy Blochberger
Dick & Anne Booth
Elaine Briggs & Carol Sheehan
Robert & Melissa Brown
Raymond & Katie Burns
Nick & Carolyn Cole
Cynthia Coughlin
Jon & Joanie Dyer
Chuck & Suzy Fehlig
James & Barbara Freeman
Harrison & Rhonda French
Drew & Martha Frits
Dash Goff
Lyle & Sue Gohn
Todd & Majorie Hanus
Linda & David Hargis
Don & Debra Harris Family 		
	 Charitable Trust
Brad & Kathy Hicks
Michael Hill in honor of Gary Fast
Dr. Michael Hollomon & 
	 Eric Wailes
Dr. Anthony & Susan Hui
Rebecca Hurst & Jim Smith
Jennifer R. Jackson
Terry & Mike Johnson
JT Construction Services, Inc.
Terry & Mary Ann Klefisch
Elaine & David Longer
Joel & Erika McCourt
Dr. Jay & Judy McDonald
Ellis & Kay Melton
Jerry & Cherie Moye
Nichols Family
Debby Nye & Catherine Lyon

The Tim Ogg Family
Elizabeth Phillips
Paul & Linda Pinneo
Pruitt Tool & Supply 
	 Company, Inc.
Robert & Elizabeth Stauffer
Larry & Janice Vanden Bosch
Sidney & Mirela Vinson
Donald & Sheroll Walker
Jim & Lynne Walton
The White Family Foundation/
	 Guziec Family
William & Rebecca White
Carole & Jim Williamson
Brandon & Sarah Wilson
Linda L. Wray
Hunter & Jennifer Yurachek
Ann Marie Ziegler

$1,300+	
Elizabeth M. Adams
Aaron & Cindy Alexander
Jodie Arrington-Franklin & 
	 Kevin Ruff
Bob & Theresa Arvin
Frank & Pat Bailey
Bryan Bair
Ruth Baker
Andy & Stacy Barron
Donald & Yvette Bell
Mary & George Benjamin
Jing & Vince Biondo
Larry Bittle Insurance 
	 Agency, Inc.
The James Burton Blair 
	 Family Foundation
Patrick & Holly Brannan
Lorraine & Dennis Brewer
Keith & Becky Brink
James & Salena Brown
Barry Bryan
Robert Burns & Cris Hamer
Christi & Jeff Byron
Juan, Marcy & Joaquin Camacho
Amelia Catanzaro
Catt Family Foundation
Steven Charles R.Ph.
Bill & Connie Clark
Steve & Suzanne Clark
CoBare Plumbing
Mike & Sandy Cockrell
Bart & Heidi Cohen
Tom & Susette Cole
Roger Collins
Barry & Debra Cooksey

Wayne & DeLane Cox
David & Stefanie Cypher
Kim Davis
Philip & Kirby Davis
Kay & Sid Davis
Jake & Brittany Deans
Jimmy & Lisa Deen
Barb & Doug Degn
Susan & Joe Delacruz
Don Deweese
Nene Lynch & Bruce Dixon
Larry & Mickey Drennan
Lamar & Joy Drummonds
William & Doris DuBose
Robert & Mechelle Ehardt
Timothy & Dr. Stephanie Ensley
Pete & Shirley Esch
David & Cathy Evans
Richard & Suzanne Ezell
Donald & Karolyn Farrell
Michael & Megan Farris
Carey & Tim Fenton
Amanda Ferm
Mike & Carolyn Fincher
Lance & Kelly Foster
Katherine Fritz
Brock & Lindsey Gearhart
David & Jane Gearhart
D. Andrew Gibbs
Nan Ginger
Nancy Garner & Mort Gitelman
The Godsey Family
Douglas & Heather Goff
Howard & Treva Hamilton
Jim & Diane Hammons
John & Lynne Hehr
Tanner & Jaclyn Henderson
Mary Jo & Paul Henry
Retta & Eddie Hight
Tina & Nate Hodne
Curtis & Sara Howells
Eric & Jenny Jackson
Douglas James & Elizabeth Adam
Joan & Wm Bruce Johnson
Sara Jones
Jerre Jouett
Bob & Linda Kelly
Amy E. Knight
Jeff & Sara Koenig
The Kolberg Family
Clara Konkle
David & Johnna Kosnoff
Stephanie Riggs Stephens
Alicia Levy
Robert & Vella Lewis

Charles Lincoln
David & Sue Maddox
Jeff & Janyl Mann
Cathy & Steve Marak
Bill & Sabra Martin
Chris May
Matt & Katie McClanahan
Carol & John Mitchell
Brian Moore
Ron & Susan Neyman
Tim & Rhonda O’Donnell
Kayla & Madeline O’Toole
Perry Roofing
David Petersen & Shannon 
	 McNeill
Andrew & Laura Plaukovich
Ed & Tish Pohl
Martin & Lisa Porter
Porter Family in Loving Memory 
	 of Bernice Harner
Barbara & Doug Prichard
Daniel Quin
Jon P. Robinson
In Memory of Christina 
	 Rae Brewer
Shelby E Rogers
Joe & Catherine Ross
Dr. Kenton & Jennifer Ross
Linda Rye & Randall Webb
Peter & Mary Savin
Libby & Bart Schaller
Dave & Becky Schoewe
Dr. David & Becky Seidl
Larry & Julie Shackelford
Cait & Ken Shemin
Ken & Celia Shireman
Barb Sieger
William & Eneida Silcott
Sandra Sims & Maggie Cook
Judge Jim & Dixie Spears
Richard & Anna Marie Steeneck
Mary Stockland
Don & Kathryn Stroessner
Martha Sutherland
Brittany Swiderski & Amin Nasehi
Philip & Mary Ann Taldo
Allison Thieme
Mike & Pam Thorn
Mike Thurow
Robert & Rachael Tovey
William & Catherine Towle Family
Kelly Tucker
Steve & Susan Tucker
Tom & Barbara Verdery
Jerry & Kimberly Vest

Spotlight
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Walton Arts Center Council Board and Foundation Board members denoted in bold. 

Limelight
$600+
Active Currency, LLC
Brittany Adcock
Tim & Jennifer Alderson
Gary & Melanie Alecusan
Stewart Allen
Debbie Alsup
Jim & Margaret Antz
Dr. SL Armstrong
Susie Arnold & Bruce Strom
Trey & Lisa Auten
In Memory of Cameron Bobbitt
Phillip & Oteeka Baker
Phil & DeeDee Baldwin
Timothy & Loyanne Ballard
Todd Barlow
Barrett Directline
Brad Beach & Elkin Perez
Don & Maxine Bechtel
Louis & Patricia Beland
Jennifer & Scott Belt
Laureen Benafield
Elaine Berg
Anabelle Steelman-Berry & 
	 Ron Berry
Jon & Suzanne Berry
Tracy & Christopher Berry
Bickell Family
Sherry Bishop
Dr. Michael & Mary Jane Bolding
Marian G. Bolen Family
Ray & Brenda Boudreaux
Chuck & Lisa Bowman
Josh & Mallory Breeden
Candice Bright
Steve Briman
Jim Bob & Kelly Britton
Bob & Carol Brooks
Josh Brown
Gene & Debi Buckley
Fred & Marianne Buehler
James & Happy Burgmeier
Paula Burks & Bill Edwards
Toni Burns
Connor J. Button
Kristi & Rob Button
Nadine Carfagno
Wendy & David Carlisle
Keri Beertema
Mike & Brenda Catlett
Ann Cato
Miles Chism & Quincy Spencer
Judy & James Cole
Heather & Tony Cook
James Correll
Laura Cosgrove
Jim & Kath Counce
Jim & Cathy Crouch
Brian & Day Crowne
Customer Powder 
	 Coating Services
Diana Danforth & Kurt Doege
Jess & Lindsay Daniel
LeeAnn Danner
In Honor of Pauline Darling
Darmon-King Trust
Shana DeSmit
Renee & John Dickins
James Dodd
Tom & Kathy Duba

Donna Duncan
Tom & Dana Dykman
Justin & Sara Eichmann
Douglas E. Elliott, MD
Travis & Callie Embry
David & Samantha Fish
Bill & Laura Flesher
Wayne Flora & Carol Brantley
Robin Forbis
Perry & Shirley Franklin
Mickey & Pat Freeman
Carla Crawley & Joel Freund
Liz Fulton
Ed & Mary Lou Garrison
John Gaudin & Corky Patton
Jerry & Candace Geisler
Richard Gerety
Betty & Martin Gilbert
Ryan & Jenna Gill
John & Tamara Gilmour
Christie & Walter Ginther
Brenda Godwin
Rigo & Laura Gomez
Adella & Gary Gray
Wilma & Ed Gray
Jodi Greve
In Memory of Roger Gross
Dr Bob & Brenda Gullett
Linda & Samantha Gutierrez
Kelly & Kim Hadley
Martha & Mark Haguewood
Janet Hailey
Mary Lou Haley
Adam & Bethany Halford
Chris Hardin
John Harrington
David Hausam
Dr. Jacob & Michelle Hayward
The Heiliger Family
Kyle & Lindsay Hennarichs
Heroncrest at Elmdale Estate
Jeremy Hess & Peggy Treiber
Blake, Meredith & CJ Hilliard
Jim & Debbie Hodges
Laura Hokett & Dean Stone
Michael & Kim Holly
Elizabeth Houle & Denny Nelson
Greg House & Beverly Block
Bart L. Howell
Joey & Jennifer Huerta
Brian & Heather Barger
Don & Claudette Hunnicutt
Andrew & Sarah Huntsinger
Mark & Anita Hutchinson
Thanh Duc Huynh
Derek & Andrea Jackson
John Jackson
Kyle & Mary Beth Jenner
Joel & Karen Jewell
Bonnie Johnson & Mike Smets
Mrs. Carl (Lee) Johnson
Courtney Johnson
Ann & Weldon Johnson
Stephen & Kandy Johnson
Theresa Johnson
Don & Donna Johnston
Donnie Jordan
Whit & Lindsay Karnes
Barry & Judy Katz
Kara Kazazean

Heather Kees
Fern Kelsay
Williams Kendall
Klint Kendrick & Scott Lindauer
Jacob Keyton & Myndi Keyton
Missy & Bill Kincaid
David & Robyn King
Jay & Julie King
Kerri Kobbeman
Dr. Andy & Shelly Koehler
Priscilla Kumpe
Dr. & Mrs. Kiran Kurichety
The Lander Family
Tony & Jill Law
Beverly & Charles Lee
Shawn & Jalane Lee
Carolyn Leonard
Bernard & Deborah Levitt
Rebecca Levy & Jeff Pugh
Sarah Lewis & Kelly Tribell
Michael & Eileen Lieber
Kristen Lienhart
The Liles Family
Ronnie & Patsy Little
Grant & Peggy Logan
Bo & DeDe Long
Gene & Cheryl Long
Larry & Nancy Long
Britton & Drew Lott
Nick & Laura Luchi
Bob & Jan Luper
Sherry & Damian Lux
Roy & Amanda Madrid
Ann-Marie Magre
Doris Marks
David & Jo Martinson
Irma & Duell Mathis
Donald & Marisa Mayall
Buster & Kari McCall
Alexis & Henry McCollum
Kim & Bill McComas
Paul McNeil
Angela Courage & Tom Mellott
Brad & Kendra Meridith
Rob & Kathy Merry-Ship
Ben & Rachelle Milam
Jeanette Millar
Rachel Mills
Dwight & Brandy Mitchell
Priscilla Mondt
Mary Ellen & James Moore
Hillary & Taylor Morgan
Don Moseley
James & Angie Muldoon
Debra Murray
Brian Neumeier
David & Betty Nichols
Andy & Joan Noble
Larry & Marilou Noller
Ernie & Gayle Olsen
Curt & Marisa Owens
Murphy & Carol Pair
Luke & Janet Parsch
Jeff Stripling & Doris Patneau
Larry & Susan Patrick
Randall & Mary Payne
Lee & Cheri Peden
Tommi & Larry Perkins
Marilyn K. Peterson
Alisha & Jaxon Pettigrew

Jan & Don Phillips
Judy & Phil Phillips
Lou Phillips
Kathy & Rick Pierce
Patrick & Carolyn Pio
Darrin & Marci Pitts
Jimmy Plumlee & Lee Long
Sandy Poore
Paul & Pamm Prebil
Marshall Prettyman & Judy 		
	 Dunleavy
Prudhomme
Angela Pruitt
Mary Purvis
David & Carol Ratcliff
Gary & Tracy Reed
Carey & Bud Reeves
George & Pamela Rhoads
Melba Rhodes-Stanford & 
	 Virgil Stanford
Kylie & Donald Rhodes
Paul & Tracy Rice
Don & Danelle Richards
Tia & Randy Risor
Deborah & Darrell Robinson
Adam & Jenn Robison
Randy & Anna Robles
Alexandra Craig
Lynn B. Rogers
James & Andrea Romine
Matt & Jamie Romine
Ann Ross & Wayne Britt
John & Denise Rowland
Charlie & Shirley Russell
Dennis & Patti Sanders
Cheryl Sanford
Kate Schifano
Doris A Schuldt
Bill & Judy Gregson Schwab
Berta L. Seitz-Cobbs
Brian & Lynn Shaw
Ron & Regena Shelby
Margery & John Shore
Shannon & Jason Siefker
Robert Silcox
Chad Sisco
Carolyn Smart
Leah Smith
Kristin Rogers & Mindy Smith
Stu & Debbie Sorensen
Ronald Souza
Stephanie & Kevin Springate
Chuck Steger
Mallory & Sheldon Steinert
David Strickland
Rachel & Zach Strickland
Subway
Richard & Vicki Sutton
James & Marsha Swim
James Swindle
Doug Talbott, Jr. & Martha 
	 Morrison, MD
Dustin & Jessica Temple
Dick & Nancy Trammel
Jenifer Tucker
Michele Tyler
Danelle Van der Koon
Anne Vanhook
Rex & Dee Vaughn
Brad & Lindsay Vester

James & Susan Von Gremp
Susanne & Matt Waller
Diane & Ron Warren
Terrica Weatherford

Gary & Shea Weidner
Dianne & Erin White
William & Charline Wilkins
Pattie & David Williams

Jeffrey Williams & Janet 
	 Penner-Williams
Tiffany & Jim Wimberly
Carol Sue & Alan Wooten

Dan L. Worrell
Gracie & Michael Ziegler
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Walton Arts Center Council Board and Foundation Board members denoted in bold. 

Sandi Villinski
Bill & Nika Waitsman
Beau & Amanda Walker
Jim & Susan Walker
Kevin Warn & Maria Serrese-Warn
Anna & Mike Watts
Brenda Weigel
Karen & Tom Welch
Troy & Sandi Whitlow
Mike & Lee Anne Wiederkehr
Amy & Caroline Wilbourn
Scott & Cheryl Williams
Craig & Leslye Wilson
Paul & Peggy Winborn
Mark Woodyear
Dane & Michelle Workman
Drew & Paula Workman
Todd & Emily Wulf
Benjamin Yeager
Denise Yealy
David & Ata Zemlickaaly

$300+	
Richard & Jennifer Alexander
Bob & Patty Besom
Mimi & Mark Blackwood
The Bloodworth Family
Abe & Becky Bogoslavsky
Maurice & Maya Bowie
Russ & Cathie Breck
Jason & Sarah Brunner
Brent & Teresa Campbell
Robert Rodweller & Cathy Case
John & Karen Cole
Jerry & Judy Davison
Brand & Sue Keith Elverston
Mark & Debbie Griffin
Michael & Alison Griffino
Hank & Cheryl Harrison
Garry Henbest
Tammy & Read Hudson
Helen Barrack-Huff
Cade & Laura Jacobs
Marsha Jones
John & Sally King
Tena & Mark Larsen
Gary & Bonnie Martineck
Scott McCollum
Duane & Allison McElroy

Gary & Athina McLendon
Marilyn & Joel Newcome
Mr. James L. Oelke
Derrik & Julie Olsen
Jim & Kay Pickett
Ben & Amber Pinter
Angela & Randy Ryan
Tammy & Tom Smith
Rebecca Summerlin
Jason & Andrea Trout
Mike & Shelley Tustison

$150+	
Ed & Angie Baker
Jane Jansen
The Croken Family
Katherine & Howard Brill
Bill & Rhonda Burks
Richard Bushkuhl
Ellen Byars & Jeffrey O’Dea
Andy, Karen & Olivia Conner
Leslie & Alex Cowles
The Deans
David Douglas & Anastasia 
	 Strokova
June West Duke
Ms. Kathy Edwards
Gar & Debby Eisele
James & Betty Ezell
Earl & Gayle Fochtman
Emily Fourmy
Missy Gocio
The Grand Family
Dale & Marilyn Green
John & Tina Hagberg
Susie & Jim Henley
Richard Higgins
Glen & Ann Hopkins
James A. & Angela Hopkins
Randy & Cynthia Hutchinson
Marcia B. Imbeau
David & Shannon Inglis
Tom & Cathy January
Owen Johnson
Tom & Karen Kapella
Jacqueline S. King
Timothy Kral & Connie 
	 Hendrix-Kral
John & Telma Largent

Paul & Maxine Leblanc
Jim & Jacqui Lefler
Beth Keck & Ken Leonard
Bob & Madeline Marquette
Debbie & Mason McLoud
Bill & Deeg Mitchell
Earnie & Dona Montgomery
Patrick & Peggy Moriarity
Dr. Kathy Morledge
Kim Needy
Ben & Gretchen Newton
Mrs. Gina Nida
Mary Sue Price
Scott & Sonya Price
Joyce Richards
Georgia & Bill Ross
Alfred Angulo, Jr. & Mary Sanders
Brooke Saylors
The Schmieding Foundation
Craig & April Shy
Rick & Lisa Smith
Kathy Sprouse & Alan Sweitzer
Ruth W. Stock
Bob & Sheila Suvino
Sharon Thomason
Gary & Julia Thorn
Colleen McCarthy & Mark Tocco
Lark & Robert Tommey
Dr. Kenneth & Susan Tonymon
Larry & Debbie Tuttle
Elizabeth Washington
Chris & Melissa Wick
Garnett & Julie Wise

$75+
Susan & Johnny Adkins
Ron & Kitty Burton
Tim & Lynn Culver
Marsha Daniel
In Honor of Dorothy Duncan
Ewald Family
Travis Finck
Lisa Hamby
Kathleen & Fred Fullerton
Christina & David Gray
Nancy Guisinger
Steven Gunter
Phil Hall & Deborah Tedford
Essa Hicks

Peter Molkenthin & Nancy 
	 Huckeby
Karen Hughes
Anne Ingels
Jerome & Harriet Jansma
Mike & Kim Johnson
Sharon & Roger Kidd
George & Vicki Knight
Peter & Judy Kohler
Mike & Stephanie Krupka
Ben Lynch
Michael & Judith McCartan
Harvey & Sharon McCone
Tessa Miner
Patrick Murphy
John & Lorie Oswalt
Sarah E. Parsley
Justin & Ashley Powell Family
Pamela Redfern
Bob & Sharyl Ritschel
Roy Family
Faith Sawyer-Tindle
Jesse & Mary Beth Simpson
Jerry & Marie Swenson
John & Joan Threet
Don & Shannon Walker
David N Walton
Dr. Diana Gonzales Worthen

All contributions to Walton Arts 
Center Council, Inc., a nonprofit 
501c3 organization, are tax 
deductible to the fullest extent 
allowed by law. Listings are current 
as of October 30, 2024. If we have 
inadvertently omitted your name 
or you would like your name to 
appear in a different way, please 
call 479.384.4989 so we can 
make that correction for the next 
OnStage edition.

Walton Arts Center Council Board and Foundation Board members denoted in bold. 

American Endowment Foundation
Arkansas Community Foundation
Bank Of America Charitable Gift Fund
Becky & Bob Alexander Charitable 
	 Foundation
Bozie Foundation
Catt Family Foundation
Charles Schwab & Co., Inc
Colgate-Palmolive
The Clorox Company Foundation
The Coca-Cola Matching Gifts Program
Edward Jones

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
GoDaddy
Greater Horizons
IBM Corporation
Kauffman Foundation Matching 
	 Gifts Program
Kimberly-Clark
McBride Distributing Co.
Merck Partnership for Giving
Merrill
Microsoft
Prudential Foundation

Raymond James Charitable 
	 Endowment Fund
Schwab Charitable
Starr Foundation, Inc.
Texas Presbyterian Foundation
The U.S. Charitable Gift Trust
Vanguard Charitable
Walmart Foundation
Tyson Foods, Inc.
Vanguard Charitable
Walton Family Foundation, Inc.

Special thanks to all those who wish to remain anonymous and to the 
following companies who match employees’ donations and foundations 
that support Walton Arts Center.
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Robert & Melissa
Brown Family
Robert and Melissa Brown and their family have been attending shows at Walton Arts Center 
since 2001 and have been members of Walton Arts Center’s Friends annual giving program 
for 10 years. We asked them to share a little about their experience as both patrons and 
supporters of the arts.

Do you have any special memories related to your participation in 
the Friends program? 
There are so many great memories … We were lucky enough 
to have the opportunity to get tickets to a couple of [education] 
shows as a Friend. School kids (lots of them) were bussed in on 
a field trip to see the shows. It was so cool getting to see these 
young people laughing and cheering, possibly getting exposed to 
this kind of live entertainment for the first time.

How have the arts impacted your life or the lives of those around you? 
It’s immeasurable, I think. No movie, TV show, record, tape or 
digital recording can ever capture the intimacy and emotion of live 
performance, be it a musical performance, dance or theater. The 
performing arts really allow us to experience emotions that would 
otherwise go unrealized. It’s important for all of us to remain in 
touch with that.   

What do you want other people to know about the 
Friends program?
The benefits (lounge, parking, ticket exchange, first crack at 
tickets) are nice, but supporting Walton Arts Center in bringing 
amazing acts to Northwest Arkansas and creating opportunities 
for school children to see shows makes it an easy decision to be a 
part of the Friends program.   

As a Friend your donation helps support our community-based 
programs such as the Take A Seat free ticket program, free school 
field trips and educator professional development – why is sharing 
the arts with our community important to you? 
The arts are something that everyone should be introduced 
to. The school field trips are likely the first (and possibly only) 
exposure that some students will have to the performing arts. 
There are future artists and performers in those crowds of kids. 
Unfortunately, not everybody has the means to attend live music 
or theater events. The free ticket programs help make the arts 
available to everybody and that is a worthy cause. 

Your love for the arts can inspire generations to come. By making a legacy gift 
to Walton Arts Center, you help ensure the power of live performance uplifts our 
community far into the future. It’s a simple and meaningful way to make an impact, 
often with little or no cost to you today.

Including Walton Arts Center as a beneficiary in your will, trust, life insurance policy 
or retirement account is easy – and it helps guarantee that arts experiences remain 
accessible and enriching for everyone.

Set the stage for your legacy. 
To learn more, contact Becky Brink, vice president of development, at 479.316.7504.

“Nancy and I want to give 
back to an organization 
that has meant so much 
to us over the years. 
By including Walton 
Arts Center in our will, 
we are making a legacy 
gift that will impact the 
next generation and keep 
the arts accessible for 
everyone in our community.” 

– Dick Trammel

Friends Spotlight

Help Us Create a 
Legacy of Inspiration 
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A World of Performance at 
Your Fingertips for Just $10
Take a chance and explore a new art form with Walton Arts Center’s 10x10 Arts Series, an intriguing 
and innovative showcase of performances, meticulously curated to satisfy the artistic curiosity of the 
Northwest Arkansas community. The best part? All tickets are only $10!

For that price you can have a fun date night, a family night out or just treat yourself to a night by 
yourself at the theater. Get your tickets now at waltonartscenter.org, by calling 479.443.5600 
weekdays 10am until 5pm or in person at the Walton Arts Center Box Office weekdays 10am until 2pm.     

BeauSoleil avec 
Michael Doucet 
Thursday, Jan. 30, 7pm 

For 50 years this group has been making 
some of the most popular Cajun music
on the planet. Their distinctive sound
derives from New Orleans jazz, blues 
rock, folk, swamp pop, Zydeco, country 
and bluegrass. 

Sonia De Los 
Santos: Música 

Tuesday, 
Feb. 11, 7pm 

It’s hard not to 
smile when Santos 

shares some of her 
favorite things through 
song. Her new family-
friendly show applauds 

women who make 
music and those 
who inspired her.

New York Gilbert & 
Sullivan Players: 
The Mikado 
Sunday, March 9, 4pm

A new production of the classic comedic 
opera, The Mikado features Gilbert’s lyrics 
and Sullivan’s melodies, which are a delight 
for audiences of all ages.

Show Underwriters: 

Tom & Jill King | Peter B. Lane & Barbara Putman

The Edge Effect  
Friday, April 4, 7:30pm

As the headlining concert for this season’s 
VoiceJam A Cappella Festival, this group 
takes harmonizing to the next level, proving 
that singers don’t need technology to put 
on a great show.

Nimbus Dance  
Friday, May 9, 8pm 

This world-class company is well-known 
for pivoting from ballet to Broadway to 
Beyoncé in just a few beats. 

Show Underwriter: 

Wendy Brant

Dover Quartet 
with Edgar 
Meyer 
Saturday, May 17 
8pm

Dover Quartet was 
named one of the greatest 
string quartets of the century 
by the BBC. You don’t want to 
miss this performance with Grammy®-
nominated bassist Edgar Meyer.

Show Underwriters: 

Kelly & Marti Sudduth | Malcolm & Ellen Hayward
 Tom & Jill King | Peter B. Lane & Barbara Putman

Nimbus Dance

New York Gilbert & Sullivan 
Players: The Mikado 

BeauSoleil avec Michael Doucet 

The Edge Effect

Dover
Quartet

Sonia De Los Santos
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The smart choice for 
your creative kid
Arkansas Arts Academy is the only arts-integrated,  
K-12, public charter school in the state of Arkansas.  
Best of all, because we are a public school, tuition is FREE.

•  Arts-integrated focus with hands-on learning

•  Wide variety of visual and performing arts pathways

•  Open enrollment charter school with free tuition

•  Transportation available

•  Unique alternative calendar

•  Family and community engagement

Learn more by visiting artsk12.org 
Registration is open but space fills up quickly.  

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE:  

1110 W. Poplar Street,  
Rogers, AR 72756 
(479) 877-1764 

The Arkansas Arts Academy is a K-12, lottery-based, open-enrollment public charter school serving 
over 21 communities in NW Arkansas. We are focused on artistic excellence through the integration of 
exceptional Visual and Performing Arts programming in combination with high academic standards in 
all core content areas and have established partnerships with renowned museums and art institutions 
for additional learning opportunities.

AAA_WAC_Halfpg_120124_R1.indd   1AAA_WAC_Halfpg_120124_R1.indd   1 12/2/24   11:46 AM12/2/24   11:46 AM
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Love Finds a Way, 
No Matter the Weather!
By Caitlin Wardlaw & Mathew Post

Up until three weeks before the wedding, our venue was set in 
Rogers, and we were eagerly counting down the days. Then, my 
nightmare, the tornadoes swept through and our original venue 
was no longer able to host us. For about 24 hours, we felt the 
weight of stress and uncertainty, but then Shannon Eubanks at 
Walton Arts Center and our incredible wedding planner, Stephanie 
Benton, swooped in and truly saved the day. Within just three days 

of the tornadoes, they helped us reimagine our plans and craft a 
new vision to transform Walton Arts Center into the wedding of 
our dreams – filled with laughter, love and those unforgettable 
moments we’ll cherish forever. We are immensely grateful for the 
talent and dedication of the wonderful people who rallied to make 
our day so special, turning a potential setback into a celebration 
we will always remember.

Contact our events team at weddings@waltonartscenter.org to book the perfect venue for your special day. 

Coordinator: Stephanie Benton Events @stephaniebentonevents
Dress: Tesori Bridal @tesoribridal
Caterer: Catering Unlimited @cateringunlimitednwa
Photographer: Autumn Marie Photography @a.marie.photo
Videographer: NiLo Productions Co. @niloproductions
Florist: The Flower Slinger @theflowerslinger

Rental company: Alchemy Event Rentals @alchemy_event_rentals
Event lighting: Lightworks Events @lightworks.events
DJ: Mega DJ Company @megadjcompany
Cake: Shelby Lynn’s Cake Shoppe @shelbylynnscake
Dance floor: Dancenhance Entertainment @dancenhance

Weddings at Walton Arts Center
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Featuring one of the greatest scores of all time, including classic 
songs “Don’t Rain On My Parade,” “I’m the Greatest Star,” 
and “People,” this love letter to the theater is the story of the 
indomitable Fanny Brice, a girl from the Lower East Side who 
dreamed of a life on the stage. Everyone told her she’d never be a 
star, but then something funny happened — she became one of 
the most beloved performers in history, shining brighter than the 
brightest lights of Broadway.

Before Funny Girl comes to Walton Arts Center for eight 
performances March 18-23, get to know the choreographer and tap 
choreographer who created the outstanding dance sequences in 
the show, Ellenore Scott and Ayodele Casel. 

How did the choreography differ from the original 

production since portions of the show have been updated? 

ES: There are many different styles in Funny Girl and I wanted to 
make sure to highlight the very classic and long lines of the Ziegfeld 
Follies to the vaudeville acts of burlesque houses, the smooth 
moves of Jack Cole dancers in “Temporary Arrangement” and 
then right down to the slightly inebriated social dancing on “Henry 
Street” in Brooklyn. Research was important to me – but without 
being fully influenced by the original production. It is a revival, but I 
wanted to make sure I put my own spin on it (pun intended).

AC: I had a great opportunity to provide a historical context and 
rhythmic voice to Eddie Ryan and the production numbers the 
character “choreographs” in Funny Girl. I immediately thought 
about John Bubbles and The Nicholas Brothers, tap dance artists 

who were part of the 
Ziegfeld legacy ... I 
was inspired by the 
many tap dance duo 
acts in the 1940s and 
1950s like The Condos 
Brothers or Gene Kelly 
and Donald O’Connor.             
                               
How do each of you feel your choreography has enhanced 

this production?

ES: The beautiful thing about this production of Funny Girl is that 
everything is a flashback to Fanny Brice, our main character. The 
audience is going on a journey to see “how did we get here?” I hope 
my choreography lets you feel like you are getting transported back 
in time and feel as though you are sitting in the audience of the 
Ziegfeld Follies show or drinking a pint on Henry Street. 

AC: My intention was to provide a jolt of joy to the show and 
an appreciation and awe for the art of tap dance through 
the characters. I feel like the audience is invited to enjoy the 
journey early in the show when we see character Eddy Ryan’s 
showmanship, virtuosity and welcoming calls.                                       

All the production numbers contained many styles of 

dance, including acrobatics and aerial work. Obviously, 

the dancers had to be extremely versatile as well as 

excellent tappers ... what were the auditions like?

Choreographers Ellenore Scott 
& Ayodele Casel Give Funny Girl 
Flair, Fun and Finesse 
By Valerie-Jean Miller

Broadway Series

Originally published at broadwayworld.com, 
reprinted with permission 

Chad Beguelin
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ES: Auditions for this show are 
probably one of the more difficult 
ones! My audition combo has an 
array of different dance styles so I 
can assess where people’s strengths 
are! I also loved to hire dancers who 
really perform in auditions as if they 
are already onstage doing the show. 
I love dancers who commit to what 
they are doing. 

AC: These auditions require the full triple threat package. 
They must be able to do all styles really well and that can 
be challenging. As far as tap dancing is concerned, I make 
decisions based on who has good technique and understands 
rhythm and phrasing. Vocabulary alone isn’t enough, dancers 
have to understand how to keep time, have clarity in their 
sound and of course, confidence in their performance.

Series Sponsor:

Premier Broadway 
Series Support: 

Bob & Becky Alexander

Series Support: 

Friends of Broadway

8 SHOWS /

March 
18-23

Photos by Matthew Murphy for MurphyMade.

Show Support: 

Show Underwriter: 

LeAnn Underwood Family 

Media Sponsor: 

A NEW
STAGE

2025 SEASON
JUNE 27 - JULY 25

Lights up!

Presenting 25+ performances at 
Inspiration Point in Eureka Springs and 

venues throughout Northwest Arkansas

VISIT opera.org  FOR TICKETS  
& SCHEDULE INFORMATION
16311 Highway 62 West  /  Eureka Springs, AR

(479) 253-8595
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Take A Seat Provides 
Access to the Arts By Mallory Barker, 

senior coordinator of community outreach

Walton Arts Center’s mission is to connect and engage with 
our community through our programming. When you financially 
support the organization, you also support community initiatives 
including Take A Seat that allows underserved or overlooked 
groups to see shows for free. 

Take A Seat partners with area nonprofits serving students, 
seniors, children and families so that they can give those they 
serve the opportunity to attend a Walton Arts Center performance 
at no cost. 

Your support has provided more than 18,600 free tickets to 138 
non-profit organizations to see 260 performances since the 
program started in 2006. These tickets are distributed to individuals 
and to communities who could not afford them or who might 
otherwise feel excluded.

We do this because we believe in the transformative power of 
the arts to not only entertain but also to inspire, connect, 
educate, bridge differences, increase understanding and build 
better communities.

Take A Seat partners include Big Brothers Big Sisters, Single 
Parent Scholarship Fund, Canopy NWA, New Beginnings NWA, 
Veteran Affairs, Teen Action Support Center and other social 
services agencies serving families and individuals.

If your organization is interested in participating, more 
information and applications can be found at 
waltonartscenter.org/edu/community. If you are interested in 
making a gift to support the Take A Seat program, please contact 
friends@waltonartscenter.org. Your generosity helps us reach 
more people through these and other programs!
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S I L E N T  S K Y
BY  LAUREN  GUNDERSON
2/14  -  2/23
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239 Turpentine Creek Lane, Eureka Springs, AR 72632
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Can you describe your primary role and typical day 
at Walton Arts Center?
As director of institutional giving, I’m responsible for securing grant 
funding to advance Walton Arts Center’s mission, especially our arts 
education and access programs. My role is a mix of strategy and 
storytelling – I write proposals, report on our impact and connect 
with funders who are passionate about the arts. I also oversee 
development services, ensuring our fundraising operations run 
smoothly. Every day brings something new, and I love knowing my 
work helps more people in our community experience the arts.
 
How did you get into this industry?
I stumbled into grant writing by following my strongest skill – writing 
– and found it was the perfect way to contribute meaningfully to 
work I care about. In 2019 I joined Walton Arts Center and officially 
stepped into the performing arts. But Walton Arts Center has been 
part of my life since childhood. Growing up in Fayetteville, I was 
captivated by the live performances I saw here – moments that 
sparked my own love for the arts.

 

What is the most 
interesting thing about 
your job?
The people I work with are, without a doubt, the most interesting 
part of my job. It’s inspiring to see how a wide range of talents, 
expertise, personalities and strengths come together to make 
everything we do possible. From those working directly with artists 
and patrons to the behind-the-scenes teams handling operations 
and support, each person brings something essential. 
 
What would you like patrons to know about 
Walton Arts Center?
I’d like patrons to know they can make an impact, just like our 
biggest grantors, by joining our Friends annual giving program, 
which harnesses the collective generosity of individual donors to 
support our most important, mission-driven work. Friends provide 
vital support to programs that spark curiosity in students, bring 
families together and inspire audiences of all ages – and they get 
some pretty exciting perks to enjoy at every show. Check it out!

Staff Spotlight

Kaylin Mason
Director of Institutional Giving

Kaylin
Mason

Our Art, Our Region, Our Time 
Showcases Regional Visual Artists  
The visual arts have been an important part of our 
presenting history for several decades, but in the 
last few years, we’ve reimagined our visual arts 
program to focus more on work by artists who have 
a deep connection to Arkansas or our region. The 
annual Our Art, Our Region, Our Time exhibition, an 
open submission, juried show features new work 
by regional artists in all mediums, curated by local 
artist and guest curator Kathy P. Thompson.  

In fall 2024, the visual arts team presented the fourth 
Our Art, Our Region, Our Time exhibition, featuring 
106 pieces by 87 artists representing 20 cities and 
diverse communities that make up our region. “This 
exhibition shows how lucky we are in this area 
to have such a diversity of work from all kinds of 
people of all ages,” said Thompson. 

Before submissions open later this summer for our 
2025 exhibition, we are highlighting a few of the 
artists whose works were exhibited in 2024. 

“For decades I have been painting scenes from 
around Arkansas,” said Daniel Coston, who 
presented Rings of Time, a brown ink drawing on an 
illustration board. “Within these works, I continue 
to explore my home state ... and I invite viewers 

to pause and appreciate the minute details of the 
natural world, encouraging a deeper connection. 
We live in a beautiful place and it’s worth looking as 
closely as possible.” 

Northwest Arkansas 
native, Anna Stroud, has 
family ties to the Jemez 
Pueblo in New Mexico, 
inspiring her pottery. 
“I was first introduced 
to this art form by my 
great-grandmother and 
her sister, whose painted pottery filled the shelves of 
our home,” she said. “After my great-grandmother’s 
passing in 2016, and the more recent passing of my 
grandmother in 2023, I began searching for ways to 
reconnect with them ... Reconnecting with traditions 
that my grandmothers valued serves to honor and 
rekindle their memory.” Stroud holds a Bachelor of 
Art with an emphasis in drawing and painting from 
the University of Arkansas and preserves tradition 
within her studio practice. 

For interested artists, stay tuned to our website and 
social media for 2025 Our Art, Our Region, Our Time 
submission dates and details. 

“This exhibition 
shows how lucky we 
are in this area to 
have such a diversity 
of work from all kinds 
of people of all ages.”

- Kathy P. Thompson

Anna Stroud

Daniel Coston
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Trout Fishing 
in America Polyglot Theatre’s Bees

Trail Mix

Annual Artosphere Arts + Nature 
Festival Returns

Every May, arts and nature collide in 
locations across Northwest Arkansas  
with the Artosphere Arts + Nature 
Festival. Full of free community events, 
low-cost performances and activities 
for families, the annual festival has 
something for everyone to enjoy!

Stay tuned to our social media for 
more Artosphere Festival events and 
announcements!

Trout Fishing in America
Tuesday, May 6, 6:30pm
Botanical Garden 
of the Ozarks 

A returning Artosphere favorite, Grammy®-
nominated musical group Trout Fishing 
in America, featuring Ozark natives Keith 
Grimwood and Ezra Idlet, will perform 
music that has captured the hearts and 
imaginations of audiences of all ages for 
more than four decades.

Trail Mix 
Friday, May 9, 5-7pm
The Lower Ramble 

Artosphere’s signature event features 
live art, music and activities for kids and 
families! Explore the convergence of 
art and nature in the forest canopy and 
pathways through Tanglewood Creek and 
Fay Jones Woods.

Nimbus Dance
Friday, May 9, 8pm
Walton Arts Center / Baum Walker Hall
Tickets: $10 

Nimbus Dance bridges the gap between 
world-class performances and community 
engagement by presenting work that 
challenges while also speaking to and 
elevating the core beliefs of its diverse 
audience. You don’t want to miss this 
highly physical and visually engaging 
performance. 

Show Underwriter: 

Wendy Brant

Polyglot Theatre’s Bees 
Week of May 12 
Various locations throughout NWA

Explore a buzzing, humming hive of 
activity, as human-sized bees busy 
themselves in the creation of a community 
alongside children who transform into bees 
as they play. Inspired by the mysterious 
life and work of bees, this re-imagining of 
public space involves the slow uncovering 
of an intricate unseen world. 

Dover Quartet with
Edgar Meyer
Saturday, May 17, 8pm
Walton Arts Center / Baum Walker Hall
Tickets: $10

Named one of the greatest string quartets 
of this century by the BBC, the Grammy-
nominated group Dover Quartet will 
present an evening of exquisite chamber 
music with guest Edgar Meyer on bass.

Show Underwriters: 

Kelly & Marti Sudduth | Malcolm & Ellen Hayward
Tom & Jill King | Peter B. Lane & Barbara Putman

FREE

FREE
FREE

Nimbus
Dance

Edgar Meyer

Our Art, Our Region, Our Time 
Showcases Regional Visual Artists  
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#1 Hospital
in Arkansas

wregional.com/usnews

For the fourth year in a row, 
Washington Regional Medical Center 
has been named the #1 Hospital in 
Arkansas by  U.S. News & World 
Report, earning a high performing 
rating in 14 areas of care - more than 
any other hospital in the state.

+    Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Repair

+    Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease

+   Colon Cancer Surgery

+   Heart Attack

+   Heart Failure

+   Hip Fracture

+   Hip Replacement

+    Kidney Failure

+    Knee Replacement

+    Leukemia, Lymphoma & Myeloma

+    Lung Cancer Surgery

+    Pneumonia

+    Spinal Fusion

+   Stroke

Washington Regional is proud to be 
here for you with compassionate, high 
quality care.

HIGH PERFORMING RATING IN FOURTEEN AREAS OF CARE

Four Years Running
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Creating Back to the Future: 
The Musical

Broadway Series

By Robert Zemeckis, Oscar and Golden Globe-winning director 
and co-creator of the movie Back to the Future

Originally published in Creating Back to the Future: 
The Musical and reprinted with permission

Back to the Future 
co-writer Bob Gale.

Because Back to the Future was an original screenplay, we owned 

the theatrical rights. Not Universal, not Amblin. No, this was 

Zemeckis & Gale, all the way. And that put us in the driver’s seat. 

So, we came to a simple decision. If at any point we thought the 

musical wouldn’t be worthy of being called Back to the Future, we 

would push the red button, kill the entire project, and never look 

back. That was our protection against “spectacular failure.” 

More than once on the roller coaster of the development process, 

we considered pushing it. The time I recall most clearly was when 

we had trouble finding a director. 

I actually flirted with the idea of 

directing the show myself. Then, 

good sense prevailed when I 

realized that if I got into serious hot 

water, I’d have to fire myself and 

that would redefine “spectacular 

failure.” At that point, the red button 

seemed very enticing. 

But, as you all know, we never 

pushed it. I credit the creative team for helping to keep our fingers 

safely away. Bob and I would get depressed and fatalistic, and 

then Alan Silvestri and Glen Ballard would bring us a wonderful 

new song that reminded us of what the show could be. Our 2017 

showcase, when I first got to hear many of our songs performed 

properly, was a revelation. After that, we had the enthusiasm 

of producer Colin Ingram and the passion of director John 

Rando whose collective experience put any setbacks in proper 

perspective. They brought in an incredibly talented cast and crew 

In 2005, after my wife Leslie suggested we explore a theatrical 

musical based on Back to the Future, there was one thing Bob 

Gale and I knew for sure: If such a musical never happened, the 

world would be just fine. By 2005, the movies had risen in stature, 

and we didn’t want to compromise that stature. More importantly, 

as theater neophytes, a musical was not just a total unknown 

to us, it was a serious risk. We risked alienating our fans and 

squandering the goodwill the world had for our franchise. We 

could not only fail, we could fail spectacularly. 

No one would ever criticize us for not making Back to the Future: 

The Musical. Clearly, aborting the idea was the one safe choice, 

with absolutely no downside. 

And yet ... seeing a great musical is an experience like no other. 

There’s an energy in live theater that you can’t get with cinema. 

And there was the lure of trying something outside our comfort 

zone. Could we actually pull it off? Would we kick ourselves years 

later for not even trying it? How 

could we not at least explore 

it? We went back and 

forth on the subject. 

And that’s where 

our secret weapon 

came in, “the red 

button.”

 

“Seeing a great 

musical is an 

experience like 

no other.”
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Creating Back to the Future: 
The Musical Left clockwise: Don Stephenson (Doc Brown) 

and Caden Brauch (Marty McFly). Zan Berube 
(Lorraine Baines), Burke Swanson (George McFly), 
Caden Brauch (Marty McFly) and the Company of 
BACK TO THE FUTURE: THE MUSICAL. Photos 
by Matthew Murphy and Evan Zimmerman, 2024

and, with Bob Gale always there to 

keep the train on the tracks, that 

red button was soon left far behind. 

Thanks, everyone, there could be 

no better creative team! 

Writing this, I now think the world 

actually might be a little better 

because Back to the Future: The 

Musical exists. It certainly is for me, and I think it’s true for 

the vast majority of those who’ve seen it. I literally had tears 

in my eyes on opening night in Manchester; that’s how 

happy I was (and still am) with the show. And now, when I 

encounter that rare person who has never seen the movie 

who asks me, “Which version should I see, the movie or the 

musical?” I answer, “The musical!” And then I add, “But the 

movie’s pretty good too!”

8 SHOWS /

April 
8-13

Series Sponsor: 

Premier Broadway 

Series Support: 

Bob & Becky Alexander

Series Support: 

Friends of Broadway

Local Engagement Support: 

Show Underwriter: 

The Starling Family

Media Sponsors: 

Celebrating 
10 years of 
discoveries!

1009 Museum Way Bentonville, AR 72712 
amazeum.org

Scan to learn more 
about our amazing 
programs for all ages.
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Volunteers help with nearly every aspect of the work we do at 
Walton Arts Center, from taking your tickets and helping you find 
your seat to stuffing programs into this magazine to helping with 
administrative tasks and so much more. They provide thousands 
of hours of service every year and we couldn’t operate without 
them! In the words of our Director of Facilities Tom Debari, 
volunteers are “the glue of this performing arts center!”

But you don’t have to take our word for it – here are some stories 
shared by patrons about our volunteers going above and beyond!

“My three-year-old son has autism and we 
went into the theater a few times, but it 

seemed to upset him so he and I spent 
most our time outside of the theater,” 
says Mary Wilson, who attended Bluey’s 
Big Play with her family. “The volunteers 

and staff were so kind to us the entire 
time. Someone showed us to the sensory 

area, someone brought him pencils and paper 
to draw on ... they even let him touch the big balloon balls used for 
the end of the show before they brought them into the theater! He 
may not have sat through the whole show, but he had a great time 
thanks to the wonderful ushers and staff. I wanted to reach out 

with sincere thanks for everyone who worked in the lobby that day 
– everyone was so kind and so understanding of my son’s needs.”

“This volunteer at Walton Arts Center, Peggy, did the sweetest 
thing for me, a total stranger, last night,” says patron Bobbi Austin. 
“I had to step out during the first act of Mean Girls The Musical 
to do some over-the-phone-parenting (of which she had to hear 
every stern word). She reassured me that she was a mom and 
remembers those days and calmed me down enough to go back 
in and enjoy the musical. While we talked, she was crocheting 
something and explained that it was a dishtowel that she gives out 
to friends and family every year for Christmas. After the musical 
was over, she found me in the crowd and gave me the dishtowel 
she had been working on during our conversation. It might be the 
best gift I receive this year – how kind and thoughtful!” 

Volunteering at WAC

If you are interested in joining this stellar 
volunteer team and creating great experiences 
for patrons, students, teachers, donors and 
staff, please visit waltonartscenter.org/volunteer.

Volunteering at WAC

Five Stars for our 
Fantastic Volunteer Crew
The reviews are in, and our volunteers are the best in Northwest Arkansas!
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Transforming spaces.
Expanding possibilities.

Improving lives.

Five Stars for our 
Fantastic Volunteer Crew
The reviews are in, and our volunteers are the best in Northwest Arkansas!

Lori Acuncius
Heather Agerton
Cindy Aguirre
Bruce Ahrendsen
Jolene Ahrendsen
Brenda Alison
Jacque Allen
Michael Allen
Amy Anthony
Pamela Austin
Cassie Baker
Ruth Baker
Jeanie Baltz
Andreina Barrett
Diane Bashuk
Betsy Batey
Pam Beard
Bobbye Beecher
Chris Bell
Linda Bell
Marianne Bieker
Caleb Birr
David Boddie
Karmen Boddie
Buddy Bowman
Cathe Bowman
Karla Bradley
Sharon Brasko
Lisa Breivogel
Ruth Brenneman
Barry Brown

Colleen Brown
Debi Buckley
Paula Burks
Tammy Cable
Bri Cannady
Amelia Catanzaro
Rene Cheek
Elaine Cheney
Kay Coley
Jeff Cornelsen
Kelly Cornelsen
Karen Coyne
Jeri Crabb
Diana Danforth
Rhonda Darden
Holly Daste
Shannon Davis
Jerry Davison
Judy Davison
Patti Deen
Mary DeGolyer
Dennis Dinkel
John Dixon
Rebecca Doretti
Helen Edsall
Mary Foster
Stephanie Freeman
Susan Garriss
Richard Gerety
Joel Giarrusso
Kimberly Gillow

Carrie Goff
Annette Goll
Sharon Gray
Avi Greene
Peggy Guccione
Nicole Gulas
Ann Hafar
Ali Haines
Gina Harris
Mark Harris
Mary Harvey
Curtis Hendricks
Jeanne Hickman
Candace Hoggatt
Diana Hoke
Gayle Howard
Kathryn Hunt
Amy Huycke
Mark Huycke
Carole Jackson
Katie Jackson
Mark Jackson
Donn Johnson
Paula Johnson
Rick Jones
Leah Karp
Joyce Keller
Kathy Knight
Jenny Knowles
Catherine Koch
Chuck Kraeger

Jenny Lee
Annette Lewis
Michael Lietzke
Morgan Lindsey
Annee Littell
Gabrielle Marcy
Pam Marsh
Greg Martin
Leslie Martinez
Denise May
Sharon McCone
Donna McKellar
Barbara McMullen
Victoria Meyers
Laura Minick
James Minyard
Shannon Mitchell
Nancy Mock
Sandee Moffett
Mario Moreno
Pat Moriarity
Peggy Moriarity
Maureen Neagle
Rachel Nielsen
Uche Ofodile
Pat Olsen
Carl Owens
David Owens
Sunshine Owens
Janet Oxford
Michael Oxford

Glenda Patterson
Allie Peduto
Tom Perry
Jeannie Philpott
Ann Porta
Ronit Portet
Jim Price
Michelle Price
Leslie Redmon
Laurie Reh
Teresita Reisinger
Robyn Rektor
Jerry Retallick
MariAnne Retallick
Joyce Richards
Janet Richardson
Connie Robbins
Anita Sampley
Charlotte Shaffer
Terri Shea
Teresa Shelden
Clifton Sherrer
Paulette Sherrer
Olivia Shirkey
Jeanne Silvestri
Reese Smith
Riley Smith
Jason Sneed
Amanda Snider
Charlotte Sorenson
Carol Spears

Stephanie Springate
Shelley Steele
Peggy Stovesand
Kerry Stricker
Jerald Swenson
Marie Swenson
Jhonnie Taylor
Lauren Terry
Theresa Thibado
Sharon Thomason
Vicki Thompson
Becky Timmons
Patty Tisdale
Peter Tooker
Peggy Treiber
Marc Villalva
Carol Vogler
Fawne Wallace
Varady Walters
Ben Walworth
Terry Wamsher
Rana Weidman
Laura Welkey
Angelika Will
Tiff Wimberly
Rachel Wolverton
Michael Wulf
Nan Yarnelle
Katy Young
Kelly Young
Amanda Zoellick

Walton Arts Center would like to share our appreciation for the many 
generous volunteers whose time and dedication make our programming possible.
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At Walton Arts Center, we are incredibly fortunate to have a team 

of talented, passionate individuals who are deeply committed to 

making the arts accessible to everyone. When we started plans 

to create an arts education award, our staff decided that the first 

award should honor one of our own – Dr. Patricia (“Dr. Pat”) Relph, 

a dedicated arts education advocate and a true powerhouse in arts 

learning across Arkansas.

In 2005, Relph became the first arts learning 

specialist at Walton Arts Center and has served 

Northwest Arkansas students in this role for 

two decades. Career achievements during 

that time include being a teaching artist in 

six SmART residency schools in our state, 

sitting as an artist in education on the roster 

of the Arkansas Arts Council and training 

Arkansas educators in arts integration in 

annual professional development programs. 

She is an arts advocate at the state and 

national level and a founding member of the 

Partners in Education Program at the John F. 

Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. Relph received 

the Arkansas Arts Council’s 2005 Governor’s Arts Award and has 

trained thousands of teachers, ultimately impacting hundreds of 

thousands students in our area. 

Relph’s love of the 

arts came from 

her training in the 

arts, including a 

bachelor’s in theater 

from the University 

of Kansas and a 

master’s and Ph.D. 

in speech and 

drama from Bowling Green State University. She is a reader at 

the Folger Shakespeare Library, The Shakespeare Centre Library 

at Stratford-upon-Avon, England and the National Library of 

the United Kingdom. She’s been a director, choreographer and 

performing artist.  

In September 2024, we debuted The Dr. Patricia C. Relph Arts 

Education Award to recognize outstanding local arts educators. The 

inaugural award was presented to Relph at AMP Up the Arts, a new 

fundraising event for Walton Arts Center. The evening also included 

a dinner, Q&A and concert with hip-hop artist Nelly, all while 

bringing the important work of arts educators and advocates center 

stage. This award will honor the legacy and vision of its namesake 

and will be presented annually at this fundraiser to celebrate 

schools, educators, volunteers and arts leaders who exemplify 

Relph’s dedication to enriching education through the arts.

www.bordinos.com

15% OFF
YOUR TOTAL PURCHASE

*DINE-IN ONLY (EXCLUDES ALCOHOL)
*DICKSON ST. LOCATION ONLY

15% OFF
YOUR TOTAL PURCHASE

*DINE-IN ONLY (EXCLUDES ALCOHOL)
*DICKSON ST. LOCATION ONLY

Dr. Patricia (“Dr. Pat”) 
Relph is a dedicated arts 
education advocate and a 
true powerhouse in arts 

learning across Arkansas.

Arts Education Award 
Named for Staff Member 
and First Recipient: 
Dr. Patricia C. Relph
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fayetteville
3453 N. Steele Blvd.  |  (479) 332-7810

rogers
1101 S. 52nd St.  |  (479) 326-6172

bentonville
1001 S. Walton Blvd.  |  (479) 418-0715

Your future is with us! 

www.sterbank.bank 479.582.0400        INNATCARNALLHALL.COM

465 N. ARKANSAS AVENUE, FAYETTEVILLE,  AR

The Best of Fayetteville 
is always in View

DestinationRogers.com

PLAYFUL

EXCITING

WELCOMING
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Psst: Don’t Forget the “Unspoken” 
Rules of Theatergoing!

Arrive on time! Showing up late for the show disturbs 
those around you, and for many shows, you might get 
caught in a seating hold, when entry to the theater is 
prohibited, and miss part of the show.

Please silence and put away your cell phones so they 
do not distract others. Even if you’re just checking a text or 
game score, the light from your phone can be distracting 
to both your neighbors and the performers on stage. 
Photography and videography are strictly prohibited during 
the show.

Unwrap candies and cough drops before the show 
begins. We all know that trying to do so quietly during a 
performance never works. 

Don’t know when to clap? After a song or scene is always 
appreciated. When in doubt, follow your fellow audience 
members. Don’t know when to laugh? When something 
is funny!

Don’t talk during the show. 
You paid good money for this 
show, don’t ruin it for others by 
talking during the performance. 
Shushing and commenting to 
others is just as distracting as the 
original offense. If you’re attending with 
a young child, arrive early and explain the 
story to your little one before the show starts. 

Attending a musical and want to sing along to one of 
your favorite songs? Repress the urge! The actors onstage 
don’t give away their talents for free, so why should you?

In an effort to be more sustainable, digital programs are 
available for every show – you can view these programs on 
your phone before and after the show and at intermission.

ENJOY THE SHOW!

Everyone is welcome in Walton Arts Center’s Baum Walker Hall and Starr Theater!  

Whether this is your first visit or your 50th, below are some simple etiquette tips to help make this performance 
more enjoyable for you, your fellow audience members and the performers on stage.

The live performing arts are a shared experience. Keeping these tips in mind as well as practicing common courtesy can help ensure 
everyone has a fantastic experience at Walton Arts Center.

  

Walton Arts Center’s  
signature fundraising  
event for arts education

For tickets and sponsorship information,  
contact sponsorship@waltonartscenter.org.
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Friends of Walton Arts Center help us share the 
transformative experience of the arts with our 
community through free school field trips, educator 
professional development, ticket access programs 
and so much more.

Be a Light. Set the Stage.

Become a Friend! 
Plus, as a Friend you’ll get star treatment all 
season long with incredible benefits like:
+ 	Reserved Friends Parking
+ 	Complimentary drinks and hors d’oeuvres in our Friends Lounge
+ 	Invitations to behind-the-scenes events
+ 	Access to pre-sales

SCAN
HERE!

friends@waltonartscenter.org479.384.4989

Explore all the exciting benefits we offer and become a Friend today by visiting 
waltonartscenter.org/friends.

PROUD TO SUPPORT WORLD-CLASS ARTS 
AND WORLD-CLASS CARE IN NWA

LEARN MORE at UAMS.Health/ARTS

  
Official Orthopaedics & Sports Medicine  
Provider for Razorback® Athletics

LIKE YOU, WE’RE 
100% FOCUSED 
ON PEAK 
PERFORMANCE
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APRIL 11 Treaty Oak Revival

APRIL 27 RÜFÜS DU SOL with Sofia Kourtesis

MAY 2 SESSANTA V 2.0: Primus, Puscifer, A Perfect Circle

 MAY 3 Staind & Breaking Benjamin with Wage War and Lakeview

MAY 16 Alison Krauss & Union Station featuring Jerry Douglas with Willie Watson

MAY 17 Nate Bargatze

JUNE 5 Thomas Rhett with Tucker Wetmore & The Castellows

JUNE 14 Bailey Zimmerman with Dylan Marlowe & Drew Baldridge

JULY 19 Goo Goo Dolls with Dashboard Confessional

AUGUST 3 “Weird Al” Yankovic with Puddles Pity Party

SEPTEMBER 30 Papa Roach x Rise Against with Underoath 

2025 Upcoming Events

Your live music 
destination!

These shows and more on sale now at amptickets.com!



Fully-Covered 
Transportation 
Fuels Arts Experiences

Each year, thousands of students visit Walton Arts Center to see 
a show for free through the Classroom Series. For many schools, 
participation is made possible largely through a bus subsidy 
which helps offset the cost of transportation for classes coming to 
the theater.

In our 2023-24 season, Jasper High School 
traveled the furthest, covering 75 miles to 
reach our venue. Washington Elementary 
had the shortest distance at just .6 mile, and 
schools travelled from every distance in-
between. Overall, the mileage travelled by all 
schools totaled 1,610 miles, and they took 
approximately 585 buses to get here. 

While the cost of transportation by bus varies 
by school and distance, this cost can be a barrier to attendance. 
For example, a district may charge $0.50 per mile for the bus and 
$20 per hour for the bus driver, who preps the bus, drives to and 
from the theater and waits during the hour-long show. 

“Schools face a lot of barriers when it comes to field trips 
such as justifying time out of the classroom, finding substitute 
teachers for any students who need to stay at the school and 
transportation,” says Sallie Zazal, director of learning and 
engagement. “Transportation challenges include the cost of gas, 

bus maintenance, paying the drivers, not to 
mention a bus driver shortage. Our goal is to 
serve every student in Northwest Arkansas, 
and making a field trip to our theaters 
accessible is part of that mission.”

Along with generous financial support from 
J.B. Hunt Transport Services Inc. and Mrs. 
Hunt, we are now able to cover 100% of bus 
costs for schools.  

“By giving children high-quality arts experiences, we’re hopeful 
they will not only grow up to have an appreciation for the arts but 
also feel comfortable in our space and recognize that Walton Arts 
Center is for everyone,” says Zazal.

Photos by Jason Vinson Photography

“Our goal is to serve 
every student in 

Northwest Arkansas, 
and making a field trip to 
our theaters accessible 
is part of that mission.”
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This school year, Walton Arts Center kicked off a new after-

school program that gives students at four local institutions the 

opportunity to learn the elements of hip-hop, including music, 

lyrics, dance and stage presence, on-site and at no cost to them. 

 

“Hip-hop is the most popular genre of American music and 

dance, but there are often costs and barriers to receiving quality 

instruction,” said Sallie Zazal, director of learning and engagement 

for Walton Arts Center. “We want to remove those barriers with this 

program. Hip-hop also holds a special place in the history of dance 

in America, and learning about its roots also teaches students 

American history. It’s a great example of arts integration.” 

 

The teaching artists represent the best of the NWA hip-hop scene, 

including hip-hop choreographers and teachers CeCe Marie and 

Joshoua Vang, songwriter, rapper and music producer Jeremiah 

Pickett (aka B.A.A.N.G.), audio engineer and fashion designer 

Jasper Logan and DJ Antonio Williams.  

 

Walton Arts Center worked with Aysha Upchurch, research 

director of Project Zero at Harvard University’s Graduate School of 

Education and founder of the classroom lab project HipHopEx to 

develop curriculum along with the teaching artists.  

 

The program is divided into two six-week sessions in the fall 

focused on dance, music and stage presence and one 12-

week session in the spring with younger students focused on 

choreography and songwriting, and older students on writing, 

choreographing and producing their own music video.

  

During the first six-week session, 76 students at Washington and 

Leverett elementary schools, the Fayetteville Boys & Girls Club 

and Fayetteville ALLPS School of Innovation have participated 

in the program. The program is not only popular – it reached full 

enrollment as soon as it was announced – but it’s also making a 

positive impact on the students and the schools.  

 

“This amazing program has given my students so much hope and 

joy,” said Michelle LeBlanc, teacher at Fayetteville ALLPS School 

of Innovation. “These kids are struggling in so many ways. This 

has given them an unforgettable moment to feel successful, to 

cultivate community and to grow as a team. I have no doubt it will 

be something they remember for the rest of their lives.” 

 

The program will 

end in May with a 

live performance 

on Walton Arts 

Center’s stage and an 

originally produced 

EP album with four or 

five tracks. 

See creativity in action! 
Scan here to watch 

the student’s 

self-produced 

music video.

Walton Arts Center Takes 
Hip-Hop 101 to Local Students 

38     Walton Arts Center OnStage Spring 2025



Michael Jackson’s iconic music and signature moves are taking 

over Baum Walker Hall in 2025. The Tony Award®-winning musical 

MJ offers an insider’s perspective of the artistry that catapulted 

Michael Jackson to international superstardom and legendary 

status. MJ was created by Tony Award-winning director/

choreographer Christopher Wheeldon and two-time Pulitzer 

Prize winner and playwright Lynn Nottage.

The show takes audiences behind the 

scenes as Michael Jackson prepares for his 

1992 Dangerous World Tour. As the team 

rehearses the setlist – packed with Jackson’s 

most famous tunes, including “Thriller,” 

“Smooth Criminal,” “Billie Jean,” “Beat It” 

and “Bad” – audiences are transported back 

to pivotal moments in his life and witness the 

genius of Jackson’s creative process.

The Washington Post called MJ “a riveting 

adrenaline rush of a show.” WGN Radio said, “MJ is one of the best 

shows ever.” It’s thrilling sold out crowds on Broadway, in cities 

across North America and in London’s West End, so don’t miss the 

biggest musical of the decade as it brings its first national tour to 

Northwest Arkansas for eight performances May 20-25. You know 

the music, now come see the journey of one of the greatest artists 

of all time.

Broadway Series

8 SHOWS /

May
20-25

Jordan Markus as MJ and the cast 
of MJ first national tour. Photos by 
Matthew Murphy.

Local Engagement Series Sponsor: 

Local Engagement Premier 
Broadway Series Support: 

Bob & Becky Alexander

Local Engagement 
Series Support: 

Friends of Broadway

Local Engagement 
Show Support:

 

Local Engagement 
Media Sponsor: 

CELEBRATE 
WITH US!

NORTH BENTONVILLE 
TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS

BENTONVILLE, AR

Startin’ Something 
in Northwest Arkansas

waltonartscenter.org     39



Get Ready to Jam 
with Arkansas’ 
Favorite Vocal 
Festival
The annual VoiceJam A Cappella Festival returns this year with 
concerts and workshops for all a cappella enthusiasts. From the 
headliner concert, The Edge Effect, on Friday, April 4 at 7:30pm, to 
workshops and the VoiceJam Competition on Saturday, April 5 at 
7:30pm, to a “One-Day Choir” opportunity on Sunday, April 6, this is 
a celebration of all things a cappella!

Before the aca-amazing festival weekend, we sat down with 
Rob Dietz, one of this year’s competition judges and workshop 
instructors. Dietz is a multiple award-winning singer, vocal 
percussionist, composer and teacher, performing a cappella-style 
arrangements for over 20 years. He also served as a VoiceJam 
Competition judge in 2023. 

How did you get into this 

performance style?

I started singing a cappella as a 
freshman in high school, though 
I discovered contemporary a 
cappella through my middle 
school choir teacher, and I was 
immediately drawn in by how 

creative it is as an art form. There are just so many different ways 
the voice can be used! I was also big into both choral singing and 
pop singing, and a cappella felt like a really great way to bridge the 
two genres. As soon as I got to high school, I knew I had to try it for 
myself, so I got a few of my friends together and we started a quintet 
that sang together all the way through our senior year.

What do you enjoy about a cappella competitions? 

I love when groups bring a variety of different performance styles 
to competition. A cappella is a choice of instrumentation, not a 
genre – meaning you can sing a cappella in any genre you want! A 
lot of groups sing pop music, but there are often influences of jazz, 
hip-hop, R&B, country, gospel, soul – you name it. I love it when 
groups incorporate different genres for competition in ways that 
feel really unique to them – it can result in some very memorable 
musical moments! Plus it’s always fun to show off what the human 
voice is capable of! There’s a magic to hearing sounds come from 
another person and thinking “How did they do that?”

What advice would you give to someone who is just 

getting started in a cappella?  

Don’t be afraid to try new things and make mistakes! When I was 
getting into a cappella, it was in a pre-YouTube/Instagram/TikTok 
world – I’m grateful for that because it meant I got to make a lot of 
mistakes without my attempts winding up on the internet. These 
days, your very first performance can easily wind up out there 
for everyone to see, and that’s understandably scary! Know that 
nobody has it all figured out from day one, and don’t be afraid to 
give it a shot.

“It’s always fun to 
show off what the 
human voice
is capable of!”

- Rob Dietz

VoiceJam Sponsors: Show Underwriter: 

Jason Viator
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Spotlight on the Corporate Leadership Council

Underwoods 
Fine Jewelers
Tyler Hyde Underwood, 
Creative Director and Designer

Behind the scenes, a group of over 30 business leaders is making 
a difference at Walton Arts Center and beyond. The Corporate 
Leadership Council plans and helps promote fundraising events that 
support arts education programs, which seek to impact over 25,000 
students and educators in Northwest Arkansas each year. 

Tyler Hyde Underwood, creative director and designer for 
Underwoods Fine Jewelers, is a member of Walton Arts Center’s 
Corporate Leadership Council, and we sat down with her to learn 
more about her experience. 

Why did Underwoods Fine Jewelers decide to support 

Walton Arts Center?

Underwoods has been a supporter of Walton Arts Center since the 
very beginning. Our founder, Bill Underwood, was able to appreciate 
the cultural significance of performing arts and saw a need for 
Fayetteville to have more access to that outlet. Having Walton 
Arts Center on Dickson Street has greatly contributed to the entire 
growth of NWA. We love supporting such an incredible organization 
that has pioneered the promotion of arts education and positively 
influences the creative direction in our area.

What led you to serve on CLC?

Growing up in Baton Rouge, Lousiana, I was a member of Les 
Jeunes Amis, or “Young Friends of The Symphony,” 

where I fell in love with performing arts. As someone who was 
never inspired by academics in school, I experienced something 
groundbreaking from the creativity I saw when viewing those 
performances. After moving to Fayetteville, I realized that not only 
was there a world-class performing arts center down the street, but 
one that dedicated so much to promoting arts education. Even more 
so, arts education that impacts countless kids like me. 

How can business leaders come together to support 

the arts?

Our community would be very gray if it were all business and no 
play. Without the creativity that those in the performing arts space 
create, we wouldn’t be where we are today as a region. I encourage 
you to consider supporting Walton Arts Center through its various 
events – not only does that support have the potential to color your 
world differently, but it opens you up to an energy that promotes 
creativity in your work life.

To connect your business with Walton Arts Center, 
contact Jeff Pratt, senior director of corporate 
partnerships, at jpratt@waltonartscenter.org
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Symphony of Northwest Arkansas
Paul Haas, Music Director

Jupiter Rising
SUNDAY MATINEE PERFORMANCE

FEBRUARY 16 / 2PM

American Voices:
Rhapsody in Blue
APRIL 19 / 7:30PM

The 2024-25 
Season Continues!

Tickets On Sale Now! sonamusic.org  / 479.443.5600
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TRG CLIENT:  
Choctaw Casino
PRJ# 076055
RESORT: 
Pocola
PUB:
Walton Art Center/
OnStage
L: 7 X 9
T: 8 X 10
B: 8.25 X 10.25
INSERTION 
DATES: 
2024/2025 
Season
SCALE BUILT:  
100%
CONTACT: 
Karen Newman
214-891-5875
 

choctawcasinos.com

At Choctaw Casino & Resort–Pocola,  we do things a little  
differently. With intriguing promotions and surprises around 

every corner, your favorite games are just the beginning.
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