
fr David 1940-2007

Father David Leftwich, O.S.B., monk of the Abbey 
of Jesus Christ Crucified, Esquipulas, Chiquimula, 
Guatemala, died peacefully in Hospital Nuestra 
Senora del Pilar in Guatemala City, Guatemala on 
Saturday, 10 February, the Feast of Saint Scho-
lastica. He had entered the hospital with a hem-
orrhage to the brain. Surgical procedures were 
performed to correct the problem. He died of 
pneumonia. He was 66 years old.
	 Son of the late Robert Charles Leftwich Sr. and 
Elsie Kohler Leftwich, Fr David was born in New 
Orleans on 8 October 1940. He attended Saint 
Joseph Seminary and entered Saint Joseph Ab-
bey in 1960 and made his profession of vows as a 
Benedictine monk on 25 August 1961. He was or-
dained priest on 28 May 1966. At Saint Joseph’s, 
he served in various jobs and ministries, including 
vocation director, Camp Abbey manager, Christian 
Life Center director and abbey treasurer.
	 In 1977 Fr David went to Guatemala and later 
transferred his vows to the Abbey of Jesus Christ 
Crucified. He worked in various jobs and ministries 
at Jesucristo Crucificado and was well respected 
in his priestly ministry and in his attentive care for 
those in need.

	 Fr David was also a very good photographer. 
On his last visit here, he bought a nice digital 
camera, which allowed him to email photos to his 
friends easily (the photo at top is David’s). One 
person described Fr David very well: “What a gen-
tle person he was!” And we don’t forget his gift of 
humor. May he rest in peace.
	 A memorial Mass was celebrated at Saint  
Joseph Abbey on Saturday, 14 April. Fr David is 
survived by his sister, Lurline Leftwich Chaney of 
Covington.

fr MARIAN 1923-2007

Father Marian Edward Larmann, OSB, monk of 
Saint Joseph Abbey in Saint Benedict, La., died 
at Oschner Medical Center - Westbank, Gretna, 
La., on 6 June following a lengthy illness. He was 
84 years old.
	 Son of the late Edward John Larmann Sr., and 
Marie Edna Fernandez, Fr Marian was born in New 
Orleans on 15 March 1923. He made his profes-
sion as a monk of Saint Joseph on 20 August 1942 
and was ordained priest on 7 June 1947.
	 He is preceded in death by his sisters, Anna Mae 
Larmann Maher and Catherine Marie Larmann, both 
of New Orleans, La. He is survived by one brother, 
Alfred Louis Larmann of Delmonst, Penn., and four 
sisters, Marie Larmann Jacob of Baton Rouge, La., 
Carol Larmann Springmann of Metairie, La., Joan 
Larmann Drewes of Jefferson, La. and Margaret  
Larmann Osterhold of Arabi, La.
	 Fr Marian served as a professor in Saint  
Joseph Seminary 1946-99 and as prefect of dis-
cipline l957-62. He was acting rector of the semi-
nary from l962-64, becoming rector in 1964 and 
rector of Saint Joseph Seminary College in 1967. 
He was director of the Abbey Youth Camp, l960-
62 and served as consulter to the abbot from 
1964-71. He served in Saint Benedict Church in 
Covington as pastor and as pastor at Saint Peter’s 
Church in Covington, La. In addition to these pa-
rochial duties he was Chaplain at Saint Scholas-
tica Convent, 1974-78. In 2005 he was priest in 
residence at Annunciation Parish in Bogalusa and 
then retired to the Abbey
	 His body was received on Monday, 11 June, in 
the Abbey Church followed by a vigil service. The 
funeral Mass was on Tuesday, 12 June, with burial 
in the Abbey Cemetery. 
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live the monastic identity

by Br Jude Israel, vocations director

The vocations committee is excited to announce the 
beginning of “Living the Monastic Identity.” The pro-
gram, to be held twice a year, is a week-long experi-
ence in monastic life. It is designed for men between 
the ages of 20 and 45 who would like to participate 
in the life of the monastery and possibly discern a 
vocation to the monastic life. During the week, the 
participants pray and work with the monks as well 
as have seminars on topics related to monasticism. 
The first Living the Monastic Identity week was held 
from 6 July through 11 July. The next date has yet 
to be set. 
	 Anyone interested in more information is 
asked to contact Br. Jude Israel, OSB, vocation 
director of Saint Joseph Abbey at 985 867-2249 
or through e-mail at brjude@sjasc.edu.
	 Interested men are also invited to visit our 
web site at www.saintjosephabbey.com.

Fr Cyril’s Ordination

Fr Cyril Kenneth Crawford, OSB, of Saint Joseph 
Abbey in Saint Benedict, La., was ordained to 
the priesthood on Saturday, 28 April, by Most 
Reverend Alfred C. Hughes, Archbishop of New  
Orleans. Fr Cyril, a native of Shreveport, made 
first profession of monastic vows in 2001 and  
solemn monastic profession in 2004.
	 Fr Cyril holds a B.A. in Philosophy from Saint 
Joseph Seminary College and began studies for the 
priesthood at Notre Dame Seminary in New Orleans. 
He completed his studies at Saint Meinrad School 
of Theology in Saint Meinrad, Ind., and graduated 
12 May with a Master of Divinity degree. In a year, 
Fr Cyril will begin doctoral studies in philosophy at 
the American College in Leuven, Belgium.

fr Lawrence’s 50th

from Abbot Justin’s jubilee homily

A number of years ago, a book came out entitled, 
Can Anyone Say Forever? It was a response and 
an answer to a prevailing attitude and belief in our 
society, which holds that, not only is it impossible 
to say forever, there is no value in saying forever.
	 Our celebration today of Fr Lawrence’s 50th 
anniversary of monastic profession stands in 
sharp contrast to this culture of noncommitment. 
Fifty years of fidelity to vows, whether marriage 
vows or religious vows, proclaims to our culture, 
grown cynical about commitment, that “yes, one 
can say forever.” We would add that it is accom-
plished only with God’s grace and help. Without 
this grace and help our commitment weakens and 
sometimes fails.
	 The apostle Peter is an example of how com-
mitments can weaken and fail, but more impor-
tantly, he is a model of how we can recommit 
ourselves even after great failure. Because of 
the infinite mercy of Christ and the abundance 
of His grace, Peter is able to recommit himself to 
Christ for the rest of his life through his three-fold  
declaration of love. And what does Christ promise 
him in return for his commitment? He promises a 
share in his passion. For every form of Christian 
commitment is a call to sacrifice, to freely give of 
one’s self, and in that giving to discover true life. 
By this giving of one’s self, we are molded into the 
pattern of Christ’s death, to use an image of St 
Paul, a death that gives life.
	 St Benedict promises the same thing to the 
monk when he concludes the Prologue to his Rule: 
“Never swerving from his instructions, then, but 
faithfully observing His teaching in the monastery 
until death, we shall, through patience, share in His 
kingdom.”  The monastic commitment is a share in 
the greatest commitment of all — the cross!
	 On 23 August 1957, Lawrence Joseph Phelps 
made his monastic profession, committing himself 
to a life of self-offering to God, to the Church, and 
to this community. His life has been one of giving, 
of faithfulness, and of dedication, from his years 
as a seminary professor, registrar, academic dean, 
guest master, alumni director, and treasurer, to 
weekend parish ministry, especially at St James 
Major Church in New Orleans and later as Pastor 
of Annunciation Church in Bogalusa. These are just 
some of the ways Fr Lawrence has given himself in 
fidelity. They are the public ways and many know 
them, but there are countless other ways he has 
selflessly given of himself that are known only to 
God and those he helped. He did and continues to 
do this in a humble and quiet way. His has been a 
constant  “yes, Lord, I love you.”
	 Fr Lawrence, thank you for your example of 
fidelity to the monastic way of life; thank you for 
your generosity and your concern for your con-
freres, and for the many ways you minister to 
God’s people; but especially thank you for answer-
ing with your own life, “yes, one can say forever!”

seminary news 

Commencement

It’s sad to see them go, but this year’s graduates 
are moving on well prepared for anything in life 
— theology, graduate or professional study in  
another discipline, or employment in the working 
world.
	 After receiving excellent formation and academ-
ic training, these new alumni would no doubt agree. 
On the podium in the student refectory, someone 
had written a final message on a note pad: “SJSC is 
the coolest.” That is an authentic compliment from 
any student, especially a seminarian who knows 
that studies and formation can be as grueling as 
they are rewarding.

	 The Seminary College thanks Bishop Ronald 
Herzog of the Diocese of Alexandria for presiding 
over the Baccalaureate Mass; Archbishop Alfred 
Hughes, Chancellor of the Seminary College, for 
his presence at the graduation ceremony; and 
the evening’s excellent commencement speak-
er, Bishop Edmond Carmody, of the Diocese of  
Corpus Christi.
	 May the peace of Christ and God’s own love 
be with you, gentlemen.

hannan’s birthday

Friends and coworkers of Archbishop Philip  
Hannan recently gathered at the Abbey to  
celebrate his 94th birthday. Archbishop Hannan 
retired as archbishop of New Orleans in 1989 
after 24 years of service. During his distinguished 
years as ordinary, he served as chancellor of 
Saint Joseph Seminary College and chairman of 
the Board of Trustees. He has remained active 
throughout his retirement and continues to op-
erate Focus Worldwide Catholic Network. Here 
he is pictured at his party with his successors in  
office, retired Archbishop Francis Schulte (left) 
and Archbishop Alfred Hughes (middle).

see more photos at
saintjosephabbey.com

Alumni news

87th Alumni Homecoming 

In spite of the date, the 87th Annual Alumni 
Homecoming on Friday, 13 April went off without 
any major disasters, except that everyone stayed 
up way too late talking to their friends. We still 
made it to vigils, though!
	 As usual, all alumni were invited to attend 
Homecoming, but this year we celebrated the 
50th anniversary of the Class of 1957 and the 
25th anniversary of the Class of 1982. The Class 
of 1957, led by “Mac” Charitat made a special 
effort to get as many classmates as they could for 
the gathering.
	 The “tumbler” also celebrated its 25th anni-
versary with a special commemorative edition, 
a copy of the original. It was only available at 
the registration desk, so if you missed it, you’ll 
have to wait another five years. But don’t wait, 
come on over next year and join us for Mass and  
supper. You know we always have a good time.
	 Thanks to everyone who contributed: Arch-
bishop Oscar Lipscomb, who presided; Bishop 
Joseph Latino, who homilized; schola alumni, 
who harmonized; Alumnus of the Year Henry  
Carrigee, who is always supportive; and of course, 
to all of you who came. We had a lot of fun.

mark your calendars!

Deo Gratias 2007

Baton Rouge
9 September
6 – 9 p.m.
The Catholic Life Center
Baton Rouge, LA
This is a chance for our BR-area friends to 
support Saint Joseph Seminary College. 
Food will be graciously donated by Chef 
John Folse. Come meet and mingle with 
the seminarians and monks for a night 
that all will enjoy.

Covington
27 October
Follows 5:30 vespers – 11 p.m.
Saint Joseph Abbey + Seminary College
Saint Benedict, LA
This is our on-campus premier fundraiser 
for the seminary college. We’ll have great 
food, music for all and wonderful raffle 
and auction items. It will be a night you 
definitely don’t want to miss.

more information
Tickets for both events: $75 per person

Sponsorship opportunities available
contact Vanessa Crouere

985 867-2242
vcrouere@sjasc.edu



philosophy class besides the opening line, “What 
struck ya?,” was his desire not so much that we 
understand, but that we struggle and desire to  
understand. He inspired this in students, which was 
truly the mark of a great teacher.
	 His final lesson to us was on how to struggle 
with sickness and death. How to accept this strip-
ping of all we have come to love and possess, how 
to face the precariousness of life without losing 
hope, without losing faith, without becoming bitter 
and how to endure it all because of faith in a fuller 
and greater life to come.
	 He did not have to go on the streets to teach 
the good news – he taught us from his bed.

Rector's Letter

President-Rector Gregory Boquet, OSB
 
Growing up I always felt sorry for the kids picked 
last for games. You know what I’m talking about. 
Maybe some of you were those kids. I'm not even 
sure they do it this way anymore, but here is 
how it usually went. Two guys would be picked 
as captains because of their athletic ability, then 
they would get to alternate picking boys to be on 
their team for whatever game they were playing. 
Naturally, boys were picked in descending order 
of ability. The taller kids got picked earlier for  
basketball; the boys with good throwing arms 
were high in the pecking order for baseball.
	 Some kids never got picked. Maybe that’s not 
the right word. They were always last. Always. No 
matter what the sport. Last. Last. Last. I don’t 
know what the effect of that can be over a life-
time, but it can’t be good.
	 This childhood story came to mind as I  
reflected on today’s gospel reading. It is from 
what is called the Farewell Discourse. Jesus is 
saying goodbye to his disciples. It’s important to 
remember that the Last Supper has already taken 
place and Jesus is headed for the Garden of Geth-
semane, where he will be arrested and then cru-
cified. What we just heard were some of the last 
words that Jesus told his disciples before he died. 
Jesus, knowing the end of his earthly life is near, 
uses these precious few hours to say what he has 
to say, that is, what he feels is the most important 
message to convey to those closest to him. It is 
this: “It was not you who chose me, but I chose 
you.” (Jn 15:16)
	 I just love that verse. It reminds all of us that 
God is the initiator of our relationship with him. It 
is God who chose us, not the other way around. 
In the beginning of time God chose us. From the 
moment of our conception, God chose us. You 
could rightly say that from the beginning of time, 
God has been whispering that choice in our ear. 
God has been quietly singing that choice to us 
in a love song that speaks quietly to our hearts. 
All of these things are designed to lead us to say 
“yes” to God’s choice and say “yes” to God. 

ABBOT'S LETTER

Abbot Justin Brown, OSB

A few months ago during Lent, I was visiting Fr 
Marian in the hospital. I told him that I was on my 
way to a parish to give a talk on suffering and I 
asked him, as one who had not only reflected and 
pondered the meaning of suffering but was also  
living it, what he would say about suffering.
	 As he was apt to do, he went on at great length 
about the meaning of suffering and how he had 
come to accept it in his own life. Once again Fr  
Marian was teaching not just from his sharp and 
keen intellect, but from his heart and his own per-
sonal struggle to make sense of life’s greatest ques-
tion, "Why suffering?"
	 From his hospital bed, Fr Marian told me of 
how suffering strips us of everything we think we 
possess, we think is ours, in order to teach us that 
all we have, especially our lives, belongs to God. 
Suffering takes away everything so that all we have 
is God. Suffering can make us either better people 
or bitter people and he admitted that it is a strug-
gle not to become bitter when one is suffering. His 
deep faith enabled him to find redemption in suf-
fering and to hold on to the promise of St Benedict 
that by patiently sharing in the suffering of Christ 
we may deserve to share in his kingdom.
	 Suffering certainly took away much that Fr 
Marian cherished in life: driving the back roads of 
St Tammany Parish, traveling, being a pastor, giving 
homilies, reading, intellectual pursuits, but it never 
took away his faith. How many times especially in 
his last weeks did he call out in faith to Jesus and 
Mary for help. In his darkest moments, he never 
lost faith and he never lost hope in God’s mercy. 
This was the greatest lesson he ever taught.
	 I believe the foundation of Fr Marian’s faith 
in the midst of suffering was formed long ago in 
deep and intimate moments with God in prayer. 
Since my first days in the monastery, I have been 
inspired by Fr Marian’s fidelity to personal prayer 
as he spent time alone in the Abbey Church every 
day, even after he was assigned to St Peter's and 
St Benedict’s. When he returned to the monastery, 
he was often before the Blessed Sacrament in the 
infirmary chapel. Prayer sustained him throughout 
his life and in the end, all that he had to hold on to 
was prayer.
	 He loved teaching and preaching, and genera-
tions of seminarians were influenced by his passion 
and love of knowledge. On the Sunday afternoon 
he was brought to the hospital, his sister Joan and 
I were with him trying to keep him from getting out 
of bed. Finally I asked him where he wanted to go 
and he answered “on the streets.”  I then asked 
him what he was going to do on the streets and he 
said, “Teach the good news.”
	 Teaching, like prayer, was a part of the fiber 
of Fr Marian’s life. He taught for more than 50 
years and is thought to be the last teacher many 
of us ever had. What I remember most about his 

abbey youth festival 

by Daniel Kedinger

On the web site at abbeyfest.org, the Abbey Youth 
Festival is formally defined as “an event that draws 
youth together with the communities of Saint  
Joseph Abbey and Seminary College in order for 
all of us to be evangelized, catechized, and sent 
out to live our Catholic faith.” In short, it’s a fun 
way for youth to experience a wide range of Cath-
olic spirituality with their friends. Daniel Kedinger, 
a former seminarian and a long-time AYF tech-
nical supporter, blogged this about the day on 
kedinger.com. — Ed.

	 The seminarians are one of the most pow-
erful elements of this whole festival. A group of 
young men from ALL WALKS OF LIFE — I put that 
in caps because it is amazing who God calls to 
his priesthood — bring their talents with servant’s 
hearts and lay them at the table before the com-
munity. For example, there is a seminarian band,  
Covenant 7, that formed a few years ago and they 
performed for the festival. They blew peoples’ 
minds away when the teens realized that they 
were seminarians. They’re good and they have 
released two full-length CDs written, performed, 
recorded, mastered and designed by the semi-
narians themselves. It gives me so much hope 
to know that the future of our Church is in their 
hands.
	 And of course, who could forget the presence 
of the Benedictine monks? This year’s theme was 
from the Rule of Saint Benedict: “Prefer Nothing 
to Christ.” I was so pleased that the seminar-
ians brought back the beauty of the Benedictine 
charism. We chanted vespers and incorporated 
chant into the liturgies. And seeing monks in full 
black habits walking around and hanging out with 
the youth is inspiring.
	 The amazing power of God takes a small  
football-sized field on 1200 acres of a Benedictine 
monastery and seminary and envelopes it in his 
love for a day. He pours his grace upon thousands 
of people and presents his Son to us in the Eucha-
rist. He moves the hearts of youth and calls forth 
a new generation of people to his love. He uses 
the media of this time by exalting his life through 
TV, sound and lighting. His life flows through the 
Abbey Youth Festival in a way that I have never 
seen from a retreat or youth conference ever  
before. 
	 May God continue to bless the Abbey Youth 
Festival and the monks and seminarians of Saint 
Joseph Abbey and Seminary College.

faculty news

Josette Beaulieu-Grace, senior professor of lan-
guage, wrote an article entitled “We Are the Cross-
roads: What Direction Shall We Take?” for the 
Spring 2007 edition of the Louisiana Association of 
Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages 
newsletter. The article is an account of efforts by the 
National Council of Teachers of English to address 
needs of students who are non-native speakers of 
English. In gathering information for this article, Ms. 
Grace attended NCTE meetings and conferences in 
Nashville, Tenn., in November 2006, and New York, 
N.Y., in March 2007.

Fr Thomas Gwozdz, SDB, Ph.D., Malachy Burns 
alumni professor of philosophy, attended the  
Bernard Lonergan Workshop scheduled for 17-22 
June 2007 at Boston College, in Boston, Mass. 
The workshop focused on Lonergan’s legacy, as 
two of his major works — Insight and Method in 
Theology — celebrate their respective 50th and 
35th anniversaries of publication.

Dr Russ Pottle, academic dean and senior profes-
sor of literature, co-organized three panels and 
was chair for one panel on travel writing at the 
annual meeting of the American Literature Asso-
ciation. As president of the Society for American 
Travel Writing, Dr Pottle co-organized two panels 
on the topic “Bodies of Knowledge/Knowledge of 
Bodies: Depictions of the Body in American Travel 
Writing.”  With the Ernest Hemingway Society and 
Foundation, Dr Pottle co-organized a joint SATW-
Hemingway Society panel on the topic “Heming-
way and Travel Writing.” He chaired a session  
entitled “Transatlantic Travels: Coming to America” 
for the International Society for Travel Writing. The 
ALA meeting was held in Boston, Mass., in May 
2007.
	 In other activities, Dr Pottle will present a paper 
entitled “On the Rails: Conversation, Travel, and  
Allegory in Ernest Hemingway’s Hills like White  
Elephants” at Viageros y Literatura de Viages: “Tras 
Sus Huellas,” an international conference on travel 
writing sponsored by the Facultad de Filologia of 
the Universidad Complutense de Madrid, in Ma-
drid, Spain, scheduled for September 2007. The 
paper is an analysis of Hemingway’s short story 
through allegories of travel and tourism.
	 Dr Pottle will also be a discussant at a round 
table entitled “Travels in the American South: To-
wards a Canon,” at the annual conference of the 
South Atlantic Modern Language Association, 
scheduled for November 2007 in Atlanta, Ga. The 
round-table panel is organized by the International 
Society for Travel Writing. 
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