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Ἀπολυτίκιον Ἀναστάσιμον 
Τὸν συνάναρχον Λόγον Πατρὶ καὶ Πνεύµατι, τὸν 
ἐκ Παρθένου τεχθέντα εἰς σωτηρίαν ἡµῶν, 
ἀνυµνήσωµεν πιστοὶ καὶ προσκυνήσωµεν· ὅτι 
ηὐδόκησε σαρκί, ἀνελθεῖν ἐν τῷ Σταυρῷ, καὶ 
θάνατον ὑποµεῖναι, καὶ ἐγεῖραι τοὺς τεθνεῶτας, ἐν 
τῇ ἐνδόξῳ ἀναστάσει αὐτοῦ. 

Ἀπολυτίκιον Ἁγίου Νικολάου  
Κανόνα πίστεως καὶ εἰκόνα πραότητος, 
ἐγκρατείας διδάσκαλον, ἀνέδειξέ σε τῇ ποίµνῃ 
σου, ἡ τῶν πραγµάτων ἀλήθεια· διὰ τοῦτο 
ἐκτήσω τῇ ταπεινώσει τὰ ὑψηλά, τῇ πτωχείᾳ τὰ 
πλούσια,  πάτερ Ἱεράρχα Μεθόδιε·  πρέσβευε 
Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡµῶν. 

Κοντάκιον 
Προστασία τῶν Χριστιανῶν ἀκαταίσχυντε, 
µεσιτεία, πρὸς τὸν Ποιητὴν ἀµετάθετε, µὴ παρίδῃς, 
ἁµαρτωλῶν δεήσεων φωνάς, ἀλλὰ πρόφθασον, ὡς 
ἀγαθή, εἰς τὴν βοήθειαν ἡµῶν, τῶν πιστῶς 
κραυγαζόντων σοι· Τάχυνον εἰς πρεσβείαν, καὶ 
σπεῦσον εἰς ἱκεσίαν, ἡ προστατεύουσα ἀεί, 
Θεοτόκε, τῶν τιµώντων σε. 

 ΣΤ΄Ματθαῖου -  6th Sunday of Matthew 

Resurrectional Apolytikion 
As the Father and Spirit are unoriginate,  so the 
Word, who was born from the Virgin for us.  Let us 
praise Him, O believers, and let us worship Him.  
For our salvation He was pleased to be crucified in 
the flesh, and to undergo death, and to resurrect 
the dead, by His glorious resurrection. 

Apolytikion for St. Nicholas 

A rule of faith are you, and an icon of gentleness, 
and a teacher of self-control. And to your flock this 
was evident, by the truth of your life and deeds. 
You were humble and therefore you acquired 
exalted gifts, treasure in heaven for being poor. 
Father, holy hierarch Methodius,  intercede with 
Christ our God, and entreat Him to save our souls.. 

Kontakion 
O Protection of Christians that never falls, 
intercession with the Creator that never fails, we 
sinners beg you, do not ignore the voices of our 
prayers. O good Lady, we implore you, quickly come 
unto our aid, when we cry out to you with faith. 
Hurry to intercession, and hasten to supplication, O 
Theotokos who protect now and ever those who 
honor you.

🌟  Join the Team at Panagia’s Garden Day Camp! 🌟  
We are gearing up for an incredible summer of faith, games, and fellowship—but we 
need your help to make it happen! We are looking for both campers and enthusiastic 
leaders to join our camp family:
Campers (Grades 2–8): Don't miss out on the fun! Secure your spot today for an amazing 
community experience.
Jr. Counselors (Grades 9–12): Gain leadership experience, earn service hours, and be a 
role model.
Parent Counselors: We are actively requesting parent volunteers to help guide and 
support our campers.
Whether you're signing up a camper or stepping up to lead, your participation is vital to 
making this summer a success!

📅  Dates: Week 1 (Aug 3–7) & Week 2 (Aug 10–14)

💰  Price: $250 per week ($50 sibling discount)

🔗  Register or apply today: www.stnicholasflushing.org/pgsummer

MEMORIALS 

George Kolokithias 

Napoleon Papadopoulos 

Vasiliki Papadopoulos 

Maria Papanikolaou 

Eleni Tsavalia 

Agni Tzallas 

Vasilios Tzallas 

ΜΝΗΜΟΣYΝΑ 

Γεωργίου Κολοκυθιά 
Ναπολέοντος Παπαδοπούλου 
Βασιλικής Παπαδοπούλου 
Μαρίας Παπανικολάου 
Ελένης Τσαβαλιά 
Αγνής Τζάλλα 

Βασιλείου Τζάλλα 
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Ἀδελφοί, ἔχοντες δὲ χαρίσµατα κατὰ τὴν χάριν τὴν δοθεῖσαν ἡµῖν διάφορα, 

εἴτε προφητείαν, κατὰ τὴν ἀναλογίαν τῆς πίστεως, εἴτε διακονίαν, ἐν τῇ διακονίᾳ, 

εἴτε ὁ διδάσκων, ἐν τῇ διδασκαλίᾳ, εἴτε ὁ παρακαλῶν, ἐν τῇ παρακλήσει, ὁ 

µεταδιδούς, ἐν ἁπλότητι, ὁ προϊστάµενος, ἐν σπουδῇ, ὁ ἐλεῶν, ἐν ἱλαρότητι. Ἡ 

ἀγάπη ἀνυπόκριτος. ἀποστυγοῦντες τὸ πονηρόν, κολλώµενοι τῷ ἀγαθῷ, τῇ 

φιλαδελφίᾳ εἰς ἀλλήλους φιλόστοργοι, τῇ τιµῇ ἀλλήλους προηγούµενοι, τῇ 

σπουδῇ µὴ ὀκνηροί, τῷ πνεύµατι ζέοντες, τῷ Κυρίῳ δουλεύοντες, τῇ ἐλπίδι 

χαίροντες, τῇ θλίψει ὑποµένοντες, τῇ προσευχῇ προσκαρτεροῦντες, ταῖς χρείαις 

τῶν ἁγίων κοινωνοῦντες, τὴν φιλοξενίαν διώκοντες. εὐλογεῖτε τοὺς διώκοντας 

ὑµᾶς, εὐλογεῖτε καὶ µὴ καταρᾶσθε.

ΑΠΟΣΤΟΛΙΚΟ ΑΝΑΓΝΩΣΜΑ (Ρωμ. 12:6 – 14)

KIDS BULLETIN PAGE

Brethren, having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let 

us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our 

serving; he who teaches, in his teaching; he who exhorts, in his 

exhortation; he who contributes, in liberality; he who gives aid, with zeal; 

he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be genuine; hate 

what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with brotherly 

affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Never flag in zeal, be 

aglow with the Spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in your hope, be patient in 

tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints, 

practice hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 

curse them.

EPISTLE READING (Rom. 12:6 – 14) 
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ENFDRIS

Jesus showed he could heal what?

Jesus Healed the Man  
Who Could Not Walk Word Scramble

Unscramble each of the clue words. Take the letters that appear in the circle  
boxes and unscramble them to find the answer to the last phrase.

VRGFEOI

LOYRG

BEVOA

UOSL

WOCDR

TAFHI

CRAEHP

In a bustling house in Capernaum, a massive crowd gathered to hear Jesus preach. Outside, four 
loyal friends arrived carrying a paralyzed man, but they couldn't get through the door. Driven by 
deep faith, they climbed the roof, made an opening, and lowered their friend right down in front of 
Jesus.

Seeing their love, 
Jesus looked at 
the man and said, 
"My son, your 
sins are forgiven," 
showing His 
divine power to 
heal the soul. 

Then, Jesus told 
him to stand up. 
Immediately, the 
man was healed! 
He picked up his 
mat and walked 
out, giving glory 
to God above 
while everyone 
watched in 
amazement.

FRIENDS
FORGIVE
GLORY
ABOVE
SOUL
CROWD
FAITH
PREACH
BODY AND SPIRIT



 

Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ ἐµβὰς ὁ Ἰησοῦς εἰς πλοῖον διεπέρασε καὶ ἦλθεν εἰς τὴν ἰδίαν 

πόλιν. Καὶ ἰδοὺ προσέφερον αὐτῷ παραλυτικὸν ἐπὶ κλίνης βεβληµένον· καὶ ἰδὼν ὁ 

Ἰησοῦς τὴν πίστιν αὐτῶν εἶπε τῷ παραλυτικῷ· θάρσει, τέκνον· ἀφέωνταί σοι αἱ 

ἁµαρτίαι σου. καὶ ἰδού τινες τῶν γραµµατέων εἶπον ἐν ἑαυτοῖς· οὗτος βλασφηµεῖ. καὶ 

ἰδὼν ὁ Ἰησοῦς τὰς ἐνθυµήσεις αὐτῶν εἶπεν· ἵνα τί ὑµεῖς ἐνθυµεῖσθε πονηρὰ ἐν ταῖς 

καρδίαις ὑµῶν; τί γάρ ἐστιν εὐκοπώτερον, εἰπεῖν, ἀφέωνταί σου αἱ ἁµαρτίαι, ἢ εἰπεῖν, 

ἔγειρε καὶ περιπάτει; ἵνα δὲ εἰδῆτε ὅτι ἐξουσίαν ἔχει ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ ἀνθρώπου ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς 

ἀφιέναι ἁµαρτίας — τότε λέγει τῷ παραλυτικῷ· ἐγερθεὶς ἆρόν σου τὴν κλίνην καὶ 

ὕπαγε εἰς τὸν οἶκόν σου. καὶ ἐγερθεὶς ἀπῆλθεν εἰς τὸν οἶκον αὐτοῦ. ἰδόντες δὲ οἱ 

ὄχλοι ἐθαύµασαν καὶ ἐδόξασαν τὸν Θεὸν τὸν δόντα ἐξουσίαν τοιαύτην τοῖς 

ἀνθρώποις.

At that time, getting into a boat Jesus crossed over and came to his own 

city. And behold, they brought to him a paralytic, lying on his bed; and when 

Jesus saw their faith he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are 

forgiven.” And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, “This man is 

blaspheming.” But Jesus, seeing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in 

your hearts? For which is easier, to say ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say ‘Rise 

and walk?’ But that you may know that the Son of man has authority on earth 

to forgive sins,” he then said to the paralytic — “Rise, take up your bed and go 

home.” And he rose and went home. When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, 

and they glorified God, who had given such authority to men.

ΕΥΑΓΓΕΛΙΚΟ ΑΝΑΓΝΩΣΜΑ (ΜΑΤΘ. 9:1 – 8, 

GOSPEL READING (MT. MT. 9:1 – 8) 

Read our next issue: https://www.stnicholasflushing.org/SNF-ARK



 

Attention rising 9-12th graders and college students.  Sign up to volunteer as a 
camp counselor this summer. At www.StNicholasFlushing.org/PGCounselor
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Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ ἐµβὰς ὁ Ἰησοῦς εἰς πλοῖον διεπέρασε καὶ ἦλθεν εἰς τὴν ἰδίαν 

πόλιν. Καὶ ἰδοὺ προσέφερον αὐτῷ παραλυτικὸν ἐπὶ κλίνης βεβληµένον· καὶ ἰδὼν ὁ 

Ἰησοῦς τὴν πίστιν αὐτῶν εἶπε τῷ παραλυτικῷ· θάρσει, τέκνον· ἀφέωνταί σοι αἱ 

ἁµαρτίαι σου. καὶ ἰδού τινες τῶν γραµµατέων εἶπον ἐν ἑαυτοῖς· οὗτος βλασφηµεῖ. καὶ 

ἰδὼν ὁ Ἰησοῦς τὰς ἐνθυµήσεις αὐτῶν εἶπεν· ἵνα τί ὑµεῖς ἐνθυµεῖσθε πονηρὰ ἐν ταῖς 

καρδίαις ὑµῶν; τί γάρ ἐστιν εὐκοπώτερον, εἰπεῖν, ἀφέωνταί σου αἱ ἁµαρτίαι, ἢ εἰπεῖν, 

ἔγειρε καὶ περιπάτει; ἵνα δὲ εἰδῆτε ὅτι ἐξουσίαν ἔχει ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ ἀνθρώπου ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς 

ἀφιέναι ἁµαρτίας — τότε λέγει τῷ παραλυτικῷ· ἐγερθεὶς ἆρόν σου τὴν κλίνην καὶ 

ὕπαγε εἰς τὸν οἶκόν σου. καὶ ἐγερθεὶς ἀπῆλθεν εἰς τὸν οἶκον αὐτοῦ. ἰδόντες δὲ οἱ 

ὄχλοι ἐθαύµασαν καὶ ἐδόξασαν τὸν Θεὸν τὸν δόντα ἐξουσίαν τοιαύτην τοῖς 

ἀνθρώποις.

At that time, getting into a boat Jesus crossed over and came to his own 

city. And behold, they brought to him a paralytic, lying on his bed; and when 

Jesus saw their faith he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are 

forgiven.” And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, “This man is 

blaspheming.” But Jesus, seeing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in 

your hearts? For which is easier, to say ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say ‘Rise 

and walk?’ But that you may know that the Son of man has authority on earth 

to forgive sins,” he then said to the paralytic — “Rise, take up your bed and go 

home.” And he rose and went home. When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, 

and they glorified God, who had given such authority to men.

ΕΥΑΓΓΕΛΙΚΟ ΑΝΑΓΝΩΣΜΑ (ΜΑΤΘ. 9:1 – 8, 

GOSPEL READING (MT. MT. 9:1 – 8) 

Read our next issue: https://www.stnicholasflushing.org/SNF-ARK



Fr. George Parsenios is Professor of New Testament at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology. www.hchc.edu
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Sunday, July 12, 2026  |  The Sixth Sunday of Matthew
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Scan for today’s service text
Diakonia is made possible by a 
generous grant from Leadership 100

In an age of “Internet Orthodoxy,” many people 
try to live the Christian life without joining an 
actual Church community. In today’s epistle 

reading, however, St. Paul teaches that the Christian 
life requires us to join a fellowship of believers. We 
see this in three different ways. First, no single person 
possesses every Christian virtue. Today’s reading opens 
by explaining that each one of us receives a different 
gift in proportion to God’s grace. Some people excel at 
serving their neighbors humbly, while others serve as 
leaders with gifts for exhortation and encouragement. 
One person may “be constant in prayer,” while another 
person has the gift of teaching. No single person has 
all these gifts. If we follow Christ by ourselves, then 
we follow him incompletely. Second, even if a single 
person were blessed and skilled enough to accomplish 
everything necessary, how would he have the time? 

In the Long Rules #7, St. Basil the Great recognizes 
that devotion to one task invariably means neglect of 
others. If a person is fully devoted to teaching, how can 
he at the same time be available to show hospitality? 
How can one person be constant in prayer while also 
exhorting others or giving aid to those in need? Each 
day has only so many hours. If we are to accomplish 
all that is required, then we must work collectively, 
not individually. Finally, many Christian virtues 
require a neighbor to practice them. How can we show 
hospitality if we never encounter other people? How 
can we forgive our neighbor if there is no one around 
us to cause offense? Even monasteries base individual 
effort in collective striving. Monks and nuns each 
have different gifts, and like the rest of us they must 
exercise those gifts in community, not in isolation.

“Christians are a body of believers…”

Fr. George Parsenios (HCHC ’96) 
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On July 2nd, 1961, Archbishop Iakovos of North and South America 
celebrated the first Divine Liturgy at Annunciation Greek Orthodox 
Church in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. Like many other mid-century Orthodox 
communities, Milwaukee’s Annunciation parish—one of the nation’s 
oldest, established in 1904—transitioned from its original, 1914 church 
building located downtown to a new home in the city’s western suburbs. 
What made this move especially unique, however, was the new church’s 
architect: Frank Lloyd Wright.

A Wisconsin native, Wright designed just five religious buildings across a 
seventy-year architectural career. Reportedly aided by his wife, who was 
raised as an Orthodox Christian in Montenegro, Wright reimagined the 
Byzantine “cross-in-square” motif for Annunciation—the church’s dual-
level, wholly circular nave is capped by a 106-foot-wide dome.

One of Wright’s last major commissions, planning for Annunciation began 
in 1956. In fact, Wright did not live to see his “little St. Sophia” finished, 
passing away in 1959 at the age of ninety-one. Listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1974, Annunciation remains an active place of 
worship serving Milwaukee’s Greek Orthodox community.

Clipping from the September 1961 
issue of the Orthodox Observer.

Condescension is generally 
seen as a bad thing, because 
it usually implies that a 
person is patronizing others 
by treating them as lower 
or less important. It is 
surprising, therefore, that 
our liturgical texts regularly 

say that God has “condescended” to 
his people. The Greek term translated into English as 

“condescension” is συγκατάβασις (synkatabasis). To the 
Church Fathers, synkatabasis is not an insult, but an 
expression of God’s overwhelming love, especially in 
the Incarnation of Christ. The prefix syn means “with,” 
and katabasis means “descent.” God, therefore, does 

not stand separate and apart from our weakness. Rather, 
when Jesus Christ appeared on earth, God “descended” 
and he was “with us.” As we ourselves spread the 
Gospel, we must imitate this divine condescension 
and “become all things to all people” (1 Corinthians 
9:22). There is only one Gospel, but human beings are 
all different. No physician treats every patient the same 
way, and no teacher teaches all students the same way. 
For the Church Fathers, God is the wise teacher and 
skilled physician who “condescends” differently to 
every human being. We must do likewise. Synkatabasis, 
therefore, is not condescension in the arrogant sense. It 
is God’s loving method to bring the proper spiritual cure 
to each spiritual illness. 

What does “Condescension" mean? 
F R O M  T H E  O R I G I N A L  G R E E K :  S y n k a t a b a s i s  ( Σ υ γ κ α τ ά β ασ ι ς )  

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, WI
T H I S  W E E K ’ S  L O O K  A T  C H U R C H  H I S T O R Y 
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Before the offering can proceed, however, we are called 

upon to love one another so that “with one mind we 

may confess” our faith. In the early Church, the kiss of 

peace was exchanged at this point. After the symbolic 

kiss of peace, we join together in professing our faith 

through the words of the Creed.

Only then can we offer our gifts of bread and wine to 

the Father as Jesus directed us to do in His memory. 

This offering is one of great joy, for through it we 

remember the mighty actions of God from whom we 

have received the gift of salvation. We invoke the Holy 

Spirit upon ourselves and upon our offering, asking God 

that the bread and wine become for us the body and 

blood of Jesus Christ. Through our thanksgiving and 

remembrance, the Holy Spirit reveals the presence of the 

Risen Christ in our midst. The priest comes out from the 

altar through the holy doors with the Chalice, inviting 

the congregation to draw near with “reverence of God, 

with faith, and with love." Our sharing in the Eucharist 

(Holy Communion) not only expresses our fellowship 

with one another, but also our unity with God in His 

Kingdom. We approach the Holy Gifts and receive the 

Eucharistic bread and wine from the common chalice. 

The priest distributes Holy Communion by means of 

a communion spoon. Since Holy Communion is an 

expression of our Faith, reception of the Holy Gifts is 

open only to those who are baptized, chrismated, and 

practicing members of the Orthodox Church.

The Liturgy comes to an end with the prayer of 

thanksgiving and the benediction. At the conclusion of 

the eucharist, the congregation comes forward to receive 

a portion of the liturgical bread, the “andidoron,” which 

is the part that remains from the offering.
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T H E  D I V I N E  L I T U R G Y :

An Overview Part II

In the Divine Liturgy, intentionally pray the words as your priest says, "Let us love one another, that with 
one mind we may confess," and silently ask God to help you grow in love for every person standing around 
you before the Creed is recited.

A C T I O N  I T E M

Fr. Thomas FitzGerald, ThD 

In the early Church, only those who 
were baptized were permitted to 
remain for this most solemn part of 
the Liturgy. The Great Entrance with 
the gifts marks the beginning of this 
part of the Liturgy, as the offering 
of bread and wine is brought by the 
priest from the preparation table, 
through the nave, to the altar table.
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W O R D  S E A R C H   
Cryptogram
Put your decoding skills to the test! 
Hidden inside this cryptogram is the 
name of someone who we will celebrate 
tomorrow. Use the key to match each 
number to a specific letter. Once 
you crack the code, see what you 
can learn about them!

Secret Message:

Cryptogram Key


