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The People’s Music School is the
largest completely tuition-free
music school serving Chicago

metropolitan area children,
focusing on removing barriers

to access for students who
otherwise would not have the

benefits of intensive music
instruction.



The first noun in our mission statement is access, the second is benefits,
and music education comes third. Our mission requires us to be so
much more than a free music school: We are an after-school provider,
ensuring equitable access to high quality programming immediately
after the bell rings. We are an education organization, with our
program leading to gains in literacy, math and student engagement.
We are a community institution, working with and empowering the
families and communities we serve. Our students become so much
more than musicians.

One of my favorite examples of our mission coming to life is the story
of Bryce, a senior in our class of 2023. Bryce started as a seventh-
grade tuba student in Fall 2018 at our Greater South Side site. Bryce
grew steadily under Natalie Butler’s skilled baton, blossoming over
time into a promising young musician. In those first years, he built
community, confidence, and skill.

In March 2020, everything changed. During the pandemic, his
amazing mother Bertina worked as a caregiver for elderly individuals,
a job that required her to work outside the home in a historically
challenging moment. Bryce worked hard to stay engaged, but his
mental health slumped. Seeing that he needed a boost, we changed
Bryce’s teacher to someone more adept at online instruction. With the
encouragement and persistence of his mother and teachers, Bryce
pushed through, entering the 2021-22 school year as TPMS’s first
honors SLAM student from our Greater South Side site.

Bryce has grown at TPMS not only as a musician but as a determined
learner and self-advocate. In the words of his teacher, “If he didn’t
understand something, he would ask. And if he still didn’t, he’d ask me
to explain it again and again until he did.” That growth mindset paid
off: This year, Bryce was the only student at TPMS who advanced two
music theory levels in a single year. This fall, Bryce enters Monmouth
College on a music scholarship, scouted by a recruiter in the halls of
TPMS. He hopes to study biology and become an ecologist.

Dear Community,

Miriam Owens
President & CEO
The People's Music School
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Bryce’s story illustrates our aspirations for our students fully realized. Because of our focus on eliminating all kinds of barriers
to access, Bertina first found us in her own community and was able to circumvent the typical financial barriers to intensive
music education for her son. Because of our focus on the benefits of a long-term journey, our faculty and staff never gave up
on Bryce, doing everything we could to support his persistence. Bryce’s musical training helped lead him to his chosen
postsecondary path, where he will build a career in STEM. We are so proud of Bryce, and we can’t wait to see where he
goes from here.

In this annual report, you’ll learn more about what makes our school one-of-a-kind for students like Bryce. You’ll read about
highlights from a tremendous year, including the breakthrough success of our new site at Hyde Park Academy High School.
You’ll learn about our leading-edge use of student data to inform our programmatic decisions, and our exemplary artistic
partnerships. What I hope is clear from our stories is a laser focus on our mission: access to the benefits of transformational
music education, for every Bryce in Chicago.

In service,
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OUR MISSION

Our mission is to deliver access to the
benefits of high-quality, tuition-free
music education. Through intensive
instruction and performance, our
students achieve excellence in music
that transfers to other areas in life. They
grow musically, socially, emotionally
and intellectually, and develop a
foundation of responsibility, self-esteem,
resilience and purpose.

OUR PROGRAMS

The People's Music School (TPMS) focuses our work
where need is greatest, providing rigorous after-
school music programming to 725 students who
have financial barriers to access. TPMS’s original
community school in Uptown has persisted for 47
years. Over time, we have added partnerships with
public schools in Chicago’s underserved
communities to expand student access and increase
our portfolio of sites. Through the cultivation of
musical learning and growth, our ultimate goal is to
empower students with crucial life skills, support
socio-emotional development, and provide
transformational opportunities made possible
through music education. By geographically working
in the communities that we serve, TPMS also
strengthens local communities and contributes to the
transformation of Chicago’s under-resourced
schools.

Most students receive four hours of instruction
weekly, including instrumental instruction, ensemble
instruction, music theory, and performance
opportunities. This degree of intensive music
education produces valuable life skills, such as
growth mindset, resilience, and improved literacy
and math skills.  TPMS's intensive after-school music
education programs are designed to drive these
benefits and to eliminate barriers to access,
including financial, geographic, linguistic, and
cultural barriers. 
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Latine/o/a
52.7%

African-American/Black
24.7%

Multi-racial/Other
8%

Caucasian/White
7.3%

Native American
0.69%

RACIAL DIVERSITY

Asian
6.62%
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Young students at The People’s Music School begin
their musical journeys with General Music, a
program that teaches the foundations of music
designed for elementary students grades K-2.

Music Theory curriculum at The People’s Music
School trains students to think critically and apply
new tools for creative self-expression. All students
take a rigorous annual theory exam to assess
progress.

Lessons, both private and group, offer students the
opportunity to refine their skills, nurture their
creativity, and demonstrate musical excellence. All
students participate in an annual solo jury
assessment to assess their musical progression.

Ensembles offer our students the opportunity to
collaborate as young musicians, learn from their
peers, and perform for live audiences. Every student
has multiple opportunities to perform annually.

Our Service, Leadership, Artistry, and
Mentorship (SLAM) honors program gives
advanced, older students the opportunity to build on
their skills of discipline, teamwork, critical thinking
and self-assurance and apply them as they face new
challenges and experience new opportunities.

 “Music-based mentoring and academic improvement in high-poverty elementary schools.
Journal of Youth Development.”; “Planting the Seeds: Orchestral Music Education as a
Context for Fostering Growth Mindsets. Front. Psychol.”
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SOCIOECONOMIC DIVERSITY

$0 - $29,000
Annual Household Income

41.1%

$90,000+
Annual Household Income

10.2%

$70,000 - $89,000
Annual Household Income

9.4%

$50,000 - $69,000
Annual Household Income

13%

$30,000 - $49,000
Annual Household Income

21%

Unknown

5.4%
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In October, five honors students in the SLAM
program had the honor of performing for
President Barack Obama at the Obama
Foundation's fundraiser for the Obama
Presidential Center.

HIGHLIGHTS
2022-2023

Photo Courtesy of The Obama Foundation

World-renowned
violinist Hilary Hahn

(below) led a chamber
music masterclass at
Uptown Academy,

where SLAM students
learned about artistry
and self-expression

through music. 

In December, The People's Music
School appointed Miriam

Goldberg Owens to President
and CEO. Read more about

Miriam on page 12.

The People’s Music
School opened its new

Greater South Side
program at Hyde Park
Academy High School

(right), embarking on a
new path for innovative

school partnerships.
Read more about the
collaboration on page

10.

In December, The
People’s Music School

appointed Miriam
Owens (left) its President

and CEO. Read more
about Miriam on page

12.



World-renowned
violinist Hilary Hahn
led a chamber music

masterclass at
Uptown Academy,

where SLAM students
learned about artistry
and self-expression

through music. 

Students at our
Greater South Side

program (right)
enjoyed a masterclass

by Tia Fuller,
saxophonist in

Beyonce’s touring
band and inspiration

behind Dorthea
Williams in Pixar’s

"Soul."

Big Night Chicago In
Harmony raised

$468,000, uniting
supporters of The People’s

Music School who are
committed to the

transformative power of
music education.

TPMS students closed
out the year with

Performapaloozathon
(right), our annual
school-wide music

marathon, featuring
exciting collaborations

with Chicago
Sinfonietta, JCC

Chicago, and Violins of
Hope. 

TPMS welcomed 24
new alumni from
the Class of 2023.

Longtime partners and
Grammy Award-winning

ensemble Third Coast
Percussion brought their

critically acclaimed
performance Metamorphosis
(below) to our Greater South
Side site, with hundreds of

Woodlawn-area elementary
school students in attendance

alongside Hyde Park
Academy High School

students.

TPMS students and families
raised $57,643.68 from

over 1,200 generous
community supporters in the
annual student fundraiser, a
new all-time school record!



Retention
We use internal data and external research to
inform program design and interventions
necessary to support students in persisting in
our program as long as possible, setting
ourselves apart from typical after-school
programming. Students that persist in our
program through their senior year graduate
high school and go on to attend college 100%
of the time. However, even students that stay
with us for two to three years see dramatic
increases in growth mindset and grit. Our goal
is to create the conditions that give every
student that joins TPMS an opportunity to persist
in a long-term journey of growth and progress
in our program.  

The benefits of intensive music education are
most pronounced in the context of a multi-year
student journey. Simply put, our data shows
that the longer students remain in our program,
the deeper and more sustainable the impact, in
particular given the learning disruption caused
by the COVID-19 pandemic in our student
community. 

80% of students
who started with

us in FY23 returned
this fall. 

Above: Oboe student Andrik has been a student at People's for
seven years. He is a member of the Service, Leadership, Artistry,
and Mentorship (SLAM) program at Back of the Yards and plays
oboe in the SLAM wind ensemble led by Dr. Megan Robbins. 
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This past year, we invested time and analysis in
better understanding the drivers of student
persistence and attrition. We analyzed
quantitative data and interviewed families about
their needs, learning three powerful insights that
transformed our programming decisions:

Physical access is crucial: Students at our
Greater South Side site who received
guaranteed bussing to programming had a 10%
higher in-year retention rate than those who did
not. At our North Side sites, we found that the
farther away a student lives from our site, the
higher their likelihood of attrition. This insight
has led us to deepen our investment in student
transportation for our Greater South Side site,
and for our other sites, to narrow the
geographic radius of our targeted recruitment
efforts, focusing on building cohorts of students
from schools in close proximity to our
community sites and strengthening our
partnerships with local school principals.

Progression motivates: We both saw in
our data and heard from families that when
students don’t progress musically, their
motivation flags, and they are more likely to
drop. Students who have remained at the same
instrumental level for two years are at significant
risk of attrition, whereas students that progress
more quickly tend to persist.

Moments of truth matter: Families
reported that in their journey, specific moments
in their program experience significantly
impacted their ability to persist. Instrument
matching matters: If a student matched with an
instrument they were excited about, this
impacted their excitement to stay. Also, when
students are in moments of academic transition,
for example moving from 5th to 6th grade or
8th to 9th, they are more likely to reassess their
activities for the following year.

These three insights enabled us to better
prioritize our outreach efforts to families by
proactively identifying students at high risk of
attrition and intensifying our interventions in
ways that motivated more students to persist. In
this past year, we developed a dashboard
analyzing these critical factors against all of our
students, facilitating our Program Managers’
ability to identify and intervene for the students
most at risk of dropping the program during the
year. In one example, we identified a 6th grade
student that had multiple risk factors for leaving
the program (6th grade, below average
attendance, lack of progression). This student
struggled to engage with our virtual
programming during the COVID-19 closures,
and these attendance and engagement
challenges continued with the return to in-
person programming. These challenges
hindered his ability to progress musically and
contribute to his ensemble. With this in mind,
we initiated an in-person meeting with his
family, and also designed a learning plan
tailored to his needs, in particular focusing on
incentives and rewards to keep this student
engaged, motivated to progress, and connected
to his community of peers. With these
interventions, the student not only remained in
the program for the year, but also grew into a
leader within his ensemble. 

This year, over 80% of the students who started
last year with us re-enrolled this fall. We see this
as not only a strong indicator of families' and
students' interest in and dedication to our
programming, but also a success of our own
data-driven and community-centered efforts. 
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TPMS continues to invest deeply in partnerships
with Chicago Public Schools in Chicago’s
underserved communities, repurposing
underutilized spaces on school campuses for
high-quality after-school programming. In this
past year, we increased our enrollment by 20%
at our community sites, serving over 350
students across three sites - Hibbard
Elementary (Albany Park), Lara Academy
Elementary (Back of the Yards), and Hyde Park
Academy High School (Woodlawn).  

TPMS collaborates with school principals,
faculty, and other community-based
organizations to strengthen and augment the
school and community with high-quality,
whole-child after-school music programming at
each of its partner sites. The mission behind
this approach is simple - we believe that
bringing our programming to where
students are reduces barriers to
access and allows our programming
to reach students who otherwise
would not be able to participate.

We are particularly excited about the launch of
our new school partnership for our Greater South
Side community. After outgrowing our previous
space at Bronzeville Classical Elementary School
(another tremendous community partner with
which we still collaborate), we launched a new
partnership site this past year at Hyde Park
Academy High School in the Woodlawn
community of the South Side of Chicago. In July of
this year, TPMS moved into the space at Hyde
Park Academy High School, partnering with
Chicago Public Schools and the school
administration to transform the previously dormant
6,000 square foot music space on the campus into
a thriving music and arts hub. 

In launching this site, TPMS has forged
connections with school leadership and local
community groups, including the Woodlawn
Children’s Promise Community organization, to
build out its vision of a community hub. Our goal
is to be more than just a programming site. We
seek to partner closely with the school and
broader community to help connect local schools
to the neighborhood high school, expanding
access to our intensive programming. 

Spotlight On:
School 
Partnerships

Above: Morgan, clarinet student at Greater South Side, speaks
on stage at the winter concert about her experience being in the
SLAM program at Greater South Side. 
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This initial vision came to fruition this year, with the
site serving nearly 130 students in its first year and
drawing attention from community and school
leaders. The year culminated with a cutting-edge
artistic performance by Grammy Award winning
group Third Coast Percussion. The program,
Metamorphosis, combined groundbreaking
choreography by Jonboogz and Lil Buck of Movement
Art Is with new music by Jlin and Tyondai Braxton, as
well as Third Coast Percussion’s critically-acclaimed
arrangements of Philip Glass’s Aguas de Amazonia.
The performance, hailed by the Chicago Tribune as
“one of 2023’s most inspiring cultural events so far,”  
brought 700 students to Hyde Park Academy from
five schools across the community - the first time such
schools had been brought together collectively at that
site for an event. 

We continue to build upon the momentum from this
first year in Woodlawn, and are expecting significant
enrollment growth again at the site next year. We are
building new partnerships with surrounding schools,
forging pathways to opportunity through after-school
intensive music education. 

1

 Hannah Edgar, “Review: Third dancer’s the charm in unforgettable collaboration
between Third Coast Percussion and Movement Art Is,” Chicago Tribune, March 3,
2023.

1

Above: Artists Trent Jeray and Cameron Murphy are
joined by Third Coast Percussion on stage for
Metamorphosis at Hyde Park Academy High
School. Photos courtesy of Matt Perlish Photography.

Above left: Hyde Park Academy High School in Woodlawn. Right: GSS
Discover String Ensemble rehearses in one of the new classrooms. 
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from the University of Chicago Booth
School of Business. In her first year as
President and Chief Executive Officer of The
People’s Music School, she became a
member of the Economic Club of Chicago
and a Fellow in Leadership Greater
Chicago’s 2024 cohort. When she’s not at
People’s or rocking out with her band at
Montrose Saloon, Miriam is at home,
probably gardening, with her two sons Abe
and Andy and husband Robert.

In December 2022, The People’s Music School
appointed Miriam Owens as its President and Chief
Executive Officer. Miriam had served on the
organization’s leadership team since August 2021,
joining as Chief Operating Officer. She became
Chief of Development and Operations in April
2022, expanding the organization’s fundraising
footprint while driving operational improvements.

Miriam entered the role with a wealth of senior
leadership experience in the social and private
sectors. Her career roots are in driving equitable
outcomes in public education: she was a 5th grade
science teacher in Brooklyn with Teach for America
and a Program Manager at Raise Your Hand Texas,
an education advocacy organization. Prior to
joining The People’s Music School, Owens was a
consultant at McKinsey and Company for eight
years, where she was an Associate Partner. A leader
in the firm’s Organization practice, Miriam served
clients in areas including strategic planning, large-
scale reorganization, professional learning at scale,
talent management transformations, and inclusion
and diversity.

Miriam Owens, 
President & Chief
Executive Officer

A native Texan and proud Latina, Owens is also a
lifelong musician. She studied piano from grades K-
12, and at Harvard spent four years in the women’s
a cappella group The Radcliffe Pitches, serving as
Music Director and Stage Manager. She is currently
the lead singer in the rock cover band Model-J. She
holds an AB from Harvard University, an MS in
Education from Teacher U at Hunter College (now
Relay Graduate School of  Education), and an  MBA

Top: Miriam speaks at People’s annual fundraising gala, Big
Night. Below: Miriam (right) at the Uptown Academy winter
concert with percussion SLAM student Nico and his mother. 
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“Throughout the seven years I was a part of this
program,” says Avril, “I found a community of
people that supported me in all of my
endeavors. I worked with teachers who were
inviting, treated me with respect, and nurtured
my creativity. Most importantly, I found my
spark. Singing became my escape: my outlet
for self expression.” 

Avril has not only grown as a musician at The
People’s Music School, but she has grown as a
person. At TPMS, “I was able to regain the
confidence I had lost in my youth and further
develop other skills I now use in my everyday
life,” says Avril. Her mother sees the
transformative impact, too. “Avril is now a
person with a high self-esteem,” says Laura.
“She is someone who is motivated and strives
for excellence in everything she does.”

Avril thanks the music education she has had
for getting her where she is today. The People’s
Music School “allowed me to find my second
family; the friends I care for most, and the
mentors who have guided me through the long
journey into young adulthood,” she says. “The
impact music has had on my life is
unimaginable, and I will always be eternally
grateful for it.”

Class of 2023 honors voice student Avril De la
Cruz showcases excellence in every sense of the
word. She participated in The People’s Music
School’s SLAM advanced voice program,
performing at the annual Big Night gala. Her
outstanding musicianship sent her to Berklee
College of Music’s Aspire: Five Week, a
prestigious summer program for the country’s
most talented young musicians. This fall, Avril
will begin her journey as a Biochemistry student
on the pre-med track at the University of Illinois
Chicago and plans to sing in the school’s choir. 

Seven years ago, at the beginning of her
People’s journey, Avril was a very different
person. “Music found me at a time when I was
at my lowest: elementary school,” she says.
Seeing their daughter struggling to find
confidence and community in school, her parents
decided to enroll her in free music classes at
TPMS. After a year in the program, things started
to change for Avril. “Her voice teacher asked
her if she would rather sing or play an
instrument,” says Laura. Choosing voice, Avril’s
“love for music was born.”

“I’ve seen a radical change in her
as a person and a musician: a
complete transformation.” 

- Laura Peñuelas, Avril’s mother

Voice Student Avril
Finds Community at
People's

Scan to watch a vlog of Avril's
Summer Ambassador experience at

Berklee's Inspire: Five Week !
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Forming Bonds Through
Music: The SLAM String
Quartet

When a student enrolls at The People’s Music
School, they embark on a transformational
musical journey. For violin student Yeimi, viola
student Joselyn, and cello students (and
siblings) Julia and Kevin, this journey began at
as young as 8 years old. As they grew up with
The People’s Music School, each student
advanced through our curriculum and earned
a spot in our advanced SLAM program. This
year, their journeys were marked by forming
the SLAM String Quartet, as they earned
several unique opportunities to perform and
demonstrate true musical excellence as a
group.

Yeimi, Joselyn, Julia, and Kevin met each
week as a quartet and to practice and perfect
Schubert’s iconic Cello Quintet in C Major.
Coached by Senior Manager of Artistic
Engagement David Sands, the quartet began
rehearsals in the fall. “Based on the goals they
set for themselves, it was clear that these four
students were ready to embark on an
advanced approach to performing chamber
music,” says David.

Over the course of the year, the SLAM String
Quartet earned incredible opportunities to
perform and demonstrate true artistic
excellence. In December, the quartet
performed in a masterclass hosted at TPMS by  

world-renowned violinist Hilary Hahn. A three-
time Grammy award winner and one of our
time’s greatest violin soloists, Hahn is currently
an Artist-in-Residence at the Chicago
Symphony Orchestra. The quartet, joined by
violin teaching artist Jonathan Hodges, worked
with Hahn and learned about the many ways
we can express ourselves through the music
we play. 

The SLAM string quartet returned in the spring
with an outstanding performance of Schubert’s
Cello Quintet, this time at Symphony Center.
The group greeted attendees with their piece
in the rotunda as a prelude to Hahn’s brilliant
performance of Bizet’s Carmen with the CSO. 

The group closed out the year with a virtuosic
performance of Schubert at
Performapaloozathon. This time, two sets of
siblings graced the stage - Julia and Kevin
(cello) and Yeimi and her brother and TPMS
alumnus Jonathan (violin). The months of hard
work on the piece was evident, and the
group’s ability to communicate musically was
palpable. For the quartet’s violist, Joselyn, the
performance was truly special. "I may not
have a sibling on stage right now," she said
in her pre-concert remarks, "but after the
amazing year our quartet has had, I definitely
feel that I have made friendships that feel like
family.”

Forming Bonds
through Music:
The SLAM
String 
Quartet
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SLAM String Quartet meets with Hilary Hahn backstage at Symphony Center, April 2023



This fall, Julia and Joselyn will enter their
freshman years at University of Illinois -
Chicago, Yeimi will enter her senior year of
high school, and Kevin will enter high school.
While the quartet may be in different parts of
their journey at People’s now, they will always
have the unique shared experience of
performing as a quartet and as a family. 

From top: SLAM musicians Julia, Kevin, Joselyn, and
Yeimi during their first years at TPMS versus now. 

“At the beginning of the year, the quartet had
the goals of learning to trust each other,
bringing out dynamics, and demonstrating
consistent eye contact,” says their chamber
coach David Sands. “By the end of the school
year, the quartet not only accomplished each of
these goals, but they went on to serve as
ambassadors of excellence, from which other
TPMS students could learn and model
themselves after.”

Scan to watch the SLAM String
Quartet's performance of the

Schubert Cello Quintet!

Below: Hilary Hahn’s chamber music masterclass at Uptown
Academy, December 2022. Bottom: SLAM String Quintet
composed of siblings Yeimi (violin) and Jonathan (violin),
Joselyn (viola), and siblings Kevin (cello) and Julia (cello)
performs Schubert’s Cello Quintet at Performapaloozathon.
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Spotlight On: 
Lohengrin 
Foundation

The People’s Music School expresses its
heartfelt gratitude to the Lohengrin Foundation
for its unwavering and strengthened
commitment to our Greater South Side
program at Hyde Park Academy High School.
Peter Ascoli, President and Founder of the
Lohengrin Foundation, proudly acknowledges
their investment in our mission to make music
education accessible to all. “We are happy to
partner with The People’s Music School by
supporting its commitment to expanding free
music education to communities on the South
Side of Chicago. The Lohengrin Foundation’s
partnership with The People’s Music School
exemplifies our commitment to arts education
and leveraging the power of the arts for
enjoyment, as well as to help youth build
critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-
solving skills, all of which are essential for
success in many professions and activities,”
says Peter.

With the generous increase in financial
support  from  2022  to  2023,  the  Lohengrin 

Foundation has opened doors to music
education for over 127 students in our Greater
South Side program, who otherwise would not
have had access to such opportunities. This
funding has allowed us to enrich the music
education experience for these students
significantly. Through state-of-the-art
technology on class sets of laptops, students
were able to engage in musical exploration
and composition activities. Moreover, students
had the incredible privilege of participating in
a masterclass conducted by the Grammy-
nominated saxophonist Tia Fuller. Such
extraordinary experiences have become
possible due to the continued and deepened
support from the Lohengrin Foundation.

Thanks to the Lohengrin Foundation’s
generosity, The People’s Music School has
been able to enrich the lives of students in the
Greater South Side, fostering their love for
music, nurturing their talents, and providing
them with opportunities they would not have
had otherwise.
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“The inspirational growth and
development I've seen in our
students, fostered by TPMS's
unwavering dedication and
passion, have opened new
horizons of creativity,
confidence, and personal
growth. Their journeys have
touched the lives of those
around them, creating a ripple
effect of inspiration and hope
that is evident throughout our
community. I wholeheartedly
applaud the TPMS partnership
for its unwavering commitment
to nurturing talent and fostering
a strong sense of belonging.”

HILIANA LEON
Principal, 
Hibbard Elementary School 
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Argo Group
Bank of America
Cowen & Company
Jam Productions, Ltd.
KRD, LTD
Northern Trust
Roth Capital
Truist
Wintrust Financial Bank

$1,000 - $4,999
CIBC
Cocentric Equity Partners
McKinsey & Company
North Star Investment
Management
ParkerGale, LLC
Salesforce
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Verizon Wireless

$500 - $999
Edge and Up, Inc.

$100 - $499
AmazonSmile Foundation
Berkshire Partners
Carol's Pub
Constellation Energy Corp.
Exelon
Federal Home Loan Bank of
Chicago
Ovation Press Ltd.
Range Restaurant
Seman Violins
T-Mobile
The BP Foundation
Visa
William Blair

Up to $100
Facebook
Jeffries Group LLC
Marsh & McLennan
Microsoft
One4All Charitable Fund
Palo Alto Networds
PwC
State Farm Companies
Foundation Matching Gift
Tyson Foods

Individual Supporter﻿s

$100,000+
Marjorie Pelino
Tomas Bissonnette

$25,000-$49,999
Aaron and Cecilia Van Getson
Anonymous
John W. Rogers, Jr.
Rita Simó

$10,000-$24,999
Alexander Kogan and Uma
Chandrasekaran
Carolyn Jaw and Steve Chertow
Cici Zheng
Gary and Carol Hart
Jamie Cleghorn and Heather
Treadway
Jennifer Steans 
Jo Ann Seager
Kiarash Javanmardian and Laura
Chmar
Michael Buck and Debbie Lee
Peter Baillos
Peter Volpe 
Robert Whiteman
Robin and Tony Armour
Stephanie Szymanski
The Macakanja Family
Yehoshua Seif

$5,000-$9,999
Adam Charles Lucas
Allen and Genie Kutchins
Beth and Larry Gies 
Dan Epstein 
Dawoine Camel
Dustin Weinberger 
Eric Kuby
Frank Reid and Amparo Maya
Jason Klein
Jim Duggan 
Jonathan and Katy Kletzel
Karen Grant
Kevin Dolan
Laura Sutphen 
Mark Nasr and Kieran Shanahan
Nasr
Michael Caldwell
Nalini Kotamraju
Peter Sheren and June Tan
Robert and Deborah Alberti
Rock Khanna and Manisha Saraf
Steve and Lori Shaw
Steve and Shiloh Raquet
Thomas Barta

$1,000-$4,999
Abby and Jonathan Levine 
Alan and Jennifer Maas 
Alex and Maria Luciano
Alex Munns and Sarah Minkus
Alice McKann
Alison Tibbits 
Andy Conti 
Anne Kurdziel
Barbara Obregon 
Ben Olien and Jennifer Rone
Bruce and Diane Nesbitt
Chris Cox
Claire Landis 
Corey Richardson
Cynthia Van Osdol and John
Sandwick
Daniel Story
Daniel Wolkowitz 
Dave Piro 
David and Jill Stewart 
David Liebman 
Donald McKay 
Eileen Traughber
Elizabeth and B. Craig Owens 
Helen Chen
James Olech 
Jason Ciaglo 
Jason Steigman 
Jeffrey James
Jennifer Balestrery 
Jennifer Kim-Matsuzawa 
Jennifer Paul 
Jessica Snow-Wasserman 
Jessie Grewal 
Jim and Cindy Pinkerton
Joe Borter 
Joel Corelitz 

Julie Kiefer 
Karen Egerer
Keith Daly 
Lakshmi Murali 
Laura Woll
Linda Hills
Linnea Matson 
Marcus Leonard
Mark Affolter
Mary Cahillane
Mary Knight
Micah Rensch
Monica Allen 
Natalie Vassall
Neeraj Saraiya
Omowale Casselle 
Ozana and Jim King 
Patrick Bolger 
Prakash Vijayan
Robert and Isabel Curley
Robert and Penny Swartz 
Rohit Panikkar 
Ross Heilberg 
Sam and Michelle Jonson 
Spencer Park
Steven and Vivian Thomas
Stuart and Susan Handler
Sue Farley
Susan Robbins
The Owens Family
Virxhini Gjonzeneli
Walter and Mary Beth Buck
Wendy Goshert
Wilfred Nwankwo
Will Fickes

$500-$999
Allyson Hanna
Anne Salomon and Nathaniel
Inglis-Steinfeld
Arshad and Lavanya Noor
Brian Kastenholz
Bridget Dehl 
Cindy Wolf 
Colin Moore 
Dana Lieberman 
Dani Petri
Dianne Tesler
Dina Kapernekas 
Douglas and Christine Kelner
Eric Menna
Gabriella Santaniello
Gary Marks 
Greg Bynan 
Helena Plaminek
Herb Beller 
Howard Gitter 
Howard Tarko and Darlene Dartt
Jack Grennan
James Kreinbring 
Jeanne Martineau
Jen Huang and Kevin Ching
Jennifer and Kurt Elling
Jennifer Gonzalez Reinhart 
Jessica Loos 
Jogesh and Smitha Chandran
John Roothaan 
Jonathan Glover 
Joshua and Amy Carson
Juanna Blackwell 
Judith Aronson and Marc Hilton
Julie Hobert 
Karyn Clark 
Kimberly Abernathy
Kyle and Allegis Sant
Leamond Allen 
Lee Glenna
Leif Nyhus 
Liz Coon 
Manny Rocha 
Margaret Bishton Dunne
Mark and Diane Gluskin 
Mark Taylor 
Martin Perry and Barbara
Williams
Mary and John Kearney 
Matt Metalios 
Meade Whitaker
Megan Sommerfield 
Michael and Mary Woolever
Michael Sirota and Bobbie
Levinson-Sirota
Ms. Mary O'Connell
Nikhil Patel
Penelope and Toby Sachs

Our Supporters
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“Chicago Youth Symphony
Orchestras is proud to continue
our impactful collaboration
with The People's Music School
(TPMS). Over the years, CYSO
has provided string workshops,
audition masterclasses, and
steelpan camps to TPMS
students, and we have
welcomed referrals by TPMS to
bring TPS students into CYSO's
onsite programming. As an
audience member at their most
recent Performapaloozathon,
CYSO Community Engagement
Manager Karen Mari and I
enjoyed a day of high level
performances by TPMS
students. TPMS is an essential
contributor to Chicago youth
music education, and we look
forward to many more years of
connection!” 

JENNIE OH BROWN 
Executive Director, 
Chicago Youth Symphony
Orchestras

David Cooper 
David Egeland 
David Hart 
Dawn Barron 
Deanne Puloka 
DeAnthony Flemons 
Debbie Hidalgo 
Dedra Ries
Dele Shokunbi 
Demar A. and Linda Neal
Devin Low 
Diana Garcia
Diana Popowycz
Diane Brown 
Dominique McNulty 
Don Seitz and Kit Bridges
Donald Carter 
Donald Cortelyou 
Donna and Bud Keller
Doris Ballesteros
Dorothy Scott
Drew Walker
Ed and Elaine Pierson
Edward R. Rooney 
Elaine Cerny
Eliseo Ramos
Elizabeth Olin
Elizabeth Yanny-Tillar
Ellen Bergman
Emily and Jeremy Adler 
Emily Piro 
Emily Romney
Emily Terao 
Eric Carlton 
Eric Kuykendall 
Erin Flynn
Erinn Lawber 
Essence Smith 
Esther Joy Schwartz
Eunice Holz
Eya Mlope
Faith Mitchell
Felipe Tobar Blanco
Fidelina Martinez
Frances Lennix 
Francisco Infante
Franee Ramirez 
Frank and Debra VanGetson 
Fred Sasaki
Garth and Dorina Liebhaber
Gary Foreman 
Gaston Reyes and Gabriela
Garcia
Geraldine Estrada
Ghian Foreman 
Gina Choi 
Grace Fill
Grace Yoon 
Gregory Stewart
Gregory Teister 
Gretchen Meek 
Hans and Fumiko Jensen
Harvey and Jacqueline Marcus 
Hayley Bordui 
Heather Williamson
Idy Ciss 
Imelda Munoz 
Ingris Cardona
Itzel Moreno 
Ixtaccihuatl Menchaca
Jack Murphy 
Jacquane Cannon 
Jacqueline Childs 
James and Susan Williamson
James Loomos 
Jamie Levy 
Jane Kindlon 
Janet Gerske
Janice Fleckman 
Janice Zeuch 
Jean C Schuerman 
Jeanine Redden 
Jeanne Barber
Jeffrey and Rhonda Wener 
Jeffrey Wexler 
Jennie Gin 
Jennifer Concepcion 
Jennifer Lai 
Jennifer Sasso 
Jennifer Torres 
Jesus Oviedo 
Jill Craig 
Jillesa Willis 
Jim Hodapp
Jing Xu 
Jo-Elle and Joshua Mogerman

Joan Gottschall 
Joann Silva 
JoAnna Rodriguez 
Joanna Zelaya 
Jodi Ringle
Joe Adams 
Joel and Heidi Derstine
Joel C. Tillinghast
Joel Paez
Johana Godinez 
John and Kathleen Reisenberg
John Boyle
John Hauser 
John Neeland 
John Poelking 
Jonathan Braun 
Jose Jaime Pena 
Jose Morales
Jose Rodriguez 
Jose Torres 
Joseph Jenkins 
Joseph Ringle
Joseph Seliga 
Joyce and Fred Marcus 
Joyce Brown
Joyce Hatcher
Joyce Ku 
Juan Lopez 
Julie Austin 
Justin Levine 
Jyoti Waghwani 
Karen Carter 
Karen Darling 
Karen Gollrad 
Karen Kalichman
Kate Poland 
Katherine Burns 
Katherine Ortiz
Kathleen Dolan 
Kathleen Gallagher 
Kathryn Pinto 
Kelly Fischer
Kemish Gomez
Kenny Young
Kent Goodman 
Kevin and Genevieve Stubbs 
Kevin Murphy 
Khaled Jafar 
Kriti Datta 
Kylie Quach 
Lakesha Hill
Latoya Jordan
Laura Cardozo 
Laura Penuelas and Jose
Delacruz
Laura Regalado 
Laura Ress 
Laura Selby
Laura Young 
Lauren Dokes & Christian
Hubbard
Lazarus Goosby 
Lee Diamandakis
Lena Polanco 
Leola Royston
Leon Narvaez
Ligaya Montealegre
Lillie Brown 
Lilly Minkove 
Lorelei Collins
Louisa Shannon
Lourdes Long 
Lurdes Quito
Lydia Peters 
M. Lee
Madhuri Nanda 
Magdalena Lazaro 
Magnus Bjorkman 
Mahider Hailu
Maho Gruener 
Mahvash Tandon
Marc Wilson
Marcia Flick
Marek Kowal 
Maria Bocanegra
Maria Sanchez
Maria Violeta Jimenez 
Marilyn Alvarado
Marilynn Bishop
Mario Mendoza and Erendira
Mendoza
Marissa Garcia 
Marissa Sanchez 
Mark Dollard 
Mark Fitzpatrick 
Mark Fleming 
Marnie Helfand 

Marta Escude-Jesus
Martha Tomlinson 
Martin Keidan 
Mary Beth LeMay
Mary Dmyterko 
Mary Pat Wood 
Mary-Louise Hengesbaugh 
Matthew English
Matthew English 
Maureen Traughber
Maxine Brown 
Mayela Schoonover 
McKenzie Govan 
Melissa Luu
Mercedes Gomez Delgado 
Michael and Mary Lynn Dicker
Michael Blocher 
Michael Foster 
Michael H. Wasserman, P.C.
Michael Spencer
Michael Vari 
Michael Weis
Michelle Marley 
Michelle Shang 
Miguel Arellano 
Mikal Sutherlin
Mike and Nancy Glass
Mike Kuby 
Monika Lotter
Nancy Aviles 
Nancy Daikumachi
Narcisa Chillogalli
Natalie Butler / Audley Butler
and Family
Natalie Galarza 
Nathaniel Simon 
Neil Bhargava 
Nicholas Bruce 
Nicole Spicer
Oghale Ighoavodha 
Olga LaBelle
Omokhefe Adefulu
Pam Williams 
Pamela Hoxsey
Paola Toledo
Paul and Mary Hettich
Paul and Rosalie Greenberger
Paul Maeda
Paul Morton 
Paul Peterson 
Paula Toliver 
Paulette Hollingsworth 
Pawel Szeliski 
Pete and Jean Henderson
Pete Pagan
Peter DiCola and Kate Brucher
Peter Newstrom 
Peter Strand
Pierre Starks 
Priya Shah 
Quintussia Anderson
Rafal and Jolanta Pamula
Ralph and Marta Nicholas
Raul and Gloria Venzon
Rhonda Towner
Richard Griffin and Susan
Keane
Richard Hanley 
Rick Ringle
Robert and Pamela Becker
Robert Dillon
Robert Kostas 
Robert Kurinsky
Robert Rothschild 
Robert Smith 
Rodolfo and Maria Isabel
Benitez
Rodolfo Maciel
Rodolfo Rizzo 
Roger and Dolores Flaherty
Ron and Anita Futterman 
Ron Levitsky 
Rosa Pineda
Rosalind Ramsey-Goldman and
Glenn Ramsey
Rose Tambornino
Ruth Rabin 
Ryan Carlson 
Ryan Lowery
Sally Roman 
Samrawit Tesfay 
Samuel Williams 
Sandeep Prabhu 
Sandy Criniere 
Sara L. Davis
Sara McFadden 
Sara Price
Sara White 

Philip and Gaye Kenny
Philip Cable 
Rebecca Sindelar
Rena Henderson Mason
Robert and Rene Cremer 
Robert Petrie
Rod Heckman 
Sallie and James Warden
Samuel Hirsch 
Steven Goldberg
Susan McConnell 
Susan Page Estes
Susann Almasi
Suzy Lynde Strauss
Trevor Bush and Kayla DeSouza
Vanessa Vergara 
Yong and Shin Lee

$100-$499
Adam Najberg
Adam Vishny
Adriana Dorado-Pinzon 
Adriana Staker 
Adrienne Voltaggio
Agnes Schwietert 
Akbope Mursalimova 
Alan and Barbara Newman
Alejandra and Edilberto Perez
Alex Reznik 
Alexandra Espinoza 
Alexis Zhu 
Allison Reid
Allison Shuldhiess
Allison Wood
Ami Barry 
Amy Blanton 
Amy Giacalone
Amy Hansfield 
Amy Holland
Angie Udelhofen 
Anna Josephs 
Anna Lasko 
Antonio Martinez 
Arturo Fadragas
Aura Harris
Awobona Aderonke
Barbara Brooks
Barbara VanScoyoc
Ben Falloon 
Bernard J. Dobroski and Sally
Dobroski
Bernard Loyd and Denise Lewin
Loyd
Beth Lange 
Bill and Tuula Tadevich
Blanca Murillo
Bonnie Lovitt Podolsky
Brad Bergeron 
Brett Atkinson 
Brian and Lien Boland
Brian Darcy 
Brian Larson 
Bruce and Gloria Cox 
Bryan Kono 
Carey Coppoletta 
Carlene C Berg 
Carmen Holley
Carolina Perez
Carolyn Broquet
Carolyn Kruse 
Carolyn Young 
Celeste Quezada 
Cendy Munos 
Cesar Maldonado 
Chad Cline 
Chandra Toussaint 
Chas and Cristina Paynes
Cheryl Haack
Christian and Heidi Stirling 
Christina Myers and James Rank
Christina Torres 
Christy Aliposa 
Chukwuemeka Okonmah 
Claudia Camacho
Claudia Herrera
Cliff Nellis 
Colleen Gorman 
Colleen Leahy
Corina Diggs 
Crystal Winfield-Edwards
Dalisay Decena
Dana Gibbs 
Dana Hopings 
Dana Westley 
Daniella Valdez
Dave Cohen 



Diana Dinh 
Diana Franco
Diana Gabino 
Diana Lujan 
Diana Pham 
Diana Viquez 
Diane Bacon 
Dina Villasana 
Dominique Alexander 
Dominique Falls 
Dominique Griffin 
Donald and Eva Parrucci
Donna O'Reilly 
Doris Doerksen
Dorothy Pondexter 
Douglas Fogarty 
Dy'wane Bailey 
Eddie Eng 
Eder Bucio 
Edith Robins 
Edna Johnson 
Eduardo Mendoza 
Edward Carr Sr. and Ebony Carr
Edward Kim
Edward Sierra 
Edwin Bermeo
Edwin Garcia 
Eleazar Mondragon
Eleazar Mondragon 
Elida Gutierrez 
Elizabeth Alonso 
Elizabeth Ang Cadiz 
Elizabeth Chun 
Elizabeth Cruz Garcia 
Elizabeth Czys 
Elizabeth Quinatoa 
Elizabeth Sandoval 
Elizabeth Velez
Elizabeth Wheelock 
Ellie Schwegel 
Elsa Kokebe 
Elvira Rivera
Emily Hurster 
Enjoli Johnson 
Eric Kugelman 
Eric Porter 
Erika Dunning 
Erin Kim 
Erin O'Brien 
Erin Waugh
Erinn Hernandez
Ermelinda Vargas 
Ernest and Sarah Kinnison
Ese Uthman 
Esmeralda Arizmendi 
Eugenia Bell
Evelyn Quinn
Evelyn Rojas
Exilde Campos 
Ezequiel Rivera 
Fabian Farias 
Fabiola Villasmil 
Felicia Walker 
Felix Ponce 
Fernandina Banda 
Feyza Kemal 
Flavio Caizaguano 
Flores Javier
Floresa Billingsley 
Francis Baca
Francisco Alvarez 
Francisco Bernal 
Francisco Manalo 
Francisco Ruiz
Frank Gonzalez-Crussi
Fred Quinatoa 
Freddy Ambriz 
Gail Roloff 
Gavin Henderson 
Georgina Rico 
Gerardo Ramirez 
Gerson Aguilar 
Gicela Trujillo 
Gilberto Gomez 
Glenda Garbutt 
Gloria Criollo
Gonzalo Venegas 
Grace Crouch 
Gregory Esrig 
Gregory Romero 
Grey Cesar 
Guadalupe Corral
Gwendolyn Shaw 
Han Jin 
Harold Rivera 
Harold Rollins 

Hattie Spellers
Heather Green 
Helene Lewison 
Henry Navas 
Herbert Jones 
Ibukunoluwa Kokoro-owo 
Inci Narvaez 
Ines Jimbo 
Ingrid Solano 
Irais Reyna 
Irene McMahon 
Irma Estefan 
Irvan Washington 
Israel Navarro 
Ivan Garcia 
Iver Hurtado 
Ivonne Rodriguez 
Izaiah Sanders 
J Mack 
Jacinta Warnie 
Jack Milam 
Jacob Hicks 
Jacqueline Andrade 
Jacqueline Govan 
Jacqueline Scarborough-Aikerson 
Jacqueline Tilles
Jacqueline Villasenor 
Jacquelyn Harder 
Jacqui Sanders 
Jada Henderson 
Jaime Somoza
James Earnshaw
James Nathan 
James Sumers 
Jana Ward 
Jane Isch 
Janet Merlos 
Janet Swanson
Janet Vargas 
Janice Horton-Rogers 
Janice Murdock 
Jasmine Jones 
Jasmine Scott 
Jason Dohmann 
Javarre Bell 
Javier Adame 
Javier Torres 
Jay Gadani 
Jayden Montoya 
Jean Redden 
Jeanine Logan 
Jeffrey Cruz 
Jeffrey Rossiter 
Jen Waugh 
Jenn Bins 
Jennifer Ferstl 
Jennifer Jones 
Jennifer Mathews 
Jennifer Quizhpi 
Jennifer Robles 
Jennifer Voortman 
Jerry Wilson 
Jess Mart 
Jessica Baez 
Jessica Esteves 
Jessica Fong
Jesus Aguilera 
Jesus Gonzalez
Jesus Paz 
JeTaun Dyson 
Jevelyn Myart 
Jewelle Crane 
Jill Liebhaber 
Jimmy Kim 
Jin Dokko 
Jinny Ussel 
Joanna Calandriello
Joanne Garcia 
Joanne Trestrail
Jocelyn Taguibao 
Jodie Ramos-Omar 
Joe Galligan 
John and Phyllis Eichenseer 
John Jairo Gallego Jimenez 
John Kesse
John McMillan 
John Monteverde 
John Oxtoby 
John Thephasdin 
Johnny Dohman 
Jonas Jones 
Jordan Rose
Jorge Medina 
Jose Figueroa 
Jose Javier
Jose Plata 

Jose Solis 
Josefina Bahena 
Joselyn Perez
Josephine and David
Hanson
Josephine Arthur 
Josephine Polanek
Joshua Ferguson
Joshua Ontell
Josselly Peterson 
Joy Birchette 
Joyce Amici
Joyce Dupart 
JT Newman 
Juan Espinoza 
Juana Roblero
Juanita Malone 
Juanita Zamarron
Judith Bedard 
Judith Labarca 
Judith Statsinger
Judy Bryant 
Julia Andrews 
Julia Foxman 
Julia Persa 
Julie Brown 
Julie Erickson 
Julie M Andrews 
Julie Ponce 
Julio Avila
Karen Anderson 
Karen Campos
Karen Henderson 
Karen Sanders 
Karina Gomez 
Karla Sanchez 
Karla Velazquez
Karriem Muhammad 
Katherine Breland 
Katherine Scully 
Kathielen Espinoza 
Kathleen Abbene 
Kathleen Buckland 
Kathleen Perez 
Kathleen Strnad 
Kathy McCracken 
Katrina Brannon 
Kauwon Cannon 
Kayla Elease Miles 
Keesha Vinson 
Keisha Jones 
Kelli Blackmond 
Kelly Follmar
Ken Moore 
Kendall Dowsett
Kenneth Sanders 
Kiana Steele 
Kianna Martinez
Kimberly Love 
Kimberly Palamore 
Kimberly Walker 
Kimyenna Abron 
Kina Arnold 
Krishna Beverly 
Krista Reid 
Kristin McClinton 
Kristina Ilickovic
Kyra Clopton 
LaDean Clark 
LaDonna Comer 
LaKaiya Kippers 
Lakeshia Rupert 
Lakiesha Bright
LaNedra Mitchell
Lanette Garcia 
Laquantay Falls 
Laqwan Flowers
LaRita Vinson 
Laroy Hanson 
Lateef Bell 
LaTroy Farrow 
Laura Ciapas 
Laura Coplan 
Laura Farias 
Laura Klehr 
Laura Osterlund 
Laura Profit 
Laura Rico
Laura Wittig 
Leah Brown Schneck 
Lena Dickinson
Leo Schlosberg
Leonardo Gomes 
Leonor Branch 
Leshaunda Parker 
Leslie Herrera 
Leslie Moore 

Brent Gabel 
Brent Whitford
Brian Bright 
Brian Paige 
Brian Patzan
Brittany Arnold 
Bruce Thompson 
Bryson McDonald 
Byron Ovalle 
Caleb St Jean
Candice Bennett 
Candice Sanders 
Carleen and Jan Lorys
Carlos Yunda 
Carlota Gutierrez
Carmen Aldimar Casanova Tovar 
Carmen Bonilla
Carmen De Arcos 
Carmen Juravle 
Carol Oates 
Carol Warfield 
Caroline Abioye 
Caroline Aronson 
Carolyn Farmer
Carolyn Goosby 
Caryl Villasmil 
Casey Shipman 
Channel Simmons 
Channel Spencer 
Charlene Smith 
Charlie Milam
Chelaine Pinto 
CheRae Chaney 
Cherry Mae Villanueva 
Cheryl Phillips 
Cheryl Wilkes 
Cheyanne Flowers 
Chris Meza 
Chris Nunes 
Chris Spicer 
Christina Castro 
Christina Shepard 
Christina Tello 
Christina Webb 
christine barrett 
Christopher Affinito 
Christopher Rogers 
Cianne La Forgia 
Cindi Siemens 
Cineret Balza 
Claudia Hacman
Claudiu Dragos 
Coletta Flowers
Coletta Flowers 
Corey Santoni 
Courtnay McEwen
Courtney Hanson 
Cristina Vintila 
Cristy Flores 
Cynthia Henderson 
Cynthia Martinez 
Cynthia Morrow 
Dajah Lee 
Dalia Santiago 
Dalila Georgiou 
Damion Latimore 
Dan Muppidi 
Daniel Jenkins 
Daniel Lewis 
Daniel Mielcarz 
Daniel Orbach
Daniel Trujillo 
Daniela Fuentes 
Danny Boy Soliven 
Daquis Henderson 
Dario Quizhpi 
Darlene Braboy 
Darlene Haddad
Darren Crowder 
Darren Poon 
Davian Venegas 
David Cook 
David Redwood 
DaVoucha Morgan
Dawn Hubbard 
Deameris Oliver 
DeAndrea Brown 
Debra Dandeles
Deidre Watts 
Dejana Krzalic 
Delbert Sims
Delia Villarin Aba
DeNaya Peterson 
Derek Wallace 
Desta Tesfa Mulualem
Devan Patel 

Alicia Murillo 
Alicia Pulido 
Alina White 
Allen Gabor
Allison del Castillo-Payne 
Alma Camacho
Alma Cerda
Alma Estrada 
Alma Garcia Espinosa
Alma Hernandez 
Alma Murillo 
Alyce Cason 
Amalfi Garcia
Amanda Lenhart 
Amber Dansby 
Amber Henderson 
Amela Mahmutovic 
Amiley Gonzalez 
Amy L Barton
Ana Arietta 
Ana Herrera 
Ana Martinez 
Ana Soto
Ana Vazquez de Jesus 
Anatolia Evarkiou-Kaku 
Andra Dragos 
Andre Figueroa 
Andrea & Enrique Cordova
Andrea Eschmeyer 
Andrea Poldoian
Andrea Ruffin 
Andrea Toro 
Andrea Xavier 
Andreina Guerra
Andres Somoza
Andrew Conroe 
Andrew Peyer 
Andrey Ivankin 
Andrik Sanchez 
Angel Cordero 
Angela Agnew 
Angela Akyea 
Angelica Herrera
Angelica Leon 
Angelica Romo Tijerina 
Angie Alonso Cone 
Anibal Dugarte 
Aniceta Franklin
Anita Marquez
Ann and Pat Quinn
Anna Badagliacco 
Anna Hayes 
Annazette Collins 
Anne Cunningham
Annette Ware 
Anquineice Brown 
Anthony Hubka 
Anthony Myles 
Anthony Sturdivant 
Antonio McCray 
Apostolia Dunbar 
Apple
Ariana Berdon 
Arianna Solis 
Ariel Haan
Arielle Williams 
Ariosto Alfredo Perez 
Armando Jimenez
Arseny Ivankin 
Art Huet 
Ashanti Bentley
Ashley Cannon 
Ashley Durham
Ashwin Nayee 
Aubrey Lee 
Augustina Ogedegbe 
B Arellano 
Babyface Rebels 
Barbara Angell 
Barbara Kramer 
Barta Wilson 
Baylee Hopings 
Belsy Palacios 
Ben Yang 
Benicio Urbina 
Benjamina Pamasa
Berry Kennedy
Bertina Thomas
Betzaid Navarrete
Beverly Leonard 
Bhavesh Shah 
Biagi Cox 
Bounmany Outama 
Brach Siemens
Braulio Arrieta 
Brenda Benitez

Alice Wedoff 

Sarah Frank 
Sarah Maresch
Sarah Rossi 
Scarlett Moya 
Scott and Carrie Palmer
Scott and Jean Signorelli
Scott and Jill Baskin
Scott Gordon and Rand Kohler
Sean Connors 
Sean Funston 
Shale Lapping 
Sharon Glazer 
Sharon Lowe 
Sheldon Braun 
Sheldon Smith 
Sheryl Burk
Shirine Andrews-Seals 
Spencer Vidulich 
Ssebunya Kasule and Maxensia
Lwanga
Stacy Stewart-Young
Stephanie Cheng 
Stephanie Ross and Todd
DePastino
Stephanie Stiles
Stephen Czarkowski
Steve and Linda Feinstein 
Steven Zemelman 
Sue Adams
Susannah Skyler
Sylvia Asheley Smith 
Sylvia Shokunbi 
Tabatha Russell 
Tamaerra Lodge 
Tammy Hirsch 
The Kaisner and Zucker Family
Theodore Karasick and Family
Theresa Miller 
Theresa Poulos 
Thomas Clark 
Thuy Nguyen and Howard Pham
Tomas Bocanegra
Trike Chan
Veronica Medina 
Veronica Posada
Veronica Ruiz
Veronica Segovia 
Vicki Jacobs
Victor Lobo 
Virginia Landgraf
Virginia Zuber 
Walter L 
Wenfang Ellen Yang 
Wesley Duchimaza 
William and Melissa Zimmerman
William Dippell 
William Mason and Diana Davis
William S Levitan DDS 
Winnila Dailey 
Xavier Ramey 
Yodit Argaw
YourCause, LLC Trustee for Paypal
Zonda D. Carriel 
Zoran Ilickovic 

Up to $100
Aaron Rose 
Ab Weeks 
Abigail Matias Brown 
Adam Meyer 
Adam Waugh 
Adejoke Ihimoyan 
Adnan Khan 
Adriana Copado 
Adriana Guerra 
Adrienne Olander 
Agueda Ayala-Lopez 
Agustina Gonzalez 
Aide Ramos
Aikishia Cochran 
Ainsley Anderson
Akira Barclay
Alan Santillan
Alberto Gonzalez 
Alberto Martinez
Alberto Ventura 
Aleia Jenkins 
Alejandra Casimiro 
Alejandro Balza 
Alejandro Cruz 
Alex Rodriguez 
Alex Sarkisian 
Alexander Baykov and Iva
Yovcheva
Alexander Lopez 
Alice Reyes 



Our Supporters (cont.)

“This year, I had the
opportunity to mentor the
advanced students at the
People's Music School and
prepare them for a showcase
performance at the Merit
School of Music. The quality of
the students and the level of
preparation were very high.
People's Music School is
making a significant difference
as they work to expand access
to high-quality music
education, and they are
achieving remarkable results.”

JAMES SANDERS
Violinist,
Chicago Sinfonietta 
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Stephen Redenbaugh 
Steve Reinfranck
Steven Gray 
Steven Velazquez 
Stormy Chartrand 
Suleiman Wadi 
Sunil Mathews 
Susan Ang 
Susan George 
Susan Graff 
Susan James
Takeisa Sledge 
Tamara Steele 
Tamara Townsend 
Tammy Doerksen
Tanesha Harris 
Tania Ciske 
TaNita Weathers
Tanya Lovett 
Tara Pinto 
Tara Samuels
Tasha Brown 
Tawana Williams 
Teresa Herrera 
Teresa Thompson 
Terrence Hardaman 
Thomas Hughes 
Thomas Pelgenl 
Thomas Trandel 
Tibisay Garcia 
Tiffany Moore 
Timothy and Kelli Bell
Timothy Coukart 
Toinette Flowers 
Tom Crozier 
Tomica Jenkins 
Tony Santana 
Tracy Smith 
Travis Matics 
Triniece Lindsey 
Uel Kolesar 
Val Mosley 
Valentina Cordero 
Valerie Wadycki 
Valisha White
Vanessa Owusu 
Vanessa Vidal
Velanie Adams 
Veronica Bedolla 
Veronica Bonebrake 
Veronica Narvaez 
Vicky Pearlman 
Victor Somoza
Victoria Santiago 
Victoria Watkins 
Victoria Williams 
Victoria Wittmer 
Viorel Hacman 
Viridiana Rojas 
Vivian Redwood
Von Hernandez 
Wakako Sato 
Wannetta Brooks 
Wei Hsueh
Wendy Aceituno 
Wendy Rodriguez 
Wendy Sanchez
Whitley Howard 
Whitney Bright 
Wilbert Crutcher 
Willie Tiggs
Winnie Chartrand
Winnila Baldwin
Wm Jason McInnes 
Wynn Root 
Ximena Ayala 
Yaritza Rodriguez 
Yasmarie Correa 
Yeanette Bernal
Yei Narvaez
Yeimi Alday 
Yelitza Valbuena 
Yesenia Barron 
Yidekhell Machado 
Yolanda Fernandez
Yolanda Houston 
Yolanda Knight 
Yolanda Leon 
Yoliver Rodriguez 
Ysamali L Araujo 
Yvonne Flores-Garcia 
Yvonne Wang
Zenabu Abdulla 
Zenaida Rivera 
Zenaido Velazquez and
Rosa Paz

Regina Sims
Reginald Brown 
Remi Love 
Rene Barraza
Rene Martinez 
Restituto Miranda 
Reynonda Townsend 
Rhianna Hughes 
Ricardo Garcia 
Ricardo Martinez 
Richard Davis 
Rick Howard
Rita Chang 
Roaa Hussien 
Rob Hamilton 
Roberta Angell 
Roberto Marquez 
Roberto Ramirez
Robin Criniere 
Romeo Jurado 
Ronald Garrett 
Roniesha Copeland 
Rosa Cortez 
Rosa Espinoza 
Rosa María Corvera
Rosa Quizhpi 
Rose Beal 
Rosie Delgado 
Rossana Rodriguez 
Rossman Palfrey and Megan
Robbins
Rotimi Olusanya
Roy Torres 
Rudi Rodriguez 
Ruquiyah Wilson 
Ruth Rod 
Ryan and Elyse Gac
Saeed Abbasi 
Sallie Mowles 
Sally Swiss 
Sam Bernstein 
Samantha Eastberg 
Samuel Santillan 
Sandra Barry 
Sandra Ramsey 
Sandra Rodriguez 
Sandra Ventura 
Santiago Gonzalez 
Sara Farias 
Sarah Christianson
Sarah Kamara 
Sarah Sarpong 
Sarah Trax 
Sean Roberts
Sean Walsh 
Sean Zhang 
Segundo Cambi 
Selena Roberts 
Selena Shaw 
Senorities Bracey 
Shai Shemesh 
Shalia Johnson 
Shalonda Greaves 
Shannel Crump 
Shannon Redding 
Shannon Smith 
Shantiniece Rodriguez 
Shaquan Dupart 
Shareeta Rent
Sharon Samuels
Sheila Quirke 
Sheila Thomas 
Shelby Oliver 
Shelly Taone 
Shenika Dupart 
Sherrell Tillis 
Sherry Anapol
Shondra Siler 
Silvia Quito 
Simon Mendiola 
Slavica Simic 
Sonia Velasco
Sonja Sumerlin 
Sophia Farias 
Stacy Ruffin 
Starsha Monroe 
Stefanie Alvarez 
Stefany Casales 
Stephanie Franklin 
Stephanie Jackson 
Stephanie Lata Sami 
Stephanie Maradiaga 
Stephanie Max 
Stephanie Nilson 
Stephanie Phuong 
Stephanie Ricoy 
Stephanie Winfield 

Megan Chartier
Megan Wells
Melissa Montalvo 
Mercedes Pomales 
Michael and Tiffany
Michael Jones 
Michael Kuhn
Michael Rodriguez 
Michael Starks 
Michael Taylor 
Michael Thompson 
Michele Beaulieux 
Michele Soto 
Michelle Mancias
Michelle Moseley 
Miesha Smith 
Miguel Montesinos
Mikila Thompson 
Miriam Goldberg Owens 
Miriam Ortuzar
Miriam Weller
Mirwan Binbek 
Monica Colunga 
Monica Zamora 
Monica Zavala 
Monik Harden-Cubas 
Montel Bailey 
Morgan Thompson 
Murtala Binbek 
Mustapha Assrour 
Myisha Davis 
Myriam Baca Martinez
Myriam Martinez 
Nadia Gilkes 
Nancy Cervantes
Nancy Clement
Nancy Lee 
Nancy Ruiz
Nariana Castillo 
Natalie Cruz 
Natalie Holz
Natalie Svolos 
Natasha Walker 
Nate Grosso 
Nate Hill 
Nathalie Soto 
Nathan Waugh 
Neena Williams 
Nelida Alarcon 
Nelson Hercules
Nestanet Kassa
Nicheryl Akins 
Nicholas Adams and Ana
Atanasio-Mendoza
Nick DelMonte 
Nicole Bendush 
Nicole Elman 
Nikesha Jones 
Nikkida Hart 
Nnana Mogongwa 
Nneka Rimmer 
Nolberto Cortez 
Noreen OReilly 
Norma González
Odessa Walker 
Ofelia Gomez 
Oner Trujillo 
Oreon Trickey 
Oscar Ramirez
Otima Doyle 
Pamela Huet
Paola Cervantes 
Paris Davis 
Patrice Walsh 
Patricia Smith
Patricia Williams 
Paul Abbo
Paul Schissler and Wilma David
Paul Sierra 
Paul Zafer and Betty Lewis
Paula Liebhaber 
Pedro Escobar
Peggy Chun 
Peter Jackson 
Petra Ventura 
Phil Owusu 
Phillip Sutton 
Pierre and Pierre Henderson 
Pierre Velasquez
Prisma Bustamante 
Rafael Medina 
Rafael Montesinos
Rafiya Sorthia 
Rahman Muhammad 
Ramon and Loida Matanguihan
Rebeca Fernandez 

Leticia Monarrez 
Leticia Soto 
Lewis and Melissa Kirk
Libby Scholz 
Liceth Angulo Morales 
Liliana Avila
Liliana Gonzalez 
Lim Kim
Linda Boatemaa 
Linda Govan 
Linda Ortell 
Linda Osei 
Lindon Martinez 
Lindsay Ruan 
Lisa Hooper 
Lissette Cedacero 
Lizbeth Bahena 
Lolita Kinnison
Lorena Gomez 
Lorena Nava 
Lorena Vences
Lori Goldberg
Lori Wellman
Lucy Ordonez 
Lucyna Skiba
Luis Gonzalez 
Luis R Canino 
Luis Suarez 
Luisa Criollo 
Luisa Gonzalez 
Luke Mueller 
Luz Palaguachi 
Lydia Bell
Lyndia Oliver Wyatt 
Lynea Fenderson 
Lynn Halcomb 
Mac Rechan 
Madalyne Tregellas 
Madison Sloane 
Maelen Thompson 
Maeve McMahon 
Marc Falkenberg 
Marcos Martinez 
Marcos Morocho 
Marcus Cheeks 
Marcus Johnson 
Marcus Morgan 
Margaret Murphy 
Maria Casanova 
Maria Cruz 
Maria Garcia 
Maria Gloria 
Maria Martinez
Maria Ocampo
Maria Rod 
Maria Rojas-Meza 
Maria Santacruz 
Maria Sauer 
Maria Tello
Maria Ugarte
Mariana Anaya 
Maricela Rufino 
Maricella Cervantes 
Marie Walz 
Mariela Sanchez
Marilu Resendis 
Marilyn Williams 
Mario Banda 
Marisol Granado
Maritza Sanchez 
Mark Kanter
Marlen Antunez 
Marquiso Robinson 
Marshea Lowe 
Martha Abbott 
Martha Gonzalez
Martha Mitchell 
Martin Corral 
Martin Martinez
Marty Behn 
Marvin Glasper 
Mary Adeogun 
Mary Opoku 
Mary Rosario
MaryEllen Sarria 
Matt Babuskow 
Matthew Pomilia 
Matthew Sutter 
Maureen Brekke 
Maureen Callaghan 
Mauricio Sosa Cardenas 
Maxine Karim 
Maynor Ovalle 
Mayra Garcia 
Mayra Gudiel 
Meagan Lasky 



Administration
$322,621

Financials

FY23 OPERATING REVENUE FY23 EXPENSES

Our Board

Associate Board

Juanna Blackwell
TRANSFIX

Michael Buck*
Driehaus Capital Management LLC

Uma Chandrasekaran
Seyfarth Shaw LLP

Kevin Dolan, 
Secretary
Retired

Ellen Feldman
Community volunteer

Gary Hart 
Mowery & Schoenfeld

Emerald-Jane “EJ” 
Hunter
myWHY Agency

Joe Idaszak
Brookfield Asset Management

Carolyn Jaw
Federal Home Loan Bank

Nalini Kotamraju
Salesforce

Julie Lopez
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management

Adam Lucas, Treasurer 
Concentric Equity Partners

Stephanie Macakanja,
Vice Chair
BlackSheep General Store

Nancy Power 
Ariel Investments

Steven Shaw, 
Board Chair
Verizon

Peter Sheren
Goldman Sachs

Laura Sutphen 
The Golin Group

Cecilia VanGetson
Community volunteer

Rob Whiteman
Better Future Advisors LLC

Cici Zheng
ParkerGale, LLC

* indicates Lifetime Trustee

Yasmine Gordon

Ross Heilberg

Brian Kim

Hyunmin Kim

Dan Malnar

Eric Menna

Allison Payne

Micah Rensch

Allegis Sant

Natalie Teichman

Austin Terris

Heather Williamson, 
Associate Board Chair
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FY23 NET ASSETS

Fundraising
$657,736

Program
$2,357,418

Government
$57,650

Corporations
$132,168

Foundations/
Grants
$1,331,462

Individual
Donations
$1,210,122

Restricted Net
Assets
$30,874

Fixed
Assets
$473,984

Available for
Future Use 
$1,601,686

Board Designated
Reserve
$1,581,922



Teaching Artists 

Staff
Alejandra Aquino
Program Coordinator

Natalie Butler
Dean of Learning and
Teaching

Kathryn Cederborg
Program Coordinator

Kelly Dennis
Senior Manager of
Student Data & Systems

Ellie DePastino
Marketing &
Communications
Manager

Chelsey Jones
Institutional Giving
Manager

Jack Kartsotis
Program Coordinator

Grecia Landin
Program Manager,
Albany Park

Stephanie
Londoño
Program Manager,
Uptown Academy

Miriam Owens
President & Chief
Executive Officer

Jennifer Riskind
Director of Individual
Giving

Megan Robbins
Senior Manager of
Learning and Teaching

David Sands
Senior Manager of
Artistic Engagement

Michael
Thompson
Development
Coordinator

Felipe Tobar
Learning and Teaching
Associate

Minji Will
Program Coordinator

Marc Wilson
Chief of Strategy and
Partnerships

Jessica Esteves
HR Associate

Ariel Garcia
Community Manager

Caro Granner
Program Associate,
Uptown Academy

Elena Grijalva
Program Manager,
Greater South Side

Kasia Johnson
Chief of Finance

Carmen Abelson

Alejandra Aquino

Alexis Bennett

Ashley Bennett

Abby Black

Joel Block

Natalie Butler

Anna Carlson

Nico Carter

Kathryn Cederborg

Elizabeth Chun

Jamaal Crowder

Kelly Dennis

Laura Duggan

Anatolia Evarkiou-

Kaku

Kaitlin Foley

Ariel Garcia

Omkara Gil Guaraco

Simon Gomez

Elena Grijalva

Mark Haworth

Miro Hernandez

Dan Hickey

Sam Hight

Eric Hines

Jonathan Hodges

Jack Kartsotis

Soo-Young Kim

Ellie Kirk

Grecia Landin

Azalea Laredo

Fabricio Lock Sotomayor

Istvan Loga

Stephanie Londoño

Bethany McKnight

Julia Minkin

Krystal Miranda

Emily Munn-Wood

Oliver Munoz

Rossman Palfrey

An Phan

Felix Ponce

Kenthaney Redmond

Stephen Reinfranck

Nicholas Ritter

Megan Robbins

Sandra Rowland

Allison Rye

Hugo Saavedra

David Sands

Corey Sansolo

Adam Shohet

Julia Slater

Anthony Stewart

Nyle Taylor

Kenni Ther

Michael Thompson

Felipe Tobar Blanco

Lena Vidulich 

Serena Voltz

Annamarie Wellems

Wes Woodward

Daniel Zheng
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How to 
Get 
Involved

SPREAD THE WORD

Tell a friend, follow and boost us on social
media, or host an event! We always need more
people to know about the great work
happening here.

DONATE

Every dollar you give to The People’s Music
School goes towards eliminating barriers to
access in music education and enriching young
lives in Chicago.

ATTEND AN EVENT

Head to our website to see our calendar of
upcoming concerts, recitals, community
programming, and more. We can’t wait to see
you!

JOIN A COMMITTEE OR TASK FORCE

Composed of expert volunteers, members of our
People’s community, and members of our Board
of Directors, our committee and task force
members serve as advisors and experts that
guide our work. Learn more about our
committees and how to inquire about
involvement.

VOLUNTEER

We have nearly 30 performing events per year,
and we always need help! Volunteering at an
event is a great opportunity to get to know our
close-knit community.
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931 W. Eastwood Ave. Chicago, IL 60640 
(773) 784-7032  |  peoplesmusicschool.org 

@peoplesmusicschool

100% tuition-free.
100% life-changing. 


