




From the Board President

Dear Friends of The Symphonia,

On behalf of the entire Board of Directors, it is my great pleasure to welcome you to 
The Symphonia’s 20th Anniversary Season. This milestone is a testament to the unwavering support 
of our audiences, the exceptional talents of our musicians, and the dedication of our artistic 
leadership. We are incredibly proud to celebrate two decades of bringing 
outstanding musical performances to this vibrant community.

This 20th season is truly special, as we reflect on our past and look forward 
to an exciting future. Our programming showcases a rich blend of classical 
masterpieces and contemporary works, and we are honored to collaborate 
with some of today’s most distinguished conductors and soloists. From 
the soaring melodies of Vieuxtemps’ Violin Concerto No. 5 to Beethoven’s 
exhilarating Symphony No. 7, and the timeless beauty of Tchaikovsky’s 
Serenade for Strings, there is something for everyone to enjoy.

In addition to our concert series, The Symphonia is proud to have been selected by the City of Boca 
Raton to perform twice in 2024. This past July, we partnered with Crazy Fingers for Symphonia 
JAMS, a unique collaboration that brought classical and jam band fans together at Mizner 
Amphitheater. We look forward to returning to the Amphitheater on December 7th for our much-
anticipated Holiday Pops concert, a festive celebration to kick off the holiday season.

We are also excited to introduce Harmony & Vines, a delightful series of curated evenings of 
music, wine, and food. Held at Sixty Vines, and sponsored by Drowos Private Wealth, these dinners 
provide a unique opportunity to enjoy the symphony experience in a more intimate and relaxed 
setting.

Finally, our educational initiatives continue to grow. Through Strings & Self-Esteem, we are reaching 
underserved students, ages 5 to 18, at Paul’s Place and the Fuller Center, fostering a love for music 
while building confidence and self-expression.

As we embark on this landmark season, we invite you to join us in celebrating the power of music 
to inspire, uplift, and unite. Thank you for being a part of The Symphonia family. Your continued 
support ensures that we can share the beauty and joy of music with future generations.Here’s to an 
unforgettable 20th Anniversary Season!

With warmest regards, 

Sheldon Kwiat 
President, Board of Directors 
The Symphonia





BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 
OFFICERS
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A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION  
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING  

TOLL-FREE 1-800-HELP-FLA OR ONLINE AT www.FloridaConsumerHelp.com.  
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR  

RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. REGISTRATION #: CH18283
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NEIGHBORING BACH 
A New Directions Concert

The Studio at Mizner Park
Saturday, March 29, 2025 – 7 pm

Presented by 
Alastair Willis, Principal Conductor

Principal Conductor’s Chair sponsored by The Kimmel Family

In the spirit of Seeking Haydn and Vienna’s Riches, this installment 
of New Directions takes us back to Köthen, Germany, where the 
great Johann Sebastian Bach lived in 1723.

Repertoire includes*:

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring

Cello Suite No.1 in G major, Prelude 
Susan Moyer Bergeron, cello

Brandenburg Concerto No.3

Brandenburg Concerto No.5, mvt. 1  
Karen Fuller, flute  
Claudia Cagnassone, violin  
Daniel Bayless, harpsichord

Concerto for Two Violins in D minor 
Leonid Sigal, violin 
Huifang Chen, violin

*Additional works will be announced from the stage during the performance.

Please turn off your cell phones and electronic devices.



THE SYMPHONIA MUSICIANS

Alastair Willis, Conductor

Violin I
Leonid Sigal  
Gus Correa  
Claudia Cagnassone  
Antonio Rincon
Orlando Forte

Violin II
Huifang Chen 
Dale Sandvold
Tony Huang

Viola
David Pedraza
Ian Jesse
Karen Hebermehl

Cello
Susan Moyer Bergeron 
Barbara Corcillo
Angela Maleh

Bass
Hideki Sunaga

Harpsichord
Daniel Bayless

Flute 
Karen Fuller





PROGRAM NOTES

Johann Sebastian Bach
Born: March 21, 1685 in Eisenach, Germany 
Died July 28, 1750, Leipzig, Germany 
Composed: 1,128 completed works  

Born in 1685 in Eisenach, Germany, Johann Sebastian Bach is an unyielding beacon 
in the vast expanse of Western classical music. From the gentle hum of his cantatas 
to the resounding power of his choral compositions, Bach’s work encapsulates the 
quintessence of the Baroque era, bridging the profound depths of human emotion 
with unparalleled grace.

Hailing from a lineage deeply ingrained in musical tradition, Bach’s destiny seemed 
almost predetermined. Orphaned at the age of ten, it was under the protective 
wing of his elder brother, Johann Christoph, that young Johann Sebastian was 
introduced to the complexities of the organ and harpsichord. This foundational 
phase not only honed his musical skills but also instilled a passion that would drive 
his musical output.

Bach’s illustrious career took root in various German cities, where he adopted 
multifaceted roles. Whether serving as a court musician in Weimar, navigating the 
rich tapestry of ecclesiastical duties in Leipzig, or crafting compositions as the 
Kapellmeister, Bach’s commitment to his art was unwavering. His tenure in Leipzig, 
in particular, was prodigious, yielding some of his most acclaimed works that have 
resonated through the corridors of time.

As we delve into Bach’s oeuvre, we encounter a vast landscape of musical forms. 
From sacred choral works like the monumental “Mass in B minor” to instrumental 
masterpieces such as the “Brandenburg Concertos,” his versatility is palpable. His 
ability to communicate intricate theological narratives, as witnessed in his “St. 
Matthew Passion” and “St. John Passion,” is a testament to his profound religious 
convictions and his adeptness in intertwining vocal and instrumental textures.

Not to be overshadowed are his monumental keyboard works. The “Well-Tempered 
Clavier,” a groundbreaking collection of preludes and fugues, charts a journey 
through every major and minor key, showcasing Bach’s ingenuity in counterpoint 
and harmony. Similarly, the “Goldberg Variations,” with its spirals of keyboard 
virtuosity, presents a masterclass in thematic development and variation.



Yet, beyond the notes and rhythms, Bach’s music speaks to the universality of 
human experience. His works are not just exercises in technical brilliance but are 
imbued with deep emotion, whether it’s the joyful exuberance of a dance or the 
introspective depths of a lament.

Today, centuries after his passing in 1750, Bach’s influence remains undiminished. 
Composers from Mozart to Mahler and beyond have drawn inspiration from his 
works, finding in them a wellspring of musical ideas and expressive possibilities.

As we reflect upon Bach’s life and contributions, we are reminded of the timeless 
nature of art. In Bach’s music, we find an eternal echo – a celebration of the human 
spirit, its joys, sorrows, faith, and aspirations. Through the intricate tapestry of his 
compositions, Johann Sebastian Bach continues to be a guiding star, illuminating 
the boundless universe of classical music.

Program notes provided courtesy of South Bend Symphony Orchestra.
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Principal Conductor and Artistic Advisor

Grammy-nominated conductor Alastair Willis 
is currently the Music Director of the South Bend 
Symphony Orchestra.

In past seasons, Willis has guest conducted 
orchestras around the world including the Chicago 
Symphony, Philadelphia Orchestra, New York 
Philharmonic, San Francisco Symphony, Mexico 
City Philharmonic, Orquestra Sinfonica de Rio de 
Janeiro, Nordwestdeutsche Philharmonic, Hong Kong 
Sinfonietta, China National Orchestra (Beijing), and 
Silk Road Ensemble (with Yo-Yo Ma) among others. 
His recording of Ravel’s “L’Enfant et les Sortileges” 
with Nashville Symphony and Opera for Naxos was Grammy-nominated  
for Best Classical Album in 2009.

Last season Willis was re-engaged by the Seattle Symphony, Gyor Philharmonic, 
The Symphonia Boca Raton, Pacific Northwest Ballet and Orchestra Seattle/
Seattle Chamber Singers, and made his debut with the Philharmonie 
Südwestfalen. This season he returns to the Qatar Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Victoria Symphony B.C., Pacific Northwest Ballet, The Symphonia Boca Raton, 
and makes his debuts with Peninsula Music Festival, Fox Valley Symphony, 
La Porte Symphony, Salute to Vienna, and Seattle’s Music of Remembrance.

Alastair Willis

Presented by The Schmidt Family Centre for the Arts under the tent in Mizner Park Amphitheater, Boca Raton.
Sponsored in part by the Board of County Commissioners, the Tourist Development Council, and The Cultural Council For Palm Beach County.

SAVE THE DATES:
Feb 27-Mar 8, 2026

20 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

GET THE LATEST FESTIVAL NEWS AT FESTIVALBOCA.ORG



Presented by The Schmidt Family Centre for the Arts under the tent in Mizner Park Amphitheater, Boca Raton.
Sponsored in part by the Board of County Commissioners, the Tourist Development Council, and The Cultural Council For Palm Beach County.

SAVE THE DATES:
Feb 27-Mar 8, 2026

20 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

GET THE LATEST FESTIVAL NEWS AT FESTIVALBOCA.ORG



The HARID Conservatory 

Spring Dance Performances 
May 23, 24, & 25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For information and tickets, visit harid.edu/performances or call 561-998-8038. 
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Celebrating our 31st year as one of 
Palm Beach County’s most respected 
cultural arts organizations.

YOPBC.org • (561) 281-8600

Featuring Renowned Broadway &  
Billions TV Star and FAU Alum

Marc Kudisch

Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters
Florida Atlantic® | Boca Raton

Tickets and Info at fau.edu/cast-party

4th AnnuAl Culture, Arts & 
soCiety todAy (CAst) PArty

Annual Fun, Fan & Fund Raiser 
For Student Scholarships

6-9 pm , Monday, Feb. 19, 2024
Marriott Hotel Boca Raton

5150 Town Center Cir.



EVERY STAY IS A STORY 
WORTH SHARING.

EXPERIENCE THE ALL-NEW SEAGATE in Delray Beach with exclusive Beach Club access, 
featuring the redesigned Mr. Seas beachfront restaurant and private beach cocktail service. Stay in Atlantic Avenue’s most 
spacious, newly renovated guestrooms and enjoy world-class amenities, including an 18-hole golf course, full-service 

spa, two pools, and the upcoming Bourbon Steak by Michelin-starred chef Michael Mina, opening January 2025!

 S E A G A T E D E L R A Y . C O M                      @ T H E S E A G A T E H O T E L

Vegso Family FoundationIrvin Stern Foundation Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation Kettering Family Foundation

For Tickets & Information
www.bocaballet.org • (561) 995 - 0709
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The Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation

Season of

Dance2024-2025

Edith & Martin Stein Family Foundation’s  
The Nutcracker 
November 29 -December 1,  2024
Holiday Favorite

Artistic Directors: Dan Guin & Jane Tyree

BOCA BALLET THEATRE

Coppélia
April 5 & 6, 2025
Comical Story Ballet

Summer Breezes
August 2 & 3, 2025
Repertory concert



SUPPORT THE SYMPHONIA
The costs of sustaining an orchestra and keeping music in your life are always on 
the rise and we cannot do it without your help. Your donation of any amount does 
make a difference. There are numerous ways to support The SYMPHONIA. Here are 
some of the possibilities:

BECOME A SUSTAINER: Our new Sustainer Program provides an avenue for 
you to support The SYMPHONIA at a level that is comfortable for you. Become a 
monthly SYMPHONIA Sustainer and you can GIVE MORE by GIVING LESS! You 
will provide The SYMPHONIA with a known revenue stream enabling us to better 
budget for the programming that we want to play and that you want to hear! It’s 
win-win for everyone.

JOIN THE SYMPHONIA SOCIETY: Contribute a minimum of $1,000 during 
the year and you will earn membership in our Symphonia Society Circle of 
Excellence. In addition to a custom-designed pin and recognition in the concert 
program book, basic benefits include priority seating for subscription concerts, 
complimentary valet parking and invitations to private concert receptions. The 
more you give, the more benefits you will receive! Join us!

FOR MORE INFORMATION
thesymphonia.org • tickets@thesymphonia.org • 561-376-3848

The SYMPHONIA Legacy Society
The SYMPHONIA acknowledges with gratitude and “forever” recognition:

The JAM CHARITABLE TRUST
LEE ZEIDMAN

Consider a charitable bequest and become a charter member of  
the LEGACY SOCIETY. Your planned gift will make a significant impact in the 
sustainability of The SYMPHONIA’S mission and will allow you to support the 

orchestra without giving up current assets. Your gift can take many forms:

A bequest of cash or securities

A specified percentage of your net estateLife insurance, with the  
orchestra as beneficiary

Other material assets

LEGACY SOCIETY members will receive “forever” recognition  
and other specially-designated benefits.



This is what you want!
PERFORMANCES • EVENTS • EXHIBITIONS

THE GREATER BOCA RATON CULTURAL CONSORTIUM, INC.

Boca Ballet Theatre
561-995-0709
mail@bocaballet.org

Boca Raton Museum of Art 
561-392-2500 
info@bocamuseum.org

Boca Raton Historical Society  
& The Schmidt Boca Raton 
History Museum 
561-395-6766 
office@bocahistory.org 
 
Florida Atlantic University 
College of Arts & Letters
561-297-3810
theatre@fau.edu
 
Florida Intergenerational 
Orchestra of America
(561) 922-3134
info@flioa.org

Festival of the Arts Boca
561-571-5270
info@festivalboca.org
 
Gumbo Limbo Nature Center
561-544-8605
info@gumbolimbo.org 

The HARID Conservatory
561-997-2677
info@harid.edu

Lynn University 
561-237-9000
tickets@lynn.edu
 
Mizner Park Amphitheater
561-393-7984
AdiNorscio@myboca.us

National Society of Arts  
and Letters
judiasselta@gmail.com

Sugar Sand Park
561-347-3900
sugarsandpark@myboca.us
 
The SYMPHONIA
561-376-3848
info@thesymphonia.org

The Wick Theatre  
& Costume Museum
561-995-2333
boxoffice@theWick.org

Youth Orchestra of Palm Beach 
County
561-281-8600
yomail@yopbc.org 

MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

Gracious hospitality meets

sophisticated elegance

561.368.5200  • WyndhamBoca.com  • 1950 Glades Road

Award -Winning Hotel           Saltwater  Pool           Pools ide Bar          Pr ivate Dining           TrendTea Lounge
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SYMPHONIA SOCIETY CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE*

CONNOISSEUR CIRCLE 
($50,000+)
Virginia & Harvey Kimmel Family 

Fund of the Community 
Foundation for Palm Beach & 
Martin Counties

CHAIRMAN’S CIRCLE 
(25,000+)
Gurney Foundation Inc.

 PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE 
($10,000+)
The City of Boca Raton

Rita & Sheldon Kwiat

Mandell Weiss Charitable Trust 
Linda & Joseph Satz, Trustees

Principal Conductor Chair  
Sponsored by The Kimmel Family

Schmidt Family Foundation

MAESTRO’S CIRCLE  
($5,000+)
Drowos Private Wealth LLC

Mel Lazar & Ellen Koppelman

Dr. Laurence & Phyllis Malmuth

Eleonore Ruffy & Don Lustig

Nancy & Stanley Singer

Edith Stein

The Vegso Family Foundation

Eileen Wells

MUSIC DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE 
($2,500+)
Gerry Ehrlich

Drs. Melinda & Steven Koenig

Charles Stoll

Herbert & Ruth Weiss

PRINCIPAL PLAYER’S CIRCLE 
($1,000+)
Barbara Ackerman

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Altman

Anonymous

Gerald & Barbara Black

Carole Boucard

Elaine Charendoff

Colburn Family Foundation

Dr. Charles & Laura Dale

Bryan Drowos

Gerald Feblowitz

Martin & Carol Glazer

Mrs. Natalie Halperin

Dr. Robert & Ann Jaeder

Marie Jureit-Beamish

Susan & Jeff Kaye

Sung Knowles

Susan Ugelow Konigsberg Family 
Foundation, Inc.

Wendy Kulberg

Nina Lane

Carol Pessah-Lewitter

Morgan Stanley Wealth 
Management

John & Geri Murtagh

Lynda Palmer

Steve & Carol Pomeranz

Jay & Linda Rosenkranz

Lawrence Rosenthal

Annabel Russell

Jane & John Sprung

Mr. James Talens

The Buzz Agency

Tilkin Family Fund

Marilynne Urquhart

Deborah Watarz & Gerald Schilian

Ellen M. Yerman

SYMPHONIA FRIENDS $500+
Andre Design District

Anonymous

Adam Davis

Glacial Mechanical LLC

Maria Godfrey

Kennari Consulting

Andrew & Ellen Lynette



Terri R. Mintzer

Barbara Rabinowitz & Robert Angler

Sandra & Andrew Rose

Susan Saril

Shirley & Howard Trauger

Diane Wanger

$250+
William Beamish

Paul Finkel

Rani Garfinkle

Jeff & Joanna Marie Kaye

Christina Montana

Paul & Susan Penn

Elizabeth Sara

Mr. & Mrs. William L. Ward

$100+
Barry Adkin

Dr. & Mrs. William C. Albert

Anonymous

Eric Ansel

Homer Appleby & Elizabeth Kinchen

Donald Bellick & Susan Galland

Jay Brachfeld & Marianne Jacobs

Susan Brody

Wallace & Cecily Feldman

Joan Goldstein

Arlene Herson

Marti & Barry Kaplan

Patricia Allyson Laury

Stephanie & Sam Levine

Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Margoluis

Pat B. Meacham

Barbara M. O’Connell

Dr. Faith G. Paul

Sue M. Phelan

Kitty Lou & John Phillips

Ron & Mary Ann Platt

Debra A. Sabato

Frumet & David Sachs

Kathy Schilling

Gene Singer & Judy Stolper

Gwen Smith

Deborah & Joel Sokol

John Sowell

Lois & Harold Weber

Myron & Janet White

$50+
Aaron & Shari Bass

Broward Sierra Club

Walter & Miriam Cohen

Lila Klein

Dr. Richard & Mrs. Joan London

Mr. & Mrs. Cosimo Scianna

Iris Wilder

Shirley Wine

The SYMPHONIA gratefully acknowledges the sustained generosity  
of our annual contributors You do make a difference!

SYMPHONIA GIFTS*

GIFTS IN HONOR

Harvey & Virginia Kimmel 
Andrew & Ellen Lynette

Virginia Kimmel 
Susan Saril 
Shirley & Howard Trauger

Bryce Meacham 
Pat B. Meacham

Annabel Russell 
Marti & Barry Kaplan

GIFTS IN MEMORY

Bette Sue Rosenthal 
Lawrence Rosenthal

* listings as of 3/25/25


