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Manatee County 
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bloom in the Lake 
Manatee Reservoir.
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County officials conducted tests 

The Beauty of Freedom

Preparing for Longboat Fourth of July. See more at Facebook: followmetolongboatkey

Lifeguard rescues nine swimmers from rip current on Lido
An off-duty lifeguard in Florida is being lauded for rescuing nine swimmers in distress who were swept out by a rip current over the weekend.
According to a report from FOX 13 in Tampa, off-duty Sarasota County Fire Department Lifeguard Mariano Martinez stepped into action on Saturday 

afternoon when strong thunderstorms created dangerous conditions at Lido Beach.
I heard in the tran.smission that two people were in distress,” Martinez said.
Despite being off-duty, Martinez, a six-year veteran lifeguard for Sarasota County with 15 more years of experience of lifeguarding in his home country 

of Argentina in South America, sprang into action.

SRQ to add new daily flight to New York City
Travelers bound for New York City will have another option this fall out of the Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport. American Airlines is adding 

a daily, nonstop flight to LaGuardia Airport (LGA) starting Nov. 5.
This marks the sixth nonstop flight for American Airlines out of SRQ, according to President/CEO of SRQ Rick Piccolo.
Other nonstop destinations from American include Charlotte, North Carolina (CLT); Chicago (ORD); Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas (DFW); Philadelphia 

(PHL); and Washington, D.C. (DCA).
“American looks forward to beginning service to New York LaGuardia Airport starting this November,” says Joe Sottile, American’s director of domestic 
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  Sandra Smith  |  941.383.3388
6350 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE • LONGBOAT KEY, FL

    CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

LBK Drinking water, from page 1

NewsWorthy, from page 1

over the last several days that show high algae concentrations in Lake Manatee, which sup-
plies about two-thirds of the county’s drinking water. The water is still safe to drink, county 
officials said. 

Manatee County Government provides water to about 362,000 people, as well as providing 
wholesale water to Palmetto, Longboat Key and parts of Sarasota County. The county is using 
powdered-activated carbon to treat the water in Lake Manatee, but residents may still notice 
a slight earthy or musty taste in their drinking water. “We will continue monitoring and con-
ducting treatment efforts until water quality returns to normal,” said Katie Gilmore, deputy 
director of the county’s utilities department. According to a news release, residents may also 
use a carbon filter to help get rid of the odd smell or taste.

network planning, in a statement. “With up to 10 daily flights from SRQ, American’s schedule 
offers customers convenient one-stop access to more than 200 destinations across our compre-
hensive global network.”

Pre-Storm Sandbag Operation for LBK -
July 1 @ Broadway Beach Access

The Town of Longboat Key will staff a sand & bag station at Broadway Beach Access on 
Monday, July 1 from 9 a.m. until 12 p.m.  There will be two sandbag filler stations to make it 
easier and more efficient for residents to fill their bags.  

These self-filling sandbag stations are to serve Longboat Key residents, property owners and 
commercial interests only, to help address potential flooding issues.  Please bring proof of resi-
dency; driver’s license, utility bill, etc. in order to obtain bags.  Please note, there is a limit of 
10 bags per household.  Residents may bring their own bags if more are needed.

The Town will be repeating this service on Thursday, Aug. 1 and Tuesday, Sept. 3 to help our 
residents prepare in advance of any storms that may impact Longboat this hurricane season.

State Road 789 (Gulf of Mexico Drive) Lighting Changes
Since the unfortunate death of a loggerhead turtle on Anna Maria Island, FDOT has been 

in communication with local wildlife advocates and several municipal partners.  From these 
discussions, several short- and long-term solutions have been discussed and agreed upon.

FDOT and Longboat Key have agreed to temporarily turn off the overhead lighting at the 
crosswalks.

Lighting shields are being procured and will then be installed to block the light from the 
shoreline.

Conversations are continuing and FDOT and its partners are determined to do whatever is 
possible to protect nesting loggerheads and their hatchlings.

Those who travel on State Road 789 (Gulf Drive) are asked to be vigilant when traveling 
through this area while we try to make Gulf Drive safer for our road users and local wildlife. 

 

Sarasota’s Selby Gardens turns on solar to generate energy
Six months after opening the first phase a major transformation of their downtown Sarasota 

campus, Selby Botanical Gardens leaders on Thursday flipped a switch to make it the world’s 
first net positive energy botanical garden complex.

Officials turned on two state-of-the-art arrays of 2,158 solar panels that allow the garden 
campus to generate more energy than it uses. The solar panels, covering 57,000 square feet, 
were placed atop the new parking garage, officially known as the Morganroth Family Living 
Energy Access Facility or LEAF, and on Elizabeth Moore Rooftop Garden and Solar Array on 
top of the Steinwachs Family Plant Research Center.

The top of the LEAF also includes the Drs. Andrew and Judith Economos Rooftop Edible 
Garden, where fresh produce will be grown to provide food for the Green Orchid restaurant 
on the ground floor.

The solar panels are expected to produce 1.27 million kilowatt hours per year, enough to 
power 175 average American homes and to exceed the Selby’s energy demands by 10%. It also 
is expected to save Selby about $100,000 in energy costs and offset 975 tons of carbon dioxide, 
or what officials said is the equivalent of taking 211 cars off the road. 
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3621 SAN REMO TER
$9,750,000 - Under Construction

5 Beds 7 Baths 5,328 Sq. Ft.
400’ Wide Bay Inlet

1212 CENTER PLACE
$6,995,000 - New Construction

5 Beds 6 Baths 4,750 Sq. Ft.
Rooftop Terrace and Private Beach

6489 GULFSIDE ROAD
$16,995,000 - Under Construction

4 Beds 5 Baths 6,614 Sq. Ft.
100’ of Beachfront

        Tracey Stetler                 Steven Moore                      Patrick DiPinto             Rene DiPinto        Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan

610 YARDARM LANE
$4,699,999 - Country Club Shores

4 Beds 5 Baths 4,138 Sq. Ft.
Canal Front with Bay Views

405 28th STREET
$3,600,000 - Anna Maria Island

5 Beds 4 Baths 3,735 Sq. Ft.
80’ of Waterfront

109 N WARBLER LANE
$11,750,000 - Under Construction

4 Beds 5 Baths 5,292 Sq. Ft.
Oversized Deep Water Bayfront Lot
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EditorLetters
Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print 

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Bridge compliance
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Sarah Karon
Richard Abuza, here.  I made a comment at the Longboat North meeting about the pro-

posed bridge you asked me to follow up on.  
First, I want to thank you so much for your dedication to Longboat and being willing to 

serve our Town.  I serve on two City Boards up in Massachusetts, and I know it sometimes is 
a difficult task.  I appreciate your support of Longboat North and your participation in our 
meetings. I am the Condo president of Northgate of Longboat Key.  Northgate has the homes 
most affected by the proposed bridge.

My apologies.  I rechecked the slope formulas and the proposed mid-level bridge is techni-
cally within ADA slope parameters.  

However, just because something is technically in compliance does not mean it is practically 
in compliance.   Just ask anyone who has pushed someone in a wheelchair up a 3% grade 
incline for a short distance–let alone nearly 1/5 of a mile.  That can be incredibly exhausting--
but what can be even scarier, is trying to hold back a wheelchair going down a slope gathering 
momentum for almost a quarter of a mile–with no level place to bring yourself to safety.

There are other pedestrian and bike safety issues with any high bridge design which we 
detailed in our comments to FDOT.  I can provide them if you want. On the ecological front, 
for the hundreds and hundreds of cars every day that cross this bridge, for every foot of eleva-
tion, an internal combustion engine has to strain to push thousands of pounds of steel up every 
foot of that incline.   Very little of that energy is recouped on the slope down.   

In traffic the ecological cost is even worse, since the physics of motion is that starting a body 

(car) from a stop requires far more energy than keeping it moving.  Every time every car stops, 
extra energy is used and pollution is created overcoming the inertia of a resting body.  With 
each stop in traffic, that energy cost and increase in pollution is magnified by having to push 
a car up a hill.   Even electric cars have to exert extra energy in this same situation, and that 
electricity comes at an ecological cost.  Every bit of raising the bridge height is a hidden tax on 
the citizens who use the bridge in addition to taxing the environment.

No new bridge of any size or height will do anything to solve our fundamental problem–
gridlocked traffic.  If the bridge has to be replaced (which I am not sure is a valid assumption) 
at least the low bridge does not create safety, and ecological and visual disaster.

Thank you for your consideration of this important issue.
Richard Abuza
Longboat Key

Bridge compliance
To: Richard Abuza
I appreciate your insights on both points. They add to the accumulating “common sense” 

data that will hopefully encourage FDOT to fully consider our community’s specific point of 
view. Accessibility, air quality, neighborhood feel, environmental sensitivity... all of these priori-
ties can and should be part of the agency’s design considerations, along with traffic flow and 
safety. It’s a beautiful pass, let’s keep it that way. 

Sarah Karon
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Two weeks later....how’s the bay?
To: Longboat Key Commission, Sarasota City Commission
On June 11th, our region was hit by a substantial rain event, as we discussed in the last 

Director’s Note.  We are now about two weeks after that event, and it’s worth asking “How 
is the bay doing?’  Because in the first days after that rain event, it was not looking good, as 
described in that last communication.  Stormwater runoff and algal blooms and fish kills are 
not good for the bay’s health, but there’s a difference between an episodic stressor and chronic 
ones.  The large loss of seagrass meadows and fish habitat that occurred in the lower bay 
between about 2014 and 2018 didn’t happen because of a couple of days or weeks of bad water 
quality, it was because water quality was bad for years.  Literally – years.

So how “normal” was that last big rain event? There are a couple of ways to investigate 
this.  One of them is shown in the first graph, which plots the intensity of rainfall in units 
of maximum hourly rates. The dataset for this analysis comes from the SRQ airport, with a 
data set of 52 years (1972 to 2024).  According to this data set, the 3.93 inches of rain in one 
hour recorded on June 11th is the highest value recorded in over 50 years.  Note as well that 
over the past 52 years of data, 9 of the top 10 intense rainfall events have occurred within the 
past 25 years. This means that intense rainfall events are more likely to have occurred over the 
past 25 years, vs. the prior 25 years.  This is consistent with rainfall expectations with climate 
change – warmer air can hold more moisture, and more moisture in the atmosphere can lead 
to more intense rain events.

The epicenter of the rain was right around St. Armands Circle and downtown Sarasota, as 
shown in the second graphic.  Note how the data is presented in units of “return period”.  The 
purple and bright purple areas indicate that rain of that intensity is not expected to occur more 
than once every 50 to 100 years. However, remember that our ability to predict the intensity of 

See Letters, page 6

  
5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr. 
(in the Centre Shops)

www.lazylobsteroflongboat.com 
(941) 383-0440

FEATURING:

• Live Maine Lobster  

• Fresh Fish • Gulf Shrimp  
• Salads • Seafood Favorites  

• Ribs, Burgers & More!  

• Early Dining & Happy Hour 
Mon -Sat  3:30 - 5:00 

   

follow the locals to…  
our newly renovated dining room

Open for In-House Dining & Take Out
Lunch: Mon - Sat 11:00AM - 2:30 PM  

Dinner: Mon - Sat 3:30 - 9:00 PM 
Online Ordering Available for Take-Out 

AND Curbside Pick-Up!
2023 

Harry’s Restaurant
Specials

 

Lunch Prix Fixe for Two  $45
Dinner 4 Course Prix Fixe $45
Harry’s Island Nights Specials!

$10 Cocktails 
$12 Tapas

$29 Entrees
 Steak & Frites: Tues. & Thurs. Nights $36.99

Wine Down Wednesdays: 20% off Bottles 

$10 Cocktails 

View our Menu
Reservations

Suggested

w w w . H a r r y s K i t c h e n . c o m  •  5 6 0 0  G u l f  o f  M e x i c o  D r i v e  •  9 4 1 - 3 8 3 - 0 7 7 7
Breakfast | Brunch | Lunch | Dinner | Catering | Gourmet Deli & Bakery | Corner Store

Harry’s Deli Specials
 

Buy Two Entrees, Get a Free Dessert!
Buy Two Soups, Get One Free!

20% OFF Wine Wednesday & Thursday

Fresh Bakery | Take & Bake Entrees
Sandwiches & Salads | Homemade Soups

Party Specialties 

to years!

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchoflbk.org

Growing in Jesus’ Name Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor
Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00

Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons 

or www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchoflbk.org

 Psalm 145:4 proclaims 
“One generation shall laud your 
works to another.” America has been 
“on the scene” for just a fraction of Christian 
history, yet we have played our part in “lauding God's works” from 
one generation to the next. In honor of Independence Day, we will 
enjoy praising God with several American contributions to Christian 
worship! Come and learn stories of beloved worship songs, written 
and/or composed by Americans. It will be a festive hour of song. 
Sunday, July 7, at 10:00 a.m. Visitors & Residents Welcome.

Christ Church of Longboat Key Invites You to a

Special Worship Service - Sunday, July  7 

A FESTIVAL OF AMERICAN 
              HYMNS
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JANET WALTER
941.232.2000
Janet@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

STEVE WALTER
941.809.0907
Steve@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

waltergrouprealestate.com

YOUR LUXURY PROPERTY SPECIALISTS

648 BAYVIEW DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Boater’s dream property on oversized (19,994 sf) rarely available cul-de-sac end lot with a brand new 320-foot seawall 
located in Sleepy Lagoon, on the north end of Longboat Key. This location offers fantastic panoramic views of Bishops Bayou 
and the ICW.   Watch the video of the first phase of demolition.  Removing the 1970s home to make way for the buyer’s 
dream home.  Call Walter Group Real Estate for help connecting with developer/architect/builders to make your dreams 
come true. 

$4,495,000

775 LONGBOAT CLUB RD., #308 | LONGBOAT KEY
Three bedroom, three bath Gulf front, coastal oasis that is rarely 
offered. Savor expansive beach views and breathtaking sunsets 
from the glass sliders, windows and spacious terrace. This second-
floor end unit unfolds across 2,122 sq ft of well-planned space. En-
joy a life of ease at Beaches on Longboat Key!

6609 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Coastal-inspired elevated pool home. This North Longboat Key 4 bedroom, 4 bath, 4,132 sf home with private beach access 
features views of the Gulf of Mexico and sunsets from wide covered decks and the third-level widow’s walk.  The main 
level is ideal for family gatherings and entertaining with ample seating in the kitchen, living room, dining area and wet 
bar. All bedrooms have ensuite baths.  The Gulf of Mexico facing glass sliders open to an expansive balcony with a gas grill 
overlooking the pool, spa and lush array of mature tropical trees and landscaping.

$4,500,000

Walter Group, Longboat locals and 
connected to the real estate market for over 

20 years.  Call us for more information on 
off-market and pre-market homes and 

condos that cannot be advertised.

370 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #432 | LONGBOAT KEY 
Delight in scenic views of Sarasota Bay in this custom-designed 
4-bedroom, 4.5-bathroom PENTHOUSE .  The spacious condominium 
features soaring ceilings, great room with gas fireplace, and private 
gated courtyard. All bedrooms are ensuite. Sliding glass doors in the 
primary suite and great room open to a terrace. An additional west-
facing terrace boasts stunning sunset views. 

$1,950,000

525 NORTON STREET | LONGBOAT KEY
Magnificent Key West-inspired waterfront home with expansive 
canal views. This exquisite 4-bedroom, 3 ½-bath residence boasts 
luxurious features, including roofed decks on all levels. The 
screened patio area features a heated pool and waterfall spa. 
Enjoy adventurous excursions from your boat dock offering easy 
and open access to the Gulf and the Bay.

$2,995,000

2110 HARBOURSIDE DR., #547 | LONGBOAT KEY
Delight in captivating bay vistas in this well-maintained 2,039 sq. 

ft. condominium in The Atrium, situated in Fairway Bay in the 
gated community of Bay Isles. This 3-bedroom, 2-bath residence 

features many updates, and floor-to-ceiling sliding glass doors 
to the southeast-facing terrace, showcasing gorgeous views of 

Sarasota Bay and the city skyline.

$2,195,000

$998,850

5930 EMERALD HARBOR DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Exquisitely remodeled 3BR/3.5BA  pool home situated on a .27 
acre waterfront lot. The property sits on one of the key’s widest 
canals and boasts a new 72-foot seawall and dock with boat lift.  
Enjoy community beach access only two blocks away.

$2,195,000

2185 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #212 | LONGBOAT KEY
Villa Di Lancia, one of Longboat Key’s premier communities. This 
corner residence boasts 3 bathrooms, and epitomizes  tropical 
Gulf-front living. The covered terrace, connected to the living room 
provides a spacious year-round haven to immerse yourself in the 
stunning surroundings. A spiral staircase offers easy access to resort 
amenities and the beach just outside. Includes 2 parking spaces.

$2,155,000

NOW PENDING SALE

NOW SOLDNOW PENDING

NEW PRICE NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE
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THIS IS THE LIFE!

Private Beach
World Class Dining
Championship Golf
Pickleball & Tennis
Spa & Wellness Center
Deep-Water Marina
Concierge Services

FIND OUT MORE

Editor Letters
Letters, from page 4

rainfall may be compromised now since 90% of the most intense rainfall events over the past 
52 years (first graph) have occurred within the past 25 years.

But now, two weeks later, how is the bay doing?  There’s no doubt we had an impact, but a 
survey of the bay this week suggests that we are recovering along the lines of how we thought 
we would.  Attached here are some photos taken this week along the stretch of the bay where 
we experience the most intense rainfall.  The photo from the 10th Street shoreline is just north 
of the boat ramp, where a massive amount of stormwater runoff came into the bay, as captured 
in the photos in the last Director’s Note.  No dead fish were found, and no piles of decompos-
ing macroalgae. Instead, there was about 3 feet of visibility in the water – enough to clearly 
see the rocks and gravel and shell bottom of this part of the bay.  It’s not a pristine part of the 
bay – at all – but it’s not looking worse than a typical summer day.

The second photo is from Bird Key Park.  The water has a greenish tinge, indicating a phy-
toplankton bloom.  But the bay bottom is visible in about 3 to 4 feet of water in this part of 
the bay.  No dead fish, and not much macroalgae either. The seagrass meadows and sandy bay 
bottom are clearly seen.  The final photo is from the boardwalk at City Island’s Bay Walk.  It 
was a very calm day (which is why you can see the reflection boardwalk’s railing in the photo.  
Visibility was over four feet, and the seagrass meadows and sandy bottom are clearly seen.  
Again, no dead fish, and no piles of macroalgae.

I’ve got similar photos from Palma Sola Bay, the Bradenton Beach Pier, and the Longboat 
Key boat ramp.  Visibility was lowest in Palma Sola Bay, but no dead fish, and no large-scale 
piles of macroalgae by the dock on the north side of the causeway.  Similar findings, but with 
better water clarity, at the Bradenton Beach Pier and the Longboat Key boat ramp.

Rain events as intense as we had two weeks ago used to be rare, and are still unusual, it would 
seem.  But it also appears that intense rain events were not as rare during the last two decades 
as they were in prior decades.  When they happen, our stormwater collection, treatment, and 
distribution systems will be overwhelmed – no question.  But as long as we keep the bay as 
healthy as possible the rest of the time, it seems that our bay should be able to recover from 
such episodic events.

This past rain event was not without impact – but it did not seem to cause the widespread 
and severe impacts that occur with much longer-lasting stresses, such as we experienced during 
the years of 2013 to 2019.  Bay-wide, our water quality is better now than it has been at any 
time over the past 10 to 15 years.  Don’t confuse that sentence with us saying nothing more 
needs to be done, or that we are anything close to pristine.  We’re not pristine and being better 
than the last 10 to 15 years is not the highest of bars to clear.  But our goal of achieving the 
water quality conditions we had during the years 2006 to 2012 is not only reasonable, but it 
also appears that it was an attainable goal as well.  Which is good, because episodic events such 
as we experienced two weeks ago are not likely to be as rare over the next few decades as they 

were the past few decades.
David Tomasko
Executive Director
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

Two weeks later....how’s the bay?
To: Sarasota Bay Estuary Program Director Dave Tomasko
Dave, since my last report that concerning red rusty orange color has disappeared. The storm 

runoff did create the plankton Bloom as you mentioned, and an increase in seagrass accumula-
tion. The only clarity issues we have are all the manatees under the boat, stirring the water up, 
I see is a great sign. My Ambient weather system recorded on that date a rainfall rate of 6.2 
in./h. and a total rain accumulation for the day of 10.19 inches. The last time we had a rain like 
that was July or August of 2003 when our seawall collapsed due to the static pressure it created.  
Thanks for all the good work you and your folks do for our community. It’s greatly appreciated.  

Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Bridge
To: Jim Whitman
Jim, thank you for this info. Hopefully this presentation/conversation happens in the near 

future, seems like a logical next step. 
Sarah Karon
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Bridge
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Sarah Karon
I’m writing to let you know that I spoke to the FDOT representative after his presentation 

to the LBK commission.  He informed me that they have not yet presented to the Bradenton 
Beach commission, and he does not know what their position is on these issues.

Jim Whitman
Longboat Key

Bridge
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Sarah Karon
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Visit our Showroom
4201 N. Washington Blvd. Sarasota
Mon-Fri 9 am to 5 pm & Sat 10 am to 2 pm

www.blindsanddesignsoffl  orida.com

941-360-9200

SHUTTERS • ROLLER & SOLAR SHADES 
BLINDS • CUSTOM DRAPERIES & CORNICES

SAVE!
35% off 

Banded Shades
Take Advantage 

of 12 Month 
Interest Free 
Financing.

SAVE!
35% off

Banded Shades

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER
Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS  |  TOURNAMENT PLAY  |  LESSONS
FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS

OPEN MON-FRI  7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN  7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

 590 BAY ISLES ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

See Letters, page 8

Editor Letters
Letters, from page 6

Thanks for your update at yesterday’s LBK North meeting.   Glad to hear that there seems 
to be general opposition to a high (whether 65 or 78’) fixed bridge.  Do you happen to know 
which bridge option the Town of Bradenton Beach would prefer?  If we’re all on the same page, 
it would be great to present a united municipal front to FDOT.  

Jim Whitman
Longboat Key

Bridge
To: James Haft
Jim just for clarification on the Longboat Pass Bridge, it is what mariners call ‘on request, or, 

on demand’ opening. Meaning that when a vessel is approaching, due to the heavy tide action 
and narrowness of the opening, the bridge tenders are required to open it on demand. All the 
other bridge openings in our immediate area are by a specific time and schedule.   

Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Bridge
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Sarah Karon
Pages 10 and 11 of the FDOT presentation has data on the expected reduction of bridge 

openings for the two Bascule bridge options.
However, as those of us on the north end know, it’s a mistake to think that bridge openings 

exacerbate traffic when cars are backed up all the way to the  Bridge Street  circle in Bradenton 
Beach. After the bridge closes, you move maybe 200 yards before traffic comes to a halt again.

Bridge openings only slow traffic on days when there is otherwise no traffic on Gulf of 
Mexico Drive, and then only for the 5-10 minutes opening cycle.  That cycle could hopefully 
be improved with a modern bridge and better training for bridge tenders who sometimes will 
start opening the bridge when they see a vessel on the horizon, rather than just in front of the 
bridge!

James G. Haft
Longboat Key

Longboat Pass Bridge - Updated to include comments
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Sarah Karon
Thank you Commissioner for your request for consideration in the FDOT letter.  It will be 

a part of the discussion at the Board meeting Friday as there are several schools of thought on 
it.  From a traffic flow perspective, the higher bascule bridge would open less and offer more 
opportunities for traffic to flow.  Agree it’s not as desirable as the lower bascule option but as 
with everything there are tradeoffs – in this case more frequent bridge openings.  Traffic is a 
top consideration island-wide and that’s why will discuss this point in the letter on Friday.

The good news is that both bascule options are better than the fixed span 
Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Longboat Pass Bridge - Updated to include comments
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
For the record, I hope we will keep in mind our North End residents’ strong preference for 

the lower-height bascule bridge if it proves to be a sensible choice. 
I notice that Ken’s letter to FDOT states the higher bascule bridge will significantly reduce 

the need for openings compared to the lower alternative. Have we seen any data on this? If so, 
sorry to have missed it but please re-send if possible.

Sarah Karon

Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key
  

Hi Mike
I read the excellent exchange between you and Eric Brenner regarding GMD, safety and 

funding.
Regarding funding, would it add any value to know what percent of GMD traffic is con-

tained within LBK versus used as a pass through?  Am always surprised by the number of cars 
that follow me from Sarasota to the north end of the Key and continue right over the pass to 
AMI.  Maybe we shouldn’t be surprised, because the thousands of AMI tourists that want to 
go to St Armands, Sarasota, Siesta Key and/or back - will find the quickest and recommended 
route by Maps is through LBK. Same for any service vehicle serving the Bradenton -Sarasota 
area. 

There is a reason GMD is a state road - and priority safety improvements (the Broadway /
GMD intersection being at the top of my list) should be fully funded and prioritized by FDOT 
/ USDOT.  It makes little sense that we would spend hundreds of thousands of LBK dollars to 
get these designs to 90% /  shovel ready (twice, in the case of the roundabout) - and not have 
the DOT follow-through with the investment required. 

Thank you for all of the work you are doing, as our LBK Vice Mayor, with the MPO.  
Am hopeful some of the ideas the Commission and Town Staff are working on, and that Mr 
Brenner put forward, will come to fruition.

Please let us know if there is anything we can do from the community’s standpoint to sup-
port this work.   

Maureen Merrigan 
Longboat Key

More frequent collections 
To: Longboat Key Commission
The picture on the left is from our beach access on LBK at 6399 GMD. 
The picture on the right is from the very popular Coquina Beach, just North of here, taken 
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your most convenient departure and arrival airport so you can 
spend more time at your destination and less time getting there!

Luxury Destinations • Corporate Gatherings • Retreats • Sporting Events • Concerts
Ski Trips • Reunions • Weddings • Last Minute Getaways

See Letters, page 12

Editor Letters
Letters, from page 7

on a Sunday. 
The one on the left has cans filled to overflowing, with NO separation of recyclables. 
The one on the right is for recyclables only; there are other cans provided for regular trash.
Can it be that we are satisfied with the one on the left? 
How is it that Manatee County can do so much better than we, an aspirational high-end 

community?
Isn’t it in our Goals and Objectives to meet a higher standard?
I believe we need to do better, investigate how to improve this, whether it be more frequent 

collections, dedicated recycle cans, etc.
Jim Whitman
Longboat Key

Sea turtle
To: Longboat Key Planning and Zoning Director Allen Parsons
When we met this morning on LBKTW Zone C, I had no idea what was happening on 

Zone B, 6529 Gulfside Road (GSR).
Complicated situation.  I know you are aware of the rocks and “old house foundation” at 

6529 GSR.
As Charlie, Issac, and the Town of Longboat Key (Town) are well aware, there is critical 

erosion in this area.
This am, we had a female loggerhead nest in this specific area of concern.  It appears that 

she tried to nest, encountering multiple rocks and block foundations.  She did indeed nest, but 
based on her multiple tracks in and around the rocks and housing foundation, she used a lot of 
time and energy (hours?) to get in and out of this area of concern.  See photos below, including 
the data sheet submitted to Sea Turtle Conservation and Research Program (STCRP).

So, could the Town think about stopping the sea turtles from nesting in this specific area via 
a fence of some kind?  I have no idea, but re-nourishment is definitely needed, and we need to 
figure out how to protect the sea turtle nesting females from encountering this situation in the 
mean time.  Thank you for your consideration.

Terri Driver
Longboat Key Turtle Watch

Sea turtle
To: Terri Driver
Thanks very much for sending the info. That was one unbelievably determined and agile 

mama turtle! Town staff is following up on the questions and concerns raised in your email.

I did want to pass along, as an FYI, the map excerpt immediately below that shows the 
location of the Erosion Control Line (ECL) established in this area. The ECL distinguishes 
between public and private property. As a reminder, volunteers (and Town staff generally) need 
authorization from property owners to go onto their private property. Just wanting to make 
sure volunteers avoid any kind of possible trespassing issues. Thanks for all you do.

Allen Parsons
Planning and Zoning Director
Town of Longboat Key

State of FL Annual Financial Report FY23
To: Longboat Key Town Finance Director Susan Smith
Your certification is authorized. 
Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

State of FL Annual Financial Report FY23
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Each year we have to electronically file the Town’s financial statements in an electronic 

format.
It requires your certification and have attached a copy of the format required.
If you could kindly respond to this email to authorize my certification on your behalf.
Let me know if you have any questions.
Susan Smith
Finance Director
Town of Longboat Key

Canal question
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
I just had a question from a homeowner. His particular canal needs no dredging #45. Will 

the crew come down and dredge closer to his seawall if he pays the extra, even though the rig 
will not be in that particular canal at all?  I’m sure they’ll be many more of these types of ques-
tions. Do we want to set up a procedure for them to be collected and submitted at a later date? 

Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key
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           Address                                            Sq. Ft.           List Price   Bed/Bath/Half Bath    Days On Market      Sale Price                                                  

551 BROADWAY
601 LONGBOAT CLUB RD Unit#301S
415 L AMBIANCE DR Unit#D206
775 LONGBOAT CLUB RD Unit#308
585 SANCTUARY DR Unit#B202
1211 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#506
2123 HARBOURSIDE DR Unit#903
2063 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#T1-102
518 BAYPORT WAY Unit#518
4960 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#A 205
225 SANDS POINT RD Unit#6105
4380 EXETER DR Unit#204
90 TWIN SHORES BLVD

3,738
2,420
2,820
2,122
1,823
1,598
2,224
1,846
1,601
1,325
642
992
568

$4,200,000 
$2,998,000 
$2,695,000 
$2,195,000 
$1,895,000 
$1,699,999 
$975,000 
$899,000 
$799,000 
$695,000 
$629,000 
$473,000 
$154,500 

487
5
75
26
17
96
7
48
65
164
180
78
22

Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

1
0
1
0
1
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0

4
3
3
3
2
2
3
2
2
2
1
2
1

4
3
3
3
3
2
3
3
2
2
1
2
1

$3,800,000 
$2,800,000 
$2,575,000 
$2,000,000 
$1,800,000 
$1,475,000 
$925,000 
$825,000 
$750,000 
$655,000 
$595,000 
$382,500 
$105,000 

KeyRealEstate

JEFF 
RHINELANDER

941-685-3590
Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

443F John Ringling Blvd.  •   Sarasota, FL 34236

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES
585 GUNWALE LANE  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL 

$6,490,000
Indulge in the ultimate waterfront lifestyle with this extraordinary 
end-lot property. Beyond just a residence, it promises an unparalleled 
experience. Imagine waking up to awe-inspiring panoramic vistas 
of the Bay, city skyline, and the iconic Ringling Bridge, all greeting 
you from every window! With an impressive 243 feet of waterfront, 
including 118 feet directly on the open Bay and an additional 125 feet 
along the canal, this home offers unparalleled access to waterfront 
living. Strategically positioned on the canal side, the boat mooring, 
lift, and dock ensure the safety of your watercraft while preserving 
the unobstructed bay views that define this  

BIRD KEY 
328 BOB WHITE WAY  |  SARASOTA, FL 

$2,195,000
Welcome to this impeccably renovated home, fully prepared for 
you to move right in. With fresh paint, designer wall treatments, 
and breathtaking new lighting, every detail has been carefully 
curated to perfection. Inside, the open floor plan allows natural 
light to pour into the spacious rooms, creating an inviting 
ambiance throughout. The heart of the home lies in the dreamy 
white kitchen, boasting quartz countertops, new appliances, and 
an exquisitely designed island that seamlessly connects to the 
tile-accented family room. Step outside to discover your own 
private oasis—the resort-worthy pool area awaits, promising 
endless relaxation and blissful moments.

COURTNEY 
TARANTINO
941-893-7203

courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

SARASOTA HARBOR
765 JOHN RINGLING BLVD. #5  |  SARASOTA, FL 

$599,000
Experience breathtaking waterfront vistas from this exquisitely 
remodeled, light-filled condominium.  Situated on the ground 
floor, this 2-bedroom, 1-bathroom residence offers a welcoming 
atmosphere from the moment you arrive. Upon entry, you’ll be 
greeted by a well-appointed kitchen and living space bathed 
in natural light, seamlessly connected to a dining area and a 
spacious living room boasting stunning Bay views. Meticulously 
renovated, this unit features brand-new tile flooring throughout, 
updated kitchen cabinetry and appliances, and a contemporary 
bathroom vanity. Located in the vibrant 55+ maintenance-free 
Sarasota Harbor community, residents can enjoy sweeping 
panoramas of Sarasota Bay.

551 BROADWAY



Page 10     Friday, June 28, 2024 The News

OnPatrol
The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

June 21
Injured bird

2:26 p.m.
Sgt. Montfort while on patrol, observed several citizens 

on the sidewalk who were standing near an Osprey. Sgt. 
Montfort made contact with the man who said that an 
Osprey was potentially severely hurt and had already con-
tacted Save Our Seabirds. Members of Save Our Seabirds 
arrived within minutes, captured the bird and removed it 
for emergency care. Sgt. Montfort then returned to service. 
Case clear.

June 22
Trespass

1:21 p.m.
Officer Ferrigine responded to the 3500 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a complaint of a 

trespass complaint. Upon his arrival, Officer Ferrigine spoke to the man who advised a family 
as they entered their private beach entryway sitting on a table eating lunch. The man stated 
he confronted the individuals and told them to leave and they ignored him. Officer Ferrigine 
located the man and woman at the picnic table that belongs to the condominium with their 
children. Officer Ferrigine advised the man and woman that the area was private and that the 
HOA board wanted them trespassed. Officer Ferrigine advised both parties they will not be 
allowed on the property and they both signed their trespass warnings without issue and left 
the area. Case clear.

June 23
Injured bird

12:15 p.m.
Officer Barrett while on marine patrol, was dispatched to Jewfish Key in reference to a 

person yelling for the police. Upon arrival, Officer Barrett met with the man who had rescued 
an injured Blue Heron bird. Officer Barrett placed the bird inside of the police car and trans-
ported it to the boat dock on Broadway. A volunteer from Save Our Seabirds responded to the 
Broadway dock and took possession of the injured bird. Case clear.

June 24
Property damage

11:28 a.m.
Officer Tillman while on patrol was approached by a man who believed his vehicle was dam-

aged at the beach access. Officer Tillman observed a crack in the front right grill area of the 
man’s vehicle. The damage could not be determined to have happened at this location, but a 
report was generated for future reference. Case clear.

Noise
10:53 p.m.
Officer Nazareno was dispatched to the 3400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a noise dis-

turbance call regarding fireworks being set off by juveniles at the beach. Upon arrival, Officer 
Nazareno canvassed the beach area from the 3400 block to the 3500 block of Gulf of Mexico 
Drive and was unable to locate any juveniles at the beach area. Officer Nazareno then met 
with the caller who said that the juveniles were playing football and setting off fireworks at the 
beach area but had left after she told them that she was calling 911. Officer Nazareno made 
contact with the juvenile’s father who said that his son and daughter were playing catch with 
the football at the beach with another juvenile and were yelled at by the caller and her mother 
for playing near the turtle nests. Officer Nazareno checked the turtle nests on the beach area 
which appeared to be undisturbed. Officer Nazareno also made contact with the man who 
stated that there were no fireworks and the children were playing football near the water away 
from the turtle nests when the woman started yelling at them. Case clear.

June 25
Late night Public Works

4:53 a.m.
Officer Miklos while on patrol, conducted a check of 

the beach access in reference to recent reports of a golf cart 
driving on the beach. Upon arrival, Officer Miklos observed 
fresh tire tracks leading onto the beach. The tire tracks were 
not there on his prior check at approximately 1:09 a.m. 
Officer Miklos contacted Sgt. Puccio and advised him of 
the new tire tracks. Sgt. Puccio and Officer Miklos advised 
him of the new tire tracks. Sgt. Puccio advised that at 4 a.m. 
he observed a Longboat Key Public Works employee driving 

an all purpose vehicle in the direction of the beach access and the tracks may be related to the 
employee. Pictures of the tire tracks were taken with the Longboat Key Police Department 
zone phone and were uploaded to the case file. Case clear.

Traffic
3:15 p.m.
Officer Maple received a target alert service hit for a license plate image captured from the 

Gulf of Mexico Drive license plate reader camera. The vehicle was traveling northbound and 
the alert was for an expired driver’s license. Officer Maple searched the FCIC/NCIC database 
and confirmed that the registered owner’s driver’s license was expired since Oct. 10, 2023. The 
vehicle was located and a traffic stop was conducted at Binnacle Point Drive. Officer Maple 
made contact with the driver and told him the reason for the traffic stop. The driver said “I 
know my license is expired.” While pointing to the date on his Florida license, Officer Maple 
confirmed to him it was expired then asked for his registration and proof of insurance. The 
driver provided the vehicle’s proof of insurance. The driver stated he was working on a house at 
the end of the street and would call someone to drive his car back home. The officer explained 
he was not able to drive the vehicle and it must remain parked until a properly licensed driver 
could retrieve vehicle. The driver was the registered owner and acknowledged he was driving 
on an expired license. The driver was cited for driving with an expired driver’s license more 
than six months. Case clear.

Civil disturbance
12:29 p.m.
Officer Maple, Sgt. Smith and Officer Martinson were dispatched to Marbury Lane for a 

civil disturbance call. Upon his arrival, Officer Maple was met by the complainant who stated 
the landscaping company who was parked in her next door neighbor’s driveway, has been 
blocking their driveway and has caused recent damage to their property including fixed land-
scaping, underwater piping and miscellaneous other property issues. Damage was reportedly 
caused by the use of their large truck that also constantly blocks the driveway of several houses 
on the extremely narrow street. Three landscapers were present but had minimal English lan-
guage skills and did not provide any amplifying information to the case. Shortly after arrival, 
the person who is a supervisor arrived on scene. Officer Maple spoke with the complainant 
together and was able to work out an agreed upon solution to keep minimal blockage of road 
while allowing for landscaping services to be provided to paying customers. Case clear.

June 26
Altercation

11:09 p.m.
Officer Pescuma was dispatched to the area of La Lenaire Drive in reference to a verbal 

disturbance between a man and woman on board a 42-foot cabin cruise. Officer Mathis and 
Officer Pescuma launched the zodiac from Broadway Street to canvass the area. Upon locat-
ing the boat anchored just south of Jewfish Key, he observed a woman who was on the aft 
deck of the cabin cruise. Officer Pescuma also observed a man on a 20 foot console that was 
tied off to the stern of the cabin cruiser. Officer Pescuma pulled alongside the 20 foot center 
console and spoke to the captain. Officer Mathis asked if there were any weapons on board. 
The captain stated there were two firearms onboard the 20 foot center console. Officer Mathis 
secured the firearms for the duration of the interaction and ensured the scene was safe. The 
captain then stated that he got into a verbal argument with the woman and tried to separate 
himself, therefore embarked the smaller vessel. Officer Pescuma asked if the argument ever got 
physical and he said no. Officer Pescuma spoke to the woman and she said that it was only 
a verbal argument and there was no physical altercation. Upon further discussion with both 
parties, it was agreed upon that they would separate for the evening and the officer transported 
the woman to Coquina Boat ramp where they had a vehicle. The captain also advised that he 
would get her an Uber. Case clear.

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com 

941.387.2200
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Rosé wines have rapidly gained popularity during the last 
decade among French wine buyers, both in volume sold and 
relative to the volume of red wine sold. All this despite the fact 
that many French males over 
40 years of age consider Rosé 
too delicate for occasions 
other than beach, swimming 
pool, and garden parties. 
Today, one of every three 
bottles of wine sold in France 
contains Rosé, and younger 
men are buying their share,

French Rosé sold in the 
USA has also increased both 
in volume sold and relative 
to sales of red wine, although 
volume sold by the top 
eight brands has decreased 
between 2022 and 2023. A 
crude summary of 2022 and of 2023 unit sales shows a 
decrease of just less than 3%:         

This summary of 2022 vs. 2023 sales obscures two interest-
ing stories that data could tell about the present and likely 
future of Rosé wines in the US market: 1). the fickle nature 
of cute brand names and celebrity connections, and, 2). the 
impact of commodity price competition in agriculture mar-
kets. 

Attractive brand names and celebrity connections tend 
to fade over time. The Whispering Angel brand name and 
celebrity connections of Miraval (Angela Jolé and Brad Pitt) 
have helped these brands, along with the Whispering Angel’s 
offspring The Beach, enjoy continuing success. The recent 
addition of another celebrity Rosé, Hampton Water (Jon Bon 
Jovi and Jesse Bongiovi allied with famous winemaker Gérard 
Bertrand) have taken a small share away from other expensive 
(for  Rosé) brands. A buyer who is looking for a gift or a 
conspicuous consumable to share at a party has another brand 
on shelf of a wine shop or supermarket to consider. Relatively 
few wine buyers shop for Rosé wines at the $20 price point or 
higher. A new entry in this market segment has to grab market 
share from the market leaders.

The volume of French Rosé wine sold in the USA depends 
to a large extent on the price. The more expensive Rosé are 
losing ground, except for the more current celebrity Hampton 
Water brand, to the less expensive brands. In the USA, dol-
lar sales of the first and third best-selling French Rosé have 
declined by $25 million in 2023. Sales in dollars of the second 
best-selling wine in the list, a decent $8 Rosé blend (Grenache, 
Cinsault, and Syrah) from the southern Rhone Valley of 
France have increased by more than $3 million. 

The future of Rosé wines appears assured. Younger wine 
buyers are looking for easily quaffable, light, and fruit flavored 
wines at the same price point as sour fruit beers, flavored hard 
seltzers, and sweet cocktails in a can. Producers of Rosé source 
grapes from vast regions of France, Spain, South Africa, South 
America, the USA, and Australia. Ideally fresh and natural, 
Rosé wines require little or no aging and few delays between 
grape crushes, fermentation, and bottling.

Aside from the La Vielle Ferme, which sells for a price as 
low as $6, the 2023 Emma Reichart Rosé of Pinot Noir from 
the Nahe region of Germany ($8) has a more acidic though 
pleasant taster that complements stronger cheeses and lighter 
pork dishes.

Rosé belongs to the Summer. Stock up this bargain pool 
party and beach staple.  

S. W. Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data 
science and epidemiology to help develop research databases for 
the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department 
of Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited 
premier vineyards and taste wines from major appellations in 
California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from 
Tuscany and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in 
Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale in Australia, and the 
Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between 
residences in Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle 
in Florida.

WineTimes

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

A Rosé future in the world of wine
The future of Rosé wines appears assured. Younger wine buyers are looking for easily 
quaffable, light, and fruit flavored wines at the same price point as sour fruit beers, flavored 
hard seltzers, and sweet cocktails in a can.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restau-
rant shortly after graduating from college with a degree in 
Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experi-

ence in the food and wine industry. Family and friends rate him 
as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He lives in 
Severna Park, Maryland.
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See Letters, page 13

CCS Turn Lane
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Tip I know I’m a little late to the game here, but would it be possible to get an update on 

the Country Club Shores turn lane project for the June 28th meeting?  
Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Draft Letter to FDOT
To: Longboat Key Commission
At the last Board meeting after the FDOT discussion, there was consensus that a letter 

should come from the Mayor (on behalf of the Commission) summarizing the key points 
of the discussion.  Included in this correspondence would be recommendations from the 
Commission that reflected the community’s input. 

Accordingly, attached is a draft letter to FDOT that would be from the Mayor to the District 
Secretary.  It’s a high-level discussion as FDOT is still early in the planning process and many 
details have yet to be fleshed out, however it does hit the major decision points.  I plan to bring 
this up under my report on June 28th to ensure that it accurately reflects the Board’s position 
on this important project.  

If you’d like to discuss any changes or additions to the letter, please don’t hesitate to reach 
out to me.

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Bridge
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Sarah Karon
I wanted to thank you for your thoughtful questions during the Commission meeting on the 

bridge. My family and our community has been very thankful for the response and care you’ve 
demonstrated since learning about the issue. 

If we’re going to spend $100 million and forever change the quality of life in our community, 
I’d like to think FDOT can do better prep work and should not be relying on you to search for 
simple answers. I’m still optimistic that with your and others help we can provide guidance to 
make this project one that we can be proud of. Thanks again for your work!

Ben Ghosh
Longboat Key

Bridge
To: Ben Ghosh
Thanks, Ben, and right back at you. I hugely appreciate your (and your family’s) sensible, 

logical analysis of the bridge issue. Monday’s session with our FDOT representatives felt like 
truly constructive dialogue; hopefully we can all keep taking steps in the right direction, 
together. I can assure you that the Town is committed to a best-case (bascule) solution. May 
common sense prevail.

Sarah Karon

Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Canal
To: Longboat Key Commission
I’m wondering if anyone can help me to read the “permitted channel dimensions “
Especially docking. Don’t understand 1/2 at the dock. If the tide is at .7 or below MLW 

my lift is on the bottom. I am unable to launch or retrieve my boat. I don’t know if this has 
anything to do with dredging. Thanks for any info.

Mike Stone
Longboat Key
 

Please keep The “Town Green” Green
To: Longboat Key Commission
First, this is not an argument against having a Sarasota County
Library on Longboat Key.  This is a simple argument expressed by many during the County 

Library Town public “Input Sessions” early this year and most important, in the LBK Citizen’s 
Survey responses in answer to the Town’s Citizen’s Survey question “What do you want to see 
in Town Center / Green Improvements?”

Out of a few thousand responses, (published April ‘24), to this open ended question, by far, 
72%,  said they want more of the type of shows and Community gathering events already pro-
vided on the Town Green like the “Market on LBK, Arts and Craft, Music Festivals and “other 
Community  Events like these.” A Library was far down open ended response priority list.

The recent newspaper article showing the County Library Architectural Renderings strik-
ingly illustrate the large mass, height and scale of the 11,230 sq ft structure which will loom 
over and crowd up against the Town Green ellipse Pavilion Stage audience area. It appears “shoe 
horned” into the space which it was. It is unquestionably way out of scale with the adjacent 
Green and eliminates our Citizen’s researched priority for keeping the Town Green green, 
allowing flexibility to provide Citizen requested types of event options sited in the Town sur-
vey.  This is not just our opinion, it’s the Town Survey’s opinion as well as evidenced by strong 
attendance participation of previous popular events held on the Green over the past couple of 
years that required using the proposed Library site area.

Now, regarding the magnanimous Sarasota County offer to build and operate a Library on 
Longboat Key and the “Town’s decision” to move ahead on the project leasing 12 acres to the 
County giving up control of this important Town Green land for 50 years.

How and when was that decision made and by whom?  No one, including several respected 
past Town Commissioners and the LBK Observer Editor seem to know.

There is an Orwellian Halo over this project in that “The Town and County Commissions 
seem to know what’s best for LBK’s Town Green and you are moving ahead ignoring your own 
Town Citizen Survey Guidance”.  

Who is it that really wants this $11.1 million taxpayer funded Library plus another $2 mil-
lion Community meeting room and $1.5 million “Terrace” private money funded or even on 
this particular site?  You do.

The other confounding and logical question many people have is Why do you continue to 
ignore, not even study and seriously consider siting the County Library on the larger Town 
parcel of land next door to Town Hall in order to keep the Town Green and available for 
Community events?  It is knee jerk logic and common sense to site it next to Town Hall as 
many have suggested.  Even highly respected Past Mayor and Architect Jim Brown testified to 
you in support of the optional site and was publicly ignored.  Outside of your bubble of power 
most people do not understand the decision-making process of this project.  Town Citizens 
deserve answers to these questions.

Please, slow down, it is not too late to reconsider and seriously study options to achieve ALL 
your Town Center objectives and most important, your Citizen’s objectives. You have a logical 
County Library site option next to Town Hall.  As our County Commissioner told us recently 
the County does not care where the Library site is located, “That is the Town’s decision”.  

Letters, from page 8

Editor Letters

pd by CSTF
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Editor Letters
Letters, from page 12

There is also is another viable option worth consideration.  The LBK Foundation, could 
possibly raise $3.5 M of private money to buy and gift the Tidewell Building adjacent to the 
Town Green to the Town creating a real Community Center to include the popular Paradise 
Center, leased space for the Education Center‘s  expansion needs and provide even more 
Community Meeting space.

Private money will not then be needed for the Library enhancements. These options unques-
tionably achieve a much bigger bang for the buck that meet ALL Town Center needs and keeps 
the Town Green for Citizen, asked for, Community events.

Overall and most important, it will clearly demonstrate that the Commission listens to 
and meets the needs and wishes of the people of Longboat Key, the core Mission of the 
Commission. Thank you for your serious consideration and service to our Community.

Bob and Shannon Gault
Longboat Key
 

Comcast work in Sabal Cove area
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Regarding your question about Comcast work within Sabal Cove, it is not related to the 

undergrounding project.  Please see response to our inquiry from our Comcast representative 
below:

The area you called about this morning is part of the equipment upgrade project currently 
underway on Longboat Key, this is separate from the underground project. These upgrades are 
scheduled to continue thru June, July, and August.

Isaac Brownman
Director Public Works
Town of Longboat Key

Comcast work in Sabal Cove area
To: Longboat Key Public Works Director Isaac Brownman
Thanks, Isaac.  I hope their project is consistent with the mechanics and the timing of our 

undergrounding work.  
Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Bike path
To: Longboat Key Vice Mayor Mike Haycock
Being a long-time visitor to LBK (50+ years) with family who are permanent residents, 

and someone who has biked, walked, and driven frequently on LBK throughout the decades, 
there was one missing piece in the recent Observer story where you were quoted that I want to 
mention.  This may have come up during the council discussion, and not made it in the story, 
but the best way to avoid e-bike conflicts with pedestrians will be to entice/encourage more of 
them to safely use the shoulders that already exist on the Gulf of Mexico Dr., where faster and 
more confident bikers already prefer to ride.

The speed limit on GMD is higher than it should be, but I am well aware of past contro-
versies lowering the limit even in small increments, even after some well publicized crashes 

and fatalities.   
My sense is that police enforcement of cars speeding on GMD is better than in the past, 

but with the high allowable speeds, this may not be enough to entice new e-bikers off of the 
sidepath.  

Instead of just talking about enforcement of e-bike speeders on side paths (something I have 
not experienced, I find the sidepath users on LBK, however they are moving around, to be 
unfailingly considerate), please broaden the discussion to include ways that bikers on the road 
can be made to feel more comfortable.

Florida DOT and the many state and local bike organizations are well versed on a variety of 
treatments that could be added to Gulf of Mexico Dr. that enhance safety for everyone.  Rather 
than start listing options here, maybe pull in the Town Manager to the discussion and have 
him broaden this conversation, which is caused by the positive result that more people than 
ever are now choosing to both bike and walk on LBK.  

This is a good thing (even if it has been partly due to increased driving congestion).  
Everyone cooperating to determine what works best on LBK can benefit from recent changes 
made elsewhere.  Florida has the unfortunate distinction of having the highest number of bike 
and pedestrian fatalities in the nation, with the only positive result being that other communi-
ties have a lot of fresh experience trying to improve these outcomes.  

Many of these design accommodations are very low cost and surprisingly easy to implement.  
Many of these improvements are also very recent, so maybe not something that your local staff 
are fully aware of.  Having them reach out on a peer-to-peer basis will be more beneficial than 
just having a (sometimes) constituent just typing out examples.

Given that I mentioned the Town Manager, I will cc’ him on this note. Thank you for your 
concern and interest.

Eric Brenner
Longboat Key

Bike path
To: Eric Brenner
That you for your thoughtful note.  Like you, my wife and I have been biking on Longboat 

Key for 30 years. We used to use the bike path on the road when we had skinny tire road bikes. 
As we got older we graduated to e-bikes and feel much safer on our multi-use path. We use 
it to grocery shop, go to post office, CVS and exercise. We have bells and are able to coexist 
with pedestrians safely.

Last year the Commission completed a visioning study for the future design of the 10 miles 
of Gulf of Mexico Drive. It includes a 12-foot multi-use path and a 7 foot bike lane on the 
road with a 2 foot buffer from the car lane. Since this is a state highway the funding needs to 
come from the FDOT and is in the current 30-year plan.

What many of us have observed in the last year is e-bikes using the multis path and going 
well over the 10 mph speed limit. We are afraid this will eventually result in someone getting 
seriously hurt. While we wait for the long term plan we are hoping better signage, education 
and an occasional police warning with change the behavior of the few e-bike users that are 
going way too fast.

Mike Haycock
Vice Mayor
Town of Longboat Key
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Steff's Stuff
5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE

IN THE CENTRE SHOPS   •  941.383.1901
OPEN WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 10:00 - 4:00 

SteffsStuffLBK.com

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES
ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY 

Business Directory

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM
FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED
Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

ADVERTISE WITH MONEY MAILER OF SARASOTA, CALL 941-536-5109
281-14-0174/007

SLEEP KING
DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

941-922-5271 • Toll Free 800-265-9124
1901 Hansen St. • Sarasota, FL
(1 Block South of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom)

www.SleepKing.net

Same
Day

Delivery

Come in 
for a FREE 

2-Hour 
Nap!Since

1972

NEVER KNOWINGLY UNDERSOLD!

Authorized
Dealer

CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE*

$200OFF $300OFF FREE
2 PILLOWS & A 

CAN OF SARDINES
Expires 4-30-11 Expires 4-30-11

With purchase of mattress or set.
Expires 4-30-11

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 • SAT 8:30–6:00 • SUN 11:00–5:00
• 30 Day Comfort Exchange  • Removal and Set Up
• Quality, Value and Service
• Discount Prices on Adjustable Beds
• Locally Owned and Operated - LBK residents

BAY RD
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BEE RIDGE
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281-14-0174/007
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• Locally Owned and Operated - LBK residents
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SLEEP KING SLEEP KING

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 | SAT 8:30-6:00 | SUN 11:00-6:00
941-922-5271                     www.SleepKing.net
1901 Hansen St • Sarasota, FL  
(1 Block south of Bee Ridge Off  41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom

ADVERTISE WITH MONEY MAILER OF SARASOTA, CALL 941-536-5109
281-14-0174/007

SLEEP KING
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941-922-5271 • Toll Free 800-265-9124
1901 Hansen St. • Sarasota, FL
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• Quality, Value and Service
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Cortez Bait & Seafood 
Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters • Shrimp • Clams

Fish Spread • Smoked Mullet
Tues-Sat: 10 AM to 6 PM  •  Sun-Mon: 11AM to 6 PM       

Located 2 blocks south of Cortez Road 941.794.1547
CortezSeafoodMarket.com

                  4528 119th St. West, Cortez

SEE US ON FACEBOOK

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
12110 Cortez Road West

Cortez, FL
941.794.1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS 

484-889-8991  • menshaircutsarasota.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers 

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

AcuMedFL.com  •  KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
2953 Bee Ridge Road • Sarasota, FL 34239

941.250.6911

• Acupuncture

• Injection Therapy

• Herbology

• Homeopathy

• Massage

MASSAGE & 
FACIAL REJUVENATION

CPA
Taxes and Accounting

941-387-0926

Art Ready To Hang
Sale5370 #202 

GMD
Bob and Mary are @

 5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr

DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN 2

0
0
0

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

941-387-9807

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

Wecloming new clients.
We are the 

COLOR EXPERTS
on the key.

Celebrating 27 years
 on the island!

ads@Lbknews.com 
941.387.2200

Fresh Air
       and
Exercise?

Scan Our Free Guides
Legacy Trail, Sarasota Bayfront, 

and the Gulf Islands

LEIGHTON ALLENBY
REALTOR®

239.537.4563
LAllenby@gmail.comwww.LeightonAllenby.com

LONGBOAT KEY • SARASOTA
LAKEWOOD RANCH

Assisting Buyers, Sellers, and Investors in 
navigating the dynamic real estate market

(941) 284-9563
  Erinn Earth, Owner/Operator

Haircuts
Color

Highlights
Treatments

Ayurvedic Scalp 
Massage

200 Central Ave  •  Suite 18  •  Downtown Sarasota

Health Is Wealth

BOOK NOW AT:  hairandearth.glossgenius.com

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

200 Central Ave.
Suite 11

941.297.8991 
www.menshaircustsarasota.com

Professional men’s barber services.
At our salon or at your residence 

on Longboat or Lido Key.
Call or text for appointments.

L  ved againL  
Boutique

UPSCALE WOMEN’S CONSIGNMENT STORE

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 • Sarasota
BESIDE TRADER JOE’S

941.702.8159

• JOHNNY WAS
• HERMES

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES
• CHANEL
• JIMMY CHOO

PO Box 8001
 Longboat Key, FL 34228

941-387-2200 
www.lbknews.com

Steve Reid, Editor & Publisher
sreid@lbknews.com

Associate Publisher
Melissa Reid

Columnists
Susan Goldfarb, Sig Hermansen, 
Greg Rusovich, Blake Fleetwood 

Sales
Lillian Sands
Steve Reid

ads@lbknews.com

Graphic Production
Dottie Rutledge
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Letters, from page 13

KeyCrossword

Bike path
To: Longboat Key Vice Mayor Mike Haycock
Thanks for the quick and educational response...a seven-

foot bike lane with a two foot buffer would be a lot better than 
the short term fixes that I was thinking about, and the fact 
that this is already in the FDOT long term plan is an unex-
pected surprise, and something that might present opportuni-
ties for the state (and LBK) to move this project higher up the 
queue given other recent developments at USDOT.

In the past, anything like this on LBK would fall into the 
strictly “recreational” category, but no more.

Your example (shared by many others) of LBK residents 
using bikes and the sidepath for transportation purposes 
(shopping, etc.) and with the St. Regis in the midst of their 
hiring efforts (some of these employees will inevitably be 
using bikes, many on e-bikes) to commute to work, and the 
recent extension/completion of the Legacy Trail into down-
town Sarasota (extending an already long ride from Venice 
up LBK to Anna Maria and Bradenton is already something 
that people do...but more would partake with these kind of 
improvements on GMD)...all presents an opportunity.  

Add in the public safety concerns that you voiced--with 
some e-bike users crowding/scaring pedestrians on the already 
busy sidepath, but not feeling comfortable enough to move 
onto the shoulder, and a lot more e-bikes on the way--and it 
sounds like the makings of a terrific grant application for one 
of the new/creative programs offered by USDOT to design/
finance/build innovative multimodal projects.  

Given Cong. Vern Buchanan’s past interest in bike projects, 
particularly those with a tourism/economic development 
aspect, his staff might also have some ideas on how to get 
FDOT (and USDOT) interested in making this a higher 
priority than might currently be the case...seeing if funding 
could be found from a source that doesn’t compete with their 
other project priorities.  

With the information shared in your initial response, none 
of this will be news to you.  I really can’t think of any examples 
around the country of a project that could blend together so 
many different goals (senior health, pedestrian safety, car con-
gestion relief, tourism promotion, connecting long distance 
trails where recent investments have been made, economic 
development by providing better commuter options to exist-
ing jobs).  

Even the design of the new Longboat Pass bridge on the 
north end of the island can allow FDOT to do some real long 
range planning; more than just a bridge replacement. Keep up 
the good work!

Eric Brenner  
Longboat Key
 
Bridge lights
To: Sarasota City Commission
Did you seriously not stand up to DeSantis this year like 

you did last year by not lighting the bridge for Pride month? I 
just read that. I’m really disappointed. Your constituent?

Austin D. Nichols
Sarasota
 
Bridge lights
To: Austin Nichols
Good night. The bridge is owned and the lights are oper-

ated by the State. The City makes annual requests of the State 
to light the bridge in awareness colors and the State reviews 
and programs the lighting accordingly. The City has no con-
trol of the lighting even if we defied the directive from the 
State. I hope this helps clarify the situation.

Marlon Brown
City Manager
City of Sarasota

Bridge lights
To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown
I wonder why the bridge was lit rainbow last year and not 

this year. Must be an erosion of support for human rights. 
Thank you for your responses.

Austin D. Nichols 
Sarasota

Bridge lights
To: Austin Nichols
That directive from the State was only done this year (in 

May). There was no directive in previous years. I hope this 
further helps.

Marlon Brown
City Manager
City of Sarasota

Bath & Racquet
To: Peggy Shanahan
Thanks for your call today per the stormwater run-off into 

your property and those around you recently.
Even with the acknowledgement of the extreme rain event 

last week, this does seem to be an ongoing issue you have 
experienced in the past since the redevelopment of Bath & 
Racquet.

You shared with me your concerns with the lack of storm-
water retention and flow on the property, especially to the 
south. Given that we are now entering Hurricane Season, 
I do understand your interest in the timeline and plans for 
stormwater treatment now, during construction, and in the 
future post development.

I have copied the City Manager, Deputy City Manager, 
and Staff (and County Commissioner Mark Smith, whom 
I believe, is your representative) who can direct this to the 
appropriate department. I look forward to an update and 
response very soon.

Jen Ahearn-Koch
Vice Mayor 
City of Sarasota
 

Bath & Racquet
To: Sarasota City Deputy Building Official Mat Taylor
Danny Shanahan from 2113 Mill Terr. We met last week in 

your office the day after the big rain. I’m just checking to see if 
you were able to get ahold of any one from Bath & Racquet?  
I have not witnessed any active on the property. Please let me 
know, thanks.

Jen Ahearn-Koch
Vice Mayor 
City of Sarasota

Bath & Racquet
To: Sarasota County Commissioner Mark Smith
Thank you so much for the follow-up and for responding 

to our constituent’s concerns. 
Much appreciated to you and all Staff who will look into 

this issue.
Jen Ahearn-Koch
Vice Mayor 
City of Sarasota
 

Bath & Racquet
To: Sarasota City Vice Mayor Jen Ahearn-Koch
I have copied Spencer Anderson, Director of Public Works 

on this email to make him and his department aware of the 
former Bath & Racquet property stormwater issues so he can 
get back to us.

Mark Smith
Sarasota County Commissioner

Editor Letters
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REAL ESTATE BY REAL EXPERTS 
OVER $100 MILLION PENDING AND SOLD JUST IN 2024

RANKED #10 COLDWELL BANKER INDIVIDUAL REALTOR IN THE NATION

www.BruceMyer.com

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250  •   LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

  BRUCE MYER
  GROUP

BEACHPLACE  •  1065 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #402  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  $929,000
2BR/2BA  •  1,392 SF  •  Furnished  •  Excellent Rental Policy

SCAN FOR MORE

ISLANDS WEST • 2525 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #11B  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  $1,299,000
 2BR/2BA  •  1,491 SF  •  Gulf front • 11th Floor

WESTON POINT • 617 WESTON POINTE COURT • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $3,495,000
4BR/5BA  •  4,395 SF  •  Canal front w/dock  •  Courtyard with casita

SCAN FOR MORE

SCAN FOR MORE

     CHASE MYER  (941) 315-5318                BRUCE MYER  (941) 376-5311

ISLANDER CLUB  •  2295 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #64-S  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  $650,000
2BR/2BA •  1,235 SF  •  Bay & Golf course views

SCAN FOR MORE

THE BAYOU  •  3221 BAYOU WAY  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  $1,575,000 
3BR/3.5BA  •  2,639 SF  •  Spacious split floor plan  •  Screened pool

SCAN FOR MORE

FAIRWAY BAY  •  1930 HARBOURSIDE DR., #111 • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $699,000  
2BR/2BA  •  1,442 SF  •  Full bay views  •  Walkdown to bayfront

SCAN FOR MORE

LBK TOWERS • 603 LONGBOAT CLUB RD., #1102N  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  $1,799,000
2BR/2BA  •  1,458 SF  •  Gulf, bay, golf course views  •  Extended Gulf front terrace

SCAN FOR MORE

BIRD KEY  •  470 E. ROYAL FLAMINGO DRIVE • SARASOTA, FL  •  $1,725,000
3BR/2BA  •  2,480 SF  •  Open Floor plan  •  Pool with oversized yard

SCAN FOR MORE

THE MARK  •  111 S. PINEAPPLE AVE., #1010  •  SARASOTA, FL  •  $1,895,000
2BR+DEN/2.5BA •  1,746 SF  •  Bay & City Views  •  10th Floor  •  Modern floor plan

LBK TOWERS • 601 LONGBOAT CLUB RD., #301-S • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $2,800,000
3BR/3BA •  2,420 SF  • Gulf front  •  Completely Updated 

SOLD 
IN

5 DAYS

BEACHPLACE • 1055 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #605 • LONGBOAT KEY FL • $1,790,000
2BR/2BA •  1,503 SF • Penthouse Level • Direct Gulf front

PENDING
 IN

9 DAYS

PENDING
IN

15 DAYS

RECORD SALE

NOW
PENDING
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