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Cover image ‘Corpus 2’ [detail] from the series ‘The Neuroanatomy of Water’ © Steve Goldband & Ellen Konar
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you don’t miss when a new copy of BETA is available go to this
link: https://mailchi.mp/026d4152f56a/beta-signup-page-2025
and add your details. We promise not to fill your inbox with heaps
of spam or pass on your contact information to any third party.
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COOBER PEDY

I was commissioned to travel to Coober
Pedy and capture a ‘day in the life’ style
story of an opal miner who lived there un-
derground in a home he had dug out him-
self. Dave was a true eccentric, possibly
even a bit of a hermit, who had arrived in
Coober Pedy from America riding an old
Triumph 40 years ago and just never left.
It was Coober Pedy in January, unbeliev-
ably hot and virtually deserted. We
tagged along with Dave for several days
as he went about his daily routine and [
was very grateful for his patient generosi-
ty and boundless enthusiasm for all things
geological. Along with some amazing
memovies, I returned to Melbourne with
two prized possessions: a propellor from
the first ultralight aircraft in Australia,
and a beautiful fist sized meteovite that
Dave presented to me as I left.
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* Chris Budgeon is a Canadian born, Austra-
lian based photographic artist specializing

_in lens based media.

" He has served as a Lecturer and Adjunct
Professor at RMIT in Melbourne and been
involved in countless projects and cam-

_paigns leading to multiple inclusions in

2 .awdrds,_ exhibitions and annuals including

. the Taylor Wessing Award, Moran Photo-

A g?dphic Award, Olive Cotton Award,

~_HeadOn, Martin Kantor Award, Ulrich and
Schubert Award, Iris Award, Percival Award,
Bowness Award, Graphis Photographic
Annuai_._ American Photography Annual,
Communication Arts Annual, D&AD and
AWARD. :
Highlights have included being selected 11
times into Lurzer’s Archive Top 200 Adver-
tising Photographers Worldwide, including
the 2021/22 cover image, a 2022 Taylor
Wessing Finalist and being a National Por-
trait Prize Finalist 7 times.




Neuro anatomy
of Water

Standing at the shore, breaking surf on a stormy
day is seductive. Photographing turbulent surf
from above, without the grounding of horizon or
shore, we see beyond the surface to the structures
below: its neuroanatomy. We revel in lace-like
white filaments spreading across blue fields, fleet-
ing configurations that exist for mere seconds
before being reabsorbed into the ocean.

For Steve, these images are oddly familiar, bearing
an uncanny resemblance to cerebral neurons, a
subject of his earlier career as a neuroscientist
studying the brain's response to stress. Beyond the
visual similarities, we note that both the ocean surf
and the cerebral nervous system involve activation
and return: turbulence rising, intensifying, and dis-
solving back into a baseline state. In certain
images, where the composition invites it, we focus
the eye travels toward an inner circle — quiet the
surrounding field evoking the view through a mi-
croscope and also the curve of the earth seen from
above.

As human activity pushes our oceans toward their
breaking point, these images of the neuroanatomy
of water are a visual rallying cry. They call us to
protect the fragility and power of our oceans as if
our lives depended on it — they do.

STEVE GOLDBAND & ELLEN KONAR
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) ahidkand Ellen Kandf are Cali-
% : '%mSed pl raphtc artists, working
T ﬂfvnamtc @Haﬁnranon Their work is
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Ea’lenand Steve s photo based projects have
. appmrgd and wen awards at iconic galler-
ies and’ musezmgSf including the Center for

2 == Photographic Arts, Carmel, CA; Griffin
Museum of Photography, Beston, MA;
Triton Museum of drt, Santa Clara, CA;
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pear‘ed' in pubhcanons including Lemwork

Magazine, Seeing in S:xes, Dodho and Len-

scratch Magazine. In 2025, Ellen and Steve
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~ Criticgl Mass Top 50.
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Vaune Trachtman is a photographer and
printmaker whose work honors historic pro-
cesses without relying on toxic chemicals. For-
merly a master printer of silver-gelatin prints
and asphaltum-based photogravures, she
began rethinking her materials after feeling
that traditional methods were compromising
her immune system. She now creates photo-
polymer gravures with little more than light
and water.

Vaune has been in Photolucida’s Critical Mass
Top 50; shortlisted for the international
Hariban Award; received the Olcott Family
Award in The Print Center 's ANNUAL Compe-
tition. Her series NOW IS ALWAYS was recog-
nized as a Top Portfolio by Rfotofolio and an
Outstanding Work by the Denis Roussel
Awards. Her book NOW IS ALWAYS was re-
cently published from Tusen Takk Press with a
foreword by poet Major Jackson, designed by
David Skoklin and printed at Trifolio Press in
Verona, Italy.

She lives and works in Vermont, in a former
textile mill overlooking the Connecticut River.
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a population of around 220,000,
g{%r ish Muslims. There are also
Christians. .{e:ws,and Arabs. It has taken ad-
ym%@ its géagraphicgi location to de-
~velop- trade and tourism. Ethnic and reli-
gious diversity has always been part of An-
takya'’s identity. Due to the armed conflict in
Syria, the situation has changed and the bal-
ance between religions has been disrupted.
The heart of the city is the old town. It is a
center that exudes the charm of the province:
narrow streets where all kinds of smells
mingle, slanted wooden windows, garlands

of electrical and telephone cables on the
walls of houses, residents sitting on stools,
children playing and running in the alleys. In
2023, the city was rocked:by a devastating
ear{f@qggc_;k&rhq} ;zfﬁq&r;d‘e?vvp:’ere{y destroyed
the o??iﬁgmgg__&{zaf;é whjg,‘\wifi? this series, [
want to recall the sifimtion as it was before
~ the earthquake. :
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RALF J DIEMB
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_ 'ddifﬂme‘nt 'ealzty while still allowing the viewer to make

¥
their own. interpretations. His pictures want to tell sto-

“ries. Seen in this hgﬁ*t; he works in the field of “social

documentary photography” or “humanitarian photogra-
phy.” The artist lives in Ettlingen (Germany) in a com-
munity of sculptors, writers and painters and is active on
social media platforms Instagram (ralfj.diemb) and
Facebook (Ralf J. Diemb) - .
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