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A team of researchers from 
NOAA’s Mission: Iconic Reefs 
program and partners from Mote 
Marine Laboratory & Aquarium 
and the Coral Restoration 
Foundation completed a scientific 
mission yesterday to quantify the 
impact of 2023’s marine heat wave 
on corals in Florida Keys National 
Marine Sanctuary. 

Data from the research cruise will 
help NOAA and partners under-
stand the extent of the record-high 
marine temperatures from the sum-
mer of 2023 on restored corals 
— which are nursery-raised and 
out-planted on the reef — and 
inform future restoration strategies 
to increase coral resilience. 

Researchers aboard the con-
tracted vessel M/V Makai surveyed 
64 locations at five of the seven 
Mission: Iconic Reef sites  — 
Carysfort Reef, Horseshoe Reef, 
Sombrero Reef, Looe Key Reef and 
Eastern Dry Rocks — to examine 
the reef-building stony acroporid 
corals out-planted by the Coral 
Restoration Foundation, Mote 
Marine Laboratory & Aquarium 
and Reef Renewal. 

This research follows a mission 

Data from the research cruise will help NOAA and partners understand the extent 
of the record-high marine temperatures from the summer of 2023 on restored corals

in August that assessed coral health 
during the height of the marine 
heat wave and incorporates data 
about how eight additional weeks 
of high temperatures affected corals. 

Preliminary findings from the lat-

est assessment provide insights into 
the current state of coral health:

Preliminary data indicate that less 
than 22% of approximately 1,500 
staghorn coral (Acropora cervicor-
nis) surveyed remain alive. See Reef, page 2

Mission: Iconic Reefs field team member Cate Gelston, co-lead scientist on the assessment cruise, retrieves a 
transect tape after completing an outplanted coral health assessment survey. (Image credit: NOAA)

Only the two most northern 
reefs surveyed, Carysfort Reef and 
Horseshoe Reef, had any living stag-
horn coral.

Of the five reefs surveyed, live 

Construction 
duo rescued
from 13th floor
in Downtown

On Feb. 14, two construction 
workers at the site of the DeMarcay 
Private Residences — located at 33 
S. Palm Ave. in downtown Sarasota 
— were rescued after a cable broke 
on the “swing stage” on which 
they were standing to add stucco 
to the exterior of the structure, a 
Sarasota County Fire Department 
report said.

The men were outside the 12th 
and 13th floors of the condomin-
ium tower, the report added; they 
were about 60 feet in the air.

Other construction workers 
ended up bringing the men into 
the building by breaking windows, 
the report explained, even though 
members of the Fire Department’s 
Special Operations team had 
deployed to the site, along with 
firefighters/medics.

“The two victims were wearing 
fall protection harnesses and

were secured to their lifelines by 
fall arrest lanyards,” the report said. 
The other cable had continued to 
support the stage after rescue per-
sonnel arrived, the report added, 
but both workers were suspended 

Rotary fuels pickleball passion on Longboat

Pickleball is all the rage on Longboat Key and the Longboat Key Rotary Club held a training and safety 
seminar last Wednesday at Bayfront Park Recreation Center. The fundraiser was organized by Susan 
Veshosky and the Platinum Sponsors were Realtors Chase and Bruce Myer (top photo).
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  Sandra Smith  |  941.383.3388
6350 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE • LONGBOAT KEY, FL

    CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

elkhorn coral (Acropora palmata) was found at only three sites: Carysfort Reef, Sombrero Reef 
in the middle Keys and Eastern Dry Rocks off Key West.

No live staghorn or elkhorn corals were observed at sample areas surveyed at Looe Key Reef 
in the lower Florida Keys.

All data collected during the assessment is currently undergoing thorough review and analy-
sis.

Though anecdotal evidence from Mission: Iconic Reefs partners suggest that boulder, mas-
sive and brain coral outplants at a number of Mission: Iconic Reef sites —  including Looe Key 
Reef —  fared better during the marine heat wave, rough weather conditions during this mis-
sion prevented the research team from surveying more than the branching coral assemblages 
of staghorn and elkhorn coral.

“The findings from this assessment are critical to understanding the impacts to corals 
throughout the Florida Keys following the unprecedented marine heat wave,” said Sarah 
Fangman, Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary superintendent. “They also offer a glimpse 
into coral’s future in a warming world. When the ecosystem experiences significant stress in 
this way, it underscores the urgency for implementing updates to our regulations, like the 
Restoration Blueprint, which addresses multiple threats that will give nature a chance to hold 
on.”

Florida’s coral reefs are the backbone of the region’s tourism and recreation economy, and 
provide important ecological services to coastal communities. The health of Florida’s coral eco-
systems has declined since the 1970s due to damage from hurricanes, heat-induced bleaching, 

Workers, from page 1

disease and increased impacts from human activities.
The assessment will support the ongoing restoration efforts of Mission: Iconic Reefs, a 

NOAA-led, partner-driven initiative to restore nearly 3 million square feet of coral reef — the 
equivalent of more than 50 football fields — at seven iconic sites within Florida Keys National 
Marine Sanctuary, through pioneering restoration efforts involving growing and transplanting 
corals. The goal is to restore diversity and ecological function to the reefs by returning coral 
cover at target reef sites to a self-sustaining level.

In the summer of 2023, corals in the Florida Keys faced the hottest ocean temperatures 
on record, and the longest-lasting marine heat wave recorded in three decades. The marine 
heat wave prompted emergency evacuation of in-water nursery corals to land-based nurseries 
to limit heat exposure. Collaboration between Mission: Iconic Reefs and coral conservation 
practitioners safeguarded the genetic diversity of coral reef-building species. 

“We are fortunate to have the unwavering dedication and expertise of multiple partners 
collaborating with NOAA to restore this critical ecosystem,” said Jennifer Mooore, co-lead 
of Mission: Iconic Reefs and Endangered Species Act coral recovery coordinator for NOAA 
Fisheries. “The assessment results, complementary research efforts from partners and lessons 
from emergency activities over the summer will inform effective and innovative restoration 
strategies to support the health of Florida’s coral reefs.” 

Learn more about NOAA’s response to the 2023 marine heat wave and coral restoration 
efforts in Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary:

in the air, the report indicated.
The Fire Department received the alarm at 11:22 a.m. on Feb. 14, with the Fire Station 1 

crew arriving on the scene at 11:27 a.m., the report noted.
Fire Station 1 stands at 1445 Fourth St. in downtown Sarasota.
Rescue personnel made their way to the roof with rope safety equipment, the report contin-

ued. There, they established two anchors and then set up two lines to lower to the victims, “to 

get them secured into a life safety rope rescue system.”
As the rope was being lowered to one of the workers, the report said, other members of the 

construction crew, who were on the 12th floor, “began breaking windows and removed the 
victim from his harness to pull him in.”

Fire Department personnel on the scene had attempted to stop the workers, the report 
pointed out, because of the “unsafe nature of what was being done.” However, the report 
added, “There was a large language barrier and they would not listen to on scene personnel 
from the fire department or the construction company.”
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        PREMIUM CUSTOM       WEST OF TRAIL &
         HOME BUILDER             BARRIER ISLANDS

THE DIPINTO COLLECTION

Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan
REALTOR • 26 YEARS EXPERIENCE
GLOBAL LUXURY MARKETING AGENT

941-928-2922
NDiPintoRealtor@gmail.com
www.nichollemckiernan.com

COLDWELL BANKER GLOBAL LUXURY • 443 JOHN RINGLING BLVD., STE. F, SARASOTA, FL 34236            53 S. PALM AVE., SARASOTA, FL 34236  |  #CBC1253416

SEAWARD-HOMES.COM  |  941.388.2021

WEST OF TRAIL - HIGHLY DESIRABLE LOCATION                          $9,750,000
Waterfront location, this custom home is situated on a quiet cul-de-sac 
steps to Siesta Key. Offering nearly 5,350 AC/SF, with an open concept floor 
plan,  highly desirable finishes and touches, and 4-car garage, you will be 
impressed.  Work with builder direct to create your dream home.

LONGBOAT KEY  •  6489 GULFSIDE DRIVE                               $16,900,000
Fabulous Gulf front lot offering nearly 100 ft. of sandy beach, this gorgeous 
DSDG Architect designed home is a rare find.  Boasting almost 6,000 AC/SF, 
this spectacular home is custom built with the finest details throughout. 
Architect  designed landscaped exterior and 4-car garage.

PATRICK DIPINTO

SIESTA KEY  •  HIGEL AVE.                                                                    $16,995,000
Currently under construction and scheduled to be ready Fall 2023, this 
breathtaking 8,964 AC/SF residence is one of a kind, designed by DSDG. Gulf 
front property on one acre and offers a 2,000 SF roof terrace. Separate guest 
house and 8-car garage. No expense spared on this remarkable home.

SEAWARD HOMES

SEAWARD HOMES

SEAWARD HOMES

NEW CONSTRUCTION TO BE BUILT

GULF FRONT NEW CONSTRUCTION

NOW PENDING SALE

NOW ACCEPTING CLIENTS FOR 2023
WE ARE SEEKING WATERFRONT LOTS TO PURCHASE

PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS

Boasting all the amenities required for luxury living, this SMART home’s 
inspired style highlights spectacular water views that stretch out to the 
Gulf of Mexico from just about every room of the nearly 6,600 square-foot 
interior.  Stacked glass sliders create a seamless transition to outdoor 
living, opening to the glass-railing terrace, summer kitchen, built-in grill, 
and spiral staircase that leads down to the waterside hot tub. Boaters will 
appreciate the deep-water dock with multiple lifts.

        

          

1325 WESTWAY DRIVE - LIDO SHORES

                                                             NEW PRICE $13,995,000
Modern marvel overlooking New Pass in Lido Shores! Step into this 
tropical escape through the hidden courtyard that connects the 
three-bedroom main home to the secluded, two-bedroom guest house 
with an expansive sundeck, 60-foot wet-edge lap pool lined with royal 
palms and unique fire bowls, as the perfect introduction to a contem-
porary masterpiece.

Bay Isles Residents,

 I have qualified buyers who are actively 
searching in your neighborhood.  If you 

are looking to sell in the near future,
 let’s chat.  Remember, I am also a 

Longboat Key resident and would love 
the opportunity to work with you.  
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EditorLetters
Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print 

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Country Club Shores Water Main Replacement
To: Kimley-Horn Engineer Ashley Miele
Please see the attached RFI’s and respond at your earliest convenience, thanks. You’re most 

welcome! Thanks for all you do!
Harlan Sunquist, Jr.
Spectrum
 

Country Club Shores Water Main Replacement
To: Spectrum Harlan Sunquist, Jr.
Please see the response to RFI #5 attached.  We have proposed a slightly revised alignment 

on the north end in hopes to save some trees, if preferrable to you and your team once data 
has been collected in this area, but I don’t see any other options for this connection other than 
the original design. 

We cannot proceed with abandoning the existing two water mains and installing the new 
pipeline in the same corridor due to several concerning factors but I’m open to other ideas that 
are outside the right of way and not impacting other utilities if you have any.

Ashley Miele
Engineer
Kimley-Horn Engineering

Country Club Shores Water Main Replacement
To: Spectrum Harlan Sunquist Jr.
I’ve seen a few pictures now with some unacceptable BMPs. We need to get this addressed as 

soon as possible. The impact to the canal is significant and will cause fines and environmental 
impacts. 

Please be sure to get on site and check it out today. We’ll need a new plan in place for next 
week to avoid these impacts, so they no longer occur. I’ll try to reach out later this morning 
to discuss. 

Ashley Miele
Engineer
Kimley-Horn Engineering

Country Club Shores Water Main Replacement
To: Kimley-Horn Engineering Ashley Miele
Good morning Team , Ramon and I spoke to Spectrum yesterday and stopped all operations 

until all BMP’s were addressed.
They have since that time adjusted their operations and made all areas more than adequately 

stabilized. They have made a commitment to address on a daily basis. Thank you Spectrum for 
taking action immediately to address these issues. 

Guy Matricciani
Construction & Facility System Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Country Club Shores Water Main Replacement
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Good morning Tip, I believe Commissioner Coffin had made a comment yesterday.  Here is 

Guy’s feedback below, should be taken care of now.
Isaac Brownman
Public Works Director
Town of Longboat Key

Country Club Shores Water Main Replacement 
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin
This is provided in response to the concern you shared yesterday regarding construction 

work that might negatively impact the canals in CCS.  Our construction and facility manager 
Guy Matricciani addressed this on February 16th with Spectrum and believe they have made 
modifications to correct the situation.  We’ll continue to monitor.

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

 

Growing in Jesus’ Name

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchoflbk.org

WINTER CONCERT SERIES
CONCERTS ARE FREE  •  VISITORS & RESIDENTS WELCOME

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons or 

www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor
Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00

Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00
Visitors & Residents Welcome

SUNDAY  •  MARCH 10, 2024  •  2:00 PM
Organ Dedication Concert

Featuring Chris Westfall 
Christ Church of Longboat Key, Organist

Christ Church of Longboat Key invites you 
to a Dedication Concert for our new 
Rodgers Organ, a state of the art master-
piece of up-to-date  technology and 
brilliant sound clarity. Chris Westfall, our 
acclaimed organist, will be performing a 
variety of classic and contemporary music 
which will demonstrate the scope, depth, 
and range of this amazing new addition to 
our church. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, 
Pastor, will do a brief Dedication Ceremony. 

Please join us and be mesmerized by the 
majesty  and glory of Chris playing the 
“King of Instruments.”

View our
Menu

Reservations
Suggested

w w w . H a r r y s K i t c h e n . c o m  •  5 6 0 0  G u l f  o f  M e x i c o  D r i v e  •  9 4 1 - 3 8 3 - 0 7 7 7
Breakfast | Brunch | Lunch | Dinner | Catering | Gourmet Deli & Bakery | Corner Store  

Harry’s Restaurant 
  

Steak & Frites Night Tuesdays $36.99
Wine Down Wednesdays 

25% Off All Bottles of Wine

BEST BRUNCH DAILY
9AM - 2PM

ALL FRESCO DINING
INNOVATIVE COCKTAILS 

Harry’s Deli 
Fresh Bakery

Take & Bake Entrees
Sandwiches & Salads

Homemade Soups
Party Specialties 

to years!

  
5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr. 
(in the Centre Shops)

www.lazylobsteroflongboat.com 
(941) 383-0440

FEATURING:

• Live Maine Lobster  

• Fresh Fish • Gulf Shrimp  
• Salads • Seafood Favorites  

• Ribs, Burgers & More!  

• Early Dining & Happy Hour 
Mon -Sat  3:30 - 5:00 

   

follow the locals to…  
our newly renovated dining room

Open for In-House Dining & Take Out
Lunch: Mon - Sat 11:00AM - 2:30 PM  

Dinner: Mon - Sat 3:30 - 9:00 PM 
Online Ordering Available for Take-Out 

AND Curbside Pick-Up!
2023 
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JANET WALTER
941.232.2000
Janet@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

STEVE WALTER
941.809.0907
Steve@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

waltergrouprealestate.com

YOUR LUXURY PROPERTY SPECIALISTS

648 BAYVIEW DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Boater’s dream property on oversized (19,994 sf) rarely available cul-de-sac end lot with a brand new 320-foot seawall lo-
cated in Sleepy Lagoon, on the north end of Longboat Key. This location offers fantastic panoramic views of Bishops Bayou 
and the ICW. Situated on nearly a half-acre lot is a 3-bedroom, 4,157 sq. ft. home, which could be renovated or removed 

creating a build site for an incredible custom home.

$4,495,000

1211 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #805 | LONGBOAT KEY
Enjoy the Gulf views from this 8th Floor Promenade condominium, offering 
2-bedroom, 2-bath, an open floorplan, and a primary bedroom suite with 

balcony access. Resort living at Promenade is a discerning experience on the 
beach of Longboat Key!

6609 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Coastal-inspired elevated pool home. This North Longboat Key 4 bedroom, 4 bath, 4,132 sf home with private beach access 
features views of the Gulf of Mexico and sunsets from wide covered decks and the third-level widow’s walk.  The main 
level is ideal for family gatherings and entertaining with ample seating in the kitchen, living room, dining area and wet 
bar. All bedrooms have ensuite baths.  The Gulf of Mexico facing glass sliders open to an expansive balcony with a gas grill 
overlooking the pool, spa and lush array of mature tropical trees and landscaping.

$4,995,000

370 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #432 | LONGBOAT KEY 
Delight in scenic views of Sarasota Bay in this custom-designed 4-bedroom, 4.5-bathroom PENTHOUSE in the gated resort-
style Tangerine Bay community on the southernmost tip of Longboat Key.  the spacious condominium features soaring ceilings, 
skylight, great room with gas fireplace, marble gallery for displaying artwork, and private gated courtyard. All bedrooms are 
ensuite. Sliding glass doors in the primary suite and great room open to a tiled terrace where you can start your day with a cup 
of coffee while watching the sunrise. An additional west-facing terrace boasts stunning sunset views. 

$2,100,000

569 BAYVIEW DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
100 ft. x 100 ft. canal front homesite in Sleepy Lagoon.  Great location – perfect balance between beach/ICW. Updated 
seawall and 10,000 lb. lift.  Topographical survey and geo-technical engineering reports available.

$1,100,000

2110 HARBOURSIDE DR., #547 | LONGBOAT KEY
Delight in captivating bay vistas in this well-maintained 2,039 sq. ft.

condominium in The Atrium, situated in Fairway Bay in the gated 
community of Bay Isles. This 3-bedroom, 2-bath residence features many 

updates, and floor-to-ceiling sliding glass doors to the southeast-facing 
terrace, showcasing gorgeous views of Sarasota Bay and the city skyline.

$1,495,000

$1,195,000



Page 6     Friday, February 23, 2024 The News

Got an opinion?  
WE WANT TO HEAR IT!   

letters@LBKNews.com

4551 N Washington Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34234

(941) 355-8437

2510 1st Street
Bradenton, FL 34208

(941) 748-4679

THE EDUCATION CENTER AT TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.TBIeducationcenter.org
For a brochure or inquiries call: (941) 383-8222

or email  edcenter@longboatkeytemple.org

Many Programs Available on Zoom.

41
16

62
-1

LECTURE SERIES
PAINTING  CURRENT EVENTS  

QIGONG   YOGA    MEDITATION  
BRIDGE    MAH JONGG    CANASTA  

SUPREME COURT    92Y   AMERICAN HISTORY  
LITERATURE & POETRY  MOVIE & BOOK GROUPS  

MUSIC & DANCE APPRECIATION   JAZZ NIGHTS  
MORNING FORUMS  THEOLOGY  WORLD POLITICS  

FILM FESTIVALS   THEATRICAL PERFORMANCES  
WRITING WORKSHOPS   iPHONE & iPAD 

BIRDING   NATURE WALKS   WELLNESS  
LANGUAGES   SATURDAY WORKSHOPS  

BROADWAY BIOS   CONCERTS  
SPECIAL ONE-TIME EVENTS  

& MUCH MORE!
Everything Under The Sun To Learn & Enjoy

2023-2024

The Democrats stubbornly support a confused and feeble President Biden for re-election. 
The Republicans continue to rally around a chaotic and divisive former 
President Trump for their standard bearer. Together, the two parties 
are giving Americans exactly what they don’t want — a Biden-Trump 
rematch. But Biden is the only Democrat that Trump can beat. And 
Trump is the only Republican that Biden can beat. So here we are.

Special Counsel Robert Hur, appointed by Attorney General Merrick 
Garland to investigate Biden’s abuse of handling classified material, 
reported that the president’s mental capacity was sorely lacking. Hur 
wrote that he wouldn’t bring charges for improper retention of classified 
information in part because “Mr. Biden would likely present himself 
to a jury, as he did during our interview of him, as a sympathetic, well 
meaning, elderly man with a poor memory.” The president couldn’t 
recall which years he was vice president or even when his son Beau died.

Shortly after the report was issued, an angry Biden took to the White House podium to 
condemn it. But he made matters worse during his tirade by confusing Egypt’s president with 
Mexico’s. The man is unable to do most interviews (Team Biden refused even the usual soft 
ball Super Bowl pre-game interview). He will not debate in the fall as he lacks the mental 
prowess to do so. 

At this point in his presidency, Biden is the most unpopular president in the last 75 years. 
RealClearPolitics reports his current favorability rating at 39.3%. According to a recent ABC 
News/Ipsos poll, 91% of Independents and 86% overall said Biden “is too old to serve as presi-
dent.” On the two most important issues to voters (inflation and immigration), his approval 
rating is 36.2 and 31.2 respectively. Per Roll Call, every president after Jimmy Carter has had 
a lower inflation rate than Biden at this point in his presidency. While the rate of inflation has 
slowed this past year, key items such as groceries and energy prices have soared. On the immi-
gration issue, the Administration not only has refused to take any executive action to tighten 
border security, but also has abolished every previous executive order designed to mitigate 
illegal immigration.

Republicans have no basis for gloating. Like a herd stampeding toward a cliff, the GOP rides 
with Trump. His increasing legal troubles; mockery of former UN Ambassador Nikki Haley’s 
husband’s absence (he’s serving overseas); inability to secure suburban, independent voters; and 
his overall irresponsible, and sometimes reprehensible, behavior gives Republicans every reason 
to jettison him. Solid, viable alternatives such as Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis emerged and were 
quickly dispatched by party fealty to Trump. Haley continues to fight with vigor, grit and class, 

RUSOVICH

GREGORY RUSOVICH
Guest Writer
rusovich@lbknews.com

KeyOpinion
The race to the bottom looms in 2024
Together, the two parties are giving Americans exactly what they don’t want — a Biden-Trump rematch. 
But Biden is the only Democrat that Trump can beat. And Trump is the only Republican that Biden can 
beat. So here we are.

but her chances of overcoming the former president’s formidable lead are slim.
Trump’s legal problems also are causing financial woes for both his campaign and the 

Republican Party. A Business Insider analysis has found that Trump supporters funded at least 
$52,431,858 in legal services in 2023 through the two political action committees controlled 
by the GOP frontrunner. Trump’s legal bills are burning through money that would otherwise 
be used primarily to support GOP messaging and congressional candidates. The Republican 
National Committee (RNC) may also be vulnerable to throwing money toward Trump’s legal 
defense. Lara Trump, the former president’s daughter-in-law whom he endorsed as RNC co-
chair, thinks it is “absolutely” a “big interest” to Republican voters for the RNC to pay his 
legal bills. She also said the Democrats are flush with money, and the RNC needs to raise 
$500 million to compete. It’s hard to raise this kind of cash when donors are being told their 
contributions may be used to pay for Trump’s legion of lawyers.

The former president’s ongoing references to a smart and accomplished Nikki Haley as 
“birdbrain” have further eroded his possible outreach to moderate and suburban voters. And 
military families don’t appreciate his slams of her husband, Michael, who was tapped last year 
by the South Carolina National Guard to serve a one-year deployment in Africa. “What hap-
pened to her husband? Where is he? He’s gone. He knew. He knew,” Trump has bellowed, 
seemingly implying that Michael’s service somehow translates as abandoning his wife during 
the campaign.   

Despite all of this, polls forecast a Biden vs. Trump matchup within the margin of error. 
Both parties are taking significant risks with their two very flawed candidates. Unless one party 
wakes up quickly and alters course, we will be relegated to witness the race to the bottom. 
There are no unknown quantities. Voters can easily compare the results of the Biden presidency 
with that of the Trump presidency and determine which they prefer. Perhaps in 2024, it’s best 
to ignore all the noise, compare records and vote. And to hope that 2028 brings sanity back 
to the body politic.



www.lbknews.com Friday, February 23, 2024  Page 7

See Letters, page 8

200FT OF BAY FRONTAGE, CASEY KEY | $3,795,000

SCAN 
FOR MORE

WATERFRONT HIDEAWAY WITH BOAT DOCK, LONGBOAT KEY | $2,750,000

SCAN 
FOR MORE

HISTORIC BUNGALOW & GUEST COTTAGE, LONGBOAT KEY | $1,995,000

SCAN 
FOR MORE

COASTAL COTTAGE WITH BACKYARD OASIS & POOL, LONGBOAT KEY | $1,750,000

SOLD

MAGNIFICENT BAYFRONT SANCTUARY, SIESTA KEY | $9,330,000

SOLD

COASTAL SOPHISTICATION, LONGBOAT KEY | $2,575,000

SCAN 
FOR MORE

Country Club Shores Water Main Replacement
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Got it, thank you for your quick response on this Tip and Isaac. I will forward it to the 

president of association 4.    
Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Country Club Shores Water Main Replacement
To: Lynn Larson
Lynn, sorry for the delay on this we’ve been out of town. Can you please forward it to the 

person that mentioned this issue to me at the meeting? I have forgotten her name thanks, 
Gary.

Gary Coffin
Commissioner 
Town of Longboat Key

De-Annexation Request by Island Across from Shore 
Restaurant

To: Longboat Key Commission
Thank you for your public service on behalf of our community. If we understand correctly, 

you have been asked to consider a request that the island across from the Shore Restaurant be 
“de-annexed” from the Town.

If we understand correctly, you have been asked to consider a request that the island across 
from the Shore Restaurant be “de-annexed” from the Town of Longboat Key.  And we might 
understand correctly that the first step in consideration of any such request is the performance 
of a feasibility study.

We will follow with interest the results of that study to see if it identifies any advantages to 
the Town and its residents of such an annexation.

But we can identify in advance significant disadvantages, especially to those of us who live 
within sight, sound, smell and environmental and recreational impact of the island.

As we all discovered with the sand bar noise invasion (that, happily, seems to have stopped, 
thanks!), maintaining Town jurisdiction over code and other compliance on that island will be 
critical to protecting the interests of those of us who, from our homes, can see the island and 
the views beyond it, hear sounds created on the island, be impacted by barge and other cargo 
traffic from the Town dock to the island, be impacted by environmental effects emanating 
from the island, be impacted from smells traced to the island, and so on.

(An example of the latter: the overwhelming odor from a recent pump-out of the septic 
systems on the island and the off-loading of the pump-out materials into a tanker truck at the 
Town dock caused some of us to think that a major sewer leak had occurred in the Village.   
Fortunately, a Public Works expert responded immediately to our call about this and con-
firmed that the Town’s sewer systems were intact.)

We very much appreciate in advance the upcoming hard work the Commission and Town 
staff will need to do on this important issue.  And we very much appreciate everything else 
you do to maintain the paradise we call home.

Henry and Donna Rae Smith
Longboat Key

De-Annexation Request by Island Across from Shore
To: Henry and Donna Rae Smith
Thank you - valuable input. 
BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

De-Annexation Request by Island Across from Shore
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
You’re most welcome!  Thanks for all you do!
Henry and Donna Rae Smith
Longboat Key

Grants Coordinator- Contact Information
To: Longboat Key Commission
Good morning Commissioners, I wanted to follow up my presentation with an email so 

everyone has my contact information below.
I appreciated all your comments and suggestions and will begin working on those soon. 

Please don’t hesitate to reach out if needed. Thank you again.
Kalee Shaberts
Grants Coordinator
Town of Longboat Key

Grants Coordinator- Contact Information
To: Longboat Key Grants Coordinator Kalee Shaberts
Thank you Kalee great job yesterday. Your effort is certainly helping to accomplish our goals.  
Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Longboat Key (Sarasota) - Floodplain Management 
Ordinance (LFD) Status

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
FYI- I received a copy of the letter referenced in the email below. It’s addressed to the Mayor. 

Letters, from page 4

Editor Letters
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Arrange your private tour. 941.387.1661 
or Membership@LongboatKeyClub.com.

LONGBOAT KEY CLUB
NOW ACCEPTING NEW MEMBERS

Private Beach
World Class Dining
Championship Golf
Pickleball & Tennis
Spa & Wellness Center
Deep-Water Marina
Concierge Services

In case you’re asked, we have satisfied FEMA’s requirement.
Allen Parsons
Planning, Building and Zoning Director
Town of Longboat Key

Longboat Key (Sarasota) - Floodplain 
Management Ordinance (LFD) Status

To: Town of Longboat Key Planning and Zoning Director 
Allen Parsons

I wanted to follow up to let you know FEMA Region hasn’t 
yet processed the approval sent to them on January 16, 2024.  
Unfortunately, that means the city will get the 30-day letter 
(a notice of suspension).  You’ve done everything correctly – 
they’re the ones running late.  Conn is reminding them that 
they have had yours in their queue for two months. Thank 
you for your understanding and patience as we resolve this 
matter.

Michael Burchette
Bureau of Mitigation
Florida Division of Emergency Management

Longboat Key (Sarasota) - Floodplain 
Management Ordinance (LFD) Status

To: Longboat Key Commission
Regarding this letter, the Town Commission approved the 

Floodplain Management Ordinance in January.  FEMA is 
behind in their paperwork and should not have sent the letter 
that they did as we are waiting on them. We are compliant.

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

HB 7049
Good morning, MPO Chair Mayor Brown and Board 

Members,
Below FYI is the latest legislative session update from the 

MPOAC on HB 7049 which proposed elimination of the 
MPOAC and numerous changes relating to MPOs.

David L. Hutchinson
Executive Director
Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization

HB 7049
To: Metropolitan Planning Organization Board Members
Good morning, MPOAC Governing Board Members 

and Staff Directors.  I’ve been waiting for it, and it finally 
came through late last night.  Rep. McFarland has proposed 
an amendment to HB 7049 that substantially rewrites it.  
Unfortunately, it still abolishes the MPOAC.  In a nutshell it 
does the following:

Removes the authority of the Florida Transportation 
Commission to review the Department’s performance but 
places all public transit agencies under their purview to evalu-
ate performance.  The FTC will no longer be conducting a 
review of the Tentative Work Program. 

Allows MPOs that merge to increase the Board size to 35 
members subject to the review of FDOT and approval by the 
Governor.

Removes the word “programming” from the MPO statutes.
Requires the Lee and Collier MPOs to conduct a feasibility 

study on consolidation by February 28, 2025.
Allows the FDOT to convene MPOs of similar size for the 

exchange of best practices.
Training SHALL be provided to MPO board members by 

the Department, CUTR or ISTREET.
MPO’s within the same urbanized area shall develop a 

regional long-range transportation plan and pool resources for 
regionally significant transportation infrastructure projects.

It is the MPO’s responsibility, in collaboration with the 
department, to identify, prioritize, and present to the depart-
ment a complete list of multimodal transportation projects 
consistent with the needs of the metropolitan planning area. 
It is the department’s responsibility to program projects in 
the STIP.

Each MPO may execute a written agreement with the 

department, which shall be reviewed, and updated as neces-
sary, every 5 years, which clearly establishes the cooperative 
relationship essential to accomplish the transportation plan-
ning requirements of state and federal law. Roles, respon-
sibilities, and expectations for accomplishing consistency 
with federal and state requirements and priorities must be 
described and formalized in the agreement. The agreement 
shall describe and formalize the MPO’s responsibility, in col-
laboration with the department, to identify, prioritize, and 
present to the department a complete list of multimodal 
transportation projects consistent with the needs of the met-
ropolitan planning area. It is the department’s responsibility to 
program projects in the STIP.

The department shall establish, in collaboration with the 
MPOs, quality performance metrics. Each MPO must, as part 
of its long-range transportation plan, in direct coordination 
with the department, develop targets for each performance 
measure within the metropolitan planning area boundary. The 
performance targets must support efficient and safe move-
ment of people and goods both within the MPO planning 
area and between regions. Each MPO must report progress 
toward establishing performance targets for each measure 
annually in its TIP. The Department will evaluate and post on 
its website whether each MPO has made significant progress 
toward its target for the applicable reporting period.

The amendment makes other minor changes for the MPOs 
as well, but they address things the MPOs are already doing. 

The bill will be heard in the Infrastructures Strategies 
Committee this morning.  I’ll keep you posted.   

Mark E. Reichert
Executive Director
Metropolitan Planning Organization Advisory Council

Traffic solution
To: Longboat Key Commission
The traffic on this island is atrocious.  How can you ever 

get any good employees to stay and work on the island? Traffic 

Letters, from page 7

See Letters, page 11

Editor Letters
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Ads that work...     ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

            
           Address                                            Sq. Ft.           List Price   Bed/Bath/Half Bath    Days On Market      Sale Price                                                  

170 ROOSEVELT DR Unit#21
259 ROBIN DR
551 S WASHINGTON DR
1932 HARBOURSIDE DR Unit#224
4835 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#304
2295 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#112
2425 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#13B
3464 MISTLETOE LN

601
4,078
4,544
1,192
1,393
1,235
1,470
3,367

$460,000 
$5,995,000 
$7,200,000
$629,000 
$1,170,000 
$1,400,000 
$1,749,000 
$2,299,000 

0
5
0
89
7
133
24
120

Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

0
2
0
0
0
0
0
1

1
3
9
2
2
2
2
3

1
3
9
2
2
2
2
4

$429,000 
$5,995,000 
$7,200,000 
$610,000 
$1,141,000 
$1,400,000 
$1,725,000 
$2,000,000

KeyRealEstate

551 S WASHINGTON DR
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OnPatrol
The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

Feb. 16
Public service

5:41 a.m.
Officer Maple was dispatched to Old Compass Road 

for a public service call. Upon his arrival, he met with the 
complainant at Binnacle Point Road who stated a contrac-
tor across the canal has been working early in the morning 
and utilizing bright white lights that are shining into her 
home and keeping all the occupants awake. Officer Maple 
met with the offender who was unaware of the disturbance 
he was creating. The man redirected the light and covered 
windows to help the situation. Case clear.

Fire
11:18 p.m.
Officer Mathis was dispatched to the 4600 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to a 

structure fire. Upon his arrival to the incident location, no fire or smoke was visible. Longboat 
Key Fire Department arrived and advised it was possibly an electrical issue with a faulty water 
heater. No police services were needed. Case clear.

Feb. 17
Parked truck

5:33 p.m.
Sgt. Montfort was dispatched to Bogey Lane for a water truck parked in the area for several 

hours. Sgt. Montfort arrived on Bogey Lane and observed at least a dozen or more construction 
vehicles in the area. Due to the posted construction and water main repair, no violation was 
observed. The vehicle was legally parked and not obstructing the roadway. Case clear.

Feb. 19
Raccoon

8:08 a.m.
Officer Miklos was dispatched to the 6800 block of Pine Street in reference to an animal 

in a dumpster. Upon arrival, Officer Miklos observed an injured raccoon in a construction 
dumpster. Officer Miklos requested Sarasota Sheriff ’s Dispatch have Manatee Animal Services 
en route for the raccoon. Case clear.

Keys in the condo
8:51 p.m.
Officer Nazareno was dispatched to the 6700 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a citizen 

assist call for a lockout. Upon arrival, Officer Nazareno made contact with the resident who 
advised that her and her husband locked their keys in the apartment and had left the second 
floor sliding door unlocked. Officer Nazareno was unable to access the second floor sliding 
door and advised the resident to contact a locksmith. Case clear.

Feb. 20
Traffic

12:11 p.m.
Officer Miklos responded to the 3700 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to heavy 

traffic. Upon arrival, Officer Miklos concluded the traffic was part of the FDOT construction 
projects, which the town of Longboat Key was aware of. Case clear.

Feb. 21
Disturbance

12:44 p.m.
Officer Swinford was dispatched to Cedar Court in reference to a disturbance. Complainants 

advised construction equipment was blocking the roadway. Upon his arrival, Officer Swinford 
saw there was no equipment blocking the roadway. Officer Swinford spoke with individuals 

present at the construction sight. Officer Swinford advised 
them just to always have at least one lane of travel in the 
roadway open. No issues to be addressed at this time.

Parking
6:14 p.m.
Officer Ferrigine responded to Broadway for a parking 

complaint. Upon his arrival, Officer Ferrigine spoke to the 
complaint and the issue was resolved with the restaurant 
with parking on the sidewalks. Case clear.

Feb. 22
Vehicle registration

10:00 a.m.
Officer Pescuma was dispatched to Spanish Drive South in reference to a VIN verification. 

Officer Pescuma came into contact with a man who advised her father was selling vehicle 
and was registering the vehicle in Indiana. The Dodge Caravan was checked through ELVIS 
confirmed registration which expired April 2023. The proper paperwork was filled out and 
returned. Case clear.

Civil disturbance
7:15 p.m.
Officer Ramsaier and Sgt. Butler were dispatched to Longboat Club Road for a call of a civil 

disturbance. Upon arrival, Officer Ramsaier was met by the complainant who stated she asked 
an unknown man to leave the beach because it was private property and the man told her to 
get out of his face. There were no threats made in the presence of officers. Attached is a map 
of property line showing the property line. The Code Enforcement confirmed, via Longboat 
Police Department, the only part of the property that is private is the grass leading up to the 
edge of the sand. The complainant stated the individual they are in a dispute which was outside 
of the grass area and onto the beach. According to the code enforcement map this individual 
was on a public beach. Case clear.

Suspicious person
7:46 p.m.
Sgt. Butler while on patrol, was stopped by residents on Gulfside Road who stated that a 

suspicious person was hanging around vehicles parked in the beach access handicap parking. 
Upon arrival, Sgt. Butler observed a man and woman while walking around vehicles. A consen-
sual encounter was made and the individuals stated they were picking up garbage on the beach. 

Feb. 23
Car open

3:04 a.m.
Sgt. Montfort while on patrol in the area of North Shore Road, observed a red Toyota 

SUV with its rear hatch open. The vehicle was bearing an Iowa license plate. Sgt. Montfort 
approached the vehicle and observed an array of different items. Moreover, Sgt. Montfort 
looked through the front window to see no items had been disturbed. Additionally, Sgt. 
Montfort checked numerous other vehicles in the area which all appeared secured. Sgt. 
Montfort returned to the vehicle and subsequently secured the rear hatch. Officer Ferrigine 
arrived and the officers conducted an area canvass of Greer Island with negative results. It 
appeared the registered owner of the vehicle may have forgotten to secure the rear hatch. A 
business card was placed under the windshield wiper requesting a call back. Case clear.

pd by CSTF



www.lbknews.com Friday, February 23, 2024  Page 11

See Letters, page 15

Letters, from page 8

Editor Letters
from middle of the island can sometimes take over an hour to 
get to go to one of the bridges. There has to be a remedy to 
this solution, bus, train, boat, ferry something. My employees 
and staff that I work with all say they looking for jobs off the 
island as it’s too hard to get to work on time in the afternoons 
or it takes too long to get off. 

Regarding this letter, the Town Commission approved the 
Floodplain Management Ordinance in January.  FEMA is 
behind in their paperwork and should not have sent the letter 
that they did as we are waiting on them. We are compliant.

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Traffic solution
To: Cam Wig
Thank you for your email regarding traffic, it frustrates us 

all.  Can you please identify yourself and your business?
Debra Williams
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key
 

Form 6 Litigation Solicitation
To: Longboat Key Town Commission
Attached is the latest information from the attorneys 

pursuing the Form 6 litigation.  They circulated a list of all 
municipal resignations relating to the Form 6 filing require-
ment.  The resignation of former Town Commissioner Debbie 
Murphy is reflected in the circulated spreadsheet.

Maggie D. Mooney
Town Attorney
Town of Longboat Key
 

Form 6 Litigation Solicitation
To: Longboat Key Town Commission
Attached to this email is a second email from the law firm 

of Weiss Serota providing a copy of the two (2) lawsuits they 
recently filed on behalf of multiple municipal officials and 26 
cities relating to the Form 6 obligation. The (2) lawsuits were 
filed in federal and circuit courts and request declaratory and 
injunctive relief.

The law firm representing the plaintiffs in these cases is 
indicating that other plaintiff(s) may still be added into the 
litigation.  They have included proposed resolutions for con-
sideration should other cities wish to participate. 

I am forwarding this recent email to the Town Commission 
for information purposes.  My recommendation and the Town 
Manager’s recommendation regarding the Town’s involvement 
in this litigation has not changed.  We do not recommend that 
the Town Commission participate in this lawsuit.

If any of you want to discuss this proposal and our recom-
mendation, please feel free to reach out directly to either Tip 
or me.

Maggie D. Mooney

Town Attorney
Town of Longboat Key
 

Form 6 Litigation Solicitation 
To: Longboat Key Commission
Yesterday, I received an email that was sent to all Florida 

City Attorneys from a local government law firm that is solic-
iting municipal clients for a lawsuit to declare the new law 
that requires municipal officials to file a Form 6 disclosure 
[pursuant to section 112.144(1)(d), Florida Statutes]  uncon-
stitutional and invalid.   If successful, the proposed lawsuit 
would seek to enjoin enforcement of the law.

The law firm that is advancing this proposal would: (1) 
require the adoption of a resolution in a form similar to the 
one attached, (2) seek a $10,000 flat fee payment from each 
municipal client for the litigation services, and (3) require 
waivers of conflicts of interest associated with the law firm’s 
representation of multiple municipal clients in this action.

Tip and I have discussed this proposal and the Town’s 
potential participation in litigation; while intriguing, neither 
of us recommend that the Town participate.  One of several 
reasons is due to the fact that the Town Commission is mov-
ing forward later this month (on 1/22/24)  with an appoint-
ment to the 1 Commission seat vacancy that occurred due to 
the Form 6 requirement.  

Despite our recommendation, Tip and I agreed that for-
warding this communication and initiative to the Town 
Commission for information purposes was important.  At this 

time, I have not heard whether other surrounding cities in our 
region are considering participating in this action. 

If any of you want to discuss this proposal and our recom-
mendation, please feel free to reach out directly to either Tip 
or me.

Maggie D. Mooney
Town Attorney
Town of Longboat Key

Grants Coordinator- Contact 
Information

To: Longboat Key Grants Coordinator
Thank you Kalee great job yesterday. Your effort is certainly 

helping to accomplish our goals.  
Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Grants Coordinator- Contact 
Information

To: Longboat Key Town Commission
Good morning Commissioners, I wanted to follow up 

my presentation with an email so everyone has my contact 
information below.

I appreciated all your comments and suggestions and will 
begin working on those soon. Please don’t hesitate to reach 
out if needed.

PO Box 8001
 Longboat Key, FL 34228

941-387-2200 
www.lbknews.com

Steve Reid, Editor & Publisher 
sreid@lbknews.com

Associate Publisher
Melissa Reid

Columnists
Susan Goldfarb, Sig Hermansen, 
Greg Rusovich, Blake Fleetwood 

Sales
Lillian Sands
Steve Reid

ads@lbknews.com

Graphic Production
Dottie Rutledge



Page 12     Friday, February 23, 2024 The News

Give the Gift of Tennis Lessons
AFFORDABLE - PROFESSIONAL - DOWNTOWN SARASOTA

Give your children or grandchildren professional tennis instruction
 at the City of Sarasota’s Payne Park.

Foam Ball: 
Ages 4 to 6, Tuesdays 4 to 5 p.m. kids learn proper contact and 
swing using soft foam tennis balls to develop confidence. $20

Red Ball: 
Ages 6 to 10, Tuesdays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on , preparation, foot 
work, hand-eye coordination and contact. $20

10 And Under High Performance: 
Mondays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on biomechanics, technique, footwork, 
agility, shot-making and rallying. $20

Middle and High School Tennis Prep: 
Wednesdays 4 to 6 p.m. complete tennis training to bring the game 
to a match-ready level. $30

Individual Junior lessons $60 per hour.

Sherry ‘Nef’ Price is a USPTR certified professional. She played at IMG and Division 1 College.
Call Payne Park Tennis center at 941-263-6641 to schedule.

Payne Park Tennis Center, 2050 Adams Lane, Downtown Sarasota, 34237

SELL YOUR CAR!
Fast • Easy • Safe
We Come To You

Call or text now for
INSTANT CA$H

941-270-4400
HoHoBuysCars.com

Over 200 5-Star Reviews

MATTHEW EDLUND, MD
Guest Writer
edlund@lbknews.com

People hate insects.  They bite, snap, sting, and kill.  Perhaps the most hated animal on the 
planet is the mosquito, despised for bringing malaria, dengue fever, sleeping sickness and a 
host of other fatal and disfiguring diseases.  The most frightening sci-fi film monsters from 
“Alien” to “Starship Troopers” are giant, intelligent insectoids.  Whether it’s the ticks bringing 
Lyme Disease or the vicious black flies of the north woods, lots of us would be happy to see 
insects gone. The problem is, we might be, too.

Insects are a large part of the animal biomass of our planet.  They are crucial to our survival 
in many ways, particularly as pollinators.  People are vaguely aware than pollinating bees, 
necessary to so many of our crops, have been dying or disappearing in large numbers.  They 
are less aware than many other insects are pollinators.  Without these pollinators, crops don’t 
grow.

And they are disappearing, too.  A recent study out of northwest Germany from the Krefeld 
Entomological Society found that in the period of 1989 to 2013, the biomass of insects fell 
76%.  The Krefeld Entomological Society has been studying, collecting, researching insect 
populations since 1905.  

They were surprised when traps set in 1989 in nature reserves – protected areas of wood-
lands, meadows, forests and marsh generally adjacent to farms and sometimes fallow lands of 
farms themselves, demonstrated  massive declines in biomass populations through 2013.  So 
they checked many sites, 63 all told.  They checked them in summer and winter, at expected 

The new canaries in our coal mine
 The problem is that we don’t know really know why insect populations are declining so rapidly.

peak and depressed popula-
tion times.

Insects kill many pests that 
human despise.  And moths, 
butterflies, and flies may be 
as important for pollination 
as bees, whose marked decline 
is increasingly blamed on the 
behavior changing effects of 
neonicotinoid  insecticides.

The bigger problem is that 
we don’t know really know 
why insect populations are 
declining so rapidly.

It’s hard to understand what 
losing three quarters of a pop-
ulation does to the world.  So 
try this experiment: a three 
quarters population decline in 
the United States from 1989 
to 2014.

The decline would not be completely even.  Sparsely populated areas like central Nevada 
might  not see the precipitous declines that occur in large cities.  But if we were to extrapolate 
from the insect data, the largest part of the decline would occur in the first 13 years.

Imagine your hometown with three quarters of the population gone.  Who would be the 
pediatricians?  The hairdressers?  Who would teach the few children left?

With these kind of population shifts, “downsizing” would not automatically create  smaller, 
functional communities.  The basic glue of the economy and society would be gone. The most 
likely result would be chaos.

Indeed, such catastrophic population decreases have only occurred in modern times as the 
result of near genocidal wars.  But even conflicts like WWII did not produce anything like the 
devastation now going on in animal populations.

And humans are very mobile.  If areas are still ecologically sustainable, humans move in, 
often from far afield. Devastated Germany and Russia saw their populations expand following 
the war.

That is not happening with animal populations worldwide.  Many species are going extinct, 
disappearing altogether.

So for us, the insects are the canaries in our coal mine.  Indeed, canaries are probably suffer-
ing – populations of German birds are way down, too.  In 1948 there were about 2.5 billion 
people on Earth.  Now there are more than three times as many.  Our industrial and food 
footprints are much longer.

Magical thinking won’t help us this time. It will be much harder to feed us if the insects are 
gone.
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Building a basic wine cellar 
doesn’t have to involve dig-
ging and new construction. 
Only a fortunate few have the 
resources required to build 
and stock an authentic wine 
cellar. Better to begin small 
with a refrigerator or wine 
cooler and a simple wine rack. 
Put the money into wines 
instead of containers.

We keep very few wines 
more than a year. If you need 
one of the wines that improve 
after more than a year in the 
bottle, presumably stored 
reclined at a constant temperature between 35 and 60 F, buy 
a bottle from a wine retailer or on the web. You’ll be able to 
return it or ask for a refund if it’s spoiled.

A basic wine cellar doesn’t have to do more than optimize 
buying of wine. When you see a bargain price of a wine that 
you like or would like to try, buy it and hold it uniil the right 
time to drink it.

We often stock wines in groupings related to foods. Looking 
forward a month or more, we envision the foods of the season 
that we plan to enjoy. The types of food depend on our tastes, 
preferences, and, and of course, budgets.

A bottle or two of wines in each of these categories, if rel-
evant to your preferences, will set the stage for easy and enjoy-
able wine and food pairings

For Appetizers or as an Apéritif
A wine with a tray of nibbles or bite-sized pieces of veggies 

helps break the ice at a gathering and encourages interactions 
among guests. A dry sparkling wine bottle chilled in a freezer 
until cold to the touch (check after 15 minutes) will perk up 
most guests. A bottle of crisp white or rose’ wine can stay in 
the refrigerator (not freezer) until the time comes to serve it. 
The 2022 Susano Balboa Wines ‘Crios’ Torrontes ($12) from 
Cafayate, Argentina, has a sweet aromatic scent and a clean 

WineTimes

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

Invest in wine over overwrought storage methods
Building a basic wine cellar doesn’t have to involve digging and new construction.

peach and citrus acidity that blends lovingly with veggie and 
fruit tastes. 

                                                                                        
With Finfish and Shellfish

For lighter finfish, scallops, crab, and shrimp dishes, we 
recommend a clean, crisp, and acidic white  wine with enough 
acidity to add citrus and and starfruit tastes yet remain in the 
background. The Chateau La Graviere Bordeaux Blanc of 
equal parts Sauvignon Blanc and Semillon brings out subtle 
flavors of food from the sea, lake, or river. Enjoy this classic 
French wine at a price of $12. 

With Vegetarian Dishes
Hearty casseroles of various combinations of roasted pota-

toes, corn, carrots, squash, turnips, beets, beans, eggplant, 
broccoli, cauliflower, onions, peppers, or greens deserve a 
white wine with depth. The 2022 Pine Ridge Chenin Blanc-
Viognier ($12) combines the clean and dry tastes of a Chenin 
Blanc with the honey and fruit tastes of the Viognier.  

With Bird,Veal, Pork, Sausages
For lighter meats, we immediately think of Pinot Noir. 

Unfortunately a fine Pinot Noir would blow the budget. 
A Gamay wine such as a Beaujolais would in an earlier era 
proven a good choice, but today the prices of better Beaujolais 
have moved out of the bargain class. Instead, we opt for a wine 
grape that California winemakers billed as a Gamay for years 
until DNA testing revealed it as another, quite obscure variety. 

License No. 2425. The Florida Commission for Independant 
Education. Accreditation www.ACAHM.org

Classics Integrated with
Traditional Chinese Medicine®

Are You Ready for a
Career Change?

Classics Integrated with

Acupuncture &
Chinese Medicine

Earn a Master’s Degree in

Gainesville & Bradenton, FL
for more information:

info@dragonrises.edu 
(800) 606-6685

Dragon Rises College
of Oriental Medicine

TM

 www.dragonrises.edu

The 2022 J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines Wildflower Valdiguie’ 
($12) serves well as a lighter red wine that complements 
lighter meat dishes. 

With Lamb and Beefsteak
Savory red meats call for big red Bordeaux, a California 

Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon, or an Australian Shiraz. 
The better versions of these wines unfortunatel have price tags 
well ouside what we are hoping to find for a basic wine cellar. 
We would opt for a worthy substitute, the Alexander Valley 
Cabernet ($19). This big red wine comes from a region with 
a growing reputation for refined red wines. It has the mature 
tannins and savory tastes that Cabernet Sauvignon lovers pre-
fer to pair with rare beefsteaks and lamb chops. 

With Cheese or For and With Desserts
A half bottle of an ice wine costs more per ounce than the 

other wines in a basic wine cellar but should be savored in 
small doses with rich cheeses and desserts. The 2021 Duck 
Walk Vidal Blanc Ice Wine ($19 375ML) comes from late 
harvest grapes frozen on the vines. The grapes have a high 
concentration of sugars and intense flavors.

The selections recommended for a basic wine cellar will cost 
around $86 if bought at retail prices, perhaps a bottle or two 
at a time. We trust that you will expand your cellar gradually 
and replace bottles that you enjoy with similar wines. 

S. W. Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data 
science and epidemiology to help develop research databases for 
the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department 
of Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited 
premier vineyards and taste wines from major appellations in 
California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from 
Tuscany and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in 
Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale in Australia, and the 
Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between 
residences in Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle 
in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restau-
rant shortly after graduating from college with a degree in 
Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experi-
ence in the food and wine industry. Family and friends rate him 
as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He lives in 
Severna Park, Maryland.
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Steff's Stuff
5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE

IN THE CENTRE SHOPS   •  941.383.1901
OPEN WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 10:00 - 4:00 

SteffsStuffLBK.com

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES
ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY 

Business Directory

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM
FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED
Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

ADVERTISE WITH MONEY MAILER OF SARASOTA, CALL 941-536-5109
281-14-0174/007

SLEEP KING
DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

941-922-5271 • Toll Free 800-265-9124
1901 Hansen St. • Sarasota, FL
(1 Block South of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom)

www.SleepKing.net

Same
Day

Delivery

Come in 
for a FREE 

2-Hour 
Nap!Since

1972

NEVER KNOWINGLY UNDERSOLD!

Authorized
Dealer

CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE*

$200OFF $300OFF FREE
2 PILLOWS & A 

CAN OF SARDINES
Expires 4-30-11 Expires 4-30-11

With purchase of mattress or set.
Expires 4-30-11

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 • SAT 8:30–6:00 • SUN 11:00–5:00
• 30 Day Comfort Exchange  • Removal and Set Up
• Quality, Value and Service
• Discount Prices on Adjustable Beds
• Locally Owned and Operated - LBK residents

BAY RD

HANSEN ST

BEE RIDGE
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SLEEP 
KING

N

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
SLEEP KING

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
SLEEP KING

Free Removal and Set Up
  

ADVERTISE WITH MONEY MAILER OF SARASOTA, CALL 941-536-5109
281-14-0174/007

SLEEP KING
DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

941-922-5271 • Toll Free 800-265-9124
1901 Hansen St. • Sarasota, FL
(1 Block South of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom)

www.SleepKing.net

Same
Day

Delivery

Come in 
for a FREE 

2-Hour 
Nap!Since

1972

NEVER KNOWINGLY UNDERSOLD!

Authorized
Dealer

CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE*

$200OFF $300OFF FREE
2 PILLOWS & A 

CAN OF SARDINES
Expires 4-30-11 Expires 4-30-11

With purchase of mattress or set.
Expires 4-30-11

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 • SAT 8:30–6:00 • SUN 11:00–5:00
• 30 Day Comfort Exchange  • Removal and Set Up
• Quality, Value and Service
• Discount Prices on Adjustable Beds
• Locally Owned and Operated - LBK residents
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SLEEP KING SLEEP KING

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 | SAT 8:30-6:00 | SUN 11:00-6:00
941-922-5271                     www.SleepKing.net
1901 Hansen St • Sarasota, FL  
(1 Block south of Bee Ridge Off  41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom

ADVERTISE WITH MONEY MAILER OF SARASOTA, CALL 941-536-5109
281-14-0174/007

SLEEP KING
DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

941-922-5271 • Toll Free 800-265-9124
1901 Hansen St. • Sarasota, FL
(1 Block South of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom)

www.SleepKing.net

Same
Day

Delivery

Come in 
for a FREE 

2-Hour 
Nap!Since

1972

NEVER KNOWINGLY UNDERSOLD!

Authorized
Dealer

CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE*

$200OFF $300OFF FREE
2 PILLOWS & A 

CAN OF SARDINES
Expires 4-30-11 Expires 4-30-11

With purchase of mattress or set.
Expires 4-30-11

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 • SAT 8:30–6:00 • SUN 11:00–5:00
• 30 Day Comfort Exchange  • Removal and Set Up
• Quality, Value and Service
• Discount Prices on Adjustable Beds
• Locally Owned and Operated - LBK residents
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SLEEP KING SLEEP KING

FREE
2-HOUR

NAP!

FREE
SAME DAY
DELIVERY

DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

Cortez Bait & Seafood 
Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters • Shrimp • Clams

Fish Spread • Smoked Mullet
Tues-Sat: 10 AM to 6 PM  •  Sun-Mon: 11AM to 6 PM       

Located 2 blocks south of Cortez Road 941.794.1547
CortezSeafoodMarket.com

                  4528 119th St. West, Cortez

SEE US ON FACEBOOK

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
12110 Cortez Road West

Cortez, FL
941.794.1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS 

484-889-8991  • menshaircutsarasota.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers 

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

4528 119th Street West |Cortez | FL
In Historic Cortez Village

•  Waterfront dining
•  Fresh local seafood
•  Entertainment

www.swordfi shgrillcortez.com

Happy Hour 
DAILY

4 p.m. - 6 p.m.
 941.798.2035

L  ved againL  
Boutique

Upscale Women’s Consignment Store
4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8

Sarasota, FL 34231
941.702.8159

MENTION AD FOR 15% DISCOUNT
EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS

AcuMedFL.com  •  KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
2953 Bee Ridge Road • Sarasota, FL 34239

941.250.6911

• Acupuncture

• Injection Therapy

• Herbology

• Homeopathy

• Massage

MASSAGE & 
FACIAL REJUVENATION

CPA
Taxes and Accounting

941-387-0926

Art Ready To Hang
Sale5370 #202 

GMD
Bob and Mary are @

 5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr

DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN 2

0
0
0

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

387-9807

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

Come in with us  —
support a local salon and 

avoid traffic. 

Celebrating 26 years
 on the island!

ads@Lbknews.com 
941.387.2200

Fresh Air
       and
Exercise?

     Scan For Free
Legacy Trail Guide

LEIGHTON ALLENBY
REALTOR®

239.537.4563
LAllenby@gmail.comwww.LeightonAllenby.com

LONGBOAT KEY • SARASOTA
LAKEWOOD RANCH

Assisting Buyers, Sellers, and Investors in 
navigating the dynamic real estate market

(941) 284-9563
  Erinn Earth, Owner/Operator

Haircuts
Color

Highlights
Treatments

Ayurvedic Scalp 
Massage

200 Central Ave  •  Suite 18  •  Downtown Sarasota

Health Is Wealth

BOOK NOW AT:  hairandearth.glossgenius.com

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

200 Central Ave.
Suite 11

941.297.8991 
www.menshaircustsarasota.com

Professional men’s barber services.
At our salon or at your residence 

on Longboat or Lido Key.
Call or text for appointments.

www.menshaircutssarasota.com
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Letters, from page 11

Ads that work... ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

Ads that work... 
ads@Lbknews.

com or 
941.387.2200

KeyCrossword
Kalee Shaberts
Grants Coordinator
Town of Longboat Key

Underground Project: Phase 
2 Demolition beginning 

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard 
Tipton

I am pleased to report that FPL’s pole 
removal contractor, IRBY Construction, is 
on the island disconnecting power lines and 
removing overhead transformers in Phase 2.  
These pictures below are along North Shore 
Road.  They began some work yesterday 
along Broadway Street as well.

Isaac Brownman
Director Public Works
Town of Longboat Key 

Green space is needed
To: Sarasota City Commissioner Liz Alpert
The little rant you gave at the end of the 

meeting last night and the overuse of “vilify” 
compels me to write.  You do not or refuse to 
understand the importance and value in green 
space in our city. Did you know we exist with 
a formula of green space per population? And 
we are less  than approved amount although 
Bobby Jones acres will help.

Do you not understand the extreme dol-
lar value of our parks like Payne and Ken 
Thompson parks?  Two of the most valuable 
properties owned by the city with Lido Beach 
the most valuable!

You lack institutional memory when you 
consistently berate citizens who protested the 
Sarasota Symphony at Payne. My commis-
sion and those following spent millions to 
close the old city trailer park, move or replace 
those who needed financial assistance, paid 
big bucks to remove old sewer and water lines 
and refurbish the land for safe use. A lot of 
money came from Local Option Sales Tax 
dollars, a commitment for a park…. not to 
‘give away’ 9 acres to a for-profit entity that 
does not expressly serve our city residents.  It 
took years and millions of dollars to reclaim 
that damaged land and create a beautiful 
green space.  Undoubtedly you did not have 
that history in mind last night when you vili-
fied me and past commissioners who devoted 
a lot of money to the park development. Do 
you not recall the potential demand by the 
Payne family to take back their gift?

Do you not know it is always about 
money$$ …..a Free Land gimme!

Re: your additional vilification about ‘you 
people who stand in the way’ of free land 
giveaway for profit I am thinking you referred 
to KT park,  another situation of your failure 
to have institutional memory.  Years ago Mote 
built a small research facility and morphed 
into a moneymaking event space demand-
ing more and more land for their coffers as a 
not for profit. My commission turned down 
their last request to take more park space and 
declared a policy of no more commercial enti-
ties in KT Park.

Somehow you fail to realize the importance 
of parkland to a community. You forced the 
RIDE group to go to the Prep board keeping 
their commercialization open for discussion 
when you could/should have said ‘No Way.’

I do not understand why you do not under-
stand.

As an aside, you vilified me with a poor 
and incorrect response to my letter re plan-
ning dept by saying I ‘attacked staff‘ when 
every word and question in my letters was 
absolutely verifiable.  The staff does work for 
you and for citizens like me.

You chose not to cause an investigation to 
the hoax of the gorilla mess caused by one 
of your own, your apology to CityPAC was 

weak, you didn’t invite the others to partici-
pate and you failed in causing an administra-
tive  investigation the possibility of which you 
were twice apprised. To say I am disgusted is 
too little.

Mollie Cardamone
Sarasota

Green Space is needed
To: Mollie Cardamone
My point was not whether any of those 

projects was good or bad for the city. My 
point was we can object to them without 
vilifying the person who brought the project. 
But I was mostly referring to the treatment 
of people who come before the Commission. 
They should be treated with respect, no mat-
ter who they are. However, the tendency to 
vilify anyone we don’t agree with is my bigger 
point. People should not expect that if they 
appear before the Commission and propose 
an idea or state a view that they will become 

the subject of derision, persecution, and 
humiliation.

It is interesting that you would criticize 
that I had the courage to apologize to CityPac 
because I thought it was the right thing to do. 
I have not prevented anyone else from doing 
the same. As far as the investigation, I was 
informed that we did not have the author-
ity to do so because there was no evidence 
of a crime. At the meeting was the first time 
I heard that there could be an administra-
tive investigation. However, that would not 
accomplish what you think it would. I will 
have Pat Robinson contact you to explain.

Liz Alpert
Mayor
City of Sarasota

 



Page 16     Friday, February 23, 2024 The News

REAL ESTATE BY REAL EXPERTS 
NO REALTOR HAS EVER LISTED OR SOLD MORE LONGBOAT KEY PROPERTIES

Bruce@BruceMyer.com  •  941.376.5311  •  www.BruceMyer.com

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250  •   LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

SCAN FOR MORE

LIDO SHORES • 1130 CENTER PLACE  •  SARASOTA, FL •  $1,999,000 
13,000 SQ. FT. +/- Lot   • In the iconic Sarasota school of architecture enclave  

3080 GRAND BAY BLVD., #532 • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $849,000
2BR/2BA • Golf course, and Sarasota Bay views

3060 GRAND BAY BLVD., #153 • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $1,799,000
3BR/3.5BA • 2,550 SF • Full floor • Direct Bay views

SCAN FOR MORE

415 L’AMBIANCE DR., #D206  • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $2,995,000
3BR.3,5BA  •  2,820 SF  •  Gulf & Bay views • Walkdown to beachfront 

 

SCAN FOR MORE

3520 FAIR OAKS LANE • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $1,995,000 
3BR+DEN/3BA • 2,902 SF • Separate casita for guests

5757 GULF OF MEXICO DR.,# 102 • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $1,195,000
2BR/2BA • 1,561 SF  • First Level • Steps to the beach

SCAN FOR MORE

SCAN FOR MORE

551 PUTTER LANE • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $ 6,995,000
4BR+DEN+OFFICE/5.5BA  •  5,300 SF  •  Full Bay view • 2 Primary suites • 6-Car garage 

SCAN FOR MORE

2110 HARBOURSIDE DR., #514 •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  $1,375,000
2BR+DEN/2BA  •  2,031 SF  • Walk-down to Bay • Covered parking space

SCAN FOR MORE

700 HIDEAWAY BAY LANE  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL •  $3,295,000  
3BR/3.5BA • 3,306 SF • Waterfront • Easy access to bay

486 E. ROYAL FLAMINGO DRIVE  •  SARASOTA, FL  •  $3,995,000  
3BR+DEN/3BA • 3,854 SF • 3-Car Garage • Built in 2014

3460 MISTLETOE LANE •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL •  $2,225,000  
3BR+DEN+OFFICE/3.5BA • 2,831 SF  •  Direct Bayfront

SCAN FOR MORE

SCAN FOR MORE

1065 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #10-402  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL •  $949,000
2BR/2BA • 1,392 SF • Updated • Furnished • Covered parking space 

SCAN FOR MORE

JUST LISTED

  BRUCE MYER
    REAL ESTATE GROUP

SCAN FOR MORE

540 BIRD KEY DRIVE  •  SARASOTA, FL •  $1,695,000
3BR.2BA  •  1,924 SF  •  Best value on Bird Key

SCAN FOR MORE

518 BAYPORT WAY  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  $830,000  
2BR/2BA  •  1,601 SF  •  Private setting  •  Open floor plan  •  Steps to the beach

SCAN FOR MORE

JUST LISTED

1485 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #209  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  $1,625,000
Direct Gulf front • Furnished corner residence • 2BR/2.5BA • 1,839 SF

SCAN FOR MORE

JUST LISTED

2016 HARBOURSIDE DR., #327  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  $ 1,025,000
2BR/2BA • 1,442 SF  •  Corner residence • Direct Bay front • Covered parking

SCAN FOR MORE

JUST LISTED

NEW PRICE
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