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First Graduates  
of UPNG
A total of 58 students commenced 

studies in the first preliminary year of 

the University of Papua New Guinea in 

1966. Many of these men and women 

went on to become important leaders 

in an independent Papua New Guinea. 





UPNG & ANU
bung wantaim 
long planti yia!

UPNG v ANU (1968)
In 1968 students from the ANU visited 

Waigani to play a friendly match 

with students of the University of 

Papua and New Guinea at University 

oval. A great deal of fundraising 

and organizing went into this first 

intervarsity game between the two 

universities. UPNG celebrated victory 

over the tourists with a win of 11 – 8.
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UPNG campus 1966
The physical appearance of UPNG has 

changed greatly over the decades. Early 

images and descriptions reveal humble 

beginnings. Initial problems included 

overcoming mosquitoes and providing 

student accommodation. Early lectures 

were held in converted sheds and stables 

at the June Valley Showground. At the 

ANU, the opening of the new university 

campus at Waigani was covered by the 

student newspaper, Woroni.
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ANU staff 
involvement at UPNG
ANU staff have taught at the University 

of Papua New Guinea since 1966. They 

have set exams, mentored students, 

delivered lectures and attended 

graduation ceremonies. Many visits have 

been made by UPNG staff and students 

to the ANU. Life-long friendships have 

developed as staff and students at the 

ANU and UPNG have worked together 

and enjoyed each other’s company. 
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The Hugh Stevenson 
Collection at the 
Michael Somare 
Library of UPNG 
The Hugh Stevenson Collection 

of contemporary PNG art was 

bequeathed to UPNG in February 

1984. It includes over 250 paintings, 

sculpture, drawing, images, books and 

documents. Since 2008, staff from the 

Australian National University and the 

National Museum of Australia have 

collaborated with staff from the  

Michael Somare Library UPNG to 

document and conserve the collection. 

July and November 2014 was a difficult 

time as two key members of the 

project, the late Mrs Josepha Kapa 

and Mr Raymond Sirae passed on, one 

after the other. This poster is dedicated 

to their memory and is a testament to 

their outstanding achievement on the 

Hugh Stevenson Collection.
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Archaeology and 
Natural History 
collaborations 
The ANU and UPNG have had a long-

standing relationship with archaeology 

and natural history research in Papua 

New Guinea. Recent projects have 

focused on the archaeology and 

environmental change on the Owen 

Stanley Range (Kosipe and Kokoda), 

Kutubu and Tari (Oilsearch project), 

Wahgi Valley (Kuk Swamp), the 

Saruwaged Range and Gulf Province. 

Research reports have been published 

and deposited with the National 

Museum of Papua New Guinea and 

the National Research Institute. 

Future projects include staff teaching 

exchanges, training in technical 

specialist equipment at the ANU and 

student exchanges.



Professor Maev

O’Collins worked at

UPNG for 20 years

From 1972 – 1989 Professor Maev

O’Collins helped to establish and taught

in the social work program at UPNG. She

was appointed Professor of the

Department of Anthropology and

Sociology at UPNG in 1979 and received

an MBE in 1987 for her services and

dedication to education. Her research

focused on social planning and policy,

youth, law and order and political issues

in PNG. When Maev left PNG, she moved

to Canberra, where she was an honorary

visiting fellow in the Department of

Political and Social Change at the

Australian National University 

until her passing in 2021.



 

A revitalised

relationship

 

The partnership between ANU and

UPNG was recently revitalised by

the visit of ANU Vice Chancellor

Brian Schmidt to UPNG in 2023 to

sign a new MOU between the two

universities. Visits by academic

leaders of both institutions, and the

annual flagship ANU-UPNG PNG

Update, ensure that the relationship

today is as dynamic and vibrant as

it has ever been.



Strengthening public

policy and economics

research and education

The partnership between the UPNG School of

Business and Public Policy and ANU Crawford

School of Public Policy has gone from strength to

strength over the last decade.

With Australian Government funding, the partnership

has strengthened undergraduate and postgraduate

teaching and research at UPNG by placing Australian

and International lecturers in-country, while offering

scholarships for the top economics students in

Papua New Guinea to earn their Masters degrees at

ANU and return home to become lecturers. 

The partnership has also developed a home-grown

postgraduate program, the UPNG Masters in

Economic and Public Policy (MEPP), which

commenced in 2017. 

Lecturers in the two schools have collaborated on a

range of research on key economic, social and

development issues, and have published books,

reports and hundreds of blog posts.
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