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08y City seeks to add spark

back into St. Armands

Battie told the commission they need to have a serious
conversation about the resiliency of the circle and
consider creating a master plan.

At a City of Sarasota Commission
meeting on Nov. 18, Commissioner
Kyle Battie asked the group to con-
sider a possible master plan for St.
Armands Circle.

Battie said the weekend prior to
the meeting, he rode his bike to the
circle and saw the sad reality of the
area.

“There’s like no energy or vibra-
tion out there. You know, all of that
is lost. I know a lot of us are still
recovering from the storm, I know
I am. I'm still doing that and plas-
tic bags. My neighbor won’t even
be coming back to her house. You
know, so, um, it’s devastating,” said
Battie.

Battie told the commission they
need to have a serious conversation about the resiliency of
the circle and consider creating a master plan like what they
are doing for the downtown area. He said only half of the
stores are open and many of the mom-and-pop shops won’t
reopen.

“That is, you know, our economic and tourism engine,
you know, in this city,” said Battie. “It’s devastating to see what those people are going through.”
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Secur-All Insurance was a top sponsor of the 2024 Longboat Key Firefighter’s
Association Golf Classic. Above is the the team that Secur-All’s Sandra Smith
assembled. Front row from left: Sandra Smith, Firefighter Zack Schield, Back
Row from left: Bob Rutland, Eileen Smith, Dan Basanger, Angie, Dr. James
Reed, Adam Smith, Karen Preston, Matt Kasten

Shore
leaving

St. Armands
citing floods
and City’s
lack of effort
“The lack of

urgency from the

city in addressing
the infrastructure
issues ...forced us
to reevaluate our
future here.”

Shore is leaving Sarasota follow-
ing floods at its St. Armands Circle
location and a lack of support and
planning from Sarasota City Hall.

“It’s been a challenging time for
us, especially given the extended
recovery process after the storm,”
Tom Leonard of Shore said in a
news release.

“The lack of urgency from the
city in addressing the infrastructure
issues — particularly the malfunc-
tioning pumps that led to standing
water remaining in the store for

See Shore, page 2

Longboat Key’s
Dry Dock

earns spot on
OpenTable’s
Best Restaurants

in America list

Dry Dock Waterfront Grill, a
seafood hotspot located at 412 Gulf
of Mexico Dr. in Longboat Key just
over the Skyway Bridge, has been
named one of OpenTable’s 100
Best Restaurants in America for
2024. This prestigious recognition
is based on glowing reviews from
diners nationwide, affirming Dry
Dock as a must-visit destination
worth the drive from St. Pete.

Situated at the southern end of
Longboat Key, the restaurant offers
views of Sarasota Bay from its sec-
ond-story dining area and dockside
patio. Known for its fresh local sea-
food, Dry DocKk’s signature dishes
include grouper and red snapper,
all served in a polished yet casual
setting.

Dry DocK’s reputation is reflected
in its reviews. Joining Tampa’s icon-
ic Bern’s Steak House, Dry Dock
Waterfront Grill solidifies its place
as one of the top dining experiences
on Floridas Gulf Coast. Whether
youre seeking fresh seafood, serene
waterfront views, or a relaxing get-
away, Dry Dock promises an unfor-
gettable meal.
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‘World’s Greatest Daredevil’ to receive circus honor

Elvin Bale will receive his own marker on the St.
Armands Circle’s Circus Ring of Fame on Feb. 8.

There, he will join such circus stars as animal trainer Gunther Gebel-Williams of Venice,
with whom he shared a special connection. Both were hired in 1968 by Irvin Feld, who had
just purchased The Greatest Show on Earth, the Ringling Bros. and Barnum &amp; Bailey
Circus that year.

Like Gebel-Williams, Bale would be a longtime resident of Venice. These days, Bale lives in
Pomello Park, 20 miles from Myakka City but he still owns property on East Venice Avenue.

In 1969, Gebel-Williams became the star of the original Ringling circus, and Bale, already
dubbed the “World’s Greatest Daredevil,” would perform an aerial act.

Bale had already perfected his famous heel catch finish on the flying trapeze — without a
net.

As an aerialist, Bale would perform before Pope John Paul II in the Vatican, Presidents
Kennedy, Nixon, Carter and Ford, and win Gold and Silver Clown awards from the Festival
International du Cirque de Monte Carlo and the Circus Oscar in Madrid, Spain.

“I won the Silver Clown in 1978 for the Wheel of Death,” he said. “Prince Ranier said the
Russian and Chinese judges would not vote for that act because it was only a carnival act.”

Bale became a friend of the Prince and was invited to judge in the 1990s, Bale said.

That Silver Clown was for his performance on the Wheel of Death. His wheel was 38 feet
long with a wheel at each end. As it revolved, he would walk around it, fall off but grab onto
it on the way down and sometimes perform while wearing a blindfold.

But Bale was not just an aerialist, despite the fact that he did things on the trapeze and wire
that simply werent done by many performers, at least not until Bale performed them.

Feld always wanted something new. Bale was always up for the challenge.

“I built a motorcycle,” he said. “As a kid, I practiced with everybody and anybody who
would let me.”

Bale said Feld referred to him as the “World’s Greatest Daredevil.” He did the act one to
three times a show, depending on the schedule.

In 1987, his performance career ended in Hong Kong. He had taken the canon to to Hong
Kong, where he performed as many as three shows in a day.

Always careful, he had a dummy he fired out of the canon on show days to test the power
needed.

On Jan. 8 that year, his assistants put the test dummy in the cannon and fired it. When the
dummy did not go as far as it was supposed to, he increased the power of the cannon, not
realizing that the dummy had been left outside and soaked up water when it rained, resulting
in a heavier dummy.

Because of that, he overshot the landing area of the net, ending up with two broken legs and
a broken back. He was in the hospital in Hong Kong for six months and was told he would
never walk again.

Back in Florida and determined to walk again, he had more months of rehabilitation.

He can walk with braces and crutches and he still “can drive everythining.” He currently
drives a Tesla but with hand controls.

On Feb. 8, he most likely will walk into the big red and white tent at Benderson Park, with
his leg braces and crutches but the world will know that nothing holds this Bale back.

And Bale is still in the circus business as vice president of Cole Brothers Circus.

Shore, from page 1

days after the storm — forced us to reevaluate our future here.”

The Leonard family will lease the building, which has housed its retail shop since 2008 and
upstairs restaurant since 2012, to Tommy Bahama, which recently announced it plans to open
a new combined restaurant, bar and retail space at the Shore location, at 465 John Ringling
Blvd., in February 2025. Shore will close Dec. 1.

Leonard said the aging infrastructure on St. Armands Circle made staying untenable. “While
we love this community, it’s clear that the city has a long way to go in terms of modernizing its
streets, sidewalks and drainage systems,” he said in the release. “We experienced firsthand the
frustration of waiting for repairs that should have been prioritized much sooner.”

Sarasota did experience unprecedented rainfall in August during Invest 90L, then within a
month was hit with 4-5 foot storm surge from Hurricanes Helene and Milton,

Shore plans to keep its Longboat Key location open.
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Longboat Key Showroom
By Appointment Only
5610 Gulf of Mexico Drive | Longboat Key, FL 34228

State Certified General Contractor (G-C-1531837

Serving Longboat Key, Lido Key, Bird Key and St. Armands
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YOU CREATE THE DREAM — WE CREATE THE REALITY
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Cook, Create, Celebrate: Your Kitchen Makeover Starts Here!

CKB has a team comprised of general contractors, designers, expert
carpenters, project management and more. We will bring your vision
to life from first conversation to job completion.

www.CreativeKitchenAndBaths.com
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The Pierre Condominiums

Full Condo & Home Remodeling

Custom & Semi-Custom Cabinetry | Custom Tile Work
Hardwood & LVP Floors | Solid Core Doors
Baseboards & Ceiling Molding/Trim

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

Sondse S | 941.383.3388

NEW LOCATION! VISIT US BEHIND THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - 5390 GULF OF MEXICO DR., STE. 105!
CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!
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Jules Mackie  Tracey Stetler

549 SLOOP LANE | LONGBOAT KEY
$3,900,000- Country Club Shores

4 Beds 5 Baths 4,127 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Tracey Stetler 941-266-9001

L

1212 CENTER PLACE | LIDO SHORES
$6,995,000 — New Construction

5 Beds 6 Baths 4750 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

SARASOTA
$2,275,000 - West of Trail

4 Beds 4 Baths 2,975 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Janet Coughlin 941-323-3736

1690 ARLINGTON STREET |

BIRD KEY - Sarasota’s premier residential
island and Yacht Club experience. Water

front homes from the $2 millions.
Call Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

Patrick DiPinto

5444 GULF OF MEXICO DR | LONGBOAT KEY

$6,900,000 - Bayfront 1.06 Acres

5 Beds, 5 Baths, 6,000 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Tracey Stetler 941-266.9001

PENDING SAL

1160 CENTER PLACE | LIDO SHORES
$5,499,000 — New Construction

4 Beds 5.5 Baths 4,000 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

6489 GULFSIDE ROAD | LONGBOAT KEY
$16,995,000 - Under Construction

4 Beds 5 Baths 6,614 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

109 N WARBLER LANE | BIRD KEY
$11,399,000 - Under Construction
4 Beds 5 Baths 5,292 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

Rene DiPinto Steven Moore

Janet Coughlin

569-571 CHANNEL LANE | LONGBOAT KEY
$1,050,000 - 2-Family Lot

1st floor storm damage/Repair/Rebuild

Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922

3621 SAN REMO TER | SARAOSTA
$9,750,000 — Under Construction

5 Beds 7 Baths 5,328 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

5440-5442 GULF OF MEXICO DR | LONGBOAT KEY
$6,900,000 - Vacant Land 2.08 Acres

Proposed for 7 Buildable Lots
Contact: Tracey Stetler 941-266.9001

4136 IGEL AVE | SIESTA KEY
$16,995,000 - SOLD!

5 Beds, 7 Baths, 8.964 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

| @THEDIPINTOGROUP
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Longboar Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboar Key, FL 34228. We also print

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Building Permit for Sheetrock/Drywall Repair

To: Longboat Key Commission

I apologize for this late addition to the 12/2 agenda, but since it concerns reducing the bur-
den on people working to repair hurricane damage, I have added this emergency ordinance to
the morning agenda. It is a pretty straightforward item and should only take a few minutes to
complete, however the benefits to both our residents and for staff are considerable. Thank you
for your understanding as we continue to find ways to help with recovery efforts.

Howard Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Building Permit for Sheetrock/Drywall Repair

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

As discussed, for distribution to Commissioners for the Dec. 2 Regular Meeting, is a (late)
agenda item intended to provide relief from what staff has determined to be a burdensome
and unnecessary building permit requirement. The agenda item is an Emergency Ordinance
(2024-14), which, may be considered by the Commission to be adopted in a single Reading in
accordance with Florida Statutes §166.041(3)(b), and pursuant to Article II, Section 17, of the
Town Charter (with the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the Town Commissioners).

The culpability for the item’s late timing (after the agenda has been distributed) is mine. The

HARRY’S FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
Harry’s Restaurant Specials

Best Brunch Daily - Special Libations
$10 Double Mimosas $8 Harry’s Bloody Marys
Half Price Happy Hour Drink Specials 3-6pm
Wine Down Every Day 25% Off Wine Bottles

Harry’s Deli Specials

Buy Two Entrees, Get a Free Dessert
Buy Two Soups, Get One Free!
25% OFF Retail Wine Every Day

Fresh Bakery | Take & Bake Entrees | Gourmet Sandwiches
Deli Salads | Homemade Soups | Party Specialties | Fine Wines

Holiday Parties at

Harry’s Restaurant
Private room available

Gift Certificates make the best gifts!

Catering Special

$475 Holiday Cocktail Party for 12
Pick-up I Delivery | Full Service

Breakfast | Brunch | Lunch | Dinner | Catering | Gourmet Deli & Bakery | Corner Store
www.HarrysKitchen.com * 5600 Gulf of Mexico Drive * 941-383-0777

gollow the locals L.

ous newly renovaled ding

00/

FEATURING:

* Live Maine Lobster
* Fresh Fish ¢ Gulf Shrimp

- Salads - Seafood Favorites
* Ribs, Burgers & More!

LALL IR

- Early Dining & Happy Hour
Mon -Sat 3:30 - 5:00

Open for In-House Dining & Take Out
Lunch: Mon - Sat 11:00AM - 2:30 PM
Dinner: Mon - Sat 3:30 - 9:00 PM

Online Ordering Available for Take-Out
AND Curbside Pick-Up!

2023

5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr.
(in the Centre Shops)

www.lazylobsteroflongboat.com
(941) 383-0440

solution to address this ongoing issue, via an ordinance change, was arrived at after a discussion
with Maggie this week. The quick thinking of Maggie and quick actions of Trish & Savannah
to assist with the preparation of the attached Emergency Ordinance will allow this item to be
considered this Monday, rather than waiting another month for potential permitting relief to
be provided. The attached memo explains the purpose of the Emergency ordinance.

Allen Parsons

Director Planning, Zoning & Building Department

Town of Longboat Key

Canals and tax impact

To: Longboat Key Commission

I have not been able to attend the meetings and make public comments this month and
wanted to share my thoughts.

I am thrilled we are finally getting to point of repairing our canal system. That said, I, like
others in the community, am concerned with the Commission voting on a new taxing district
without time for public discussion and processing.

The Commission held a workshop on how to structure taxation for canals (formation of
taxing districts) on Nov 12, immediately followed by a first reading that very same day. That
reading put the workshop discussion into formal action. Aren’t there usually 2 weeks between
these steps? Now we have a second reading and final vote on Dec 2. I know you are trying
to meet State deadlines but - a workshop to second reading in less than a month? That isn't
even enough time for our monthly LBK North meeting to have occurred, let alone the Town
to get any sort of substantive public dialogue.

Relatedly, I was surprised, during the canal tax workshop that you did not look at the
financial impacts to property owners more comprehensively. Tax amounts for a sampling of
properties were calculated to show you the impact of the new canal taxation structure, but you
should also be looking at data that depicts total taxes incurred by property owners for shoreline
management - canal taxation / assessment as well as beach re-nourishment taxation under the
current 80/20 formula.

Putting aside the issue of the speed at which the taxation districts were discussed and most
likely will be approved (given the 5-1 vote in favor during first reading), the Commission
should take the next 4-6 months to seriously look at the issue of financing shoreline manage-
ment in a way that both fixes the flaws in the 80/20 split for beach re-nourishment and allows
the Town to communicate to the public a consistent approach and set of principles for how
property taxes on the Key for shoreline management are decided and levied.

The Commission should determine how the districts and definitions that are being set up
for canal taxation ultimately should influence property owner taxes when it comes to beach
re-nourishment.

For example, if you believe abandoning the west and east side of the 80/20 GMD taxing
districts in favor of a full Key wide district to share in the cost of public waterways (in this
month’s case, the primary canals that surround the Key that provide “town wide benefit”) then
shouldn’t we be applying the same principles to the beaches? The same definitions for direct
benefits and shared/general benefits used for canals can be applied to beaches (e.g. beaches
where there is public access have a shared/general benefit).

You now have an opportunity to get in front of the upcoming beach re-nourishment discus-
sions and think holistically how we should approach funding for shoreline management of the
Key, which includes both the beachfront and waterways - in the most equitable way possible

See Letters, page 6

Growing in Jesus’ Name — Worship With Us at Our Church

‘ \ Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor
CHRIST CHURCH

Men's Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00
Women'’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00
OF LONGBOAT KEY
PRESBYTERIAN (U.S.A.)

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live:
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons or
www.christchurchoflbk.org (follow YouTube link)

Sweent Chroststimeas Cardate
THE SONG HEARD
AROUND THE WORLD

Sunday, December 8 at 10:00AM

Please join us on this journey of international carols and folk songs
that incorporate narration and scripture to share the Christmas story.
Our chancel choir and guest orchestra will present this holiday
event during our regular Sunday Service.

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr. - 941.383.8833 (office) « www.christchurchoflbk.org
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BEYOND FIRST CLASS™

SEAMLESS EXTRAORDINARY EFFICIENCY

Luxury Ground Transportation Personal Concierge Spend Time Where it Matters

Connecting you to Premier Global Destinations Worldwide including:
SARASOTA | TAMPA | NAPLES | PALM BEACH | MIAMI

Offering an Extensive fleet of Light to Super Mid-Size Jets. Turbo Props and Helicopters.
Pilot Owned. Empty leg flights with flexible schedules available.

The World’s only 100% Carbon Neutral charter company. -

All pilots and aircrafts adhere to ARGUs safety standards, and FAA regulations
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for all property owners who love and invest in the Key. Thank you for your consideration of
these points.

Maureen Merrigan

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Lights

To: Longboat Key Planning and Zoning Director Allen Parsons

We are making yet another complaint about the lights that have been a violation of our cur-
rent town ordinances for well over a year. All of the Whitney Plaza lights are annoying and a
big disturbance to our properties that reside on Longboat Drive South.

We are asking you and your staff to take the proper steps to making this property owner to
comply and bring these lights into compliance and fix this ongoing violation.

We all “thank you” in advance for your anticipated cooperation and success with this issue.

The pictures attached were taken on November 26, 2024.

Charley & Betsy Byrd

Michael & Amy Drake

James Fox

Tai Mim Li

David & Lori Price

John & Barbara Szumski

Art mural

To: Mexico Beach Mayor R. Wolff

The hand art mural created by Mexico Beach children finally reached me last week. On
behalf of our Commission and Town, I can’t thank you enough for this gift and the empathy
it demonstrates. We are now members with you of the hard hit community club, having expe-
rienced something unimaginable.

Through a tremendous effort by our staff and our population, we are making great strides
to clean-up, recover, help those who have lost much and move ahead. Mexico Beach has set
a high standard for us of resilience and tenacity that I hope we can emulate. In time, we also
hope we will be able to “pay it forward” as you have done.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

Canal Dredging funding/Input on December 2nd Meeting

To: Longboat Key Town Clerk Trish Shinkle

I was just made aware of the proposal to fund Canal dredging through the establishment of
two new tax districts. With all of the activity being undertaken to bring our properties back up
to speed, the December 2nd vote seems rushed and unfair

I was just made aware of the proposal to fund Canal dredging through the establishment of
two new tax districts.

With all of the activity being under taken to bring our properties back up to speed, the
December 2nd vote seems rushed

and unfair as a critical topic with limited opportunity to learn more and voice an informed
opinion.

I would request that it be "postponed” until early 2025 when residents and Associations
have more of an

opportunity to review.

Scott Hennessy

Longboat Key

Ranger Lane Appeal of Departure Request denial

To: Longboat Key Town Planning and Zoning Director Allen Parsons

I am not sure if we have a time locked in for a call this afternoon or if a call is even needed.
If so, I am copying Mr. Franklin so he is aware. Mr. Leone (via email dated 11/22/24 4:49
pm) confirmed he is not withdrawing the application for 592 Ranger Lane so the Town
Commission will continue to plan on hearing that request.

So that is it is clear to everyone on this email string, it is the applicants’ burden to provide
competent substantial evidence at each of the upcoming hearings to the Town Commission
to support the appeals of the departure request. I am mentioning this because there are 2
pending applications and two quasi-judicial hearings on those applications before the Town
Commission. Both applications will need to have competent substantial evidence presented at
the hearings. The Town Staff does not carry the burden on these applications.

If a call is needed this afternoon, I am still available. If we need to schedule something for
tomorrow (Tuesday 11/26), I am available from 9:45 -12:30 p.m. and 3 p.m. -5 p.m.

I will be out of the office from Wednesday through the remainder of the week for the
Thanksgiving holiday.

Maggie D. Mooney

Town Attorney

Town of Longboat Key

Ranger Lane Appeal of Departure Request denial

To: Longboat Key Town Attorney Maggie Mooney

Almost bed time here in Scotland. I doubt if we will sleep tonight.

My wife and I fly over on Monday and will be across the Atlantic when this conference call
takes place.

Can I ask you to include my representative Bruce Franklin in this call as I have noted with
him that I will call him (out of office hours) when we land at SRQ to ascertain the position
here. As you will no doubt guess I do not wish anything to stand in the way of the hearing for
my wall at 582. we have flown over three times for postponed hearing/ variances and had a
serious amount of worry for our predicament.

Have a good weekend all

Bobby Halliday

Longboat Key

Ranger Lane Appeal of Departure Request denial

I apologize for any confusion wit the timing of a recommended conference call. My intent
was to recommend a conference call for Monday (11/25) afternoon anytime between 1:30 - 5
p.m.

Maggie D. Mooney

Town Attorney

Town of Longboat Key

From: Maggie Mooney

To: Michael Leone

This shall confirm receipt of your email. I would recommend that we have a conference call
on Monday morning to discuss your assertions and position relative to the upcoming hearings
scheduled for December 2, 2024. I would suggest that Mr. Bentley and/or Ms. Coser also be
on the call.

If your intent is to withdraw the pending departure application that was submitted on your
behalf by Mr. Bentley (with your apparent signature on the application), the Town needs to
know that and have that confirmed by you in writing. Please understand that if that is the
approach you are taking, the Town will have to deny the pending after-the-fact permit you
have submitted for the newly construed seawall on your property, and the Town will have to set
the previously issued Notice of Violation (for an unpermitted structure) for hearing before the
Town’s Code Enforcement Special Magistrate. That code enforcement proceeding was placed
on hold by the Town due to the submittal of the shoreline departure application request and
subsequent appeal. Please be advised that code enforcement actions can result in daily fines
that can become a lien against property pursuant to Ch. 162, Florida Statutes and the Town
Code of Ordinances.

Allen Parsons and I are both available Monday November 25, 2024 afternoon from 1:30 -
5 p.m. for a conference call. We look forward to talking to everyone on Monday about this
matter.

Maggie D. Mooney

Town Attorney

Town of Longboat Key

Ranger Lane Appeal of Departure Request denial

To: Longboat Key Planning and Zoning Director Allen Parsons

In response to the email from Cori Coser from Bentley Goodrich Kison, PA. dated
November 20, 2024 it is important that we clarify our position on the matter of the seawall at
582/592 Ranger Lane, Longboat Key.

[ am the owner of 592 Ranger Lane, and with my wife Karen, full-time residents of Longboat
Key. As we have discussed in the past, we have not been party to any written contract, finan-
cial obligation, or verbal agreements with either Florida Shoreline and Foundation, or Bentley
Goodrich Kison, PA. Attached is a copy of an email dated June 12, 2024, in reply to Morgan
Bentley in which we stated we would not be represented by their legal counsel.

We are a neutral party to this project/process. Pending the decision of Longboat Key Town
Commission, we would like to state our expectation. It is a reasonable expectation that if
approved, our portion of the seawall project would be completed with a cap by the owners
of 582 Ranger Lane and Florida Shoreline and Foundation OR if denied, our potion of the
seawall would be remediated and rebuilt/returned to Longboat Key building code by the same
parties mentioned above. Additionally, if the seawall variance is approved, it is a reasonable
expectation that we would receive a variance from The Town of Longboat Key to ensure that
we have no non-conforming violations for our property.

Although the seawall construction at 582 Ranger Lane extended 32” onto our property at
592 Ranger Lane, we were not party to the contract, design, execution or financial commit-

See Letters, page 8
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ment of this project. We do not support any failure to comply with town code.

Again, we are not represented, by Bentley Goodrich Kison, PA., as they have stated in their
letter to you dated November 20, 2024, nor do we hold the position they have outlined in
this letter as we have not been party to the contract, design or construction process between
Bobby Halliday and Florida Shoreline and Foundation. Please share this information with the
Longboat Key Town Commission so that they are aware of these details.

Michael & Karen Leone

Longboat Key

Debris

To: Longboat Key Commission

This is the update from last week’s Town debris clean-up activities. This does not include
the efforts on private roads and on Jewfish Key.

As noted, our two contractors have finished their clean-up efforts. FDOT has completed
the majority of their efforts on GMD, understanding there is some small pickups left and final
touches and restoration needed.

At this time of Thanksgiving, we share our appreciation for everyone who has been involved
in these accelerated clean-up effort. Getting the debris up and out is a critical step in our heal-
ing process and we are well underway.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Longboat Key Eagles

To:

“Self-certification” is a dangerous path which renders the program somewhat meaningless,
especially when objections were timely raised with your Service by the community and the
neighborhood. I think you folks blew this one.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

Longboat Key Eagles

Dear Mayor Ken Schneier and Commissioner BJ Bishop

Thank you for your patience this week. We understand our Migratory Bird program col-
leagues in the Southeast Region informed you we would be contacting you regarding the eagle
nest in Longboat Key. This situation has been referred for internal review and to law enforce-

ment; therefore, we are unable to comment further.

In 2024, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service revised the regulations for the issuance of permits
for eagle incidental take and eagle nest take under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act.
The revised regulations include a new system of general permits in addition to the specific-
permit situations the USFWS has authorized in the past. These general permits are designed
for situations with low risks to eagles and are an alternative approach to authorize certain
activities that may disturb breeding bald eagles and bald eagle nest take. An applicant submits
a general permit application and self-certifies their eligibility to the FWS via an online registra-
tion system and the permit is automatically issued.

General permits are available for bald eagle nests only and only certain situations are eligible:

¢ Take of a nest for a safety emergency

e Take of a nest for health and safety

* Take of a nest located on a human-engineered structure

For more information, please visit our eagle management website: https://www.fws.gov/pro-
gram/eagle-management/eagle-incidental-disturbance-and-nest-take-permits#PermitNest Take

Migratory Bird Permits

FWHQ

Longboat Key Eagles

To: U.S. Rep. Will Robinson

Thank you so much. Our house will be coming down in the next month. The loss of the
eagles was like losing another neighbor. Hopefully we can give localities the ability to manage
these issues.

BJ Bishop

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Longboat Key Eagles

To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop

I appreciate you reaching out and letting me know about this issue. I will look into it. I
hope you and your family are doing better after those terrible storms. Please take care of your-
self and contact me if you need anything,.

William C. Robinson, Jr.

U.S. Representative

Florida

See Letters, page 15
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$3.4 Billion Career Sales

THE WORLD 3

Kepecz@JudyHays.com | www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com Georgé Judy Kepecz-Hays ) e / ' r.
443 John Ringling Blvd, Suite F | St. Armands Circle, FL 34236 941-780-0597 941-587-1700 941-376-641‘ i
415 L’Ambiance Drive #A401 - $5,840,000

Experience luxury at L'Ambiance with this
Southwest corner residence featuring a
spacious wraparound terrace and stunning
sunsets. Enjoy private elevator access opening
directly into your own beautiful foyer, a
custom-designed interior with new windows,

| doors, kitchen, and baths. This choice Royal
floorplan offers three bedrooms, all ensuite, a
powder room, and a bonus room. Residents
benefit from concierge service, a 24-hour guard
| gate, an Olympic-sized pool, two tennis courts,
= afitness center, game rooms, a library, a wine
room, and guest suites. Small pet welcome, and
one underground parking spot is included.
L'Ambiance on Longboat Key is not just a
residence; it's an exclusive lifestyle waiting for
discerning buyers seeking the pinnacle of luxury
living. No water intrusion in this home from the
storms. lambianceA401.com

: - _— : .
o g - -

415 L’Ambiance Drive #F608 - $6,900,000 - Contract available for assignment: 1241 Gulf of Mexico Drive #105 - $2,575,000 - Furnished
Experience luxury living at its finest with this stunning Royal floorplan. Offered The Water Club on the South end of Longboat Key is a rare jewel in condominium
turnkey furnished, thoughtfully curated, only a few items excluded. This exquisite living. Almost new 2,585 sq. ft. under air, features a garden, and partial Gulf views.
residence features three bedrooms ensuite, office or bonus room. Private elevator Southern exposure w/walls of glass, 10 ft. ceilings, wood flooring, extended 1,000 sq.
into your residence, 10-foot ceilings, stunning herringbone-patterned wood flooring.  ft. terraces. The Water Club exquisite clubhouse offers state of the art fitness center,
This home has been fully renovated to the highest standards by Mark Sultana of message room, spa, lounge, library w/fireplace, ballroom, game room and
DSDG, featuring premium Thermador appliances and new windows and doors. State-  phenomenal staff providing concierge services, an Olympic-sized pool, tennis, and 2
of-the-art fitness center, Olympic-sized pool that overlooks the Gulf with direct pets under 35 lbs. welcome. Walk down the beach and enjoy restaurants at the new
access to the beach. L'Ambiance on Longboat Key is not just a residence; it's an St Regis.
exclusive lifestyle waiting for discerning buyers seeking the pinnacle of luxury living. No water intrusion in this home from the storms.

No water intrusion in this home from the storms. ) WaterClub105.com

2251 Gulf of Mexico Drive #204 - $7,999,000 521 Putting Green Lane - $1,899,000 5941 Gulf of Mexico Drive - $9,500,000
This epic Gulf-front corner residence, which feels like a Value-Location and Instant enjoyment is waiting for you Exquisite Beachfront Estate! Seize this extraordinary,
home on the beach, offers 3 bedrooms plus an office (or  in this 3BR bedroom home w/deeded beach access on once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to create your personal

4 bedrooms) and 3.5 bathrooms in a lavish 4,032 sq. ft. protected, sailboat water w/direct access to SRQ Bay sanctuary on one of the most remarkable waterfront
space. Gourmet Miele kitchen with large walk-in pantry. w/no bridges. It is located in desirable Country Club lots along the Gulf Coast. Choice Longboat Key location.
3,400 sq. ft. terrace featuring a 40-foot private infinity Shores on the South Longboat key. This home offers This charming single-story beachfront home offers an
pool, fire pit, and summer kitchen, with private stairs Newer HURRICANE IMPACT GLASS/Sliding glass incredible opportunity for those seeking a slice of
leading straight to the beach, Garage suitable for 3to 5 throughout the entire home. Newer roof, air paradise. Sold as-is, the property is situated on a
cars with an electric charging station. Wellness center conditioning, mar-cited pool and spa, newer seawall and generous lot, making it ideal for a family compound or a
with state-of-the-art fitness equipment. 1/2-mile walking  lift rated for a 10,000-lb capacity, . Enjoy all the personal retreat. Imagine waking up to breathtaking
path, Historic Villa am Mar with social room, guest suite,  amenities of elegant living, plus the social and enriching views of the Gulf of Mexico. With ample space for
dining room. events that make Sarasota the cultural capital of Florida. outdoor gatherings, this property is perfect for families
No water intrusion in this home from the storms. Sarasota bustles with many art galleries and antique looking to create lasting memories by the beach.
Aria204.com shops. From New York bagels to elegant bistros and Whether you're looking to renovate, build your dream

world-class restaurants, its marinas, and golf courses. home, or simply enjoy the existing structure, the

No water intrusion in this home from the storms. potential here is limitless.

521PuttingGreenLn.com 5941GulfOfMexicoDr.com

WE PAY A PROFESSIONAL FEE ON OUR LISTINGS TO THE BUYERS AGENT
443 John Ringling Blvd, Suite F | St. Armands Circle, FL 34236 | Kepecz@JudyHays.com | www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com
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The following are actual police reports as written by Longboar Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and ro protect privacy.

Nov. 22

Driver’s license

10:18 a.m.

Officer Troyer was working for the Longboat Key Police
Department as a police officer in full uniform and a fully
marked patrol vehicle when he received a license plate reader
alert to a white van whereas the registered owner had a sus-
pended license, which he confirmed through the NCIC/FCIC
database. Officer Troyer located the vehicle and conducted a
traffic stop in the 5900 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive. Upon
contacting the driver, he informed that he was the brother of
the owner, and the owner knew his license was suspended.
Officer Troyer asked him if he had a driver’s license, to which
he provided his Honduras ID card. Officer Troyer asked him if
he had ever had an U.S. Driver’s license to which he said he did
not, and knew he shouldn’t be driving. The driver was able to provide him with a current copy
of the vehicle’s insurance and vehicle registration card. Officer Troyer informed him he needed
to call a licensed driver to come get him and the vehicle. Officer Troyer cleared him through
the NCIC/FCIC for any wants or warrants on the ELVIS database which had no return either.
The driver moved the vehicle off of the side of the roadway and waited until a licensed driver
could pick him up. Officer Troyer found probable cause to issue him a citation for driving with
no license. Case clear.

Lights

3:48 p.m.

Sgt. Montfort while on patrol in the 6000 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive, observed a white
Ford traveling south on Gulf of Mexico Drive. Sgt. Montfort observed that the vehicle was
displaying flashing blue and red grill mounted lights. The blue and red lights were activated
in such a manner that mimics a law enforcement vehicle. As the vehicle passed, Sgt. Montfort
observed the vehicle was displaying a vanity license plate. Sgt. Montfort turned his patrol
vehicle around and caught up with the vehicle. Sgt. Montfort conducted a traffic stop in the
area of the 5200 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive, then approached the vehicle from the pas-
senger side and instructed the operator to roll down the front and rear windows as they were
heavily tinted. Sgt. Montfort informed the man for the reason of the traffic stop to which the
operator said he was unaware they were activated. Sgt. Montfort further inquired if the man
was a police or law enforcement officer to which he said he was not. The man then presented
the officer with his driver’s license, registration and insurance card. Sgt. Montfort returned to
his patrol vehicle, requested an additional unit and conducted an FCIC/NCIC check of the
man’s driving privileges which were returned as valid. Officer Troyer arrived on scene and the
man was ordered from the vehicle and was frisked for weapons. The driver further said he
had purchased the white and amber lights off of Amazon, but when installed, learned they
were blue and red. Sgt. Montfort advised the driver that displaying blue lights was a crime
and would subsequently be receiving a misdemeanor notice to appear in the Manatee County
Court. While conducting paperwork, Officer Troyer observed the man disconnect the blue
and red lights. The driver was processed and released in the field with a notice to appear in the
Manatee County Court. Case clear.

Nov. 24

Card

3:29 p.m.

Sgt. Montfort while conducting parking lot maintenance at the Longboat Key Police
Department, was greeted by a walk-in subject stating she had located a credit card at the
gas station. The woman said she located the credit card inserted into the air machine. Sgt.
Montfort conducted a local search for the owner of the credit card with negative results. The
credit card was placed into evidence repository for safekeeping as found property. Case clear.

Fishing

4:04 p.m.
Officer Mathis was dispatched to Harbourside Drive in reference to three juveniles fishing

at the Moorings. Upon Officer Mathis’ arrival, he met with
the complainant who advised that the three juveniles were
on private property and he wished for them to leave. The
complainant had no desire to criminal trespass the juveniles.
Officer Mathis spoke with the three juveniles and advised that
his father dropped them off at the Publix to go fishing in the
area. Officer Mathis spoke with the father who advised he had
no idea the children would be trespassing to fish. The father
apologized about the miscommunication and arrived a short
time later to pick up the three juveniles and take them home.
It was expressed to the three juveniles how important it is to
pay attention to ‘No Trespassing’ and private property signage.
All three boys apologized for fishing on private property and
advised they would not return. Case clear.

Nov. 25
Construction

10:33 a.m.

Officer Maple was dispatched to Companion Way, for an unknown trash dumpster on a
complainant’s property. Upon his arrival, Officer Maple met with the neighbor who said that
the complainant who was not on scene had given her permission to use his vacant lot for help
in her pool reconstruction and an unauthorized dumpster had been placed on the property
without permission. The neighbor said that the management company had contacted her this
morning and is enroute to remove the dumpster. The information collected was passed to the
complainant via cellphone. The complainant was happy with the results. Case clear.

Nov. 26

Contractors

9:09 a.m.

Officer Nazareno was dispatched to Emerald Harbour Drive for a disturbance call in refer-
ence to a verbal argument between two contractors. Upon arrival, Officer Nazareno made con-
tact with the complainant for the pest services who said that he had a verbal argument with an
unidentified contractor over the parking position of his work truck. The other contractor told
the complainant to move his truck to obtain a better parking spot to load construction materi-
als, but he refused to move his truck which was legally parked and not blocking the private
driveway or the road. The complainant also thought that the unidentified contractor took his
orange safety cones while he continued to work in the backyard. The cones were found on the
sidewalk across his job site. The other contractor left the location prior to the officer’s arrival
and no crime was reported or took place. Case clear.

Nov. 27

Golfcart

11:03 a.m.

Officer Mathis was dispatched to the area of Broadway and Gulf of Mexico Drive in refer-
ence to a golf cart traveling south on Gulf of Mexico Drive. No violation was observed as the
golf cart was operating within the appropriate 35 mph zone. Officer Mathis attempted to make
contact with the complainant via telephone to explain the lawful operating areas and require-
ments for golf carts but he did not answer. Case clear.

Painters

12:20 p.m.

Officer Mathis was dispatched to the 5700 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to
a civil dispute. Upon his arrival, Officer Mathis met with four men who said they were com-
pleting a painting job and had not been paid. According to the subjects they are owed $3,500
each for work completed at the incident location. Officer Mathis then spoke with the property
manager who explained that the four men are subcontractors under a separate contractor out
of Miami for his company. The manager further explained that the work completed must be
approved by insurance and invoiced before payment is made and that this process can take
up to 90 days. The manager advised that they would get paid and that working for insurance
companies there is a process that job approvals must go through before that happens. This
information was explained to the four subjects and he explained to all parties that this was a
civil issue and provided a case card for documentational purposes. Case clear.

Nov. 28

ATM

7:33 a.m.

Officer Mathis was dispatched to Bay Isles Road in reference to the ATM being out of ser-
vice. Upon Officer Mathis’ arrival to the incident location, he was flagged down by a man who
explained that the ATM is broken and he needs his money to buy things at CVS. The man
was advised to contact the bank and use an alternative ATM. The ATM at this location is not
open for service. The bank is aware and the ATM is pending service. Case clear.

iPhone

10:33 a.m.

Officer Mathis was dispatched to the area of Harbourside Drive and Weston Point Court
in referene to a possible signal four, iPhone crash detection had notified 911. Sgt. Montfort
and Officer Mathis were checking the area when they noticed a phone in the middle of
Harbourside Drive. As Officer Mathis turned around to get the phone, a man pulled up and
advised his phone had fallen off his car in the area. The man was given his phone, case clear.
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Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

Address Sq. Ft. List Price Bed/Bath/Half Bath Days On Market  Sale Price
6750 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#161 936 $495,000 1 1 0 131 $350,000
4310 FALMOUTH DR Unit#A205 747 $399,000 1 1 0 121 $390,000
1591 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#216 1,556 $2,350,000 1 2 0 0 $2,350,000
6031 EMERALD HARBOR DR 2,432 $2,500,000 3 2 0 0 $2,500,000
1581 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#308 4,017 $7,650,000 4 4 1 0 $7,650,000
1581 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#208 4,017 $8,995,000 4 4 1 0 $8,995,000

6031 EMERALD HARBOR DR

JEFF COURTNEY

RHINELANDER  [Ridsdi TARANTINO
941-685-3590 AL 941-893-7203
Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

gghg\évgu- 443F John Ringling Blvd. ¢ Sarasota, FL 34236
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MEADOW LARK DRIVE, SARASOTA e $3,895,000
4BR/2.5BA e 3,257 SF

585 GUNWALE LANE e LONGBOAT KEY
3BR /3.5BA ¢ OPEN WATER e 55,995,000

B
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453 E. ROYAL FLAMINGO DRIVE, SARASOTA e $8,495,000
NEW CONSTRUCTION e 5BR/6BA e 4,500 SF
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Naturally effervescent wines

When poured the wine bubbles and fizzes in the glass. In some wines the level of effervescent
seems incidental and slight; in others it commands attention.

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

The adjective “effervescent” means “bubbly” or “fizzy”
when describing a beverage; it means “vivacious” or “enthu-
siastic” when describing a
person.

A sparkling wine has
bubbles and fizziness due
to the process that creates
it. People think of sparkling
wine as befitting vivacious
and enthusiastic celebra-
tions.

The Méthode
Champenoise adds a dose
of sugar and yeast to each
bottle that induces a second
fermentation in the bottle,
carefully rotated on a sched-
ule, until pressure builds. When opened, carbon dioxide
bubbles pour out in the form of the mousse (froth) and
bubbles continue to rise in the glass. An alternative method
for making sparkling wine, the Martinotti method used for
Prosecco, induces a second fermentation under pressure in
large vats. A cheaper alternative merely adds carbon dioxide
to a sealed bottle as with a carbonated soft drink. Whether
secondary fermentation or carbonation, we classify the result
as a sparkling vs. a still wine.

The neat division into wines into still and sparkling classes,

as you might expect in the nuanced world of fine wine, leaves
out still wines in which fermentation continues after bottling
naturally after bottling; that is, without further intervention
by winemakers. When poured the wine bubbles and fizzes in
the glass. In some wines the level of effervescent seems inci-
dental and slight; in others it commands attention.

Incidental, slight effervescence occurs often in white and
rosé wines from the Vinho Verde region of Portugal. The
non-vintage Faisio Rosé comes from three robust red grapes
originating in the Iberian Peninsula: Caifio Tinto, Espadeiro,
and Padeiro. It has a low alcohol content (ABV 10.5%) that
helps continue fermentation in the bottle and gives the wine
a slight, pleasant effervescence. Little bubbles give this off-dry
Rosé a bright taste and a crisp finish. Some wine experts dis-
dain the incidental fizz as a sign of a cheap wine, but a wine
drinker with a sweet tooth may enjoy a slight PEZ mouthfeel
in a bargain wine.

Pétillant Naturel (Pét-Nat) wines have a level of efferves-
cence that commands attention, close to that of Champagne,
Prosecco, Cava, and other sparkling wines, but do not require
winemaker interventions to add bubbles to a still wine. An
ancient method of winemaking seals wine containing sugars
in grape juice and yeast in vessels ranging from large amphora
to ordinary bottles and allows fermentation to continue for
an extended period of time. These natural wines, white or
red, tend to have more prolonged contact with grape skins,
and even white wines take on unique flavors and tannins
from the skins. A true Pet-Nat wine commands a higher
price than comparable still wines of the same varieties... well,
perhaps, not when compared to good Champagne, but more

WORKING AS A TEAM TO BRING YOU

the home of your dreams

YOUR GULF COAST EXPERTS SPECIALIZING IN AREAS CLOSE TO HOME

LONGBOAT KEY ANNA MARIA ISLAND BIRD KEY

We’re excited to be your partners as you embark
on your next life- changing journey. Discover how we
make your experience better and easier.

LIDO KEY SIESTA KEY SARASOTA BRADENTON

LARSONG

SARASOTA AND ISLAND LIVING

Earl Larson
REALTOR®

Tryla Larson
REALTOR®
MOBILE 941.962.1122
OFFICE  941.383.7591

TrylaLarson@michaelsaunders.com

MOBILE 314.324.1517
OFFICE  941.383.7591

EarlLarson@michaelsaunders.com

TrylaBrownLarson.com

Michael Saunders & Company.

LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER

440 Gulf of Mexico Dr | Longboat Key, FL 34228

L\

than many French Crémant (sparkling wine made outside
Champagne), Spanish Cava, or Italian Prosecco. The 2021
Delinquente Weeping Juan Péc-Nat Sparkling wine (ABV
12%, $22) from the Riverland wine region of South Australia
has attained high ratings and a cult following. This sparkling
rosé comes from the Vermentino grape and has citrus tastes

and firm acidity as well as lively first tastes.

Pét-Nat and other natural wines compete more with still
wines than with Champagnes. Prolonged exposure to grape
skins and natural second fermentation in the bottle lend them
enhanced tastes and ageing potential. Try them with rich
foods and spicy Asian cuisine. The bubbles cut through strong
tastes and soften their sharp ****** "

S. W Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data
science and epidemiology to help develop research databases for
the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department
of Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited
premier vineyards and taste wines from major appellations in
California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from
Tuscany and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in
Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale in Australia, and the
Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between
residences in Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle
in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restau-
rant shortly after graduating from college with a degree in
Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experi-
ence in the food and wine industry. Family and friends rate him
as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He lives in
Severna Park, Maryland.

Longboat 3cu JAcws
Sarasota City Ncws

PO Box 8001
Longboat Key, FL 34228
941-387-2200
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HURRICANE DAMAGE?

3 Reasons Why Hurricanes Helene & Milton
Insurance Claims Are Underpaid Or Denied:

Larry Moskowitz has practiced law in Florida for more than 35+ years, beginning
his career as an Assistant State Attorney/Prosecutor in Broward County, FL. He
is an accomplished trial attorney with over 150 jury trials to verdict.

(DY LAW com

LARRY MOSKOWITZ, PA
PROPERTY DAMAGE LAWYERS

Main Office: 400 SE 9th Street Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316
Satellite Offices: Ft. Myers & Tampa (by appointment).
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Mes /Ziesthetics
dellness
BE WELL WITH DR. MESA!

e Direct Primary Care

e Weight Management

e Anti-Aging Care

¢ Now Offering: The HydraFacial

Dr. Nathalia Mesa
941-251-0600

www.mesaesthetics.com

Wildewood Professional Plaza !
3645 Cortez Road West, Suite 110 ¥
Bradenton, FL 34210

Hablo espariol

ROYAL LIGHT HOME CARE
Serving Longboat, Lido & Sarasota

Errands + Meal Prep « Grocery Shopping
Private Care * Appointments » Event Outings
Companionship + Med Reminders
Hospital Sitting «+ Emotional Support
Light Housekeeping * Royal Light Readers

Please call Lashunda or Alicia
941-500-2040
www.RoyalLightHomeCare.com

L ved again

Boutique
UPSCALE WOMEN’'S CONSIGNMENT STORE

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES

* JOHNNY WAS e CHANEL
e HERMES ¢ JIMMY CHOO

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 * Sarasota

BESIDE TRADER JOE'S

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM

FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN

ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND
BOUGHT - SOLD - APPRAISED

Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

Professional men’s barber services.

At our salon or at your residence
on Longboat or Lido Key.

Call or text for appointments.

200 Central Ave. 941.297.8991

Suite 11 _
www.menshaircustsarasota.com

941.702.8159
Steff s St

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES

ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY

5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
IN THE CENTRE SHOPS e 941.383.1901
CLOSED THROUGH MID-OCTOBER

SteffsStuffLBK.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11

ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS
484-889-8991 e menshaircutsarasota.com

Celebrating 27 years
on the island!

DESIGNO
DES'GN o EXCELLENCE
DESIGN O n HAIR:::B ﬁ)A(TLEE:sEs'Téﬁ
DESIGN

DESIGNCN  941-387-9807

We appreciate your patience and
support while we recover and rebuild
post hurricane! We ARE able to
provide hair/nail services NOW so
please call 941-387-9807.

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

Taxes and Accounting 5370#202

941-387- 0926CP A

GMD

Fresh Air

and
Exercise?

Scan Our Free Guides

Legacy Trail, Sarasota Bayfront,
and the Gulf Islands

Assisting Buyers, Sellers, and Invi A
navngatlng the dynamic real es-taée marke

Barbers

LONGBOAT KEY e SARASQ
LAKEWOOD RANCH

LEIGHTON ALLENBY

78 - = 3
~ ! - REALTOR®
/ ¢ 239.537.4563

www.LeightonAllenby. el e

MASSAGE &
FACIAL REJUVENATION

e Acupuncture

e Injection Therapy
e Herbology

e Homeopathy

941.250.6911

AcuMedFL.com ¢ KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
2953 Bee Ridge Road e Sarasota, FL 34239

° Massage

Cortez Bait & Seafood

Fresher than Fresh!
Local Florida Seafood
Oysters « Shrimp - Clams
Fish Spread - Smoked Mullet

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
941.794.1547 12110 Cortez Road West

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com Cortez, FL
SEE US ON FACEBOOK

r ] -
4 ang

Bob and Mary are @
5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr
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Letters, from page 8

Eagles

To: U.S. Rep. William Robinson

Will- several years ago before you were in Tallahassee the legislature passed legislation that
eliminated the ability for localities to deal with residential tree removal.

There has been a tree in the backyard of a home on Buttonwood that has been home to
cagles for over 20 years.

A new home was built in Triton Bend behind the tree. New owners wanted eagles gone.
They used hurricanes as an opportunity to have their attorney get a permit from the feds to
destroy nest and tree. No local officials could weigh in and no federal people ever saw tree.

Today with both eagles in residence the nest was destroyed and that part of tree was removed.

The Buttonwood neighborhood residents, many who lost their homes feel like another
home was taken away today. The tree was stable.

We need To be able to protect these endangered species. My phone has not stopped and no
one understands why local government can’t help.

BJ Bishop

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Debris Pick up

To: Margaret Covney

I have attached below a copy of my note to Town Manager Howard Tipton responding to
his discussion of the conclusion of the Florida and federal agencies (also attached) regarding
the pick-up of; or the reimbursement for the pick up of, storm debris located in private road
neighborhoods on Longboat Key. In short, their position now is that the two approved Town
contractors may pick up that debris, presumably after the rest of the Town has been cleared,
ultimately at FEMA’s expense, but reimbursement will not be available to neighborhoods that
undertook clean up on their own. This is a disappointing result but could still provide relief
to communities that still have debris on site. If there are any further developments, I will let
you know.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

Debris

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

I appreciate the work staff has done to try to obtain a path to debris removal for private
road communities and hope that some will be able to avail themselves of the “Town contrac-
tor” solution. As for the others, I would only ask that the point be strongly made to FDEM
and FEMA that the solution they reached almost 2 months after the first storm hit should be
recognized and adopted as the model going forward. It is only fair.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

FEMA Reimbursement

To: Longboat Key Commission

On late Friday afternoon (11/15) Town staff (including myself) had a conference call with
FEMA and FDEM personnel regarding debris clean-up and specifically revisiting again the
clean up on private roads. FEMA shared that given the back-to-back impacts from hurricanes
Helene and Milton that they would approve debris removal completed by the Town on private
roads. This as you are aware is a change of position from previous conversations and we asked
the question several different ways to make sure we understood whats not acceptable. They
were clear on two points:

Reimbursement would only be for debris picked up by the Town’s vendors with appropriate
right of entry agreements in place.

Private associations/individuals will not be eligible for reimbursement if they performed the
work with anyone other than the Town’s debris vendors.

Due to the anticipated financial impacts from these storms and the cost of debris removal,
the Town has up to this point included only public streets and those 5 private roadways that
posed health and safety risks and that FEMA would reimburse the Town for at 100%. The
good news is that the Town has been consistent throughout our storm events in asking for
all private road relief and this was the first time favorable consideration was provided. The

The area's largest selection
of quality electric bicycles.
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423 Suwanee Ave,

; ota, FL 34243

(941) 531-2453

Town is reaching out to those private roads/associations to obtain right of way agreements and
authorize our vendors to begin pick up.

The bad news is that while there was never a guarantee from FEMA that private roads would
be reimbursed for their own debris clean-up, some number of these private roads couldn’t wait
and have already been cleared by the property owners/associations. Our original understand-
ing (up until Friday) was that these private roads could have at least applied to FEMA for
reimbursement. It might have been a longshot, but at least it was a shot. To be clear, staff
asked if there was a path for private roads that had completed some or all of the debris clean-
up work to be reimbursed and the answer back was that work performed outside of the Town’s
vendors would not be eligible. Staff will continue to push for prior private road work to be
reimbursed but the path to success appears closed.

Bottom line - the direction from FEMA on Friday will save some of our residents/associa-
tions some amount of money in debris clean-up, just not as much had this position commu-
nicated weeks earlier.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

FEMA Reimbursement

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

Thank you for reaching out to Adam. Knew we had moved this issue forward earlier this
year, but did not have time to respond.

BJ Bishop

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

FEMA Reimbursement

To: Longboat Key Commission

This is a follow up to the suggestion from Jim regarding disaster tax relief. Below is the
response from our Federal lobbyist as to how this subject is tracking in Congress.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

2024-2025

LECTURE SERIES
PAINTING CURRENT EVENTS
QIGONG YOGA MEDITATION
BRIDGE MAHJONGG CANASTA
SUPREME COURT AMERICAN HISTORY
LITERATURE & POETRY MOVIE & BOOK GROUPS
MUSIC & ART APPRECIATION JAZZ NIGHTS
MORNING FORUMS THEOLOGY WORLD POLITICS
FILM FESTIVALS THEATRICAL PERFORMANCES
AUTOBIOGRAPHY iPHONE & iPAD BIRDING
NATURE WALKS WELLNESS
LANGUAGES SUNDAY CONCERTS
BROADWAY BIOS CRAFTS
SPECIAL ONE-TIME EVENTS
& MUCH MORE!
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Many Programs Available on Zoom.

THE EDUCATION CENTER AT TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228
VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.TBleducationcenter.org
For a brochure or inquiries call: (941) 383-8222
or email Admin@tbieducationcenter.org

Ads that work...

ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200




REAL ESTATE BY REAL EXPERTS

JUST LISTED

Lo

Py A a0 -
COUNTRY CLUB SHORES e $5,999,000
596 YAWL LANE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY
5BR/5.5BA e 7,374 SF e 275’ of Seawall e Large lot
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

FAIRWAY BAY e $675,000
1932 HARBOURSIDE DR., #242 e LONGBOAT KEY
2BR/2.5BA e 1,192 SF e Bay views

Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.
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COUNTRY CLUB SHORES e $2,795,000
597 CUTTER LANE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY

3BR/2BA ¢ 1,963 SF ¢ 103’ of Waterfront

Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.
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THE MARK e $1,499,000 COREY’S LANDING ¢ $2,900,000 QUEENS HARBOUR e $1,490,000 WEST OF TRAIL ¢ $2,599,000
111 S. PINEAPPLE AVE., #1004 e SARASOTA 3542 MISTLETOE LANE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY 3605 FAIR OAKS PLACE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY 1886 PROSPECT STREET ¢ SARASOTA
2BR/2.5BA ¢ 1,513 SF e Modern interior 4BR/3.5BA ¢ 3,396 SF ¢ Updated 4BR/3.5BA e 3,713 SF ¢ Corner lot 4BR/4BA e 3,444 SF e Built in 2016
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

SUTTON PLACE ¢ $479,000 THE MEADOWS e $479,000 ISLANDER CLUB * $649,000 GRAND BAY e $2,295,000
569 SUTTON PLACE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY 4737 CHANDLERS FORDE #14 ¢ SARASOTA 2301 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #25N ¢ LONGBOAT KEY 3030 GRAND BAY BLVD. 343 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY
3BR/2BA ¢ 1,198 SF ¢ Furnished 2BR+OFFICE /2.5BA ¢ 2,050 SF e Updated 2BR/2BA e 1,235 SF e Furnished 3BR/3BA ¢ 2,550 SF ¢ Furnished
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.
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OVER $130 MILLION PENDING AND SOLD - JUST IN 2024
TOP 10 COLDWELL BANKER SALES ASSOCIATE - 2023
TOP 1.5% OF ALL REALTORS IN THE NATION

TOP FLORIDA 100 REALTOR - COLDWELL BANKER

Learn more at www.BruceMyer.com

CHASE MYER (941) 315-5318 BRUCE MYER (941) 376-5311

This material is based upon information that we consider to be reliable, but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is accurate or complete, and it should not be relied upon as such.
The offering is subject to errors, omissions, changes, including price, or withdrawal without notice.

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250 - LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228
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