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Private vs Public: Not All Streets 
Equal When it Comes to Debris

FREEServing Longboat Key, St. Armands, Downtown Sarasota & Anna Maria IslandOctober 25, 2024

Some Longboat Key residents who live on private roads want more repre-
sentation for their taxation when it comes to debris removal. 

At last week’s Longboat Key Town 
Commission meeting, some property own-
ers expressed frustration that the debris on 
private roads will not be removed at least 
according to the Town’s current reading of 
the rules. 

According to the town, state law and 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) guidelines are clear that the town 
will only be reimbursed for costs of debris 
removal on public streets and roadways, but 
not on any private roads. 

“I see the private golf courses are piling 
up all their debris on Gulf of Mexico Drive. 
I’m assuming the town’s going to pick that 
up. I’m assuming that’s because the private 
golf course pays taxes. We pay taxes too. Whatever agreements you made 
or whatever happens with FEMA really is irrelevant unless you’re going to 
lower our taxes for the lower services we’ve received. That goes for anyone 
who lives on a private road,” said resident Christopher Lauren.

Lauren continued in saying that its simply not fair that you don’t receive a 
service that your neighbor gets but you have to pay at the same rate. 

“I’m just telling you the perspective of a person that lives on a private road. 
It’s very distasteful; it’s an added stress to an already stressful situation,” said 
Lauren.

“The issue with the scavengers 
is they’re getting a little 

rambunctious. Instead of just 
taking the garbage or just the 

appliances, we’re now actually 
getting burglaries and people 

going into private property, and 
this is very hard to control.” 

Mayor Ken Schneier expressed empathy: “Let me tell you, I feel your 
pain. I live in Bay Isles and there are 1,600 units in Bay Isles and they’re 
all on private roads and we’re not entitled to any pickup of debris.”

Schneier then said that the Town was “probably going to see if we could 
work something out to change that for all of us.”

Part of the conundrum is the sheer 
cost to remove debris said Public Works 
Director and recently-minted Assistant 
Town Manager Isaac Brownman. 

The storms, Hurricanes Helene and 
Milton, have left in their wake an esti-
mated 50,000 cubic yards of debris. 
Brownman did say that the Town is 
clearing some private roads where it has 
deemed the roadway unsafe for emergency 
vehicles.  

Brownman said the good news is the 
State of Florida has indicated it will ensure 
that all the debris is removed from Gulf 
of Mexico Drive and reimburse for more 
than just a couple of sweeps of the island. 

Scavenger island...
The resident on the private roadway intimated that those on private 

roads could simply hire contractors to pick their debris up and dump it 
on the highway. Lauren said at the meeting that this kind of dumping is 
happening in the evening when there’s less police enforcement and they’re 
taking dump trucks and backing right up to Gulf of Mexico Drive. 

“We pay taxes too. Whatever agreements you made or whatever happens with 
FEMA really is irrelevant unless you’re going to lower our taxes for the lower 
services we’ve received. That goes for anyone who lives on a private road.” 

Beer Can Island: where swimming, 
boating, drinking and relaxation collide
Some ingredients simply don’t mix into 
a successful cocktail. Nowhere is this 
truer than on the very northern tip of 
Longboat Key on the spit of sand that 
sprawls under Longboat Pass Bridge 
known as Beer Can Island. 

The beautiful and pictoral location has been the scene of partying boat-
ers, swimmers next to strong currents, manatees and sea grass in the lagoon 
nearby, and a small residential enclave that is particularly impacted by all 
the activity. 

Long time real estate broker Michael Saunders owns a family home and 
compound at Land’s End on Longboat’s northern tip and a small dock that 
juts out toward Beer Can Island. Saunders told the Town Commission 
last week that it should consider extending the existing swim-only zone to 
protect the shoreline that extends on Beer Can Island from Longboat Pass 
Bridge and curls toward her dock and the Greer Island inlet. 

“It’s a small move that would make life better for everyone; for the 
people who live on Greer Bay as well as the manatees that breed there,” said 
Saunders. 

Saunders opened her remarks by saying she felt a little ridiculous talking 
about recreating after the hurricanes, but the item was on the agenda. She 
said the problem with boaters congregating on the east side of Longboat Pass 
Bridge is that they tend to get closer and closer and eventually invade the 
swim area. She said that the boaters continue to block the channel so that 
people can’t get into the bay and Greer Island. She also said that boaters rev 
their engines and tear up the sea grass when they leave the beach. 

“The manatees breed in Greer Bay and it’s kind of a private place. The 

older people who come often drink, bring their dogs and jump off the 
bridge. And their dogs run loose. She added that her family could call the 
police every time, but they know the police have better things to do so 
“we only call when it gets really outrageous.”

Town staff in a presentation made the same day as Saunders’ remarks, 
said that the current arrangement has been effective in creating a protect-
ed boundary and that there have been no arrests or incidents or upticks in 
police activity. The town also explained that extending a swim zone closer 
to Longboat Pass Bridge to keep boaters away could prove a difficult argu-
ment since the Coast Guard and Manatee County originally did not want 
a swim zone in the vicinity due to the strong currents emanating from the 
pass and under the bridge. So the idea of extending the zone closer to the 
bridge would be a counter-intuitive reach. 

Saunders suggested that the lifestyle of people recreating with kayaks 
and walking and bathing while protecting the environment was a direc-
tion worth pursuing. Town staff will continue monitoring the situation.

STEVE REID
Editor & Publisher
sreid@lbknews.com



Page 2     Friday, October 25, 2024 The News

  Sandra Smith  |  941.383.3388
NEW LOCATION!  VISIT US BEHIND THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - 5390 GULF OF MEXICO DR.,  STE. 105! 
             CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

Debris, from page 1
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941.387.2200

“It’s going to be a real issue; it’s going to be a health issue soon; it’s going to be a rodent issue 
and an animal issue for the whole island and for Bay Isles as well as us,” said Lauren.

Mayor Schneier then made it clear that it is illegal for anyone to move debris onto Gulf of 
Mexico Drive, or any road abutting Gulf of Mexico Drive. 

“You’ll be ordered to return it to where it (the debris) came from and fined and maybe worse 
than that…” said Schneier. 

Commissioner BJ Bishop said she had been chatting with Longboat Police Chief George 
Turner about the exact issues as well as vagrants and scavengers. She said that the Town has 
received the assistance of 50 additional police officers from Miami Lakes, Jacksonville, Apopka 
and other municipalities. 

“These officers are patrolling as much if not more at night than during the day because one 
of the issues we’ve had is a robbery on our street, and then there was a robbery in the Village, 
and it’s been difficult because we can’t have a cop on every street 24/7,” said Bishop.

Next, Police Chief George Turner came to the podium and spoke of the role the additional 
officers are playing.

“We’ve given them a mission to keep the scavengers out and to keep illegal dumping off the 
island. It’s a felony to illegally dump anywhere on Longboat,” said Turner.

Turner added that the debris removal is adding to traffic because Gulf of Mexico Drive is 
often closed in one of its lanes but that patience is necessary. 

One of the commissioners asked Turner what was the issue of scavenging. She said she had 
seen people pick up things like scrap metal but wondered what the issue was.

“The issue with the scavengers is they’re getting a little rambunctious. Instead of just taking 
the garbage or just the appliances, it’s become more of a problem and we’re now actually getting 
burglaries and people going to the pile on the road, and the onto private property, and this is 
very hard to control,” said Turner. 

The Town has a goal of removing all debris from the island through its contractors within 65 
days. The Town is also going to attempt to receive a commitment from FEMA to help offset 
private roadways or to find a manner in which the cost can be reimbursed.

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER
Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS  |  TOURNAMENT PLAY  |  LESSONS
FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS

OPEN MON-FRI  7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN  7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

 590 BAY ISLES ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367
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Friends and Neighbors,

This past week’s storm was devastating, and its effects will be felt throughout our community 
for a long time. In the last few days, we’ve heard from many friends and past clients who have 
been seriously affected and are uncertain about their immediate next steps.

Historically, our Seaward Companies have focused primarily on new construction—both 
residential and commercial—as well as consulting services. However, in light of the many 
inquiries we’ve received, we are now prepared to extend our services to those in our community 
who have been most impacted by the storm. We are ready to meet with property owners to 
discuss the best options moving forward.

•  Substantial Home Restoration
   Let us assist you with a full scope of services including initial assessment, engineering, 
   selective demolition, and through the execution of your property restoration.

•  New Home Construction
    Let our team guide you from architect selection and home design through vertical 
    construction on a new or replacement elevated home with enhanced hurricane resistance  
    safety features.

•   Sale of your Property
    For owners who desire to sell their property at this time and forego a construction project,   
    we may be able to assist by purchasing your property. Alternatively, we can also connect 
    you with one of our island team members from our real estate division at The DiPinto 
    Group at Coldwell Banker to accommodate your real estate needs.

We at Seaward Companies are happy to meet with you to discuss all options that you may 
be considering at this time. We understand over the past two weeks that these storms have 
affected everyone differently and there is no “one size fits all” solution. What we can do now, 
is provide you with as much information as possible regarding your property options, from 
local and trusted professionals in our marketplace. With this important information you will 
be in the position to make the  best decision for you and your family moving forward.
Best regards,

 Patrick DiPinto

Please contact us to schedule a consultation: 
patrick@dipintocompanies.com and  matthew@seawarddevelopment.com 

With a focus on white-glove service building high-end custom homes and full remodels on our barrier islands, 
our experienced team can assist you in remodeling your property or building you a new elevated home.

We offer professional construction oversight for homeowners.  From reviewing contracts with your selected 
contractor to monitoring the rebuild process, we’ll act as your trusted advocate every step of the way.  In this 
unpredictable market, let our team safeguard your interests, ensuring your home is restored with integrity.

C  O  N  S  U  L  T  I  N  G
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EditorLetters
Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print 

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

I applaude you...
To: Longboat Key Town Staff 
First, I want to applaud all of you for your unwavering efforts to keep our community 

informed about all the developments of the recent hurricanes and the steps that have been 
taken to return LBK to some level of normalcy.  You have all gone ‘above and beyond’ to ensure 
that we are all safe and you have done everything to remediate the damage left by the storms.

Second, I apologize for the selfish, narrow-minded perspectives that some of our residents 
have shown. Please know that their ungrateful, narcissistic attitudes are not representative of 
most of us in Longboat Key. Thank you for all that you have done and continue to do for the 
Longboat Key community!

Nancy Rozance
Longboat Key

Roadways
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
In the wake of ongoing debris cleanup efforts, we want to clarify a few important points to 

ensure our community understands the Town’s approach to addressing both public and private 
roadways.

The Town shares the community’s goal of expediting debris cleanup to achieve a swift 
recovery.

FEMA will reimburse the Town 100% for debris removal on public roads. However, FEMA 
does not specifically authorize debris removal on private roads.

For safety reasons, the Town has authorized debris removal on several private roads that are 
impassable for emergency vehicles and or garbage trucks. The Town believes that this definition 
will be considered favorably for reimbursement by FEMA.  There are other private roads that 
have debris but do not rise to this same level of life safety consideration.

No local tax dollars have been spent on debris removal that the Town does not anticipate 
being fully reimbursed for. Thus, the notion that “I pay taxes, so the Town should clean my 
private road like public ones” is not an accurate reflection of the facts.

The Town is not using local tax dollars for clearing public or the few constrained private 
roads.

The suggestion that the Town should use local tax dollars to clear private road debris when 
none are being used on any other roads in the community appears to pose a fairness question 
for local taxpayers.

The Town has partnered with several additional patrol agencies, which will remain on the 
island through November 8th to assist with traffic control and prevent illegal debris dumping. 
Please be aware that traffic delays will continue as debris removal efforts progress.

Tina Adams
Fire Administration Manager/PIO
Longboat Key Fire Rescue Department                      

Sage Condominiums
To: Longboat Key Planning and Zoning Director Allen Parsons
Thank you for the clarification.
Debra Williams
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Sage Condominiums
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Debra Williams
Thanks for the question. The Sage development was approved as a Site Development Plan 

that retained two of the former tourism/bungalow structures. The beach structures that were 
retained were considered nonconforming. With regard to the recent hurricanes, they are 
subject to the same FEMA flood requirements associated with substantial damage or improve-
ments (i.e. the FEMA 50% rule).   Like with all structures in the Town, we are obligated to 
make sure that when damage or improvements exceed that 50% threshold that structures are 
brought into compliance with flood prevention regulations.

Allen Parsons
Planning and Zoning Director
Town of Longboat Key
 

Sage Condominiums
To: Longboat Key Planning and Zoning Director Allen Parsons
The Site Development Plan Order, 2020-04 (filed2/25/2021), states that the development 

must be in compliance with FEMA standards.  Changes to the NFIP CRS effective 1/12/2021 
required us to eliminate the building height elevation exemption for the mobile homes so we 
can comply with the new CRS standards and receive a 20% flood discount.   In the case of 
Sage, the town approved a new dwelling unit at ground level.  What are the FEMA standards 
for this, and what impact, if any, does approving dwelling units at ground level have on the 
town’s NFIP CRS discount?

Debra Williams
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Sage Condominiums
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
So, this issue is going to come up in at least five other properties that suffered extreme dam-

age in the storms.  If the Sage cottage was allowed, I am sure all the properties that can, will try 
and do that again.  The wisdom of having at grade 50-year-old cottages on the beach I thought 
was ridiculous before and I believe that is even more ridiculous now.  

BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key
 

Sage Condominiums 
To: Longboat Key Commission
Commissioner Bishop brought up under comments at yesterday’s meeting the site plan 

exemption approval at Sage Condos.  Allen has provided a summary of what occurred here 
and it seems like a pretty unique situation. Please let me know if you’d like to discuss further.

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Site Plan Exemption Approval: Sage Condominiums
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Providing background on a Site Plan Exemption (SPE) approval that was provided to the 

Sage condominium project. The Site Plan Exemption provisions (Sec. 158.026) allow for 
a limited range of minor changes to Site Development Plans, to be approved administra-
tively. The SPE (attached) for the Sage Condominium project was to revise the usage of an 
approved structure (a former tourism/bungalow structure that was retained as part of the Site 
Development Plan approval) to change from a storage building to a residential dwelling (see 
red clouded structure on the attached Site Plan sheet).

This change was allowable per Sec. 158.026(6) because no changes were proposed to the 
structure on the Site Development Plan and because the proposed residential use of that struc-
ture is a permitted use within the site’s T-6 zoning district. What’s relatively unique is that the 
Sage Condominium project was approved for 16 dwelling units (Site Development Plan Order 
attached). Based on the property’s size (3.16 acres) & zoning district density (T-6 = 6 DUs/ac), 
the total allowed density was 18 dwelling units. Very few projects are likely not to utilize all 
of their allowable density.  No other site plan changes were proposed & the site plan included 
more parking spaces than are required by Code (30 spaces required; 39 provided).

Staff treats all applicants equally. Site Plan Exemption requests that meet Town Code 
requirements and are not otherwise prohibited by Town Code or the Town’s Comprehensive 
Plan are approved administratively as a matter of course.

Allen Parsons
Director Planning, Zoning & Building Department
Town of Longboat Key
 

See Letters, page 6

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchof lbk.org

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor
Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00

Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00
Visitors & Residents Welcome

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons 

or www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)

Growing in Jesus’ Name

  
5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr. 
(in the Centre Shops)

www.lazylobsteroflongboat.com 
(941) 383-0440

FEATURING:

• Live Maine Lobster  

• Fresh Fish • Gulf Shrimp  
• Salads • Seafood Favorites  

• Ribs, Burgers & More!  

• Early Dining & Happy Hour 
Mon -Sat  3:30 - 5:00 

   

follow the locals to…  
our newly renovated dining room

Open for In-House Dining & Take Out
Lunch: Mon - Sat 11:00AM - 2:30 PM  

Dinner: Mon - Sat 3:30 - 9:00 PM 
Online Ordering Available for Take-Out 

AND Curbside Pick-Up!
2023 
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The World’s only 100% Carbon Neutral charter company.
All pilots and aircrafts adhere to ARGUs safety standards, and FAA regulations

BEYOND FIRST CLASSTM

PRIVATE BUSINESS AND LEISURE TRAVEL

SEAMLESS
Luxury Ground Transportation

EFFICIENCY
Spend Time Where it Matters

EXTRAORDINARY
Personal Concierge

Connecting you to Premier Global Destinations Worldwide including:
SARASOTA | TAMPA | NAPLES | PALM BEACH | MIAMI

 Offering an Extensive fleet of Light to Super Mid-Size Jets.  Turbo Props and Helicopters.
Pilot Owned.  Empty leg flights with flexible schedules available.
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RON  
KASHDEN

Paid for by Ron Kashden for Sarasota City Commission District 2

For Sarasota City Commission - District 2   

“I’m running to givevev the
public a seat at the table
in citytyt hall decisisi ions.”

Ron4residents.com

A vote for
YOUR

voice at
City Hall!

 YOUR 

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchof lbk.org

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor
Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00

Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00
Visitors & Residents Welcome

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons 

or www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)

Growing in Jesus’ Name

Give the Gift of Tennis Lessons
AFFORDABLE - PROFESSIONAL - DOWNTOWN SARASOTA

Give your children or grandchildren professional tennis instruction
 at the City of Sarasota’s Payne Park.

Foam Ball: 
Ages 4 to 6, Tuesdays 4 to 5 p.m. kids learn proper contact and 
swing using soft foam tennis balls to develop confidence. $20

Red Ball: 
Ages 6 to 10, Tuesdays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on , preparation, foot 
work, hand-eye coordination and contact. $20

10 And Under High Performance: 
Mondays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on biomechanics, technique, footwork, 
agility, shot-making and rallying. $20

Middle and High School Tennis Prep: 
Wednesdays 4 to 6 p.m. complete tennis training to bring the game 
to a match-ready level. $30

Individual Junior lessons $60 per hour.

Sherry ‘Nef’ Price is a USPTR certified professional. She played at IMG and Division 1 College.
Call Payne Park Tennis center at 941-263-6641 to schedule.

Payne Park Tennis Center, 2050 Adams Lane, Downtown Sarasota, 34237

St Regis beach activity
To: Longboat Key Planning and Zoning Director Allen Parsons
I’ve been asked about construction activity and sand replacement happening beachside at 

the St. Regis.  Can you please clarify what’s happening with the construction and sand replace-
ment?  There’s a lot of confusion regarding gulf front properties placing sand back on the 
beach.

Debra Williams
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

St Regis beach activity
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Debra Williams
I’m looping Charlie Mopps into this conversation as he has been in contact with St. Regis.
Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

St Regis beach activity
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Ma’am, I was out there with Dr. Al last week. They are actually sifting the sand (with the 

proper equipment) that was on their property, to remove the debris and placing it back in the 
berm/dune gulf side of their property. We have recommended to other citizens and property 
owners/managers to do the same.

Charles Mopps
Program Manager/Assistant Public Works Director 
Town of Longboat Key

St. Regis beach activity
To: Longboat Key Assistant Public Works Director Charlie Mopps
Thank you for the quick response, this clarifies the sand issue.
Debra Williams
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Project Update - Cortez Bridge Utility Relocation
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop

Thank you Commissioner. We are checking on the details of this project.
Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Project Update - Cortez Bridge Utility Relocation
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Tip - can we encourage them to delay a few months? Recovery is hard enough without 

another road block. 
BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Debris pickup
To: Bonita Wilson
Please send me the contact info for your HOA President or whomever is heading your clean 

up operations in Spanish Main so I can use your community as an example in seeking debris 
reimbursement from FEMA.  Thanks.  

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Debris
To: Longboat Key Commission
Why can’t debris be picked up on private roads or at least allowed to be sent to GMD. Are 

the people on GMD the only ones paying taxes for services?  The debris on roads off the GMD 
has been accumulating and creating health and safety hazards to the residents of these com-
munities. Playing favorites to the wealthy and business property owners on GMD is shameful 
during a natural disaster like this. So many have lost so much and now the added insult of the 
town managers being there only for a small segment of the population. 

I will try to find someone to pay to haul away my debris. This should be deducted from 
my tax payments to LBK. And I will lobby my friends and neighbors to remember at the next 
election who failed the residents of LBK.

Bonita Wilson 
Longboat Key

Debris
To: Bonita Wilson
I understand your frustration. We are trying to find a way to deal with private streets. 
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S A R A S O T A  • F O R T  M Y E R S   • N A P L E S  • B O C A  R A T O N

■ SARASOTA,  FL SHOWROOM

   3055 Fruitville Commons Blvd.

    941.900.HOME(4663)

    Monday-Saturday: 10am-6pm 
    Sunday: 12pm-5pm

Financing is now available. C L I V E D A N I E L . C O M

A W A R D - W I N N I N G  |  I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N  |  F I N E  F U R N I S H I N G S

Going east  on Fruitv i l le 
Rd.  make a U-Turn at  l ight 
(Lakewood Ranch Blvd.),  then 
make a r ight   on to Coburn Rd. 
Go around the circ le  to Fruitv i l le 
Commons Blvd.,  pass Cooper ’s 
Hawk and you wi l l  see Cl ive 
Daniel  Home on the r ight.

IB26001785          

W H E N  S C A L E  M A T T E R S . . . I N S P I R A T I O N  S T A R T S  H E R E !

O N E  C O M M U N I T Y  |  O N C E  A G A I N

C O M M U N I T Y  •  A W A R E N E S S  •  R E L A T I O N S H I P S  •  E D U C A T I O NR E L A T I O N S H I P S  •  E D U C A T I O N

In the wake of a hurricane, the road to recovery can feel overwhelming. We understand the deep emotional and 
physical challenges that come with rebuilding. In times like these, it’s more important than ever to come together 
and lend a hand. If you need assistance with past reconciliations, insurance replacements, project management, 
or new product, we are here to help. For more inofrmation email: CARE@CLIVEDANIEL .COM

You many not be ready for our services right now, but we will be ready for you whenver you are.  
Together we will, RECOVER, REPLACE, AND REBUILD. 

IN-STOCK FURNITURE AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

CDH_Longboat Key News_Due Oct 17_Runs Oct 19_2024.indd   1 10/15/24   11:34 AM
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THIS IS THE LIFE!

Private Beach
World Class Dining
Championship Golf
Pickleball & Tennis

Spa & Wellness Center
Deep-Water Marina

Concierge Services

LEARN MORE941.387-1661 / MEMBERSHIP@LONGBOATKEYCLUB.COM

See Letters, page 12
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Spanish Main is a particular challenge because the trucks will not fit on the substandard roads. 
Please feel free to call the town manager 941-316-1999 and he can give you

more info.  I have lost my home in the storm and most of our possessions so I am overloaded 
right now.  

BJ Bishop
Commissioner 
Town of Longboat Key

Debris
To: Bonita Wilson
I understand your concern completely.  This year, the federal government (FEMA) is taking 

the position so far that towns like Longboat Key may not arrange for debris pick up from pri-
vate roads and seek reimbursement for the expense.  This applies to all private roads, including 
the 1600 residences in Bay Isles, where I live.  The Town and Commissioners are working on 
every approach at the State and federal level to try to arrange for reimbursement to private road 
developments for costs incurred from the storm clean up.  

If possible, finding a contractor for your HOA or otherwise for your neighborhood might 
be less expensive and more attractive to the contractor selected than making arrangements for 
your own home alone.  Watch the Town alerts for more information on this issue.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key
 

Little Ringling Bridge update
To: Longboat Key Commission
Isaac is providing a follow-up to the question regarding the status of the work on Little 

Ringling Bridge. 
Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Little Ringling Bridge update
To: Longboat Key Town Commission
Regarding an update question asked at the Town Commission meeting yesterday, I spoke to 

the City of Sarasota Engineer, Nik Patel.  He indicated that the work on the Little Ringling 
Bridge approach is now complete as of last Friday October 18th.  What had happened is 
that the bridge approach was undermined and eroded, and that was the repair work that was 

conducted.  The bridge itself (both directions) held up very well and are in good condition.
Isaac Brownman
Director Public Works
Town of Longboat Key 

Hurricanes
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
I am sorry for your loss and we certainly plan on surviving here.  It is certainly an exercise 

in privation.  It is the worst that we have seen.
Tom Mayers
Longboat Key

Hurricanes
To: Tom Mayer 
Me as well. Our house did not survive Helene and I have been chain sawing since we got 

back after Milton. Your property is such an important part of LBK’s history. Take care of your-
self as you recover from these two hurricanes. 

BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Hurricanes
To: Longboat Key Commission
I have been on full clean up mode for almost a month.
Thank you for your help on this issue for what you do for the Town.
Tom Mayers
Longboat Key

Debris Collection: Quick Update
To: Longboat Key Commission
I’m sharing this update on debris collection for two reasons.  First, we are seeing what a fully 

ramped up collection effort looks like and it is great to see. 
Second, collecting the debris along GMD will impact traffic.  That’s just a fact as the 

contractors need to work safely which requires frequent flagged stops to allow the trucks to 
leave and come in.  We are working on some messaging around this so that people can plan 
accordingly. 

If we want the island picked up, it is going to take some traffic inconvenience to get it done.  
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415 L’Ambiance Drive #A401 -$5,840,000
Experience luxury at L'Ambiance with this Southwest corner residence featuring a

spacious wraparound terrace and stunning sunsets. Enjoy private elevator access

opening directly into your own beautiful foyer, a custom-designed interior with new

windows, kitchen, and baths. The Royal floorplan offers three bedrooms, all ensuite, a

powder room, and a bonus room. Residents benefit from concierge service, a 24-hour

guard gate, an Olympic-sized pool, two tennis courts, a fitness center, game rooms, a

library, a wine room, and guest suites. Small pet welcome, and one underground parking

spot is included.   L'Ambiance on Longboat Key is not just a residence; it's an exclusive

lifestyle waiting for discerning buyers seeking the pinnacle of luxury living

lambianceA401.com                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                  

415 L’Ambiance Drive #F608- $6,900,000-Contract available for assignment: 

Experience luxury living at its finest with this stunning Royal floorplan within

L'Ambiance at Longboat Key Club: Turnkey furnished residence, thoughtfully curated,

only a few items excluded. This exquisite residence features three bedrooms, office or

bonus room, and three beautifully appointed bathrooms. Private elevator, soaring 10-

foot ceilings, living and dining area adorned with stunning herringbone-patterned

wood flooring. The residence has been fully renovated to the highest standards by

Mark Sultana of DSDG, featuring premium Thermador appliances and new windows

and doors. State-of-the-art fitness center, an inviting outdoor area with an Olympic-

sized pool that overlooks the Gulf with direct access to the beach. L'Ambiance on

Longboat Key is not just a residence; it's an exclusive lifestyle waiting for discerning

buyers seeking the pinnacle of luxury living

2251 Gulf of Mexico Drive #204 - $7,999,000 
This epic Gulf-front corner residence, which feels like a home on the beach, offers 3

bedrooms plus an office (or 4 bedrooms) and 3.5 bathrooms in a lavish 4,032 sq. ft.

space. Gourmet Miele kitchen with large walk-in pantry. 3,400 sq. ft. terrace featuring a

40-foot private infinity pool, fire pit, and summer kitchen, with private stairs leading

straight to the beach, Garage suitable for 3 to 5 cars with an electric charging station.

Wellness center with state-of-the-art fitness equipment. 1/2-mile walking path, Historic

Villa am Mar with social room, guest suite, dining room.

2251GulfofMexicodr.2seeit.com

A gated enclave of 16 luxury homes on the southern tip

of Longboat Key, luxury waterfront architectural. Modern

4 bed + den/office + bonus area, 4.5 bath, 4,941 sq ft.

Stunning living room with fireplace, gourmet kitchen, and

spacious family area opening to a pool with water views.

3-car garage with ample storage and a private 40' dock

on a wide protected basis with direct Gulf Access.

www.65Lighthouse.com

1241 Gulf of Mexico Drive #105 - $2,575,000-Furnished
The Water Club on the South end of Longboat Key is a rare jewel in condominium living.

Almost new 2,585 sq. ft. under air, features a garden, and partial Gulf views. Southern

exposure w/walls of glass, 10 ft. ceilings, wood flooring, extended 1,000 sq. ft. terraces.

The Water Club is exceptionally well-run w/strong reserve fund, a magnificent

clubhouse, an Olympic-sized pool, tennis, and 2 pets under 35 lbs. welcome.

WaterClub105.com                                                                                                                                             

John Ringling Blvd, Suite F | St. Armands Circle, FL 34236 | Kepecz@JudyHays.com | www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com

65 Lighthouse Point - $8,150,000
 This charming single-story beachfront home offers an

incredible opportunity for those seeking a slice of

paradise. Sold as-is, the property is situated on a

generous lot, making it ideal for a family compound or a

personal retreat. Imagine waking up to breathtaking

views of the Gulf of Mexico. With ample space for

outdoor gatherings, this property is perfect for families

looking to create lasting memories by the beach.

Whether you're looking to renovate, build your dream

home, or simply enjoy the existing structure, the

potential here is limitless. 

5941 Gulf of Mexico Drive -$9,500,000

 
21 & 25 Lands End Lane-$16,000,000

This prime homesite (10 minutes to downtown) offers

unparalleled vistas of the glistening waters, downtown

Sarasota, and Bird Key and Lido Key from its expansive

120-foot frontage of private beach, bay, and pass

frontage. This unique offering combines two properties

into one expansive family compound featuring

breathtaking waterfront views, deepwater boat dock on

Big Pass, and 2 protected boat slips on Bayou Louise..

Almost ¾ acres and prime location, it represents a rare

blend of sophistication and coastal living in paradise.

21LandsEndLane.com                                                                                                                           
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OnPatrol
The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

Oct. 18
Missing furniture

9:34 a.m.
Officer Martinson was dispatched to Spanish Drive North 

on a call of a Citizen Assist. Upon arrival, Officer Martinson 
met with the complainant outside in front of the residence. 
The complainant stated he was a friend of the homeowner and 
was there on his behalf to file a theft report because the hom-
eowner was out of town. The complainant informed the officer 
that a mattress, a dresser, and two end tables had been stolen 
from the property. The complainant stated he had helped the 
homeowner move all the property from the house outside on 
Sunday and today he noticed the items missing. The complain-
ant showed Officer Martinson a small sign that was taped to 
a bag stating the pile of items under the carport where not trash and were not to be removed. 
However, the sign to not remove property was very small and could have been easily missed. 
Officer Martinson observed other property with greater value still left around outside such as 
golf clubs, power tools, patio furniture along with televisions, and a gun with boxes of ammu-
nition left inside. Officer Martinson then spoke to the complainant over the cell phone. After 
speaking with the homeowner, he said he believes the mattress, dresser and end tables were 
probably taken in haste and there was no criminal intent to steal his property. The homeowner 
said that the total loss was $1,000. Case clear.

Dogs
11:35 a.m.
Officer Maple was dispatched to the 4100 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for an animal 

problem call. The call was in reference to a blue SUV parked int eh community parking lot 
next to the tennis courts with two small dogs inside and car not running. Call was dispatched 
by Longboat Key Fire Department front desk dispatch. Upon his arrival, Officer Maple met 
with the complainant who was sitting inside her blue BMW SUV with the engine running and 
two dogs inside. The complainant stated she lived in the complex and was awaiting a friend’s 
arrival, She said she had been int he car the entire time and had been turning the engine off 
and on to run the air conditioning. Case clear.

Boat
2:06 p.m.
Officer Maple was dispatched to St. Judes for a citizen’s assist call. The call was in refrence 

toa  26 foot boat that had washed up on his property after a recent hurricane. Upon his arrival, 
Officer Maple spoke to the complainant via his cell phone who said the boat had washed up 
recently and would like it removed. Officer Maple spoke to the car owner who stated he was 
aware of the status of his boat and has been working with Sea Tow for the last three days in 
order to develop a plan to have it removed. The owner will have boat removed as soon as pos-
sible. Case clear.

Oct. 19
Save Our Seabirds

3:58 p.m.
Officer Maple was dispatched to the 2500 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for report of an 

injured bird on the beach. Upon arrival, Officer Maple spoke with the complainant who stated 
there was an injured bird on the beach in the vicinity of Islands West Condominium. Prior to 
contacting the complainant, Officer Maple spoke with the employee at Save Our Seabirds who 
stated they were unable to respond due to lack of personnel. Officer Maple informed the com-
plainant that they could take the bird to Save Our Seabirds but at this time, no other options 
exist. The complainant stated they would see if they could get other assistance. Case clear.

Driver’s license
8:42 p.m.
Officer Miklos while on patrol traveling southbound on Gulf of Mexico Drive, observed 

a vehicle traveling northbound with a license plate light that 
was inoperable. Officer Miklos turned his patrol vehicle into 
the northbound lane and confirmed the license plate light was 
extinguished by turning off his headlights. At this time, Officer 
Miklos conducted a traffic stop and met with the driver and 
explained the reason for the traffic stop. The driver and Officer 
Miklos had to use a translator on the phone to communicate 
due to a language barrier. The driver did not have any form of 
identification and later advised he had a Dominican Republic 
Driver’s License despite being a full-time resident in the state 
of Florida. Officer Miklos issued the driver a criminal citation 
for operating a vehicle with no driver’s license with a Manatee 
County Court date at 9 a.m. Additionally, the driver was issued 
warning for the extinguished license plate light and for not 
having any form of ID on his persons. The driver acknowl-

edged the court date via signature and thumb print on the court copy of the citation. The 
driver parked his vehicle until his brother could arrive to drive the vehicle. 

Oct. 20
Citizen assist

2:02 p.m.
Officer Maple was dispatched to Old Compass Road for a homeowner stuck in a glass 

shower and unable to unlock the door. Longboat Key Fire Department truck 91 arrived on 
scene and freed the trapped homeowner. No police assistance was required. Case clear.

Dog
7:50 p.m.
Officer Martinson responded to the 3700 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive on a call of a civil 

disturbance. Upon arrival, Officer Martinson was met outside in front of the complex by the 
complainant. The complainant stated he was the HOA President and that the woman renting 
had guests staying with a dog. The complainant said that dogs were not allowed on the prop-
erty. The complainant stated when he confronted the renter about the dog, the renter began to 
yell at him and use foul language. The renter demanded that he kick everyone out of the house 
and off the property. Officer Martinson explained to the renter that if the renter was breaking 
HOA rules that is a civil issue and Officer Martinson would not be evicting anyone from the 
property. The renter was not happy with the Officer’s response and said he would be in contact 
with the property owner to have him evict the tenant and her guests. Office Martinson then 
spoke with the renter and one of her guests who stated that she had lived at the complex for 
over two years and a couple of months ago moved into the unit. The renter stated she knows 
that dogs are technically against the HOA rules but she spoke with the owner and he is aware of 
the dog staying there. The renter stated her guests are friends who are Longboat Key residents 
and they are staying with her because they lost their homes during the hurricanes. Officer 
Martinson then spoke with the owner of the dog who said the dog is a service dog. The man 
said his home was destroyed and the renter was nice enough to let them stay with her for the 
time being. Officer Martinson was then provided a service animal card. Case clear.

Oct. 21
Citizen assist

9:00 a.m.
Officer Troyer responded to the 2800 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive on a report of a citizen 

assist. The complainant called and reported his neighbor was threatening him over paint in the 
roadway. Upon arrival, Officer Troyer met with the complainant and he reported that yester-
day he observed paint put out to the side of the roadway which was in front of his neighbor’s 
residence. This morning, the complainant observed the paint was moved and was in front of 
his apartment complex. The complainant asked the workers, whom he observed in front of the 
neighbor’s residence about the paint, and if the paint was hardened. The complainant did not 
want the apartment complex to get in trouble for the paint. When the complainant did this, 
the neighbor confronted the complainant and began yelling at him. Officer Troyer spoke with 
the complainant about future interactions with the neighbor and to leave when the neighbors 
acts out toward the complainant. The complainant was understanding and said he did not 
want any more interactions with the neighbor. Officer Troyer arrived at the neighbor’s resi-
dence to speak with him. The neighbor didn’t answer the door despite ringing the doorbell and 
knocking on the door multiple times. Based upon his investigation, Officer Troyer did not hear 
or observe any criminal actions which took place from the incident. The incident appeared to 
be a civil dispute between the two. Case clear.

Oct. 22
Debris

2:01 p.m.
Officer Troyer was dispatched along with Sgt. Montfort to the 5800 block of Gulf of Mexico 

Drive for a possible adult man illegally dumping. Sgt. Montfort arrived and made contact with 
the man who was operating a truck and dump trailer attempting to dump storm debris on 
the right-of-way for removal. The man made contact with his supervisor who provided Sgt. 
Montfort a copy of the contract for work being done there, in essence allowing the company to 
deposit storm debris. A NCIC/FCIC check was completed which revealed the man possessed a 
warrant for a conditional release violation issued in Charlotte County. Sgt. Montfort detained 
him and contacted Charlotte County. Officer Troyer arrived on scene and confirmed the war-
rant and the man was subsequently taken into custody. The man was placed in the rear of his 
patrol vehicle and transported to Manatee County Jail without incident. The man was left in 
the care of police staff. Case clear.

Ads that work... 941.387.2200
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JEFF 
RHINELANDER

941-685-3590
Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

443F John Ringling Blvd.  •   Sarasota, FL 34236

COURTNEY 
TARANTINO
941-893-7203

courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

 410 MEADOW LARK DRIVE, SARASOTA  •  $3,895,000
4BR/2.5BA  •  3,257 SF 

 4583 TRAILS DRIVE , SARASOTA  •  $668,000
3BR+DEN/2BA  •  2,092 SF

453 E. ROYAL FLAMINGO DRIVE, SARASOTA  • $8,495,000
NEW CONSTRUCTION  • 5BR/6BA  •  4,500 SF

TIMBERLAKES BIRD KEY

BIRD KEY

NEW CONSTRUCTION

KANAYA • 505 S. ORANGE AVE. #401, SARASOTA • $2,215,000
3BR/3.5BA END UNIT  •  3,003 SF

DOWNTOWN SARASOTA

		
            
           Address                                            Sq. Ft.           List Price   Bed/Bath/Half Bath    Days On Market      Sale Price                                                  

473 PARTRIDGE CIR
1561 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#404
1581 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#606
1591 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#312
535 SANCTUARY DR Unit#C507
1591 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#415
3060 GRAND BAY BLVD Unit#152
3235 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#A405
3010 GRAND BAY BLVD Unit#422
1000 LONGBOAT CLUB RD Unit#403
600 SUTTON PL Unit#303B
4540 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#201

3,226
4,967
2,347
2,154
2,580
1,556
2,250
1,260
2,143
1,409
992
1,561

$4,175,000 
$9,500,000 
$5,085,000 
$2,854,100 
$2,795,000 
$2,145,000 
$1,395,000 
$1,195,000 
$1,145,000 
$845,000 
$625,000 
$525,000

0
0
0
0
52
0
240
176
259
153
11
406

Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

1
1
1
1
1
0
1
0
1
0
0
0

3
4
2
2
2
2
3
2
3
2
2
2

4
3
2
2
3
1
3
2
2
2
2
2 

$4,175,000 
$10,484,539 
$5,085,000 
$2,854,100 
$2,593,500 
$2,145,000 
$1,200,000 
$1,100,000 
$1,000,000 
$740,000 
$600,000 
$485,000

KeyRealEstate

1561 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#404
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See Letters, page 13

440 Gulf of Mexico Dr | Longboat Key, FL 34228

TrylaBrownLarson.com

Tryla Larson Earl Larson
REALTOR® REALTOR®

TrylaLarson@michaelsaunders.com EarlLarson@michaelsaunders.com 

MOBILE   941.962.1122
OFFICE    941.383.7591

MOBILE   314.324.1517
OFFICE    941.383.7591

the home of your dreams
WORKING AS A TEAM TO BRING YOU 

We’re excited to be your partners as you embark  
on your next life- changing journey. Discover how we 
make your experience better and easier.

YOUR GULF COAST EXPERTS SPECIALIZING IN AREAS CLOSE TO HOME

LONGBOAT KEY | ANNA MARIA ISLAND | BIRD KEY | LIDO KEY | SIESTA KEY | SARASOTA | BRADENTON

Letters, from page 8

Editor Letters
Short term pain for long term gain.

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Debris Collection: Quick Update
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton and 

Chief Paul Dezzi
Just a quick update:  Now that we have our new debris col-

lection rates that match FDOTs, and our contractors are set-
tling in to Helene / Milton clean up, we are seeing even more 
of a good ramp up of equipment and production:

As an example, yesterday, between the Town’s two (2) con-
tractors, DRC Emergency Services and Ceres Environmental, 
there were 19 trucks on the island with 59 loads being moved 
out of neighborhood areas with a total of 2,323 CY of mate-
rial.  This is significantly more equipment and cubic yardage 
than was even collected the day before (1,600 CY the day 
before).

A good amount of that is being moved to the on-island two 
(2) acre site, but the reduction and removal process from there 
is also in progress.

Isaac Brownman
Director Public Works
Town of Longboat Key

FEMA Connect
To: Senior Advisor, White House Office of Intergovernmental 

Affairs Sophia Sokolowski
Thanks, Sophia, for your continued interest in our recovery 

on Longboat Key and your introduction to Kristin.  While I 
am the mayor of Longboat, the specific matter I raised at last 
week’s meeting and with you relates to private neighborhoods 
on Longboat and other areas.  I live in Bay Isles on Longboat, 
a master association with well over 1000 residences in 17 

sub-associations.  After past storms, debris from our (private) 
roads and others was picked up by FEMA-authorized contrac-
tors arranged by our Town.  This year, we are advised that that 
arrangement is not available and that each association must 
compete with municipalities to hire contractors to clear our 
debris at inflated prices.  Our small neighborhood in Bay Isles 
with only 37 homes will be charged $18,000 just to pick up 
vegetative debris once (excluding large trees), but we have no 
choice.

My hope is that FEMA or another agency will at least 
provide an opportunity for reimbursement of these expenses.  
We pay the same taxes as everyone else in the community 
and storm debris removal is something we have learned to 
rely on.  I know that we have included a provision in our 
agreement with the debris removal contractor that requires 
them to provide information that may be requested to obtain 
reimbursement.

Thanks so much for your continued support of our Town 
and our neighbors after these two big hits.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

FEMA Connect
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Thank you for the call yesterday. I am writing to connect 

you to Kristin Buda, Director of Intergovernmental Affairs at 
FEMA, to help get your debris questions sorted – thank you 
both!

Sophia Sokolowski
Senior Advisor, White House Office of Intergovernmental 

Affairs

Debris Collection: Quick Update
To: Longboat Key Commission
I’m sharing this update on debris collection for two reasons.  

First, we are seeing what a fully ramped up collection effort 

looks like and it is great to see. 
Second, collecting the debris along GMD will impact traf-

fic.  That’s just a fact as the contractors need to work safely 
which requires frequent flagged stops to allow the trucks to 
leave and come in.  We are working on some messaging 
around this so that people can plan accordingly. If we want the 
island picked up, it is going to take some traffic inconvenience 
to get it done.  Short term pain for long term gain.

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Debris Collection: Quick Update
To: Longboat Key Fire Chief Paul Dezzi
Just a quick update:  Now that we have our new debris col-

lection rates that match FDOTs, and our contractors are set-
tling into Helene / Milton clean up, we are seeing even more 
of a good ramp up of equipment and production:

As an example, yesterday, between the Town’s two (2) con-
tractors, DRC Emergency Services and Ceres Environmental, 
there were 19 trucks on the island with 59 loads being moved 
out of neighborhood areas with a total of 2,323 CY of mate-
rial.  This is significantly more equipment and cubic yardage 
than was even collected the day before (1,600 CY the day 
before).

A good amount of that is being moved to the on-island two 
(2) acre site, but the reduction and removal process from there 
is also in progress.

Isaac Brownman
Director Public Works
Town of Longboat Key

Zoning Board of Adjustment 
To: Longboat Key Town Commission
I am forwarding to you an email (below) that I received 

today from ZBA Chair Gaele Barthold regarding her resig-
nation from the board.  While every board resignation is a 
great loss, it is important to note that Gaele has served on 
the Town’s ZBA board for over 12+ years.  Her background 
as a retired appellate lawyer has been extremely helpful over 
the years on the ZBA board as she always ensured in every 
quasi-judicial hearing that the record was robust with findings 
of fact and conclusions of law to support the ZBA’s ultimate 
decision.  Her leadership and thoroughness will be missed.  
Gaele’s contact information is provided below should any of 
you wish to reach out to her individually. 

Due to the vacancy, the Town Commission will need to 
consider an appointment to the ZBA board in the near future. 
Please let me know if you have any questions regarding this 
notification.

Maggie D. Mooney
Town Attorney
Town of Longboat Key

Longboat Key Zoning Board of 
Adjustment

To: Longboat Key Town Attorney Maggie Mooney
I write to you in your capacity as Town Attorney for the 

Town of Longboat Key.   I am copying members of Town 
staff with whom I have worked closely for a number of years.

It is with deep sadness and intense regret that I hereby ten-
der my resignation as Member and Chair of the Longboat Key 
Zoning Board of Adjustment.  I do so in accordance with the 
governing principles of law as you have explained them to me.

As we discussed, on or about September 26 Helene flooded 
my single story, early 1960s, house with approximately 3 feet 
of water. This was my second significant flood event in13 
months.  After the 2023 Idalia flood, I remediated and rebuilt 
my house at some expense.  This process took about 4 months 
during which time I moved (with dutiful cat Gigi) from one 
place to another.  Neither Gigi nor I are prepared to do any 
of this again.

The one bright spot on the horizon is that I recently bought 
a condo in Sarasota which I had not intended to permanently 
reside in until some very substantial period of time in the 
future.  (I settled on August 29. Talk about timing). Hence, 
unlike many who suffered, I do have a place to live.

While I will remain a Longboat Key property owner until 
such time as I sell the property, you have advised me that I am 
no longer eligible to serve the Town since it is not my inten-
tion to return as a resident. This resignation is submitted in 
accordance with that advice.

It has been a pleasure and honor to serve the town. My 
ties to the island go back to the early 1960s when my parents 
bought my now flooded house.  If it is possible and appropri-
ate I should like to attend the next scheduled ZBA meeting 
just to say a proper “goodbye.”
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Letters, from page 8

Editor Letters
Gaele Barthold 
Longboat Key 

Longboat Key Zoning Board of Adjustment
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Debra Williams
Thank you Debra.  It has been an honor and pleasure to serve. I will miss it and LBK. Keep 

up the good work on the commission.
Gaele Barthold
Longboat Key

Longboat Key Zoning Board of Adjustment
To: Gaele Barthold
I’m sorry to hear that you’re resigning from the Longboat Key ZBA, and even sorrier to 

hear about all that you (and so many others) have had to endure with all of the recent storms.  
Thank you for your many years of service to the town.  I wish you and Gigi all the best in 
your new home.

Debra Williams
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key 

Longboat Key Zoning Board of Adjustment

To: Gaele Barthold
Maggie included your letter with her note.  I’ll be out of a job soon too with term limits 

approaching.  
Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Longboat Key Zoning Board of Adjustment
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Many thanks Ken.  It really breaks my heart to leave the island and the ZBA. I have really 

enjoyed my years of service.  
It is hard to break the LBK ties.  Besides ZBA, I am also leaving the board at the Paradise 

Center. But my board work at FST will continue. So I will hope to see you there if not else-
where. 

Gaele Barthold
Longboat Key

Longboat Key Zoning Board of Adjustment
To: Gaele Barthold
I just saw Maggie’s message.  I am so sorry you will be leaving the ZBA and the Town and 

even sorrier about the circumstances.  Your steady hand on that Board has been recognized, 
if not sufficiently acknowledged.  Thank you for your expertise and your 12 years of service. 
I am happy that you will be remaining in the area and hope to see you again, possibly at FST 
performances.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Legislative Conference
To: Longboat Key Commission
The past few months, as you well know, have been challenging for our cities, residents, staff, 

loss of homes, loss of life, loss of power, loss of many things we do every day.
I have spoken to Trish Shinkle, Longboat Key Town Clerk, whose office has hosted MSLC 

operations for approximately 9-1/2 years.  For those who are not aware – I am planning on 
retiring early next year.  We agreed that making a change now to bring on a new Administrative 
Coordinator may not be advantageous for a seamless transfer of duties.  I have coordinated 
MSLC for the 9-1/2 years it has been based in Town of Longboat Key.

Instead of burdening the Board with having to have interviews and make choices to select 
a new Coordinator right away, I have offered to stay on until at least the Board meeting on 

January 9, 2025 and follow-up afterwards.  Trish stated she would be in favor of that especially 
with the storm issues facing so many.

If the majority of the Board is not in favor of this process, will go another route.  This will 
eliminate having to do the transitional process next month and give the Board more time to 
make a decision on bringing in a new Administrative Coordinator.

As a reminder – the next meeting of MSLC is November 7, 2024, 9:30 a.m., Town of 
Longboat Key Commission Chambers. When you have a moment, please reply with your 
comments.

Gail Loeffler
Administrative Coordinator
ManaSota League of Cities, Inc.

Legislative Conference
To: Gail Loeffler
Thank you for this - I am so overloaded I could not imagine coping with your departure.  
BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Legislative Conference
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
Thank you for your kind words. I heard your home had damage after the second storm. My 

leaving in November would require interviews and training that will likely take some time. I 
have enjoyed working with the people at FLC and league members. Will stay on until things 
settle down. Wishing you all the best in recovery for your home and to get back to normal. See 
you at the November meeting.

Gail Loeffler
Longboat Key

Legislative Conference
To: Gail Loeffler
Thanks so much. The house has to come down. All of our furniture and many personal 

belongings are gone, but so many wonderful people from the Town helped us pack up before 
the second storm we saved a lot. 

There is so much on the FLC calendar I have FLC committees in early November. The NLC 
Conference the second week of November and the first week of December FLC Legislative 
Conference. So hiring, training and my personal life made it feel impossible. See you soon.

BJ Bishop
Commissioner, Town of Longboat Key

THE EDUCATION CENTER AT TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.TBIeducationcenter.org
For a brochure or inquiries call: (941) 383-8222

or email  Admin@tbieducationcenter.org

Many Programs Available on Zoom.

43
35

55
-1

LECTURE SERIES
PAINTING  CURRENT EVENTS  

QIGONG   YOGA    MEDITATION  
BRIDGE    MAH JONGG    CANASTA  

SUPREME COURT  AMERICAN HISTORY  
LITERATURE & POETRY  MOVIE & BOOK GROUPS  

MUSIC & ART APPRECIATION   JAZZ NIGHTS  
MORNING FORUMS  THEOLOGY  WORLD POLITICS  

FILM FESTIVALS   THEATRICAL PERFORMANCES  
AUTOBIOGRAPHY   iPHONE & iPAD  BIRDING   

NATURE WALKS   WELLNESS  
LANGUAGES   SUNDAY CONCERTS  

BROADWAY BIOS CRAFTS  
SPECIAL ONE-TIME EVENTS  

& MUCH MORE!
Everything Under The Sun To Learn & Enjoy

2024-2025
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Steff's Stuff
5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE

IN THE CENTRE SHOPS   •  941.383.1901
CLOSED THROUGH MID-OCTOBER

SteffsStuffLBK.com

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES
ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY 

Business Directory

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM
FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED
Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

Cortez Bait & Seafood 
Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters • Shrimp • Clams

Fish Spread • Smoked Mullet
Tues-Sat: 10 AM to 6 PM  •  Sun-Mon: 11AM to 6 PM       

Located 2 blocks south of Cortez Road 941.794.1547
CortezSeafoodMarket.com

                  4528 119th St. West, Cortez

SEE US ON FACEBOOK

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
12110 Cortez Road West

Cortez, FL
941.794.1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS 

484-889-8991  • menshaircutsarasota.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers 

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

AcuMedFL.com  •  KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
2953 Bee Ridge Road • Sarasota, FL 34239

941.250.6911

• Acupuncture

• Injection Therapy

• Herbology

• Homeopathy

• Massage

MASSAGE & 
FACIAL REJUVENATION

CPA
Taxes and Accounting

941-387-0926

Art Ready To Hang
Sale5370 #202 

GMD
Bob and Mary are @

 5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr

DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN 2

0
0
0

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

387-9807

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

NEW CLIENT 
SUMMER SPECIAL
20% OFF MANI / PEDI

Celebrating 26 years
 on the island!

Fresh Air
       and
Exercise?

Scan Our Free Guides
Legacy Trail, Sarasota Bayfront, 

and the Gulf Islands

LEIGHTON ALLENBY
REALTOR®

239.537.4563
LAllenby@gmail.comwww.LeightonAllenby.com

LONGBOAT KEY • SARASOTA
LAKEWOOD RANCH

Assisting Buyers, Sellers, and Investors in 
navigating the dynamic real estate market

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

200 Central Ave.
Suite 11

941.297.8991 
www.menshaircustsarasota.com

Professional men’s barber services.
At our salon or at your residence 

on Longboat or Lido Key.
Call or text for appointments.

L  ved againL  
Boutique

UPSCALE WOMEN’S CONSIGNMENT STORE

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 • Sarasota
BESIDE TRADER JOE’S

941.702.8159

• JOHNNY WAS
• HERMES

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES
• CHANEL
• JIMMY CHOO

ROYAL LIGHT HOME CARE
Serving Longboat, Lido & Sarasota
Errands • Meal Prep • Grocery Shopping

Private Care • Appointments • Event Outings
Companionship • Med Reminders

Hospital Sitting • Emotional Support 
Light Housekeeping • Royal Light Readers

Please call Lashunda or Alicia
941-500-2040

www.RoyalLightHomeCare.com

Stacy’s Computers
 Repair & Tutoring 

in Your Home
Call Stacy at 941.246.1048

BE WELL WITH DR. MESA!
•  Direct Primary Care
•  Weight Management
•  Anti-Aging Care
•  Now Offering: The HydraFacial

Dr. Nathalia Mesa
941-251-0600
www.mesaesthetics.com

Wildewood Professional Plaza
3645 Cortez Road West, Suite 110
Bradenton, FL 34210

Hablo español
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Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

KeyCrossword

KeyCrossword

How far you can go, and how far you should go are two 
different questions.  Technically, you can stand all the way 
up to the net as long as you do not touch it.  If any part of 
your body, your clothing, your shoe, or 
your racquet touches the net while the 
ball is in play you automatically lose 
the point.  You can not reach over the 
net to hit the ball, unless the ball has 
first bounced on your side of the net, 
and then because of heavy backspin or 
wind it goes to the other side of the net 
without you touching the ball.  This is 
the only instance when you are allowed 
to reach over the net and hit the ball, 
but again you can not touch the net.  If 
you touch the net you lose the point.

Generally, you should play half way up in the service box, 
but your positioning should constantly be changing as the 
point develops.  For example, you should stand at the service 
line when your partner is receiving, and then once their return 
passes the opposing net player then you should move in closer 
to the net. (half way in your service box).  If your opponent is 
in trouble and stretching for the ball I generally suggest clos-
ing in to the front ¼ of the service box. 

I believe players have an easier time moving up to the ball 
than moving back.  If you are too close to the net it can cause 
multiple problems.  You have less reaction time to volley.  
While in theory it is easier to volley when you are closer to the 
net, if your volleys are weaker and or your opponent can hit 
the ball hard it is a bad idea to be on top of the net.  Secondly, 
when you are too close to the net you can’t poach as much 
because you have less time to react and you cannot cover as 
much court.   If you play too close to the net it is going to force 
your partner to cover more court.  Playing too close to the net 
leaves you susceptible to the lob.  Finally, playing too close to 
the net can also get you hurt. If your partner hits a weak shot 
you could get pegged by your opponent’s ball because you 
wont have the time to defend yourself.  Therefore, I usually 
train my players to close in when they see their opponent is in 
trouble.  If they see a weaker shot they should move up and 
attack not wait for the ball to come to them.  

I always say the net player has 3 basic goals:
1. Don’t let the ball bounce
2. Catch the ball above the height of the net (don’t let it 

drop below the net)
3. Follow the ball (For example when the baseline player is 

hitting you should cover the alley a bit more, and if the oppos-
ing net player is hitting you should cover the middle more.)

In conclusion, let’s talk about technicalities.  You can not 
reach over the net to hit the ball on a volley.  You have to wait 
until the ball passes the net to hit it.  You can hit the volley 
and then follow through over the net as long as you do not 
touch the net. If you hit the ball out of the air on their side 
of the net you lose the point.  This rule is similar to the same 
concept of calling a double bounce.  The opponent can not 
call a double bounce on you, and they can not say you hit 
the ball on the other side of the net.  You have to play with 
good sportsmanship, and make these calls yourself.  Tennis is 
a game built on trust and giving your opponent the benefit 
of the doubt, so in these instances you have to assume your 
opponent has made the shot unless they stop the point and 
call these errors on themselves.

Jackie Bohannon is the Director of Tennis at the Bird Key 
Yacht Club.

BOHANNON

BreakPoints
How far should you go at the net?

Long-time tennis pro and recently-named America’s Top 
Coach Jackie Bohannon will answer any question on tennis.  

Please email question you have on strategy, technique, men-
tal game, fitness, equipment, etc., to: 

tennis@lbknews.com

Serve Jackie your best question!
If I am playing at the net how far can I go? Can I swing over the net with the 

racquet if I do not touch the net? When does reaching over the net result in a loss 
of point? Who makes that call?

JACKIE BOHANNON
Guest Columunist
tennis@lbknews.com

PO Box 8001
 Longboat Key, FL 34228

941-387-2200 
www.lbknews.com

Steve Reid, Editor & Publisher 
sreid@lbknews.com

Associate Publisher
Melissa Reid

Columnists
Susan Goldfarb, Sig Hermansen, 
Greg Rusovich, Blake Fleetwood 

Sales
Lillian Sands
Steve Reid

ads@lbknews.com

Graphic Production
Dottie Rutledge
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REAL ESTATE BY REAL EXPERTS 

This material is based upon information that we consider to be reliable, but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is accurate or complete, and it should not be relied upon as such. 
 The offering is subject to errors, omissions, changes, including price, or withdrawal without notice.  

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250  •   LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

  BRUCE MYER
  GROUP

     CHASE MYER  (941) 315-5318                BRUCE MYER  (941) 376-5311

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES  •  1180 BOGEY LANE  •  LONGBOAT KEY  
2BR+DEN/2BA • 2,180 SF • New Roof  •  Furnished  •  $950,000  

Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

WEST OF TRAIL • 1886 PROSPECT STREET • SARASOTA • $2,599,000
4BR/4BA •  3,444 SF  • Built in 2016

Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

THE MEADOWS  •  4737 CHANDLERS FORDE #14  •  SARASOTA
2BR+OFFICE /2.5BA •  2,050 SF  • Updated •  $499,000

Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

Learn more at www.BruceMyer.com

•  OVER $120 MILLION PENDING AND SOLD - JUST IN 2024
•  TOP 10 COLDWELL BANKER SALES ASSOCIATE  - 2023
•  TOP 1.5% OF ALL REALTORS IN THE NATION
•  TOP FLORIDA 100  REALTOR - COLDWELL BANKER

ISLANDER CLUB  •  2301 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #25N  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  $649,000
2BR/2BA  •  1,235 SF  •  Furnished  •  Covered Parking Space

Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

SUTTON PLACE  •  569 SUTTON PLACE  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  $479,000
3BR/2BA  • 1,198 SF  •   Furnished  •  Gulf to Bay community

Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

NO INTERIOR STORM DAMAGE NO INTERIOR STORM DAMAGE

NO INTERIOR STORM DAMAGE NO INTERIOR STORM DAMAGE

NO INTERIOR STORM DAMAGE

Several people have reached out to ask about their options for selling 
their homes in the aftermath of the storms, and relocating inland.  
Can you sell your home without making repairs? The answer is yes. 
But, ALWAYS have a licensed real estate agent or attorney check the 
contract before you sign. 

PLEASE CONTACT US AT 941.376.5311 before proceeding down this 
road so that you are completely informed and receive the highest 
value of your property.

If you are needing any referrals for reliable handymen, contractors, 
landscapers, etc., we have those contacts to share with you —
 just give us a call!
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