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CHRONICLE

YUVA'’s debut magazine Campus Chronicle is a first of its
kind, and holds the uniqueness of being an entirely
student-run monthly magazine. It is a product of diligent
efforts of nationally conscious students who strive to bring
in a change through dialogue, debate and deliberations.
S PEC’ A L TH A NK s Today, mainstream media is plagued by viciousness and

selective reporting. In a country whose sustainable growth
Magazine Designing: Somya Tiwari depends on how well it capitalises on its demographic
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at the hands of mainstream media. Therefore, it has
Research Analysts: Ayush Kumar, Annanya Chauhan become very important to understand a comprehensive
view of issues today. Campus Chronicle is a substantial
step in that direction. It carries articles, opinions and
columns on significant issues surrounding the youth of
today. The magazine is broadly divided into two parts:
‘Campus’ and ‘Academics’.
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CONFLICTS =

By Shriya Mathur

First of all, what are ideological conflicts? It refers to the disagreements or clashes between different individuals
and groups with fundamentally different belief systems, values, or principles. The conflicts arise generally when
the people hold opposing views over anything; it can be anything, either the politics (like democracy vs.
dictatorship), religion (the differences of views between Shivaite and Vaishnavite), economics (social economy or
liberal one), social issues (views on the LGBTQ+ community), or ethics and morality. Having opinions promotes
individuality, but it can also have certain negative effects, which are polarization, emotional intensity, personal
attacks, social divisions, and conflict escalation. Ideological differences were raised during World Wars too, but
the perfect example of ideological conflicts on the world level are cold wars that once divided the world. After
World War Il, the superpowers emerged: the United States and the Soviet Union, and the different ideologies set
the stage for conflict. Each promoting their ideologies of capitalism and communism. It was characterized by
nuclear arms races, espionage, and proxy wars. It not only affected the US and the Soviet Union but also other
countries in the world and, of course, its citizens.

Considering ideological differences at the world level is more important than ideological differences of individuals
or groups for several reasons, which are as follows: first, global ideological differences can lead to conflicts, wars,
and geopolitical tensions, affecting millions of lives. Second, international relations because national interests,
alliances, and international organizations are shaped by ideological differences. Third would be global
governance: ideological differences influence decision-making on global issues like climate change, human rights,
and economic policies. Fourth, security and stability, as the differences in opinions can lead to security threats,
terrorism, and instability. Fifth, economic consequences because it can impact trade, investment, and economic
development. Sixth, human rights and dignity, as ideological differences at the world level can affect human
rights, dignity, and social justice. Seventh, environmental consequences, as conflict in views can influence
environmental policies and sustainable development. Eighth, Technological Implications because global
ideological differences can shape the development and use of emerging technologies.

Now the question arises: how to resolve the ideological conflicts
that are bound to arise in a world full of diverse countries? It is
possible by encouraging open communication and negotiations
through dialogue and diplomacy. Foster tolerance and respect for
diverse perspectives by showing empathy and understanding
towards everyone. Establishing international institutions and
processes for resolving disputes peacefully. Strengthening and
upholding international laws and norms. By promoting critical
thinking, strong media literacy, and fact-based information.
Encouraging leaders to engage in diplomatic efforts and
compromise. Fostering connections between citizens of the
different countries will also increase the understanding and
appreciation for various traditions and opinions. Addressing
inequality and injustice and other global issues can also be
helpful in resolving the issue. Celebrating diversity and promoting
inclusive societies can promote peaceful environments and will
increase cooperation in the world. Mahatma Gandhi ji has also
quoted that “it is good to have differences, but it is not good to
allow those differences to create conflicts.”.

In conclusion, as we move forward in an increasingly
interconnected world, it is crucial that we prioritize
understanding, empathy, and cooperation. Let us work together
to create a global community that values diversity of thought and
promotes peaceful resolution of ideological conflicts. The future
of our world depends on it. In the face of ideological conflicts, we
have a choice: to let our differences tear us apart or to use them
as an opportunity for growth and understanding. Let us choose
the path of wisdom, compassion, and cooperation and work
towards a brighter future for all.
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WOMEN IN BHARAT

UNVEILING THE TRUTH

"o ARG IS T I AT, TG 7 USA Qaredsohe: R
echoes a verse from the Manusmriti (chapter 3, verse 56). Rendered in
English, it means ‘where women are worshiped, the gods reside; but
where women are not revered, all good deeds become fruitless’. This
stands in stark contrast to the misleading portrayal of ancient India by
the biased western media, as retrogressive and pejorative to women.
Moreover, they unjustly blamed Sanatan Dharma to conveniently
mask their lies. Women in ancient Bharat have always been
empowered and enjoyed equal status as men, a narrative often
overshadowed by the media and books. The present-day ill-practices
against women are associated with the invasion of arbitrary
Abrahamic forces.

For centuries, women have been considered as embodiment of Shakti
in Bharat. Shakti in Hinduism is the ‘universal power which is the
energy that drives the entire universe, it is creation, protection, and
nourishment. In Hinduism, knowledge and wealth have also been
represented as divine feminine, and personified as goddesses,
Mahalakshmi and Saraswati. They are worshipped in every Hindu
household. In Hindu families, daughters are seen as embodiment of
Devi Lakshmi, who considered to bring good luck and prosperity in
their families.

Indian scriptures have given females an equal status as that of males.
In Hinduism, Ardhanarishvar is a form of lord Shiva and Shakti merged
as equal halves, symbolising the unity and balance of masculine and
feminine energies in the universe. It represents the importance and
oneness of both genders. In the Vedas, both men and women have
been given the equal right to perform religious rituals. The Vedic
period had set equal rights for both males and females in terms of
education, property, and social orders. Women enjoyed freedom of
speech and liberty at that time.

Females in Bharat have played significant roles in the Vedic era. They
received adequate education and were encouraged to study the
Vedas, Upanishads, and other sacred texts. They were allowed to
learn and teach various subjects, including mathematics, astronomy,
and medicine. Co-education was a practice during that time as both
men and women received equal attention from the teacher. The
women who chose Vedic education and attaining higher knowledge
were called ‘brahmavadinis’. Those who chose to marry were known
as ‘sadyodvahas’ and studied the Vedas till marriage. In the Kshatriya
societies, women were trained with martial arts and arms. Females
wrote and composed hymns, poems and excelled in fine arts.

Many prominent female figures appear in Indian texts, both in divine
and human forms. Women like Gargi, Maitreyi and Lopamudra were
renowned Vedic philosophers and scholars. They are well known for
their intelligence and wisdom and have authored several hymns and
verses in the Rigveda.

By Priyanshi Sahu

In Indian marriages, the wife is known as
‘ardhangini’, meaning that she is the ‘better-half’
of a man without whom, his life will be incomplete.
Married women were given an equal status as
their husbands in the Vedic era and had equal
shares in their property. Kshatriya women could
choose their grooms in an event known as
‘swayamvara’. Women were allowed to divorce
and even remarry under certain conditions. A
widowed woman was never ill-treated during that
period, unlike the harsh behaviours against them
that came up in the later years. Widows could
choose to take ‘sanyaasa’ or choose remarriage in
special conditions. The historical narrative of
Bharat also has mentions of brave female warriors

and even rulers. Some of them are Vishpala, from
the Rigveda, Kaikeyi from the Ramayana, and
Shikhandi from Mahabharata. Even during the
post-Vedic period, women have ruled in many
parts of Bharat under many dynasties. Even King
Ashoka sent her daughter Sanghmitra to Shri
Lanka for propagation of Budhism.




Bharat in the Vedic age was the only large society
that focused on women empowerment. Sadly, due
to the tyrannic Islamic invasions, this golden age of
women empowerment was eclipsed. These
invaders brought with them the Abrahamic
traditions to Bharat which restrict women the
access to education and career opportunities. Their
norms expect women to take on more domestic
responsibilities. They introduced the purdah system
in Bharat, which forced women to use veil to
conceal themselves from public observation.
Women started staying indoors as they were
forcibly taken away from their homes by the
authorities under these fanatic rulers, and were
raped, trafficked, and married against their will.
Their inhumane practices against women like
kidnapping, torturing, and using them as sex slaves
gave birth to practices like female homicide, sati. It
should be noted that these practices never existed
in the Vedic period. The access to education and
participation in social activities were restricted, and
their freedom was curtailed during the medieval
period.

Unfortunately, some of these practices are
continued in many parts of India. In the recent
decades, practices like dowry and casteism
became more rigid. Post-independence, India’s
constitution recognized gender equality without
struggling much, for example the right to vote was
given to women immediately after independence,
unlike the west where women must fight for
decades to secure their right to vote. Today, the
Indian government has introduced many laws to
protect females’ rights, including equal wages,
inheritance of property and allowed them to join
the armed forces. Although there are adequate
laws to counter the crimes against women such as
domestic violence, rape, and dowry; there is a need
for better implementation and timely discharge of

judgements.
For years, a distorted lens has been used to view
Bharat’s progressive history, efficiently

brainwashing the globe into believing that the
Indian culture has been demeaning to women. It is
time to uncover this prevailing brainwashed
narrative and re-establish the status women
enjoyed in Bharat earlier.
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A modern Cen on eseivalion and, social, change

By Himanshu Mishra

Shri R.K. Sidhva's statement from the 1947 Constituent
Assembly discussions emphasises how divisive reservation
policies are in India. In his remark, Sidhva expressed his
firm view that the idea of backward classes is a British
invention intended to uphold colonial authority and thwart
India's independence movement. The British sought to stoke
tensions within Indian society and provide justification for
their enduring domination by branding some populations as
backward.

Reservation policies have been the subject of a long-running
controversy. While some view them as unjust and
ineffective, others maintain that they are vital to remedy
historical injustices and foster diversity .

The argument has picked up steam again in recent years
because of numerous important rulings on the subject
rendered by the Indian Supreme Court. The Supreme Court
noted in Mukesh Kumar v. State of Uttarakhand that states
are not required by the Constitution to provide reservations
for public services, and that reservations for promotions
cannot be regarded as basic rights. Going one step further,
the Supreme Court in 2015 asked the Narendra Modi
administration to eliminate reservations from higher
“Sir, I contend that there is no such class as a backward class. education institutions on the grounds of "mational interest,"

W BRI et 19 UL a7 e L SEIE (285 et lamenting the fact that some benefits still stand even after
then play them up to the whole world and say that India

consists of so many backward classes and so they do not more than 60 years of Indian independence.

deserve freedom. I do not want this term "backward classes"

perpetuated in our Constitution. The sooner we do away with .
this, the better for our country, the better for our position in The Caste Conundrum: Unravelling the Knotty

the world.” History of Reservations in India

Rexervation Details

[PETo

- Shri R. K. Sidhva
The affirmative action in India has started by Vice-Roy

Curzon in 1905 by banning the employment of Hindu
Bengalis in the government services; the official argument
was that they were too advanced and taking away job
opportunity from others particularly the Muslims.

16



Later it was extended in the military services by giving
preferential treatments for Muslims and Sikhs branding them
as martial races. Reservations in government jobs were
introduced in 1918 in Mysore in favour of a number of castes
and communities that had little share in the administration In
1909 and in 1919 similar reservation system was introduced
for the Muslims in British India. In 1935, for pure political
reason the British government has provided job reservation
for the backward castes.

About 100 million members of the lowest strata of Indian
society are part of the Scheduled Castes, who were
designated as untouchables by the Government of India Act
of 1935. . The Constituent Assembly unanimously decided to
reserve seats in parliament and assemblies, as well as higher
education and government employment, for the Scheduled
Castes in proportion to their numbers and proclaimed
untouchability unlawful in Article 17 of the Constitution . In
addition to the constitutional guarantees, the Indian
government has created a plethora of other protective legal
mechanisms and "uplift" initiatives to enhance the well-being
of its citizens.

The majority of India's Scheduled Tribes, who are indigenous
people, also live well below the poverty level. Roughly fifty
million of them make up 7% of the total population . The
Scheduled Tribes are physically concentrated in three zones:
the northeast, a central belt extending from Gujarat to
Orissa, and isolated areas in south India. This contrasts with
the Scheduled Castes, who are dispersed across India.

While speaking on the issue of reservations in the In Constituent
Assembly, Ambedkar said -

"Supposing, for instafully employed in the public service
communities who have not been so far employed in the public
services to the fullest extent, what would really happen is, we shall
be completely destroying the first proposition upon which we are
all agreed, namely, that there shall be an equality of opportunity.
Let me give an illustration. Supposing, for instance, reservations
were made for a community or a collection of communities, the
total of which came to something like 70 per cent of the total posts
under the State and only 30 per cent are retained as the
unreserved. Could anybody say that the reservation of 30 per cent
as open to general competition would be satisfactory from the
point of view of giving effect to the first principle, namely, that
there shall be equality of opportunity? It cannot be in my judgment
therefore the seats to be reserved, if the reservation is to be
consistent with sub-clause (1) of Article 10, must be confined to a
minority of seats.”

A central commission was to be appointed in accordance
with Article 340 of the Constitution in order to look into the
circumstances of the underprivileged and offer suggestions
for improving them. But the Fundamental Rights provisions
—Part III, Articles 15(4) and 16(4) —gave both the federal
and state governments the authority to enact laws granting
preferential treatment to members of the lower classes, and
before an all-India policy could be decided, a number of
states started to establish and extend these benefits.

The first Backward Classes Commission, led by Kaka
Kalelkar, was appointed by the Indian government in 1953
to create a policy. A list of 2,399 backward castes,
including 116 million individuals (or around 32% of the
total population), was compiled by the Commission.
However, its members couldn't agree on whether caste
should serve as a standard for identifying "backwardness."
Five minutes of disagreement and Kalelkar's ambiguous
sending letter, in which he doubted the caste criterion and
sought alternative grounds for assessing backwardness,
undermined their majority report (1955). Consequently,
the federal government was reluctant to compile a list of
backward castes that included all of India. It suggested
that "it would be better to apply economic tests than to go
by caste," but instead it left it up to the state governments
to choose their own standards.

The Great Reservation Rift: Exploring
the Divide Between Merit and Quota

According to the ruling in Champakam Dorairajan v. State
of Madras , the Madras government has set aside a
specific percentage of seats in state engineering and
medical institutions for various groups based on factors
such as caste, religion, and race. It was argued that this
was unconstitutional.
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Article 46 of the Constitution, which gives the state the
authority to carefully advance the economic and
educational interests of the weaker segments of society,
including scheduled castes and scheduled tribes, in order
to ensure social fairness, was used by the government to
justify its decree.  However, the Supreme Court
overturned the decision, noting that it violated the
equality protected by article 15 (1) and that directive
principles cannot supersede the basic rights that are
secured. Thus, the Parliament introduced an amendment
to article 15 and inserted clause (4).

The Supreme Court ruled in Balaji v. State of Madras ,
that the government order reserving 68% of the seats
available for admission to the engineering, medical, and
other technical colleges is unconstitutional and goes
beyond the equality provision because the Constitution
does not set a limit on the provision of reservation.

The government's 68% reserve, which impacts merit
applicants, was deemed excessive and unjust by the
court. Nonetheless, the court established a 50% cap on
the percentage of people who must be racialized to work
in public jobs and educational institutions. However, it is
regrettable that the 45-year-old 50% rule is still in effect
despite significant changes in the SC/ST and OBC
populations as well as a significant growth in the state's
€conomic resources.

The judiciary has frequently been faced with the question
of whether reservation may be extended to even one
position within a cadre. In Dr. Chakradhar Paswan v.
State of Bihar , the Supreme Court considered this issue
for the first time and ruled that, in cases where a cadre
has a single post, there cannot be any reservations made
in relation to that post, either for initial recruitment or
for filling vacancies in the future. "No reservation could
be made under article 16(4) so as to create a monopoly,"
the court further said. If not, the equbased onromised by
articles 16(1) and (2) would be illusory and meaningless.
In Madhav v. Union, however, the Supreme Court stated
that "reservation could be provided even to the isolated
posts on the basis of rotation or roster system" in
Madhav v. Union of India , Even if this remark makes
sense, it can't be fully acknowledged because it requires
rotation. However, in job-Graduate Institute of Medical
Education and Research, Chandigarh v. Faculty
Association , the Supreme Court overturned this ruling,
holding that a single job in a cadre cannot be reserved
either directly or using roster point rotation. The
rationale was that a single post cadre reserve would
equate to 100% reservation, which is against the law and
goes beyond the scope of the constitution.

It is sometimes overlooked that the use of reservations as an
affirmative action tool can have detrimental psychological
effects by encouraging sentiments of inferiority . Affirmative
action can undermine the interests of the same
disadvantaged individuals it is designed to protect by
portraying them as "inferior" or "incompetent or both, as one
affirmative action expert notes. It might turn out to be
"fulfilling negative prophecies" or "doubly cursed". In certain
situations, despite the best of intentions to the contrary, it
could further exacerbate polarisation or stigmatisation. The
second component of the plan is generously awarding
student employment, fee exemptions, bursaries,
scholarships, and earn-while-you-learn programmes to
members of underprivileged, vulnerable, and impoverished
groups. The goal needs to be to make sure that no worthy
and deserving student is denied access to higher education
because they are unable to pay for it.

Conclusion and Alternative Pathways to Social
Justice and Equality

"Reservation is not an end but a means - a means to secure
social and economic justice... Reservation should not continue
for an indefinite period of time so as to become a vested

interest." - Justice Pardiwala

In light of these differences, some alternatives to affirmative
action have been proposed, including utilising social capital,
family income, and education as criterion; ranking the last
school attended; determining opportunity costs based on
neighbourhood; persuading those who are not beneficiaries
of the system that it is fair; and guaranteeing X% of seats to
students from nearby schools (such as the required 20% in
Florida, 10% in Texas, and 4% in California).
It is important to remember that while marginalised groups
like the SCs and STs are fighting prejudice, other groups like
the Gujjars, Patels, Jats, Marathas, etc. are fighting to fit
inside the boundaries of identities that are seen as outdated.
This is done to get a certain quantity of state resources, or
reserves based on community identities, rather than to
undergo the same type of marginalisation, discrimination,
and deprivation that the SCs and STs go through.
Nonetheless, there is a lack of consistency from the
government and the judiciary towards these groups, which
leads to both good and bad rulings. Remarkably, the Guijjars."
Instead of calling for political reservation, Patels, Jats, and
Marathas restricted their demands to
jobs with the government and at educational institutions. In
other words, these populations have grown cynical of
political reservation.
However, it is important to recognize that reservation is not
an end, but a means to an end. As Justice Pardiwala noted,
reservation should not continue for an indefinite period to
become a vested interest. Rather, it should be used as a tool
to empower marginalized communities and promote their
inclusion in the mainstream.
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INDIA. STANDS ON A CRUCIAL
JUNCTION WHICH BIFURCATES
INTO TWO WAYS, ONE, WHICH
WILL GIVE IMPETUS TO ITS FLIGHT
OF BECOMING A TRULY VIKSIT
BHARAT (DEVELOPED BHARAT) BY
MAKING THE MOST PRODUCTIVE
USE OF HER DEMOGRAPHIC
ADVANTAGE, HAVING THE
YOUNGEST POPULATION ON THE
PLANET, OR THE OTHER WAY,
WHICH WILL FURTHER ENTANGLE
THE NATION IN THE VICIOUS AND
OBNOXIOUS CIRCLE OF
CORRUPTION, DIVISIVE POLITICS
AND IRRESPONSIBLE, VISION-LESS
LEADERS WHO ARE INCLINED FOR
THEIR SELFISH-INTERESTS,
THEREFORE, ROBBING THE NATION
OF HER LONG-AWAITED
OPPORTUNITY TO BE A VIKSIT

RASHTRA (DEVELOPED NATION)
AND A POWER CENTRE IN THE
ARENA OF INTERNATIONAL
POLITICS.

\ R P
4 F_. \3 4 :

C By Sarthak Sharma )

Amidst the clarion calls for an unending
list of rights which an Indian citizen shall
enjoy and be guaranteed by the State,
thereby forming a focal point in domestic
politics, Fundamental Duties
unfortunately find no influential position
in the discourse of the Developing India.
To be truly developed as a major
economic hub, a thriving democracy, an
equitable society and a culturally diverse
nation, we need to reclaim Fundamental
Duties in this Confused Republic.
Republic  confused because of the
negligence of core duties as a citizen and
overemphasis on the rights enjoyed
without realization of the reverence
towards the nation.

ONFUSED
REPUBLIC

The eminent framers of our
Constitution knew the importance of
Fundamental Rights in a nation
which was standing on the critical
question of survival or its further
divisions into a Balkan region. Back
in 1947, when our nation, the
Undivided India, was partitioned into
India, West and East Pakistan, the
darkest episode of communal riots
followed amidst the high uncertainty
over the unity of our nation which
was formed after the Unification of
Princely ~ States and Provinces,
therefore, the Constitution makers
listed the core Fundamental Rights
like Right to Equality, Liberty,
Speech and Expression among several
others in the Part III of the
Constitution, ~which is legally
enforceable, that is, in case of
violation of such rights, the grieved
can approach the Judiciary for
redressal as underlined by the Article
32 — Right to Constitutional
Remedies.
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FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS WILL ALWAYS
CONTINUE TO FORM THE CORE
FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES OF THE INDIAN
DEMOCRACY WHICH ASSURE EQUALITY,
LIBERTY, DIGNITY AND FACILITIES IN
ALMOST ALL REALMS OF AN INDIVIDUAL'S
LIFE, BUT THE TRENDS OF DOMESTIC
POLITICS HAVE SHIFTED CONSIDERABLY
SINCE THE FOUNDATION OF THE
CONSTITUTION SO MUCH SO THAT
OVEREMPHASIS ON RIGHTS HAS NEGATED
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF CITIZENRY IN THEIR
ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN NATION BUILDING.
THE NATION BUILDING ROLE HAS BEEN
OUTSOURCED TO THE GOVERNMENT,
WHICH IS PLAGUED WITH CORRUPT
OFFICIALS, WHO ARE UNBOTHERED BY THE
PROGRESSIVE INITIATIVES AND RATHER
FOCUS ON PERSONAL GAINS BY
MALICIOUS MEANS, TAKING THE RECENT
SHOCKING CASE OF IAS PROBATIONER
POOJA KHEDKAR, WHO IRONICALLY WROTE
THE ETHICS, INTEGRITY AND APTITUDE
PAPER IN UPSC MAINS WHILE SITTING ON
THE CUMULATIVE LIES OF FORGED
DOCUMENTS AND FAKE DISABILITY. WHILE
ALSO TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE TRAGIC
MISHAP IN THE OLD RAJINDER NAGAR OF
NEW DELHI WHERE REPORTEDLY 3
STUDENTS DROWNED TO DEATH IN AN
ILLEGAL BASEMENT LIBRARY OF A REPUTED
COACHING CENTRE WHICH INDICATES
PURE NEGLIGENCE OF THE MUNICIPAL
CORPORATION, THE STATE GOVERNMENT
AND THE LAW ENFORCING BODIES TO
UNCOUNTABLE INSTANCES OF PEOPLE
INVOLVING IN  ACTIVITIES  CAUSING
COMMUNAL DISHARMONY AND POTENTIAL
HARM TO THE INTEGRITY OF THE NATION BY
ALIGNING WITH GLOBALLY FUNDED
ORGNAISATIONS THAT HAVE REPETITIVELY
WORKED AGAINST THE TERRITORIAL
INTEGRITY OF OUR NATION, TO THE
FREEBIES PROMISED BY THE
GOVERNMENTS OF ALL POLITICAL PARTIES
WOOING VOTERS AGAINST THE BACKDROP
OF FRAGILE STATE ECONOMIES.
THEREFORE, IN TODAY'S TIME,
FUNDAMENTAL DUTIES AS ENSHRINED IN
PART IV-A OF THE CONSTITUTION NEED TO
BE SERIOUSLY INGRAINED IN THE CITIZENS
TO INCULCATE A SENSE OF DUTY AND
BELONGING TO OUR COUNTRY AND HER
CITIZENS. FUNDAMENTAL DUTIES ARE NOT
MERELY A LIST OF A FEW ROLES TO PLAY
BUT ARE THE FOUNDATIONAL VALUES
BASED ON WHICH THE CITIZENS OF OUR
NATION SHALL BASE THEIR PUBLIC
INTERACTION UPON. FUNDAMENTAL DUTIES
IF INCULCATED IN OUR CITIZENS, RIGHT
FROM THEIR FORMATIVE YEARS OF
CHILDHOOD, WILL BENEFIT THE COUNTRY
PROFUSELY IN INTANGIBLE TERMS AND
WOULD FORM A BASE OF ACTIVE
RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS. THIS COULD BE
UNDERSTOOD BY DISCUSSING A FEW OF
THE FUNDAMENTAL DUTIES AS LISTED IN
ARTICLE 51A.

* To abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and
institutions, the National Flag and the National Anthem, this
duty underlines the respect and actualising the ideals of equality,
liberty and dignity in the real life of the citizens and society.

* To cherish and follow the noble ideals that inspired the
national struggle for freedom, this duty would forge a sense of
selflessness and would rule out any other individual or collective
interest which is antagonistic to the national interest.

* To uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity, and integrity of
India, this duty holds paramount value as several secessionist
movements and separatist demands have cropped up around the
nation which puts the integrity of the land in danger.

* To defend the country and render national service when called
upon to do so, this duty underlines the love, affection and
commitment to the cause of nation which shall never be
compromised by the citizens, free from the confines of identity
and ideology.

* To promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood
and to renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of women,
the duty also presumes pivotal importance in wake of communal
disharmony, clan-based skirmishes and violence against women
which are on an unfortunate rise despite the nation’s call for an
equitable society.

* To protect and improve the natural environment including
forests, lakes, rivers, and wildlife, and to have compassion for
living creatures, in wake of environmental catastrophes, climate
change, illegal mining, sand mafias, riverbed encroachments and
unsustainable development, this duty underlines the importance
of sustainability and harmonious development with nature.

* To safeguard public property and to abjure violence, in a
nation where we encounter violence in name of protests and self
expression, such a duty shall instill the moral obligation in the
minds of citizens that public property is availed on the costs of
their own taxes and any attempt to damage it must always invite
stricter punishments on the miscreants.

Article 51A lists eleven such Fundamental Duties, seven of which
are discussed in this article. Although them exists long standing
debates on the importance of Fundamental Duties in lieu of the
fact that they are not enforceable as Fundamental Rights, but it
does not lessen their importance in the World’s Largest
Democracy. In fact, in AIIMS Student Union vs AIIMS 2001
Case, the Supreme Court ruled that Fundamental Duties hold
equal importance as Fundamental Rights and that the word
‘fundamental’ indicates the equal pedestal that they have.

In the liberal political thought, which elucidates the core
conceptions like liberty, mentions that freedom is not absolute
and has justified constraints, so does our enjoyment of rights. In
a progressing country like India, which has land area at par of a
subcontinent, with the largest population on earth with different
cultural, spiritual and religious affiliations and the sprouting of
activities that hamper this growth trajectory, it is the final call for
our Confused Republic to have a balanced and co-joint approach
to Fundamental Rights and Fundamental Duties, such that both
are inseparable from each other and the absence of one would
render the presence of other as incomplete.

If followed by heart, the Fundamental Duties along with
abeyance to our Constitution and Nationalism hold the key for a
Viksit (developed), Samarth (successful) and Atmanirbhar (Self
dependent) Bharat!
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