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Local Inmates compared to the general public:

Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, Medical Problems of State and Federal Prisoners and Jail Inmates 2011-2012 (Revised October 4, 2016)

            more likely to have had a chronic condition

            more likely to have had high blood pressure

            more likely to have had heart problems

            more likely to have cirrhosis of the liver

            more likely to have HIV/ AIDS
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There is no shortage of challenges facing local
government: aging facilities and equipment, recruitment
and retention, and disaster response, to name a few.
However, perhaps one of the most daunting hurdles is
the financial burden of operating a jail. Many of those
involved in the criminal justice system are low-income,
uninsured, and have a history of inadequate access to
healthcare. 

Our nation's jails are not health care facilities, yet they have become de facto treatment centers, passing the
cost of medical care onto taxpayers. Inflation combined with the sheer volume of individuals booked into jail
who require medical treatment is outpacing the financial capabilities of local government.

According to PwC's Health Research Institute, the medical cost trend – the annual change in the cost to
treat patients from one year to the next – grew 7% in 2021 and is projected to grow 6.5% in 2022. This
increase is driven by price inflation, increased utilization, and more expensive drugs and treatments.

As jails navigate the challenges of providing health care for an increasingly sick inmate population, while
maintaining a tight budget, the need for cost-control mechanisms and insurance is at an all-time high. 

On average, about half of all deaths in local jails from 2008 to 2018 were due to illnesses, such as heart
disease, liver disease, and cancer. According to a Bureau of Justice Statistics report, nearly 45% of
individuals in local jails reported ever having a severe chronic health condition. 

The Inmate Medical Burden
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Catastrophic Inmate Medical Insurance

Coverage Highlights

Includes In-Pursuit / "Prior to booking" 
No pre-existing condition exclusions
Minimum inmate count: 2 inmates
Deductible as low as $1,000 per inmate
$300,000 Coverage Limit per inmate
$1,200,000 policy aggregate
12-month policy period

Eligible Expenses

Inpatient Hospital Services
Outpatient Hospital Services
Physician Services
Outpatient Diagnostic, X-ray, Labs
Emergency Room 
Ambulance Services
Medical Services and Supplies

Optional Coverage

Security & Guarding Reimbursement
Dental Services

Over                               reimbursed to jails since 1996!$25 Million 

Catastrophic Inmate Medical Insurance, often referred to as
"Budget Protection," reimburses eligible medical expenses
incurred by inmates outside the walls detention facility. Although
this coverage is intended for catastrophic medical expenses
that exceed the county’s annual inmate medical budget, all
eligible medical expenses count towards the specific per
inmate deductible. Eligible charges include inpatient and
outpatient hospital services, emergency room, ambulance
charges, and physician services. 

The standard per inmate per year coverage maximum is
$250,000, and the annual policy maximum is  $1 million; however,
ACCA member counties receive a 5% reduction in premiums,
an expanded per inmate coverage maximum of $300,000, and
a policy maximum of $1.2 million at no additional cost.

1-800-763-4868 huntbenefits@huntins.com
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Reimbursement of Claims
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Figure 1: Average Amount Submitted for Reimbursement, 
Select Claim Categories, 2014-2019
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Note: Figure 1 represents the average amount paid to medical providers rendering
service, submitted to Hunt Insurance Group, for reimbursement, prior to the per
inmate deductible being applied. Data is from a select group of categories and is not
a comprehensive list of all claims received.

Eligible expenses are reimbursed at a pre-
determined percentage (usually the Lesser of the
Amount Paid or 45% of Billed Charges, or a
percentage of Medicaid or Medicare). The paid
medical expenses accumulate toward the per
inmate deductible, which must be satisfied once per
policy period.

Once paid expenses exceed the deductible, a
claim can be submitted to us electronically and
reviewed for reimbursement. Eligible claims are
typically reimbursed within 30 days unless
additional information is required. Funds can be
provided electronically (ACH) or by check.
Eligible claims incurred during the CIMI policy
period must be reported, paid, and submitted to
us no later than six months after the policy
expiration date.

"Having this insurance is an example of good stewardship of county
resources, and it allows us to budget more accurately."

- Jail Administrator, NC County

INMATE MEDICALBUDGET

“One heart attack can cost $50k-$80k in hospital expenses, so I saw the
need to protect the County from a catastrophic event or illness.”

- Sheriff, FL CountyTestimonials
"Insurance agents call this inmate medical insurance; I call it budget

protection for our taxpayers." 
- Risk Manager, FL County

$155,527.96
Reimbursed

to Jail 2016

Suicide Attempt Jail Fight - Fracture

$93,306.48

Reimbursed
to Jail

 

2019

Respiratory Failure

$250,000

Reimbursed
to Jail 2019

Gunshot Wound

$60,718.66
Reimbursed

to Jail 2016

www.inmatemedicalinsurance.com

Visit us online at:
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Catastrophic Inmate Medical Insurance

Q: Are there benefits of being a member of the Association of County Commissions of Alabama (ACCA)?
Yes! The standard per inmate per year coverage maximum is $250,000, and the annual policy maximum is 
$1 million; however, ACCA member counties receive a 5% reduction in premiums, an expanded per inmate
coverage maximum of $300,000, and a policy maximum of $1.2 million at no additional cost.

Q: Is this a standard health insurance plan or is it for catastrophic losses only? 
This coverage is intended for catastrophic medical expenses that exceed the county’s annual inmate medical
budget. An inmate may require brain surgery, cancer treatment, or outpatient dialysis treatment that costs
taxpayer’s hundreds of thousands of dollars in a single year – an unexpected and costly expense that was
not factored into the budget. 

Q: Is this a standard health insurance plan or is it for catastrophic losses only? 
Each inmate has a specific deductible that must be met once per policy period. All eligible medical expenses
accumulate toward the per inmate deductible regardless of how many times an inmate is taken to the ER,
admitted to the hospital, or released on their own recognizance and taken back into custody. 

Q: Will this policy pay the provider directly or do I get reimbursed after I have paid the provider?
The policy will reimburse you. Once paid expenses exceed the per inmate deductible, a claim can be
submitted electronically and reviewed for reimbursement. Eligible claims are typically reimbursed within 30
days unless additional information is required. Funds can be provided electronically (ACH) or by check.

Q: Are pre-existing conditions excluded?
There are no pre-existing condition exclusions. 

Q: What is Security & Guarding Coverage?
Security & Guarding coverage reimburses the insured entity for 50% of expenses
associated with guarding an inmate that is receiving medical services 
outside the walls of the covered facility(ies). The maximum benefit is 
$5,000 per inmate per policy year, which is subject the coverage limit 
and per inmate deductible. 

Q: What is Prior-to-Booking/In-pursuit coverage?
Prior-to-Booking/In-pursuit provides coverage for medical expenses incurred by an arrestee prior to being
booked into a covered facility and for which the covered entity is financially responsible. For instance, if an
arrestee had a heart-attack in the back of a patrol car or was injured while fleeing or during a stand-off with
law enforcement. 

Q: Why should we buy this coverage rather than self-insure?
A county wouldn’t forgo purchasing commercial property insurance on their buildings because they’ve never
had one burn down; doing so could be devastating. Compared to the general public, local inmates are more
likely to have suffered from serious medical issues. A single catastrophic claim in a single year, let alone two
or three, can empty the financial coffers of the budget overnight.   

Q: How do we get a quote?
Contact Dan Lancaster via email at Dan.Lancaster@huntins.com or via phone at (850) 545-3855.
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Learn more about our agency and
the services we provide at:

www.huntins.com

Our clients' interests come first--they are the sole reason we exist. We
are committed to the highest level of fairness, honesty, and integrity 
from our staff. We believe these qualities, combined with creative and
innovative approaches to servicing our clients, are the keys to the 
long-term success of our clients' programs and Hunt Insurance Group. 

We will be flexible enough to undertake any assignment or project our
clients need, yet maintain a standard of excellence that will set us apart
from all others in our industry.

Our Mission

Hunt Insurance Group's story began in 1945, when John E. Hunt, Sr. left
Travelers Insurance Company to launch a full-service independent
insurance agency. He became a fixture in the community and
established a reputation as a hard-working and reputable agent. Since
our doors first opened over 75 years ago, our agency has assisted
countless businesses, governments, and associations, with their unique
insurance needs. 

John E. Hunt, Sr. 1918-2012

Above: Dan Lancaster gives a presentation 
to attendees of a state sheriffs'
association conference 

Above: (from left) National Sheriffs' 
Association Executive Director, Jonathan F.
Thompson, Sheriff Vernon Stanforth, Hunt
Insurance Group, Account Executive, Dan
Lancaster, Hunt Insurance Group, Executive
VP, John Hunt, Jr, and Sheriff Bill Bohnyak

Above: John Hunt, Jr., gives a presentation
on Cyber Liability to the Committee of
State Sheriffs' Associations

 Client Engagement

Above: Scott Hunt (center) presents a 
donation to the Florida Sheriffs Youth
Ranches
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Our Philosophy
To be the recognized leader in the development and administration of
alternative insurance programs and services for governmental and
select special risk clients.

Our History

http://www.huntins.com/


2075 Centre Pointe Blvd., Ste. 101,  Tallahassee, FL 32308       

Toll-Free: (800) 763-4868      Fax: (850) 385-2124 

Catastrophic  In    ate
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