


hello!

As I'm sure you've realized, selling art requires much more than just
putting pen to paper. In this zine, I'm hoping to demystify part of the
process and compile a basic resource for some problems or questions
you may encounter along the way, whether you are just getting started
or have been selling your art for years. While this is by no means
extensive, my hope is that you will leave with the ability to continue
your own research on the topic either by yourself or through the
amazing external resources | have included.

What is Platform Transparency?

Platform transparency, a barrier faced by countless artists and gig
workers, pushes the brunt of the work in entrepreneurship onto the
individual while companies evade responsibility and risk. This lack of
transparency refers to platform contributors, the working conditions of
those maintaining the platforms, and how algorithms are developed
and governed.

For artists, this can be seen as sites, like Etsy, frequently update how
the algorithm functions without notifying sellers. Or, when complaints
are dismissed as the autonomous seller bears the weight of risks (even
when the issue may be site-related).

As an unfortunate reality of platform work, it is important to remember
to practice healthy mindsets and allow yourself breaks. While some
portions may be outside your control, try to focus on what you can do.
Remember that you are not alone and will always have a community of
artists, friends, loved ones, and more to support you.

The resources and information provided are meant to
support your knowledge of the digital platform in its
current state (as of April 2025) and are not in any way
conclusive or fully comprehesive. As such, information
provided is not intended to be taken as personal
financial, legal, or health advice.
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When deciding which site(s) to list your art on, several

considerations should be minded: type of product, whether you
have the means to print/manufacture, package, and ship items
yourself, ease of use and features, and platform reliability.
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o] [l

Print on demand services operate on a dropshipping model, allowing

artists to simply upload a design and sit back while orders are

processed by the company
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When relying on a third party site, the price to pay can come in several forms. Many rely
on a monthly subscription model while others simply take a percentage from your
earnings. This, alongside transaction, processing, and other fees can become confusing
to keep track of- Below is an in depth dissection of how some major platforms operate.
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e Organize your website in a logical way to help search engines

understand how pages are related

e Use descriptive URLs

o Add Title links

o Add alt text when uploading pictures to let crawlers “read”
images and include them in search results

e Use keywords and descriptions for art

» Meta description tags



Without a physical storefront,

you'll need to figure out how

to drive customers to your

business!

bAD

Social media can be a great way to
increase visibility and create a name
for yourself while engaging with other
artists within the community. Building a
following takes time and consistency,
but remember that authenticity and
maintaining boundaries will encourage
both physical and mental health.
different  and
changing algorithms, but as a general

Platforms all use
rule of thumb, they evaluate on a
couple of factors: engagement (i.e
likes, comments, etc), trends (relevance
of content or topics), time (consistency
of posting and when the post was

made), and interaction.

To apply these principles to your own posts,
you can try to increase visibility with:

People love getting invested in a
story. Who is this? Why are they
doing X7 Where is X7

Posts engaging with art trends will
naturally reach more people as
their popularity increases.

Find an online or in

community of creatives who pg. 2

person

for communities you may be able
to join!

Try to interact with the audience
and connect on a human-level.
Captions can help by asking

questions, sharing  stories, or

encouraging response.



Glaze is a computer program that

defends your artwork against Al web
scrapers. It makes minimal changes to
your artwork (undetectable to the
human eye) to confuse the Al into
producing a completely different
image.
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While we wait for regulations on Al, here are some steps you
can take to protect your artwork when posting online:

@-NI|GHISHADE-

Nightshade is an offensive tool that
trains the Al to believe false truths. For
example, using nightshade might make a
picture of a chicken appear as a pile of
feathers. Over time, models will believe
the prompt “chicken” is actually a pile of
feathers and make the prompts useless.
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If your artwork is eligible, it's important
for you to register your artwork under
copyright, trademark, or the creative
commons. Al legal regulations will still
require time as courts decide how to
approach ownership. In the meantime,
take all possible measures to protect
your work and name.

Remember to also watermark your work
to protect your rights and deter
reposters!



https://glaze.cs.uchicago.edu/what-is-glaze.html
https://nightshade.cs.uchicago.edu/

