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Inspire Online
In 2022 Inspire Magazine will be moving 

to an online digital format. 

You can now read previous editions at;
 scriptureunion.ie/inspire-magazine

You will still be able to receive 
a printed edition on request. 

Please send your request by;

Email: info@scriptureunion.ie 
or 

Post: Ovoca Manor, Avoca, 
Wicklow. Y14TE27

(Please include your name, address and postcode)



Design & Layout: Sharon Lynch
Email: resources@scriptureunion.ie

Photography: Darren Bourke
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Tel: 01 287 6612 www.rossprint.ie
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guide my feet and a 

light for my path”
Psalm 119 v 105 NLT



Support SU Ireland

Stay up to date with our latest News and 
Events Updates from SU Ireland through our 
website and follow us on social media.

I am so encouraged as I reflect on the 
last year and recognise the ways God 
has used Scripture Union Ireland through 
this challenging season. We can see how 
God was preparing us for this time and we 
have held fast to the verse we wrote on our 
office whiteboard at the beginning of 2020 
from Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans 
I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans 
to give you hope and a future.” We are 
so grateful to all of you who have prayed 
for us, sent words of encouragement and 
supported us financially, this support has 
carried us through the last year.

Our ministry is made up of a diverse 
range of activities, in a normal year SUI 
runs 15+ residential camps and over 60 
school retreats (primarily residential) at 
our retreat centre, Ovoca Manor. Our field 
ministries team and volunteers connect 
directly with young people on these camps 
and deliver in-school retreats in a further 
40+ schools. Each year SU also runs CSSM 
in Greystones & Dun Laoghaire and this 
year we celebrate the 125th anniversary of 
CSSM in Greystones, the beginnings of SU’s 
ministry in Ireland. We also host a further 
100+ church, youth and other groups 
through the course of a year at Ovoca 
Manor. Due to restrictions and lockdowns 
this SU Ministry has not been possible, 
with a handful of exceptions such as RAW 
camp in August and a couple of excellent 
school retreats towards the end of 2020. 

Thank you for your support of Scripture 
Union over the last year. Your prayers, 
encouragement and financial giving 
have been vital to our ministry. 

These are challenging times for us all, 
if you are in a position to do so please 
consider contributing to our ministry 
by becoming a regular supporter or by 
supporting us with a one-off gift.

Thank you for being with us on this 
journey and we hope you are as excited 
as we are about the future and plans 
God has for us.

You can give online by visiting 
scriptureunion.ie/give or email 
info@scriptureunion.ie for more 
information,

or by post at:
Scripture Union Ireland
Ovoca Manor, Avoca
Co. Wicklow. Y14 TE27

Subscribe

facebook.com/scriptureunionireland

instagram.com/scriptureunionireland

twitter.com/suireland

Connect

info@scriptureunion.ie

scriptureunion.ie
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Be Encouraged
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I am so proud of our team who from the 
start of the pandemic showed an attitude 
to persevere and keep pushing to find 
a way to continue to minister to young 
people and families through the many 
challenges. We quickly pivoted at the 
beginning of the pandemic to delivering 
online content through our SU+ platform 
in the form of online Easter camps and 
the ‘SUrvival Kit’ to assist secondary 
school students with some practical 
guidance to care for their mental health 
through the initial lockdown. During the 
summer and with our utmost gratitude 
to some of our wonderful volunteers we 
produced an online CSSM programme 
and an online family week program. 

Our expectation was to be exiting the 
worst of the pandemic and its impact at 
the end of the summer 2020 however this 
was not to be. We felt and recognised 
the fatigue we and others were feeling 
towards anything virtual so turned 
our focus to developing high quality 
resources for schools and churches that 
would have longevity and life beyond 

Covid-19. In partnership with Scripture 
Union Scotland we have developed 
NUA:Christmas and NUA:Easter and 
we currently have other projects and 
training material under development as 
we build a suite of resources to support 
you, your local church, parish, youth 
worker or organisation in local ministry.

In the following pages, you will read 
updates from our team and volunteers 
and we hope that you are encouraged by 
what the Lord is doing through Scripture 
Union Ireland. Please continue to support 
us in prayer and share our work with your 
network. Thank you again for being a 
part of this journey with us.

Yours in Christ,

Gareth Lynch
SU Ireland 
National Leader



SU Resources
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What a difference 
a year makes! In 
our last edition of 
Inspire we were 

gearing up to launch in person our 
new series NUA:Origins and while we’re 
disappointed that didn’t happen we 
are so thankful to God that since then 
we have produced two further film 
series NUA:Christmas and NUA:Easter, 
that has been a great blessing to 
schools and churches in these unique 
digital times! 

As we look to the future we will be 
producing some training material 
to help people use our resources 
effectively and we also hope to 
produce NUA:Move, a video series 
helping 6th class students make the 
move to secondary school. As summer 
looms with some uncertainty the 
resources team will continue to work 
closely with the field ministry team 
and assist with potential online camp 
initiatives. Here you will read an update 
on all our digital resources.  

Jonny Somerville
Resources & Communications Ministry Leader

In early 2021 we produced NUA:Easter. 
Once again we partnered with SU 
Scotland and wrote and filmed a 3 part 
series that provides a fresh perspective 
on Easter and why it matters for us today. 
Our field ministry team of Darren, Mark 
and Sarah have been such engaging 
hosts for these mini-series and the 
creativity has hit new levels with the 
expertise of Greg Fromholz and Sharon 
Lynch. It has been a privilege to lead 
these very talented people to create 
God honouring resources to reach tens 
of thousands of young people. 

It has been a huge motivating factor 
to serve teachers and youth workers 
during the last year and we’re so 
excited that over 550 groups are using 
NUA:Easter, that’s nearly 30,000 young 
people exploring the truth about Jesus’ 
ressurection this Easter.

Register to receive this free resource at:
nuafilmseries.org/nua-easter-registration-form

NEW RESOURCE    NUA:EASTER
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One of the Mini series we have produced 
during COVID-19 is NUA:Christmas 
(when restrictions allowed) which 
turned out to be an impressive full staff 
team achievement. Over 550 groups 
engaged with this digital series from 
school groups to church groups or 
simply at home. This had the potential 
reach of 50,000 young people. SU 
Scotland who partnered with us on this 
project also had a similar reach. There 
were also 10,000 unique users on the 
RightNow Media platform (USA) and the 
content was used extensively through 
the Voke APP (Jesus Film), we are very 
thankful for these partnerships beyond 
our shores.

Neil Douglas (Youth Pastor) says:

“It was fantastic guys. Well done 
producing such biblically faithful and 
creative resources. It’s an inspiring 
response to the pandemic and really 
helpful to us in the church youth group.”

Rachael Keaveney 
(Youth & Childrens Worker) says: 

“Our young people loved the series, 
I really appreciated being able to sit 
down and watch the video with them, 
especially with COVID it feels like we are 
constantly on the go making sure we 
are following guidelines that being able 
to sit and watch the video with them 
was lovely and the group discussions 
brought up some interesting points. We 
do the Christmas story every year but 
this was fresh and different which they 
appreciated.”

James Baker (Youth Worker) says:

“Huge effort to get that off the ground 
in such a short time but has come 
out amazing. Well done. We showed 
NUA:Christmas on Christmas day at our 
church and it was well-received. Great 
job.”

Register to receive this free resource at:
nuafilmseries.org/nua-christmas-registration-form

nuafilmseries.ie    scriptureunion.ie/resources
CONT.a

NUA FILM SERIES NUA:ORIGINS NUA:CHRISTMAS NUA:EASTER SU IRELAND
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Our original 8 part series became 
invaluable during the pandemic with 
schools and education organisations 
making use of NUA as they evolved to 
online learning both here in Ireland and 
around the world. NUA was ideally set 
up for this as we had pivoted to offering 
it as a free digital pack through online 
registrations. Since the first lockdown, we 
have had over 150 registrations reaching 

a further 7000-10,000 young people and 
young adults. There are still exciting 
developments with this series through 
our partnership with Jesus Film. They are 
investing to translate and dub NUA into 
12 further languages with the vision of 
reaching the unreached. We look forward 
to working with our SU colleagues around 
the globe to see how this tool can aid 
their work on the ground. 

Register to receive this free resource at: 
nuafilmseries.org/nua-film-series-registration-form

As we continue to wait to officially launch 
NUA:Origins we are still equipping pilot 
groups and right now there are over 
150 groups that have begun using 
NUA:Origins which is very exciting. That’s a 
reach of 5500 young people. Jim Donnan 
(Church Relations) has done incredible 
work locally to assist parishes at the 
confirmation level. He has been equipping 
Anne Dooley, a Parish Catechist, Marino 
Parish to use NUA:Origins over zoom. 
There have been up to 100 young people 
with their parents tuning in each Monday.

Anne Dooley (Parish Catechist) says:

“A hearty congratulations on Nua 
Origins… I got a huge number of replies 
last night from people saying how much 
their children had enjoyed the session. 
It’s so attractive and so well put together, 
just fantastic to have such a wonderful 
resource to use, all the more so in 
Covid times when so many things are 
disappointing!”

One of the exciting components of 
NUA:Origins is the accompanying Journal. 
Our team has done an incredible job of 
creating and designing an engaging 
book and keepsake for the participants. 
We will be printing them later this year.

Register to receive this free resource at:
nuafilmseries.org/

nua-origins-registration-form
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SHINE ONLINE

We are still doing what we can 
to support young Christians in 
the school context. Shine is an 
initiative of all SU’s across the 
UK and Ireland alongside Logos 
Ministries and Crown Jesus. It 
exists to equip faith-based groups 
in Second level schools and to 
encourage young people to 
share their faith with their friends. 
That’s why we got together to 
run a youth conference called 
‘Shine Online 2021.’ This event 
gathered 150 young people from 
right across the UK and Ireland to 
hear 3 fantastic talks about the 
‘Why?’ the ‘How?’ and the ‘What? 
of sharing your faith with your 
friends. This summer the Shine 
group are producing a film series 
on the theme of ‘Influencers’ to 
equip outreach for faith-based 
groups in schools during the 
autumn. 

shineinschools.com

VOKE APP

Our partnership with Jesus Film 
also continues the development 
of the VOKE APP. All of our NUA 
material is presented on this app 
geared for individual growth and 
peer to peer evangelism. 

This Easter the app is also being 
used for a family campaign. 

The Family Easter Adventure is a 
5-part series using our original 
NUA Easter content to unpack 
the events of Easter and why 
faith matters for your family in 
today’s world. It’s the perfect 
series to spread out the story of 
Easter beyond a single weekend. 
Download the app today to make 
use of it with your family, ideal for 
starting faith conversations with 
your teenagers.

vokeapp.com



If you told me in March 
2020 that we would 
only run one physical 

camp for a whole year I would have 
called you crazy! A lot has changed and 
we have been okay with that and leaned 
into the opportunities it has provided. All 
Scripture Union’s direct work with people 
including through camps , schools work, 
residential work and training comes 
under the Field Ministries banner with 
the mission of sharing the hope of Jesus 
with the young people of Ireland. Our 
delightful team is made up of Sarah, 
Mark and Darren. Then we have our 
wonderful administrator Andrew.
 
So what have we been doing over the 
past year!? Restrictions meant camps 
were not able to go ahead so we moved 
ourselves online! We produced two 
online Easter camps for those who were 
missing out due to restrictions and this 
was an exciting way to still provide a 
taste of the camp experience. In spring 
2020 we developed an online retreat 
package “SUrvival Kit” to assist students 
with  their mental health through that 
time. During the Summer we produced 
an online Super CSSM programme as 
we were not able to run camps, this was 
a mix of online content, activities and 
zoom gatherings. It was a great way to 
creatively share who Jesus is to young 
people. A huge thank you has to be 

made to all the volunteers who made 
the massive undertaking happen. Family 
week also went online this year, for all 
those who had registered and a huge 
thanks to Alison O’Neill for all the work 
she did to produce this. 

We were super fortunate to be able 
to work in a lot of schools during the 
last year. As our retreats are ‘religious 
education’ we are considered an 
essential service, so we have had the 
excitement of working in schools. Here is 
some wonderful feedback from 2nd year 
students on just one retreat.

“I learned how important God is and 
what he does for us.” 

“I enjoyed the time I spent here today 
because it made me feel safe and 

loved”
 

“That God is always here even when 
you feel alone” 

“this is a day I will remember for the 
rest of my life”

“it was fun and good craic”

It is so encouraging to hear young people 
open to exploring faith and seeing how 
important life with Jesus is. 

We learnt a lot from creating all the 
content we did this year, what kind of 

Field Ministries
Darren Bourke
Field Ministries (Camps & Schools) Team Leader
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online content is wanted and needed, this 
was a huge learning curve for us. We took 
all this learning and applied this to the 
creation of NUA:Christmas and NUA:Easter  
for schools, churches and youth clubs 
alike with the intention of the content 
having life beyond covid. It has been an 
honour to produce resources that reach 
young people from across the country 
and from different backgrounds.

We are also using this time to evaluate 
our Field Ministries, exploring how we best 
serve the young people of Ireland, and how 
we may need to adapt to the new normal. 
We are looking at the sustainability of our 
schools’ work and how we may connect 
the church with local schools. We aim to 
better disciple and train volunteers who 
have given and continue to give so much 
to SU.  

I am reminded of John 15 where Jesus 
asks us to “Abide in me”. This is a great 
reminder to stay rooted to Jesus in this 
time. That while there is change and 
unknowns that we have our faith in Him as 
the steadfast hope we trust in. 

8

125125
years of

inIRELAND
1 8 9 6  -  2 0 2 1



125 Years of                in Ireland

First leader of Greystones CSSM 
was Bernard Herkalots who was 
a Cambridge graduate. That year 
there were only 5 workers on the 
team! Later that year Bernard sailed 
to India to become a children’s 
worker for CSSM.

1st Year

1896 1906

Leader: Rev GR Harding Wood who 
was from Cork. Thirty years later he 
was to write the first Daily Bread SU 
Bible reading notes. He described 
Greystones as ‘Simple, small and 
select’. So simple that one day he 
asked someone at the station ‘When 
does this train go to Dublin?’ He 
answered, ‘Oh sir we send them out 
according as the crowd gathers!’ 
‘So select was it that there were no 
trippers and the only attraction was 
ourselves!’

10th Year

9
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125 Years of                in Ireland

1916 1946 1971 1996 2021

No CSSM that year due to the Easter Rising. Leader: Mr Edwin Arrowsmith 1911-19 & 21. 

Edwin had been a member of Josiah Spiers team in Llandudno in 1873, where the CSSM had 
begun five years earlier. It is recorded that in 1915 after every morning service the children sang 
the National anthem! He was also used by God to bring Amy Carmichael to faith when he spoke 
at Harrogate CSSM. She later wrote. ‘I don’t remember what the speaker Mr Edwin Arrowsmith 
spoke about but after his address he told us to sing, ‘Jesus loves me, this I know,’ and then to be 
quiet. During those quiet minutes, in His great mercy the Good Shepherd drew me into His fold.’

1923-24  The Leader was Frank Millard who became first SU worker in South Africa in 1924.

20th Year

10

During The Emergency (WW2) 1940-46 
The 3 Strong Brothers, Trevor, Charlie 
and Stuart led CSSM - they were the 
first Greystones locals to lead it. 
Trevor and his wife Patricia worked 
as doctors in London during the blitz 
in the 1950’s and became some 
of the first medical missionaries to 
gain access to Nepal. Seemingly, the 
Atomic bombs that were dropped in 
Japan during the time of the mission 
had a huge effect on Stuart and the 
team.

50th Year

The Leader was David 
(Dai) Lewis (led from 
approx. 1954-74) who 
was an SU Evangelist and 
Author. Many of the stories 
(including ‘Gus Brown’) 
that he published were 
first heard on the beach 
in Greystones! Copies of 
these books can still be 
sourced. 

75th Year

1996 Leader: 
Robert McMullan
Volunteer 1978-1984 
CSSM Leader 1985-2009

100th Year

2021 Leader: Alison Gill 
CSSM Leader   2010-2021

125th Year125th Year
*2010 Yearly theme 

songs were introduced, 
written by the team.  

*2018 Dunlaoghaire 
CSSM is launched. 

*There have been 
32 official leaders of 
Greystones CSSM.

1 8 9 6  -  2 0 2 1

CONT.a

Children’s Special Service Mission



Roberts fondest memory of CSSM:

Approx. 1983 when Andrew Batty was 
leading Greystones CSSM, they got the 
local Gardai involved in the Birthday 
Service. The team on the beach were 
dressed as criminals and were singing 
the song ‘Marching beneath the banner’ 
- doing all the actions. Meanwhile, Robert 
was sitting in a Garda car just down the 
road from the beach. When they got the 
nod, the Garda put the siren and lights 
on and drove down onto the beach. The 
Garda then chased the ‘criminals’ down 
the beach while everyone watched. 

When I took over 
the leadership of 
Greystones CSSM, 
I didn’t realise 

one of the gifts I would need would be 
an ability to predict the weather! There 
have been many mornings that my 
trusty advisors and I have stood looking 
up to the sky trying to decide if we 
should head to the beach or have our 
morning beach meeting inside. One of 
these weather calls particularly stands 
out for me. It was a Friday of the second 
week which meant it was the annual 
Birthday Service. The Birthday Service 
often sees more people come along 
than usual and of course there is a cake 
to think about so it’s not as easy to make 
a last minute change from one venue to 
another if you get the call wrong. 

The weather forecast was for rain but 
the blue skies and sunshine told another 
story; what to do? Believe the forecast or 
what my eyes were telling me! My trusty 
advisors were not much help as they 
each had a different opinion as to what 
we should do. We prayed that we would 
make the right decision. It was getting to 
the time when we had to make the call 
on what to do. I went outside and looked 
up into the bright blue sky and not a 
few minutes later it began to rain, just 
a quick short sun shower but it made 
the decision that we would have our 
Birthday service inside. At 11:15am just as 
we started our birthday celebration with 
cake and cards and all the people there 
to thank God for being with us during 
CSSM it started to lash rain!!

Alison Gill  CSSM Leader 2010-2021

Robert McMullan
CSSM Leader 

1985-2009

“Sing along with CSSM Theme Songs: scriptureunion.ie/su-camps-songs”

11



CSSM SONG 2018

THE LORD YOUR GOD
Chorus

“T he Lord your God is a faithful God 
He will keep His promise of love forever 

For everyone who has love for Him 
And obeys His commands.” 

What a promise, a promise He’s promised to keep!

Verse

A promise of truth, a promise of love, 
A promise to be with us, not leave us, 

He’ll always keep us safe in troubling times; 
Forgiveness of sin, His Spirit within, 

Following Jesus is sometimes tough, but He’s 
Enough, so we wait ‘til He comes back again.

Hannah Doherty CSSM 2018

www.greystonesCSSM.com

MEMORY VERSE

DEUTERONOMY 7:9
“Know that the Lord your God is God, the faithful 
God. He will keep his covenant (promises) of love 
for a thousand lifetimes for everyone who loves 

him and obey his commands”

2018

YES,  
J ESUS ALWAYS
   DELIVERS!

The SU Ireland Team would like to give a 
special thanks to Alison Gill 

Alison has overseen the running of Greystones CSSM for the last 11 years. This 
has been no small feat and we are incredibly grateful for the years of hard 
work that she has put in to ensure that this camp has been such a success. 

From opening Beach Services with her famous “Good morning boys and girls”, 
to making sure that the team are awake to join in with the actions of songs. 
Alison has continually served with joy – even if she didn’t get her morning 

coffee! But perhaps more importantly, Alison has worked tirelessly behind the 
scenes to ensure the smooth running of the camp and ultimately ensure that 

teenagers and children from across Ireland hear about Jesus. 

No doubt many of you share our gratefulness for Alison’s hard work!

We open up the Bible and there we see
Jesus meets a man and says “come follow me”

“Your sins are forgiven”, to a man who can’t walk
 To the woman at the well he says “let’s just talk”

Chorus
Stop! Turn around. Let Jesus speak to you

Stop! Turn around. He changed my life, he can change yours too
Jesus words are powerful, Jesus words are true

Jesus words are loving and he speaks them to you
Hear what he says to you and there’ll be no doubt

That Jesus’ words will change you from the inside out

A man in the Bible’s sitting up a tree
Jesus says “I’m coming to your house for tea”

“Your home is now in heaven”, to a man on a cross
And “don’t you know who I am” on the road to Emmaus

Alison Gill & Emma Fawcett

STOP!
TURN 
AROUND

DATES FOR NEXT YEAR:  
12TH – 24TH JULY 2020

Ill
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www.greystonesCSSM.com

2019

www.greystonesCSSM.com

Verse 1
Let’s climb the mountain with Abraham
and �nd God’s promises are true
Cross the Red Sea with Moses
and know God rescues us too
Travel in the �sh with Jonah
Be kind to others with Ruth
March around Jerico with Joshua
God’s with us wherever we go.
Chorus

Verse 2
Sail in a boat with Peter
and �nd God’s power stills the wave
Listen on a beach to Jesus
and know for us he came to save
Find the empty tomb with Mary
Join the disciples and believe
Go with Paul and tell everyone
�at a journey with Jesus is the best!
Chorus 

Let’s Go Chorus
Let’s go, Let’s go on a journey with Jesus

Let’s go, Let’s go on a journey through his word
Let’s go, Let’s go on a journey that’s forever

Come on everybody let’s go!

© J. Barry, E. Fawcett, A.L. Gill
July 2016

Let’s keep going!

Hebrews 12 v1-3

Such a large crowd of witnesses is all around us! So we must get rid of everything that slows us down, 

especially the sin that just won’t let go. And we must be determined to run the race that is ahead of us. 

We must keep our eyes on Jesus, who leads us and makes our faith complete. He endured the shame of 

being nailed to a cross, because he knew that later on he would be glad he did. Now he is seated at the 

right side of God’s throne! So keep your mind on Jesus, who put up with many insults from sinners. Then 

you won’t get discouraged and give up.
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For almost a year now I’ve been saying, 
“We’re not having a great time are we? But 
it doesn’t have to be a waste of time or lost 
time.” It’s been a hard season in ministry 
during the pandemic but because of what 
God has done in me and through me in 
the lives of others, I wouldn’t change it. 
I’m amazed I can say that because I was 
forced to cease so many ministries I love 
& that pointed young people to Jesus; 
youth groups down at Crinken, youth bible 
studies in my home, camps and meeting 
up 1 to 1 to disciple young people without a 
mask or having to check if the guidelines 
allowed me to do so. 

Humbled and brought low to my knees in 
prayer for young people I could not seem 
to reach, I’ve seen God doing new things 
as he redeems and purifies old things. 

I think I’ve tried everything at this point! 
But, some of the most fruitful ways I’ve 
seen young people connect with God 
have included:
Sunday afternoon phone calls, where I 
have prayed before hand and had a few 

Voke is youth ministry for a 
digital generation.

With Group Adventures, bring 
better conversations and deeper 

relationships to your devices. 
Schedule and watch video series 
as a small group with real-time 

discussion, all in one app.

vokeapp.com

Stay Connected
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questions ready before I dialled. I’ve had 
some amazing pastoral conversations 
with young people. 

When restrictions allowed I’ve texted 
guys a bible verse and asked if they’d 
like to meet up outside safely to catch 
up and talk about what God is saying to 
us in this verse. I’ve told them I’m here 
for them, praying for them, but more 
importantly Jesus is doing the same but 
he’s actually with them by his Spirit and 
speaking by his Word. 

It’s been amazing to hear of young 
people grow as christians when all the 
events are stripped away from them 
and when Jesus is all they have, they 
find Jesus is greater, and God willing 
they decide to pray to him to follow him, 
not just listen to me or come to the youth 
group.  

But to encourage them to listen to 
Jesus is the hard part. We all miss the 
community and helpful discipline in 
person ministry is for helping us take 

time with God. Online ministry is tough! 
People get sick of it and then summon 
the patience again. Including me! So 
I’ve taken breaks. Then with a prayed 
for, flexible & fun plan ready, I’ve posted 
teens flyers to online youth groups, with 
some chocolate, a ‘Crinken Youth’ sticker 
and a Mark’s Gospel that we read a small 
passages of together each week. 

I thank our Father in Heaven for tearing 
down so many things and I pray this 
season produces disciples of Jesus who 
love God and long to be with him in glory, 
as they are carried by his grace, day by 
day, in every season.

Neil Douglas
Youth Pastor 
(Crinken Church) 
and SU Volunteer

Stay Connected
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The last year for Ovoca Manor has been 
challenging yet it has also been a time of 
stillness. Ovoca Manor continues to be a 
place of peace and tranquility.  

“Be still, and know that 
I am God”. Psalm 46 v 10

The daily busyness of our guests, young 
and old is replaced with the busyness of 
nature that surrounds us, the morning 
footsteps of the early rising campers 
running down the path is replaced by an 
extended version of the dawn chorus. The 
stillness and peacefulness around the 
grounds has become more prominent 
and we find ourselves being reminded 
of the beauty of this place and how it 
emanates peace and tranquillity and 
how important that is to our guests and 
supporters. We look to the future with 
hope and excitement, but for now we 
focus our minds on the stillness.

Ovoca Manor
Scripture Union’s Christian 
Retreat and Adventure Center
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We look forward to the day when our 
guests can return and once again 
share in this special place. 
In 2020 we were able to host some small 
groups, when restrictions allowed. This 
was a good learning time for us as a 
team and gave us insight into how 
procedures and standards may need 
to change for the future. Ovoca Manor 
also became the new headquarters 
of Scripture Union Ireland as we 
sought to conserve finances through 
this season. We upgraded the food 
serving area in the dining hall of the 
Manor itself, which falls in line with food 
safety & Covid-19 requirements. Our 
plans to upgrade parts of Densmore 
lodge have been temporarily on hold 
until construction restrictions lift, but 
we have some fresh updates in the 
pipeline for this. The upkeep of the 
grounds is ongoing as always and we 
are never short of something to do. 
When the opportunity allows we plan 
to start work on our chapel project we 

mentioned last year. We have been 
so encouraged and thankful to have 
received donations specifically for this 
project. If you would like to contribute 
to our development fund, please visit 
scriptureunion.ie/give

Thank you to all of you who have 
supported the ministry at Ovoca Manor, 
whether it has been through prayer or 
contributions, we can’t do it without 
you. We look forward to opening our 
doors once again and welcoming you 
back . God bless.

Sharon & Gareth 
Lynch
ovocamanor.ie
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Mark

Jim

Erica

Andrew

Gareth

Jonny Shiromi

Sharon Darren

Our passion for SU

SU Ireland Team 

“We are passionate about connecting 

children, young people 

and families to Jesus 

by supporting and equipping churches, 

parishes, schools and partners.”
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I have worked in the business world all 
my life, and currently work with Gymplus, 
which runs 8 Health & Fitness Clubs. I 
really enjoy my role as it gives me the 
opportunity to meet lots of people from 
different walks of life. My first encounter 
with Scripture Union was on an Isle of 
Man cycling holiday camp in the mid 
70’s. It was a very enjoyable time and I 
was particularly struck by the witness of 
two leaders Kingsley Prescott and David 
McCabe, really nice guys full of fun living in 
the real world and yet both, took their faith 
seriously. Although a regular church- goer, 
the next time I went to a SU camp was in 
1988 to visit SU schools worker Olly Strong, 
now my lovely wife! During that time I 
was challenged to put God first in my Life 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and 

lean not on your own understanding; in 
all your ways acknowledge Him, and He 
shall direct your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6). 
The experience radically changed me, and 
set me on a journey to having a personal 
relationship with Jesus. This relationship 
has continued in good and harder times 
and has been a great blessing to me.
I support Scripture Union because it 
has the wonderful privilege of being in a 
position to help people like me find faith 
and encourage them to grow and to be a 
blessing to others 
in our world. 

Dirk van der Flier
Chairperson

I am Nigel Locke 
and I have been a 
Christian now for 

nearly 50 years! I am married to the lovely 
Helen and we have 3 wonderful adult 
children, Paula, Gemma and Stephen. I 
am originally from Portadown but have 
lived nearly all my adult life in the Republic, 
most of those and currently in Bray.
Over 35 years of my working life has been 
with Sunbeam House Services in Bray as a 
Financial Manager from which I took early 
retirement just 2 years ago. Since then, 
I have been working in various mainly 
Christian charities. My hobbies, before 
Covid 19, are playing golf, walking, cycling, 
going out with Helen and watching sport, 
especially Manchester United winning!

In the north, I was involved with SU in 
school and went on several SU summer 
camps. So, from an early age, I could 
see the effectiveness and the appeal 
of this Christian organisation in my life 
and the lives of many of my peers. I got 
involved with SU in the Republic in Jan 
83 when Robbie Burns asked me onto 
the Council as Honorary Treasurer. I 
have seen God at work in SU over these 
years as He has touched so many young 
people’s lives through, camps, SU school’s 
work, attending Ovoca Manor and all the 
other many and varied activities and 
communication modes. I am excited that 
God can still work through SU as SU have 
adapted how we communicate to young 
people through young people.

Find out whats makes them 

passionate about SU...

Meet the SU Ireland Council Members
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I am Alison Gill and I am a 
Secondary School teacher and 
I teach Home Economics. I love 
to travel and I have also worked 
with SU in Canada and Russia! 
I first became involved with SU 
Ireland through my parents 
who were part of the very first 
camp in Ovoca manor. I then 
became involved in my own 
right as a camper and then as 

a leader both in Ovoca manor 
and at Greystones CSSM. I 
love being part of SU as it has 
a broad outreach to so many 
people and because of it’s 
focus on introducing young 
people and families to the love 
of Jesus through his word and 
seeing them grow and develop 
in their faith.

I am Cáit Ni Choimin, primary 
teacher and mum of two. An 
interesting fact about me - 
my nickname is Sofa (see if 
you can work that one out!).  
I started going to SU camps 
when I was in primary school. 
It was an important part of 
my life. I made many lifelong 
friendships and my camp 
experiences helped form the 
foundation of my faith and 
spirituality. This all led me to 
pursue further study in pastoral 
ministry and spirituality. I am 
excited about the growth of 
SU and its broader outreach. 

It has been great to see the 
development of SU’s resources 
and their reach across 
Ireland and the globe. I am 
encouraged seeing SU work 
with new parishes and schools 
in all denominations around 
Ireland. It is great seeing SU 
Ireland’s staff and resources 
help young people engage 
with scripture and their faith. It 
is exciting to see young people 
grow a personal relationship 
with the Lord in a meaningful 
and vibrant way through the 
work of SU.
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I am Bruce Mullen and I am 
married to Fern, have three 
adult children, Sarah Rachel 
and Andrew, two sons in law 
and grandsons. I work as a 
trustee to Pension Schemes. 
My first involvement with 
SU was through Greystones 
CSSM which my mother 

brought me to every summer 
and it was an important part of 
faith formation for me. I have 
been involved with the SU 
Bookshops, Venture weekends 
for national school children 
and part of the leadership 
team for Family Weeks.

My name is Grace Deegan, 
I’m a child and adolescent 
psychotherapist working 
between the community and 
private practice. Scripture 
Union played a pivotal 
role in providing exciting 
opportunities for adventure 
and friendship for me as a 
teenager attending camps, 
it guided me into leading 
camps and becoming part 
of the team as the primary 
schools coordinator for many 
years. It was through Scripture 

Union that my passion for 
working with children and 
teens grew and led me 
into therapeutic work. I am 
enthused by the commitment 
and collaborative efforts they 
engage in as an organisation 
committed to nurturing 
spiritual development in 
children and young people. 
Interestingly, Ovoca Manor is 
also where I honed my skills 
of making homemade pizza 
dough for 100 people! 

I am Greg Fromholz, a 
Documentary, Music Video 
and Resource Director, 
including 3 NUA Films Series; 
Author of Liberate Eden and 
Broken; Young Adults Ministry 
Director for the Church of 
Ireland, United Dioceses of 
Dublin and Glendalough; 
Director and Co-Founder of 
the Rubicon gathering; and I 
love LEGO. 
I am married to Alexandra, 
with three lovely kids, Chloe, 
Joshua and Eden and one 
wonderfully silly dog called 
Phoebe.

I believe that Scripture Union 
is strategically placed to 
take risks, an organisation 
that never shies away on 
how it communicates faith 
formation; trains leaders; and 
develops and models faith 
communities, whether it be 
in schools or in camps. It is 
a continual honour, for me, 
to walk alongside Scripture 
Union.
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scriptureunion.ie

SU IRELAND CAMPSSU IRELAND CAMPS
Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic SUI have been guided by the 

relevant health and government agencies to inform our decisions, due to 
current restrictions and uncertainty about the coming months we have not 
made a decision on camp dates for 2021. We will keep you updated on our 

plans through our social media and subscription platforms.

for any queries please email

camps@scriptureunion.ie

or you can Subscribe to SU Ireland by following this link

scriptureunion.ie/contact

We look forward to the day when we can see our campers again!


