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INDO-LANKA
FISHERMEN'S

Rameshwaran

B Kachchativu is a
barren island that
lies between India
and Sri Lanka

B There are no
permanent
inhabitants or any e
permanent structures i
on the island other  [RECAE T CIAE
than a Roman Catholic [ECCLRUERBIENT R
Church, administered EEHEHEHR
by the Bishop of Sri Lanka.

Jaffna.

In 1974 Sri Lankan
Prime Minister
Sirimavo
Bandaranaike and
Indian Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi signed

The Best Coaching Institute For TNPSC, Bank, SSC, Police Exam, TET Exam, Railways Exams

O 8939 144 344 2 @ www.weshineacademy.com




paunel sl 0 b o ananty 4 Gudoagdi

yeuCenseurtd, a1119:
FOBHT qaﬂmmggs@cu @gs
Bunfisr apssd yBnefor apt
uiflomesr (319) sewewmy. FIL
CuiaGapiiis gyevevuilsir s’ HLom
QI LIswigE B 1ieTerem)
wpmud  Faraed  Ggmifleh s’
g Fieop e svaiet
OUATR,  LOTHIY  (LBEOGUIT
Guomasr syevor 1omgh yFCuirtr
@muih g FpsLo D19-FHeD
BITL 19 Gt

[T OF 7 /M W ] Cuomassr
FyeT  aE eV HergHe

Qauerflufi 1 uQeua, ‘g e
afleb Qgmifleb gyemp Causioms L)
GRITLD QUGNTTTEG) DyewL_ib g QbR

@i appsd yPpaion
31y sevsemmy. 811 CusCagflis
L BeTeng. (3)31 eLosvasy B
ILOTGLD. @Qbsd GlpTeareaCHTS
@1 umireney Qe S 1 b
Qi syarallsy Cosemevauriii
FEGN 2 (HUTSHT), Fmaler Lhsr
gy 2 HUSFuT6H Ly TR
QuimLh F5FwiT 5 Hlewevih) mid Hib.

wrdfl euigeneus L

Quaenn mn@s\am yeuGenasugsdled gmmmmmm quulﬂmnsm &smmnnu.. ﬂu Gu&(&s@m Spemeoules
) i Guonsen gyedor oned o_enefl GLmi.

Q.

L wsSw

5 &

B3 Gaimid ﬁgﬂg:m wpsd®
wl_@u.ﬂ/v QupEIsT QgL
DI LIBIFGT 6T 2 (HeUTSHL
upLh eTaTLIghaTeT LTH_aLh
st61 my Qg ialdgir.

QFdgedm st 2 HUGE
Lisnflufled At CLisCagllis enL_7
UL om@th. @blevevudsy G
CusGogllin oo G2 249
Sl pauT I DI, ‘Big e
afleb 71’1 GLIGG el oyamev 5 (B
LOTGILD eipeuLh, DU Ll 25
mwafar 81 CuisGaglin Qzmflsd
BIC b @BFwiTeda  aureyer
STl (@B YV  FLOTIT
eh.1943 Gamg Gevalleh st
ModS L0FFUI TF UL
olid551. Qs yme wpad
Coyguwnaab,  LODLPFLOTS
ayLb Lo 2,500 GLigndg Gaueney
QUITUILIL] FlewL_digLb.

Qb3 _yeveuuied swirhssli
(b Piser efenQeaefls siemm,
LTGHTUL], QEwpens pievmews
Doy, 5g8  Qpmifley s’ Lidiai,
B0 SOLOWIBIHET 2 GToHL L (1pd
Fus BIEDHGEHHEBLT LIGSTLIHLD
srai1 my Glgiafdgi.

2027-86v 2920 GFwiBen®dBCHTeT sJauriLIBID

enansmLTS, el 19: Lighaubleney,
STHMI LOTS DL S LG\
[BleneVanILIG: FHauaTHITEIIILISDHTET
‘20 QrumenssCamer  aumLD
2027-@)eb  aflevenfled  erauLiLs
(b ereT a@ﬁunﬁé&ﬂu@ﬁgpg’
a1, @Gy gevevaurt efl. 5T
grmwentes GsMalldsmi.

QFeUkIHTaIT LOTEGLD, DS
gruTged 2.6rer @VbHuw el
Quimlwiren e Hevafilufed
weoL_Qihn  BapdPuilsd  Lim gy
Sl oyrmiigs)  Guorbim’ (B
eI (199yTige), @S
aflewGlovarl] 9yymiid§) B miaueib
@mwu ), @/L@cu ej@u/mmqebei)

FTenFL 19 2 el L _gyewLoLiL
Ferflast aflchiahrarflsai LogGlufleh afl.
wrgmwesest CLIGWISTo Si:

20y gaysewallsd (71405 )
sibpalls Clomssd@d 2 6remt
&6 100-d@Lb yGsLomet (104
a;&ﬂpm&&@&ﬂm&m)m&du;r)fm&:h
Careirgemen afletrenflet Blenevis)

DS wpzev HTH eren Gl
aoLoGOIL @)BEWLIT QLD mIcTen ).
$0CLTS), @81-20  BbSeilar
et Résms  (gCyminiw
aehpluid, oy s e,
@bFwrr,  oGuofds,  gafw,
G 2.6 21 prBsener 2.6
aTL_d& syenLoliL)) ‘#5120 QlFwm
m5FCarever aflesmeniley ey
oughsTer Lisniloow @evGrm
CLonQsres(®) aimEn S @,5
S 1_gBe @B (LpaT
auenfl  Likisnd  UBSED S
Lihaublenev, STH M) LOTS LoH
oup s Qe Hlewew
SIS Hed3T
SITewiILIL
S &IT el

@ 5 s

QrupemsiGaner e 2027-

@)ev aflesrenfled ereuliLiBid 6T
STRITLITASSLILIBFD ) 6T DITIT

Guogyitb, ‘ergmeniones auidss

F@ulevrrest QewHensSCsHmer

S 1_rigeanujb @Gy Glauisd

U@ aumBng. 34 prGsefs

433 QurwnhesHCHTen 6L

auswfls FHuled aflssmenfley Glgwim

DHFCHTAHMN GTRYLD [L_aulg 5

DSHFHEEIT @Gy

B Cuoh G o m e Ban

&1 Gl Guenfls T Gudled

s 5% eremi_

Qe Geun

w54 CHimenen w/Lb

@sGyrr afssmenlsh

Qeum pf %17

s

eTailysirer .

aipd  2040-@)ed  aflewrGlaver
afgrisenen  Fleva)dhd aiLiLfal
gnanar Lesfulsd @svGrm Fafly
e Y A E T NE
S 1_gwg @B Gaupplsriom
&g Qc;u_l’i)u@g',;_;) GIT60, aI6TaT F6uLD
gaye Oemiflev mi b, Glawnm
HHCHTET Qmifled 5L LiLb,
QuuphenssComer  LweTmL (B
B 1 ke, LossliBisemer ailesr
Qevelld@ b S 1 shis
afleb (Lpavrasflenay G BT
afled evrmrs @bEwimaud G
ELCS

Guogyith, ‘Fapdywimesr  ereim
QYLpFHL_6D YTTUIEFS B 15515
&% Yps_eOleh o uIT 910555
WSd HhIED auamsievrer 100
BB, Liplosyeir 2.2 151 it
FPODNTOYL_GHT Shalg it el L GL_ef)
WILD HeVEWET 2 (haUTdh@LD Liswfufleh
@Gy FRLL_® aubFnG/ 6Tsi
DT U,

The Best Coaching Institute For TNPSC, Bank, SSC, Police Exam, TET Exam, Railways Exams

O 8939 144 344 3 @ www.weshineacademy.com




2. National News

- sgelklﬁg | NEWS &

ImieuEnFWeny WEETSHT ESHmevefl.
031G E) byaTUEN AFiIUSNSHTE ATSIWE 186y
Fmsswesnsn egmeaeilume, A5TGS) wyaaTuaD
wimib wefluer Nyess Az5TGS) wmIeIEDTWED
s dlu 8w meengnaaea@w Sl@bull QuyLiLLeor.

SU

17 APR 2026

wHaiTT G AFIHDDH-0HTHS
wpiFyamL wlFTHT CHrevai

eLpsdTaNiew @) LIk GILiHLILITGTEnLD SlemL_& &0 lsv6men

apsiifls) @ L BLGDLIsTaIEE Came 352 andg e

Lg1 Sevedl . 17: Lodsarenas - CLirevaiseied 33 #5675 Loselt

60 oo cewrigy opoaicg %, ibsenevas
Ogir@Baehicn erahnanlsemaneis SHHIL b 850 anT 55
a5 arens @aiqub ewgmm_'lqa' ELJ_g' Q@gg G, 105

3
gﬂ cw}smnuq& F1 g @w ety ﬁmp@a@ Q.Mgg
PR (543) e 50 Gichy

[/ HHBUI6) LnGai@LD a@/uﬁama

ofled epetrfled @) Likis GLigpLeITSIEOLLGSTEN QUTSHEBHEHLD
Caenar.

Gropaetm_ mcmgn Lb'grm anﬁ@s@udh) @ngﬂm i)

[ e Flent
wGar

ama;@aa@u%:‘) 528 ayud)mnm L ns.{h{up et
STYE YaNTs 298 arrsgmantd, a1y 230 eurdgmenid
Qm_ggsn, apairled @@ Litkig @u@u‘uﬂﬁﬁmw&@ 352 urs:
@zer Cpevay areim Hevavuich, 54

mGa-ngT Carevafiur

e jf{;’llJif £ mﬁ §’ev bmmymme» o)
sm]@u: lar::ll‘rr};ﬂl.% B
arflsir LA SIEB, '&(J'mr S i ST

wGsmaT aies
BT LOTHeVRIS

QU sl Lilaunen andEasT

LN BalL el 6109, 5861 CLmmLD

wseflit QL ess80-QsrEs wnfrawiy wEsrgr
CarisgbaLLlLgrd, aHibs Asmears saessi

il @ aisi’ 19 6 L5 fufich GlgyT @ Loy
SOl HILISTS HH s 1Bg efiaiseamhimenDd Lpst
ORUSHIIL L m

~ e

DGLFFTHEAT % ASBeMT. T
g dstni’ Hafl’ 1 g6, s1gisaL 4 %G&}.bnl@] mg g'u")l
F1gevg yemib CoFur genpmus g’ 1L_eni) ensuliGle
R

wilw sdlen e (pyay wahseeal, Guyevammals L%
el 33 #3075 Qb auphigb #1° 1 1b sz 2023~
@ BeomGampiii’ gl @QYbss st _sHenng, 2027 1é
SO GTRH HIFOHB gL _uievres Gz

B QUETTEHED LITRs sl Lawfl 67ib.19. SaeT e L
angquwirg Gurgri LS8 FHULL e,

BrLT@poan alausTrRiadr glen SiewssT Syam
A mpmsda, ‘wseflar dsarelsGd awrOTHNE
Apiyflss amiven afiés. fadr sapelll Gefll
Lar. Quensefian = fewsEsssts Grgot Gorg =irs
QaTLihg CurFr@’ eremmi,

ys@ Geon Cu yilupstiiBgsinn’ B, eiiforer eflanrgb
i, -
élﬂmsl) ”DM eﬂsungu) LL@»}TJ,FI@(:»@ DYFTUTS Dy sot
Guomy., tosHw 26irgien )rnu:ag T ol apT, LGB 51
i FT oyigy et gt Glosarred o sremt’ Gr_s
LodFeTeval s15\T oL GORVRUIT 71T (G50 o5 ¢
it 35.@.‘35:1@_@]35\71 6y, Qi gyé Qawewt Lfwkist sTH5

L& el gL 17: siauss HSuILD
(gpertberos’s) Qauarfiud +— Qi
Qurgenigay pi@sehsr syarf
anaufled S-_opeugy @l HFe0)mHay
b-gauz @k di6e GpFur
Qlrair mysiran, 2 s e 6-

}/DLE 5 L rs‘vrﬁs@ 5 5 J1T 65T
@bBuws e mulieh oGy @Geph
B3 b GLords .emmr
o pugFuisr  (@Biglf)  ouges
Lo yevarem_ 2011~ 17—&3\%*
(b 2022-23- 10T
ST @vmf\ln @‘ﬂ_m u:’!rﬁ'sm
WJGHTET 5% S IIBRD S

ot irenay 19eTen T Hetrer

ozl QIH315@ (prGann
(LpLgILD ST LOGBUI DTS GTHIT
LITT &S]

Settheon’s  gyaller, FLBB
2024-@v  @)pHwirailsr  ahig 1
3.76 yMéawer  9Ghofds
L_Quya @) bbsa. (AL 1_esfishr
&g 193.7 19 Meveflussir oOlof i
L7 TéL\I*I%\@ @’bﬁ_‘;{ HL_[b% ) euT
19.6b @bQunmm g1 o'y
3.9213 Msvelweir ofolofss L Tew
715 Q) imbs Henevuled, (A1
afletr adlig L9 4 19 Aevadlisr Glo
M L1011 2 UnThF

@S Causons ey

luflw GLmgemy HiBasfle 6-y6ig:
B 5516 0senn QS DebesL

aph Quiflu QumgpenT Ty
pras  @\ms  CLm@ei,
B GV Lomgmisents Lo
i1l L_TQ B Blayas @b
emimufleir toB'iy Fiflenaid; v
gy

2fOofidn LoV BdE BlaTren
@QpFuraler  emaTd)  oFny

sfp 204Gk 84.57-Ged

(b 2025 @au 88.48- oy ompa
] BLprenig b
Cuogund afipsGuiem_pgy 92.59
Qaebaith e1e GTHTLIMTSHHI L
A SOhofds LT HHS
Ty LA e Liaye
Lo IL] QIR _b 21 QUBRD S

@eTibeTon’  gyelle g in1
i, HpTemiged Liew
wmp ARBHE g i
W6 Quiflw Quiranit Ty Br1HS
arleh GGt 6~y i Gk S50
Qam_gpth erawr Glgflalldmtnn’.
Betrom gy

@\ nlspnb, Bds opew
1960 L9P" 1 emest Lot (PLosheuTed
SUNITEOSUYLD FL_h] 4=l
Q- sais_@Gur  psiGer
mith sTe TRTLITTSH LIRS DS
25 Hlevev Glam_pb Hlenevuiled,
2031-@) @Bt G\grioeflents
Slshigypidngg  pameh  3- ez
@h_gyias Qo

€5.12,980 Gamg A G]g,rr@uuuur
‘UTTS SLe0&mT ST (D& & gLoLd’
&S SHMEFFTENE ELIL|FHE0

L1 Sleval, gLl 18: DBTLiT HLG0aiT HiTLILT (5

Qs B

Qar@in), Hewhn He
QLIS LT i

& FL_d@Lb sTUGSHF BI(R)

LagiETtiont 2 SRS Sih et
obe 12,980 Cariy. §5) Q@i s gaiqus
Uy sL_est sTULTL % @upon eeTm
g_dryn;gbﬁ a;m.'rL?r’ﬂl'_@é; @@gx’zigg 205
SELBGRI DGR LT I ) W )y
L e ]
diggint pOypgly Guomy. gsewewdis
ann penl_Gbm g
SYUDFFT DRI Il 1_SHH6D F)BhmTan LIL|
B DB L&)

Guoipsn&us Guimt  sirgewnons QY
Sy HUILSET hmid BVsHuT Grras
aubg a7 siicsenss GLitsgan 53 55
LOWTH LTRSS (), eThmioFument
Hlr HPUD un@ﬁaw& FBBSFAT. m@t.n.ﬂsﬁ
L(%ng Yt aen Lemeh arenauled FnciLy Sl

L (7 S L sisewen LoSF 2475 a@?sﬂg
Bl 5 QL TFFwTH, HHGLITS), 26T
BT ST RS Gposms 2 5auTds
LI SRS I PTET Sl

Q5150155 wHBL sHae wHpib Hall
LITUILS SIeD IenodaT Jfsivala enase
Y ENTESE sug,/

@j&ul Qg QuTHEL ezl @)
SwTellesr 1 HUIITL 19 6D 2 6o HLILIGISHET
wp b @bHureied) L J(pLb <9y
ng @S Crrss) aumin 5755 HiLbs

3 i @ﬁ)p«n’mﬁu 2 5;,@7.,‘.11;@@5
g{sﬁ?éx;gw SFLOTS LTS FL_eoFm ST
B @pod eren 2 @ ST
GLLDGED 2 (HRUTIHS LOGFNI T 5 UIL D
DYGTT1S BTG B

Redl O SIPDUSHHETIS 57
@Havarr GIDD) QUBLh FLILIGHET wp i a5
S @jmpg:wmmﬂ a.‘r\}‘bcbl FraSas b o
@ FgdEgFea ahpld Grebed Hiieh
Sema@ Lelay ey s1ff GeT bz
Hev_r'niewg 2. myF Glrinugid.
@Ot s, el 21 & LGS,
Syhiset LILpS), FTH@HST LTSI L
Cuirt gumudiser 2.6efl L ewed s
&L ,ai\yrr'l SQUITWRISEGTUYLD 2 GG HFMI
) '559&'1@)!;@;%@1“!;&19] GO
191 i,
p_lﬂ 2bSrsder em. 24,815 (:am
US]G\) Uuﬁ]e\) gz bz 2 557 L7Cs
s T HleUrhieTe) b 24815 kﬂnq
q-lcm/p Lied aufl gulleh Lirengd
g_m i s_rbcna) 1SHFW yevLndFTenar ULy
B 2l 31
@”bi;;; B g8 Gip, 2837 105
FHH Wrmunum},%\m RgHTLy
aueny 403 Hluf. als;rman/ 3-gaug LoD
Dith 4-@ug| Ui LITEISHET YeUDFHHLI
LIL 2.6iTeT 5. ;9;,"6@/ lD"lrbb\)ﬁ'Q&i‘ T @Aph
S :;eba 'usvw.uuzg_;\;mn auenufleuT e
198 Hub. Qprenevaydd - hHmib
4-gyaugi uiieh myﬂ,' _BIHGH 2D HFLI
uL_ 2 irane. Qa1 B) g0 @) omflevdiser
OTTGSHOTET Jufle) ouﬂ&@ﬁln;mﬁ @D
L@M& _—)[’77"11\:1) \:L{‘l.ﬁu\b Lh GTGHT & g
Bu & QaliBaaplinie Gzfalsss
Lt eirangy.

The Best Coaching Institute For TNPSC, Bank, SSC, Police Exam, TET Exam, Railways Exams
O 8939 144 344 4 @ www.weshineacademy.com




—'qé\u.l LOMIBl6UMEIS6IT 2 (THEUITEUT 24,6557 (h)

i aunef(m& B CoTa S EHEE W&HEWITETS)

v o e

BT NyCs&10 1 986LTuy 1953
DS MIFT6IIQTIT 1Cw 1960 ﬁ
BHRITS —>» 16101960
BISTVTHSI A m —> 119&1bUIJ 1963
amflwmesrm = —> 1 meUDUIT 1966
anflirige Nyese1D " —> 15 geweufl 1971
Guasmevwr / wewfluw s / Siflypr  —> 21 Lereuifl 1972
HaHb 26 gJLIy6L 1975
BIG&mID / SymewTnEFev gCsed —» 20 geurfl 1987
Cameum(266ugi) 30 Gio 1987
F556087(276ug)1) Patd ) 1 BeULDLIF 2000
2 55 0&mesTL(276ug)) > 9 mHeULbLIT 2000
Qs sewTL(286u81) 15 HeuLbLIy 2000
QamisTeTT (296ug1) 2 2o%6ir 2014

Pichavaram mangrove is located between two
prominent estuaries, the Vellar and the Coleroon.
The Vellar-Coleroon estuarine complex forms the

Killai backwater and Pichavaram mangroves.

The Pichavaram forest offers waterscape, backwater
cruises and another very rare sight - the mangrove

forest trees that are permanently rooted in a

few feet of water.

HIGHEST PRODUCER

GUJARAT

HIGHEST CROP PRODUCERS IN INDIA (2025-26)

Key Agricultural Statistics for UPSC Prep N
=\ 7~

“Groundnut Capital of India"

Source: Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare (Estimates)

il KEY HIGHLIGHTS

EJ India's Largest Producer (40-45% of National Output)
$ks Record Sugar Recovery Rate (2025-26)
3 Main Region: Indo-Gangetic Plain (Alluvial Soil)

&% Top Producer in India (25-30% contribution)
& Major cultivation in Black Cotton Soil (Regur)

g Crucial to “Cotton Basket” with
Maharashtra & Telangana

(Over 40% of Production)
@ Dominant Region: Saurashtra (Junagadh, Rajkot)

4. Suited for Sandy/Loamy Soil
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Antiquities &
Art Treasures Act, 1972

(%) Ppurpose
Prevent smuggling. illegal trade & export of
antiquities

n Covers

¥ Movable Heritage
« Artefacts

* Sculptures

+ Antiquities

&, KeyProvisions
* Mandatory registration of antiquities
+ Licensing of dealers
* Regulation of ownership & trade

&) Focus
» Prevent illegal export
+ Safeguard cultural property

(Z) Implemented by
=« Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)

Ancient Monuments &
Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act, 1958

#} Purpose
Protect and preserve monuments &
archaeological sites of national importance

n Covers

¥ Immovable Heritage
* Monuments

« Sites

» Structures

&, KeyProvisions
« Declaration of protected monuments
» Regulation of construction near sites
» Control over excavations

\«) Protection Zones
« 100 m—> Prohibited Area
« 200 m— Regulated Area

C Implemented by
"« Archaeological Survey of India (AS!)
« National Monuments Authority (NMA)
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Which of the following statements are true about “The Chief
Minister’s Breakfast Scheme ?

(1) It has increased student attendance to high schools
(i) Primary school children benefit from the scheme

(i) The scheme has led to improvement in learning skills among
children

(iv)  The scheme is limited to government schools only

(A) (i) and (ii) only
(B) (ii) and (iii) only
(C) (i) and (iv) only
(D) (ii) and (iv) only

Ch (oo s
BREAKFAST SCHEME

The Chief Minister's Breakfast Scheme is a pioneer scheme in India and
a model for others to emulate was launched on the 115" Birth Anniversary

of C.N.Annadurai.
In the recent TN Budget, with an allocation of

600 Crore s rmrkedfore i
reakrast scheme. 102 YEARS OF STUDENT WELFARE
» 106 YEARS OF DRAVIDIAN SOCIAL JUSTICE
It will be broadened to encompass ‘. oy
government-aided schools in rural areas in the

state from 2024-25, benefiting

2.5 lakh students @DMKITWing v N
enrolled from g YRS
Classes1to V. e ARSI

wallsada, of ma-dyy  Sethunavu L Moy
| 37 il maak  (Nutrition) ¢ Sememn
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Tamil Nadu's i n
nutrition and social justice is the reason behlnd Its
educational and human development lkeaderschip.
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4. Revision
China became India’s largest trading partner in FY 2025-26, surpassing the United
States, with total trade at USD 151.1 billion and a record trade deficit of USD 112.6
billion.
2025-26 H&HWIMT6T0TLG 60, HOLWFESTeme aTlEhd), Feorm @b Hwimallsor LOSLIQUFLL 6U[f&HSHSLI
LURISTNLTS 2 (HQAeu(hEHSHS. CQMES af§HHEHLD 151.1 N6LEOILIET HCLDFSHS
LTELTEEYLD, FTGH606ST SleneNevmsst eUfHSHL LUMHMTSEGNM 112.6 LNeLEOILIET SCLDH&ES
LTeopmseid QbHSS.

China Overtakes US, Becomes India’s
Largest Trading Partner
Bilateral trade hits $151.1 billion in 2025-2

: ;

5 ¥ AU B
TOTAL INDIA-CHINA TRADE: $151.1 BILLION

rts to China: | 36.66% ‘
" to $19.47 billion

A\ TRADE DEFICIT:
India’s trade deficit with China surged to a record $112.6 billion

to $131.63 billion

The US had held the top position for four consecutive years before being overtaken this fiscal

Prime Minister has inaugurated the Delhi—-Dehradun Economic Corridor, a major
expressway project with an investment of around 12,000 crore aimed at boosting
trade, logistics, industry, and employment.

QTSSSLWD, FTEGL CUTEHGTHS], OSMLHL WOHMID CeausmeveumLienL
CuUGSHHID CHTEHED, &HLOMJ 212,000 CHMg. (LPHEOL 1q.60 HDHLOWIEN(HESGSLD
QIL6Le0-CLgTB6tT QUITBETTSITT ULNGSHL LD 6T60TM LOISLICILIFILI
allemye&gmenevd FlL L GmG LTSI SMhHG 69618 SI6TerTI).

Delhi to Dehradun

Now in just 2.5 hours as Narendra Modi
unveils 12,000 crore expressway with
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The Centre has extended the tenure of the commission led by K. G. Balakrishnan till June
10, 2026 (third extension).
The commission was set up in 2022 to study SC status for Dalits who converted to other
religions.
It was formed by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.
The issue is linked to Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950 under Article 341.

o At present, SC status is given only to Hindus, Sikhs, and Buddhists.

Hanging questions

A look at the present status of the law, the past amendments
and the Centre’s argument in the case:

What does the law say now? Centre’s argument

The 1950 law provides for only The religions included

those belonging to Hindu, Sikh or as SCs under the law are

Buddhist communities to be branches of Hinduism.

categorised as SCs Dalits who converted

to Islam or Christianity

“cannot claim to be
backward” since
untouchability is a
feature of Hindu religion
and its branches alone

How were Sikhs and

Buddhists included?

The Kalelkar panel R
report (1955) and the

high-powered panel

report (1983) were the

basis for amending the The three-member
Order toinclude Dalit Commission

Sikhs and Dalit Buddhists is headed by

as SCsin 1956 and 1990 ex-CJIK.G.
respectively Balakrishnan

India plans to achieve cocoa self-sufficiency by 2040 under Aatmanirbhar Bharat.
Aim is to reduce heavy cocoa imports (over $866 million annually).

A National Mission on Cocoa (2026-28) will be launched to boost production.
About 250 hectares of polyclonal seed gardens will be developed initially.
Focus on farmer training and expanding cocoa cultivation to 1 lakh hectares.

,(0

India Targets
Cocoa Self-Sufficiency

by 2040
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¢ Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023 came into force on April 16, 2026 after official
notification.

e It is a constitutional amendment, but needed notification to become operational.

e Women’s reservation is not applicable to the current Parliament/Assembly.

e Implementation depends on delimitation after the next Census (2027).

e The reservation is expected to be fully implemented around 2034.

A —

l'_?.,

Women's Reservation Act, 2023

Comes Into Force From April 16, Ensuring
33% Reservation For Women

e Sports Genomics Programme launched by Gujarat ahead of the 2030 Commonwealth Games.
e Aim is to create a Gujarat Athlete Genome Database.
e The database will combine genetic, physiological, and performance data to enhance athlete
development.

FILE PHOTO

2030 COMMONWEALTH
GAMES IN AHMEDABAD
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