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Sarasota 
City 
Manager 
Search 
Descends 
into Chaos
What started as a 
routine city manager 
search unraveled into 
a public spectacle 
recently at Sarasota’s 
City Commission.

By Michael Barfield
Florida Trident

What started as a routine city 
manager search unraveled into a 
public spectacle recently at Sarasota’s 
City Commission. The breakdown 
on April 11 played out over two 
separate meetings—a morning 
workshop and an afternoon spe-
cial session—where commissioners 
admitted to confusion, mistrust, 
and having no clear path forward. 

Commissioners contradicted 
each other, the search firm hired 
to oversee the process struggled to 
provide basic materials and infor-
mation, and the public was left in 
the dark—literally and figurative-
ly—about how the process would 
move forward.

At the center of the disarray: 
47 applicants for the city manager 
position and no coherent process 
for narrowing the list.

“I feel like we’re flounder-
ing here,” said Mayor Liz Alpert. 
Elected officials seemed paralyzed 
by indecision and embarrassed by 
the process unraveling in real time. 
“It’s a terrible look,” she said. 

Transparency Concerns
The saga began in October 2024 

InsideLook

Not a burglar,
just Airbnb
...page 10

Turtles ready to 
start crawling

...page 12

Alcohol Industry 
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Turn-lane convo
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Longboat Roundabout Plan
Ready to Hit Broadway

See City Manager, page 15
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Sarasota ramps up flood study 
as hurricane season nears

This Bay Isles Bunny found a few treats at CVS. Photo by Melissa Reid.

Bay Isles Bunny Celebrates Easter

 The Town of Longboat Key and FDOT 
are undertaking a roundabout improve-
ment project for the intersection of Gulf 
of Mexico Drive and Broadway Street. 

The project intent is to improve pedestrian crossing safety at the Broadway 
Street intersection, along with incorporating a multi-use trail on the east 
side of the corridor, a 7-foot buffered bicycle lane within the project limits, 
increased resiliency, and incorporation of some of the Town’s Complete 
Street elements.

This improvement will be the initial implementation of the Town’s 
Complete Streets vision for the Gulf of Mexico Drive corridor, which will 
improve safety for all modes of mobility, resiliency, and an aesthetically 
pleasing roadway that maintains vehicle traffic and enhances the Town’s 
unique sense of place.

The community meeting will be an open-house style meeting where 
members of the project team, the Town and FDOT will be available to 
answer any questions you may have regarding the project development, 
timeframe for construction, and implementation schedule.

The meeting will be held Thursday, May 1 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. in 
the Town Commission Chambers, 501 Bay Isles Road.

Following recent pressure to fix the flood-
ing in and around St. Armands Circle, 
the Sarasota County Public Works 
Stormwater team was on the Circle last 
Friday, April 18, working ahead of the 
upcoming hurricane season. 

Team members used equipment to view inside the stormwa-
ter pipes to see any potential issues or debris. The equipment is 
similar to a giant shop-vac with a pressure washer. Stormwater 
team members are working to ensure the pipes are free of 
debris and there are no structural defects. No issues were found 
last Friday the County reports.

These check-ups and clear-outs will continue throughout 
Sarasota County.

Meanwhile, St. Armands Circle Association President Chris 
Goglia received news that the County, after his urging, added 

See Flood Study, page 2
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Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com 

941.387.2200

Flooding, from page 1

  Sandra Smith  |  941.383.3388
NEW LOCATION!  VISIT US BEHIND THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - 5390 GULF OF MEXICO DR.,  STE. 105! 
             CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

VISIT US ACROSS FROM TOWN HALL!        510 BAY ISLES ROAD SUITE 1, LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

the following to its scope of stormwater pipe investigation: The entirety of Madison Drive from 
end-to-end, and also N. Adams Drive, N Washington Drive, and John Ringling Boulevard in 
the area all around the St. Armands Parking Garage, the St. Armands Key Lutheran Church, 
and nearby pump stations.

The County was supposed to finish the work by end of last March, but the County said it 
suffered equipment failure. With the added pipeline request, the County says the work should 
be complete by mid-May. The videos will be reviewed and follow-up work orders produced as 
needed. The county has completed 75% of the pipeline originally scheduled, and no defects 
or failures have been identified to date.

Ringling President Thompson plans retirement
Larry Thompson, the longtime president of 

Ringling College of Art and Design, announced 
last week that he will retire at the end of the 
2025–26 academic year. Thompson, who joined 
Ringling in 1999, is the college’s sixth and lon-
gest-serving president.

Over the past 26 years, Thompson led the 
effort to more than double student enrollment, 
added new academic programs and oversaw a 
major campus buildout.

“It has been the greatest honor and privilege of 
my life to serve as president,” Thompson said in a 
statement posted by the college. “When I began, 
I said my mission was to shatter the myth of the 
starving artist. I believe that together, we’ve done 
just that.”

Ringling’s Board of Trustees will conduct a 
national search for Thompson’s successor.
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WEST OF TRAIL BAYFRONT | SARAOSTA
$9,750,000 – Move-in 120 Days

5 Beds 7 Baths 5,328 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

           Jules Mackie     Tracey Stetler      Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan     Patrick DiPinto    Rene DiPinto    Steven Moore     Janet Coughlin                    

585 CUTTER LANE | LONGBOAT KEY
$3,399,999 - Country Club Shores

4 Beds 4 Baths 3,602 Sq. Ft. 
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922

120’ OPEN BAY FRONT | BIRD KEY
$9,975,000 - Under Construction

4 Beds 5 Baths 3,700 Sq. Ft.
Contact:  Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

3318 BAYOU SOUND | LONGBOAT KEY
$1,495,000 - Bay Isles

3 Beds 2 Baths 2,675 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922

1682 HAWTHORNE STREET | SARASOTA
$4,195,000 - Southside Village

4 Beds 4 Baths 4,471 Sq. Ft
Contact: Janet Coughlin 941-323-3736

      OVER $150,000,000 VOLUME IN THE PAST 18 MONTHS

STEPS TO SANDY BEACH | LIDO SHORES
$6,595,000 – Immediate Occupancy

5 Beds 6 Baths 4,750 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

100’ PRIVATE BEACHFRONT | LONGBOAT KEY
$16,995,000 - Under Construction

4 Beds 5 Baths 6,614 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

3408 FAIR OAKS LANE | LONGBOAT KEY
$2,999,999 - Bay Isles

5 Beds 5 Baths 4,510 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922

560 SCHOONER LANE | LONGBOAT KEY 
$4,500,000 - Substantially Remodeled 

4 Beds 3.5 Baths 3,666 SF- Full Bay Access 
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922

3060 GRAND BAY BLVD UNIT 154 | LONGBOAT KEY
$1,999,999 - Exceptional Views

3 Beds 4 Baths 2,369 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922

3131 BAYOU SOUND | LONGBOAT KEY
$2,150,000 

3 Beds 3 Baths 3,023 Sq. Ft.  
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922

129 TAFT DRIVE #W102 | SARASOTA
$2,350,000 - Park Res of Lido Key

3 Beds 3 Baths 2,445 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922

1540 HILLVIEW DRIVE | SARASOTA
$9,750,000 - Harbor Acres

4 Beds 6.5 Baths 7,074 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto MicKiernan 941-928-2922

148 NORTH POLK DRIVE | SARASOTA
$2,995,000 - Walk to Lido Beach

 Double Lot, New Seawall, Cap & Dock
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

5444 GULF OF MEXICO DR | LONGBOAT KEY
$5,750,000 - Bayfront 1.06 Acres

5 Beds, 5 Baths, 6,000 Sq. Ft.
Contact:  Tracey Stetler 941-266-9001
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EditorLetters
Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print 

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

See Letters, page 8

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchof lbk.org

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor
Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00

Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00
Visitors & Residents Welcome

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons 

or www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)

5 2 5  S T .  J U D E S  D R I V E  •  L O N G B O A T  K E Y ,  F L  3 4 2 2 8  •  H A R R Y S K I T C H E N . C O M  •  ( 9 4 1 )  3 8 3 - 0 7 7 7

WEEKLY SPECIALS

B R E A K F A S T  •  B R U N C H  •  L U N C H  •  D I N N E R  •  C A T E R I N G  •  G O U R M E T  D E L I  &  B A K E R Y  •  C O R N E R  S T O R E

NIGHTLY DINNER SPECIALS
HAPPY HOUR 3-6
RESTAURANT & DELI
20% OFF BOTTLES OF WINE DAILY

ON LONGBOAT KEY
BEST BRUNCH

B R E A K F A S T • B R U N C H • L U N C H • D I N N E R • C A T E R I N G • G O U R M E T D E L I & B A K E R Y • C O R N E R S T O R E
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Trees  
To: Longboat Key Commission
In accordance with Commission policy regarding the distribution of requested records and 

received mail, please find below a link to the file relating to the Tree Code and the requirement 
for 2-1 replacement trees.  This requirement dates back to 1989, although the protection of 
trees was addressed as early as 1974. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Trish Shinkle
Town Clerk
Town of Longboat Key

Bicentennial Park
To: Longboat Key Commission
In accordance with Commission policy regarding the distribution of requested records and 

received mail, please find below a link to the file detailing the history of Bicentennial Park.
Bicentennial Park was originally established through the efforts of the Town’s Bicentennial of 

the Constitution Committee, in partnership with the Arvida Corporation, and was dedicated 
on July 4, 1976. In 1978, Arvida deeded the property to the Town for open space credit. The 
Bicentennial Committee was a private organization, incorporated under Florida law. The file 
includes a copy of the Committee’s previous state registration. Additionally, thanks to the 
Committee’s efforts, the Town of Longboat Key was designated a “Bicentennial City.”

Trish Shinkle
Town Clerk
Town of Longboat Key

LBK Broadway Roundabout Project
To: Longboat Key Public Works Director Charlie Mopps
The Town of Longboat Key, in partnership with the Florida Department of Transportation 

(FDOT), invites the community to an open-house style meeting to discuss the upcoming 
Broadway Roundabout Project at the intersection of Gulf of Mexico Drive and Broadway 
Street.

Project Highlights:
Enhanced pedestrian crossing safety
New multi-use trail (east side of corridor)
7-ft buffered bicycle lane
Resiliency improvements
Integration of the Town’s Complete Streets elements
Meeting Information:
Thursday, May 1, 2025
Town Commission Chambers – 501 Bay Isles Road
2 p.m. -  4 p.m.
This project marks the first step in implementing the Town’s Complete Streets vision—

aimed at improving safety, mobility options, and roadway aesthetics while preserving traffic 
flow and enhancing the Town’s distinctive character.

Project team members from the Town and FDOT will be available to answer questions and 
provide information on project development, construction timelines, and next steps.  Please 
feel free to share this invitation with others—your input matters, and we look forward to wel-
coming our community at the meeting.

Tina Adams
Fire Administration

Town of Longboat Key

Status of Amendments to GMD Plans
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton 
We just received our initial round of FDOT comments to the revised plans, and from the 

Town’s perspective, there is nothing major that would preclude revised FDOT permit.  In fact, 
most comments are very minor in nature.  One comment that will take a little more effort are 
revised drainage calculations from our engineer for converting proposed pervious landscape 
areas within the medians into impervious pavement.  Our engineer will work to revise drainage 
calculations to account for the additional impervious area and revised runoff flow rates. The 
town will keep you posted on progress to getting our revised FDOT permit.

Thank you!
Isaac Brownman
Assistant Town Manager 
Town of Longboat Key

Status of Amendments to GMD Plans
To: Longboat Key Engineer Jennifer Fehrs
Thank you for your responses. We will assume that our proposed amendments to FDOT’s 

GMD plans are still on track. If this is not the case, please let us know as soon as possible, so 
we can reengage our resources in Tallahassee.

Steve Baril
Longboat Key

Status of Amendments to GMD Plans
To: Steve Baril
The comments are due from FDOT reviewers on 4/17/25 and the Engineer of Record, 

EOR, responses are due on 4/24/25.  It is my understanding that the EOR is addressing the 
FDOT comments as they come in.

Jennifer Fehrs
Public Works Engineer
Town of Longboat Key
 

Renewed Request for on-Site Meeting with Contractor
To: Steve Baril
Yes, thank you Steve, we are still waiting to hear back from FDOT on the Town’s revised 

engineering plan submittal.  Jenn Fehrs who is copied can provide any new updates, if there is 
any information beyond that at this time.

Isaac Brownman
Assistant Town Manager 
Town of Longboat Key

Renewed Request for on-Site Meeting with Contractor
To: Longboat Key Assistant Town Manager Isaac Brownman
A couple weeks have gone by and I’m following up on the status of FDOT’s approval of our 

requested amendment to the plans for the turn lanes and curbing on GMD fronting Country 
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The World’s only 100% Carbon Neutral charter company.
All pilots and aircrafts adhere to ARGUs safety standards, and FAA regulations

BEYOND FIRST CLASSTM

PRIVATE BUSINESS AND LEISURE TRAVEL

SEAMLESS
Luxury Ground Transportation

EFFICIENCY
Spend Time Where it Matters

EXTRAORDINARY
Personal Concierge

Connecting you to Premier Global Destinations Worldwide including:
SARASOTA | TAMPA | NAPLES | PALM BEACH | MIAMI

 Offering an Extensive fleet of Light to Super Mid-Size Jets.  Turbo Props and Helicopters.
Pilot Owned.  Empty leg flights with flexible schedules available.
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Letters, from page 4

See Letters, page 8

Elevate your leisure time with unparalleled experiences.

As a member you’ll enjoy:

• Championship Golf
• Pickleball & Tennis

• Private Beach & Pool
• Spa & Wellness Center

• Deep-Water Marina
• Five Exclusive Restaurants

Contact membership@longboatkeyclub.com or (941)387-1661 for a tour.

LEARN MORE

New Home? Renovati on?

CALL for a free in-home consulati on —  941-320-7019
BRINGLEBLINDS.LBK@GMAIL.COM

BRINGLESBLINDS.COM

BLINDS  •  SHADES  •  SHUTTERS

Call BRINGLES BLINDS LBK Today!

HEADQUARTERED ON LONGBOAT KEY, WE ARE EFFICIENT, 
REASONABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY — JUST ASK OUR 

DOZENS OF LOCAL REFERENCES.

Club Shores. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Steve Baril
Longboat Key

Renewed Request for on-Site Meeting with Contractor
To: Longboat Key Assistant Town Manager Isaac Brownman
Great news! Thank you and Tip for working with us to get a better solution than what was 

originally planned.
Steve Baril
Longboat Key

Renewed Request for on-Site Meeting with Contractor
To: Steve Baril
Thank you for reaching out!  Yes, we had been waiting on a full set of plan revisions from 

our engineer-of-record, which we received today, a few days later than we were expecting, but 
nevertheless, the plans have been received.  We have started our review of the plans and so far 
everything matches what we were expecting.  Our goal is to finish our review by tomorrow 
morning and have the plans submitted to FDOT by close of business tomorrow for their final 
review and approval.  FDOT may ask for additional information along the way, and the Town 
can provide that as we go. Once formally approved by FDOT, then we can give those plans 
to our contractor as the construction plans of record to proceed with for the remainder of the 
project. Please let me know if you have any questions at this time.

Isaac Brownman
Assistant Town Manager 
Town of Longboat Key

Renewed Request for on-Site Meeting with Contractor
To: Longboat Key Assistant Town Manager Isaac Brownman 
I’m following up on the status of this matter. Please give us an update at your convenience.
Steve Baril
Longboat Key

Renewed Request for on-Site Meeting with Contractor
To: Longboat Key Assistant Town Manager Isaac Brownman
Thank you for taking time to meet with us today and explain the current situation with 

FDOT. We were pleased to learn that we’re on the same page, which is much better than we 
thought. Please keep us informed of any further developments and let us know if we can do 
anything to help.

Steve Baril
Longboat Key

Renewed Request for on-Site Meeting with Contractor
To: Longboat Key Assistant Town Manager Isaac Brownman
Thanks for your follow up. Those distances for all of the entrances would be acceptable and 

would be considerably better than the original plans. Let’s make sure that it works. If there is 
any pushback, please let me know. Have a good day. 

Jack Brill
Longboat Key

Renewed Request for on-Site Meeting with Contractor
To: Jack Brill
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■ SARASOTA,  FL SHOWROOM

   3055 Fruitville Commons Blvd.

    941.900.HOME(4663)

    Monday-Saturday: 10am-6pm 
    Sunday: 12pm-5pm

Financing is now available. C L I V E D A N I E L . C O M

A W A R D - W I N N I N G  |  I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N  |  F I N E  F U R N I S H I N G S

S A R A S O TA  • F O R T  M Y E R S  • N A P L E S  • B O C A  R AT O N

Going east  on Fruitv i l le 
Rd.  make a U-Turn at  l ight 
(Lakewood Ranch Blvd.),  then 
make a r ight   on to Coburn Rd. 
Go around the circ le  to Fruitv i l le 
Commons Blvd.,  pass Cooper ’s 
Hawk and you wi l l  see Cl ive 
Daniel  Home on the r ight.

IB26001785          

Winner of Over 450 Awards for design 
excellence including Best New 

Showroom in the USA!

Premiere luxury destination for residential, 
commercial and hospitality design services.

E L E VAT I N G  S P A C E S ,  D E F I N I N G  E X C E L L E N C E  W I T H  AWA R D - W I N N I N G  D E S I G N !

◊  Total Home Creation

◊  Design, Renovation, New Build

◊  Expert Interior Designers

◊  Exclusive Collections

◊   Beautiful In-Stock Styles

◊   Custom Shop

◊   One-of-a-Kind Rugs

◊   Outdoor Furniture

◊   Accessories, Lighting, Art

◊   Unique Gift Boutique

◊   Weekly Shipping to Midwest & Northeast

◊   Immediate Delivery and much more!

D E S I G N  M A T T E R S . . . I N S P I R A T I O N  S T A R T S  H E R E !

Best Overall Interior Design

Designer: Kelli Smith

Rank: Silver

Project: Pindari Model

Builder & Architect:

John Cannon Homes
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Letters, from page 6

See Letters, page 11

The concept we gave to the FDOT Design Engineer and Traffic Operations Manager had 
the curbed median end at the CCS Phase IV entrance moved further south by 60-ft. to 75-ft 
(roughly 3 car lengths with space in between each car).  Because it is a longer median and a 
larger neighborhood entrance, we asked for more distance and gave two examples.  For all 
of the other, smaller curbed medians, we asked for 50-ft. (roughly 2 car lengths with space 
in between each car).  If we asked for any more on the smaller medians, there would not be 
much median left and risk not getting anywhere with those medians.  Because we did not get 
a specific direction on a certain length for the Phase IV entrance, we are going to approach the 
design revision with the longer 75-ft. to provide more room.

The District Design Engineer indicated that while the design change is not ideal from their 
perspective, they understand the concern and were agreeable to the Town proceeding down the 
path of a design revision.  And as on all state roads, they also noted that FDOT reserves the 
right to alter the medians if an operational or safety issue manifests as a result in the future.  
This is typical on any state road after a road is constructed if an operational or safety issue 
arises. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Isaac Brownman
Assistant Town Manager 
Town of Longboat Key

Renewed Request for on-Site Meeting with Contractor
To: Longboat Key Assistant Town Manager Isaac Brownman
Good morning. In the feedback, what is the footage to move the concrete mediums back on 

the field adjustment to open up turning left headed south? Thanks. 
Jack Brill
Longboat Key

Renewed Request for on-Site Meeting with Contractor
To: Steve Baril
Thank you, and I agree.  I would be happy to go over our respective design concepts.  Would 

you like to come by this afternoon, and we can share respective information?  My thought 
was that if FDOT did not believe any changes would be warranted, a neighborhood meeting 
would be prudent at that point so that FDOT could hear the concerns directly.  However, and 
pleasantly, yesterday we received positive feedback and were asked to develop the concept out 
into an engineering revision.

I would be happy to go over it as we will be having our engineer revise our construction 
plans.  I have a meeting a meeting at 4 pm, otherwise, I am available anytime between 1 p.m. 
and 4 p.m.  Just let me know so that I can block the time. Thank you!

Isaac Brownman
Assistant Town Manager 
Town of Longboat Key

Renewed Request for on-Site Meeting with Contractor
To: Longboat Key Assistant Town Manager Isaac Brownman
Thank you for your prompt and fulsome response. We are pleased to learn that the Town 

and FDOT are working on a preliminary design amendment. We also have a recommended 

design amendment and would be happy to discuss our respective proposals at your conve-
nience. 

To be clear here, CCSIV is solely motivated by safety concerns for the residents of and visi-
tors to LBK who will travel GMD. In our view, the current design is unsafe and would present 
serious safety hazards as designed.  We assume this is the sole concern of all interested parties. 
I look forward to hearing from you at your convenience.

Steve Baril
Longboat Key

Renewed Request for on-Site Meeting with Contractor 
To: Steve Baril
Thank you for reaching out.  As discussed with you briefly last week, the Town is working 

with our Florida Department of Transportation (“FDOT”) contacts on a solution to move 
the curb ends further south to allow more room for vehicles to stack.  We are making positive 
progress.  As I explained, a meeting with CCS would be one of need and, more importantly, 
timing.  If the Town and FDOT begin making progress towards a solution, a meeting with the 
neighborhood and the contractor or the neighborhood and FDOT could be counter-produc-
tive, particularly with the rhetoric of cancelling the project as some in the neighborhood are 
stating.  That was new to me as of the February 20, 2025 CCS Phase IV Annual Association 
meeting.  I would not facilitate a Town-supported CCS meeting with either the contractor nor 
the FDOT if the prevailing neighborhood position became one of canceling the project -- that 
was not my agreement nor do I support that position as that would effectively shut down our 
ability to negotiate a design solution with FDOT.  As an FYI, the contractor himself cannot 
make changes without FDOT approval, and FDOT is reviewing our request and has advised 
on next steps with a good initial response.

The Town planned to make the first strides in those conversations from an engineering 
standpoint.  If that was not clear, I apologize, however, I believe I made that very clear at the 
CCS Phase IV association meeting on February 20, 2025.  As mentioned, the FDOT is cur-
rently working with the Town on our preliminary design amendment, and they have asked 
us to begin developing full design plan revisions and running it through their “Local Agency 
Program”. I would be happy to discuss this with you further. I should be available all of tomor-
row afternoon.

Isaac Brownman
Assistant Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Renewed Request for on-Site Meeting with Contractor
To: Longboat Key Town Clerk Trish Shinkle
Following up on the foregoing request for records, I am writing on behalf of the 

Homeowners Association (“HOA”) of Country Club Shores IV (“CCSIV”), to renew our 
request for an onsite meeting with the contractor regarding the planned improvements to Gulf 
of Mexico Drive.

By way of background, the President of the HOA and I met with Isaac Brownman and 
Charlie Mopps on November 12, 2024, to discuss CCSIV’s concerns about the impending 
GMD project. We were promised that they would arrange a in-person meeting in February, 
2025 when the contractor would be onsite. Last week, when the meeting had not been 
arranged, I spoke with Mr. Brownman and was informed that the Town had already met with 
the contractor and was awaiting a response. There was no commitment to the promised meet-
ing with the contractor.

This past Saturday, Lynn Larson and I had the opportunity to speak to Mr. Tipton, and we 
informed him of our disappointment that the meeting had not been arranged. Suffice it to say, 
that conversation was less than satisfactory.

Accordingly, I am writing on behalf of CCSIV to renew our request for an in-person, onsite 
meeting with the contractor at the earliest opportunity given the exigency of the circumstances. 
Thank you for the Town’s consideration in this regard.

Steve Baril
Longboat Key 

Renewed Request for on-Site Meeting with Contractor
To: Longboat Key Town Clerk Trish Shinkle
Good morning. Hope all is well. On behalf of the Board of Country Club shores 4, I 

am requesting the records of all correspondence from November1, 2024 - March 10, 2025 
between Howard Tipton, Isaac Bowman and any member of FDOT regarding the GMD left 
turn lane project. If there are any costs in this process, we will gladly pay for them. Please let 
me know of any questions. Thank you for your help on this matter. Have a great day. 

Jack Brill
Longboat Key

Renewed Request for on-Site Meeting with Contractor
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
Good morning! Thank you for the suggestions and it sounds like two great reasons to cel-

ebrate!  Love the idea of tying our 70th with a Veteran’s Day event.  And while it is hard for 
me to wrap my head around it being 1976 + 50 years, a rededication of the Bicentennial Park 
a half century later honoring our country and our residents who had that vision for the park 
is an excellent idea. 

We have time to decide on the name for the celebration.  Is it the Semiquincentennial, 
Bisesquicentennial, Sestercentennial, Quarter Millennium, or just America250?

Looking forward to working with the Commission and our community on both of these 
celebrations.

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager, Town of Longboat Key

2025 and 2026
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
November 14, 2025 is the 70th anniversary of the founding of LBK. When Isaac and I were 

chatting today he looked at his calendar and that week is also Veterans Day. We could hold a 
joint celebration of the two events using the new stage.

Next year is the 250th anniversary of our Country. What a perfect opportunity to rededicate 
our Bicentennial Park as a reminder of democracy and civility and honor those citizens who 
created our Bicentennial Park.

BJ Bishop
Commissioner, Town of Longboat Key

Sarasota’s Newest Dining Spectacle - Now Open!
A fresh, inventive dining destination just a short stroll from St. Armands Circle,  
Ringside balances bold flavors and Gulf seafood favorites in the mesmerizing setting 
of Cirque St. Armands Beachside.

opalcollection.com/cirque-st-armands    941.388.5555

Sarasota’s Newest Dining Spectacle - Now Open!
A fresh, inventive dining destination just a short stroll from St. Armands Circle,  
Ringside balances bold flavors and Gulf seafood favorites in the mesmerizing setting 
of Cirque St. Armands Beachside.

opalcollection.com/cirque-st-armands    941.388.5555
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100 North Tamiami Trail  |  Sarasota, FL 34236  |  Kepecz@JudyHays.com  |  www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com

Judy Kepecz-Hays
941.587.1700

Steven 
Kepecz

941.376.6411

Leah 
George

941.780.0597

TOP .5% in the World  
Coldwell Banker

$3.4 Billion Career Sales
WE PAY COMPENSATION TO CO-BROKERS 

Kepecz@JudyHays.com  |  www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com

Tangerine Bay Club

350 Gulf of Mexico Drive #211
$998,000 

Tangerine211.com

435 S. Gulfstream Ave #1004
$1,128,000 

RegencyHouse1004.com

Regency House

Sanctuary

575 Sanctuary Drive #A303 
 $1,670,000 

SanctuaryA303.com

Country Club Shores

537 Gunwale Lane 
$1,900,000 

537GunwaleLn.com

Emerald Harbor

6011 Emerald Harbour Drive
$2,470,000 

6011EmeraldHarborDr.com

Gulf Front Estate

5941 Gulf of Mexico Drive 
$8,800,000 

5941GulfOfMexicoDr.com

Lot Size 100 x 465 sq. ft. 

Integrity. Commitment. Excellence. Communication. Knowledge.  = Results for the Judy Kepecz-Hays Team

Country Club Shores

521 Wedge Lane 
$1,948,000 

521WedgeLn.com

1211 Gulf of Mexico Drive #211 
$1,950,000 

Promenade211.com

1211 Gulf of Mexico Drive #704 
$1,100,000 

Promenade704.com

PromenadePromenade

UNDER CONTRACT

Aria

2251 Gulf of Mexico Drive #204 
$7,685,000 

Aria204.com



Inn on the Beach

240 Sands Point Rd #4201
$1,198,000

InnOnTheBeach4201.com

230 Sands Point Rd #3501
$1,150,000

InnOnTheBeach3501.com

L’Ambiance

435 L’Ambiance Drive #L807 
$3,500,000 | Furnished
LAmbianceL807.com 

415 L’Ambiance Drive #A401 
$4,999 ,000

LAmbianceA401.com 

415 L’Ambiance Drive #A801 
$7,500,000 

LAmbianceA801.com

UNDER CONTRACT

3500 Bayou Louise Lane 
$10,000,000 

3500BayouLouise.com

North Siesta Key

UNDER CONTRACT
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OnPatrol
The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

April 11
Renting

2:20 p.m.
Officer Pescuma was dispatched to Longboat Club 

Road in reference to a possible burglary in progress. The 
caller stated he received a notification via the garage door 
app that the door has been opened. Upon arriving on 
scene, Officer Pescuma canvassed the area and observed 
a man inside the foyer. Officer Pescuma made contact 
with the subject who said that he’s renting the property 
from Airbnb. Officer Pescuma contacted the caller and 
he confirmed that the property is being rented to the 
family, however, the homeowner has it rented from April 
12 – May 12. Both the homeowner and the renter spoke 
and worked it out over the phone. Case clear.

April 12
Citizen assist

11:50 a.m.
Officer Barrett responded to Sister Keys where a number of volunteers were transported to 

the island for trash pickup. When the clean up concluded, one of the volunteers didn’t return 
to the transportation vessel. A search for the man was conducted which revealed that he found 
an abandoned kit board and sailed south in Sarasota Bay. He fell off the kite board and was 
picked up by a Good Samaritan. Officer Barrett met with the Good Samaritan and transferred 
the man to his police boat and transported him to the restaurant to be reunited with the 
remainder of the clean up crew without incident. Case clear.

Boat
12:44 p.m.
Officer Troyer while on marine patrol at Greer Island, noticed boats parked in the clearly 

marked vessel exclusionary zone. Officer Barrett and Officer Troyer observed multiple boats 
parked inside of the vessel exclusionary zone which was marked by signs posted on the beach 
stating “Motorboats prohibited” as well as buoys placed in the water with the same markings. 
Officer Barrett and Officer Troyer spoke with the violators of the vessels said they were unaware 
of the vessel exclusionary zone, despite all of the posted markings on land and water. Based 
on the investigation, Officer Barrett and Officer Troyer found probable cause to issue a civil 
citation for parking in restricted area. Case clear.

Boat
4:33 p.m.
Officer Pescuma was dispatched to Gulfside Drive in reference to a disabled vehicle stuck in 

the sand. Upon arrival, Officer Pescuma observed the vehicle parked in the area for “Authorized 
vehicles only” and clearly marked near beach access. Officer Pescuma made contact with 
the owner of the vehicle and she said that her front tires got buried in the sand. Two Good 
Samaritans assisted in digging the car out and was able to remove the vehicle without incident. 
A parking citation for parking in prohibited place. Case clear.

Suspicious
7:09 p.m.
Officer Ericsson and Officer Mathis were dispatched to 1100 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive 

on a suspicious incident involving a group of people in the parking lot. Upon arrival, Officer 
Ericsson contacted the security guard who was in the parking lot on a golf cart. The security 
guard said he observed a small group of people walking into the building, but other than that, 
hadn’t seen or heard anything suspicious. Officer Ericsson drove around the lot and spoke to 
some residents who stated they had not seen or heard anything suspicious. Officer Ericsson 
drove around the lot and spoke to some residents who stated they had not seen or heard any-
thing suspicious. It should be noted, there were some people playing pickleball next to the lot, 
who were being vocal while playing. The call was unfounded and the caller did not wish to be 
contacted. Case clear.

April 14
Vehicle

4:49 p.m.
Officer Maple while on patrol witnessed a dark red 

Hyndai Elantra using the left turn lane to overtake 
traffic within 100 feet of an intersection. One male 
occupant was observed operating the vehicle. Officer 
Maple conducted a traffic stop in the 2500 block of 
Gulf of Mexico Drive and made contact with the driver 
who produced a Florida ID card and stated he did not 
have his Driver’s License. When asked the status of his 
Driver’s License and he replied he didn’t know the status 
and all he had was the identification card. The driver 
was confirmed as revoked on Nov. 3, 2018. The man 
was processed and released in the field with a uniformed 
traffic citation. The driver is scheduled to appear in the 

Sarasota County Court on May 12 at 9 a.m. While completing processing, the driver advised 
that his friend was going to remove the vehicle from the scene. The driver was again advised 
not to drive until he possessed a valid driver’s license and any further traffic violations could set 
him up as a habitual traffic offender due to numerous traffic issues. The driver was also issued 
a written warning for passing within 100 feet of an intersection approach violation for which 
he was originally stopped. Case clear.

April 15
Civil

11:58 a.m.
Officer Nazareno was dispatched to Harbor Oaks Drive for a civil disturbance call. Upon 

arrival, Officer Nazareno made contact with the complainant who stated that the resident from 
Harbor Oaks Drive was screaming at her for parking her vehicle in front of her mailbox. No 
physical altercation took place and no crime was reported. Officer Nazareno spoke with the 
resident who said that she was yelling at the owner of the car because she did not move her 
vehicle right away when asked and kept on unloading the vehicle.

April 16
Vehicle

9:30 a.m.
Officer Pescuma received an alert from the license plate reader camera, for a driver with 

a suspended driver’s license. Officer Pescuma checked the database and confirmed that the 
registered owner’s driver’s license was suspended as of Jan. 11, 2024 and had an expired tag as 
of Oct. 2024. There was also no insurance on file. The vehicle was located and a traffic stop 
was conducted on a black Kia Soul. Officer Pescuma made contact with the driver and told 
him the reason for the stop. Officer Pescuma advised the driver that his driver’s license was 
suspended and the and he said “I knew that it was suspended and I am working on it.” Officer 
Pescuma inquired why the driver was driving and  he said that he was driving to work at Publix 
on Holmes Beach. Additionally, Officer Pescuma advised that the tag expired of Oct. 1, 2024 
and that there was no insurance on file. Officer Pescuma issued criminal citation, knowingly 
driving a vehicle while license is suspended. Additional citations were issued for an expired tag 
more than six months. Officer Pescuma advised that the driver could not drive the car.

Visit our Showroom
4201 N. Washington Blvd. Sarasota
Mon-Fri 9 am to 5 pm & Sat 10 am to 2 pm

www.blindsanddesignsoffl  orida.com

941-360-9200

SHUTTERS • ROLLER & SOLAR SHADES 
BLINDS • CUSTOM DRAPERIES & CORNICES

SAVE Up to 35% Off  
Plantati on Shutt ers!
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JEFF 
RHINELANDER

941-685-3590
Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

443F John Ringling Blvd.  •   Sarasota, FL 34236

COURTNEY 
TARANTINO
941-893-7203

courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

BIRD KEY  
465 E. ROYAL FLAMINGO DR., SARASOTA

4BR/4BA  •  2,846 SF  • OFFERED FOR $4,995,000

BIRD KEY
605 WILD TURKEY , SARASOTA

3BR/2.5BA •  2,200 SF  •  OFFERED FOR $2,090,000

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES
585 GUNWALE LANE,  LONGBOAT KEY

3BR/3.5BA • OPEN WATER VIEWS • OFFERED FOR $5,699,000

BEACHES - LONGBOAT KEY
775 LONGBOAT CLUB RD., #902,  LONGBOAT KEY

3BR/3BA  •  1,842 SF  • OFFERED FOR $1,799,000

ST ARMAND TOWERS
101 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR., #63, SARASOTA

2BR/2BA • 1,275 SF • $1,195,000

LISTED BY NATHALIE NOLANDER & COURTNEY TARANTINO

BIRD KEY
419 PARTRIDGE CIRCLE,  SARASOTA

4BR/3BA  •  2,229 SF  •  NOW PENDING $2,495,000

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICEJUST LISTED

LBK Broadway Roundabout Project
To: David Novak
Not sure I understand your questions.  No horses.  No dead ends!  This roundabout has been 

discussed for years as a safety issue.  We had a relatively simple, inexpensive plan that FDOT 
approved and which we had mostly funded by FDOT and Manatee County.  Then, last year, 
FDOT said we needed to flatten the embankment on the turn which complicated the project 
considerably.  While FDOT said they would pay for it all, that became less true over time so 
that now we will face $1.5mm +/- in costs to complete the project.

We seriously considered shelving the project when the flattening edict arrived, and again 
when we learned we would be facing material costs.  In the end, we have decided to proceed 
forward cautiously because:  1. The safety issue still exists and there is no other available solu-
tion;  2. We will not need to expend further funds until 2026, during which we may be able 
to cut costs or attract other funding; and 3.  The roundabout work and the work to the north 
and south of the intersection contemplated by the project will improve that area of GMD in 
a manner we hope will set the standard for and accelerate the design and completion of our 
vision for the entire length of GMD,  the “complete streets”.  We do not believe FDOT is reli-
ant on questionable federal funding for anything we are discussing with them now.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

LBK Broadway Roundabout Project
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Ken, just as an educated hunch, I searched “Complete Streets” today and found that the 

federal funds for such projects are in serious jeopardy.  That was not a surprise.  When their 
federal website was deleted, not a good sign.

I also found it odd that the Town would include our state highway in its goals for “Complete 
Streets” when the program was designed for urban areas.  Now I see that the funding for the 
Broadway roundabout has a Complete Streets component.

As they say “what could go wrong”?  Is LBK leading its horse to a dead end?  Would we do 
the same thing if most of the funding fell upon our neighbors?

Here’s a bit of history:
Complete streets: What went wrong? | CNU
David Novak
Longboat Key

LBK Broadway Roundabout Project
To: Longboat Key Public Works Director Charlie Mopps
The Town of Longboat Key, in partnership with the Florida Department of Transportation 

(FDOT), invites the community to an open-house style meeting to discuss the upcoming 
Broadway Roundabout Project at the intersection of Gulf of Mexico Drive and Broadway 
Street.

Project Highlights:
Enhanced pedestrian crossing safety
New multi-use trail (east side of corridor)
7-ft buffered bicycle lane
Resiliency improvements
Integration of the Town’s Complete Streets elements
Meeting Information:
Thursday, May 1, 2025
Town Commission Chambers – 501 Bay Isles Road
2PM- 4PM
This project marks the first step in implementing the Town’s Complete Streets vision—

aimed at improving safety, mobility options, and roadway aesthetics while preserving traffic 
flow and enhancing the Town’s distinctive character.

Project team members from the Town and FDOT will be available to answer questions and 
provide information on project development, construction timelines, and next steps.  Please 
feel free to share this invitation with others—your input matters, and we look forward to wel-
coming our community at the meeting.

Tina Adams
Fire Administration & Communications Manager/PIO
Town of Longboat Key
 

Appreciation for Your Time and Consideration
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
On behalf of the Bay Isles Association, I would like to extend my sincere thanks for taking 

the time to review the materials I previously provided, as well as for engaging in thoughtful dis-
cussion regarding the proposed plans for Bay Isles Parkway and the SR 789 pedestrian tunnel.

We genuinely appreciate the attention and consideration you have given to our concerns, 
particularly with respect to the potential liabilities associated with these assets. Your willingness 
to listen and understand our position does not go unnoticed.

Should you have any further questions or require additional information, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. I would be more than happy to provide any clarification or support 
necessary.

Letters, from page 8

Editor Letters

See Letters, page 12
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Letters, from page 11

Editor Letters
Philip S. Deming
Sarasota

Appreciation for Your Time and 
Consideration

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
I look forward to further discussions on this matter.
Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Community Hall Outreach Letter and 
Pledge Form

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
We wanted to make sure you all have a copy of the 

Community Hall outreach letter and pledge form, in case 
you’d like to share them with your networks.

Savannah Cobb
Assistant to Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Southwest Florida Water Management District 
(SWFWMD) Meeting request

To: Longboat Key Vice Mayor Debra Williams
My name is Bruno Kapacinskas, and I am the Government 

Affairs Manager for the Southern Region of the District. I 
hope this message finds you well. I am writing to request a 
brief meeting, perhaps 15 to 30 minutes, to introduce myself 
and the District to you.

I frequently find myself driving through Longboat Key and 
am available most days, so I am quite flexible with timing. 
Could you kindly let me know a few dates and times that 
might work for you? I am eager to connect with you soon. I 
will be out of office for the week of April 21st. Thank you very 
much for your time and consideration in advance.

Bruno Kapacinskas
Government Affairs Regional Manager
Southwest Florida Water Management District

Strategic Planning Agenda Packet
To: Longboat Key Deputy Town Clerk Stephanie Garcia
Are we planning to meet at Seaplace, as we have done for 

the past several years? Just want to be sure.
Penny Gold
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Strategic Planning Agenda Packet
To: Longboat Key Town Commission
Good morning, all! The agenda packet for the April 21, 

2025, Town Commission Strategic Planning Retreat is now 

available on your iPads. If needed, you may also access the 
packet using a different device by using the following link:

04-21-2025 Strategic Planning Agenda Packet Please let me 
know if you have any questions.

Thank you!
Stephanie Garcia
Deputy Town Clerk
Town of Longboat Key

Added Info for Longboat Key Turtle 
Watch

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
As always, thanks for all you and the town commission 

do, it really means a lot. I did happen to see something this 
morning after turtle patrol, yes we started April 15th, that I 
wanted to pass along.

In the G&O submission our organization made there was 
a reference to the access to trash may be a basis for rodents 
being present.

Attached is a picture of a group of trash cans at the public 
access at 6399 Gulf of Mexico Drive. Note in the picture there 
is what appears to be a partial food wrapper at the opening 
of one can, and another wrapper on the ground. Only one of 
the cans has what I call the closure flapper, this seems to allow 
animals easy access to what has been placed in the cans. 

Just suggesting as the G&O discussions are held, keeping 
in mind that ease of access to garbage may encourage animals 
at those locations, and it may also lead to less than desirable 
visual appeal for area beaches.

Tim Thurman
President
Longboat Key Turtle Patrol

Cutter Lane - Street Water Drainage
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin
Town staff visited the site.  Contractor was informed of 

construction maintenance requirements and the need to clear 
out the drain.  Follow up next week to check status.

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Cutter Lane - Street Water Drainage
To: Longboat Key Town manager Howard Tipton
Tip, can you have Public Works look at the Gornto’s con-

cern?  PS the guy was here today checking our meter for com-
pliance…we’ll volunteer for one of the new electronic meters 
if you need to-test one.  

Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Cutter Lane - Street Water Drainage
To: John Gornto
Certainly Nancy, I will pass this information along. Lynn is 

back in her studio and we had a fabulous art opening at Town 
Hall last weekend. Hopefully you made it. We have quite a lot 
of art talent on this island.  

Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Cutter Lane - Street Water Drainage
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin
Realizing it isn’t raining these contractors at the end of 

Cutter Ln care not about what they are dumping into the 
small drain at end of street much less the bay.

Can you kindly get town maintenance to get here to clean 
out; before rains start so we can rely upon drainage? (Much 
less another 2024!)

Again, sorry to bother, yet you seem to get things done. 
Much appreciated (I trust your wife is back to her art in 
studio!).

John and Nancy Gornto
Longboat Key
 

Learn How the American Coastal 
Coalition Can Benefit Your Community

To: Longboat Key Commission
The City of Venice is pleased to invite you to a special 

luncheon and presentation featuring the American Coastal 
Coalition (ACC)—a Washington, D.C.-based nonprofit 
advocacy group dedicated to protecting and enhancing the 
vitality of our nation’s coastal communities.

As a proud new member of the ACC, Venice recognizes the 
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WineTimes

The turmoil in the alcoholic beverage industry began as the 
Pandemic ended and sales of domestic beer began to level off, 
sales of mass market wines 
decreased, and sales of pre-
mium brand spirits and hard 
seltzer/canned mixed drinks 
increased. Upscaling to pre-
mium brands of alcoholic 
beverages in many market 
segments offsets some of the 
decreases in quantities sold. 
Sales of alcoholic beverages 
are going up or down, or 
both.

Quantities of craft 
beer sold in the USA, for 
instance, declined but high-
er prices per unit increased 
both dollar sales of craft beer and the craft beer share of the 
beer market. In the huge market for beer in the USA, Modelo 
Especial replaced Bud Light as the top seller in the USA dur-
ing 2024. The US company licensed to sell Modelo in the 
US, Constellation Brands, sold many of its popular super-
market wine brands to E&J Gallo and to the Wine Group. 
Constellation has explained its decisions to offload wine 

major appellations in California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from Tuscany and 
the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale in 
Australia, and the Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between residences in 
Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restaurant shortly after graduating from college 
with a degree in Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experience in the food and 
wine industry. Family and friends rate him as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He 
lives in Severna Park, Maryland.

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

Turmoil in the Alcoholic Beverage Industry
The turmoil in the alcoholic beverage industry began as the Pandemic ended. 

Top-Ranked for a Reason
Perched on the eighth floor of Lido Beach Resort, Drift ranks #1 among 900  
Sarasota restaurants on TripAdvisor for its unrivaled views and unforgettable flavors.

opalcollection.com/lido-beach    941.388.2161

Top-Ranked for a Reason
Perched on the eighth floor of Lido Beach Resort, Drift ranks #1 among 900  
Sarasota restaurants on TripAdvisor for its unrivaled views and unforgettable flavors.

opalcollection.com/lido-beach    941.388.2161

Annual Change in US Volume Wine Sales 2000-2023

brands as part of its efforts to lean more heavily into faster growing segments of the beverage 
market.

Global production of wine has declined in 2024 to a level not seen during the last forty 
years. This decline has nothing to do with tariffs on wine. In France, domestic sales of red 
wine have decreased dramatically, to the point that the government is helping to divert red 
wine outside the consumer market for wine and is subsidizing shifts of farms in some regions 
from wine grapes to other crops. Wine regions are adopting higher quality standards to limit 
production of wines labelled with the name of the region. Increasing sales of sparkling, white, 
and rose wines have offset some of the losses of red wine sales.

Sales of premium spirits have boosted that sector of the alcoholic beverage market.  Kentucky 
Bourbon and craft whiskey have gained popularity in Europe and Asia. Bartenders hear fre-
quent calls for cocktails such as Manhattans and Mint Juleps. Premium agave spirits, mostly 
Tequila but also Mezcal, have found an enthusiastic market among the younger patrons of bars 
in the USA and abroad. The Margarita and Tequila shots have enhanced sales of Tequila. We 
found one beverage shop that had taken Tequila bottles off the shelf and put all of them behind 
the counter. In other shops, we see some of the more expensive brands (say, Casamigos) locked 
behind glass panels. That shows a demand that shop owners could do without!

The on and off again threats of tariffs have added uncertainty and increased the turmoil in 
the beverage industry. Will adding a 20% tax to the price of a prestige $300 bottle of French 
Bordeaux deprive a wine collector of the preferred wine? What will happen if France imposes 
a 30% tax on Kentucky Bourbon as well as Teslas? Mint Juleps in Nice made with Japanese 
whiskey?

Will the Belgium and Brazilian corporation, Anheuser Busch InBev, that owns the 
Budweiser Bud Light brand and the Modelo brand, but has licensed sales of Modelo in the 
USA to the US Constellation 
Brands corporation, restore 
Bud Light as the top sell-
ing US beer if and when the 
Trump administration impos-
es tariffs on imports Modelo 
brand made in Mexico? In 
our era of intertwined inter-
national corporations, “Made 
in America” doesn’t have the 
meaning that we thought it 
has, does it?

Perhaps we should be ask-
ing when Elon Musk will buy 
the naming rights to the Gulf 
of America and change the 
name to Gulf of X. Will Musk 
then sue the Dutch Heineken 
International corporation for a 
trademark violation for using 
the “XX” on labels of bottles 
of Dos Equis beer?

S. W. Hermansen has used 
his expertise in econometrics, 
data science and epidemiology 
to help develop research data-
bases for the Pentagon, the 
National Institutes of Health, 
the Department of Agriculture, 
and Health Resources and 
Services. He has visited premier 
vineyards and taste wines from 
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Steff's Stuff
5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE

IN THE CENTRE SHOPS   •  941.383.1901
CLOSED THROUGH MID-OCTOBER

SteffsStuffLBK.com

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES
ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY 

Business Directory

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM
FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED
Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

Cortez Bait & Seafood 
Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters • Shrimp • Clams

Fish Spread • Smoked Mullet
Tues-Sat: 10 AM to 6 PM  •  Sun-Mon: 11AM to 6 PM       

Located 2 blocks south of Cortez Road 941.794.1547
CortezSeafoodMarket.com

                  4528 119th St. West, Cortez

SEE US ON FACEBOOK

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
12110 Cortez Road West

Cortez, FL
941.794.1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS 

484-889-8991  • menshaircutsarasota.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers 

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

AcuMedFL.com  •  KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
2953 Bee Ridge Road • Sarasota, FL 34239

941.250.6911

• Acupuncture

• Injection Therapy

• Herbology

• Homeopathy

• Massage

MASSAGE & 
FACIAL REJUVENATION

DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN 2

0
0
0

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

941-387-9807

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

We are THE Color experts on 
LBK - a Goldwell salon.  

Make your appointment today!

Celebrating 27 years
 on the island!

Fresh Air
       and
Exercise?

Scan Our Free Guides
Legacy Trail, Sarasota Bayfront, 

and the Gulf Islands

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

200 Central Ave.
Suite 11

941.297.8991 
www.menshaircustsarasota.com

Professional men’s barber services.
At our salon or at your residence 

on Longboat or Lido Key.
Call or text for appointments.

L  ved againL  
Boutique

UPSCALE WOMEN’S CONSIGNMENT STORE

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 • Sarasota
BESIDE TRADER JOE’S

941.702.8159

• JOHNNY WAS
• HERMES

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES
• CHANEL
• JIMMY CHOO

BE WELL WITH DR. MESA!
•  Direct Primary Care
•  Weight Management
•  Anti-Aging Care
•  Now Offering: The HydraFacial

Dr. Nathalia Mesa
941-251-0600
www.mesaesthetics.com

Wildewood Professional Plaza
3645 Cortez Road West, Suite 110
Bradenton, FL 34210

Hablo español

 
 

SARASOTA 
INTERIOR 
PAINTING, LLC

FULLY INSURED • OWNER OPERATED
CALL OR TEXT 941-900-9398 TODAY!

OWNER: DON HUBIAK
Instagram Page: @SarasotaInteriorPainting

 
 

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR / CABINET

SARASOTA
PAINTING 

Ads that 
work...

ads@Lbknews.com or 

941.387.2200

Professional Home Watch & Concierge Service

CERTIFIED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED  •  TRUSTED

• Detailed Interior & Exterior Home Checks

• Time & Date Stamped Reporti ng & Photos

• Concierge Services to Fit Your Needs

• Home Maintenance Coordinati on

Cindy Jessup, Owner

941.915.1248
www.whcsarasota.com

SCAN ME

GREENWICH INTERIORS, LLC
Creating beautiful, functional 

residential and commercial spaces.

NANCY O’ROURKE, Principal
(941) 279-7500 

nancy@greenwichinteriors.com 
Greenwichinteriors.com

• New construction 
• Remodeling  
• Project management 

We bring your vision to life.
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941-320-1120 •  beachlimosfl.com

Experience first-class luxury transportation     AIRPORT, MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS, NIGHTS OUT, SPECIAL EVENTS AND MORE!
                             RELIABLE  •  SAFE  •  LICENSED • INSURED

I’m Chris Pinto, and together with my wife, Tiana, we’ve been happily 
serving Long Island, New York, for the past 20 years. We recently moved to 
Sarasota with our four adorable puppies, and we’re beyond excited to bring 
our passion for service to your community!

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER
Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS  |  TOURNAMENT PLAY  |  LESSONS
FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS

OPEN MON-FRI  7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN  7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

 590 BAY ISLES ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367 Pd by CSTF

Visit our Showroom
4201 N. Washington Blvd. Sarasota
Mon-Fri 9 am to 5 pm & Sat 10 am to 2 pm

www.blindsanddesignsoffl  orida.com

941-360-9200

SHUTTERS • ROLLER & SOLAR SHADES 
BLINDS • CUSTOM DRAPERIES & CORNICES

SAVE!
Up to 35% Off 

Plantati on 
Shutt ers

when Marlon Brown retired after more than three decades in government service throughout 
Florida, including 15 years with the City of Sarasota, the last four as city manager.

At the outset, the city hired national search firm Colin Baenziger & Associates to lead the 
city manager recruitment. But by last Friday’s meeting, it was clear several commissioners were 
unsure who had controlled the process all along.

Commissioners pointed to one-on-one meetings with staff and the search firm where com-
missioners had privately shared ideas about what they wanted in a city manager. But that 
behind-the-scenes approach ultimately spilled into public view, exposing the fractures in a 
process that lacked structure from the start.

There was no clear agreement on evaluation criteria, no collective discussion of priorities, 
and no plan for incorporating public input or community participation. Commissioners 
openly admitted they had never clearly defined what they were looking for in a candidate—a 
vacuum that helped fuel the disarray.

More troubling was that commissioners submitted their preferred candidates from the 
pool of 47 via a spreadsheet—outside of a public meeting. A 2023 opinion from the Florida 
Attorney General made clear the Sunshine Law prohibits ranking candidates in an executive 
search outside of a publicly noticed meeting. 

Christine Robinson, speaking on behalf of the Argus Foundation, put it plainly: “The public 
doesn’t have access to the materials you’re talking about today.” 

Robinson wasn’t alone in raising concerns. Commissioner Kyle Battie echoed the concern: 
“We almost seem as though we don’t have a clue as to what we’re doing. That doesn’t bode well 
for the public and their confidence in us.” 

Battie likened the events to “trying to change a tire on a bike while we’re riding it.”
Commissioner Jen Ahearn-Koch declared bluntly, “We did not direct any of this. This is 

coming at us.” 
Vice Mayor Debbie Trice tried to salvage the process by proposing a hybrid approach: 

preserve the current applicant pool but publish all materials to give the public a window into 
future deliberations. But even that compromise couldn’t paper over the commission’s lack of 
a coherent plan.

A suggestion that candidates submit five-minute introductory videos—aimed at humanizing 
resumes—was dismissed by some as potentially discriminatory, despite the fact that public 
interviews would eventually reveal the same information.

By the afternoon meeting, the dysfunction reached a climax. Ahearn-Koch introduced 
a motion to scrap the entire process and start anew— publicly, transparently, and on the 
Commission’s own terms.

The motion failed 4–1, but not before exposing deep fractures. Commissioners admitted 
they didn’t know which materials were public, why some candidates were recommended over 
others, or how five additional names landed on their list without a formal vote or directive. 
Basic documents such as resumes and background packets were not included in the meeting 
agenda and only presented after complaints from the public.

Several commissioners worried starting over would waste months and cost Sarasota its most 
promising candidates. Others argued the entire process was tainted by disorganization, and 
pushing forward would only deepen public mistrust.

“If I were a potential candidate, I would think twice about applying,” said Vice Mayor Trice. 
She questioned why a candidate would “move to this crazy city where the commission can’t 
make a decision.”

“It was chaos,” said Martin Hyde, a frequent critic of city government. “There’s no consis-
tency in the processes. The only thing that is predictable is that they take hours at every meet-
ing to demonstrate their incompetence.”

What Comes Next?
City Attorney Joe Polzak recommended the city “reboot” the search process.  But in the 

end, the commission did not agree on a clear timeline or leadership direction. Commissioners 
agreed to hold a follow-up meeting where they’ll begin—again—by publicly naming their top 
candidates and requesting additional background materials from the search firm.

But with some commissioners already second-guessing their picks and others visibly frus-
trated with the entire process, it’s unclear whether the future meeting will resolve anything or 

simply repeat last Friday’s display in a slightly more polished form.
“Likely, I would come up with the same list I have,” said Alpert.
The number of potential candidates is likely to be less after last Friday’s week’s debacle. One 

candidate withdrew from consideration after watching the spectacle. “I can’t imagine anyone 
who would want to work in that environment,” the former candidate told the Florida Trident.

As of Thursday, April 17, city hall could not provide consistent information on the number 
of candidates who had dropped out. One official told the Trident in an email that none had 
withdrawn. Another official confirmed that four had dropped out.

UPDATE: After initial publication, Jan Thornburgh, the City’s Communication Manager, 
stated that two additional candidates had withdrawn: Kathy Blonski and Mike Graese. Blonski 
was one of two candidates preferred by all 5 commissioners.

Read at: https://floridatrident.org/sarasota-city-manager-search-descends-into-chaos/

Ads that work... 941.387.2200
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This material is based upon information that we consider to be reliable, but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is accurate or complete, and it should not be relied upon as such. 
 The offering is subject to errors, omissions, changes, including price, or withdrawal without notice.    

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250  •   LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

     CHASE MYER  (941) 315-5318                

Learn more at www.BruceMyer.com

  BRUCE MYER  (941) 376-5311          

#2 COLDWELL BANKER DUO TEAM IN THE NATION
No Realtor has listed or sold more Longboat Key Properties

THE MARK • $1,295,000
 111 S. PINEAPPLE AVE., #1004

SARASOTA, FL  
2BR/2.5BA  • 1,513 SF  •  City views

BAYPORT BEACH & TENNIS  CLUB  •  $895,000
520 BAYPORT WAY 
LONGBOAT KEY, FL 

2BR/2BA  •  1,456 SF  •  Gulf to Bay 

PROMENADE  •  $2,250,000
1211 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #401 

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3BA  •  2,100 SF • Gulf & Bay views

ISLANDER CLUB  •  $799,000
2301 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #85N

 LONGBOAT KEY,  FL 
2BR/2BA •  1,235 SF  

LONGBOAT KEY TOWERS  •  $1,595,000
603 LONGBOAT CLUB RD., #1102N

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA  • 1,458 SF  •  Gulf & Bay views

ORCHID BEACH CLUB • $2,850,000
2050 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR. #A601

SARASOTA, FL
3BR/3.5BA  •  3,242  •  Beach/Bay views

LBK YACHT & TENNIS CLUB - $869,900
4215 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #103

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA • 1,497 • Furnished

MARINA BAY  •  $1,999,000
2550 HARBOURSIDE DR., #322

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/2.5BA  •  2,830 • Updated

COREY’S LANDING  •  $1,235,000
3467 BYRON LANE
LONGBOAT KEY, FL

3BR/2.5BA  •  2,227 SF • 2-Car garage

GRAND BAY  •  $1,695,000
3010 GRAND BAY BLVD. #482

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA  •  2,250 SF • Furnished

EMERALD POINTE NORTH - $1,849,000
2065 HARBOUR LINKS DRIVE

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA  •  2,865 SF  •  Updated

L’AMBIANCE  •  $2,995,000
415 L’AMBIANCE DR., #C404

 LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA • 2,820 SF • Furnished

NOW PENDING

MARINA BAY • $2,695,000
2410 HARBOURSIDE DR., #121

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR+FAMILY ROOM/3.5BA  •  3,825 SF 

FAIRWAY BAY  •  $995,000
1900 HARBOURSIDE DR., #102

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2.5BA  •  1,590 • Updated • Boat Dock

EN PROVENCE  •  $4,995,000
2161 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #3

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA  •  3,800 SF • Gulf front terrace

PLAYERS CLUB  •  $895,000
1485 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #205

LONGBOAT KEY, FL  
2BR/2.5BA  • 1,569 SF  • Gulf front

HARBOR OAKS  •  $1,095,000
2129 HARBOURSIDE DR., #901

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/2.5BA  •  2,219 SF • Golf views

EMERALD POINTE NORTH - $1,770,000
2063 HARBOUR LINKS DR. #6

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA • 3,056 SF • Represented Buyer

NOW SOLD

BIRD KEY - $4,150,000
524 N. SPOONBILL DRIVE

SARASOTA, FL
3BR/3BA  •  3,425 SF • Waterfront

NOW PENDING

FAIRWAY BAY • $885,000
1928 HARBOURSIDE DR., #1404

LONGBOAT KEY, FL  
2BR/2BA  • 2,565 SF  •  Furnished

NOW PENDING

NOW PENDING

NEW PRICE NEW PRICE

NOW PENDING
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