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Introduc�on

In a way, this publica�on is a personal view of the Club’s history as I have been solely responsible for the selec�on,
compiling and edi�ng of source material. At �mes I have added a personal view on ma�ers, which may or may not
be agreed by all, but then I am the one wri�ng the story from my perspec�ve and anyone who bi�erly disagrees is
welcome to write their own account.

The story is very much dependent on personal accounts wri�en by members over the past six decades and the
focus is upon the people of the club not the administra�ve minu�ae of running an associa�on. As such this
publica�on is not an account of events run week in and week out. It was very much a process of si�ing material out
and only the bigger bits remain which require more diges�ng or were caught in the plughole.

Many ma�ers big or small may have escaped recollec�on in these pages, either through lack of source material,
detail, lack of relevance to the members overall or just plain tedious reading. To give the Club’s ac�vity, year by
year, full credit would require a document a metre thick. Thus some names may be lost in the process, some Sec�on
ac�vity unacknowledged due to lack of source material and some significant events not given the weight they 
may have deserved. 

I do not claim credit for all of the material in this publica�on. The material largely was wri�en by the members
themselves. I think we are lucky they took the ini�a�ve at the �me otherwise so much Club memory would have
been lost.

The opinions expressed in the Social History of the VMCCWA are the Editor’s and not those of the VMCCWA (Inc).

Murray Barnard - April 2025
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PREFACE

The inaugural mee�ng of the Motor Cycle Sec�on of the Veteran Car Club of WA [Inc] [VCC] was held on 5 
September, 1968. The Sec�on grew quickly and before long it was clear that a motorcycle specific club 
was both desirable and achievable. Thus in March 1975 a cons�tu�on was derived, a commi�ee elected 
and the name Vintage Motor Cycle Club of W.A. (VMCCWA) registered and the associa�on formed. The 
inaugural commi�ee was Eric Langton , Neil Stephenson , Peter Wells, Ron Morrison, Jack Berkshire, Jim 
Wallace, Max Sharpe, Bill Young, Charlie Lawson, B Drake. & Tom Welch. 

The first official Commi�ee Mee�ng of VMCCWA was held on 31 July, 1975 and the first official General 
Mee�ng on 21 August, 1975. Ini�ally pre-1955 machines were eligible for the club register. In 1983 a lot 
of debate ensued when it was decided to amend the eligible machine date to a “rolling 25 year” rule. The 
mo�on passed but not without a degree of dissension. During the debate a vote was taken on the 
ques�on of excluding Japanese machines from the Club and this resulted in a majority vo�ng against the 
exclusion. At the same mee�ng a “Vintage” sec�on was formed. Of interest was the mo�on to ban 
smoking at mee�ngs, this was passed as well. 

Another notable decision in this year was the contribu�on towards a clubhouse and spare parts facility 
at Wa�le Grove in partnership with the VCC.

 In 1985 the Club suffered a grievous loss when the President, Max Sharpe passed away. 1989 and the 
Club lost Ernie Legg, long term proprietor of a motorcycle shop in Fremantle. In 1990 the Club lost 
another stalwart when the “walking motorcycle encyclopaedia” Peter Grouco� passed away. 

In 1990 the Club held the Overlander’s re-enactment in which a large number of members rode to 
Melbourne & Sydney and return. Organised by Don Bowden and Rob Veitch  the event commemorated 
the WA Harley Davidson Club journey across the con�nent in 1927. 

In 1999 the Club lost it’s first President and 1920/30s speedway rider, Eric Langton. 

During the 2000s the Club has grown markedly as machines from the “motorcycle mad” 1970s became 
club eligible. Concessional licensing has proven very popular and well over 1800 machines are on the club 
register with 700 financial members being the norm.

 The club moved into the digital age in 2005 with a website established and the Club newsle�er became 
full colour and available by mail and email by 2016. A Club unit was purchased in Maddington to provide 
storage for club assets which could not be stored at the Wa�le Grove clubrooms. The unit is ac�vely used 
for commi�ee mee�ngs, sec�on mee�ngs and social events. 

Sadly the Club has seen some “pioneers” fade away” and we have lost Jack Berkshire, Lindsay Cooke, Bill 
Cowlin, John Rock and Charlie Lawson among many others. S�ll, the Club con�nues to grow and evolve. 
65 years of motorcycle community and many more to come as the Club faces the challenge of internal 
combus�on engines being phased out and electrical phased in! S�ll the maintenance of old machines and 
their restora�on will appeal to many a motorcyclist. The Club will con�nue to grow and thrive even as 
the composi�on, focus and membership will change. We have seen the Club evolve already, it is not 
stranded in the past nor does it abandon the past. The Club is focused on a love of motorcycles, their 
development, history and the people who rode them.
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2005: Western Australia pop’n 2 million people

PRESIDENT’S REPORT - REX EDMONDSON: On the
15th August 1968 the Veteran Car Club of WA wrote
a le�er to the Vintage Motor Cycle Sec�on of the Car
Club. This le�er said that the Car Club had agreed
unanimously to a request from fourteen members of
the Motor Cycle Sec�on to form a vintage motor cycle
club and so began a most successful journey for the
Vintage Motor Cycle Club of WA.

Thirty years la�er the Club has grown to a well known
and respected organiza�on with 470 members who
have 700 machines listed with 326 vintage and post
vintage motor cycles road worthy and so ful�lling the
Clubs �rst objec�ve “To encourage the ownership
,use and preserva�on of motorcycles and other
similar motor vehicles more than 25 years of age”.

On the weekend of the 17/18th September members
gathered to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the
event of August 1968. This celebra�on consisted of
a run on Saturday along the hills and a pleasant lunch
at Parkerville and return to the Club. A celebra�on
dinner held that night was well a�ended in a relaxed
atmosphere and entertainment enhanced the
evening with a number of recitals of song and verse.

Founding members: Ron Morrison, Charlie Lawson &
jack Berkshire cut the 30 year Anniversary cake.

During the evening presenta�ons were made to three
founding members who a�ended, Chas Lawson, Jack
Berkshire and Ron Morrison, Ron was also presented
with his Life Membership. The Club congratulates
these outstanding members. Frank Cocks gave an
address on the clubs beginnings and Jim Clark
produced a booklet containing 30 years of Club
events in cartoon sketch that I am sure is a collectors
item. A further run through the hills to the south of

Perth was held on Sunday, this was well a�ended and
rounded o῿� a weekend celebra�on. VMCC members
of today owe a vote of thanks to those many people
that have built this Club into what it is today with a
large membership, a good management system and
sound base. This very healthy posi�on has been
achieved by responsible yet bold management and
support by a large number of people over the 30yr
life of this Club and we salute and thank you.

For those of us that are members today lets not let
that 30yr e῿�ort be lessened, we need to keep our eye
on the road ahead and support the Club in whatever
way you have to o῿�er and I know that every member
has something to o῿�er. Em Serls put this celebra�on
together and we thank him and his good lady Phyl for
there e῿�ort. Well done. VMCC, congratula�ons for
the past 30yrs, lets keep going forward in the spirit
that has got us to here.

PROFILE - COLIN ANTHONY MCKEE: by Adrian White
Napier, New Zealand (East Coast, North Island), 7th
May 1941. Horrie and Hilda (known to everyone as
“Tiny”) McKee are proud to announce the arrival of
their third (and �nal, it turned out) child, Colin
Anthony. Mother and child both well, many thanks
to the sta῿� at Bethany. Tiny was a nurse aide so she
probably knew a thing or two about childbirth and
Horrie was a confec�oner. Things were hardly
booming in Napier; the misery of Depression was s�ll
being experienced, and, as if that were not enough,
Napier su῿�ered a major earthquake in 1931, the
e῿�ects of which lasted many years. In such a Spartan
economy, confec�onery didn’t rate very highly so
Horrie became a tobacco blender for Rothmans and
worked there un�l re�rement. Colin a�ended Port
Ahuriri Primary School, then Napier Intermediate and
�nally Napier Boys High. An average student, he loved
sport and despite being of very short stature played
for the school’s First 15 (Rugby, the game played in
heaven!). When annual photo �me came around
Colin had to sit on a cushion to make him look big
enough! By his eighteenth birthday he’s grown to
average height.

The local BMC dealership employed Colin as an
appren�ce motor mechanic where he showed
ap�tude for the trade and enjoyed the work. He
passed his �nal exams in 1962. Mean�me, he’d found
motorcycles. Aged sixteen he was a regular passenger
on the successful road racing sidecar of Pat Connolly.
At the same age he rode his �rst scramble on a James
Captain, Villiers 197 powered, with some success.
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