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B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

2021-2022 Chair:
Ken Foskett
Author, former Senior Editor for Investigations at The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Board Members: 

Mark Aldren, Journalist

René Alegria, MundoHispanico.com

Rahul Bali, Political Reporter, WABE Radio

Deisha Barnett, UPS

Doug Barthlow, Georgia State University

Rickey Bevington, Georgia Public Broadcasting

Susanna Capelouto, WABE Radio

Nicole Carr, ProPublica

Charles Edwards, Jackson Spalding

Mary Eitel, MKE Communications

Stephen Fowler, Georgia Public Broadcasting

Karyn Greer, CBS46

Rodney Ho, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Mike Jordan, Butter.ATL

Chris José, WSB-TV

Robin Kemp, The Clayton Crescent

Eric Ludgood, Newsy

Mark Meltzer, Journalist and PR Exec, Hope Beckham

Keith Pepper, Springs Publishing

MaryLynn Ryan, Georgia Public Broadcasting

Maria Saporta, SaportaReport

Mara Shalhoup, ProPublica

Duane Stanford, Beverage Digest

Lauri Strauss, Strauss Media

Sonia Tucker, CNN

Myrydd Wells, Atlanta Magazine

Jewel Wicker, Freelance Entertainment and Culture Reporter
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Hank Klibanoff, Emory University

Mark Meltzer, Journalist and PR Exec, Hope Beckham

Budd McEntee, Audience Research & Development

MaryLynn Ryan, Georgia Public Broadcasting

Maria Saporta, SaportaReport

Alexis Scott, Media Executive

Lauri Strauss, Consultant, Strauss Media

Event Content and Tribute Documentary Production:

Richard Crabbe, Director and Producer

Kristi York Wooten, Writer and Producer

Karla Jacobs, Producer

Jaye Watson, Narration

Donna Lowry, Emcee

Miranda Marshall, Social Media
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Newspapers and newsrooms are disappearing from American
towns and cities. Without local journalists in these areas, citizens
are becoming less informed and research and sources are not
being printed, which means many public officials are not being
held accountable for their actions. In the current media
environment, it can be hard to tell what news is real vs. fake, and
what is fact vs. opinion. Journalism is under attack, and there is
confusion about what journalists do and why they are vital in a
democracy. 

The Atlanta Press Club partnered with Georgia Humanities on
the Democracy and the Informed Citizen project and we continue to
provide online programming that deepens the public’s knowledge
of the connections between democracy, journalism and an
informed citizenry; we also aim to increase media literacy and
support high-quality journalism, especially local journalism.

A B O U T  T H E  A T L A N T A  P R E S S  C L U B
Established in 1964, the Atlanta Press Club (APC) is a registered
501c3 nonprofit and one of the largest and most active
professional journalism organizations in the country. More than
half of our 500 members are working journalists. The balance is
made up of journalism students, educators, government and
nonprofit executives, and public relations professionals.

Our mission is to serve the evolving professional, educational
and social needs of our media community, foster journalistic
excellence and advance the public’s interest in and
understanding of a free press.

W H Y  J O U R N A L I S M  M A T T E R S  N O W

ATLANTAPRESSCLUB.ORG
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DONATE TODAY! YOUR SUPPORT OF 
THE ATLANTA PRESS CLUB PROVIDES...

ATLANTAPRESSCLUB.ORG

EDUCATION

APC hosts discussions throughout the year to help
journalists improve their skills and accuracy. Topics
include current legislation, First Amendment law, and tips
and resources.

INTERNSHIPS

APC offers summer internships for journalism students by
pairing them with many of Atlanta’s top news organizations
where they receive hands-on experience reporting.

ACCESS

Members and the public gain access to influential leaders
from across the state and the country through our
Newsmaker and Check-In series.

PROGRAMMING AND EVENTS

Through publications and programming, the APC helps to
educate the public on important issues and the role
journalists play in a democracy.

RECOGNITION OF QUALITY JOURNALISM

Sponsorship allows us to publicly recognize excellence in
the field of journalism at our annual Hall of Fame event,
which honors journalists for their careers and lifetime
achievements.
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A B O U T  T H E  H A L L  O F  F A M E

Each year, the Atlanta Press Club recognizes top leaders within our industry.
For more than 50 years, we’ve fostered and awarded journalistic excellence to
distinguish outstanding individuals who uphold the highest standards of the
press. The Hall of Fame is an annual event that recognizes journalists for
their lifetime achievements, whose careers represent the highest standards of
journalistic integrity and ethics. They have made outstanding contributions
either to journalism in Georgia or the country and the world at large, often
courageously overcoming many obstacles to pursue, find and share the truth.

P A S T  I N D U C T E E S
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https://atlantapressclub.org/awards/
https://atlantapressclub.org/awards/


Congratulations,
Billye Aaron!

 
FR O M JO H N AN D  M O N ICA  KA U FMA N

P EAR SO N

2021
ATLANTA PRESS  CLUB 
HALL  OF  FAME
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Billye Aaron blazed a trail as co-host of WSB-TV’s Today in Georgia becoming the first African-American
woman in the southeast to host a daily talk show in 1968, and she followed up with her weekly talk show,
Billye, for WTMJ-TV in 1973. She began her career as an English teacher in Atlanta Public Schools,
Spelman College, Morehouse College, South Carolina State College, and Morris Brown College. She has
worked for many years leading fundraising efforts for the United Negro College Fund as well as the
NAACP. Aaron and her late husband, Hank Aaron, created the Hank Aaron Chase the Dream Foundation
to assist low-income children with educational scholarships.

Rebecca Burns covered Atlanta for more than 20 years as a journalist, editor, and author of three
books on Atlanta history. She served as editor-in-chief of Atlanta magazine from 2002-2009 and worked
as director of digital strategy for Emmis Publishing. One of her books, Burial for a King, shares the story
of the aftermath of the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. and his funeral in Atlanta. Burns is the
Executive Director of The Red & Black Publishing Company, an independent, nonprofit student media
organization that covers Athens and the University of Georgia. She is a part-time instructor at UGA and
previously taught at Emory. She is a past board member of the Atlanta Press Club.

Jim Galloway had been an editor and writer for The Atlanta Journal-Constitution from 1979 until his
retirement this year. Most recently, he had served as the newspaper’s political columnist and was the
creator of its current-events blog, Political Insider. Galloway’s fields of specialty have included religion,
focusing on conservative evangelicals in the South, and international affairs. Among his awards is the
prestigious Knight-Wallace Fellowship Program at the University of Michigan, where Galloway studied
Chinese language, economics and philosophy. He has written extensively about American politics at the
local, municipal, state, regional and national levels. 

Paul Hemphill, who died in 2009, had a career that spanned journalism, novels, and essays. A
sportswriter from the start, Hemphill wrote about many of the things he loved including country music,
minor league baseball, and NASCAR. In the 1960’s, Hemphill wrote a daily column for The Atlanta Journal.
His 2005 biography of Hank Williams, Lovesick Blues, and his 1993 memoir, Leaving Birmingham: Notes
of a Native Son, were listed on Georgia Center for the Book’s annual “25 Books All Georgians Should
Read.” An Auburn University Alum, Hemphill’s last book was A Tiger Walk Through History, a volume on
the history of Auburn football.

Marshall Latimore was the executive editor of the Atlanta Voice from 2017 until his death in March
2021. Leader, mentor, and friend, Latimore left his mark on the newspaper helping transform it into a
multimedia company. A Birmingham, Alabama native, he came to Atlanta via Nashville where he was
executive editor of StayOnTheGo Magazine. Latimore was dedicated to encouraging the next generation
of Black journalists through his involvement in the National Association of Black Journalists as well as
General Motor’s mentorship program, “Discover the Unexpected,” a summer internship program
connecting students from Historically Black Colleges & Universities with historically Black newspapers.
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DONATE TODAY! 

 

Now, more than ever, journalism matters to democracy and a free press. Make your

tax-deductible donation to our 501 (c)(3) organization today. Your support enables

us to provide programming for students and working journalists, host public service

and issues-based events for the general public, direct internships and more. 

Journalism matters. 

atlantapressclub.org/journalism
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5:30 PM REGISTRATION AND HEALTH CHECKPOINT

6:00 PM EVENT BEGINS

HORS D'OEUVRES AND CASH BAR

WELCOME / TITLE SPONSORS

JOANNA PRICE   THE COCA-COLA COMPANY

INTRODUCTION / BOARD CHAIR

KRISTI YORK WOOTEN   ATLANTA PRESS CLUB PRESIDENT

OVERVIEW / APC PRESIDENT 

REMEMBERING JOVITA MOORE

MOMENT OF SILENCE

OPENING REMARKS

DONNA LOWRY  JOURNALIST, GPB, 2021 HALL OF FAME EMCEE

6:30 PM CEREMONY BEGINS 

KEN FOSKETT   ATLANTA PRESS CLUB BOARD CHAIR,
FORMER EDITOR AT THE ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION

APC HALL OF FAME HONOREE MONTAGE

VIDEO TRIBUTE FEATURING HONOREES 2010-2021

DEMETRIUS SHERROD   SOUTHERN COMPANY



HALL OF FAME // 2021

HONOREE INTRODUCTION 

BILLYE AARON INDUCTION

TRIBUTE VIDEO FEATURING RUBYE LUCAS, BOB HOPE, 
MARIA SAPORTA, CAROLYN YOUNG AND TOM JOHNSON
MARIA SAPORTA   PRESENTER
BILLYE AARON  ACCEPTING

REBECCA BURNS INDUCTION

JIM GALLOWAY INDUCTION

DONNA LOWRY   

PAUL HEMPHILL INDUCTION

MARSHALL LATIMORE INDUCTION

SPONSOR RECOGNITION &
INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

KEN FOSKETT

THANK YOU AND GOODNIGHT DONNA LOWRY   

TRIBUTE VIDEO FEATURING STEVE FENNESSEY, ERRIN HAINES,
CHARLES DAVIS, AND ANILA YOGANATHAN
STEVE FENNESSY  PRESENTER
REBECCA BURNS ACCEPTING

TRIBUTE VIDEO FEATURING KEVIN RILEY, LEROY CHAPMAN, 
GREG BLUESTEIN, AND SUSAN POTTER
KEVIN RILEY  PRESENTER
JIM GALLOWAY ACCEPTING

TRIBUTE VIDEO FEATURING SUSAN PERCY, ANGELO FUSTER,
RICHARD ELDRIDGE, TERESA WEAVER, AND JIM STEWART
ANGELO FUSTER  PRESENTER
SUSAN PERCY ACCEPTING

TRIBUTE VIDEO FEATURING DAWN MONTGOMERY, MARY LATIMORE,
ITORO UMONTUEN, ILA WILBORN, MIKE JORDAN AND JANIS WARE
MIKE JORDAN  PRESENTER
DAWN MONTGOMERY AND MARY LATIMORE ACCEPTING
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// 2021 CO-TITLE SPONSORS //

 

// 2021 PLATINUM SPONSORS //

// 2021 GOLD SPONSOR //

// 2021 DIAMOND SPONSOR //

T O M  &  E D W I N A  J O H N S O N





ATLANTAPRESSCLUB.ORG
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// 2021 SILVER SPONSORS //

J O H N  &  M O N I C A  K A U F M A N  P E A R S O N



Hall of Fame Title Sponsors

Awards of Excellence and Internship Title Sponsors

Patron Sponsors

Gold Sponsor

Bronze Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

21HALL OF FAME // 2021
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Recognized in pre-event news releases distributed to media
organizations and reporters in the metro Atlanta area

Recognized in pre-event emails distributed to more than 3,000
metro Atlanta business and community leaders

Recognized on event page of Atlanta Press Club website

Full-page ad in event program (print or digital, where
applicable) 

Logo featured in Hall of Fame event program (print or digital,
where applicable)

Logo featured onscreen before and during Hall of Fame event
(in-person or virtual, where applicable)

Recognition by master of ceremonies (in-person or virtual,
where applicable)

Support the Atlanta Press Club 2022
Hall of Fame. Become a sponsor today!

Sample benefits:
 

TO SPONSOR OR FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
CONTACT PAULA HOVATER: 
phovater@atlpressclub.org or 404-625-2882
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C O N T A C T  U S
THE ATLANTA PRESS CLUB

PRESIDENT

KRISTI YORK WOOTEN
kwooten@atlpressclub.org
404-693-5527

KARLA JACOBS
karla@atlpressclub.org
770-378-1505

DIRECTOR, CORPORATE RELATIONSHIPS

PAULA HOVATER
phovater@atlpressclub.org
404-625-2882

THE ATLANTA PRESS CLUB // ONLINE

ATLANTAPRESSCLUB.ORG

FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/TheAtlantaPressClub/

INSTAGRAM:
instagram.com/atlpressclub

TWITTER:
twitter.com/atlpressclub

LINKEDIN:
linkedin.com/groups/2688869/

http://atlantapressclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TheAtlantaPressClub/
https://www.instagram.com/atlpressclub
https://twitter.com/atlpressclub
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2688869/



