


The relationship between Sweden and 
Thailand has been strong for many 
years, commencing with a visit by King 
Rama V to Sweden in 1897. Ericsson 
commemorates the 118th Anniversary 
in Thailand in 2024, when the first ever 
public telephone exchange in the country 
was deployed in 1906. Ericsson is de 
facto the first Swedish international 
company to be established in Thailand. 
Ericsson started its operations here 
when the state-owned TOT needed 
to modernise its telephone network 
by delivering a station for the capital 
city of Bangkok with 2,400 subscriber 
lines. Ericsson sent one of its engineers 
to supervise both installation of the 
telephone station and construction of the 
network (see front cover picture).

Dear Readers,

Today marks a momentous occasion as 
we celebrate both the Swedish National 
Day on 6 June and the 35th anniversary of 
the Thai-Swedish Chamber of Commerce 
(SweCham). For the Chamber this is not 
just a time for reflection on our remarkable 
journey but also a celebration of the 
enduring spirit of innovation that defines 
our partnership.  Over three decades ago, 
SweCham was established as a vital link 
between Thailand and Sweden, fostering 
economic ties and trade exchanges. 	
	 Today, it stands as a testament to 
the fruitful collaboration between our two 
nations, driven by a clear commitment to 
progress and innovation.
	 Sweden is renowned for pushing 
boundaries, whether in technology, 
sustainability or social progress.  Time and 
again, Sweden is recognised as one of the 
world’s top innovators, with globally known 
names such as AstraZeneca, ABB, Atlas 
Copco, Alfa Laval, Electrolux, Ericsson, 
IKEA, Hitachi Energy, Klarna, SAAB, 
Scania, Tetra Pak, Spotify and Volvo, all 
testaments to Sweden’s forward-thinking 

Some other notable milestones

1929	 TOT engaged Ericsson for a major network expansion. 

1952	 The first Private Branch Exchange (PBX) was delivered and installed in Thailand. 

1962	 Ericsson supplied its first crossbar switching station to Thailand, which was 	

	 installed in Bangkok and served 10,000 subscribers.

1970	 The first AXE switching stations were installed in Thailand. 

1986	 Thailand’s, first mobile telephone network, an Ericsson Nordic Mobile Telephone 	

	 (NMT) system, was taken into operation as one of Asia’s first.

1990	 Ericsson received new orders for fixed network deployment. 

1994	 Ericsson received its first order for 2G (GSM) digital mobile telephone system for AIS.

2013	 Ericsson received its first order of a 3G system from DTAC.

2017	 Ericsson’s first live 5G Trial in Thailand.

2020	 Ericsson inaugurated live 5G commercial operations with True.

Ericsson Celebrates 118 Years of

Innovation in Thailand

Message from the Ambassador of Sweden and 
SweCham President

Sweden, the Home of 
Ground-breaking Innovation

approach and investment in R & D. Sweden 
and Swedish companies have been 
investing and purchasing from Thailand, 
creating 100,000 jobs and contributing 
around 170 THB billion to the economy 
annually. 
	 Team Sweden - comprising the 
Embassy of Sweden in Bangkok, Business 
Sweden, and SweCham - has worked 
together to implement the Government of 
Sweden’s strategy for trade, investment 
and global competitiveness in Thailand. 
This strategy focuses on promoting trade 
and investments, innovation, expanding 
exports as well as expanding the presence 
of Swedish companies abroad and 
strengthening Sweden’s position as the 
partner of choice for green and digital 
transition. Team Sweden actively supports 
this strategy through key initiatives like 
participating in trade exhibitions, hosting 
networking forums, organising company 
visits and strengthening academic 
networks to name a few.
 	 Our commitment extends 
beyond mere business exchanges; it 

encompasses a broader vision of societal 
contributions.  The annual Swedish 
Education and Career Days, as well as the 
Sweden Pavilion at the SX Sustainability 
Expo, Sweden-Thailand Sustainable 
Development Forum (SDF) and Pioneer 
the Possible, exemplify this dedication 
by bringing together visionary leaders 
and change-agents to address pressing 
sustainability issues.
	 Looking ahead, as we anticipate the 
SweCham 35th Anniversary Gala Dinner 
in November, we reflect on the milestones 
achieved and opportunities that lie ahead. 
This celebration is not just a marker of 
time but a reaffirmation of our commitment 
to foster innovation, drive economic 
prosperity and build a sustainable future. 
Together, we pave the way for continued 
success and collaboration between 
Thailand and Sweden, fuelled by the spirit 
of innovation and partnership.

Ambassador H.E. Mrs. Anna Hammargren
President of Thai-Swedish Chamber of 
Commerce Mr. Peter Björk

Mr. Peter BjörkAmbassador
H.E. Mrs. Anna Hammargren



The relationship between Sweden and 
Thailand has been strong for many 
years, commencing with a visit by King 
Rama V to Sweden in 1897. Ericsson 
commemorates the 118th Anniversary 
in Thailand in 2024, when the first ever 
public telephone exchange in the country 
was deployed in 1906. Ericsson is de 
facto the first Swedish international 
company to be established in Thailand. 
Ericsson started its operations here 
when the state-owned TOT needed 
to modernise its telephone network 
by delivering a station for the capital 
city of Bangkok with 2,400 subscriber 
lines. Ericsson sent one of its engineers 
to supervise both installation of the 
telephone station and construction of the 
network (see front cover picture).

Dear Readers,

Today marks a momentous occasion as 
we celebrate both the Swedish National 
Day on 6 June and the 35th anniversary of 
the Thai-Swedish Chamber of Commerce 
(SweCham). For the Chamber this is not 
just a time for reflection on our remarkable 
journey but also a celebration of the 
enduring spirit of innovation that defines 
our partnership.  Over three decades ago, 
SweCham was established as a vital link 
between Thailand and Sweden, fostering 
economic ties and trade exchanges. 	
	 Today, it stands as a testament to 
the fruitful collaboration between our two 
nations, driven by a clear commitment to 
progress and innovation.
	 Sweden is renowned for pushing 
boundaries, whether in technology, 
sustainability or social progress.  Time and 
again, Sweden is recognised as one of the 
world’s top innovators, with globally known 
names such as AstraZeneca, ABB, Atlas 
Copco, Alfa Laval, Electrolux, Ericsson, 
IKEA, Hitachi Energy, Klarna, SAAB, 
Scania, Tetra Pak, Spotify and Volvo, all 
testaments to Sweden’s forward-thinking 

Some other notable milestones

1929	 TOT engaged Ericsson for a major network expansion. 

1952	 The first Private Branch Exchange (PBX) was delivered and installed in Thailand. 

1962	 Ericsson supplied its first crossbar switching station to Thailand, which was 	

	 installed in Bangkok and served 10,000 subscribers.

1970	 The first AXE switching stations were installed in Thailand. 

1986	 Thailand’s, first mobile telephone network, an Ericsson Nordic Mobile Telephone 	

	 (NMT) system, was taken into operation as one of Asia’s first.

1990	 Ericsson received new orders for fixed network deployment. 

1994	 Ericsson received its first order for 2G (GSM) digital mobile telephone system for AIS.

2013	 Ericsson received its first order of a 3G system from DTAC.

2017	 Ericsson’s first live 5G Trial in Thailand.

2020	 Ericsson inaugurated live 5G commercial operations with True.

Ericsson Celebrates 118 Years of

Innovation in Thailand

Message from the Ambassador of Sweden and 
SweCham President

Sweden, the Home of 
Ground-breaking Innovation

approach and investment in R & D. Sweden 
and Swedish companies have been 
investing and purchasing from Thailand, 
creating 100,000 jobs and contributing 
around 170 THB billion to the economy 
annually. 
	 Team Sweden - comprising the 
Embassy of Sweden in Bangkok, Business 
Sweden, and SweCham - has worked 
together to implement the Government of 
Sweden’s strategy for trade, investment 
and global competitiveness in Thailand. 
This strategy focuses on promoting trade 
and investments, innovation, expanding 
exports as well as expanding the presence 
of Swedish companies abroad and 
strengthening Sweden’s position as the 
partner of choice for green and digital 
transition. Team Sweden actively supports 
this strategy through key initiatives like 
participating in trade exhibitions, hosting 
networking forums, organising company 
visits and strengthening academic 
networks to name a few.
 	 Our commitment extends 
beyond mere business exchanges; it 

encompasses a broader vision of societal 
contributions.  The annual Swedish 
Education and Career Days, as well as the 
Sweden Pavilion at the SX Sustainability 
Expo, Sweden-Thailand Sustainable 
Development Forum (SDF) and Pioneer 
the Possible, exemplify this dedication 
by bringing together visionary leaders 
and change-agents to address pressing 
sustainability issues.
	 Looking ahead, as we anticipate the 
SweCham 35th Anniversary Gala Dinner 
in November, we reflect on the milestones 
achieved and opportunities that lie ahead. 
This celebration is not just a marker of 
time but a reaffirmation of our commitment 
to foster innovation, drive economic 
prosperity and build a sustainable future. 
Together, we pave the way for continued 
success and collaboration between 
Thailand and Sweden, fuelled by the spirit 
of innovation and partnership.

Ambassador H.E. Mrs. Anna Hammargren
President of Thai-Swedish Chamber of 
Commerce Mr. Peter Björk

Mr. Peter BjörkAmbassador
H.E. Mrs. Anna Hammargren



Did you know?

Sweden’s history is rich with 
innovation, spanning centuries 
and crossing diverse fields 

of endeavour. From the industrial 
revolution to the digital age, Swedish 
inventors have made groundbreaking 
contributions that have shaped industries 
and improved lives worldwide. Sweden 
has a long tradition of recognising 
innovators and providing them with 
opportunities and having access to 
government support. The country has a 
great belief in gender equality and equal 
education opportunities. In 1842, Sweden 
introduced compulsory schooling from 7 
years of age and this step was a game 
changer for Sweden as it resulted in the 
overall high level of education among 
the people and became essential in 
Sweden’s journey from an agricultural 
nation to an innovation leader. From the 
invention of the Celsius temperature 
scale in 1742 to the development of what 
would quickly become the world’s leading 
music streaming platform (Spotify) in 
2006.
	 Swedish inventors have left a 
hard-to-reach mark on human history, 
shaping global industries, saving lives, 
and connecting the world. The pioneering 
spirit, ingenuity and relentless pursuit of 
innovation continue to inspire generations 
of inventors and entrepreneurs worldwide, 
driving progress and shaping the future 
of technology and society. Sweden ranks 
#2 (2023) in the Global Innovation Index 
as one of the most innovative countries 
globally and has been top ranked since 
the index was established in 2007.
	 Following are some examples of 
inventions that showcase Sweden’s 
diverse contribution to various fields, like 
engineering, medicine, telecom, gaming, 
design, consumer products and services, 
spanning from the early industrial age to 
today’s digital era. Swedish innovations 
and patents, since more than 150 years, 
have founded several global companies 
with presence in Thailand, including 
ABB, Ericsson, Volvo, Scania, SAAB, 
Electrolux, IKEA, Tetra Pak, SKF, Alfa 
Laval and Autoliv. Ericsson is today 
the #1 leading holder of active patents 
worldwide.

Diplomatic relations have been 
in place between Thailand and 
Sweden for more than 150 years, 

since May 1868 in fact. Swedish defence 
and security cooperation with Thailand 
has been ongoing, in depth, for more 
than 40 years with Sweden serving as 
a reliable partner to assure Thailand’s 
strategic capabilities for independence 
and autonomy. 

Sources: Technical Museum Stockholm Reform Institute/Christian Sandström TT Consultants Nordic Perspective

Product Inventor  Year

Carbonated mineral water
Marine screw propeller
Steam Turbine
Dynamite
Rechargeable battery
Beacon light
Telephone handset
Automatic Tph Exchange
Milk-cream separator
Household refrigerator
Zipper
Spheric ball bearings
Safety matches
Adjustable wrench
Coca Cola bottle
3-point car seatbelt
Implanted pacemaker
Medical ultrasound
Gamma knife
ICU ventilator
Tetra Pak (wet paper container)
Disposable diaper
Powdered milk
Colour graphic computer card
Bluetooth
Smartphone swipe gesture
Skype
Minecraft
Oat milk
Spotify

Torbern Bergman
John Ericsson
Alfred Nobel
Alfred Nobel
Waldemar Jungner
Gustaf Dalén
LM Ericsson
LM Ericsson
Gustav de Laval
Baltzar von Platen
Gideon Sundbäck
Sven Wingquist
Gustaf Eric Pasch
Johan P Johansson
Alexander Samuelson
Nils Bohlin
Rune Elmqvist
Hertz/Edler
Lars Leksell
Carl G Engström
Erik Wallenberg
Mölnlycke
Maria J Kronberg
Håkan Lantz
Mattison/Hartseen/Johansson
Eriksson/Goertz
Niklas Zennström
Markus Persson
Rickard Öste
Daniel Ek/ Martin Lorentzon

1775
1836
1875
1867
1899
1905
1884
1883
1878
1922
1913
1907
1844
1891
1915
1959
1958
1953
1968
1950
1944
1955
1937
1981
1998
2004
2003
2009
1990
2006

Saab and
Thailand,

a Partnership for Progress

The enduring relationship between
The Kingdom of Thailand, Saab and
The Kingdom of Sweden has delivered 
many important and unique capabilities 
to the Royal Thai Armed Forces – each 
helping to secure safety and security 
across air, land and sea. For many 
decades Saab has supported Thailand’s 
essential goals of sovereignty and 
self-reliance, and this commitment will 
continue far into the future. 

	 For Saab, Thailand stands out as one 
of its most important and valued customers, 
setting high requirements for technology, 
capability, performance and reliability. 
There is no better example of this than 
Thailand’s integrated Air Defence Solution; 
a complete command-and-control network 
serving the Thai Armed Forces, and the 
entire nation.
	 As part of this Air Defence Solution, 
Thailand operates Saab Gripen multirole 
fighters and Erieye airborne surveillance 
systems, connected through a secure, 
high-speed datalink network that delivers 
complete situational awareness across all 
the territory of Thailand. This netcentric 
capability is one of very few such systems 
actually operational anywhere in the world. 
	 Saab has been active in Thailand 
since the mid-1980s and other key 
capabilities provided to the forces here 
include radar and air defence on land and 
at sea, ground combat systems and naval 
combat management systems together with 
training and simulation at many levels. 

	 Saab’s world-leading position in civil 
air traffic management is also reflected all 
over Thailand where, starting almost 20 
years ago, Saab products and systems 
have been adopted at the country’s four 
largest airports. 
	 Through a strong belief in working 
with local partners Saab has consistently 
transferred important advanced technology 
and know-how into Thailand. Current and 
future projects will build on that proven 
track record, developing new opportunities 
not only in the areas of defence and 
aerospace but across a wide range of 
other key national industries and business 
sectors. Together with our owners the 
Wallenberg Foundation, their companies in 
Thailand and our partners in the UK, Saab 
supports Thailand’s ambition to develop 
new lines of high-tech national industry, 
to further secure long-term prosperity and 
strengthen independence by building more 
local capabilities and skills.
	 Saab’s presence at every level 
across the Royal Thai Armed Forces is a 
testament to its ability to supply and support 
highly-advanced systems that can be relied 
on to deal with any contingency. Saab’s 
strong partnerships with Thai industry show 
that there is great potential to keep working 
together and develop new ideas that meet 
the needs of the Thai people, today and 
tomorrow. As Thailand sets out its vision 
for defence modernisation and industrial 
development Saab will continue to be the 
reliable, long-term partner to secure the 
future.

Three Gripens from RTAF Wing 7 break 
and drop flares. The Gripens are based 
at Surat Thani Airbase. 

Thailand operates the Gripen fighter and the Erieye 
Airborne Early Warning aircraft. They are the eyes and 
the teeth of the RTAF’s integrated Air Defence Solution.

RTAF Gripens are connected to RTN warships through 
Thailand’s datalink network, allowing the fighters to be 
fully effective in support naval operations.
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How come Sweden, as a small nation, can be world-leading in innovation year after year? (the latest 
ranking in Global Innovation Index is no. 2 after Switzerland). What will it take to sustain this leading 
role and how is the Swedish Government supporting this process?

The EU-Thailand foreign trade 
agreement negotiations have 
been re-established recently. 
Is there any level of Swedish 
Government involvement in 
these negotiations? 

Services are growing as a 
share of foreign trade. How 
will the Swedish Government 
support export of Swedish 
services to Thailand?

What high-level Swedish visits 
to Thailand are planned for the 
rest of 2024, if any, and for what 
purpose?

The Swedish defence and security industry is world-leading, thanks 
in large part to continuously investing in R&D, driven by innovation. 
The competition is extremely tough, and we have had earlier 
success with Singapore and Thailand during the 2000s. How will 
you, as Minister for Foreign Trade, support continuous export and 
technology transfer of Swedish systems and products to Thailand 
and ASEAN? 

For several years, Thailand has invested in what 
is called Thailand 4.0 and becoming a regional 
hub for Southeast Asia in the areas of innovation, 
connectivity, advanced manufacturing, aviation, 
trading and logistics. What is the Minister’s view on 
how Sweden can contribute to these areas?

Terms and conditions for foreign 
investments vary in Southeast 
Asian countries. SweCham, 
together with the Joint Foreign 
Chambers of Commerce in 
Thailand, is actively working 
on advocacy issues to level 
the playing field through fewer 
regulations and free market 
access. What is the Minister’s view 
on how the Swedish Government 
can support these efforts?

Innovation, quality and free trade in sharp competition are key 
factors for Swedish export success. How will you promote Swedish 
businesses in Thailand this year?

Sweden is a staunch supporter of free, 
sustainable and rules-based trade. We 
would warmly welcome a free trade 
agreement with Thailand, as such an 
agreement would benefit both sides 
and further strengthen our ties. We are 
both involved in, and supportive of, the 
resumed negotiations. The Council 
of the European Union – consisting 
of all Member States – has approved 
the negotiation mandates, and the 
European Commission is conducting 
the negotiations. Throughout the 
negotiation process, the Commission 
consults with Member States, including 
Sweden, to ensure that our interests 
are considered. Experts from Member 
States will also actively participate in 
reviewing progress.

The Swedish Government strives 
to support trade in services through 
various channels and initiatives. 
Both exports and imports of services 
constitute important parts of overall 
trade relations and a modern-day 
economy. 

Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs Jan 
Knutsson recently visited Bangkok, and 
ministerial bilateral meetings were held in 
the margin of international summits. We 
are currently in the process of planning 
additional visits and warmly welcome 
incoming ones from Thailand.

The Gripen air fighter, as well as other 
Swedish defence materiel, has contributed 
very sophisticated high-tech to Thailand. 
We would like to further deepen our 
defence cooperation, including on 
innovation for the broader benefit of 

We commend Thailand’s commitment to implementing measures 
to elevate the country to a classification as high-income. Sweden 
has a lot to offer to support Thailand’s ambitious vision. Whether 
it’s in the areas of aviation, logistics, future mobility or digital 
economy, we should be seen as a valuable and trusted partner in 
helping Thailand achieve its value-based and innovation-driven 
economy.

We appreciate SweCham’s advocacy role 
for levelling the playing field for Swedish 
companies in Thailand. The Swedish 
Government and the EU are working 
towards minimising trade and investment 
barriers through negotiations. A free trade 
agreement between the EU and Thailand 
is expected to have several positive effects 
on facilitating the investment flows from the 
EU to Thailand.

My Government, through the Embassy of 
Sweden in Bangkok as well as Business 
Sweden, is working to facilitate trade, 
encourage exports and imports, and 
strengthen Sweden’s economic presence 
in Thailand through a number of activities 
and initiatives. Some examples are 
bilateral discussions, engaging with the 
Thai government and Thai industry in 

Innovation has always been at the heart 
of Swedish policy. Our commitment to 
research and development (R&D) is 
among the highest globally, with over 
3.4% of our GDP dedicated to fostering 
new ideas and breakthroughs. We believe 
that true innovation lies in translating 
knowledge into tangible products. Our 
collaborative efforts bridge academia, 

Photo credit: Kristian Pohl/Regeringskansliet

industry and research centres, ensuring 
that ideas don’t remain theoretical but 
become practical solutions. Our focus 
is on addressing real-world challenges 
– whether it’s sustainable energy, 
healthcare or digital transformation. 
The Swedish Government actively 
champions innovation through agencies 
like the Swedish Innovation Agency 

Thailand is currently ranked in 37th place among Sweden’s export 
destination countries, as of 2023. What is the Minister’s view on how 
trade between Thailand and Sweden can increase for the benefit 
of both countries? 
Sweden and Thailand’s longstanding trade relationship can be traced back to the 1868 
Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation between then Siam and Sweden. This 
historical bond is truly something to cherish. Looking ahead, Sweden’s new strategy for trade, 
investment and global competitiveness also aims to enhance partnerships and cooperation 
with countries in the Asia-Pacific region, including Thailand. I would like to see much more 
trade and investment flows between our countries, as well as stronger ties and cooperation 
on research and innovation. I also hope that Thailand and Thai companies will see Sweden 
and the Swedish industry as priority partners for green and digital transition.

INTERVIEW WITH
SWEDEN’S MINISTER 
FOR INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT
COOPERATION AND
FOREIGN TRADE,

JOHAN FORSSELL

The new Government in Thailand is actively promoting itself 
for foreign investments. Are there any Swedish initiatives to 
facilitate these opportunities for Swedish companies?

In November last year, Sweden’s 
Government adopted a new strategy for 
foreign trade, investments and global 
competitiveness. The Government 
actively strives to support Swedish 
companies in their global expansion by 
creating favourable conditions, promoting 
investment opportunities and fostering 
international partnerships. This serves 
as a framework to facilitate investment, 
protect investors and promote economic 
cooperation between Sweden and its 

(Vinnova), which administers state 
funding for needs-driven research, 
creating an environment conducive to 
groundbreaking ideas. This, paired with 
Swedish companies longstanding and 
widespread mindset to invest heavily in 
R&D themselves to ensure continuous 
development and global competitiveness, 
is a key factor. 

various sectors to promote deepened 
cooperation, arranging seminars and 
being present at trade fairs to showcase 
Sweden’s added value. We also highly 
value the role of the Thai-Swedish 
Chamber of Commerce in the Swedish 
business community in Thailand to 
enhance commercial relations between 
our two countries.

partner countries. The recently adopted 
Swedish strategy has a special focus 
on Asia. Southeast Asia in particular is 
among the global growth markets where 
we see great potential for more trade and 
investments. And yes, there seems to be a 
growing interest from Swedish industry to 
invest in Thailand. Both the Embassy and 
Business Sweden report a clear increase 
in the number of requests for information 
and support when exploring possibilities to 
establish operations in Thailand. 

World-class education is a key factor for development and a 
cornerstone for any country to excel in innovation. What is the 
Minister’s view on how Sweden can support the new generation 
of Thais in innovation? How could the Swedish Government 
attract more Thais to industrial university programmes in 
Sweden? (For example, the Royal Institute of Technology has 
accepted 11 Thai students for the 2024/25 academic year.)

Sweden places great emphasis on education. Our education system produces 
innovators, skilled professionals, researchers and entrepreneurs. We hope that more 
and more Thai students choose Sweden as a studying destination and have noted 
our emphasis on critical thinking and sustainability across the board. We promote 
‘Study in Sweden’ opportunities for foreign students through various channels, 
such as participating in education fairs, engaging with perspective students and 
encouraging collaboration between universities in both countries, to name a few. 
Thai students’ interest in studying in Sweden is increasing, and it is great to see that 
the active alumni network here in Thailand has almost 500 members. 

Thailand. Our recent defence innovation 
initiative will create new opportunities. 
As security in the Indo-Pacific and Euro-
Atlantic areas is increasingly linked, we 
believe it is important to deepen ties with 
partners and friends.
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How come Sweden, as a small nation, can be world-leading in innovation year after year? (the latest 
ranking in Global Innovation Index is no. 2 after Switzerland). What will it take to sustain this leading 
role and how is the Swedish Government supporting this process?

The EU-Thailand foreign trade 
agreement negotiations have 
been re-established recently. 
Is there any level of Swedish 
Government involvement in 
these negotiations? 

Services are growing as a 
share of foreign trade. How 
will the Swedish Government 
support export of Swedish 
services to Thailand?

What high-level Swedish visits 
to Thailand are planned for the 
rest of 2024, if any, and for what 
purpose?

The Swedish defence and security industry is world-leading, thanks 
in large part to continuously investing in R&D, driven by innovation. 
The competition is extremely tough, and we have had earlier 
success with Singapore and Thailand during the 2000s. How will 
you, as Minister for Foreign Trade, support continuous export and 
technology transfer of Swedish systems and products to Thailand 
and ASEAN? 

For several years, Thailand has invested in what 
is called Thailand 4.0 and becoming a regional 
hub for Southeast Asia in the areas of innovation, 
connectivity, advanced manufacturing, aviation, 
trading and logistics. What is the Minister’s view on 
how Sweden can contribute to these areas?

Terms and conditions for foreign 
investments vary in Southeast 
Asian countries. SweCham, 
together with the Joint Foreign 
Chambers of Commerce in 
Thailand, is actively working 
on advocacy issues to level 
the playing field through fewer 
regulations and free market 
access. What is the Minister’s view 
on how the Swedish Government 
can support these efforts?

Innovation, quality and free trade in sharp competition are key 
factors for Swedish export success. How will you promote Swedish 
businesses in Thailand this year?

Sweden is a staunch supporter of free, 
sustainable and rules-based trade. We 
would warmly welcome a free trade 
agreement with Thailand, as such an 
agreement would benefit both sides 
and further strengthen our ties. We are 
both involved in, and supportive of, the 
resumed negotiations. The Council 
of the European Union – consisting 
of all Member States – has approved 
the negotiation mandates, and the 
European Commission is conducting 
the negotiations. Throughout the 
negotiation process, the Commission 
consults with Member States, including 
Sweden, to ensure that our interests 
are considered. Experts from Member 
States will also actively participate in 
reviewing progress.

The Swedish Government strives 
to support trade in services through 
various channels and initiatives. 
Both exports and imports of services 
constitute important parts of overall 
trade relations and a modern-day 
economy. 

Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs Jan 
Knutsson recently visited Bangkok, and 
ministerial bilateral meetings were held in 
the margin of international summits. We 
are currently in the process of planning 
additional visits and warmly welcome 
incoming ones from Thailand.

The Gripen air fighter, as well as other 
Swedish defence materiel, has contributed 
very sophisticated high-tech to Thailand. 
We would like to further deepen our 
defence cooperation, including on 
innovation for the broader benefit of 

We commend Thailand’s commitment to implementing measures 
to elevate the country to a classification as high-income. Sweden 
has a lot to offer to support Thailand’s ambitious vision. Whether 
it’s in the areas of aviation, logistics, future mobility or digital 
economy, we should be seen as a valuable and trusted partner in 
helping Thailand achieve its value-based and innovation-driven 
economy.

We appreciate SweCham’s advocacy role 
for levelling the playing field for Swedish 
companies in Thailand. The Swedish 
Government and the EU are working 
towards minimising trade and investment 
barriers through negotiations. A free trade 
agreement between the EU and Thailand 
is expected to have several positive effects 
on facilitating the investment flows from the 
EU to Thailand.

My Government, through the Embassy of 
Sweden in Bangkok as well as Business 
Sweden, is working to facilitate trade, 
encourage exports and imports, and 
strengthen Sweden’s economic presence 
in Thailand through a number of activities 
and initiatives. Some examples are 
bilateral discussions, engaging with the 
Thai government and Thai industry in 

Innovation has always been at the heart 
of Swedish policy. Our commitment to 
research and development (R&D) is 
among the highest globally, with over 
3.4% of our GDP dedicated to fostering 
new ideas and breakthroughs. We believe 
that true innovation lies in translating 
knowledge into tangible products. Our 
collaborative efforts bridge academia, 
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industry and research centres, ensuring 
that ideas don’t remain theoretical but 
become practical solutions. Our focus 
is on addressing real-world challenges 
– whether it’s sustainable energy, 
healthcare or digital transformation. 
The Swedish Government actively 
champions innovation through agencies 
like the Swedish Innovation Agency 

Thailand is currently ranked in 37th place among Sweden’s export 
destination countries, as of 2023. What is the Minister’s view on how 
trade between Thailand and Sweden can increase for the benefit 
of both countries? 
Sweden and Thailand’s longstanding trade relationship can be traced back to the 1868 
Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation between then Siam and Sweden. This 
historical bond is truly something to cherish. Looking ahead, Sweden’s new strategy for trade, 
investment and global competitiveness also aims to enhance partnerships and cooperation 
with countries in the Asia-Pacific region, including Thailand. I would like to see much more 
trade and investment flows between our countries, as well as stronger ties and cooperation 
on research and innovation. I also hope that Thailand and Thai companies will see Sweden 
and the Swedish industry as priority partners for green and digital transition.

INTERVIEW WITH
SWEDEN’S MINISTER 
FOR INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT
COOPERATION AND
FOREIGN TRADE,

JOHAN FORSSELL

The new Government in Thailand is actively promoting itself 
for foreign investments. Are there any Swedish initiatives to 
facilitate these opportunities for Swedish companies?
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competitiveness. The Government 
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companies in their global expansion by 
creating favourable conditions, promoting 
investment opportunities and fostering 
international partnerships. This serves 
as a framework to facilitate investment, 
protect investors and promote economic 
cooperation between Sweden and its 

(Vinnova), which administers state 
funding for needs-driven research, 
creating an environment conducive to 
groundbreaking ideas. This, paired with 
Swedish companies longstanding and 
widespread mindset to invest heavily in 
R&D themselves to ensure continuous 
development and global competitiveness, 
is a key factor. 

various sectors to promote deepened 
cooperation, arranging seminars and 
being present at trade fairs to showcase 
Sweden’s added value. We also highly 
value the role of the Thai-Swedish 
Chamber of Commerce in the Swedish 
business community in Thailand to 
enhance commercial relations between 
our two countries.
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among the global growth markets where 
we see great potential for more trade and 
investments. And yes, there seems to be a 
growing interest from Swedish industry to 
invest in Thailand. Both the Embassy and 
Business Sweden report a clear increase 
in the number of requests for information 
and support when exploring possibilities to 
establish operations in Thailand. 

World-class education is a key factor for development and a 
cornerstone for any country to excel in innovation. What is the 
Minister’s view on how Sweden can support the new generation 
of Thais in innovation? How could the Swedish Government 
attract more Thais to industrial university programmes in 
Sweden? (For example, the Royal Institute of Technology has 
accepted 11 Thai students for the 2024/25 academic year.)

Sweden places great emphasis on education. Our education system produces 
innovators, skilled professionals, researchers and entrepreneurs. We hope that more 
and more Thai students choose Sweden as a studying destination and have noted 
our emphasis on critical thinking and sustainability across the board. We promote 
‘Study in Sweden’ opportunities for foreign students through various channels, 
such as participating in education fairs, engaging with perspective students and 
encouraging collaboration between universities in both countries, to name a few. 
Thai students’ interest in studying in Sweden is increasing, and it is great to see that 
the active alumni network here in Thailand has almost 500 members. 

Thailand. Our recent defence innovation 
initiative will create new opportunities. 
As security in the Indo-Pacific and Euro-
Atlantic areas is increasingly linked, we 
believe it is important to deepen ties with 
partners and friends.
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With the Gripen C and Gripen E multi-role fighters Saab has the most modern line-up of 
advanced combat aircraft anywhere in the world. Gripens are in service across four continents 
and serve proudly with the Royal Thai Air Force to deliver safety and security through 
independent airpower for Thailand.


