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This Diwadli, let’'s spread the light of
hope and positivity May we all shine
brighter together!

OUR PRODUCT RANGES
LAMINATE | PLYWOOD | BLOCK BOARD | DOORS | SHUTTERING PLY | PLASTIC PLY | FLEXI PLY | HARDWARE
CORPORATE & REGISTERED OFFICE
@102/57, shiva ji Marg, Lucknow-226018 U.P. (INDIA)
®+91 95591 39000 & www.tajpuria.co.in






l/‘i/ﬁl;ng you a Diwali filled with joy, prosperity, and

the warmth of loved ones. May the festival of lights

illuminate your life with happiness and bring you
peace and success in the coming year.

Let’s celebrate the triumph of light over
darkness and good over evil.
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Eco-Friendly Elegance, Unmatched Performance

C-599, SARASWATI VIHAR, PITAMPURA, NEW DELHI -110034
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VIRGO CROMA Coray

LAMINATES DECORATIVE LAMINATES

VIRGO Aluminum VIRGO Al VIRGO VIRGO
VIRGO Uy VIRGO Syncro  VIRGO Spotless VIRGO Metal

www.virgolam.com | O / virgolaminates
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@ CORP. OFFICE : C-94, Wazipur Industrial Areq, Ring Road, Delhi-110052.
FACTORY ADDRESS : Vidya Raj Chowk, Vill. Bagru, Sonipat, Haryana.




Happy

This Diwali, may the moments of
darkness be replaced by the illuminating
sparkles of joy and cheer!

© info@vidyalam.in
www.vidyalam.in
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STAR LAMINATES INDIA PVT. LTD.

(AN ISO 9001 & 14001 CERTIFIED CO.)

Yamuna Nagar, Haryana, India.
Contact: +91 98963 00553, 70567 00038
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Surety of Beﬂmfy

OTHER PRODUCT RANGE

LAMINATES 1MM | LAMINATES 0.8MM | LINER GRAD | DOOR SKIN




OMA[PLY

solid. versatile. powerful !

A perfect setting
for everyday stories!

Croma Ply from the House of Virgo brings to you
designs and patterns accompanied by strength
and durability that not only ensures endurance,
but lasting impressions for your surroundings.

PLYWOOD || BLOCK BOARD | DOORS
MARINE PLYWOOD | FILM FACE SHUTTERING PLYWOQOD

Salient Features
4 SIDE PERFECT THICKNESS ® ZERO GAP o BEND FREE ® BORER FREE ® TERMITE FREE

VIRGO PANEL PRODUCTS

Village Daulowal, Dasuya Road, Distt. Hoshiarpur, Punjab 146001
For Trade Enquires : Call : Navdeep Tiwari 91 98780 55512, 98149 78666
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VENEER | LAMINATE | PLYWOOD

INSPIR

EVERY INCH

ELEVATE YOUR
AESTHETIC WITH OUR TRENDSETTING

LAMINATES.

Address : website : www.dayalaminates.com
123, Guldhar, Meerut Rd,Near Axon Honda Car Showroom, Customer Service: +919347004700
Guldhar, Ghaziabad,Uttar Pradesh 201003 E-mail : info@dayalaminates.com
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TUVIO INTERNATIONAL INC.

For Trade Inquiries :
Mobile : +91 98101 92854, +91 96541 55508

@: ww.tuvio.in : info@tuvio.in

c € | W | ISO 9001: 2015 | ISO14001:2015 | ISO45001:2018
—— (Quality Maragement System) (Environmental Management System) (Occupational Health and Safety Management Syste
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SURPRISE YOUR SPACE WITH
A FASCINATING COLLECTION.

INTRODUCING
LUXURIOUSLY PREMIUM RANGE

CRYSTAL.
ONE

IV ASAHD

Product
Range

1.00mm

=
m
-
o
2
%

0.8mm

Door Skin
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LAUNCHING IN YOUR CITY SOON

Saffron Decoratives Pvt. Ltd.
www.safelam.in
connect@safelammica.com
Tel.: +91 11 45139906, 451339907, 45139908




—— LAMINATED
LAMlN ATED ; PARTICLE BOARDS
PLYWOOD

PRELAMINATED —

BAGASSE BOARDS

FLUSH
DOORS

PRELAMINATED
MDF BOARDS

PLYWOOD

SHUTTERING
BLOCK PLYWOOD

BOARDS

Salient Features :
4 SIDE PERFECT THICKMESS ® ZERO GAP ® BEND FREE ® BORER FREE ® TERMITE FREE
For Trade Inguiry : ¢*+91 987 805 5512 ¢™+91 981 497 B666 = wintekprelam@gmail.com & www.wintekprelams.com
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DECORATIVE LAMINATES

DISCOVER THE ULTIMATE RANGE

OF DECORATIVE LAMINATES

STYLE, DURABILITY, AND ELEGANCE
REDEFINED FOR EVERY SPACE!

BHARAT DECORATIVE Follow us on

Simbal Road, Tohana. @

Contact +91 82952 24441 | +91 99918 45080 glolaminates
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& One of the
g Latest Decorative

Laminates Collection i India

CATALOGUE RANGE

> Wood & Weave - Liner Laminates

»> Kiyalam Decor Stellar - 0.8mm Laminates
»> kiya Eternity Collection - Imm Laminates
»> Colour-one - Imm Plain Colour Laminates
» Marbella Marble - Imm Marble Laminates
> Vero Legna - Veneer Laminates

> Kiyalam - Edge Band Solutions

> Lamiex Exterior - HPL

» RC-Lam Lamiante - 0.72 Texture Laminates

> K2 Kiya Kolor - 0.9mm Solid Color Laminates
> Metox - [.>omm Metal Laminates

» Kiyalam - Acrylic Laminates

» Kiyalam Louver - WPC & PS Panels

> Kiyalam PCV - 3mm Sheets

» Super Hylam - Compact & Industrial Laminates
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Driven by Quality
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A Product of : Super Hylam (P) Limited

LAM

Laminates

Super Hylam Private Limited.

18/3 Prahladpur (Banger), New Delhi - 110042
Mobile : +91 97187 97188
Website : www.superhylam.com | E-mail : superhylam@yahoo.co.in




VENUS'

PLY & BOARD

VENUSCLTW) LIFETIME WARRANTY PLY

WWW.VENUSPLYWOOD.COM




TREND

LAMINATES | PLY | PVC

TREXD

LAMINATES | PLY | PVC

Edge Banding Tape | Acrylic High Gloss Laminates | Korean Charcoal Panels
PVC Flex High Gloss Laminates | WPC & PVC Boards | High Definition Digital Laminates
Weiya Stone (Alabaster Sheets) | Decorative Laminates
Plywood & Flush Doors | Canvas Panels | PVC Fabric Premium Laminates

Email: info@trendpvc.com -
Customer Care no.: @ f

+91-11 40396922
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Tajpuriais committed to delivering quality products with lasting value
and reliability. Our latest range reflects this dedication, reinforcing our
legacy of excellence and value for money. Guided by the One Nation,
One Policy philosophy, we remain a trusted name ininnovation.

-Directors’ Desk
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LAMINATE | PLYWOOD | BLOCK BOARD | DOORS | SHUTTERING PLY
PLASTIC PLY | FLEXI PLY | HARDWARE

CORPORATE & REGISTERED OFFICE
@ 102/57, Shiva ji Marg, Lucknow-226018 U.P. (INDIA)
O +91 95591 39000 & www.tajpuria.co.in



PLYWOOD

MANUFACTURING
PRACTICES IN INDIA

PLYWOOD MANUFACTURING
PRACTICES IN INDIA

DR. S. K. NATH

Published By : PLY GAZETTE
Year of Publication : 2" Edition, December 2023.

Company's Bank Details Price :

A/c Holder's Name : PLY GAZETTE In India : Rs. 1200.00 (Twelve Hundred Only)
Bank Name : ICICI BANK Outside India : US $ 30.00

A/c No. : 025005001869

IFS Code : ICIC0000250
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PLYWOOD INDUSTRIES
-————

manufacturer of :

BWR & COMMERCIAL
* PLYWOOD «BLOCK BOARD
* FLUSH DOOR

Spec. in:

DENSIFIED SHUTTRING PLY

Fac. : Urkura Road, B/h - Radio Station Rawabhata - Raipur
Shree Sachdev : +91 93000 08080



Century Plyboards to Boost
Plywood Production

Capacity by 30%

Century Plyboards (India) plans to
increase its plywood production capacity by
approximately 30% over the next 12 to 15
months, backed by a capital investment of
around R140 crore. The expansion will include
both greenfield and brownfield projects, with
the establishment of a new facility planned in
either Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Odisha,or Andhra
Pradesh.

Keshav Bhajanka, Executive Director of
Century Plyboards, shared that the company is
currently focused on developing a new facility,
which will involve an investment of roughly
R100 crore. The final decision on the location
willdepend oncommercial viability.Inaddition
to the new facility, Century Plyboards is
implementing brownfield expansions at its
existing sites by incorporating balancing
equipmentandupgradingmachinery.

Currently, Century Plyboards has a
plywood production capacity of 339,600 cubic
metres per annum, with a utilisation rate of
around 75% in the first quarter of this fiscal year.
The plywood market in India is estimated to be
around R27,500 crore, with organised players
holding about 30% of this market. Century
Plyboards commands an 8% share of the overall
plywood market and approximately 25-30% of
theorganised segment.

26 | OCTOBER 2024 PLY GAZETTE

The organised plywood market is
experiencing annual growth in the high single
digits, and the company anticipates that the
industry will double in size within the next six
to seven years. K. Bhajanka stated, "Our
objective is to grow faster than the industry,
targeting more than 10% growth, which will
inevitablyincreaseourmarketshare."

In response to rising input costs, the
company has raised plywood prices twice this
fiscal year, each by about 2% in the first and
second quarters, and increased laminate prices
by3%inthesecond quarter. He noted that while
raw materials predominantly came from
domestic agroforests in the past, supply has
recently fallen short of demand, leading to price
hikes. As a result, importing core veneer from
countries like Vietnam and Brazil has become
moreviable.

In the R8,000 crore laminates market,
Century Plyboards holds an 8% market share.
Last fiscal year, the laminate segment
contributed approximately 17% to the
company'stotal revenue, with exports reaching
around R150 crore. Keshav Bhajanka expects to
double laminate exports to R300 crore within
thenextthreeyears.
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Works : Village Mukarabpur, Email : haryanawood@woodstock.co.in
Chhachhrauli Road, Jagadhri - 135 001 Web. : www.woodstock.co.in

MIRROR FINISH SHUTTERING PLYWOOD
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MIRROR
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100%
WATER
PROOF

MAXIMUM
REPETITION
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HARYANA WOOD PRODUCTS ‘ Scan here for more information

Distt. Yamuna Nagar (Haryana)

TFn 99928-99963 TE:



Yamuna Nagar Laminate
Manufacturers Association
Announces Price Hike Due to
Rising Raw Material Costs

The Yamuna Nagar Laminate
Manufacturers Association (YLMA) has
announced an increase in laminate prices,
effective from 25th September 2024, due to a
significantand continuousriseinthecostofraw
materials. This decision comes as
manufacturers face escalating production
costs, making it necessary to adjust pricing to
ensurethesustainability of theiroperations.

In the official notice, YLMA outlined the
price adjustments for laminates of various

thicknesses:

0.62 mm laminates will be a price
increaseof R15perunit.

0.72 mm laminates will now cost R20

<> | Bhutan tuff

| #aAbTuffKaHaiZamana

CHOOSE THE RIGHT MATERIAL
FOR YOUR HOME,

CHOOSE BHUTAN TUFF
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more perunit.

0.82 mm laminates will experience an
increaseof R30 perunit.

0.92 mm laminates will be priced R40
higherperunit.

The association has clarified that these
revised rates are the result of continuous
upward pressure on raw material costs over the
last month, leaving laminate manufacturers
with little choice but to pass on some of the
burdentoconsumers. Additionally,it was noted
that GST (Goods and Services Tax) will be
chargedextraontopoftherevised prices.

This price hike will affect all laminate

Bhutantuff_ SH0




dispatchesfrom25th September2024 onward.

ImpactontheIndustry

Theriseinlaminate pricesisexpectedto
have a ripple effect across the plywood and
furniture industries, where laminates play a
crucial role. Laminate manufacturers in
Yamuna Nagar, a major hub for the wood and
plywoodindustryinIndia, are feeling the brunt
of inflation in raw material costs, particularly
chemicals, resins, and wood-based products.
These materials form the backbone of laminate
production, and their price volatility directly
impactsthecoststructureformanufacturers.

For distributors and retailers, the
increase will likely translate into higher prices
for end consumers, potentially affecting
demand in the short term. However, given the
criticalrole laminates play in modern furniture,
interiors, and construction, the overall demand
is expected to remain steady, even as prices
adjust.

Challengesfor Manufacturers

Manufacturers across the sector have
been grappling with rising costs for some time,
and this latest hike in laminate prices
underscoresthebroader challenge of managing
supply chain disruptions and fluctuating costs
of raw materials. As global economic
uncertainties and supply chain constraints
continue to persist, businesses are forced to
reevaluate pricing strategies to stay
competitive while maintaining quality

standards.

The YLMA's decision to raise prices is a
reflection of the broader challenges facing the
industry, with rising raw material prices now a
widespread concern. Manufacturersin Yamuna
Nagar, one of India's most prominent hubs for
laminate production, are striving to maintain
their competitiveness while ensuring
profitability.

MovingForward

With the price hike now in effect,
businesses and consumers should anticipate a
rise in costs for laminated products, ranging
from plywood to furniture and other wood-
based items. As raw material costs fluctuate, it
remains tobe seen how long these higher prices
will remain in place or whether further
adjustmentswillbenecessary.

For manufacturers, the priority will be
on stabilising operations and absorbing any
additional cost increases, while for buyers,
budgeting for the increased prices will be
crucialinthemonthsahead.

While the price hike is an unavoidable
outcome of rising raw material costs, it
underscores the ongoing challenges faced by
laminate manufacturers. The Yamuna Nagar
Laminate Manufacturers Association will
continue to monitor market conditions, but for
now, businesses and consumers alike will need
toadapttothenew pricestructure.
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All India MDF Manufacturers

Association announces 6% price
increase effective 10th October

In a recent meeting attended by
prominent MDF manufacturers fromacrossthe
country, the AIMMA has collectively agreed to
raise the price of MDF by 6%, effective from 10th
October.

The meeting included key industry
figures such as Amit Goel of Crosta Panels, Rajiv
Daga of Archid Panel, Ajay Garg of E3 Group,
Vineet Singla of Archit Nuwood, Sekhar Chand
Sati of Infra Market, Lalit Gupta of Pioneer
Panels, Aman Garg of Metro Group, Harsh and
Praveen from Trinox Laminate, Rishabh Gupta
of Prominent Fibres, Aditya Garg of Adlerwud,
Abhinav Gupta of Signature Panel, and Mr.
Ujjwal Bansal of Birmi Group.

The price hike is a response to the
ongoingshortageoftimber,whichhasdrivenup
manufacturing costs for MDEFE. The
manufacturers expressed hope that other
industry players would follow this decision to
offset the rising costs of production in such
challengingconditions.

Additionally, concerns regarding
payment terms and a list of defaulting parties
were discussed. The newly formed office
bearers of the AIMMA will take further action
on these matters in consultation with its
members.

The price hike is a response to the ongoing
shortage of timber

<35 | Bhutan tuff
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An IS0 9001:2000 Company
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Rising Kraft Paper Prices Boost
Liner Laminate Costs

The rising prices of B-grade
Kraft paperare significantlyimpacting
the cost of liner-grade laminate. Over
the past month, the cost of liner
laminateona0.72 mmbasis hassurged b
from Rs. 15 to Rs. 20 per sheet. Kraft

paper manufacturers attribute this

[
g

increase to higher raw material costs,
which have forced them to raise prices.
Reports indicate that B-grade Kraft
paper prices have climbed by up to 25%
within a month, currently hovering
around Rs.34 perkg, with further hikes
expectedinthecomingweeks.
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Ist COMPOSER INSTALLED IN 2006 & STILL SATISFACTORILY WORKING

Yet another innovative product from KALYAN

FINGER JOINT L TYPE PANEL COMPOSER

FULLY AUTOMATIC CORE COMPOSER
(Machine Made in Single Frame )

SHORT VENEER CORE/

GLUE SPREADER 8 71G ZAG SPLICER FALI COMPOSER

Jagadhri Road, Yamuna Nagar - 135 001 (Haryana) INDIA
M__ Tel.: +91 - (1732)-223694, 260682, Fax : + 91-(1732) 260203
Erite ot L E-mail: info@kalyanindustries.com, Website: www.kalyanindustries.in
v
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1 MM EKO 10
COLLECTIONS
I RANGE 0.82 Range

Ristal

LAMINATES | PLYWOOD
Fulfill your creations

~ >

CONTASE 1800 31300 2020 info@ristallam.com ‘ 0

©7572069000 www.ristallam.com
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Fulfill your creations

AN SO 9001: 2015 Certified Company
An IS0 14001: 2015 Certified Company
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RISTALINDUSTRIESPVT.LTD.
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ROYAL DECORS
‘Surface Decor idees:

ROYAL DECORS

Surface Decor ldeas

“Happy Diwali! May this festival bring
happiness, growth, and prosperity
to you and your business.”

DECOR PAPERS FOR LAMINATE
AND PRELAM INDUSTRIES

For Any Queries Contact :
+91 92108 22222
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WPC DOOR

-
# | SECUREYOUR HOME WITH —_— -
; THE ROBUSTMESS OF OUR
WPC DOORS -
FLUSH DOOR CLADDING
SIMPLIFY YOUR SPACE ; ;
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Decisive meeting of Laminate
Materials Suppliers Association

(LMSA)

On 18th September, 2024, members of
the Laminate Raw Materials Suppliers
Association (LMSA) convened at Akashdeep
Papers Pvt. Ltd. to address crucial issues
affecting the financial health and operational
integrity of the association's members. The
meeting focused on two main agenda items:
addressing outstanding dues from buyers and
discussing new policies related to business
transactions involving companies undergoing
ownershipchanges.

KeyDiscussionPoints

Long-standing DuesfromBuyers

A significant portion of the meeting was
dedicated to discussing the issue of
outstanding dues from buyers. Members
reported instances where businesses had been

<= | Bhutan tuff
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sold to new owners without settling their debts
with LMSA member suppliers. For example,
Indolam transitioned to S R Laminates, Trikalp
became Morris, Aggarwal Laminates was
converted to Rudraksh Traders, and R. Singh
Laminates is now known as P Sunil Gandhi.
These casesillustrateaconcerning trend where
avoiding their financial
responsibilities, leaving suppliers to manage
theburdenofunpaiddebts.

sellers are

ImpactonSupplier Cash Flow

The negative repercussions of unpaid
dues were underscored, particularly regarding
cash flow and overall business viability.
Suppliers expressed their frustration over the
financial strain caused by these debts,
highlighting the urgent need for a robust policy
toprotecttheinterestsof LMSA members.

Avolution Plywood
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Venus Laminates

VENUS LAMINATES PVT. LTD.

Manufacturers of :

eeeeeee

V-TEK Hi-Tech Solid

GOLD

Product Specialised in :

Film Face Shuttering Plywood
Chequered Plywood, Block Board, Flush Door

Village Rohjri, Post Office Jallowal, Near PSPCL Sub Station Pathankot Road, Jalandhar (Punjab)
Mobile : +91 90234 45566 | +91 99154 45566

E-mail : Venuslaminates@hotmaﬂ.com, Venuslaminates@gmail.com



Decisions Taken

PolicyonBuyerswithOutstandingDues
Afterextensivediscussion,the members
reached a unanimous decision to implement a
new policy aimed at safeguarding financial
interests within the association. Under this
policy, if a buyer has unpaid dues to any LMSA
member and subsequently sells their company,
no LMSA member will supply materials to that
buyer or the new owners until the outstanding
dues are settled. This decision reflects a
commitment to maintaining the financial
integrity of LMSA and ensuring that members
arenot unduly exposed torisk from buyers with
poorpaymenthistories.

The members recognised that enforcing
this policy is essential for fostering a
responsible business environment and
maintainingtrustamongsuppliers.
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ClosingRemarks

The meeting concluded with the
President of LMSA emphasising the
importance of unity and cooperation among
members in upholding the newly established
policy. By standing together, the association
can better protect its members' interests and
encourage responsible business practices
within the industry. The date for the next
meeting willbe communicatedinduecourse, as
LMSA continues its efforts to address the
challenges facing its members and strengthen
theassociation’soperational framework.

The meeting marked a significant step
towards securing the financial health of LMSA
members. By implementing policies that hold

buyers accountable for their financial
obligations, the association aims to foster a
sustainable and resilient environment for all
stakeholders involved in the laminate raw
materialsindustry.
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Improved situation in
Chhattisgarh plywood sector

Chhattisgarh is home to approximately
50-52 plywood factories, with major
concentrations in Raipur (40 units),
Rajnandgaon (4-5 units), Bilaspur (2-3 units),
Bhilai (2 units), and Durg (1 unit). Additionally,
5-6 factories specialise in producing core
veneer, a crucial material for plywood
manufacturing.

Raipur, has 20-25 factories equipped
with peeling machines also primarily using
Eucalyptus wood for core veneer production.
Peeling units have also been established in
Rajnandgaon, Bhilai, Bilaspur, Durg, and
Korba. However, due to limited local raw
material availability, factories procure core
veneer fromKeralaand Uttar Pradeshalso.

Despite the increased demand, the
region faces a shortage of wood, particularly for
Eucalyptus. To address this, farmers are being
encouraged to expand Eucalyptus plantations,
with a focus on cultivating the Neelgiri species,

a hybrid Eucalyptus variety that matures
within S years. Neelgiri is mainly found in
Odisha and the Chhattisgarh-Odisha border
and has become a popular choice in both the
paperand plywoodindustries.

Eucalyptus trees, once primarily used in
the paper industry, have now found significant
use in the ply industry. This shift has been a
major factor in the price increase of wood in the
Odisha and Chhattisgarhregions. Over the past
two years, wood prices have risen considerably.
However, a positive outcome of this change is
that farmers are reaping the benefits, and they
arepleasedwiththedevelopment.

Earlier, there was no provision for
granting a licence to set up a peeling unit here,
but persistent efforts by ply industry
manufacturers to raise their concerns with the
government led to progress. Initially,
manufacturers were given licences for SAW
Mill, which were later surrendered in exchange

+9180877 16999

MALPANI WOOD IND. (P) LTD.

NEELKAMAL

Manufacturer's of :
Decorative Teak Plywood | Calibrated Plywood | BWR | MR PLYWOOD

A-8/3 MIDC., Kalmeshwar, Dist. - Nagpur (Maharashtra)
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forlicencestooperate peelingmachines.

Theinstallation of peelingmachines has
reduced the need for Chhattisgarh ply
manufacturerstoimportcoreveneer fromother
states, mainly Kerala and Uttar Pradesh,
therebyimprovingcostcompetitiveness. These
peeling units, established over the last two
years, have allowed local manufacturers to
compete with other regions, particularly in
termsofproductioncosts.

Shuttering ply production has seen a
significant rise, with many factories now
focusingexclusivelyonthisproduct.

In addition to expanding production
capacities, many factories have invested in
dryer units and peeling machines to enhance
product quality, a key focus for local
manufacturers. This shift towards higher
quality standards is seen as a positive
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development for the Chhattisgarh plywood
market.

Due to the need for dryers in
manufacturing of shattering ply, many
manufacturers have expanded their dryer units
also.

The main manufacturers of shuttering
ply include Matadi Plyboard, Aastha Timber,
Prestige Ply Industries, Bhagat Wood Products,
Sunny T Chest Industries, Krishna Wood and
Metal, Kothari Panels, Sawariya Plywood
Industries (Bilaspur), Gujarat Timber
Industries Pvt. Ltd. Ashok Jindal Plywood
(Bhilai),amongothers.

Ontalking to many ply manufacturers, it
was told that now the Chhattisgarh plywood
units are focusing on quality along with
expanding their production. This is indeed,
goodnewsforthemarket.

Bhutantufi_
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India State of Forest Report
Delayed by a Year: Concerns
Over Forest Data Integrity

Thedelayintherelease of the India State
of ForestReport (ISFR) hasraised concernsover
theaccuracy of forestdata. Many speculate that
the delay is due to significant reductions in
forest cover, particularly in unclassified forests
governed by the 1996 TN Godavarman
judgement. There are also fears that inflated
forest cover figures may be hiding the true
extentofdeforestation.

The ISFR, usually released every two
years by the Forest Survey of India (FSI) under
the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEFCC), has now been
delayed by over a year. Forestry officials, both
current and retired, have voiced their concerns
aboutthisunprecedented delay. Down To Earth
(DTE)filed aRighttoInformation (RTI) request
on August 23rd, 2024, to understand the
reasonsbehindthisdelaybuthasyettoreceivea
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response. The last time the government missed
theISFR publicationdeadlinewasin2007.

One senior official suggested that the
delay might be due to a significant reduction in
forest cover, which the government may be
reluctant to disclose. The last ISFR report,
published in 2021, recorded India's total forest
cover as 713,789 square kilometres, or 21.71% of
the country's land area, reflecting a marginal
increase of 1,540 square kilometres since 2019.
However, India's National Forest Policy sets a
target of 33.3% forest cover in plains and 66.6%
inhillyareastoensureecological stability.

Several officials have also raised
concerns over inconsistencies in forest data
classification, especially in light of the 2023
amendments to the Forest (Conservation) Act,
now called the Van (Sanrakshan Evam
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Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 2023. The
amendments exclude unrecorded and deemed
forests from government records, which
activists argue could lead to these forests being
divertedfordevelopment projects.

In response, the Supreme Court ordered
the government to publish State Expert
Committee (SEC) reports online in February
2024. These reports are crucial for identifying
and listing forests as per the 1996 TN
Godavarman ruling, which defines forests by
their dictionary meaning, irrespective of
ownership. Despite the government's claims of
increasing forest cover, Global Forest Watch
(GFW) reported that India lost around 23,300
square kilometres of tree cover between 2001
and 2023, with 95% of deforestation occurring
innaturalforestsbetween2013and 2023.

On 8th August 2024, MOEFCC Minister
Bhupender Yadavinformed the Parliament that
India had lost 173,396 hectares (1,733 square
kilometres) of forest to development projects.
He also claimed that compensatory
afforestation efforts had restored 21,761 square
kilometres of forest area between 2013 and
2023. However, officials that
discrepancies in the data may expose the
government to public scrutiny, especially with
the recent release of SEC reports, which reveal
that many forests remain unidentified despite
Supreme Court orders, such as the 2011 Lafarge
ruling.

believe

Prakriti Srivastava, a retired Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests (PCCF) from
Kerala and a petitioner challenging the Forest
(Conservation) Amendment Act, criticised the
FSI's reliance on automated algorithms that
record green cover but fail to distinguish
between forests, tree plantations, and orchards,
leadingtoinflated statistics.

State-level analyses from ISFR reports
between 1999 and 2021 also reveal
discrepancies, particularly with unclassified
forests. For instance, in Odisha, unclassified
forests jumped from 17 square kilometres in
19991t016,282 square kilometresin 2015, only to
plummet to 22 square kilometres in 2017 with
no explanation. Similar inconsistencies were
found in Goa, Jharkhand, Himachal Pradesh,
and Uttar Pradesh, while West Bengal's
unclassified forest cover remained unchanged
from1995t02021.

These inconsistencies, Srivastava
argued, obscure the real situation of India's
forests, leaving open questions about whether
these areas have been encroached upon,
diverted for development, or transferred to
private ownership. In August 2024, Rajesh S,
Inspector General of Forests at MoEFCC,
assured areporter that there wasnodelayinthe
report's release, though the 2023 deadline had
already passed.
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Patna Factories to Switch to PNG,
Emitting 10 Times Less Toxic Gas

In a significant move to reduce air
pollution, factories in Patna will soon be
connected to PNG (Piped Natural Gas). The
Pollution Control Board has issued an alert
mandating the shift, ensuring that all factories
in Patna industrial areas switch from diesel,
coal,and LPG to PNG. Factories havebeen given
adeadlinetoswitch,and thosefailing tocomply
willfacelegalaction.

The board emphasised that new
factories being established in Patna and the
surroundingdistricts mustalsouse PNG. These
factories will be required to register for PNG
supply, and non-compliance will result in
penalties. The transition is expected to reduce
the emission of toxic gases by ten times
comparedtocoalanddiesel.

ByDecember, thisinitiative will coverall
factories in the Fatuha Industrial Area, and the
use of PNG will be mandatory. The Pollution
Control Board will closely monitor the
registrationand conversionprocess.

SHUBHAM PATEL
+91 94242 01008
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> Face Cutting Jointer
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Hoshiarpur

Industrialists Meet DC to Discuss
Development of Dhogri

Industrial Park

A delegation of industrialists met with
Deputy Commissioner Himanshu Aggarwal to
discuss the development of Dhogri Industrial
Park. Naresh Tiwari, a representative of the
Chamber of Industrial and Commercial
Undertakings, assured the readiness to provide
industrial land for the construction of internal
roadswithinthe park.

Tiwari emphasised that the
development of internal roads and
infrastructure is critical for the park's overall
progress. The industrialists raised concerns
about key infrastructure such as sewers, roads,
and drainage systems, and urged the
administration to expedite the development
process.

Sharad Aggarwal, another industrialist,
highlighted the need for urgent improvements
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in the sewage and road systems. He also
mentioned that issues related to drainage,
especially during the monsoon season, need to
beaddressed.

Shant Gupta stressed the need for
linking drainage with proper outlets to prevent
waterlogging during the rainy season. The
industrialists alsopointed out the growing pace
of the industrial sector and the urgent need for
infrastructuretokeepupwiththisgrowth.

In response, Deputy Commissioner
Himanshu Aggarwal assured the delegation
that the administration is committed to
resolving these issues and working with the
government to speed up the process of
infrastructure development for the industrial
park.




Shivdhan Décor break targets,
with 10 million plus sunmica

annually

Shivdhan Decor
Limited, founded in 2017 by
Navin Patel, stands as a leader
in production capacity in
Central India. A young and
dynamicdirector, Mahek Patel
alsogracesthecompany.

Thanks to its large
production capacity,
Shivdhan Decor has built a

robust sales network,

primarily managed by Deepak
Bhai Patel and Nilesh Bhai
Patel. In a recent meeting,
Navin Bhai Patel shared that
Mahek Patel oversees product
quality, while distribution
responsibilities rest with
Deepak Bhai, Nilesh Bhai and

Pradip Gadkari ensuring
efficientmarketreach.
Shivdhan Decor
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Limited primarily specialises
in producingliner-grade mica,
focusing on fabric, white, off-
white, and wooden designs. In
a conversation, Company
Director Mahek Bhai Patel,
reveals that their products are
made entirely from 100%
phenolic resin, ensuring high
quality.

The key raw material
used for producing Mica
sheets is craft paper, for which
thecompany hasestablished a
separate  entity  called
"Shivdhan Sahyog Paper Pvt.
Ltd." A new unit is being
installed to enhance
production efficiency. Navin
Bhai Patel shared that their
laminate sheet production
capacity reached one crore
sheets per annum , placing
ShivdhanDecoramongthetop
manufacturers in Central
Indiaintermsofoutputsize.

Shivdhan Decor
Limited is located 30 kms.
from Nagpur city in

Maharashtra, in the Vadoda
area along Bhandara Road.
The company’s registered
office is at Plot No. 556, Hiwari
Layout, opposite Poonam
Mall,Nagpur.

The facility houses six
presses of 16 and 20 daylight,
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ensuring consistent
productionwiththesupportof
advanced machinery. A
printing  machine  for
wrapping paper has also been
installed to boost operations.
The company aims to further
increase its production
capacity, thereby
strengthening its sales
networkacrossallstates.




Archit Nuwood soon launching a
New Range of Acrylic Boards
and UV Coating in MDF & HDF

Establishedin2020, Archit Nuwood Ind.
Pvt.Ltd.hasquicklyemergedasaleaderin MDF
(Medium-Density Fibreboard) and HDF (High-
Density Fibreboard) manufacturing. The
company was founded by Prem Chand Singla
near Tohana town in the Fatehabad district of
Haryana.Operatingunder the Archit Group, the
company expanded its production portfolio by
startingSunmicaproductionin2023.

The company is managed by directors
Vinod Kumar Singla and Vinit Kumar Singla.
Speakingabout their productline, Vinod Singla
highlighted MDF, HDF, and Carb as their
primary offerings.

The manufacturing facility is located on
Bhuna Road, approximately 12 kms. from
Tohana. The product thicknesses range from 7
mmto35Smm.

Currently, Archit Nuwood has a
production capacity of about 360 cubic metres
per day. However, plans are underway to scale
thisto1,000 cubic metres per day. The company

has ordered advanced machinery, primarily
imported from Turkey, known for its high-
quality performance.By 2025, there are plansto
significantly expand the production
capabilities.

Inadditionto their existing productline,
the company is soon launching a new range of
acrylic boards and UV-coated products. All
production efforts are being aligned with their
goal of achieving a 1,000 cubic metres daily
output, positioning the company in a higher
league North MDF
manufacturingindustry.

within India's

Eucalyptus wood, known forits superior
quality, is the primary raw material used in the
manufacturingprocess.

All of Archit Nuwood's products are ISI
certified, ensuring high standards of quality.
The registered office is located in Tohana town,
while the corporate officeis based in Motinagar,
Delhi.
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Matadi Plyboard Industries

Focuses on product quality

Matadi Plyboard Industries, Raipur,
established in August 1999 by Anil Ahujais one
of the oldest and most trusted names in the
region. Specialising in shuttering ply, boards,
and flush doors, the company has maintained
itsreputationforquality over nearly 25years.

Today, under Director Pratik Ahuja’s
leadership, the focus on product quality has
intensified, with advanced lab testing
machinery from SC Dey Kolkata supporting
continuous R&D efforts. Pratik has earned
certifications in plywood and blockboard
testing, as well as low-cost and special resin
manufacturing from IPIRTI Bengaluru and
Kolkata.

The factory operates two presses, each
with a 15-daylight capacity, producing high-

quality shuttering ply, commercial plywood,
BWP grade plywood, blockboards, and flush
doors. Their flagship brands, MERLIN and W-
PLY, are registered trademarks and ISI certified
(IS-303andIS-7105BWP).
All  products are moisture-free,
processed using a dryer machine, and the
company has set up a separate peeling unit.
Located 6kms.fromRaipurinBirgaonnearUrla
Industrial Area, the factory’s main product is
densifiedshuttering ply, whichisISIcertified.

Anil Ahuja proudly emphasises the
company's commitment to quality and
innovation, ensuring that their densified
shuttering ply remains a top choice in the

market.
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Upcoming premier events:

Bangladesh Wood International
Expo 2024 and Nepal Wood
International Expo 2025

The global wood and furniture industry
is set to gather at two of the most highly
anticipated exhibitions in South Asia, the
Bangladesh Wood International Expo2024 and
the Nepal Wood International Expo 2025. Both
events will serve as a pivotal platform for
professionals and businesses in the
woodworking, furniture, and associated
industries, promising groundbreaking
innovations, networking opportunities, and
marketexpansion.

Bangladesh is rapidly becoming a
significant hub for the woodworking and
furniture industry. The Bangladesh Wood
International Expo 2024 tobe held from 24th to
26th October 2024 at Expo Zone, ICCB, Dhaka,

Bangladeshisthe premier event that highlights
thisgrowth. Now inits 8th edition, the expo will
showcase the latest advancements in plywood,
laminates, @ woodworking  machinery,
furnishings,tools,rawmaterials,and products.

As an annual exhibition, it is not just a
trade fair but a platform where industry
experts, manufacturers, and suppliers will
come together to discuss trends, innovations,
and emerging technologies. With a focus on
sustainable growthand theadoption of cutting-
edgetoolsandtechnologies, this event will offer
valuableinsights forcompanieslookingtogrow
orsolidifytheirpresenceintheregional market.

The expo will feature exhibitors from
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both local and international markets, and
attendees will get the chance to interact with
some of the biggest namesin theindustry,learn
from experts in the field, and explore new
businesspartnerships.

Following the success of the Bangladesh
Wood Expo, the focus will shift to Nepalin early
2025 with the 10th Nepal Wood International
Expo to be held from 17th to 19th January 2025
at Bhrikuti Mandap Exhibition Hall,
Kathmandu, Nepal. Over the years, Nepal has
experienced substantial growth in the demand
for woodworking technology and furniture
manufacturing, making it a key destination for
industryplayers.

The Nepal Wood Expo will provide an
international platform where key players in the
woodworking industry can exhibit their latest
products and innovations, ranging from
machinery to furniture, laminates, plywood,
and raw materials. In addition to being a
significant trade hub, the expo will serve as a
learning ground for local businesses looking to
expand into global markets or adopt more
efficientand sustainable production methods.

Like the Bangladesh Expo, the Nepal
Wood Expo will bring together international
exhibitors and local businesses, providing
excellent opportunities for networking,
collaboration,and knowledge exchange.It’sthe
ideal event for manufacturers, suppliers, and
buyers looking to tap into the evolving wood
andfurnituremarketsin Nepalandbeyond.

Both expos are essential for businesses
operating within or looking to expand into the
South Asian woodworking and furniture
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markets. Participants will benefit from
numerous opportunities, including networking
with key players from local and international
markets such as manufacturers, suppliers,
distributors, and buyers. Attendees can also
participate in seminars and workshops led by
industry experts, offering insights into current
trends, innovations, and the future of the
woodworking industry. Moreover, the expos
will showcase cutting-edge woodworking
machinery and technologies aimed at
enhancing efficiency, sustainability, and
production quality. Additionally,theevents will
provide a platform to explore new market
opportunities and build partnerships that
foster business growth and expansion in the
highly competitivewoodindustry.

The events are organised by Futurex, in
collaboration with ASK and MediaSpace.
Futurex has a track record of delivering top-
notch exhibitions that foster collaboration,
innovation, and growth in various industries
acrossSouth Asia.

As the woodworking and furniture
industries evolve, events like the Bangladesh
Wood International Expo 2024 and the Nepal
Wood International Expo 2025 offer invaluable
opportunities for businesses to stay ahead of
thecurve.Whetheryouarelookingtoadoptnew
technologies, explore sustainable production
methods, or network with industry leaders,
these expos are not to be missed. Mark your
calendars and join the global woodworking
communityinBangladeshand Nepal!

Moredetails at www.bangladeshwood.comand
www.nepalwood.com.np




Amulya Mica’s Glamorous

Evening Design Innovation
Meets Kolkata’s Elite

Amulya Mica hosted
the Kolkata Interior Designers
Meet on 30th August, 2024, at
LMNOQ Sky Bar, bringing
together over 40 local
designers. Led by Eastern
Zonal Manager Neeraj
Khandelwal, Prasanjeet Dutta,
and Amit Jain, alongside the
Kolkata Sales team, the event
also featured Subir Palit,
Amulya Mica's mentor, and
Vivek Gupta, the Kolkata
distributor.

The highlight of the
evening was the launch of the
new Imperial Laminates
Catalogue, which introduced
the Imperial series, a
collection that blends style,
innovation, and meticulous
craftsmanship. The series,
particularly the
"Synchronised Laminates,"
showcased six wunique
patterns, three from the
Abstract Series and three
Wood Grain designs, suitable
for residential, commercial,
and hospitality spaces. The
designs were praised for their
versatilityandelegance.

The meet also featured
discussions on the AR & IDs
bonding programme, which
received positive feedback.
Many designers expressed

their enthusiasm for
incorporating Amulya Mica's

products into future projects.
The evening concluded with a
gala dinner and a musical
night, leaving attendees
inspired and excited for future
collaborations.
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Duroply Launches 'Roma
Collection’ of Dyed Veneers

Duroply, a leading Indian plywood
manufacturer, has introduced a premium
range of dyed veneers called the Roma
Collection. This new collection is inspired
by the intricate beauty of Italian
architecture, offering a luxurious blend of
elegance and sophistication for modern
homes.

The launch was led by Duro Nature's
Signature Brand, aimed at catering to the
discerning clientele seeking beauty and
elegance in their everyday living spaces.
Akhilesh Chitlangia, the Managing Director
and CEO of Duroply, said the company's
research indicated a demand for premium
and aesthetically exquisite veneersinurban
India. The Roma Collection embodies this

need, combining elegance with
functionality for homes, offices, and
commercial spaces.

This collection enhances the beauty
and aesthetic of any space with its wide
variety of colours and high-quality finishes.
Available in a range of thicknesses, the
veneers come in different types, including
Moisture Resistant (MR) and Boiling Water
Resistant (BWR), offering versatility inboth
interiorand exteriordesigns.

Duroply hopes the Roma Collection
will setanew standard in the Indian market,
delivering high-class design while
maintainingaffordability.

The launch was led by Duro Nature's Signature Brand,
aimed at catering to the discerning clientele seeking beauty and elegance
in their everyday living spaces.
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| OBITUARY |
AK Ahmed

Chairman of AK Group, passes away

AK Ahmed, visionary
founder and chairman of the AK
Group of Institutions, Mangaluru
passed away on Tuesday, 8th
October 2024, morning at a
privatehospitalinthecity. He was
76. Ahmed, affectionately known
for his simplicity, generosity, and
steadfast leadership, leaves
behind a legacy of excellence in
businessand community service.

Born with a passion for
entrepreneurship, Ahmed
established the AK Group, which
hasgrownintoarenownedbrand,
known for its success across
multiple sectors. His strategic
vision and commitment to
quality helped the company
thrive, earning it a stellar

I _IHD

reputation in the industry.
Beyond business, Ahmed was

also deeply committed to social
causes.

Ahmed is survived by his
wife, children, and family, who
carry forward his legacy of hard
workandintegrity.

Expressing his grief,
Naresh Tewari, Chairman of the

AllIndia Plywood Manufacturing
Association, said, “I am sad on
hearing that Ahmed Bhai has
passed away. He was a beacon of
professionalism and passion. Let
us keep alive his spirit and
continue the legacy he has left
behind.”

AK Ahmed will be
remembered not just as a
successful entrepreneur and
philanthropist but as a kind-
hearted leader whose
contributions to business and
society have left an indelible
mark. His passingisagreatlossto
the community, but his legacy
will continue to inspire many. Ply
Gazette pays homage to the noble
soul.

-

The business
community and countless
others mourn the loss of Vijay
Kumar Gupta, a respected
entrepreneur and  the
visionary founder behind
some of the most esteemed
companiesinthe plywood and
wood products industry. V K
Gupta passed away on Sunday,
6th October 2024, at the age of
71, leaving behind a legacy of
hard work, integrity, and
dedication.

Remembering Vijay Kumar Gupta

Vijay Kumar Gupta was
the driving force behind several
successful enterprises, including
Ajay Plywood Industries Pvt.
Ltd., Vijay Plywood Industries.
Known for his humility and
generosity, Vijay Kumar Gupta
was aman who believed in giving
back to the community. His
compassionate nature and
unwavering support for social
causes touched the lives of many,
leaving an indelible mark on
those who had the privilege of

~

e

knowinghim.

Ply Gazette
remembers the benevolent
persona

/
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Commercial Tree Plantations

in Haryana

rameshchanddhiman(@grenlam.com él

Commercial plants/trees are those
which are grown for sale. Produce from most
plants/trees has an overlapping utility in
domestic consumption and commercial sale
moresoinhighly populated countrieslike India
where plant based production systems support
local communities in meeting their biomass
based needs in addition to providing financial
support from sale to procure other articles
required for sustenance and well being. For the
purpose of this paper, commercial trees are
thosewhicharegrownatashortrotationforsale
of their wood. The list includes eucalyptus,
poplar, ardu (maharukh), dek/Burma dek,

Greenlams Industries Ltd.
(Ex-Unit Head Wimco Seedlngs,ITC)
dhimanramesh@yahoo.com

R C Dhiman

kadam and a few others which are being grown
forquitesometimeinthestateandarethe major
contributor to the bulk of wood supplies to the
wood based industry. It also includes some
other trees which are being tried based on their
better performance in other states and may
have a potential to expand in area by creating a
space in wood production. Though some of
traditional trees like sisso, neem, kikar etc, do
have high commercial value for their timber,
theyarerelatively slow growing and considered
ecologically sensitive trees which are harvested
at moderate to long rotations and hence were
notincludedinthecurrentlistdiscussedhere.

wm_

INDUSTRIES

A §
v

SINCE 1952 SERVING THE INDUSTRY WITH
INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY AND ARE STILL EVOLVING

Jagadhri Road, Yamuna Nagar - 135 001 (Haryana) INDIA,
Tel.: +91 - (1732)-223694, 260682, Fax : + 91-(1732) 260203,
E-mail: info@kalyanindustries.com, Website: www.kalyanindustries.in

56 | OCTOBER 2024 PLY GAZETTE




Haryana is a small agrarian state which
hasplayed asignificantrolein greenrevolution.
Currently, the state supplies significant
quantity of food grains to the public
distribution system and is among the major
contributors to the central food pool. The state
is known for growing specific basmati rice
varieties which have high commercial value in
the export market. Other commercial grown
crops are wheat, sugarcane, cotton, oilseeds,
pulses, barley, maize, millet etc. There are also
number of commercial fruit trees grown in the
state which meet overlapping commercial and
domestic nutritional supplement of the people
and also improve the greenery and wood
production. The state forest department (SFD)
has traditionally promoted planting of large
number of commercial trees including fruit
trees both within and outside recorded forest
areas. The management, harvest and sale of
produce from trees grown within the recorded
forest areas are administered by the state
government agencies those include SFD and
stateforest corporation. The trade of produce of
commercial trees grown on farm land is

happening in the open wood market in
consonance with their demand and supply on
regularbasis.

Plantingstock productionfacilities

Planting stock production within the
state directly reflects the species composition
used for making field the plantations. Bulk of
the planting stock for field plantations is
produced within the state though some stock s
procured from outside the state when demand
of certain species increases beyond local
production. At times, it also moves to the
adjoining states when either the local
production is surplus or there is better demand
and price appreciation in those states. Multiple
parties; viz., state forest department,
horticulture department, companies, and
private nurseries grow planting stock in
anticipation of their demand. SFD grow
multiple species belonging to forestry and
horticulture species, horticulture department
grow fruit and medicinal plants/trees, and
private sector grows selected commercially
importanttrees.

u.ft"""

I r"-" M-.w-'

[} l;i""

Figure: One year old Eucalyptus with paddy straw guards coverings against animal damage.
Figure-Poplar based agroforestry, one of ideal tree for tree-crop combination in Agroforestry
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Figure: Poplar an ideal tree for agroforestry-
Integration of tree with wheat and konch
(medicinal plant)

SFD has the largest network of forest
nurseries whichexitinalmostall forest working
units to grow planting stock of forest and fruit
trees for its own requirement and also for some
supply to farmers and others. The state also
maintains 3 high-tech clonal production
facilities at Seonthi, Bithmara and Yamuna
Nagar districts. There was a private clonal
production facility for eucalyptus in Ambala
District a decade back that could function only
for a few years. The planting stock of all the
commercial trees is grown in the SFD nurseries
but their volume especially that of eucalyptus
and poplar is low than market demand. The
production potential of eucalyptus clonal
facilitiesisunderutilized and the stateis able to
produce hardly 10% of state demand from these

chambers. Private nurseries started coming up
around 4 decades back which have now
increased in significant number for producing
planting stock of selected species. Unlike SFD
nurseries, private nurseries are largely single
species based, though some of them trade
plants of other species by procuring from
differentsources.

The data of planting stock production
was retrieved from the official website of SFD
during July 2024 (year of nursery data not
mentioned) which reported 2.058 Crore plants
in its nurseries of 22 forest divisions (retrieved
in July 2024). There are 342 species entries in
the database that include forest, fruit,
ornamental, shrub and herb species. The forest
species in this list includes almost all tree

Boundary plantation of clonal eucalyptus,
an ideal tree crop combination for this species
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Fig.-Tall plants of Bargad grown in 30X45 cm
poly bags. The tree is widely grown in village
common places as shade tree

speciesfoundinthestatei.e., traditional timber
species like sal, chir pine, sissoo, neem, kikkar
etc; commercially important forest trees like
eucalyptus, poplar,dek, arduetc.; fruit trees like
amrood, mango (aam), anar, nimboo, amla etc.;
socially, religiously and culturally important
species, like peepal, bargad, bel, neem, arjun,
etc; medicinal value trees like herd, behra, amla
and large number of ornamental and other
trees. Theinventoryof342specieswasgrouped
in to traditional timber species, commercial
grown trees, horticulture/ fruit plants, and
others categories. 10 leading traditional timber
trees had 73.16 lakh plants with sisoo
dominating with 19.52 Lakh (40.35%), arjun
with 11.06 Lakh (15.12%) and jamun with 10.65
Lakh (14.56%),and others had less than 10 Lakh
planting stock. The rest of the species were
grouped under others category in which the
dominantspecieswere paharipapri(9.711akhs),
amaltas (394 Lakh), gulmohar (3.13 Lakh),
pilkhan 2.47 Lakh, pepal 1.70 Lakh, bargad 1.27
Lakh and miscellaneous as 4.08 Lakh. It also
includes shrub and herb species of which
chandaniwas1.58 Lakh,gulab2.45Lakh,gudhil
2.09 Lakh. Commercially grown forest and
fruits trees are discussed in detail in the

followingpages

Production of planting stock of Commercial
foresttrees

Planting stock of Top 10 commercially
important trees in SFD nurseries is reported to
be 24.12 Lakh plants (Table-1). There has been
some overlapping entry for
melia/bakain/Bruma/Malabar teak and these
were grouped in one head under melias.
Similarly there were 3 entries i.e., safed siris,
kala siris and siris which were grouped under
albizzias. The main species grown are
eucalyptus (11.65 Lakh), poplar (1.46 Lakh),
ardu (0.18 Lakh), melias (2.90 Lakh), casuarina
(0.49 Lakh), simbal (0.30), toona (0.85),
albizzias (5.32Lakh),silveroak (0.54 Lakh),and
kadam (0.42 Lakh). Planting stock of
eucalyptus was reported in 16 divisions with
maximum being in Yamuna Nagar (3.96 Lakh),
Ambala (3.55 Lakh) and Morni-Pinjore (20.7
Lakh) divisions; poplar on the other hand was
reported from only 3 divisions viz., Yamuna
Nagar (0.95 Lakh), Kurukshetra (0.5 Lakh) and
Charkhi Dadri (1000). Albizzias were reported
from all the divisions; melia, kadam and silver
oak from 20; toona from 15; casuarina from 13;
simbal from 11; and ardu from 7 divisions.

Figure: Ardu (maharukh) fast growing native
tree. It was one of the main tree for peeling
before poplar and eucalyptus culture

were established.
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Among other commercially important tree
species, a very small number of plants were
reported for kadam (41905), casuarina (48631),
mahogany (3200), teak (2350), chandan (890),
gamar (40275) etc. Among albizzias, the share
of safed siris was maximum (43.06%), followed
by that of black siris (38.38% and siris (18.56%).

Burmadekas 50.05% in atotal planting stock of
290233 number. 3 divisions Fatehabad (27173
No.), Morni.-Pinjore (19340) and Sirsa (41220)
had more than 10000 plants of dek whereas
Fatehabad (28686), Hisar (21225), Karnal
(14240), Nuh (13685) and Panipat (17290) had
morethan10000 plantsof Burmadek.

Similarly share of dek was 49.94% and that of

Table-1. Planting stock of commercial tree species in SFD nurseries

Division Euca Poplar Ardu Melias Casuarina | Simbal | Toona | Albizzias | Silver oak | Kadam | Total

Ambala 355220 4820 1025 1475 4283 75 | 366898
Bhiwani 9600 7800 1500 1000 68120 5450 93470
C.Dadri 5400 1000 | 6450 8868 1950 470 49115 130 700 74083
Faridabad 200 21866 522 2041 24629
Fatehabad 4444 500 | 55859 7300 | 1100 | 2685 8700 11872 3850 96310
Gurugram 5470 150 26320 500 35 32475
Hisar 21225 14050 500 100 87879 1400 1350 | 126504
Jhajjar 14170 965 5227 1583 493 22438
Jind 30650 3350 | 12450 15| 5900 26814 403 3440 83022
Kaithal 21730 5340 120 3200 2250 2390 35030
Karnal 26830 70 | 22739 4475 | 8596 6845 4250 5098 78903
K.kshetra 57130 | 50000 7800 22950 7820 1880 1377 148957
M.garh 7011 50 | 1300 | 2300 245 4996 1190 17092
M.-Pinjore | 206568 27310 500 | 2726 | 6680 9042 7430 260256
Nuh 12695 4101 66389 520 83705
Palwal 10000 1100 15180 2230 28510
Panipat 14100 20840 4114 | 1000 | 7290 10110 2200 400 60054
Rewari 864 13105 148 5520 19637
Rohtak 10000 9580 4822 4010 1450 730 25 30617
Sirsa 12800 41220 11745 3300 60523 315 5921 135824
Sonipat 4100 2334 2000 | 1376 | 1290 20027 40 140 31307
Y.Nagar 396008 | 95000 8138 7600 | 20228 23620 6289 5110 | 561993
Total 1164780 | 146000 | 18170 | 290233 48631 | 30228 | 85224 | 532122 54421 | 41905 | 2411714
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Figure -1. Percent share of commercial trees in different divisions
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Figure -2. Percent share of individual trees among the commercial trees
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Among the 10 commercial trees,
eucalyptus had maximum share of 48.30%
followed by albizzias 22.06%, dek 12.03%, and
poplar6.05%.

Commercial Fruittrees

Most SFD nurseries grow planting stock
of fruit trees like mango (aam), jamun, guava,
peach, apple, amla, anar, lasoora, ber, grapes,
lemon, mausomi, papita, bel, karonda, imli, and
some others. There were around 18.13 lakhs
plants of fruit species grown in different
nurseries, out of which 5 major fruit trees viz.,
amrood, anar, papita, mango and nimboo had
collectively around 13 Lakhs. Some fruit trees
like dragon fruit, apple etc. had only notional
presenceinselected divisions. While guava and
amlawerereportedinallthe22divisions, papita
in 21 (except Faridabad), nimboo in 20 (except
Sonipat and Faridabad), anar in 21 (except
Morni-Pinjore) and mango in 12 divisions
(except most southern and western divisions),
grapes in 13, and mango in 12 divisions of the
state. Out of a total 18.13 lakh plants, amrood
hadamajorshareof52.33% (9.52 Lakh) followed
by amla 21.19% (3.97 lakh), anar 7.70% (1.40

Figure: Ridge planting in saline soils. White
patches of accumulated salt visible along
the ridges

Lakh),and nimboo 6.11% (1.24 Lakh) among the
major fruit trees. Jind Division had a maximum
of 1.31 Lakh plants followed by 1.16 Lakh in
Karnaland1.12 Lakhin Fatehabad division with
minimum of 7954 plants of fruit trees in
Faridabad.

Figure -3. Percent share of major fruit trees in different divisions.
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Privatenurseries

Private sector is the major contributor to
the supply of planting stock of some
commercially important trees viz., poplar,
eucalyptus and melias. Unlike SFD, private
nurseries are largely single species based,
though some of them trade plants of other
species by procuring from different sources.
Privatenurseriesstarted developinginthestate
when poplar programme promoted by Wimco
was extended here during early 1980's. Initially,
Wimco created poplar nurseries in
Yamunanagar and Karnal districts which
subsequently expanded to a few other districts.
Wimco/Wimco Seedlings was the single major
producer of poplar saplings in the state till 1995
when the company was promoting its poplar
programme under contract farming model. On
termination of the contract farming model in
1995, Its staff and workers associated with
nursery production get separated and started
their own private nurseries leading to gradual
increasein volume over the years. Currently, ex-
Wimcoites are the major producer of poplar
saplings followed by Wimco Seedlings, other
nursery growers, and lastbeing the SED. Private
nurseries also trade planting stock of
eucalyptus, Burma dek and some other species
in the state. Currently, around 1 to 1.3 Crore
poplar saplings are being grown with major

stock is likely to be planted within state and
some will move to adjoining states. Wimco
Seedlings, ITC supply clonal eucalyptus from
its propagation facilities in Rudrapur,
Uttarakhand and Pragati Biotech from
Hoshiarpur, Punjab. Bulk of eucalyptus clonal
plants planted in the state are procured by
various agencies including SFD from Andhra
Pradesh. Planting stock of some other species
like clonal Burma dek, teak etc is also procured
fromoutsidethestate.

Plantationactivities

Eucalyptus and poplar are the two well
established commercial trees which have been
extensively grown in the state during the last 4
decades.Thesearesupportingaverylargesetof
WBI both within and outside state. Currently
eucalyptus is the top planted tree n the country
and also in the state and it is planted in all the
districts of the state. It was initially planted by
the SFD on forest and institutional land long
back. It made entry in to the farm land during
mid 1970s when it was promoted for firewood
production. The tree was gradually adopted by
the farmers and became popular for producing
packingcasesforfruitand vegetableindustryin
Himachal Pradesh and also for supply of poles
(ballies) to different locations and states. Also,
its utilization base expanded to construction,
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furniture, charcoal production, firewood and
host of other activities. Currently, the major
utilization of its wood is in pulpwood and panel
products. Its culture quickly shifted from seed
origin plantations to selected clones which
significantly enhanced its productivity and
economical returns to growers. Around 1Crore
eucalyptus plants especially of clonal origin
were planted during last year (2023-24) and
thereis heavy demand for its planting stock for
freshplantingthisyear.

Poplar is extensively planted in Yamuna
Nagar and in some adjoining districts of the
state. First poplar plantation was established
by planting 2000 saplings in Kalsia Farm in
Yamuna Nagar District during 1975. Poplar
plantations gradually expanded thereafter
both in geographical locations and clonal mix.
The tree is now life line for plywood industry in
Haryana and North India. During 2023-24, 65-
70 Lakh poplar saplings were planted whereas
the number was around 50 Lakh saplings
during 2011-12. Poplar is a model trees for
planting in agrofoerstry and 52% of its

plantations are reported in compact blocks and
48%onfarmboundariesinthestate.

Plantations trends of these 2 extremely
important commercial trees witnessed annual
and periodical variations due to market wood
prices and government polices related to wood
based industry and tree culture. For example,
poplar wood prices dropped to the low-end
range three times around 1995, 2004 and 2017
and plantation activities were very low during
those periods. Once the wood prices start
increasing, plantation activity also start
expanding with every incremental increase in
wood prices. Figure-4 below is drawn based on
tracked poplar wood prices at Yamuna Nagar
mandi and plantations made within the state
till2022.Poplarplantinginthestatevaried from
around a couple of Lakhs during2003-04 when
itswood prices were very low (Rs.300/qtl) toan
all-time high of around 65-70 lakh plants last
year (2023-24) when its wood rates touched the
upper price band of Rs.1800/qtl, which was the
highestrecordedsofar.

Figure-4. Relationship between planting number and wood prices (Rs./Qtl).
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Ardu (maharukh) and simbal (semal)
are 2 other important commercial trees which
had a significant supply to safety match and
plywoodindustriesinthe pastwheneucalyptus
and poplars were not in picture. These two
species were and are still being planted by SFD
as is evident from their significant number in
the planting stock inventory in its nurseries,
mentioned above. Of these, the visibility of
simbal has fast declined in many field locations
whereas ardu still exists in many locations as it
is well integrated with panel industry in some
locations especially towards the border area of
Rajasthan. There has been increased interest
for Burma dek to produce good quality veneers.
The tree has yet to make a significant impact in
the state as only a few thousand plants are
annually planted by the state farmers. Dek
(bakain) was aggressively planted during the
Istdecade when there were some resistance for
eucalyptus and poplar planting due to crash in
theirwood prices. According to some estimates,
itonceconstitutedaround20% sharein AF after
poplar and eucalyptus in those days. Its wood
has largely been used for making low quality
furniture and as such did not find much favour
in panel industry. Dek is now gradually getting
relegated to low visibility and Burma dek has
yet to compete with poplar and eucalyptus.
Some other commercially important trees

having some visibility in field and also in
nurseries of SFD are kadam, albizzias, toon,
teak, chandan, gmar and mahogany in isolated
cases. Ofthese, siris (albizzias) has asignificant
sharein plantations and nurseries butislargely
used by the local artisans for domestic wood
working. Kala siris (lebbek) and toon have good
potential of being useful raw material for
producing brown veneers which is much
favoredcolorinplywoodindustry.

The most recent tree inventory reported
number of trees recorded on non-forest land
during 2023 and is called as “Tree Census”
which was done first time in the state. It
reporteddatasetsofl3dominantspeciesandall
others were grouped under Misc. spp. Of these,
eucalyptusand poplar were twodominanttrees
which are well connected with wood based
market. District-wise No. of these two trees is
given in Table-2 which indicate eucalyptus No.
to be 10217705 and that of poplar as 4722980.
Both these trees have been recorded in all the
districts of state. Each of the 3 districts viz.,
Yamunanagar, Ambala and Jind had
individually over 10% of eucalyptus trees and
over 46% collectively in the state. Ambala had
maximum number of 2468209 trees (24.16%)
followed by 1208199 (11.82%) in Yamuna Nagar
and 1084274 (10.61%) eucalyptus trees in Jind
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District. Poplar trees from this census are
reported mainly from 4 districts which are
located in and around Yamuna river. Bulk of
poplar (97.5) in the stateis reported to be grown
in Yamuna Nagar (85.36%), Ambala (6.67%),

Panipat (4.18%) and Karnal (1.31%). All other
districts collectively were reported to have just
2.5% of poplar trees, each of them individually
hadlessthan1% poplar (Table-2) of thatexisted
inthestate.

Table- 2. District wise eucalyptus and poplar trees in the state

District Eucalytus Poplar Total

No. % in state No. % in state No. % in state
YNR 1208199 11.82 | 4031639 85.36 | 5239850 35.07
Ambala 2468209 24.16 | 315059 6.67 | 2783292 18.63
Jind 1084274 10.61 2703 0.06 | 1086988 7.28
Hisar 785284 7.69 9895 0.21 795187 5.32
Panipat 531021 5.20 | 197632 4.18 728658 4.88
Sonepat 668375 6.54 11026 0.23 679408 4.55
Karnal 532079 5.21 61744 1.31 593828 3.97
Kaithal 522949 5.12 1658 0.04 524612 3.51
Sirsa 434880 4.26 7169 0.15 442053 2.96
Fatehabad 392186 3.84 1460 0.03 393650 2.63
Kurukshetra 346332 3.39 40808 0.86 387143 2.59
Rohtak 303791 2.97 2892 0.06 306686 2.05
Jhajjar 218628 2.14 1354 0.03 219984 1.47
Panchkula 198258 1.94 15891 0.34 214151 1.43
Bhiwani 159934 1.57 617 0.01 160553 1.07
Charkhi Dadri 133510 1.31 232 0.00 133743 0.90
Palwal 109717 1.07 13923 0.29 123641 0.83
Faridabad 37170 0.36 3359 0.07 40529 0.27
Nuh 34677 0.34 1790 0.04 36467 0.24
Rewari 27935 0.27 1640 0.03 29575 0.20
Gurugram 16463 0.16 387 0.01 16850 0.11
Mahendragarh 3834 0.04 102 0.00 3936 0.03
G. Total 10217705 100.00 | 4722980 100.00 | 14940785 100.00

All other commercial trees had small
numbers as such have been grouped under
Miscellaneous category (Table-3). Amm
(mango), amla, amrood are largely for
commercial fruit cultivation with the share of
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jamun largely for wood production and a little
for fruit production. Among others, the share of
plantation is likely high in case of sisoo, kikar,
neemandpapdihadsignificantnumbers.



Table-3. Species wise No. and volume of different trees in the state (Tree Census)

Species | No. % Vol. (cum)

Bargad 97116 0.24 90147 0.59
Pipal 326612 0.79 328137 2.15
Pilkhan 67133 0.16 34510 0.23
Sisoo 2958895 7.18 987839 6.48
kikar 2024410 4.91 713516 4.68
Neem 3021575 7.33 926903 6.08
Aam 317487 0.77 188428 1.24
Amrood 427113 1.04 35787 0.23
Jamun 495759 1.20 206432 1.35
Amla 186534 0.45 33810 0.22
Papdi 1232122 2.99 229007 1.50
Euca 10217705 24.80 5685926 37.30
Poplar 4712980 11.44 412298 2.70
Misc 15111813 36.68 5372699 35.24
Total 41197254 | 100.00 15245638 100.00

Fruittreeplantations number. The statehad anareaof 69139 haunder

Fruittreesarelargely grownonfarmland
foroverlappingproducethatincludesfruitsand
wood. Forest Survey of India in its biannual
TOFs inventories includes these trees for
estimating the green cover, growing stock and
potential wood availability in the state and
country. SFD regularly raises and promotes
planting of fruit/wild fruit speciesin significant

fruit trees with 1010488 tone fruit production
during 2022-23. The area under fruit trees has
increased from 0.42%in1966-678.23% of state's
geographicalareain 2020-21. The top 7 districts
are Sirsa with 3528.55 ha (40.83%), Yamuna
Nagar with 1649.45 ha (19.09%), Ambala with
659.92 ha (7.64%), Hisar with 531.19 ha (6.15%),
and Bhiwani with 492.64 ha (5.70%). Bottom 3
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districts which have below state average of fruit
tree plantations are: Panipat 38.42 ha (0.39%),
Jindwith33.28 ha (0.39%), Rewariwith 39.38 ha
(0.46%). SFD has also initiated a scheme of
making grafted fruit plantations on 10 % of the
Panchayat land available in the state.
Panchayats in the state own a total of 3.5 lakh
hectare land and out of which, 10% i.e., nearly
80000 acre will be used for this purpose. A
plantation on one acre land is likely to cost an
amount of Rs 25 lakh which will be borne by the
forest department in which the planted fruits
willbesolepropertyofthe Panchayats.

Plantation Volumesand Schemes

During the beginning of the current
century, the plantation schemes for
waterlogged areas and pollution control along
highways were implemented using clonal
eucalyptus. The planting of clonal eucalyptus
was alsotakenup onthefarmlands of small and
marginal farmers free of cost to promote tree
farmingandtoimprovetheirincome. Currently,
the state is implementing “Van Mitra Scheme”
under which subsidy is given on planting and
maintaining trees. Trees are also now being
planted under “Ek Per Maa ke Naam” scheme
initiated by the Hon'ble Prime Minister this
year. Eucalyptus is one of the major trees
plantedundersuchschemes.

Planting trees is a regular activity every
year. However, the number of plants planted,
schemes, sub-schemes, fund sourcing, species
compositions and tree growers' interest are
constantly changing. The number of planted
plants varied from over 5 Crore/year to just over
1 Crore/year. The names of schemes and sub-
schemesunder whichtree plantations are made
during different years go on changing/merging
with time based on many factors of which fund
sourcing and state needs are important.
Commercially important trees form major
share in plantations undertaken on farmland
and community land. During 2018-19, 1.34
Crore saplings were planted under different
plantation schemes (departmental plantations
- 097 Crore, distribution of saplings - 0.37
Crore). Out of a total 0of12398.99 ha, an area of
5866.79 ha was covered under Community
Forestry Programme in which the share of
Clonal and Non-clonal agroforestry (eucalypts
clones) was maximum of 53.01% and that of FF
seed (21.81%). If both the FF clonal and FF seed
are put together, the contribution of farm
forestry (FF) was three-fourths (75%)
indicating that this scheme immensely helped
in promoting the eucalyptus culture among the
farmersinthestate.
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Thestateisregularly supplying plantsas

freeand/oratsubsidizedratestofarmers.Adata
set available between 2001-02 to 2010-11
indicates 42% (193.96 Lakh) plants were
planted by the SFDitself and 58% were supplied
to tree growers free of cost (Table-4). The share

of free supply of plants to farmers varied from a
low of 40.74% in 2001-02 to a high of 65.35% in
2006-07 (Figure-4). The name of some other
schemes and area covered with predominantly
commercial trees is given in Table-4 (source
Annual AdministrativeReports)

Table-4. Some schemes which were based on planting of mainly
eucalyptus and poplar commercial trees

Sr. Schemes 2015-16 (Ha+RKm) 2018-19 (Ha+RKm)

No.

1 Development of Agroforestry clonal and 4657.15+0 5866+0
non-clonal

2 Special component plan for SC/ Forestry 2571.03+0
activities in SC villages

3 Social and farm forestry 2290.65+0

4 Greenbelt in urban forestry 0+593.39 0+537.40

5 Extension forestry (Rail, Road & Canal) 28.00+2337.36

6 Strip plantations on govt. land 0+3060

7 Railway line plantation (Jind to Sonipat) 0+107.50

8 Wood based Industries 750+0 400+149
Total 10296.86+5990.75 6266+793.9

Figure-4. Share of plants (mainly eucalyptus and some poplar) supplied to farmers
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Bulk of plantations (>80%) made under
forest category has been on Protected Forests
(PF) and all other categories had less than 20%
of planting in the state. Under the PF category a
major share of 42.11% plants was in roadside
plantations, followed by 33.34% in canal side,
20.73% in compact blocks, 2.35% along bundhs
and 1.47% inrail sides. Out of a total of 1.16 Crore
plants planted in different categories of non
forest land (NFL); 43.70Lakh (37.82%) were on
farmland, 32.62Lakh (28.23%) on private land,
27.30 Lakh (23.62%) on Panchayat land, 6.98
Lakh (6.04%) on any other land, 4.34 Lakh
(3.75%) oninstitutionalland,and 62100 (0.54%)
oncommunityland. Majorshareof plantsunder
these schemes was that of eucalyptus both
clonal and seed origin. In Agroforestry
plantations, poplar was preferred in Yamuna
Nagarandadjoiningdistricts.

Conclusion

The State of Haryana is a small agrarian
state with a geographical area of 44,212 Km2
thatlies southofthe Indian Himalayas with two
ecologically highly sensitive and smaller parts
viz., northern zone merging with Siwalik hills
and the southern one with the Aravalli hills
along with desert of Rajasthan. Natural forests
occur in Siwalik, hills, Aravali hills and a few
otherlocations,whereasinotherlocationsfarm

growntrees and scattered tree occurringon non
forestland are themajor green spots. All efforts
till date could help in maintaining tree and
forest cover of just 6.0% as per last FSI biannual
report. It varied from 5.78, 548, 5.64, 5.79, 6.32,
and 6% during 2011, 2013, 2015, 2017, 2019, and
2021 report respectively. The forest and tree
cover is far behind its committed target of 20%.
Yamuna Nagar is the only district in the state
which hasreasonableareaunder forestand tree
cover i.e., 43.66% of the geographical area, this
district thus meets the required target of 20%
forest and tree cover as suggested in the Indian
Forest Policy 1988 and State Forest Policy 2006.
Two other districts, viz., Faridabad (10.69%)
and Yamunanagar (10.92%) have forest cover
and tree cover above 10% of geographical area.
Three districts viz., Gurugram (9.04%),
Mahendragarh (5.44%) and Mewat (7.33%) have
forest cover ranging from 5% to 10% of
geographical area. Many districts having a very
low per cent of forest and tree cover are
Fatehabad (0.73%), Palwal (1%), Panipat (1.3%),
Rohtak (1.17%), Sirsa (1.36%), Sonipat (1.04%),
Hisar (1.44%) and some other districts. The only
hopetoincreasestate'sforestandtreecoveristo
expand it on farm and other land outside
recorded forest areas for which commercially
grown trees are a great hope to expand with
expandingwoodbasedindustry.
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Russia Eyes India for Timber
Trade Expansion amid
Ukraine Sanctions

As Western sanctions over the Ukraine
conflict continue to choke off its traditional
timber markets, Russia is turning to India, a
rapidly growing economy, as a key outlet for its
lumber exports. Though India currently
accounts for just 3% of Russia's timber trade,
this figure is expected to rise significantly, with
Russia's largest timber exporter, Segezha
Group,leadingthecharge.

Russia, which exported over $3 billion
worth of timber tothe EU before sanctions, now
findsitselfheavily relianton China, with 90% of
itslumber heading there. However, the ongoing
geopolitical situation has prompted Russian
exporters to diversify, and India, one of the few
major economies without sanctions on Russian
forest products, presents a lucrative
opportunity.

Segezha Group, responsible for more
than 30% of Russia's timber exports, is pushing
fora50%increaseintrade with India compared
to 2022 levels. According to Nikolai Ivanov,
Segezha Group's Vice President for External
Relations,thecompanyplanstoexpand beyond
its existing plywood trade to include wooden
houseKkits,biofuel,and wood pellets.

Addressing the Eastern Economic
Forum, Ivanov described this as the beginning
of a long-term strategy, although the current
volumes remain modest compared to the

market's potential. Segezha is also advocating
for the reduction of India's steep import
tariffs—30% on Russian plywood and 10% on
paper, as well as for lower logistics costs, which
Ivanovsaid mustbekeptunder20%tomaintain
profitability.

If successful, the partnership could see
up to 50 million cubic metres of Russian timber
exported toIndiaannually,equivalent to 25% of
Russia's total timber harvest. This would help
India meet its growing demand for plywood,
lumber, and logs, which has surged with the
country'sboomingconstructionindustry.

Indian imports of Russian lumber
quadrupled in the first half of 2024, reaching
22,000 cubic metres, although this still
represents just 2.2% of the country's total
lumber imports. Plywood imports from Russia
alsogrew 17% during the same period, but again
remain a small portion of the market, at just 1%
ofIndia'soverallplywoodimports.

Russia isn't alone in targeting India's
timber market. The U.S. has also increased its
exports to the country, shipping 116,000 cubic
metres of softwood lumber from the West Coast
in 2023. With Indian demand for timber
projected to soar by 70% by 2030, driven by a
construction boom, Russia is betting big on
India to offsetits losses in the West and tap into
oneoftheworld'sfastest-growingeconomies.
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Australia Cracks Down on
Illegal Timber at Ports:

1

0% Targeted!

In abold move to combatillegal logging,

the Australian Government is tightening
regulations to enhance timber traceability and
enforcement. This initiative aligns with global
efforts to ensure sustainable and legal timber
supplychains.

KeyPoints:

Tackling Illegal Timber: Up to 10% of timber
entering Australian ports is estimated to be
illegal. The government is stepping up to
safeguard the industry from the harmful
effects ofillegal logging, which costs billions
inlostrevenueandenvironmentaldamage.

Stronger Legislation: The Illegal Logging
Prohibition Amendment Bill 2024 aims to
boost enforcement, enabling authorities to
seize non-compliant timber and publicly
discloseviolationsatports.

Tech Investment: Australia is investing $4.4

<> | Bhutan tuff;

#AbTuffKaHaiZamang

®

CHOOSE THE RIGHT MATERIAL
FOR YOUR HOME,

CHOOSE BHUTAN TUFF

72 | OCTOBER 2024 PLY GAZETTE

million in DNA testing to create the world's
largest forest identification database
(WFID),improving the verification of timber
origins and reducing fraud in the supply
chain.

Call to Action: Industry stakeholders had
time until Friday, 13th September, 2024, to
providefeedbackonthenew Bill.

Alliances: Nations can collaborate on
international agreements, joint monitoring,
and sharing best practices to combat illegal
logging and promote sustainable forestry
globally.

Other technology: Technology, such as
blockchain, GPS tracking, and digital
databases, enhances timber traceability by
ensuring transparency and verifying timber
origintopreventillegallogging.

Bhutantuff_ G0




United States Wood-Bamboo
Composite Flooring Market
Overview by Application

The market for wood-bamboo
composite flooring in the U.S. is segmented by
application, with residential use leading the
market. This is largely driven by homeowners'
increasing preference for sustainable and eco-
friendly flooring options. This segment
includes installations in single-family homes,
apartments, and condominiums, where
durability and aesthetic appeal are highly

valued.

MarketSegmentationby Application
e Residential

e Commercial

e Industrial

e SportsFacilities

* Others

The commercial sector also represents a
significant portion of the market, providing

flooring solutions for offices, retail spaces,
and educational
institutions. The demand here is fueled by the
need for durable, visually appealing materials
suited for high-traffic environments. Industrial
applications focus on flooring solutions for

hospitality venues,

manufacturing facilities and warehouses,
benefiting from the longevity and easy
maintenance of wood-bamboocomposites.

KeyManufacturersinthe United States
Wood-Bamboo Composite Flooring Market
* Yoyu
* Dasso
* JiangxiFeiyu
* EcoBamboo&Wood
* Tengda
e JiangxiShanyou
* Sinohcon
* Tianzhen
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* KangTiLong

* Huayu

e Kangda

* KangerGroup

* Zhutao

» JiangxiLvbao

* USFloorsInc

* Teragren

* BambooHardwoods

Future Outlook for the United States Wood-
Bamboo Composite Flooring Market

The future of the U.S. wood-bamboo
composite flooring market looks promising yet
complex. Expected advancements in
technology and market dynamics are set to
reshape the landscape, presenting new growth
and innovation opportunities. Stakeholders
will need strategic foresight and adaptability to
effectivelynavigateemerging trendswithinthis
evolving market.
Regional Analysis of the United States Wood-
BambooCompositeFlooring Market

The wood-bamboo composite flooring
market in the U.S. displays varied regional
consumer preferences and dynamics. North
America is characterised by strong demand for
innovative products driven by technological
advancements. Meanwhile, Latin America is
witnessing growth as consumer awareness of
the benefits of wood-bamboo composite
flooring increases. Overall, regional analyses
reveal diverse opportunities for market

expansionand productinnovation.

Here's a primer about the Wood-Bamboo
CompositeFlooring Market

Whatiswood-bamboocompositeflooring?
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It is a flooring option that combines
wood and bamboo materials, offering
durabilityand sustainability.

What factors drive the growth of the wood-
bamboocompositeflooringmarket?

Key drivers include rising consumer
preferenceforeco-friendlyflooring,demand for
attractive materials, and increasing awareness
ofthebenefitsof wood-bamboocomposites.

What challenges does the wood-bamboo
compositeflooringmarketface?

Challenges include high manufacturing
costs, limited raw material availability, and
competitionfromother flooring materials.

Which regions are likely to dominate the wood-
bamboocompositeflooringmarket?
Regionslike AsiaPacific, North America,
and Europe are expected to lead due to
increasing construction activities and a
preferenceforsustainable materials.
What are key trends in the wood-bamboo
compositeflooringmarket?
Key trends include
installation methods, development of high-
performance composite materials, and product

innovative

customisation.

What types of wood-bamboo composite
flooringareavailable?

Available types include solid wood-
bamboo composite, engineered wood-bamboo
composite, and strand woven wood-bamboo
composite.

What are the main applications of wood-
bamboocompositeflooring?




Key applications span residential,
commercial,andindustrial sectors.

What environmental benefits does wood-
bamboocompositeflooringoffer?

Benefits include a reduced carbon
footprint, sustainable raw material sourcing,
andrecyclability.

How do government regulations impact the
wood-bamboocompositeflooringmarket?
Regulations promoting sustainable
construction and eco-friendly materials
significantlyinfluencethe market.

What are consumer preferences in the wood-
bamboocompositeflooringmarket?

Consumers prefer wood-bamboo
flooring for its durability, aesthetic appeal, and
eco-friendliness, with purchasing decisions
influenced by price, quality, and brand
reputation.

Whatopportunitiesexistfornewentrantsinthe
wood-bamboocompositeflooringmarket?
Opportunities product
innovation, partnerships with raw material
suppliers,andentryintoemerging markets.

include

How is the distribution and sales channel for
wood-bamboocompositeflooringorganised?

Channels include direct sales,
distributors, retailers, and e-commerce
platforms.

What factors influence pricing strategies in the

wood-bamboocompositeflooringmarket?
Pricing is influenced by raw material

costs, manufacturing processes, competition,

and consumerdemand.

How do technological advancements impact
thewood-bamboocompositeflooringmarket?

Advances in production, design, and
installation methods are driving market
growth.

What risks and challenges do investors face in
thewood-bamboocompositeflooringmarket?

Investors encounter risks like
fluctuating raw material prices, regulatory

changes,and marketcompetition.

How are consumer preferences and lifestyle
changes impacting the wood-bamboo flooring
market?

Trends toward sustainable,
maintenance flooringand modern minimalistic

low-
interiorsinfluencethe market.

What are the future prospects for the wood-
bamboocompositeflooringmarket?

The market is expected to thrive due to
growing eco-consciousness, sustainable
construction trends, and technological

advancements.

How can businesses use market research data
forstrategicdecisions?

Businesses can leverage data to identify
growth opportunities, understand competitive
dynamics, assess consumer preferences, and
develop effective marketing and expansion
strategies.
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Expert Insights on the Birch
Plywood Market and

Sanctions

A recent webinar organised by the
European Panel Federation and the Polish
Association of Wood-Based Panel Producerson
10th September, 2024, addressed significant
challenges within the plywood market,
particularly concerning the illegal importation
of Russian and Belarusian birch products into
the EU. The session gathered 300 participants
who were provided with the latest market data,
updates on the legal landscape, and potential
strategies for ensuring responsible sourcing
across Europe. A key takeaway was the
consensus that regulations are only as effective
astheirenforcement.

ChallengesFacedby EuropeanProducers
Jaroslaw Michniuk, a board member of
the European Panel Federation and CEO of
Paged Morag and Paged Meble, opened the
session by highlighting the severe issues
confronting European birch plywood

producers. He noted that illegal imports are
being offered at prices that are unsustainable
forlocalmanufacturers. Whilethereisaneed for
increased production capacity, ongoing market
distortionshindernecessaryinvestments.

MarketHistorical Context

Martins Lacis, another board member of
the European Panel Federation and Chair of the
Plywood Product Group, shared valuable
historical context and examined how illegal
importsdisruptmarketstabilityandimpactthe
European wood industry. He presented a
timeline of key events that have influenced the
birchplywood marketinthe EUand UK.

From 2018 to 2021, several EU
production facilities had to close or halt
investments due to an oversupply of Russian
products, leading to a 10% drop in EU birch
plywood production in 2020. Investigations by
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the European Commission resulted in anti-
dumping duties. Following the onset of the war
in Ukraine, imports of Russian and Belarusian
wood products were banned in 2022, leading to
a12% increase in EU production that year, only
to see a subsequent decline of 4% in 2023,
alongside a concerning 19% share of illicit
imports. The introduction of a new trade
systematic (HS) code for birch plywood has
allowed for better tracking of these products.
However, ongoing sanctions and economic
stagnation continue to strain the EU market,
with rumours of companies from Kazakhstan
and Turkeyattemptingtobypassregulations.

Emerging TradeFlows

Lacis pointed out that sanctions have
prompted new import trade flows of birch
plywood from traditional producing countries
like Kazakhstan and Moldova, as well as
countries lacking sufficient local birch
resources, such as Turkey, Georgia, China,
Vietnam, and Ghana. Notably, exports of
Russian birch plywood to some of these
countrieshaverisensharply.

In 2023, Russian plywood exports,
which are predominantly birch, reached
approximately 1.5 million cubic metres. Egypt
was the largest importer with 337,000 cubic
metres, followed by China (244,000 cubic
metres), Turkey (196,000 cubic metres), and
others.

ConcernsOver QualityandIllicitImports
The first quarter of 2024 saw a

significant rise in imports from China and a
doublingofimportsfrom Uzbekistancompared
to the same period in 2023. Lacis raised alarms
regarding the increasing density of birch
plywood products from China, which typically
feature very thin birch top layers. Claims that
the birch stems from the Baltics are not
supported by statistics, and the volume
required wouldbeunachievable.

There are concerns that documentation
of origin is being illegally copied for several
shipments, promptingaLatvianforestownerto
initiate investigations. Lacis concluded that
while there may be slight relief from
Kazakhstan and Turkey, the increasing density
of Chinese products and the heightened trade
between Russia, Egypt, and Uzbekistan remain
troubling. It is estimated that about 16% of
plywood in the EU market is still illicit, with
lingering stocks of "unsaleable" birch plywood
bearingfalsetrademarks.

Anti-Circumvention Efforts
Frameworks

Yuriy Rudyuk, a partner at Van Bael &
Bellis, discussed the legal frameworks
governing timber trade and the implications of
non-compliance. He highlighted the anti-
circumvention investigations conducted by the
European Commission concerning imports
from Kazakhstan and Turkey, which were
initiated at the request of several leading EU
producers. None of the investigated companies
could prove they were not involved in
circumvention practices, leading to an

and Legal

The first quarter of 2024 saw a significant rise in imports
from China and a doubling of imports from
Uzbekistan compared to the same period in 2023
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extension of the original 15.8% duty to imports
from both countries without exception.
Additionally, retroactive duties amounting to
nearly €10 million were collected for imports
registered during the investigation period up
until August 2024. Common circumvention
practicesincluded transshipment and minimal
modificationstoRussian-origin products.

Rudyuk emphasised the need for rapid
detection of similar developments, noting that
the European Commission is now employing a
near-real-time monitoring system to scrutinise
suspicioustradeflowsearly.

Stricter SanctionRegulations

Rudyuk also clarified the current
sanctions against Russian wood product
importsintothe EU.SinceJune2024,ithasbeen
explicitly prohibited to knowingly engage in
activities that circumvent these regulations. He
noted that enforcement varies across member
states, with penalties ranging from
administrative fines to potential prison
sentences for individuals and confiscation of
assets for companies. The European
Commission aims to standardise these
measures. According to a directive from April
2024, individuals providing financial services

or facilitating trade for designated persons
could face imprisonment for up to five years,
while companies could incur fines ranging from
1% to 5% of global turnover or specific amounts
between €8 million and €40 million. Member
states must incorporate these regulations into
nationallawbyMay2025.

The EU Timber Regulation (EUTR) also
prohibits imports of wood products linked to
combat or sanctions, including birch plywood
from Russia and Belarus, with strict penalties
such as immediate suspension of trading
authorisation.

InnovativeSolutions for Timber Tracing
Victor Deklerck, Director of Science at
World Forest ID, introduced attendees to the
organisation's advanced timber tracing
technology designed to verify the legality and
sustainability of wood products. This
innovative solution utilises isotope and soil
analysis to create a 20 km resolution map,
enabling the detection of false origin
declarations in most cases. The project is
expanding to cover more regions and wood
species, aiming to encompass the most
commonvarietiessoon.
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World Furniture Expo 2024:

A Premier Platform for Global
Furniture and Design Innovation

The World Furniture Expo 2024, taking
place from 5th to 7th December at the Bombay
Exhibition Center, Mumbai, is a premier
platform for the global furniture and design
industry to come together and collaborate. As
India’s only dedicated international B2B
marketplace for furniture and design, it offers
an unparalleled opportunity for professionals
from various sectors—home, office, outdoor,
modular, kids, institutional, handcrafted, and
more—to network, share insights, and explore
the latest trends. With the core theme of
Converge, Connect, Collaborate, the expo aims
to foster partnerships and innovations that
elevate design standards while promoting
sustainability in the rapidly evolving furniture

market.

Umesh Limbani
+91 93010 54298

The event is a comprehensive showcase
featuring categories like home and office
furniture, modular designs, kids' furniture,
institutional solutions, handcrafted pieces, and
decor. Attendees will have access to industry
insights, workshops, and networking
opportunities, making it a must-attend for
those looking to stay ahead in the furniture
industry. Organised by Worldex India, this B2B
event offers a fertile ground for forming new
business connections, discovering innovative
designs, and engaging with the future of
furniture. With diverse exhibitors and a strong
focus on collaboration, the World Furniture
Expo 2024 is set to be a landmark event in the

globalfurnitureand designspace.

Krishna Wood & Metal Products Pvt. Ltd.

Plywood | Blockboard | Flush Door | Shuttering Ply

Address
Timber Market, Bilaspur Road, Bhanpuri, PO :W.R.S.Colony, Raipur,; Chhattisgarh - 492008
Factory Add. :Ward No. |4, Rawabhata, Industrial Area, Raipur, Chhattisgarh 493221
Email : ulimbani@yahoo.com
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INDUSTRIES
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SINCE 1952 SERVING THE INDUSTRY WITH
INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY AND ARE STILL EVOLVING

Jagadhri Road, Yamuna Nagar - 135 001 (Haryana) INDIA,
Tel.: +91 - (1732)-223694, 260682, Fax : + 91-(1732) 260203,
E-mail: info@kalyanindustries.com, Website: www.kalyanindustries.in
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SRICHAKRA ENGINEERING EQUIPMENTS

Manutacturers of Hydraulic Presses for Plywood & Laminates

Factory : Plot No. 21-A1, Il Phase, Peenya Industrial Area, Banglore - 560 058.
Tel : 080 28395827, Fax : 080 28392794 e-mail : varadul@hotmail.com
Yamuna Nagar Contact : Mr. Sridhar - Cell : 98120 29890

Manufacturer of High Quality Hydraulic
Presses for Plywood, Block Board, Flush Doors,

Particle Boards, Compreg , Rubber
Coir Mattress & High Pressure Laminates

designshelter 98450 17801




MAKE [N INDIR *

HEAVY DUTY
LOG ROUNDER (DEBARKER)

24 Months Manufacturing Warranty*.
Innovative Design By 30 Yrs Experienced Team.
Suitable For Various Types Of Hard & Soft Wood.
Suitable For Bottleneck Wood.

Stress Tested For Optimum Performance.
Custom Made Also Available.

M K Ro U N D E R & +9198120 93479 , +91 97562 07000

E-34 INDUSTRIAL AREA , YAMUNA NAGAR -135001 HARYANA INDIA % mkrounderindia@gmail.com




SINCE 1952
SERVING THE INDUSTRY WITH INNOVATIVE
INDUSTRIES TECHNOLOGY AND ARE STILL EVOLVING

v
JET VENTILATED ROLLER TRACK VENEER DRYER
Available in 3 Section 3 Deck to 16 Section 4 Deck 9

ROTARY
PEELING LATHE 56”

GUILLOTINE JOINTER

[ ﬁ

AUTOMATIC PLYWOOD
SPINDLELESS ROTARY PEELING | DOUBLESIZER

4

108” SPINDLELESS ROTARY
PEELING MACHINE

HEAVY DUTY DEBARKING
MACHINE WITH CHIPPER

CHAIN D.D.SAW
GLUE SPREADER 56”

e

Jagadhri Road, Yamuna Nagar - 135 001 (Haryana) INDIA,
Tel.: +91 - (1732)-223694, 260682, Fax : + 91-(1732) 260203,

Nt == E-mail: info@kalyanindustries.com, Website: www.kalyanindustries.in,
v




LARGEST SUPPLIER OF WIDE BELT SANDER IN INDIA

TOP & BOTTOM SURFACE SANDING LINE (CONSTANT SANDING LINE)

FOUR HEAD
TOP & BOTTOM SURFACE
WIDE BELT SANDER

B __“l (‘,)_"_m_
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I o
BOTTOM
SURFACE ——»

TWO HEAD

TOP & BOTTOM
CALIBRATOR
= (HEAVY DUTY)

THREE HEAD WIDE BELT

TOP
| — SURFACE

MA/ TWO HEAD
A

FOUR HEAD
TOP & BOTTOM
WIDE BELT CALIBRATOR

TOP & BOTTOM
BRUSH SANDER
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WIDE BELT HEAVY DUTY
TOP SURFACE
CALIBRATOR

l INDUSTRIES
“w
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Jagadhri Road, Yamuna Nagar - 135 001 (Haryana) INDIA
Tel.: +91 - (1732)-223694, 260682, Fax : + 91-(1732) 260203
Website: www.kalyanindustries.in, E-mail: info@kalyanindustries.com
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LAMINATES | VENEERS | ACRYLIC

JHAPPY

U’

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

INDIA WOODLINE LIMITED
11B, Beri Road Tehsil, Sampla, Dist. Rohtak, Haryana 124 501
& worldofwoodline.com B enquiries@woodlinelam.com
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Happy
Diwwah . .

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

May This Diwali Fill Your Life With Light, Love And Laughter.
Wishing You a Prosperous Diwali.

PUNJAB PLY INDUSTRIES

Website : www.kangaroplywood.in | Email : ashishgarg95@gmail.com




KANGARD

PLYWOOD
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““ LIVING

Simplified”

Village Kurali, Bilaspur, Sadhaura Road, Tehsil - Bilaspur
Dist. Yamuna Nagar (Haryana)
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SHIV-DH/ZAN DECOR LTD

100% Phenolic Resin Materials
White | Off White | Fabric | Wooden

SHIVDHAN DECORE LTD.

Plot No. : 556, Hiwari Layout, Opp. Poonam Mall, Nagpur - 440008
Factory : 30km Stone, Bhandara Road, Village - Wadoda, Dist. Nagpur (Maharashtra)
Ph.: 0712 2764655, 2774655
Deepak Patel : +91 80801 98200 | Nilesh Patel : +91 62656 78852
Mahek Patel : +91 99234 01818 | Pradeep Gadkari

We are also manufacturer :

PRELAM PARTICLE BOARDS

8 x 4 Bagasse Base
HI - TECH BOARDS PVT. LTD.
Bardoli, Surat (Gujarat) Hitesh Patel : +91 86000 37505 | Harshad Patel : +91 80559 55773
8 x 6/ 9 x 6 Wood Base

SHIVDHAN BOARDS PVT. LTD.
Butibori, Nagpur (Maharashtra) Niraj Patel : +91 90110 36619 | Mahek Patel : +91 99234 01818 | Pradeep Gadkari




