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Welcome to the 2025 FAIR Conference!
There’s a narrative out there that questions aren’t welcome in the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints—that you can’t have questions and stay in the Church. 
But nothing could be further from the truth. Scripture and history are full of 
examples of the Lord responding to sincere questions with revelation, reassurance, 
and direction. In fact, we are commanded to ask and seek.

At FAIR, we believe that questions aren’t just welcome—they’re essential. We also 
believe that where and how you look for answers makes a difference. The world is 
full of voices claiming to have the truth, but truth is best found in places grounded 
in faith, integrity, and a willingness to seek both spiritually and intellectually.

This conference is a space for that kind of seeking. We’ve brought together people 
who have taken hard questions seriously—and stayed faithful. We hope you’ll 
leave not only with answers, but with increased confidence in your ability to keep 
asking, keep learning, and keep following Jesus Christ.

A heartfelt thank you to the donors, speakers, and sponsors who made this event 
possible. We’re so glad you’re here.

Warmly,
DeLayna A. Beck

Operations Manager, FAIR

Help Us Defend the Faith – Support FAIR!
Thanks to two generous donors, every dollar you give will be TRIPLED—your 
$50 becomes $150, $100 becomes $300, and $500 becomes $1,500!

The FAIR Conference is our biggest event of the year, uniting faithful scholars 
and disciples to strengthen testimonies and defend the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
But did you know that FAIR provides this conference basically at cost?

That’s right—your registration barely covers the basics. That’s because we believe 
the messages shared at the FAIR Conference should be available to as many people 
as possible, no matter their financial situation.That’s where you come in.

Your donation today fuels not just this year’s conference but FAIR’s work into 2026 
and beyond. And there’s more: another donor will give up to 40% of what we 
raise—but only if we meet our goal. For details on how to donate, turn to page 12 
of the program.

Please give generously. Then share this campaign with someone who wants to keep 
the faith strong. 

Let’s make 2025 our most impactful year yet!
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Agenda at a Glance
Wednesday
6:30 pm Registration and Mingling
7:15 pm Presidential Address

Scott Gordon
7:30 pm Fluent in Our Faith: Identifying Evidence of the Glad Tidings of 

the Gospel in Our Everyday Reality
Aaron Sherinian

8:30 pm Refreshments

Thursday
9 am Welcome and Opening Remarks
9:15 am Live Recording of the Come Back Podcast

Ashly Stone interviewing Don Bradley
10:00 am A Broader Framework for Understanding Gender Equality in the 

Church
Meagan Kohler

10:45 am Protecting Children—The Crucial Role of Church Clergy and the 
Abuse Help Line
Randy Austin & Kerri Nielsen

11:15 am Morning Break
12 pm Overcoming the Disappointments of this Life

Brandon Mull
12:45 pm Lunch Break (Food Provided)
1:45 pm Panel Discussion with the Women of Ward Radio: The Role of 

Women in Defending the Church
Moderated by Jennifer Roach Lees

2:15 pm A Mesoamerican Urim and Thummim
Michael R. Ash

3:00 pm Afternoon Break
3:15 pm Cherishing the “Dark Nights of the Soul”: Re-framing Unfortunate 

Faith Crises into Essential Faith Journeys
Matthew Christiansen

4:15 pm Plate Math: A Combinatorial Approach to Modeling All Possible 
Golden Plates
Josh Coates
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Agenda at a Glance 
Friday
9 am Welcome and Opening Remarks
9:15 am The Path of The Peacemaker

Brad Witbeck
10:00 am The Case for Positive Contention

Zach Wright
10:45 am Morning Break
11:15 am Making Jesus Tangible

Al Carraway
12 pm “O God, Where Art Thou?”: Working My Way Through Spiritual 

Silence
Matthew Godfrey

12:45 pm Lunch Break (Food Provided)
1:45 pm Lived Experience of Mormon Women

Barbara Morgan Gardner
2:15 pm Panel Discussion: Lived Experience of Mormon Women

Moderated by Barbara Morgan Gardner
3:00 pm Afternoon Break
3:15 pm Why Doctrinal Purity Matters—and How to Avoid Doctrinal Drift

Benjamin C. Peterson
4:15 pm Brigham Young and Slavery

Daniel C. Peterson

Views expressed in conference presentations and by sponsors are their 
own do not necessarily reflect those of FAIR or the Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Fill out the survey, and let us know what you thought about this year’s conference!
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2024 Autumn Dickson
2023 Jennifer Roach
2022 Sarah Allen
2021 Hanna Seariac
2020 David Smith
2019 Spencer Marsh
2018 Michael W. Hickenbotham
2017 Marion Allen
2016 Julianne Hatton
2015 Nick Galieti
2014 Ben McGuire

Trevor Holyoak
2013 Neal Rappleye

S. Hales Swift

2012 Steve Densley
Cassandra Hedelius

2011 Ken Kyle
2010 Tanya Spackman
2009 Roger Nicholson
2008 Tyler Livingston
2007 Greg Smith
2006 Mike Parker
2005 Mike Ash
2004 Marc Schindler (posthumous)
2003 Sharon Bunch
2002 Allen Wyatt
2001 Scott Gordon

John Taylor Defender of the Faith Award
FAIR awards the John Taylor Defender of the Faith Award to a volunteer who 
made meritorious contributions to FAIR’s mission and outstanding personal 

efforts in helping defend The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
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Reece W. Allred
Mark Anderson
Brett Andrewson
Roslyn Archibald
David Arrington
Cecil Ash
Jack Ashton
Robert Babcock
Jennifer Barkdull
Thaylene Barrett
Kevin Bates
Bruce Belmont
David Michael Belnap
Greg Billings
Dan Bluth
Dane Bounds
Eric Brady
S. Cleve Brock
Brent Bruderer
Brandon Buhler
Brent Buttorff
Clark Campbell
Michele Carnohan
Dianne Carr
Ava Chamberlain
Joshua Chandler
Carol Christensen
Brett Cragun
John Craig
Robert Crockett
Heather Cummens
Synnove Ellingsen
Thomas C. Erkelens
Scott Evans
James Ferrin
Austin Fife
Boyd Fisher
Brett Folkman
David Gallagher
Jacob Gibson
Tyler Gordon
James Graham
Pam Grange
Mike Graviet
James Hamilton
John Harris

Michael Hickenbotham
Jaxon Higgs
Tom Hilton
Court Hilton
Brent R. Holladay
Rebecca Hyde
Janet Jenkins
Deborah Jessop
Johnny Johnson
Reed Johnston
Roslyn Jones
Neal Jones
Roslyn Jones
David Kent
Diane Kesler
Brian Knofler
Robert Lavender
Harris Leck
Mike LeSueur
Aaron Lindsay
Lealani Little
Spencer Lloyd
Reed Loertscher
Clinton Luke
Brandon Lunsford
Nathan M. Whitney
Linda Mabey
Mark Malley
Paul McNabb
Adam Mendenhall
Lin Miller
Timothy Mills
Alan Moberly
Reid Mortensen
Jens Nielson
Louise Nygaard
Lincoln Oliphant
Deena Ortiz
Zachary Osborne
Michael Parker
Douglas Pennock
Carolyn Phippen
Michael Potter
Harrison Powley
Jasmin Rappleye
Neal Rappleye

Michael Rayback
Robert Reeves
Shelly Reichmann
Beverly Rice
John Richardson
Joshua Richardson
Jared Riddick
Robert Ridoutt
Cris Robinson
Brian Rogers
Jeff Roundy
Jeffrey S. Bennion
Michael S. Greenwood
Jim Scott
Gene Sessions
Anne Sheedy Gardner
David R. Shorten
Norman Sinclair
Rick Smith
Paul Smith
James Smith
Paul Sorensen
Paul Sorensen
Richard Sperry
Eric Springall
Mike Stewart
Joseph Stucki
Raymond Swenson
Judith Taylor
Kevin Taylor
Judith Taylor
Leland W. Tufts
Ben Tyler
Todd Uriona
Bruce Webster
Alice Wells
Scott Wheelhouse
Lynne Hilton Wilson
Jonathan Wilson
Kimberly Wold
Koloa Wolfgramm
Danny Wood
Mary Woods
Jeff Young
Jeffrey Young

Sustaining Members
Becoming a Sustaining Member of FAIR provides exclusive benefits such as bookstore 
discounts, reduced conference tickets, a free eBook, and more, while also offering the 
convenience of automatic monthly donations. Though not tax-deductible due to the benefits 
received, this membership supports FAIR with a steady, cost-effective funding stream.
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For over two decades, Greg Kofford Books has been a leading publisher in Mormon 
Studies with award-winning books focusing on Mormon history, theology, 
scripture, and culture.

Based in Sandy, Utah, we strive to make available the best research in a manner 
that is accessible to both scholars and everyday readers. Our books include the 
groundbreaking Contemporary Studies in Scripture series, the Second Witness Book 
of Mormon commentaries, the 3-volume Joseph Smith’s Polygamy, and multiple 
award-winning titles.

Ward Radio is the creation of Cardon Ellis, radio host at FM98.1 and independent 
filmmaker in Los Angeles.  Flanked by two fellow comedians, Brad Witbeck and 
Kwaku El, as well as his lovely wife, Brittany, Cardon Ellis formed Ward Radio 
(formerly the Midnight Mormons) in 2019 and it has grown ever since.  Ward 
Radio is a variety talk show that covers all things tangential to the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. Though not an official show of the church, Ward Radio 
covers all aspects of the Church, including culture, doctrine, and yes... debunking 
the latest anti-Mormon attacks with lots of fun facts and humor.
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Ways to Donate to FAIR
Online Donations via Credit/Debit 
Card (Givebutter)

•	 Method: Donate securely through our 
Givebutter page.

•	 Donor Costs: No additional fees.
•	 FAIR Costs: Processing fees (typically 2.2% + 

$0.30 per transaction).
•	 Advantages: User-friendly interface, option to 

cover fees, allows for recurring donations.
•	 https://givebutter.com/LDSFAIR 

________________________________________

Text-to-Donate
•	 Donor Costs: No additional fees.
•	 FAIR Costs: Processing fees (typically 2.2% + 

$0.30 per transaction).
•	 Advantages: User-friendly interface, option to 

cover fees, allows for recurring donations.
•	 Text “FAIRMAIN” to 53-555

________________________________________

Venmo (@FAIRLatterdaysaints)
•	 Method: Donate via Venmo.
•	 Donor Costs: None if funded through a Venmo 

balance, linked bank account, or debit card.
•	 FAIR Costs: No transaction fees for most 

transfers.
•	 Advantages: Quick and easy for mobile users.
•	 https://venmo.com/u/FAIRLatterdaysaints

________________________________________

Direct Donations via FAIR Website 
•	 Method: Donate through the Donate to FAIR 

page.
•	 Donor Costs: No additional fees.
•	 FAIR Costs: Processing fees apply.
•	 Advantages: Integrated with our website, secure.
•	 http://bit.ly/givetoFAIR
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FAQ
Some general information about the 2025 Conference that you might find useful.

How do I participate in the Live Q&A?
Throughout the presentations, if you have questions for the presenters, text them 
to (801) 801-4959  or email them to conference@fairlatterdaysaints.org.

What if there’s a book I want that isn’t on 
site?

At the conference, you can purchase any book from the FAIR online bookstore  on 
Wednesday or Thursday and pick it up at the Conference Bookstore on Friday. Just 
talk to one of the Bookstore employees!

What can you tell me about your sponsors?
Our sponsors are fantastic! Their sponsorship helps make this conference possible. 
Please take the time to learn about and support these organizations. We should 
point out, however,  that the advertisements, and the views and opinions expressed 
by the speakers at this conference, are those of the advertiser or speaker alone 
for which only they are responsible, and do not necessarily reflect the views or 
opinions of FAIR, its officers, directors or supporters.

Copyright Notice
Copyright 1997-2025 by the Foundation for Apologetic Information and Research, 
Inc (FAIR). All Rights Reserved. Any opinions expressed, implied, or included in 
this conference are solely those of FAIR and the speakers themselves, not those of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Seating
The venue will open at 8:00 am, but seating will open up at 8:45. Seating is on a 
first-come, first-served basis.



Fill out the survey! Let us know what you thought!

Thank you to our sponsors!
The Interpreter Foundation - Platinum

United Advocates - Diamond
The Church Historian’s Press - Gold

Greg Kofford Books - Silver
Ward Radio - Panel


