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“Liberty lies in the hearts of men and women; when it dies there, no constitution, no law, no court can save it.”

City of Abbeville Community Development Director Austin Walker accepted on be-
half of the City of Abbeville the Bundy Award for tourism from Governor Henry McMas-
ter and the Director of South Carolina Parks, Recreation, and Tourism, Duane Parrish. 
(Contributed photo)

City receives Bundy 
Award from state

By Henry E. Green
The City of Abbeville has 

won the Bundy Award for 
Tourism, given annually by 
the State of South Carolina, 
Abbeville City Manager 
Blake Stone told Abbeville 
City Council Wednesday 
night.
The City received it in 

recognition of its work to re-
vitalize the Abbeville Opera 
House, Stone told Council.
“The City has applied for 

and received the State of 
South Carolina’s Bundy 
Award for its revitalization 
of the Opera House,” Stone 
said in a City Council mem-
orandum.

“The Bundy Award is given 
annually by the State to 
the attraction, destination 
or development that helps 
rural communities reach 
their tourism potential. The 
Award will be placed in the 
Lobby of the Opera House 
for visitors to view.”
“We actually received it 

today,” Stone continued.
In other matters Wednes-

day night, Council   passed  
second reading on an 
amendment ordinance of 
the City of Abbeville autho-
rizing the rezoning of two 
parcels of land located at 
829 East Greenwood Street 
from Residential to Highway 

Commercial.
Stone said that the City 

has received no word on 
what, if anything, specifi-
cally would be constructed 
on the property.
In answer to questions 

from Council, the City Man-
ager said that he had not 
received any “push back” 
from the community in 
connection with the planned 
rezoning.
The City Council meeting 

Wednesday night was con-
ducted virtually, “due to the 
recent increased spread 
of COVID-19 in Abbeville,” 
according to information 
from the City.

The City of Abbeville is in the process of purchasing this building on West Pickens 
to make it a home for the City’s Police Department. (Staff photo by Henry E. Green)

Calhoun Falls has new police chief

CF looks to replenish town’s police force
By Henry E. Green

Two Calhoun Falls police 
officers quit  during a  recent 
special Calhoun Falls Town 
Council meeting, and a third 
quit before the meeting, 
according to reports. 
The resignations were in 

response to the hiring of a 
new Calhoun Falls chief of 
police, according to pub-
lished reports.
Calhoun Falls had been 

without a chief since the 
retirement in December of 
Cynthia Kennedy.

At that Feb. 5  special 
called meeting, Town Coun-
cil voted  to hire Tim  Richey 
as the new police chief.
Before the meeting, the 

Calhoun Falls Police De-
partment had four mem-
bers, but two of them quit 
during the meeting.
“One acted in a better 

manner than the other,” said 
Calhoun Falls Mayor Terrico  
Holland.
One took off his badge 

during the meeting and 
forcefully put his badge on 

the table, and one present-
ed a letter of resignation, 
Holland said.
“We’ll be fine,” said Cal-

houn Falls Mayor Terrico 
Holland late last week.
As of Tuesday, the police 

department included Chief 
Tim Richey, Assistant Chief 
Perry Hill, and Officer Brady 
Cox.
The Town, he said, is being 

assisted by the Abbeville 
County sheriffs office in 
terms of law enforcement, 
and Abbeville County Sheriff 

Ray Watson confirmed this 
Tuesday.
Richey has worked with the 

Calhoun Falls Police De-
partment before, but he was 
discharged in 2008 from his 
duties as a police officer, be-
cause of an alleged violation 
of agency policy, according 
to published reports.
The Police Chief was not 

available for comment at 
press time.
Richey has worked with a 

number of law enforcement 
agencies in the Abbeville 

County area, including 
the Due West Police, the 
Abbeville County Sheriff’s 
Office, and City of Abbeville 
Police Department, among 
others, according to pub-
lished reports.
He came to Calhoun Falls 

from the West Pelzer Police 
Department, said Holland.
The Town of Calhoun Falls 

is in the process of hiring 
new officers, the Mayor 
continued, sounding a note 
of optimism.
“Together we can, “ he said. 

“Together we will.”
There were also published 

reports to the effect that a 
third police officer resigned 
before the recent  Calhoun 
Falls Town Council meeting.

There was also, according 
to published reports, a ques-
tion about Richey’s place of 
residence.

Richey has said he does 
live in Belton, but he is mov-
ing to property he owns on 
Lake Secession.

County Council  gets 
favorable audit report

By Henry E. Green
Abbeville County received 

a favorable audit report, 
according to a presentation 
provided to Abbeville Coun-
ty Council Monday night.
 Ken Martin with Martin 

Smith and Company CPAs  
gave a report on the audit 
results for FY 2021, and 
said that the County had 
an unqualified opinion, a 
favorable report, on its audit.
“Overall a very good re-

port,” Martin told Council.
The County has a fund 

balance of roughly $7 
million, although that does 
not mean that it is cash on 
hand, but assets over liabil-
ities, County Director David 
Garner said.
The County has reserves 

to cover six to eight months 
of operations, Garner con-
tinued.
In other matters Monday 

night, County Council:
--Held a public  hearing and  

passed  second reading on 
an ordinance to authorize 
the County Director to en-
ter into a lease with Rock 
Communications SC space 
located at the ball field at 750 

U.S.-178 in Honea Path to 
locate a radio communica-
tions tower and a 10 foot by 
12  foot building.
Had first reading on an 

ordinance to amend the 
Zoning Map for a parcel of 
land  from a zoning district 
of Restricted Residential 
(R8) and Forest Agricultur-
al (FA) to one of General 
Residential. 
Had first reading on an 

ordinance to enter into a 
lease agreement with First 
Space for space located in 
the “County Office Building 
on Highway 28 Bypass in 
Abbeville.”
All first readings are read 

into the record by the County 
Council chairman and a vote 
is not necessary.
Passed  a resolution autho-

rizing the County Director 
to enter into a contractual 
relationship with Walker 
Brothers, Inc., of Lexington, 
in the amount of $11,000 for 
the purchase of two warning 
flashers on Industrial Park 
Road in Abbeville.
--Passed   a proclamation  

honoring Ms. Abbye Light 
for being selected to par-

ticipate in the Miss South 
Carolina Pageant to be 
held in Columbia on June 
25, 2022.
Light also recently won the 

title of Miss Abbeville High 
School.
--Passed a  proclamation 

recognizing and honoring 
Hobart “Hobie” Erickson 
for his years of service  to 
Abbeville County as a fire 
fighter.
Erickson, who recently 

celebrated his 95th birthday, 
has been recognized as 
the oldest active fire fighter 
in the state, according to 
reports.
--Heard during the public 

comment period from Ann 
Davis, president of the 
Greater Abbeville Humane 
Society, who spoke on be-
half of the Society.

The Abbeville County An-
imal Shelter, she said, had 
a problem with inadequate 
staffing--no fault of the staff.

--Heard from Baxter Gam-
ble of Abbeville about con-
cerns relating to the closing 
of the County Prison Farm.

Will Abbeville police 
find new home?

By Henry E. Green
The City of Abbeville is 

in the process of buying a 
building on West Pickens 
with the hope of making it the 
home of the municipal police 
department, according to 
action taken by Abbeville City 
Council Wednesday night.
Abbeville City Council 

passed first reading  Wednes-
day on an ordinance authoriz-
ing the purchase of  property 
within the City of Abbeville.
The City has signed a con-

tract to buy “real property”  
located at 104 West Pickens 
for $200,000, according to the 
proposed ordinance.

“It is necessary to acquire 
additional facilities to ade-
quately house public safety 
staff members,” the proposed 
ordinance states.
The acquisition of the prop-

erty “will allow for the City 
of Abbeville to separate the 
police department  from court 
proceedings” to facilitate “a 
better separation of functions 
as desired by City Council.”
The budget for the 2022 

Fiscal Year will need to be 
amended  to accommodate 
the purchase.
“The property is the former 

Home Health Care Building 
on W. Pickens,” said Mike 

Clary, Deputy Administra-
tive Officer with the City of 
Abbeville.
He said that “pending Coun-

cil approval at a second 
reading the plan is for the 
City to move forward with 
purchasing the building.

“The plan is for the building 
to be turned into the Municipal 
Police Department Building.  
Court will remain at its current 
location and that building may 
receive some renovations as 
well.  So Fire and Court would 
remain in the current space, 
with Police moving to the new 
structure.”
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Abbeville County Council recently passed a proclamation recognizing and honoring Ho-
bart “Hobie” Erickson for his years of service to Abbeville County as a firefighter. Erickson, 
who recently celebrated his 95th birthday, was recognized as the oldest active firefighter 
in the state. Here is County Council chairman Billy Norris (left) reading the proclamation 
aloud to Erickson (center) and Donalds fire chief Ronnie Vaughn. (Staff photo by Henry E. 
Green)

There was a standing-room-only crowd at the Feb. 14 Abbeville County Council 
meeting. (Staff photo by Henry E. Green)

Angels in Abbeville
Lori Glace talks to Rotarians about 
the Christmas Angel Tree project

By Henry E. Green
Twelve hundred bikes, 

including 81 delivered just 
this year.
One set of corn hole 

boards.
And a set of particularly 

cherished skates.
These are among the 

presents which have de-
livered through Abbeville’s 
Christmas Angel Tree pro-
gram, which has been going 
strong for more than three 
decades, Angel Tree direc-
tor Lori Glace told Abbeville 
Rotarians recently.
The concept is simple. 

Angel Tree looks to help 
hundreds of kids have a 
good Christmas.
Glace has calculated that  

12,000 children have been 
served through the years 
through this ministry of Ab-
beville’s Main Street United 
Methodist Church.
Donations from the com-

munity help fund Christmas 

presents for hundreds of 
youngsters, helping make 
their Christmas just a little 
brighter, and referrals come 
from a variety of sources 
as well.
A retired kindergarten 

teacher, Glace is no strang-
er to the needs of children, 
and she has been able to 
attract resources from a 
variety of sources, from 
churches to civic clubs.
“All of us work together 

to answer God’s call,” she 
said.
The Abbeville Rotary Club, 

for example, presents every 
year at Christmastime a 
Reindeer Run, with pro-
ceeds going to the Angel 
Tree bike project.
That project makes way for 

the delivery of bicycles  on 
Christmas Eve morning. To 
quote a song lyric, they’re 
guaranteed to raise a smile.
Abbeville High School 

wrestling team members 

help move things into Main 
Street’s Greene Center, 
where presents are wrapped 
before Christmas.
There are the little girls 

who donate proceeds from 
their lemonade stand to 
Angel Tree.
 “We’ve been doing Angel 

Tree 33 years,” Glace told 
Rotarians. “It’s totally faith-
based.”
And the project has grown 

exponentially. That first 
year, Glace recalled, 78 
children were served. Today 
that number is closer to 600.
Glace has devoted her-

self wholeheartedly to this 
project. 
“She works on this all year 

long,” said Rotarian Ruth 
Bacon.

Glace, meanwhile, re-
mains humble. 

“God is good--all the time,” 
she said.

There was a standing-room-only crowd at the Feb. 14 Abbeville County Council 
meeting. (Staff photo by Henry E. Green)

The gulf between us
‘Statue’ resolution arouses debate

By Henry E. Green
Will the statue of John C. 

Calhoun come to Abbeville 
County?
County Council passed on 

Monday night a  resolution 
authorizing the County Di-
rector to accept delivery of 
a John C. Calhoun statue 
located in Charleston.
Voting in opposition were 

Council members Charles 
Goodwin and John Cal-
houn.
It was all over a statue of 

a man who served as Vice 
President of the United 
States for a number of 
years, but who also owned 
slaves, and supported the 
institution of slavery.
Council passed the res-

olution before an overflow 
crowd. 
There was an abundance 

of public comment before 
the vote, with some people 
speaking out in favor of the 
statue coming to Abbeville 
County and others in op-
position.
Bill Rogers, an officer with 

the Abbeville County Histor-
ical Society, said that the 
statue should be brought to 
Abbeville County. John C. 
Calhoun, he said, had roots 
in what is now Abbeville 
County.
Calhoun served as Vice 

President for a time during 
the 19th century, and he 
held a number of other 
offices as well. 
“The Abbeville County 

Historical Society strives 
to preserve, interpret and 
share all history related 
to Abbeville County, Rog-
ers said in information he 
provided to The Press and 
Banner.
The Society would like the 

statue to  “be placed in Ab-
beville County in front of our 
Abbeville County Museum. 
The Abbeville County His-
torical Society has recently 
taken over the running of 
that museum in addition to 
our headquarters.”
Rogers said the statue 

could encourage tourism, 
and be a learning tool.
On the other hand, Brenda 

Anderson of Abbeville said  

Monday during the public 
comment period that hav-
ing the statue in Abbeville 
County would be a “slap in 
the face” to African Ameri-
cans.
Christine Long, a mem-

ber of Calhoun Falls Town 
Council, expressed similar 
views.
“Let that statue stay in 

Charleston or Columbia,” 
she said.
There was voiced a senti-

ment that the statue could 
polarize the community.
There was also impas-

sioned debate among 
Council members.
Council member Charles 

Goodwin said he had had 
a number of phone calls 
about the matter, which he 
wanted Council to discuss 
before taking any action.
Who would pay the ex-

penses of moving the stat-
ue? What would be the 
purpose of moving it to 
Abbeville County? 
“I have received many 

calls,” he said.
County Council member 

John Calhoun said that it 
could be divisive for the 
County.
Council chairman Billy 

Norris said that Council 
was merely considering a 
resolution, and it does not 
mean that the County would 
get the statue.
The discussion continued, 

with Norris saying that there 
are statues throughout Ab-
beville County.
Goodwin, who is Afri-

can-American, noted that 
Abbeville County up to this 
point had made progress 
in terms of racial relations.
He also underscored the 

unique perspective of Afri-
can Americans.
“You’ve never been black,” 

he at one point told Norris.
Council member John 

Calhoun, also African Amer-
ican, indicated that black 
people are still subject to 
less than friendly actions.
Council member Drew 

Simpson said that the com-
munity needs to come to-
gether to learn from history.
Goodwin made an amend-

ment  to   the motion to pass 
the resolution, an amend-
ment  that since he believed 
there was no transparency 
on the Council regarding 
the matter, and that Council 
should sit down and discuss 
the matter further.
That amendment failed  

3-2-2. Goodwin and Cal-
houn voted in favor, and 
Bonds and Simpson ab-
stained, and Norris, Mc-
Cord and Campbell voted 
against it.
At the heart of the discus-

sion was a resolution that 
stated in part:
“Abbeville County has 

been made aware of the 
removal of the John C. 
Calhoun statue from its lo-
cation in Charleston, South 
Carolina.
“John C. Calhoun hailed 

from Abbeville County and 
was the highest elected 
official to hail from South 
Carolina as a two term Vice 
President of the United 
States.
“Given his polarizing po-

litical views and support of 
states’ rights, Calhoun re-
mains a significant historical 
figure throughout our nation 
and state; and,
“Abbeville County has nu-

merous historical sites that 
would be appropriate for a 
statue of this nature as an 
historical artifact; while en-
suring the prominence of the 
statue does not overshadow 
differing political opinions.”
Museums in Columbia and 

Charleston have expressed 
interest in the statue, said 
Abbeville County Director 
David Garner Tuesday.
The statue has not officially 

been offered to Abbeville 
County, he went on to say.
There had been informal 

discussion among General 
Assembly members about 
an appropriate place for 
the statue, or that Calhoun 
had ties to.

The large statue had been 
in Charleston, and then it 
was taken down, and some 
people have been looking 
for another place to put it, 
according to Garner.
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The Abbeville County School Distirct Board of Trustees held a special called meeting 
Thursday. Here, trustee Marvin Peoples (right) is making a point, as trustees Keith Dunn 
and Glynda Bryson listen. (Staff photo by Henry E. Green)

Trustees move closer to referendum
By Henry E. Green

(One of several referen-
dum-related stories)
The Abbeville County 

School District is moving 
toward plans for a referen-
dum in May, according to 
action taken by the Abbev-
ille County School District 
Board of Trustees at a 
special called school board 
meeting  Thursday night.
The trustees are consid-

ering a cluster of capital 
improvements to be funded 
through the referendum.
Those improvements in-

clude  building new wings at 
AHS and Dixie, and renova-
tions and new construction 
at the Career Center, cafete-
ria and kitchen expansions 
at the high schools, and the 
options of building tracks 
and new gyms at the high 
schools, if the trustees so 
choose.
The trustees agreed  

Thursday night on a format 
for the referendum ques-
tion package, which would 
include two questions.
The first question would 

be on funding academic 
improvements at Dixie and 
Abbeville high schools, and  
at the Abbeville Career 
Center.
The second question 

would be on funding ath-
letic  improvements. Those 
improvements would be 
approved only if the aca-
demic  improvements were 
approved.
The trustees are expected 

to vote  on a formal refer-
endum resolution at their 
regular monthly meeting on 
Feb. 22. 
The board discussed pos-

sible referendum questions 
, and a  date for the refer-
endum.
Mike Gallagher, a financial 

advisor, and Columbia attor-
ney Francenia Heizer were 
present Thursday night at 
the meeting. The School 
District is working with them 
to prepare a referendum.
Heizer indicated that hav-

ing a referendum in May 
would allow the District the 
opportunity to have another 
referendum during the gen-
eral elections in November 
if the spring election does 
not pass.
School board chairman 

Brad Evans voiced his sup-
port for plans for a referen-
dum. “I am fully supportive  
of what we’re doing,” he 
said.
The trustees discussed 

how much detail should 
be  provided on the refer-
endum question, and they 
discussed also whether to 
ask for funding for only the 
academic  components, or 
whether athletic improve-
ments, including tracks and 
gyms, should be included.
Trustee Tim Rhodes noted 

that if the referendum pass-
es, the community would be 
faced with a tax increase, 
and he voiced concerns 
about the burden that would 
be imposed.
“Just do the academic 

part,” he said. “It would be 
easier on the taxpayers.”
Trustee Glynda Bryson 

indicated that new gyms 
might not be a bad thing.
She recalled going to a 

basketball game recently 
at Abbeville High School, 
and she found the gym to 
be both crowded and hot.
She added that sports 

could be a motivator for the 
public in terms of having the 
referendum be approved.
What are the true feelings 

of the community on the 
matter of the referendum? 
“We really don’t know until 
they vote,” trustee James 
Tisdale   said.
Trustee Adam Rich said 

that he agreed with trustees 
David Brooks and Keith 
Dunn, that the possible tax 
burden is a concern.
Trustee Joe Bryson had 

similar concerns, noting 
that he had been getting 
telephone calls all day from 
people asking how much 
their taxes would be going 
up.
Trustee Marvin Peoples 

noted that the motto of the 
School District is “putting 
students first.”
“These kids deserve the 

best we can offer,” he said. 
“I believe it can be done.”
Numbers 
The total budget for all 

the projects comes to an 
estimated $58,900,000, 
according to figures quoted 
at the Jan. 25 school board 
meeting.
That includes academic 

wings at AHS and Dixie, 
new cafeterias and kitchens 
at the high schools, work at 
the Career Center, tracks at 
Dixie and AHS, and locker 
rooms and gymnasiums at 
Dixie and AHS.
The price tag for academ-

ic wing additions at AHS 
and Dixie would be $33, 
200,000; cafeterias and 
kitchens at the two schools, 
$9, 200,000; work at the 
Career Center, $4,600,000; 
tracks at Dixie and AHS, 
$1,600,000, and locker 
rooms and gymnasiums 
at the two schools, $10, 
300,000.
The referendum is still a 

work in progress, however, 
and the questions have yet 
to be finalized.
Thursday night, the board 

agreed to Version 3 of sev-
eral referendum question 
versions that had been 
prepared for Thursday’s 
meeting.
“Mr. Tisdale made a mo-

tion to accept the Version 
3 format with square foot-
age added for academic 
wings and cafeterias, and 
bullets in question 2  with 
gymnasiums first and tracks 

second,” according to infor-
mation from the District.  
“Trustee Glynda  Bryson 

seconded the motion, which  
carried unanimously.”

The new academic wing 
at AHS, if approved, would 
take in 46, 300 square feet, 
while the one at Dixie would 
take in 22, 935, and the 

kitchen and serving area 
at each high school 9, 400 
square feet, the District 
reported.



Ready for an experience 
you won’t forget?
Your co-op has two amazing trips planned this summer. Juniors: Apply for the 
Washington Youth Tour. Sophomores: Apply for the Cooperative Youth Summit. 
Juniors: Experience Washington, D.C., with hundreds of students from across South Carolina and the country, meeting 
lawmakers and touring all the sights. Your electric co-op will cover your round-trip plane ticket, tours and meals. In other 
words, it’s all free!

Sophomores: Experience South Carolina’s capital like never before. Tour the Statehouse, meet lawmakers and see how  
co-ops are preparing for our state’s energy future. Plus, there’s plenty of fun with visits to popular Columbia attractions 
like Riverbanks Zoo & Garden. Your electric co-op will cover all your expenses.

We’ve made it easy to apply for either FREE trip. Apply today!

Applications available: lreci.coop 
Application Deadline: February 25, 2022

Cooperative Youth Summit: July 11-14, 2022Washington Youth Tour: June 18-23, 2022

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

833-958-3142

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

    2244tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  AAuuccttiioonn      GREENWOOD CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, GREENWOOD, SC  
    FFrriiddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  44,,  22002222 

Auction 2022   Bid Lot Categories 
 Beauty / Health – hair, makeup, massages, fitness 

 Food – restaurant & food certificates, kitchen items 

 Kids / Pets – toys, books, clothing; vet services, pet toys  

 Garden / Outdoor Recreation – garden, sports equipment & 
events, golf packages 

 Home Décor – anything for home 

 Professional Services / Auto – pest control, wills, photography, 
auto care 

 Entertainment / Technology – shows, amusements, electronics 

 Super Fan – College and GCS logo items & art projects 

 Apparel / Jewelry / Accessories – for adults 

Go to greenwoodchristianschool.org     Click on GCS Auction Link 
Registration is FREE 

Call GCS office 229-2427 for more details 

Thank You Supporting Sponsors: 

connect.erskine.edu ((886644))  338888--99110000  

(864) 229-3310 (864) 391-2267 

Presenting Sponsor: 
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The Greater Abbeville Chamber of Commerce’s Daddy Daughter Dance at the Abbev-
ille Civic Center featured considerable amounts of dancing, as seen here. (Staff photo by 
Henry E. Green)

County Council

Council pondering 
lease agreement

By Henry E. Green
Abbeville County Council  

is in the process of leasing 
space in the former Abbev-
ille County Office Building 
to Abbeville County First 
Steps.
Abbeville County Council 

had first reading Monday 
night on Ordinance 2022-
03, an ordinance to autho-
rize the County Director to 
enter into a lease  with First 

Steps for space  located in 
the old Abbeville County 
Administration Building  at 
394 Highway 28 Bypass, 
Abbeville.
All first readings are read 

into the record by the County 
Council chairman, and no 
vote is taken.
The ordinance must pass 

through a second reading 
and a third reading, and 
have a public hearing, be-

fore it can take effect.

Second reading and the 
public hearing are slated 
for March, and third reading 
for April.

Abbeville County First 
Steps is part of a statewide 
early childhood education 
initiative to help prepare 
children to enter the first 
grade.

Daddy-
Daughter 
event big 
success

By Henry E. Green
Presented by the Greater 

Abbeville Chamber of Com-
merce, the Daddy Daughter 
Dance on Friday night at the 
Abbeville Civic Center was 
a big success, according to 
Chamber executive director 
Anna LaGrone.
“It was a wonderful event 

with a  great turnout,” she 
said.
It was a sell-out event, with 

250 couples tickets sold, said 
LaGrone, characterizing it as 
a successful fund-raiser for 
the Chamber.
The event would not have 

been such a success without 
the hard work of Chamber vol-
unteers, she went on to say.
“I want to thank in particular 

Karen and Dale Sherwood, 
Melissa Cowart and her 
family, Jimmy Wilson,  Nicole 
Quinn, Tequila Baxter, Janet 
Williams, and Karen Marsh, 
for their generosity and will-
ingness to serve,” she said.
The event, of course, was 

a bonding experience for 
fathers and their elementa-
ry and middle school age 
daughters.

There was food, of course, 
and a DJ, with plenty of 
dancing going on to the mu-
sic of Bruno Mars and other 
recording artists guaranteed 
to provide happy feet. 

Some dads were new to 
the event, and some were 
not. Kyle Shaw of Abbev-
ille was there with his nine-
year-old daughter Emily. 
They attended last year’s 
gathering as well. 

For Daniel Rudmann of 
Due West and his six year 
old daughter Rebekah, Fri-
day night’s party marked 
the first Chamber Daddy 
Daughter Dance. 

For Josh Baughman of 
Abbeville and his daughter 
Adalyn, Friday night’s gath-
ering continued a tradition 
which began a number of 
years ago.



Your doctor has ordered a Colonoscopy. What questions 
should you ask?

Is the doctor performing your colonoscopy a Gastroenterologist?
A Gastroenterologist is a specialist in gastrointestinal diseases and has received spe-
cial training in colonoscopy. Gastroenterologists perform more colonoscopies by far 
than any other specialty. Non-gastroenterologists are fi ve times more likely to miss 
colorectal cancer during colonoscopy than Gastroenterologists.

What training in colonoscopy did the doctor receive?
They must fi rst complete a three-year Internal Medicine residency and are then eligi-
ble for additional specialized training in Gastroenterology. Gastroenterologists receive 
dedicated training in endoscopy (upper endoscopy, sigmoidoscopy, and colonoscopy) 
by expert instructors. This fellowship is 3 years long so by the time Gastroenterologists 
have completed their training, they have had 6 or more years of additional special-
ized education following medical school.

Can the doctor diagnose and treat any fi ndings on colonoscopy?
Gastroenterologists learn how to properly interpret the fi ndings and biopsy results of 
these studies in order to make appropriate recommendations to treat conditions and/
or prevent cancer. A non-GI physician may not be able to provide on-going treatment 
for specifi c and often chronic gastrointestinal conditions.

What makes Gastroenterologists diff erent?
Studies have shown that Gastroenterologists perform higher quality colonoscopy ex-
aminations and comprehensive consultative services when compared to other physi-
cians. This translates into more accurate detection of polyps and cancer by colonosco-
py when performed by Gastroenterologists. It is this ability to provide more complete, 
accurate, and thorough care for patients with gastrointestinal conditions, which distin-
guishes Gastroenterologists from other physicians that provide some similar services.

Board Certifi ed Gastroenterology Physician Care in the Lakelands Area
Convenient & 1/4th the Cost of the Traditional 

Outpatient Hospital Setting

Digestive Disease Group, PA
The Greenwood Endoscopy Center

103 Liner Dr
Greenwood, SC 29646

864-227-3636
digestivediseasegroup.com

T h e  G r e at e r  A b b e v i l l e 
C h a m b e r  o f  Co m m e r c e  

Business  o f  the  Month

Email us: captivatingms@gmail.com
Visit us: www.captivatingmontessori.com
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Are you interested in helping 
to support our homeschool-
ing community as we strive to 
keep costs low for our families? 

You can help us reach our 
$20,000 goal which will go to-
wards children’s tuition, oper-
ating costs, and even materials 
for our learning environment. 

Visit our website listed below 
to contribute. 

Amount Reached Feb. 2022: $3,400

Goal: $20,000

Set of 2 Good Year Eagle Tires
245/55/18 RS-A 103V

Only $120 for both 
Call Lamar T. West
864-366-5461 (o)
864-391-6610 (m)

For Sale

City to help support
Library outreach effort
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a Word from   
“THE WORD”

jkeithfbca@gmail.com

Rev. Dr. John Keith 

Sorrow
Matthew 23:37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, 

and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen gatherers her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not! (38) Behold, your house is let unto desolate.” 

Somewhere I came 
across this poem. I do 
not know who the author 
is, but it goes like this: “The 
saddest words of tongue 
and pen are the words that 
might have been.” 
That is exactly what Je-

sus is expressing in these 
two short but profound 
verses. You can hear the 
pathos in His voice as He 
exclaims, “O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem…” The pain of 
Jesus is palpable. In this 
passage Jesus was ago-
nizing over the lost condi-
tion of His people. Jesus 
was hurting because of 
their sinful rebellion and 
their shameful treatment 
of the prophets He sent to 
them. Not only did they re-
fuse to listen to His proph-
ets, but they killed them for 
sharing the message He 
sent to them. Jesus was 
grieving over the sinful 
condition of His people 
that will ultimately lead to 
their destruction. Jesus 
was grieving over the fact 
that Jerusalem never did 
reach their full potential. 
The nation of Israel had 
so much going for them 
but they never reached the 

full extent of their potential 
because they were not 
willing to submit to God. 
Rather than listen to the 
ones God sent to help 
them, they killed them. 
Jesus was willing to gather 
them under His wing like 
a mother hen does her 
chicks, but they refused. 
The only alternative was 
the pronouncement of 
woe—“Behold your house 
is left unto you desolate.” 
What a sad pronounce-
ment. The worship in 
Jerusalem continued on 
for another 37 years but 
the sad fact was, God 
was not part of it. Their 
worship continued every 
sabbath day but without 
the power and presence of 
God. Thirty-seven years 
after Jesus made this 
pronouncement Titus 
came and destroyed the 
temple and even scraped 
the stones. 
Does any of this ring a 

bell with you? Can you 
see a parallel with our 
nation? God has sent 
preachers to our nation 
for the last 50 years but 
to no avail—our nation 
has not paid the least bit 

of attention to them. In 
our modern culture the 
very ones who speak 
against what the dominant 
mindset of the day is get 
canceled—their voices 
are censored on social 
media, the news media 
will not give them the time 
of day, and they are made 
fun of and hounded by the 
mindless hordes of the far 
left. I wonder how often 
God has held out His arms 
to our nation pleading with 
us to forsake the killing 
of innocent babies in the 
mother’s womb and we 
would not listen. 
Have you ever wondered 

how God felt when our 
nation embraced same 
sex marriage for the sake 
of political expedience? I 
imagine He wept just like 
Jesus did over Jerusalem. 

In Matthew 23:37-38, Je-
sus wept over Jerusalem 
because they had gone 
too far and it was too late 
to turn back. 

I don’t know if our nation 
has reached that point yet, 
but if we haven’t, we are 
pretty close.

By Henry E. Green
City Council passed a reso-

lution authorizing allocation 
of  $10,000  to be distributed 
to the Abbeville County Li-
brary  in recognition of their 
public outreach efforts.
The Library has pursued a 

number of initiatives, includ-
ing the alternative space for 
learning and creativity in the 
Abbeville County Library, 
and free wi-fi for the down-
town Square area.
Each of these programs 

is free to the public  and 
offers a benefit through a 
governmental entity in the 
area that the City does not 
provide.
The Library has requested 

$10,000 in financial support 
from the City to continue 
their initiatives and their  
mission to the Abbeville 
community.
Through the resolution, 

Council authorized the 
allocation of funds to be 
distributed to the Library  for 
the purpose of supporting 

free downtown wi-fi and 
the alternative learning and 
creativity space.
Other municipalities with-

in Abbeville County have 
offered the Library similar 
financial support, accord-
ing to Mike Clary, Deputy 
Administrative Officer with 
the City.
City Council also agreed 

Wednesday night  to update 
the City Code of Ordinanc-
es to reflect an updating of 
the list of polling places in 
the City.
The Abbeville County Voter 

Registration and Elections 
Board has updated the list 
of polling locations .
The former list includes 

the Abbeville Civic  Center, 
the Abbeville County Court-
house, the Rescue Squad 
Building on Long Branch 
Street, and Westside Bap-
tist Church.
The new list includes the 

Abbeville Civic  Center, Ab-
beville County Courthouse, 
Abbeville Administrative 

Complex, and the Abbeville 
County Fire Department  
Headquarters.
Council agreed to a Mem-

orandum of Understanding, 
an update to an agreement 
previously approved by City 
Council.
The MOU is an update to 

an agreement previously 
approved by City Council, 
Stone told Council.
It allows the Marine Forces 

Special Operations Com-
mand to conduct trainings 
within the City.
“Trainings will be low 

impact and low visibility, 
conducted with participating 
private property owners 
and will not involve direct 
contact with local civilians,” 
Stone said, adding that the 
“Officer in Charge will notify 
local law enforcement prior 
to any training.”

“It’s very engaging and 
very educational,” Stone 
told Council Wednesday 
night.

Moon provides transit 
system update
Becky Moon, executive 

director for the  McCormick 
County Senior Center and 
McCormick County Transit,  
recently provided an update 
on the transit system that 
MAT Trans  is providing here 
in Abbeville County.
“The good news is that we 

transported 41 passengers 
in January, which is an 
increase over December, 
and the calls inquiring about 
or request transportation 
are also increasing every 
month,” she said.  
“We have been watching 

the trends of who is using 
the system and where, and 
Calhoun Falls and Due 
West are the least to request 
transportation or to call and 
inquire about the system.  To 
make the best of the grant 
funds, we have decided to 
make a major change to 
the transportation offering 
that we hope will jump start 
the request and increase 
the overall daily passenger 
count.
“Effective immediately, we 

will now be transporting 
passengers to Greenwood.  
We will no longer have a 

day for Calhoun Falls, or a 
day for Due West, and two 
days for Abbeville.  We will 
be opening up the service 
area and service types so 
that anyone in Abbeville 
County can have access to 
the system; however, we will 
require a two day request 
if the passenger lives 10+ 
miles from the Abbeville City 
Square.  We are making this 
change because the core 
of the requests are com-
ing from the Abbeville city 
area.  We will continue to 
provide our normal service 
hours to Abbeville County, 
Monday – Thursday, 7:30 
am – 5:00 pm.  
“We will be coordinating 

with our vehicles that in 
Greenwood with a transfer 
point at the Greenwood 
County Line at 10:00 am 
and 2:00 pm.  With this be-
ing said, all passengers in 
the Abbeville area can now 
schedule trips to Green-
wood that will include a pick-
up in Abbeville, a transfer at 
the Abbeville County Line to 
a bus that services Green-
wood.  Passengers will hop 
off the Abbeville bus, get 

onto the Greenwood bus, 
and then be dropped off for 
appointments and shopping 
in Greenwood.  The passen-
gers must complete their 
business in Greenwood by 
1:00 pm to be picked back 
up by the Greenwood bus 
and delivered back to the 
Abbeville County line to hop 
off the Greenwood bus and 
get back on the Abbeville 
bus to be transported home.  
“We are not doing away 

with the transportation op-
tions for Calhoun Falls and 
Due West.  We will continue 
to service the areas  Mon-
day – Thursday; however, 
we will be taking those 
appointments and working 
them into our schedule for 
the Abbeville City and area 
trips.  This means that the 
Calhoun Falls and Due West 
passengers will have to plan 
ahead for their trips, call the 
office at least 2 days before 
their trip requests.”
The t rans i t  system, 

launched last year, seeks 
to address a need identi-
fied by agencies such as 
United Christian Ministries 
of Abbeville County.

Abbeville County has 
low jobless rate

By Henry E. Green
Abbeville County is hold-

ing its own in terms of un-
employment figures, with 
the unemployment rate 
from December, the most 
current rate,  standing 3.6 
percent, according to Ann 
Skinner, the work force 
development director with 
Upper Savannah Council 
of Governments.
The rate for South Carolina 

as a whole is 3.3 percent, 
and for the United States it 
is 3.7 percent.
The unemployment rate is 

indeed low, but this means 
different things to different 
people, Skinner said.
“For job seekers ‘low’ is 

good,” she said. “For em-
ployers it’s bad because 
there’s not as much choice.”
Hiring requirements set 

down by employers tend to 

become more  flexible when 
this  kind of situation arises.

In terms of Abbeville’s 
neighboring count ies, 
Greenwood has the same 
jobless rate--3.6 percent.

Meanwhile, Anderson’s 
rate stands at three per-
cent, and McCormick’s 
rate stands at 3.8 percent, 
Skinner continued.
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WASHINGTON – U.S. 
Senator Tim Scott (R-S.C.), 
along with Senator Marco 
Rubio (R-Fla.) and sever-
al of their Republican col-
leagues, introduced the 
Cutting off Rampant Access 
to Crack Kits (CRACK) Act. 
The bill would amend Sec-
tion 2706 of the American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021 
(P.L. 117-2) to prohibit any 
funds from directly or indi-
rectly purchasing, supply-
ing, or distributing crack 
pipes or similar drug para-
phernalia. 

“The thought of taxpayer 
money funding crack pipe 
distributions could not be 
more ludicrous,” said Sen-
ator Scott. “But after a year 
of ludicrous policies and 
conflicting statements from 
the Biden administration, 
Republicans are leaving 
nothing up to chance. I’m 

Scott, Rubio and Colleagues 
Introduce the CRACK Act

proud to join my colleagues 
in introducing this bill to en-
sure our federal government 
does not fuel dangerous 
drug addictions at the ex-
pense of American taxpay-
ers.”

“I am glad the Biden Ad-
ministration acknowledges 
sending crack pipes to our 
nation’s addicts is a bad 
idea,” said Senator Rubio. 
“It is pure insanity to think 
the federal government 
would fund crack pipe dis-
tribution. This legislation will 
make certain the program 
can never pay for crack 
pipes, and given the Biden 
Administration’s position I 
look forward to their vigor-
ous support.” 

Earlier this week, the 
Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) 
appeared to confirm that 
part of the $30 million grant 

program would go toward 
“smoking kits/supplies,” 
which frequently includes 
crack pipes.

 The Biden administra-
tion then reversed course, 
prompting the outcry of ac-
tivist groups that argue “pipe 
distribution is healthcare.”

The CRACK Act was 
also cosponsored by Sen-
ators Joni Ernst (R-Iowa), 
Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), 
Bill Cassidy (R-La.), Jim 
Inhofe (R-Okla.),  Shel-
ley Moore Capito (R-W.
Va.), Mike Braun (R-Ind.), 
Rick Scott (R-Fla.), Steve 
Daines (R-Mont.), Thom 
Tillis (R-N.C.), John 
Kennedy (R-La.), John 
Boozman (R-Ark.), Tom 
Cotton (R-Ark.), John Thune 
(R-S.D.), and John Barras-
so (R-Wyo.).

The president must start 
taking inflation seriously

By Richard Eckstrom, 
S.C. Comptroller

Having left inflation un-
checked for so long, the 
challenge now for the White 
House and the Federal Re-
serve Board is keeping soar-
ing prices from overwhelm-
ing family budgets without 
triggering a recession. It’s 
a delicate balance. Are they 
up to the challenge? 

So far, the president’s 
actions don’t inspire much 
confidence.

The White House spent 
much of last year down-
playing the threat of inflation 
– even as most of us could 
see the price hikes in our 
grocery receipts and at the 
gas pump. When prices rose 
too sharply to be ignored, 
the White House spun it as 
“transitory,” or temporary, 
inflation brought on by pan-
demic-related crimps in sup-
ply chains. But that ignores 
the role that printing trillions 
of dollars in the name of 
“pandemic relief” played 
in creating a surge in con-
sumer demand, thus feed-
ing inflation. (Increasing the 
amount of money circulating 
in an economy relative to 
the amount of goods and 
services available for pur-
chase is a recipe for infla-
tion – and not the temporary 
kind.)

The numbers are in, and 
consumer prices rose a 
whopping 7 percent in 2021 
– a four-decade high. Amer-
icans are shelling out more 
and more for food, gas and 

bills. The “transitory” argu-
ment has shown itself to be 
false, and the White House 
has belatedly abandoned 
such talk.  

Either the president badly 
misread the inflation threat, 
or he wasn’t being level with 
the public. I suspect it was 
the latter; after all, he had 
spending plans to push… 
and the prospect of sus-
tained inflation potentially 
threw a monkey wrench into 
those plans. Either way, the 
White House’s credibility on 
inflation matters has taken a 
big hit, and it’s a self-inflict-
ed wound.

The president’s most re-
cent spin is that corporate 
greed is to blame for bal-
looning consumer costs. But 
that’s not a serious asser-
tion. Businesses didn’t be-
come greedy last year and 
decide all at once to gouge 
their customers. Demand 
soared following a federal 
spending binge combined 
with Americans spending 
the money they’d saved by 

staying home in the early 
months of the pandemic. So 
baffling is this latest White 
House argument that the 
Washington Post – one of 
the news outlets most in-
clined to support the pres-
ident – panned his “bizarre 
message on inflation.”

Often called “the cruelest 
tax” because of the numer-
ous ways it impacts peo-
ple’s daily lives, inflation 
affects virtually everyone. It 
diminishes the purchasing 
power of families and busi-
nesses. Its sting is worst 
for those of lesser means 
and for seniors on fixed in-
comes, who tend to spend 
a greater proportion of their 
money on essentials like 
food and energy, which are 
most affected by inflation. 
Because inflation slashes 
the purchasing power of 
savings accounts, those at 
or near retirement may find 
their golden years less se-
cure. 

This is a time for seri-
ous leadership. The White 
House – as well as the 
Federal Reserve Board 
and Congress -- must be 
laser-focused on rolling 
back inflation. They must 
move with deliberation and 
resolve. And shooting a lit-
tle straighter with the public 
can’t hurt, either.

Richard Eckstrom is a 
CPA and the state Comp-
troller. He’s president of 
the National Association of 
State Auditors, Comptrol-
lers, and Treasurers.

Richard Eckstrom

By Lamar T. West, Sr.
Abbeville County School 

system: where our children 
and young adults attend 
school and strive for an ed-
ucation which can send one 
through life as a fairly intelli-
gent and learned person. 

Hopefully, upon gradu-
ating, our youth have the 
ability to read and write, add 
and subtract, multiply and 
divide. 

Reading comprehension 
should be, first and fore-
most, the aspect of one’s 
education that takes them 
the furthest in life. Being 
able to read and compre-
hend is of fundamental im-
portance. One certainly can 
be instructed to do a particu-
lar job or task and do it well, 
but if you can read and com-
prehend why and how what 
you are doing works, you 
can consider yourself edu-
cated and not just “trained.”

If it boils down to training, 
quite a few employers could 
just go to “rent-a-chimp” to 
get the job done. 

I would hope employers 
are looking for employees 
that can help grow the com-
pany and further a person’s 
education so that person 
flourishes in terms of inno-
vative ideas and techniques 
to make tasks/jobs more 
efficient and “better.” To 
be able to understand and 
comprehend, one needs an 
education -- not just a train-
ing program. 

Do we need better 
schools? 

The answer to this ques-
tion depends on your defi-
nition of “better.” Herein is 
where education and com-
prehension can be a big 
help. Better is always better, 
so we will not not deny we 
need better schools. 

Does better mean bigger, 
though? Does better mean 
newer? Does better mean 
more schools? We can as-
sure there are as many 
opinions on the subject as 
there are people, but there 
is only one truth. 

We have three high 
schools in Abbeville County. 
Financially (tax from indus-

Trustees move to spend:
Take inflation seriously

tries/non-primary homes) 
and population (students 
wishing to attend school 
in Abbeville County), we 
cannot justify three high 
schools teaching the same 
programs to all students. 

With three high schools 
and a career center in our 
county, maybe from soph-
omore year forward, each 
school should specialize in 
different but particular pro-
grams. 

This is something our 
school board could discuss 
with our state department of 
education and utilize what 
we have without spending 
an additional 58 million dol-
lars! 

The basics are and al-
ways have been reading, 
writing, and arithmetic, and 
these and their variants, of 
course, should all be taught 
in schools. 

As one progresses in their 
education from 8th grade 
through senior year, one 
has typically already discov-
ered where one’s interests, 
strengths, weaknesses, 
and talents lie. Throughout 
these years of education, 
one has been able to expe-
rience elements of life that 
they may have never previ-
ously known existed. 

Education is of primary 
importance, and we definite-
ly need to strive to have the 
materials we need to pro-
vide our children with a thor-
ough education. Materials, 
however, do not necessarily 
include new facilities. 

We know for at least the 
past eight years that our 
school board (which has 
changed) has emphasized 
the need for a new high 
school. Maybe we do need 
that, but over the past eight 
years has the school board 
put any money aside or 
saved any funds for the 
construction of new wings or 
cafeterias or gymnasiums?

Are all the businesses and 
industries and people in Ab-
beville County having more 
expendable income all of a 
sudden than in years past?

Maybe the people with all 
the extra cash will be happy 

to donate to the school dis-
trict for some much needed 
new facilities. Most facilities, 
homes, and such in Abbev-
ille County are being refur-
bished and put back in good 
working order. 

New gymnasiums sound 
like a great idea. We believe 
the City of Abbeville is also 
in need of a new gymna-
sium. Perhaps the City of 
Abbeville and the Abbeville 
School District could work 
together on building a col-
iseum. After all, the money 
comes from the same pock-
ets. Dixie should be able 
to work out some deal with 
Erskine College. Where 
there’s a will, there’s a way. 

We would encourage Ab-
beville County School Board 
to read and comprehend the 
latest article entitled “The 
president must start taking 
inflation seriously,” submit-
ted by Richard Eckstrom, 
South Carolina’s Comptrol-
ler General, before we vote 
to go out on a $58 million 
limb. 

Most school districts were 
given millions of dollars 
during the “pandemic” and, 
per my tax return, I am pay-
ing the same (if not more) 
taxes this year than last. 

With reassessment and 
inflation, our taxes are not 
going down. In fact, we are 
going to need to stretch ev-
ery little dollar a little bit fur-
ther just to get to work and 
go to the grocery store. 

If voting with your heart, 
you vote yes on the refer-
endum. Heck, if voting with 
your heart, let’s rebrick the 
whole Square and fix all the 
potholes around the towns.

Just do like “Uncle Sam” 
(or should I say “Uncle Joe”) 
does. Just write the check 
and spend the money. Let’s 
just endlessly spend into 
oblivion! What could go 
wrong? Feds are spending 
TRILLIONS, maybe they will 
just send a few million our 
way. We could ask our Con-
gressman James E. Clyburn 
from Orangeburg to GIVE it 
to us, as he and “Uncle Joe” 
are pretty tight.

Commentary
WASHINGTON – Today, 

U.S. Senator Tim Scott 
(R-S.C.) introduced the 
Supporting Care for Dual El-
igibles Act to improve health 
care for individuals who are 
dually eligible for Medicaid 
and Medicare.

“Individuals who are eli-
gible for both Medicare and 
Medicaid have some of the 
greatest health needs in our 
nation, yet they are often left 
with fragmented care,” said 
Senator Scott. “As ranking 
member of the Senate Ag-
ing Committee, I’m commit-
ted to ensuring our most vul-
nerable populations receive 

Scott Introduces Bill to Improve 
Health Care for Those Eligible 
for Both Medicare and Medicaid

the care they need, and 
improving the coordination 
between these two distinct 
health programs will do just 
that.”

Sen. Scott’s bill would:
Provide a $100 million 

grant for timely, targeted as-
sistance to state Medicaid 
programs to improve care 
for dually eligible beneficia-
ries;

Permit state Medicaid 
offices to use their grant 
money for a wide variety of 
purposes, including hiring 
new workers, improving the 
sign-up process for benefi-
ciaries, or developing their 

understanding of Medicare;
Be paid for by increasing 

the frequency of Medicaid 
Payment Error Rate Mea-
surement Audits from every 
three years to every two 
years.

This morning, Sen. Scott, 
ranking member of the Sen-
ate Aging Committee, held a 
hearing with Chairman Bob 
Casey (D-Pa.) on improving 
health care for dually eligi-
ble individuals. Click here 
for the full hearing and here 
for Sen. Scott’s opening re-
marks.ternship coordinator 
at internships@scott.sen-
ate.gov or (202) 224-6121.
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Rep. Craig  A. Gagnon,  
District  11--SC House of

Representatives
February 10, 2022

It was a rather quiet week on 
the House floor. There were 
lots of things going on in full 
committees and the gates 
should open soon to a flood 
of bills. 
I voted for the following:
H.3444, this is a bill to clarify 

State Election Commission 
Statewide Authority and Re-
sponsibilities. It would estab-
lish the ultimate authority of 
the State Election Commission 
to ensure standardized perfor-
mance, conduct, and practices 
by county boards of elections 
and voter registration and 
that these local commissions 
are complying with applicable 
state or federal laws, as well 
as all State Election Com-
mission policies, procedures, 
and regulations. In addition, 

all candidates will have to pay 
filing fees, and may have to 
pay certification fees, wheth-
er or not they face a primary 
challenge. County boards 
would conduct all municipal 
elections. In its current form, 
this revised legislation also 
clarifies a voter’s domicile for 
voting purposes.
The House passed, as 

amended, and sent to the 
Senate H. 4570, which relates 
to the issuance of special 
license plates to service. The 
bill reinserts the provision that 
disabled veterans are exempt 
from the regular motor vehicle 
registration fee. This provision 
was erroneously struck last 
year. The bill adds the Meritori-
ous Service Medal to the list of 
special license plates for active 
or prior service members. It 
also reinserts the Support Our 
Troops special license plate 
that was erroneously struck 
last year. The bill repeals the 

SC Statehouse Reports  2022-The House of Representatives

House week in review
Members of Foreign Consul-
ates special license plate since 
the US State Department has 
requested that all states repeal 
the plate due to misuse in 
other states. 
I was granted leave on 

Wednesday, but The House 
amended, gave third reading 
and sent to the Senate H. 
4504, a bill stating that the 
purchase of a watercraft motor 
may not be taxed more than 
the maximum sales tax. 

As always, it is an honor to 
serve you in the State House.  
If you ever find yourself in need 
of assistance navigating state 
government, or if you have 
ideas on issues you want me 
to share with my colleagues 
in the House, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me at 
home at (864) 366-4112 or in 
Columbia at (803) 212-6934 
or by email at craiggagnon@
schouse.gov.

Hillary Clinton’s spygate against 
Trump campaign in 2016 has brought 
us to the brink of World War III

By Robert Romano
Americans for Limited 

Government
The Hillary Clinton campaign 

in 2016 hired an internet com-
pany to falsely establish links 
between former President Don-
ald Trump and Russia using 
data mining and other spying, 
surveillance which would con-
tinue at the Executive Office 
Building adjacent to the White 
House after Trump won the 
election and took office in 2017, 
according to a court filing by 
Special Counsel John Durham.

And it has, in part, helped 
bring the U.S. and Russia clos-
er to war than we’ve been since 
at least the Cuban Missile Cri-
sis of 1962 and the 1983 Soviet 
false nuclear alarm incident, 
where an early warning satel-
lite system incorrectly alerted 
the USSR that the U.S. had 
launched a preemptive nuclear 
strike. In the latter case, fortu-
nately Stanislav Petrov, the So-
viet officer on duty at the time 
monitoring the Russian early 
warning system, concluded it 
was a computer error and did 
not report it up the chain of 
command, which would have 
resulted in a retaliatory nuclear 
strike.

Today, the hotspot is Ukraine, 
and President Joe Biden and 
Western intelligence agencies 
are warning the world that Rus-
sia could invade any minute to 
intervene in the civil war there. 
So far, there appears little hope 
of a diplomatic breakthrough, 
and it is hard not to point to 
Clinton’s fake Russiagate alle-
gations partly as a catalyst for 
poisoning U.S.-Russian rela-
tions.

At first, the allegations served 
a political purpose. In 2016, 
it was a talking point. Trump 
was campaigning on improving 
relations with Russia. Clinton 
was under FBI investigation 
for storing classified emails on 
a private home server, raising 
concerns that Russia and Chi-
na had leverage on her.

So, Clinton upped the ante. 
The fake Trump-Russia allega-
tions would neutralize Clinton’s 
political negatives on the FBI 
investigation email server and 
potentially being compromised.

Per Durham, the information 
was cultivated by the internet 
company for distribution to the 
Clinton campaign, whose attor-
neys at Perkins Coie, includ-
ing Michael Sussman passed 
along to the CIA and the FBI. 
In September, Durham indict-
ed Sussman for providing false 
information to the FBI and for 
lying about his association 
with the Clinton campaign. 
The company was tasked with 
“min[ing] Internet data to es-
tablish ‘an inference’ and ‘nar-

rative’ tying then-candidate 
Trump to Russia… [in order] to 
please certain ‘VIPs,’ referring 
to individuals at [Perkins Coie] 
and the Clinton Campaign.”

The transfer of the intelli-
gence to the Justice Depart-
ment would then be used to 
produce headlines of an FBI in-
vestigation into a Trump-Russia 
conspiracy to steal the election, 
stories that were published by 
Michael Isikoff, David Corn and 
others in Sept. and Oct. 2016.

After Trump won the election 
and was sworn into office, the 
DNC sought to exploit federal 
contracts the internet company 
had with the executive branch 
in order to spy on the White 
House. Per Durham: “Internet 
Company-1, had come to ac-
cess and maintain dedicated 
servers for the EOP [Execu-
tive Office of the President] as 
part of a sensitive arrangement 
whereby it provided DNS reso-
lution services to the EOP. Tech 
Executive-1 and his associates 
exploited this arrangement by 
mining the EOP’s DNS traffic 
and other data for the purpose 
of gathering derogatory infor-
mation about Donald Trump.”

This is Watergate times 
1,000: Bugging a presidential 
campaign both before and after 
the election, and then carrying 
on the surveillance into the 
White House itself, all to es-
tablish a false “narrative” and 
“inference” that Trump was ac-
tually a Manchurian Candidate 
who Moscow controlled. It is 
almost beyond belief.

Sussman had told the CIA 
that, per Durham, who was ap-
pointed in 2020 by former Attor-
ney General William Barr, that 
“these [DNS] lookups demon-
strated that Trump and/or his 
associates were using sup-
posedly rare, Russian-made 
wireless phones in the vicinity 
of the White House and other 
locations,” another apparently 
false claim which the Justice 
Department upon investigation 
found “no support for these al-
legations.”

Sussman has also been tied 
to Clinton campaign efforts to 
hire Fusion GPS and former 
British spy Christopher Steele 
to falsely make links between 
Trump and Russia, and to hire 
Crowdstrike to investigate the 
alleged Russian hack of the 
DNC servers in 2016.

Suffice to say, the information 
provided by the Clinton cam-
paign led directly to the Justice 
Department’s top-secret inves-
tigation of the Trump campaign 
in 2016, which was carried over 
into the Trump administration 
in 2017, led to the recusal of 
former Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions, the firing of former 
FBI director James Comey and 

then the appointment of former 
Special Counsel Robert Muel-
ler, who ultimately exonerated 
Trump of any plot with Russia.

The Mueller report stated, 
“[T]he investigation did not 
establish that members of the 
Trump Campaign conspired or 
coordinated with the Russian 
government in its election inter-
ference activities,” and “the ev-
idence does not establish that 
the President was involved in 
an underlying crime related to 
Russian election interference.”

And, in the meantime, 
U.S-Russian relations went to 
hell in a handbasket. In 2019, 
the U.S. withdrew from the 
1987 Intermediate Nuclear 
Forces Treaty, the same year 
the House impeached Trump 
for considering conditioning 
military aid to Ukraine. The 
Senate found Trump not guilty 
after a brief trial.

On their own, the Clinton 
campaign’s Trump-Russia al-
legations were conspiratorial 
nonsense that might have been 
best reserved for obscure inter-
net forums on the dark web. 
The fact they were seriously 
pursued by U.S. intelligence 
agencies and then the Justice 
Department was what made 
them incredibly dangerous 
geopolitically.

For four years, we did not 
have a president who could 
talk to Russia. Not really. Clin-
ton saw to that. Military aid to 
Ukraine was off the table, too.

What crucial, top-level talks 
might have been had with-
out the Russiagate hysteria? 
Could peace have been made 
between Ukraine and Russia? 
Could treaties between the U.S. 
and Russia prohibiting nuclear 
proliferation been strengthened 
instead of abandoned?

Biden’s own hands in helping 
to spark the civil war in Ukraine 
in 2013 and 2014 when he was 
Vice President — Biden wrote 
in his book about pushing for-
mer Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych out of power to get 
a European Union trade agree-
ment ratified — could make it 
more difficult to reach an ac-
cord that avoids war.

We’ll never know the coun-
terfactual. In the end, if this 
does come to war, future histo-
rians might point to Hillary Clin-
ton’s ambitions to be president 
at any cost — including her 
willingness to cynically let the 
world falsely believe her op-
ponent was a Russian agent, 
even if it risked nuclear war 
— as a root cause. We almost 
elected a monster.

Robert Romano is the Vice 
President of Public Policy at 
Americans for Limited Govern-
ment Foundation.
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 Legislative summary  
Senator Mike Gambrell
Legislative Summary

February 11, 2022

On Monday, February 
7th, it was my pleasure to 
welcome Governor Henry 
McMaster to Anderson at 
the Sargent Metal Plant 
Ribbon-cutting on their 
new expansion.  Sargent 
Metal is a third generation, 
family owned business 
that has been providing 
metal fabrication solu-
tions for over 45 years.  
The South Carolina con-

tinued its debate on The 
Compassionate Care Act 
this week, giving it Second 
Reading on Wednesday and 
Third Reading on Thursday.   
The legislation was amend-

ed multiple times in order 
to ease the concerns of 
many of the members of 
the Senate as well as law 
enforcement.   If passed 
by the House and signed 
by Governor McMaster, the 
bill would allow people with 
doctor-approved medical 
conditions, such as but not 
limited to cancer, glaucoma, 
PTSD and multiple sclero-
sis to use marijuana in the 
forms of oils, salves, va-
porizers or patches.  South 
Carolinians could only get 
the marijuana through spe-
cific pharmacies, under the 
direction of a licensed Phar-
macist.  There are many 
provisions made to ensure 
that the medical condition 
can be verified and that 

the products are produced 
under strict guidelines.   The 
S. C. Department of Health 
and Environmental Control 
will create a commission 
to assist in promulgating 
regulations and evaluating 
the qualifications of those 
applying to establish a 
medical marijuana facility.    

Please feel free to con-
tact me on any issue.  

I can be reached at my 
district address, Post Office 
Box 194, Honea Path, SC. 
29654, 863-844-3614, or at 
my Columbia office, PO Box 
143, Columbia, SC. 29202, 
803-212-6032, or through 
my email address, Mike-
Gambrell@scsenate.gov.

CDC’s new study proves natu-
ral immunity is real and should 
lead to COVID policy changes

By Catherine Mortensen

A recently released study by 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) 
(https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/
volumes/71/wr/mm7104e1.
htm?s_cid=mm7104e1_w) 
showing that “persons who 
survived a previous [COVID] 
infection had lower case rates 
than persons who were vac-
cinated alone” should lead to 
COVID policy and mandates 
changes.

The six-month long study of 
four groups of people in Cali-
fornia and New York offers the 
best evidence so far that natu-
ral immunity is real. The report 
indicates researchers knew as 
early as October that natural 
immunity was stronger at pre-
venting COVID than vaccines 
alone, yet the CDC chose to 
withhold their findings until 
late January.

Throughout last fall, Presi-
dent Joe Biden and his admin-
istration aggressively pushed 
vaccine mandates on private 
employers, members of the 
military, federal contractors, 
and federal workers.

In mid-December President 
Biden held a news conference 
in which he warned Americans 
“We are looking at a winter 
of severe illness and death for 
the unvaccinated — for them-
selves, their families and the 
hospitals they’ll soon over-
whelm.”

But the CDC knew at that 
time that millions of Ameri-
cans already had natural im-
munity to COVID and ought 
to have been exempted from 
any vaccine mandates.

“This administration is the 
most dishonest in all of Amer-
ican history,” said Richard 

Manning, President of Ameri-
cans for Limited Government. 
“Biden knew, or ought to have 
known in October that natu-
ral immunity was real, yet he 
chose to push mandates that 
impacted the livelihoods of 
about estimated 100 million 
Americans, nearly two-thirds 
of the American workforce.”

It is unclear how many 
Americans with natural im-
munity lost their jobs because 
of the mandates. What is clear 
is that the mandates are not 
based on science.

“I’m not a medical doctor 
but I didn’t need a CDC study 
to tell me that natural immu-
nity is real,” Manning said. 
“Vaccines are man’s attempt 
to mimic naturally acquired 
immunity. There is no excuse 
for this administration’s per-
sistence in pushing bad sci-
ence.”

The Biden administration’s 
mandates and CDC guidelines 
appear to have influenced pri-
vate employers and organiza-
tions to adopt discriminatory 
policies toward unvaccinated 
Americans.

In November Green Bay 
Packers quarterback Aaron 
Rodgers and another player 
were fined by the NFL for at-
tending a Halloween Party in 
violation of NFL COVID pol-
icies.

A tweet from ESPN’s Kevin 
Seifert shows just what those 
policies are, at least as of last 
summer. Unvaccinated players 
are subject to all sort of harass-
ment, including being tested 
every day, masked at club facil-
ities and during travel, banned 
from sauna, banned from eat-
ing with teammates, banned 
from promotional work, and 
being told “they may not leave 

hotel to eat in restaurants and 
may not interact with anyone 
outside of Team Traveling par-
ty during team travel.”

In November Rodgers tested 
positive for COVID and spoke 
out against COVID mandates 
and discriminatory practices. 
So-called media fact checkers 
attacked Rodgers’ claims of 
natural immunity as false.

“Where are those same fact 
checkers today?” Manning 
asked rhetorically. “Of course, 
they are nowhere to be found.”

There hasn’t been a single 
update, correction, or retrac-
tion from the so-called fact 
checkers on Rodgers’ case.

And that is the problem with 
all of this. The Biden adminis-
tration came into office prom-
ising to “follow the science,” 
but as the science has changed, 
they have dogmatically pushed 
mandates based on outdated, 
debunked, and outright false 
information.

The new CDC study, com-
bined with the research by 
Johns Hopkins University 
showing that lockdowns are in-
effective at preventing COVID 
spread, ought to point poli-
cy makers in a new direction. 
House and Senate lawmakers 
in Washington should vote to 
defund all of Biden’s vaccine 
mandates in next week’s Con-
tinuing Resolution spending 
bill.

“Any lawmaker who claims 
to be for limited government 
but votes for a spending bill 
that includes vaccine man-
dates, will be held accountable 
in November,” Manning con-
cluded.

Catherine Mortensen is Vice 
President of Americans for Lim-
ited Government.
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Obituaries
Charping
Steve ‘Cheese’ Charping, 

56, of Abbeville, husband of 
Candy McCullough Charp-
ing, died Thursday, February 
10, 2022, at his home.  He 
was born in Elberton, GA to 
the late Joe G. and Loretta 
Young Charping.
Affectionately known as 

‘Cheese’, he was a 1983 
graduate of Calhoun Falls 
High School and formerly em-
ployed as an insurance agent 
with American General Life 
Insurance Company.  Steve 
enjoyed spending time with 
his family, especially his two 
grandsons, Cash and Rucker, 
who were the lights of his life.  
Many happy times were spent 
golfing, playing cards and 
getting together with friends.
In addition to his parents, he 

was preceded in death by a 
brother, Greg Charping and 

an infant sister, Shelby Ann 
Charping.
Steve is survived by his wife 

of 33 years, Candy, of the 
home; a son, Chase Charping 
(Tabatha) of Donalds; sister, 
Shelby Charping Dixon (Ste-
ven Cox) of Calhoun Falls; 
two grandsons, Cash and 
Rucker Charping and many 
nieces and nephews.  

A service to celebrate Ste-
ve’s life was 1:00PM, Sat-
urday, February 12, 2022 in 
Harris Funeral Home chapel 
with Rev. Scotty Willoughby 
officiating.  Masks were re-
quired.  The family  received 
friends following the service 
outside the chapel.
Memorial contributions in 

memory of Steve may be sent 
to Agape Care of SC, 326 
Montague Ave., Greenwood, 
SC 29646.
The family is at their respec-

tive homes.
A message of condolence 

may be sent to the family by 
visiting www.harrisfuneral.
com.

Harris Funeral Home & Cre-
mation Services of Abbeville 
is assisting the Charping 
family.

Steve ‘Cheese’ 
Charping

Obituaries
McGee
Margaret McGee, of Floyd, 

Virginia, died peacefully at 
home on February 4, 2022 
surrounded by friends who 
loved her dearly.
Margaret was born in 

Abbeville, South Carolina 
on September 19, 1949 
to John McGee and Jane 
Ballentine McGee Cox. 
She left Abbeville to attend 
Emory University where she 
obtained a degree in biol-
ogy. After graduating from 
Emory, Margaret attended 
the Medical College of 
Virginia where she earned 
a degree in physical ther-
apy and learned skills that 
would enable her to spend 
the rest of her life helping 
those with intellectual and/
or physical disabilities. Her 
most profound legacy is 
the countless children and 
adults whose lives were im-
measurably changed by her 
professional and personal 
devotion and support.
Margaret was as much an 

engineer and assistive tech-
nology specialist as she was 
a physical therapist. She 
was known for her innova-
tive, creative solutions to all 
of her client’s needs, often 
making her own adaptive 
changes when standard-
ized equipment was inad-
equate. She even made 
a wheelchair once for her 
hemiplegic chicken, Julia.
She had a private practice 

in NJ for many years and 
also taught courses and 
workshops in advanced 

methods of treating neuro-
logically involved children 
and adults. In 2003 she 
moved to Floyd, VA con-
tinuing to practice physical 
therapy and consulting 
nationally in her areas of 
expertise.
In addition to the many 

physical therapy clients she 
assisted, Margaret’s love 
of animals, especially her 
beloved golden retrievers, 
resulted in the rescue and 
care of countless four-leg-
ged beings. They were the 
loves of her life and she 
leaves behind Jack, Emma 
and Ramona.
Margaret had many pas-

sions beyond physical ther-
apy and animal rescue. She 
loved music and played the 
organ, piano, banjo, flute, 
harmonica and violin. She 
loved art and photogra-
phy and experimented 
with just about every craft 
that involves the use of 

one’s hands. She made 
handcrafted wood designs, 
molded clay figures, created 
sculptures with rope and 
metal and loved to draw.

A life-long learner, Marga-
ret obtained her Master’s 
Degree in Education from 
Lesley University thirty 
years after obtaining her 
degree in physical therapy. 
At the time of her death, 
she had completed all the 
course work necessary for 
her Ph.D. in Education from 
Lesley University and was 
working on her dissertation 
designed to raise aware-
ness that people with severe 
multiple disabilities have 
value and can be contrib-
utors to relationships when 
there is an expectation of 
some form of meaningful 
communication.
In addition to Jack, Emma 

and Ramona, Margaret 
leaves behind a clan of be-
loved and devoted friends 
who were her family. Among 
those who will deeply grieve 
her absence are Joan Ann 
Heimrich, Renee Leimgru-
ber, Janet Michaels, Debbie 
Kapsalakis, Kristen Birk-
meier, Karen Day, Debbie 
Durgin, Kim O’Donnell, 
Anita Castle, Jennifer Akers 
and Ann Shrader…

Donations in Margaret’s 
name can be made to the 
Floyd County Humane 
Society or Plenty! in Floyd, 
Virginia.  1tp

Margaret McGee 

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: U.S. Presidents
ACROSS
1. Short for specification
5. Knave
8. *Like President Eisenhower’s head
12. *One fourth of a Presidential term
13. Take-out handout
14. The Beast’s problem in “Beauty 
and the Beast”
15. *Pres. Eisenhower established this 
space agency
16. Thought
17. Body of water
18. *#22 and #24
20. First-rate, slangily
21. Terminate, as in mission
22. Lingerie staple
23. Public speaker
26. Ivory tickler
30. “Fresh Prince of ____-Air”
31. Most likely to win
34. Pot contribution
35. By surprise
37. Indian restaurant staple
38. Lacking justification
39. Office communique
40. Greece and Bulgaria peninsula
42. Overnight stop
43. Indifferently
45. Sturdily built
47. English course abbreviation
48. “_____’ it easy”
50. Oliver Twist, e.g.
52. *University of Virginia founder
56. African prairie
57. *Second most-popular Presidential 
birth state, after Virginia
58. Arm bone
59. Poem at a funeral
60. German title
61. Arnold Lobel’s “Mouse ____”
62. High school club
63. Clinton ____ Rodham
64. Hitler’s Deputy

DOWN
1. Update a FitBit
2. Sound of bells
3. “At ____, soldier.”
4. Modern tie forerunner
5. Aromatic lumber
6. Beside, archaic
7. Two of the same
8. *The only President who was a 
bachelor
9. ____ 51, Nevada
10. Law school entry requirement, acr.
11. Bear’s room
13. Edith Piaf’s hit
14. Meat of coconut
19. Digital tome
22. Trash container, e.g.
23. *One of three Presidents to win a 
Grammy
24. James Dean’s famous role
25. Remember this battle
26. *First to serve coast to coast
27. Indo-Aryan, as in languages
28. Did not smell good
29. Like yellow polka dot bikini
32. June 6, 1944
33. Salt in cocina
36. *a.k.a. Silent Cal
38. Loosen ropes
40. Deli acronym
41. ____ ____ help
44. Hawaii’s number
46. Mob offensive
48. High-pitched laugh sound, in print
49. Like Bananas Foster
50. “All’s well that ends ____”
51. Away from wind
52. *Second most common Presidential 
first name, after James
53. Type of gin
54. Cross to bear
55. Midday slumbers
56. Chill, with ‘out’

US House of Representatives

Submitted by 
Congressman 
Jeff Duncan

“Voting rights” is one of the 
hottest topics in Washington 
and will likely continue to 
guide the political conver-
sation through the rest of 
this Congress. Ultimately, 
I believe the discussion 
over voting should focus on 
election integrity – improving 
the public’s confidence in 
our election process by im-
plementing common sense 
security measures like voter 
ID requirements. 
Democrats, on the other 

hand, want to head in the 
opposite direction. We all 
know about their open bor-
der immigration policies that 
have led to a crisis at our 
southern border. Now, Dem-
ocrats are pushing to apply 
their open borders policies 
to our elections as well by 
allowing non-citizens and 
illegal immigrants to vote.
Over the past few years, an 

alarming trend has popped 
up in cities nationwide where 
non-citizens (foreign nation-
als), and in some cases ille-
gal immigrants, are allowed 
to vote in local elections. As 
I write this, non-citizens can 
vote in certain elections in 
New York City, San Fran-
cisco, Chicago, and some 
jurisdictions in Vermont and 
Maryland, as non-citizen 
voting becomes increasingly 
popular across the country.
Non-citizen voting dilutes 

the value of citizenship, 
normalizes illegal immi-
gration, and invites foreign 
nationals to interfere in 
U.S. elections. The idea of 
non-citizen voting is absurd. 
If an American citizen moved 
to another country, would he 
expect to have a say in how 
that country is run without 
first becoming a citizen? Of 
course not. 

Stop pretending non-citizen 
voting is normal—it’s not

I have introduced legisla-
tion to combat this practice 
since 2018 because of the 
dangerous precedent this 
sets and the impact it could 
have on the fabric of our re-
public. What I find interesting 
is that very few Americans 
that I’ve spoken with are in 
favor of non-citizen voting. 
Most people are either ap-
palled or refuse to believe 
this happens in the United 
States.
Being an American citizen 

comes with great benefits 
and responsibilities, includ-
ing the privilege of voting 
in elections to choose who 
represents us in govern-
ment. Allowing non-citizens 
to vote suppresses the voice 
of citizens, undermines the 
rights of Americans, and puts 
our democracy at risk. 
Policies like non-citizen vot-

ing erode our values and the 
integrity of our democracy 
by allowing foreign nationals 
to have a direct influence in 
important decisions ranging 
from policing to taxation 
to the basic rule of law. 
While Democrats may argue 
that they are only allowing 
non-citizen/illegal immigrant 
voting on the local level, the 
truth is that local government 
matters a great deal, and 
their decisions can impact 
us all.
To see the ramifications of 

terrible state and local policy 
decisions, one only needs to 
look to California. California 
is one of the nation’s leaders 
in seeking to disarm and de-
fund the police and promote 
illegal immigration through 
expansive sanctuary city 
policies. Seeing a potential 
voting bloc in illegal immi-
grants, it makes sense why 
Democrats would advocate 
for policies that run counter to 
the interests of most citizens 
but benefit non-citizens and 
illegal aliens. Just this Jan-

uary, for instance, Governor 
Newsom unveiled a proposal 
that would give free healthcare 
benefits to illegals residing in 
the state. 
This is an issue we can no 

longer turn a blind eye to as 
more cities adopt this radical 
policy each year. With the 
support of my Republican 
colleagues, I hope my re-
cently updated legislation, the 
“Protecting Our Democracy 
by Preventing Foreign Citi-
zens from Voting Act” and its 
companion legislation in the 
Senate sponsored by Sen. 
Marco Rubio will continue to 
gain traction in Congress. If 
passed, this would prohibit the 
disbursement of Federal funds 
to State and local govern-
ments that allow non-citizens 
of the United States to vote in 
any election. 
We need to stop pretending 

like this is okay or normal 
because it’s not. Non-citizen 
voting is explicitly un-Ameri-
can and disrespectful to those 
who fought and died for the 
preservation of our freedoms 
and democracy. 
American citizenship is spe-

cial, and for those not lucky 
enough to be born here, 
obtaining citizenship is hard 
work. If you have ever at-
tended a citizen naturalization 
ceremony, you know what the 
value of American citizenship 
is for individuals who worked 
hard to achieve the privilege 
of becoming a citizen.

There is no doubt we live in 
the greatest country on the 
planet. For centuries, people 
around the world have left 
everything behind in their 
home countries to come to 
the United States legally, 
gain citizenship, and achieve 
the American dream for their 
families. This is the beauty 
of America, and non-citizen 
voting tramples on the value 
of being an American citizen.
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GRACE CHAPEL AME CHURCH
704 Haigler St Abbeville • 459-5807
JACOB CHAPEL AME CHURCH
252 Jacobs Chapel Rd Abbeville • 446-7518
LONG CANE AME CHURCH
8 Long Cane AME Rd Abbeville • 366-9043
MT LEBANON AME CHURCH
150 Mount Lebanon Rd Donalds • 379-8286
MT OLIVE AME CHURCH
216 E Main St Donalds • 379-8470
MULBERRY AME CHURCH
2758 Mount Carmel Rd Abbeville • 446-3018
ROCKY RIVER AME CHURCH
245 Rocky River AME Church Rd Iva • 348-7014
ST JAMES AME CHURCH
203 Henry M Turner St Abbeville • 366-3118
ST PAUL AME CHURCH
1365 St Paul Ch Rd Calhoun Falls • 391-2772
ST PETERS AME CHURCH
118 Mount Carmel Rd Abbeville • 446-3488
SHADY GROVE AME CHURCH
700 Watts Rd Abbeville • 446-2318
AME ZION
MOUNT ZION AME CHURCH
845 Gilgal Church Rd Donalds • 379-8004
ARP

DUE WEST ARP CHURCH
112 N Main St Due West • 379-8159
DUE WEST ARP CHURCH MANSE
116 N Main St Due West • 379-8514
BAPTIST
CAMPFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH
130 Campfield Church Rd Abbeville • 446-3394
DUE WEST BAPTIST CHURCH
218 S Main St Due West • 379-8110
FAIRFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH
401 Fairfield Church Rd Abbeville • 446-2060
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
111 Ellis Ave Abbeville • 366-2597
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST CHURCH
2916 Hwy 72 E Abbeville • 229-3377
LOWNDESVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH
464 Main St Lowndesville • 348-2194
MISSION BAPTIST CHURCH
4448 Hwy 201 Leveland • 933-5812
MT CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
2550 Old Hodges Rd Abbeville • 446-3516
MT OLIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
30 Mt Olive Church Rd Ext Abbeville • 459-2827
MT PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH
503 Washington St Abbeville • 459-5829
NORTHSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
201 Marion St Calhoun Falls • 418-8392
ROCKY RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
3266 Lake Secession Rd Iva • 348-6581
ST MARY’S BAPTIST CHURCH
1011 Bethlehem Church Rd Due West • 379-2769
SPRINGFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH
817 Hwy 81 N Calhoun Falls • 418-8332
SOUTH SIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
505 W Greenwood St Abbeville • 366-4061
CATHOLIC
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH
102 E Pinckney St Abbeville • 366-5150
CHRISTIAN
UNITED CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
101 Center Rd Abbeville • 366-6525
CHURCH OF CHRIST
ABBEVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST
405 Grey Rock Est Abbeville • 446-3000
CHURCH OF CHRIST
1361 Old Douglas Mill Rd Abbeville • 446-7903
HAIGLER STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST
284 Taylor Town Rd Abbeville • 366-4931
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST LIFE 
CENTER
1300 Haigler St Ext Abbeville • 366-9422
ABBEVILLE CHURCH OF GOD
300 Whitehall St Abbeville • 366-9134
DONALDS CHURCH OF GOD
335 W Main St Donalds • 379-2671
MT OLIVE CHURCH OF GOD
307 Lee St Calhoun Falls • 418-8656
ST PAUL CHURCH OF GOD 
715 Secession Av Abbeville • 366-5136
COMMUNITY
FAITH OUTREACH COMMUNITY
1007 Cambridge St Abbeville • 366-0114
EPISCOPAL
TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
103 Bowie St Abbeville • 366-5186

GREEK ORTHODOX
GREEK ORTHODOX PARACLETOS
790 Gin House Rd Abbeville • 348-7535
HOLINESS
CONGREGATIONAL HOLINESS
921 S Main St Abbeville • 366-4323
INTERDENOMINATIONAL
SHILOH CATHEDRAL MINISTRIES
37 Union Church Rd Abbeville • 366-4300
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
KINGDOM HALL OF JEHOVAH’S
283 Hwy 71 Abbeville • 366-5399
MENNONITE
BETHEL MENNONITE CHAPEL 
2319 Hwy 184 Due West • 379-9796
COLD SPRINGS MENNONITE 
168 Cold Springs Church Rd Abbeville • 446-3892
SHILOH MENNONITE CHURCH
2604 Hwy 184 W Due West • 379-3218
WHISPERING PINES MENNONITE
7085 Hwy 20 Honea Path • 379-8404
METHODIST
SMYRNA METHODIST CHURCH
439 Main St Lowndesville • 348-7662
METHODIST - CME
MT CLEMENT CME CHURCH
103 Martins Mill Rd Abbeville • 446-3253
METHODIST - UNITED
BELLS UNITED METHODIST
2540 Flat Rock Rd Abbeville • 446-2751
GRACE UNITED METHODIST
145 Grace Dr Abbeville • 366-4166
MAIN ST UNITED METHODIST
300 N Main St Abbeville • 366-2367
SHARON UNITED METHODIST
246 Sharon Church Rd Abbeville • 446-2812
SHILOH UNITED METHODIST
198 Hwy 184 W Abbeville • 348-6002
PENTECOSTAL
CALHOUN FALLS PENTECOSTAL
1001 Savannah St Calhoun Falls • 447-8924
PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
ABBEVILLE PENTECOSTAL
109 Barnett St Abbeville • 366-2810
LOWNDESVILLE PENTECOSTAL
215 Depot St Lowndesville • 348-2598
PRESBYTERIAN
ABBEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
301 N Main St Abbeville • 366-2677
GREENVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
205 Greenville Church Rd Donalds • 456-2724
GREENVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
6158 Hwy 184 E Donalds • 379-2544
LEBANON PRESBYTERIAN
698 Mount Carmel Rd Abbeville • 446-2247
LITTLE MT PRESBYTERIAN
3836 Hwy 28 N Abbeville • 446-2677
NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1484 Hwy 28 Bypass Abbeville • 366-5684
UPPER LONG CANE PRESBYTERIAN
184 Hwy 20 Abbeville • 366-4350
WARRENTON PRESBYTERIAN
191 Watts Rd Abbeville • 446-8656

This Directory is sponsored by these
Businesses who encourage all of us to attend 

worship services at the church of your choice!

Visit the Church of Your Choice this Week!

Office: (864) 366-9663 • Fax: 366-9664

Diamonds
Gemstones
Watches
Clocks

Gold
Platinum

Silver

Since 1912
H.H. Turner Jewelers

Custom Jewelry & Repair

310 Main Street
Greenwood, SC 29646
Telephone: (864) 223-5920
www.hhturnersc.com

We Pay More for Your 
Gold and Silver!
Trade-in or Sell

GREENWOOD, SOUTH CAROLINA

DIGESTIVE DISEASE GROUP PA

Quality Care At A Fraction Of The Cost!
Our facility is the only licensed and accredited
GI out patient facility in the Lakelands Area.

• W.J. GILCHRIST, MD
• M.S.Z. BACHINSKI, MD
• B.T. GREEN, MD
• M.A. MASON, MD
• R. SADURSKI, MD
• C.A. TURNER, PA-C
• C.V. CRAWFORD, NP-C

864-227-3636   864-227-3838
Board Certified Gastroenterologists

Tel: (864) 366-5091
& (864) 366-8533

Fax: (864) 366-9872

SONNY’S
AUTO PARTS

804 W. GREENWOOD ST.
ABBEVILLE, SC 29620

SMITH’S
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL

Ask About
Termidor® Treatments

TERMITE and MOISTURE CONTROL
Termites • Roaches • Ants • Spiders • Fleas • Mice

Real Estate Inspection Letter (CL 100)
Fully Licensed and Insured • Free Inspections

20 Years Experienced Service

Banner Printing
107 W. Pickens, Abbeville, SC
Office (864) 366-5461
Fax (864) 366-5463
pb@bannercorp.net

Printing you
need

fast and
guaranteed.

The Press & Banner
and Abbeville Medium

Call 366-5461 to place
your advertisement.

716 Hwy 28 ByPass, Abbeville, SC 29620
864-366-5954  864-366-4825 Fax

Bob Whiteside
Adam Perdue

Abbeville Nursing Home
Caring for Our Community

(864) 366-5122

So then faith comes by hearing, and hear-
ing by the word of God.

Romans 10:17 (NKJV)

Carolyn Amanda Photography
P h o t o g r a P h e r  i n  a b b e v i l l e ,  SC

For inquiries and bookings, call or text (912) 306-5233

If you received a book in the mail 
(“The Great Controversy”) and are 
interested in Sabbath worship, you 
are welcome to worship Saturdays 
at 11:00 a.m. Come to 114 Overlook 
Dr., Hwy 254, Greenwood, SC 29649.  
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Legion Post 72 of CF 
has awards night

By Henry E. Green
American Legion Post 

72 had a special program 
Thursday night, and Post 
commander Mike Brandt 
presented awards on behalf 
of the post, to a number of 
individuals who had made 
oustanding contributions to 
the community.
Brandt presented Fireman 

of the Year honors to Roy 
Willoughby of the Calhoun 
Falls Fire Department.
Police Officer of the year 

went to Jordan Smith of 
the Calhoun Falls Police 
Department. 
Tamara Lee was recog-

nized with an Appreciation 
Award for the assistance 
she has provided to vet-

erans. 
Lee and Smith were unable 

to attend the program. 
A pin was presented to 

John Hudson, a new mem-
ber of American Legion 
Post 72. 
Mayor Rico Holland was 

in attendance as a guest.
Second vice commander 

Jim Kvan assisted with the 
presentation of the awards. 
Bobby Bryant of Renew 

Outreach Ministries pre-
sented the Post with an 
award.
“We allow Renew Out-

reach to use our building,” 
Brandt said Friday. 
The Post, which currently 

has about 25 members, 
presents awards every year 

to deserving individuals, 
after the Post votes on the 
nominees.
The Post meets on the 

second Thursday of every 
month at 7 p.m. at the Legion 
hall in Calhoun Falls.
Every November, the Post 

has a Veterans Day parade, 
and has a ceremony every 
Memorial Day.
“We also send boys to Boys 

State,” Brandt said Friday. 
Held every June, Boys 

State is presented by the 
American Legion for high 
school boys from through-
out South Carolina, to teach 
them about the fundamen-
tals of American govern-
ment and the American 
political system. 

Bobby Bryant (left) of Renew Outreach Ministries presented the Post 72 in Calhoun Falls 
with an award in appreciation of its service, and he was joined in presenting it to Post com-
mander Mike Brandt (right) by William Hudson (center). (Staff photo by Henry E. Green)

American Legion Post 72 commander Mike Brandt (right) presented Fireman of the Year 
honors to Roy Willoughby (center) of the Calhoun Falls Fire Department, with the assis-
tance of assistant commander Jim Kvan (left). (Contributed photo)

Ripple effect 
City Manager Blake Stone describes 
economic impact of festivals, AOH

By Henry E. Green
The Abbeville Spring  Fes-

tival and the Hogs and Hens 
Festival, both presented by 
the City of Abbeville and 
the Opera House have a 
definite  impact on the local 
economy, according to a re-
port given by  City Manager 
Blake Stone to  City Council 
Wednesday night.
From January through 

December of 2021, the 
Opera House had 43 per-
formances that resulted in 
an estimated $300,000 in 
visitor spending, and an 
overall impact of $1 million 
on the local economy, in-
cluding renovation work on 
the Opera House, Stone 
told Council.
More than 80 percent 

of those attending Opera 
House events came from 
outside  the 29620 zip code, 

with about 57 percent of 
that number coming from 
outside the Lakelands area.
“In 2021, the Abbeville 

Spring Festival and Hogs 
and Hens festival had an 
economic impact of more 
than $800,000 with an es-
timated 18,000 attendees 
across both events,” Stone 
told Council. 
“Combined, the Opera 

House and Festival Lineup 
had an overall economic im-
pact of roughly $1.8 million.
“Both the Opera House 

and Festivals are poised for 
additional growth this year 
with new event components 
being added.”
The Abbeville Spring Fes-

tival has traditionally been 
held at the first of May, and 
the Hogs and Hens festival 
is  held in October.
In other matters Wednes-

day night,  Council passed   
first reading on an amend-
ment ordinance of the City 
to update Chapter 2, Article 
4, Section 2-163 of the 
City of Abbeville Code of 
Ordinances, Boards and 
Commissions.
The City Manager or their 

staff designee will serve 
in a permanent ex officio 
position on the Abbeville 
Community Performing Arts 
Board, and this required a 
change in the language of 
the ordinance.

Wednesday night’s meet-
ing was held virtually due to 
an increase in COVID-19 in 
Abbeville.

Abbeville City Council 
holds regular meetings on 
the second Wednesday of 
the month.
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Abbeville High School (in white jerseys) defeated Crescent in varsity boys basketball 
action Saturday night in Abbeville. (Staff photo by Henry E. Green)

Boys basketball

AHS wins Region 
championship

By Henry E. Green
Abbeville won the Region 

championship in varsity 
boys basketball action Mon-
day night, thanks to a 51-48 
victory over Christ Church, 
in a game played at Liberty, 
according to reports.
AHS and Christ Church 

had been tied for first 
place in the Region, and 
a tie-breaker game was 

necessary.
The game Monday night 

was played at Liberty as it 
was a neutral site.
During the regular season, 

Christ Church and Abbeville 
had split, with Abbeville 
winning in Greenville and 
Christ Church returning 
the favor on the Panthers’ 
home court.
AHS  will now host Chesnee 

at 7 p.m. Thursday night in 
the first round of the state 
playoffs. 
Abbeville, which cruised to 

easy victories over Liberty 
and Crescent this week, 
has used a sticky, harassing 
defense against opponents 
this season, a defense 
which produced turnovers, 
which in turn often turned 
into Panther points.

Girls basketball

CF Charter set to 
host McCormick

By Henry E. Green
The Calhoun Falls Char-

ter  varsity girls basketball 
team will host McCormick 
Wednesday night at 6 p.m. 
in the first round of the state 
playoffs, said  Calhoun Falls 
Charter girls  basketball 
coach  Joseph Cade.
The Lady Flashes finished 

tied for first place in the 
Region, so they   finished 
the regular  as co-Region 
champions, and played 
High Point  Academy to 
determine first and second 
seeds in the playoffs for the 
Region.
CF Charter played High 

Point Friday night at Ware 
Shoals, a neutral site, and 
lost 71-34, so Calhoun Falls 

Charter is a second seed.
The Lady Flashes had an 

overall season record of 
13-2, Cade said.
In addition to playing High 

Point, the Lady Flashes 
played Southside Christian 
in Calhoun Falls and won, 
62-45.
Anastasia Gillam led the 

way with 23 points, followed 
by Autumn Thomas with 19.
“Our starting center  Alexis   

Sanders was injured within 
two minutes into  the first 
quarter” of the Southside 
game, he said.
Sanders was out for the 

remainder of that game, and 
for the High Point game, and 
she is not expected to play 
Wednesday, Cade said.

As for the McCormick 
game, he said, “We’ve got 
to play hard.”
When playoff time rolls 

around, you can throw out 
the regular season records, 
he said. “It can go either 
way,” the coach added.
The Lady Flashes “have 

got to be up for the chal-
lenge”, said Cade, who add-
ed that if the Lady Flashes 
play as they are capable of 
playing, “we’ll be OK.”
The coach added that he is 

pleased with his team’s reg-
ular season performance.
The Lady Flashes have 

beaten McCormick twice 
during the regular season, 
but “they have improved a 
lot,” said Cade.

Dixie boys to travel 
to Calhoun County

By Henry E. Green
Dixie will travel to Calhoun 

County this Thursday, Feb. 
17, in the first round of the 
varsity boys basketball 
playoffs, according to  Dixie 
head varsity boys basketball 
coach Josh Harbert.
“We finished up 5-7, in 

fifth place,” (in the Region) 
said Harbert Monday. The 
Hornets, who  finished 8-11 
overall, played three games 
last week, losing to McCor-
mick 33-27, and defeating 

Ware Shoals 80-50 and 
Whitmire 58-26.
Jared Ledbetter led Dixie  

with 19 points against Ware 
Shoals, while Corey Adams 
led the Hornets against 
Whitmire with 11 points.
Harbert said his goal at the 

beginning of the season was 
to have his team make the 
playoffs.
“We’ve got a very, very 

young team,” he said. How-
ever, the underclassmen on 
his team have been among 

his best players of late.
Against Calhoun County, 

Harbert is realistic. His 
Hornets will be playing the 
Number One team in the 
state.
“We will have to play our  

best game of the season” to 
have a chance at winning, 
he said. 
However, the Hornets 

have been playing some of 
their best basketball of the 
season here lately, he noted 
optimistically.

Dixie High softball

Lady Hornets have 
wealth of experience

By Henry E. Green
Will the Dixie varsity soft-

ball team win another state 
championship?
“I think we have a good 

opportunity to win it,” said 
Samantha Ferguson, who 
is in her first year as Dixie 
head softball coach.
Ferguson is a Dixie alumna  

who graduated from the Due 
West high school in 2016, 
and who played centerfield 
and catcher for the Lady 
Hornet softball team.
Dixie fell to Lake View last 

year in the state champi-
onship finals. Through the 
years, the Lady Hornets 
have won three state cham-
pionships, and Samantha 
was on two of them.
Returning from last year’s 

team are a number of start-
ers--in fact, all but one of the 
starters are returning.
That includes Weslyn 

Bensel, Ashton Crocker, 
Mati Cox, Hailey Hill, Alana 
Mitchell, Gillian Hughes, 
Merri Beth Jacks, Savan-
nah Brock,  Ellie Watson, 
Reaganne Stoll,  and Addie 
Smith.
Seeing her first year on var-

sity will be LaNya Dotson.
Who will play which posi-

tion is something Ferguson 
is still trying to figure out.
Tryouts for the softball 

team were held on Jan. 31, 
and the first scrimmage will 
be Wednesday, Feb. 16, 
against West Oak.
“We’ll be in the Greenwood 

Christian preseason tourna-
ment,” she said.
Both Dixie and AHS will 

participate in that tourna-
ment, which is slated for 
March 3-5 at Greenwood 
Christian, she said.
“On March 7 we open up 

(the regular season) “ with 

a trip to Union Day School 
in Union, 
This year ’s team has 

a wealth of experience. 
“They’ve played together 
for a long time.”
And they are all good 

friends, she said.
Weaknesses?
“We need to get hot  at the 

right time,” she said, noting 
that the Lady Hornets need 
to “get those bats going.”
Whitmire and High Point 

Academy  are expected to 
be strong contenders in the 
Region, said Ferguson, al-
though she notes that Dixie, 
which has won the Region 
championship a number of 
years, is a contender as 
well.
Asked how it feels to be 

a coach at her alma mater, 
she replied that she is in-
deed proud to be coaching 
at Dixie.

These Abbeville High School cheerleaders helped rouse the Panther faithful at the 
AHS-Ninety Six varsity boys basketball game recently. AHS defeated Ninety Six. (Staff 
photo by Henry E. Green)

Boys basketball

Abbeville gobbles up 
two Region foes

By Henry E. Green
The Abbeville High School 

varsity boys basketball 
team completed its regular 
season Saturday night, with 
a resounding  97-51 victory 
over Crescent.
AHS led the Tigers 19-14 at 

the end of the first quarter, 
and at the half the Panthers 
were ahead by a score of 
39-23.
The Panthers led 67-40 at 

the end of the third quarter.

Throughout the game, 
AHS went to its bread-and-
butter, a scrappy, harassing 
defense resulting in nu-
merous turnovers which, 
unfortunately for the Tigers, 
turned into points for the 
home team.
The Panthers also re-

bounded well,  in a game 
which provided the second 
immensely successful out-
ing of the week for AHS.
Earlier in the week, Ab-

beville annihilated Liberty 
80-42. 
AHS was to play Christ 

Church for the Region title 
this past Monday night for 
the Region title, and the 
game was slated to be 
played at a neutral site--Lib-
erty High School, according 
to AHS coach Doug Belcher.

AHS will definitely be in the 
playoffs, with its opponent to 
be announced.

Boys basketball

CF Charter to host 
Lewisville Thursday

By Henry E. Green
The Calhoun Falls Charter  

varsity boys basketball team 
will play  Lewisville in Cal-
houn Falls  Thursday night  
at 7 p.m. in the first round 
of the playoffs, according to 
Calhoun Falls  Charter var-
sity boys basketball coach 
Shawn Turman.
“We finished third (in the 

Region),” he said. The 
Flashes lost to Southside 
Christian Wednesday 32-

29 in Calhoun Falls, and 
the game’s outcome de-
termined the Flashes’ final 
standing in the Region, 
according to the coach.
Turman is not unhappy 

with the season, although 
one goal was to win the 
Region championship, and 
that championship came 
close to being a reality. “We 
just fell a little short,” he 
said. “We just let a couple 
of games slip away.”

The Flashes finished 12-4 
overall  and 8-4 in the Re-
gion, according to Turman.
“We had a lot of people step 

up this year and contribute 
a lot,” he said.

As for Lewisville, Turman 
and his team are in the 
process of learning about 
their opponent.

“We’re just ready to play 
Thursday,” he said.
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JOB VACANCY

2/2;4tc

Place  your 
ad here!

Classifieds & Legals
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
All persons having claims against the following 
estates MUST file their claims on FORM 
#371PC  with the Probate Court of ABBEVILLE 
COUNTY, the address of which is 903 WEST 
GREENWOOD ST., SUITE 2300 ABBEVILLE, 
SC 29620, within eight (8) months after the date 
of the first publication of this Notice to Creditors 
or within one (1) year from date of death, which-
ever is earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et seq.), or such 
persons shall be forever barred as to their claims. 
All claims are required to be presented in written 
statements on the prescribed form (FORM 
#371PC) indicating the name and address of the 
claimant, the basis of claim, the amount claimed, 
the date when the claim will become due, the 
nature of any uncertainty as to the claim, and a 
description of any security as to the claim.

HELP WANTED
ADVERTISE YOUR DRIVER 
JOBS in 99 S.C. newspapers 
for only $375. Your 25-word 
classified ad will reach more 
than 2.1 million readers.  Call 
Randall Savely at the S.C. 
Newspaper Network, 1-888-
727-7377.                2/2;sw

AUCTIONS
ADVERTISE YOUR AUCTION 
in 99 S.C. newspapers for only 
$375. Your 25-word classified ad 
will reach more than 2.1 million 
readers.  Call Randall Savely at 
the S.C. Newspaper Network, 
1-888-727-7377.                                    2/16;sw

Guard One Security has open-
ings for Armed Security in Mc-
Cormick County SC. Call: 757-
201-5078 with inquires.      2/9;4tp

Estate: Andrey N Melnichenko
Date of Death: 9/22/2021
Case Number: 2022ES0100025
Personal Representative: Elena Melnichenko
Address: 1637 Martin Road, Honea Path, SC 29654
                              2/2;3tc

Estate: John M. Carpenter
Date of Death: 12/6/2021
Case Number: 2022ES0100027
Personal Representative: Paul L. Agnew
Address: P.O. Box 98 Abbeville, SC 29620
                              2/2;3tc

Estate: Zenobia Pearl Bowie
Date of Death: 12/3/2021
Case Number: 2022ES0100029
Personal Representative: Thomsa Nicole Carson
Address: 22383 Charthouse Lane Carrolton, VA 
22314                              2/9;3tc

Estate: Michael Marvin Bongerz
Date of Death: 1/18/2022
Case Number: 2022ES0100031
Personal Representative: Joseph Robert Kiskis, Jr.
Address: 3307 Bellingham Drive, Orlando, FL 
32825                              2/9;3tc

Estate: Charles Robert Campbell
Date of Death: 01/02/2022
Case Number: 2022ES0100033
Personal Representative: Betty Campbell
Address: 466 Suttles Landing Road Iva, SC 29655 
                                                         2/9;3tc

Estate: Linda L. Bradberry
Date of Death: 01/09/2022
Case Number: 2022ES0100034
Personal Representative: James S. Bradberry
Address: 2084 Flat Rock Rd. Abbeville, SC 29620 
                                                         2/9;3tc

Huge Construction Equipment 
and Truck Auction – Friday, 
February 25th 9am – Now 
taking consignments. Call (843) 
426-4255 Worldnet Auctions 
1533 McMillan Rd, Greeleyville, 
SC 29056 SCAL#3965F www.
worldnetauctionslive.com           
   2/16;sw

Addison For Congress : Now 
Hiring & Training Campaign 
Workers, Fund Raisers, Poll 
Watchers, Voter Registration 
Aides, Absentee Ballot Work-
er addisonforcongress.com 
854-800-2555.                  2/16;sw

2/
16

;3
tc

West Carolina Fiber is seeking a FT Customer Service Representative for 
our Greenwood office.  Successful candidate will be responsible for assisting 
with customer inquiries, taking and posting payments, providing information 
and promoting company products and services. 

WCFIBER offers excellent benefits and salary.  
Please go to www.wctel.com to see full description and begin the applica-

tion process. 

J O B  O P E N I N G

2/16;1tc

Estate: Rendell Anthony Ford
Date of Death: 12/16/2021
Case Number: 2022ES0100038
Personal Representative: James Daniel Smith
Address: 549 Turkey Creek Dr. Ware Shoals, SC 
29692                                2/16;3tc

Estate: Sara Shirley Couch
Date of Death: 1/25/2022
Case Number: 2022ES0100041
Personal Representative: Jane Couch Osmeloski & 
Shirley C. Crawford
Address: 128 Bule Church Ct. Columbia, SC 29212 
& 1072 Old Douglas Mill Rd. Abbeville, SC 29620   
                                                      2/16;3tc

Estate: Tolly Harrison Price, Jr.
Date of Death: 01/20/2022
Case Number: 2022ES0100042
Personal Representative: Sara P. Boyd
Address: 60 Magnolia Dr. Abbeville, SC 29620      
                                                       2/16;3tc

Estate: Samuel E. Holder, Jr.
Date of Death: 02/01/2022
Case Number: 2022ES0100043
Personal Representative: Vickey Ricketts
Address: 775 Old Douglas Mill Rd. Abbeville, SC 
29620                                2/16;3tc

Dixie High School had signing ceremonies for three student-athletes Wednesday morn-
ing, with two athletes signing in softball and one in cross country. Gillian Hughes will play 
softball with University of South Carolina - Salkehatchie. From the left, front row, are Kelly 
Hughes, Gillian Hughes, and Greg Hughes. From the left, back row, are Ben Snipes, Sa-
mantha Ferguson, and Chris Bensel. (Staff photo by Henry E. Green)

Spencer Wieters of Dixie signed on Wednesday to run cross country at Presbyterian 
College. Front row, from the left, are Chris Wieters, Spencer Witers, and Ariene Wieters. 
Back row, from the left, are Katherine Wieters, William Wieters, and Brian Gamble. (Staff 
photo by Henry E. Green)

Dixie High School had signing ceremonies for three student-athletes Wednesday morn-
ing, with two athletes signing in softball and one in cross country. Weslyn Bensel (seated, 
left) committed to play softball with Columbia International. She is joined by Dixie softball 
coach Samantha Ferguson (standing, left) and Ben Snipes, Gary Stone, Chris Crocker, 
and Chris Bensel. (Staff photo by Henry E. Green)

Three Dixie young 
people have signings

By Henry E. Green
Dixie High School had sign-

ing ceremonies for three stu-
dent-athletes Wednesday 
morning, with two athletes 
signing in softball and one 
in cross country.
Wes Bensel committed to 

play softball with Colum-
bia International, Gillian 
Hughes will play softball 
with University of South 
Carolina-Salkehatchie,  and 
Spencer Wieters is commit-
ting to run cross country with 
Presbyterian College.
All three young people, all 

seniors, have been associ-

ated with excellent sports 
programs at Dixie, which 
has won state champion-
ships in both softball and 
cross country.
Bensel, a shortstop for the 

Lady Hornet softball team, 
gained All Region and All 
State honors at Dixie, and 
Hughes was a pitcher.  
Bensel expects to play 
shortstop or outfield for the 
Lady Rams.
Weslyn wants to study 

sports management at 
Columbia International, 
where she likes the “smaller 
school” atmosphere.

“I like the coach,” she 
added.
Hughes, who wants to 

study either agriculture or 
education at USC-Salke-
hatchie, where she has 
been impressed by how the 
coaches have worked hard 
to improve the program, 
from the playing field to the 
uniforms.
All Region and All State at 

Dixie, Wieters says that PC, 
where he wants to study 
biochemistry, is a small 
school that  is close to home, 
and the team has a “family” 
aspect about it.

Submitted by 
Erskine Athletics      

Department 

GREENWOOD, S.C. – The 
Erskine College baseball 
team (0-1) dropped its 2022 
season opener on the road 
against Lander University (1-
0) by a score of 2-1 to begin 
what will be a rain-shortened 
two-game set at Dolny Stadi-
um this weekend. A go-ahead 
home run in the 6th inning for 
the Bearcats proved to be the 
difference.
THE SERIES
Lander now leads the all-

time series 26-11 and have 
won five straight in the series.
HOW IT HAPPENED
Both starters cruised through 

their first inning of work, but 
Ian Jenkins began the bottom 
of the second inning with a 
first-pitch home run to open 
the scoring and give Lander a 
1-0 lead. Erskine starter Allan 

Erskine Baseball, Fleet drop 
season opener at Lander, 2-1

Saathoff stranded a runner at 
third base later in the frame 
as he settled in to keep the 
Fleet well within striking dis-
tance. But, the Fleet offense 
was held in check through 
the early innings as Erskine 
managed just one runner in 
scoring position through the 
first five innings. Then, in the 
sixth inning, Erskine found its 
breakthrough. A two-out walk 
drawn by Ashby Smith proved 
costly for the Bearcats as Cal 
Bocchino followed it up by 
ripping a double into the left 
center field gap to score Smith 
from first and tie the game at 
1. Saathoff kept the Lander 
offense quiet after the 2nd 
inning homer, but was bitten 
by the long ball again in the 
bottom of the sixth when Vin-
cent Derubeis launched one 
over the center field fence to 
put the Bearcats back in front, 
2-1. The Fleet had the tying 
run in scoring position in the 

eighth inning but were unable 
to score as Erskine dropped 
its season opener, 2-1.
THE PLAYER
Cal Bocchino was 2-for-4, 

including a game-tying RBI 
double in the sixth inning.
WHAT’S NEXT?
Erskine and Lander were 

originally scheduled to play 
a doubleheader at Grier Field 
on Saturday afternoon but 
rain has forced the teams to 
play just one game at Lander 
on Saturday at 5:00 p.m. to 
wrap up a shortened two-
game series to open the 2022 
campaign.
MORE ABOUT THE ER-

SKINE COLLEGE FLYING 
FLEET
Visit the Official Home of 

Erskine Athletics at www.
erskinesports.com

Follow us on Social Media – 
Facebook | Twitter | Instagram 
| YouTube | Photos



Classifieds

25% 
Off!

Sale on All            
Wood Burning Stoves                                               

435 ByPass 72 NW | Greenwood, SC | (864) 223-1660

& Gas Logs

NO SHADE

Licensed

Free Estimates

Tree removal, trimming,
Underbrushing, stump grinding,

Bush hogging, etc.

TREE SERVICE

Jeff Price 

NO 

tree

too

tall,

NO

job

too

small
(864) 446-8842
(864) 378-6077

Stan the Handyman

Call (864) 378-4423

• Home Remodel • Room additions • Carpentry
• Dry Wall • Windows • Doors • Roofs 
• Decks • Vinyl siding 
• Other small jobs

(864) 378-4423 
(864) 446-2705

Experienced Handyman specializing in:

ANYTIME  DRYWALL
Call Bryan Langley at 864-992-0057

Specializing in Ceiling Texture Removal & 
Painting, Water Damage, Drywall Repair, 
Wallpaper Removal, Skimming, Hanging, 
Finishing & All Repairs. 

Serving the Lakelands Area

Licensed & Insured
6/5;52t

SANDBLASTING 
OF THE 

CAROLINAS, LLC

Marlin Overholt

864-378-1604

FREE ESTIMATES

Bowen Painting
Interior-Exterior
20 Years Experience

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Rickey Bowen
864-379-3476

tfc

Mike Tucker Upholstery
IT’S TIME TO HAVE YOUR SOFA COVERED

mtuckeruph@yahoo.com

CARS • HEADLINERS • BOATS • PONTOONS
WOOD REFINISHING • CHURCH PEWS

Mike Tucker
3601 Hwy. 28 N •Abbeville, SC 29620

864-378-9682

Senior Living Apartments
For those 62+

(Rent based on income)
WOODVIEW APARTMENTS

1 Woodview Lane, Abbeville, SC
864-459-4409

One bedroom apartments available

6/
16
tfc

Accepting Applications
1 and 2 bedroom apartments

RENT BASED ON INCOME
Located at 104 Oakland Avenue, Abbeville

Appliances, water and sewer included

Call 864-366-9258
Equal Housing Opportunity, Handicap Accessible 3/

10
tfc

ABBEvIllE ARMS ApARTMENTSHIGDON’S
Septic Cleaning Service, LLC

379-8900
Special izing in Septic 
Tank and Grease Trap 

Pumping/Cleaning

Serving Abbevil le County & 
surrounding areas.

Kendall Swartzentruber - Owner/Operator 10/4;tfc

Home Improvement
SCHWARTZ

• Vinyl Railing • Vinyl Boxing & Siding
• Seamless Gutters
• Leafguard
• Replacement Windows
• Sunrooms/Screenrooms
• Decks
• Bathrooms
• Floor Bracing
• Church Steeple Restoration

Call David for all your
home improvement

needs at 864-378-4652,  
379-8486

42 Years Experience - Licensed, Bonded & Insured

PLACE YOUR AD IN PLACE YOUR AD IN 
97 S.C. NEWSPAPERS97 S.C. NEWSPAPERS

and reach more than 2.1 million readers and reach more than 2.1 million readers 
using our small space display ad networkusing our small space display ad network

South Carolina
Newspaper Network

Randall Savely   888.727.7377Randall Savely   888.727.7377
scnewspapernetwork.comscnewspapernetwork.com

Statewide or regional buys availableStatewide or regional buys available

B u s i n e s s / S e r v i c e  Director yList 
     With Us       
           Today

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS. 
Your donation helps fund the 
search for missing children. 
Accepting Trucks, Motorcycles 
& RVs , too! Fast Free Pickup 
– Running or Not - 24 Hour 
Response - Maximum Tax 
Donation - Call (888) 515-3810 

                                            2/16;sw

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  We 
specialize in safe bathing.  Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  844-524-2197 
                        2/16;sw

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-855-397-
7030 www.dental50plus.com/60 
#6258                       2/16;sw

EDUCATION
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING!  Become 
a Medical Office Professional 
online at CTI!  Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 855-965-0799 (M-F 
8am-6pm ET).                        2/16;sw

INTERNET/TV

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 
TB of data per month. Get More 
For Your High-Speed Internet 
Thing. Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions 
apply. Call us today 1-855-724-
3001.                                            2/16;sw

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & 
On-Demand On All Your Fa-
vorite Screens. CHOICE Pack-
age, $84.99/mo for 12months. 
Stream on 20 devices at once 
in your home. HBO Max FREE 
for 1 yr (w/CHOICE Package or 
higher.) Call for more details to-
day! (some restrictions apply) 
Call IVS 1-855-237-9741.   
                 2/16;sw

INTERNET/TV
DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment anywhere. 
One year of HBO Max FREE. 
Directv is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) 
Call for more details! (some 
restrictions apply) Call 1-844-
624-1107.                                        2/16;sw

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & Get a FREE 
$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on ALL Devic-
es. Call today! 1-877-542-0759  
                2/16;sw

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $49.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-877-649-
9469.                2/16;sw

FOR SALE
NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call 
Empire Today to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today!  
844-254-3873                             2/16;sw

Two great new offers from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask how to get the new 
iPhone 11 or Next Generation 
Samsung Galaxy S10e ON US 
with AT&T’s Buy one, Give One 
offer. While supplies last! CALL 
1-855-928-2915                              2/16;sw

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-844-775-
0366                                           2/16;sw

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your re-
liance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-888-655-2175                      2/16;sw

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
875-2449.                  2/16;sw

U p  t o  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  o f 
GUARANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. 
Call Physicians Life Insurance 
Company - 855-837-7719 or visit 
www.Life55plus.info/scan  2/16;sw

GOLD/SILVER
Cash Paid for Gold and Silver 
- Silver coins 1964 and earlier.  
We also pay cash for Sterling 
Silverware. Call 864-378-
7420.                 7/4tfc

Business for Sale - Aiken/N. 
Augusta. High income potential. 
Recoup investment in 2 years 
with existing clients. Owner 
financing available, 615-406-
2605.                            3/23tfnc

BUSINESS

REAL ESTATE
For Lease - Warehouse space, 
2200 sq. ft., located in Abbev-
ille - $400.00 per month. Call 
366-2500.                   11/25tfc

For Sale - We Buy Houses and 
Land. Need to sell fast? Cash 
paid. 864-378-0308.            7/2;tfc

For sale: 4 BR home on 4.6 
acres of land. 6475 Hwy 701S, 
Conway, SC. Garage, outbuild-
ings. $225,900. Call Bob at 
843-450-1309. Hoffman Corp.           
                9/29;sw

ADVERTISE YOUR VACA-
TION PROPERTY FOR RENT 
OR SALE to more than 2.1 mil-
lion S.C. newspaper readers. 
Your 25-word classified ad will 
appear in 99 S.C. newspapers 
for only $375. Call Randall 
Savely at the South Carolina 
Newspaper Network, 1-888-
727-7377.              2/16;sw

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite 
Needed.  $40/month.  65  
Channels. Stream Breaking 
News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commitment. 
CALL 1-877-378-0180         2/16;sw

Never clean your gutters again! 
Affordable, professionally 
installed gutter guards protect 
your gutters and home from 
debris and leaves forever! For a 
FREE Quote call: 877-324-3132
                 2/16;sw

WANTED TO BUY

FREON WANTED: We pay $$ for 
old refrigerants: R11, R12, R113 
& more! Certified Professionals. 
Call 312-535-8384 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com ¡Te 
pagamos por tu refrigerante!  
                                                              2/16;sw

JOB VACANCY
CLASS 1 AND NON CERTIFIED OFFICERS NEEDED

Job Description: 

The Calhoun Falls Police Department is looking for responsible 
Police Officers Certified by the SCCJA to maintain law and order, 
protect members of the public and their properties, prevent crime and 
improve citizens’ quality of life. 

Requirements:

Candidate must have a valid South Carolina driver’s license, be 21 
years of age, and possess the ability to meet the requirements of 
LE-1 Certification with the SC Criminal Justice Academy within one 
(1) year of employment. Candidate with a working knowledge of state, 
county, and municipal laws are preferred. 

* Also accepting resumes for Non-Certified

Job Type: Full-Time & Part-Time | Pay: BOE | Work Location: Calhoun Falls, SC 
Fax Resume to 864-418-9299 or call Chief Richey at 864-418-8503. 

2/
16
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