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At  S t  Edmund’s ,  we recognise that
Years  7  and 8 are a p ivota l  s tage —
where ch i ldhood cur ios i ty  meets
growing independence.

From September  2026,  Foundat ion
wi l l  open wi th in  our  Senior  School ,
of fer ing a d ist inc t ive  approach to
educat ion at  th is  important  point  in
a ch i ld ’s  development .

Year  7  and 8 pupi ls  wi l l  have the i r
own base in  our  state-of- the-ar t
Academic  Hub,  dedicated soc ia l
spaces and a pastora l  team of  Key
Stage Three spec ia l is ts ,  a longs ide
ta i lored PSHEE,  C i t izenship and
Careers  programmes.

Every  pupi l  i s  known as an
indiv idual  and encouraged to
develop the i r  s t rengths ,  in terests
and character.  As  fu l l  members  of
the Senior  School ,  Foundat ion
pupi ls  jo in  the i r  Senior  School
House f rom the outset ,  tak ing par t
in  compet i t ions ,  events  and
leadership and team-bui ld ing
expedi t ions that  foster  be longing,
mutual  respect  and school  sp i r i t .

Foundat ion prov ides a secure,
inc lus ive and rewarding star t  to
secondary school  l i fe.

THE VIS ION



PASTORAL
FOUNDATIONS

Every  pupi l  wi th in  Foundat ion is
known,  va lued,  and suppor ted.  

A  dedicated Head of  Programme
and team of  exper ienced tu tors
prov ide dai ly  pastora l  care,
ensur ing that  each ch i ld  fee ls
seen and secure.  

Smal l  tu tor  groups and regular
wel lbe ing check- ins  create  an
atmosphere of  t rust  in  which
pupi ls  can take r isks ,  make
mistakes ,  and learn f rom them.  

Pastora l  educat ion l ies  at  the
hear t  of  the Foundat ion
exper ience.  

Carefu l ly  s t ruc tured PSHEE and
wel lbe ing lessons explore
emot ional  l i teracy,  f r iendship,
d ig i ta l  l i fe,  and moral  dec is ion-
making,  equipping pupi ls  to
navigate adolescence wi th
empathy and se l f -awareness .  
 
A new Ci t izenship Programme
seeks to  develop communi ty
awareness  and a st rong sense
of  soc ia l  respons ib i l i ty.  







Academical ly,  Foundat ion br idges the nur tur ing env i ronment  of  the
Junior  School  wi th  the exc i tement  and r igour  of  Senior  School  l i fe.  

As  members  of  our  Senior  School  and Senior  school  houses ,
Foundat ion pupi ls  are  taught  by subject  spec ia l is ts  who combine
exper t ise  wi th  approachabi l i ty,  ensur ing that  lessons are both
inte l lec tual ly  s t imulat ing and personal ly  suppor t ive.  The curr icu lum
develops h igher-order  th ink ing,  research sk i l l s ,  and independent
study habi ts ,  whi le  mainta in ing breadth and creat iv i ty.  

Regular  ‘Learn ing to  Learn’  and Oracy sess ions develop
communicat ion,  cur ios i ty,  and cr i t i ca l  thought  — sk i l l s  that  wi l l
serve pupi ls  long beyond the c lassroom.  Pupi ls  a lso rece ive
ta i lored Careers  guidance.  

ACADEMIC  
FOUNDATIONS



L i fe  in  the Foundat ion Programme extends far  beyond academic
lessons .  Co-curr icu lar  oppor tuni t ies  at  S t  Edmund’s  are d iverse and
inc lus ive :  spor t ,  drama,  debat ing,  music ,  coding,  outdoor  educat ion
and communi ty  serv ice  a l l  he lp  pupi ls  to  d iscover  the i r  s t rengths
and pass ions .  

Leadership is  encouraged f rom the outset  — Year  7  pupi ls  take on
communi ty  and eco- in i t ia t ives ,  whi le  Year  8  pupi ls  mentor  younger
chi ldren,  lead spor ts  teams and organise char i table  events .
Through these exper iences they learn that  leadersh ip is  bui l t  on
serv ice,  in tegr i ty,  and teamwork .  

LEARNING 
TO LEAD

“At  S t  Edmund’s ,  we
bel ieve that  educat ion
is  about  more than
academic success .  By
encouraging pupi l s  to
explore the i r  pass ions
and take on
respons ib i l i ty  f rom an
ear ly  age,  we he lp them
grow in to conf ident ,
compass ionate leaders .”

 — Ed O’Connor,  Head





Lessons in  Years  7  and 8 at  S t
Edmund’s  are carefu l ly  des igned
to engage,  chal lenge and
inspi re .  A longs ide a s t rong
academic  core of  Engl ish ,
Mathemat ics  and Sc ience,  pupi ls
are in t roduced to  a broad and
enr ich ing curr icu lum that
inc ludes modern languages,
comput ing,  coding and d ig i ta l
sk i l l s  as  par t  o f  the core
curr icu lum,  des ign and
technology,  music ,  ar t  and
drama.

This  thought fu l ly  s t ruc tured
programme encourages pupi ls
to  explore new in teres ts ,  bu i ld
conf idence and develop the
sk i l l s  needed to  d iscover  the i r
ind iv idual  s t rengths .  Above a l l ,
our  a im is  to  nur ture cur ios i ty
and a genuine love of  learn ing
that  wi l l  suppor t  pupi ls
throughout  the i r  t ime at  S t
Edmund’s  and beyond.

A CURRICULUM
DESIGNED TO
INSPIRE





Per forming Ar ts  i s  centra l  to  Foundat ion years  at  S t  Edmund’s ,
g iv ing Year  7  and 8 pupi ls  the chance to  explore creat iv i ty,  bu i ld
conf idence and develop per formance sk i l l s .  Through Drama,
Music  and Dance,  pupi ls  co l laborate,  communicate  and th ink
creat ive ly  wi th in  a st ruc tured curr icu lum.

Lessons are pract ica l  and per formance- focused,  wi th  regular
opportuni t ies  to  present  work ,  re f lec t  and grow in  conf idence,
suppor t ing learn ing across  the wider  curr icu lum.

A broad co-curr icu lar  programme of  c lubs ,  rehearsals  and
product ions a l lows every  pupi l  to  take par t ,  whether  d iscover ing
new interests  or  developing ex ist ing ta lents .

Spec ia l is t  teaching and fac i l i t ies  prov ide an inc lus ive and
inspi r ing in t roduct ion to  per formance.

BUILDING CONFIDENCE
THROUGH PERFORMING ARTS



Through a broad spor ts  programme,  pupi ls  bui ld  conf idence,
teamwork and res i l ience,  whi le  developing habi ts  that  suppor t
the i r  phys ica l  and emot ional  wel lbe ing.

A fu l l  f i x tures  schedule  g ives  regular  oppor tuni t ies  to  represent
the school  and compete ,  apply ing sk i l l s  in  chal lenging set t ings .
These exper iences s t rengthen res i l ience,  spor tsmanship and a
pos i t ive  approach to  both success  and setback .

Whether  t ry ing a new spor t  or  compet ing at  a  h igher  leve l ,  pupi ls
are suppor ted to  improve and achieve the i r  best  across  footbal l ,
hockey,  netbal l ,  tennis ,  c r icket ,  basketbal l ,  badminton,  swimming
and f i tness .

SETTING THE STANDARD
IN SCHOOL SPORT



L i fe  beyond the c lassroom at  S t
Edmund’s  i s  enr iched by a wide-
ranging co-curr icu lar
programme that  encourages
pupi ls  to  explore new in teres ts
and develop the i r  ta lents .  Wi th
over  50 act iv i t ies  on of fer ,
inc luding more than 20 spor ts ,
every  ch i ld  i s  suppor ted in
f ind ing someth ing that  inspi res
and chal lenges them.

From spor t  and outdoor
educat ion to  music ,  drama,
debat ing,  d ig i ta l  innovat ion
c lubs ,  f ly ing school  and archery ,
these oppor tuni t ies  he lp  pupi ls
bui ld  conf idence,  teamwork ,
and res i l ience,  whi le
d iscover ing what  they enjoy
most .

Co-curr icu lar  l i fe  i s  a  va lued
part  o f  the S t  Edmund’s
exper ience,  suppor t ing the
development  of  wel l - rounded,
enthus iast ic  learners .

LIFE 
BEYOND THE
CLASSROOM 





The Year  7  & 8  spaces wi l l  be brand-new,  purpose-des igned areas
created espec ia l ly  for  our  younger  s tudents  as  they move up f rom
Year  6  and cont inue the i r  school  journey.  These welcoming
envi ronments  wi l l  g ive  pupi ls  a  s t rong sense of  ownership and
belonging,  of fer ing a space that  i s  t ru ly  the i r  own.

Whether  they are studying,  soc ia l i s ing wi th  f r iends or  tak ing t ime to
re lax  dur ing the school  day,  the spaces wi l l  suppor t  both wel lbe ing
and independent  learn ing.  Des igned to  fee l  comfor table,  safe  and
inspi r ing,  these areas wi l l  he lp  Year  7  and 8 pupi ls  grow in
conf idence,  bui ld  f r iendships  and develop pos i t ive  habi ts  as  they
progress  through the school .

YEAR 7  &  8  COMMON ROOMS





At  S t  Edmund’s ,  pupi ls  in  Years  7  and 8 are taught  by h ighly
exper ienced spec ia l is t  teachers  who br ing deep subject
knowledge and genuine enthus iasm in to every  lesson.  Thei r
exper t ise ,  warmth and h igh expectat ions he lp pupi ls  bui ld  s t rong
foundat ions and develop a las t ing love of  learn ing.

Great  teachers  change l ives ,  and at  S t  Edmund’s  they are at  the
hear t  o f  every th ing we do.  Speak to  our  pupi ls  and they wi l l  te l l
you that  the i r  teachers  are what  make the school  spec ia l  —
inspi r ing conf idence,  nur tur ing cur ios i ty  and suppor t ing every
chi ld  to  be the very  best  they can be.

GUIDED AND SUPPORTED 
BY OUTSTANDING TEACHERS



By the t ime they complete  Foundat ion,  pupi ls  s tand ready to  f lour ish
in  Year  9  and at  GCSE leve l .  The pupi ls  unders tand how they learn
best ,  how to manage the i r  respons ib i l i t ies ,  and how to care for  those
around them.  They have developed the courage to  contr ibute ,  the
res i l ience to  persevere ,  and the cur ios i ty  to  keep explor ing new
hor izons .  

I f  you are in teres ted in  learn ing more about  Foundat ion for  Years  7  &
8 at  S t  Edmund’s ,  p lease contact  head@stedmunds.org .uk or  ca l l  us
to arrange an appointment  and tour  on 01227 475600.  

THE NEXT
STEPS

mailto:head@stedmunds.org.uk
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ST EDMUND’S  IN NUMBERS

ACADEMIC 

ART              

SPORT

DRAMA      

MUSIC 

CHORAL EXHIBITION

ORGAN SCHOLARSHIP       

11+ | 13+ |  16+

11+ | 13+ |  16+

11+ | 13+ |  16+

11+ | 13+ |  16+

13+ | 16+

 16+

11+ | 13+ |  16+

EXCELLENT IN ALL AREAS

Orlando Bloom, Actor
Dan Caplan, Musician
Lawrence Durrell, Novelist
Sanjeev Gupta, Industrialist
Robin Jackman, Cricketer
Freddy Kempf, Pianist
Percy Mackenzie, Cricketer
Stuart Townsend, Athlete
Bernard Howlett, Soldier
Adar Poonawalla, CEO SII
Adrian Snell, Musician



Junior | Senior | Sixth Form

www.stedmunds.org.uk | info@stedmunds.org.uk | 01227 475 600

St Edmund’s Canterbury, St Thomas Hill, Canterbury, Kent CT2 8HU

http://www.stedmunds.org.uk/
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