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• Patio Covers

• Decks

• Decorative Concrete

• Shade Covers

• Pergolas

• Outdoor Living

• Fire Places

• Patio Furniture

• BBQ Islands

• Fire Pit Tables

• Deep Seating

• Umbrellas

• Outdoor Deco

• Blaze Grills

• Winston
• Hanamint

• Ebel
• Day Break
• Breezesta
• Polywood

• Cast

3644 W. Pioneer Pkwy | Arlington, TX 76013

(817) 461-9661

Sale
BBQ Islands

40% OFF
Regular Price
(Last Year’s Floor
Models Only)

Patio Sets

20%-35% 
OFF

Regular Price
(Floor Models Only)

Scan here for
location directions.

DeckandPatioCovers.com

DECK MASTERS



DUNGAN’S
FLOORS

2306 Virginia Pkwy | McKinney
Tuesday-Friday 8:30am-5:30pm

Saturday 10am-4pm, Closed Sunday & Monday

DungansFloors.com | 214-592-0601

Celebrating 39 Years
of Style & Comfort

Interior Design • Remodel
Custom Showers • Backsplashes

Counter Tops • Area Rugs
Carpet • Hardwood • Tile Floors  

On-the-Spot Financing

Ask about our
Bathroom Remodeling

Elevate Your Home
With Stunning Floors
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107 HERITAGE HILL DRIVE, FORNEY, TX 75126
MONDAY - SATURDAY | 10-6  •  SUNDAYS | 12-6

BROOKVILLE
ESTATES
FORNEY, TX 75126

L O V E R S
L A N D I N G
FORNEY, TX 75126

HEATH GOLF
& YACHT CLUB
HEATH, TX 75032

COMING SUMMER 2024
JOIN VIP LIST

COMING SPRING 2024
JOIN VIP LIST

  
    

STARTING FROM 
THE HIGH $300S

STARTING FROM 
THE LOW $600S

STARTING FROM 
THE HIGH $400S

DFW Home Improvement Issue.indd   6 ���������������ɐ$0




!��>"(%�&��!���"%!�,��!���)�%3�%"*�!��	��'�/����-�%�
	" �&� �&��(�>��!��'����" ��"��,"(%��%�� &.���>>� �!�
>")��*�'�� "!�� "�� "(%� 9� �"  (!�'��&� 4��%""�)�>>��
�&'�'�&��!��'����('(%���"  (!�',�"���")�%&���!��!��
�!��"%!�,/� �!�� '��� &'(!!�!�� �('(%����)�>"# �!'�"��
	��'���">���!������'��>(�0�

�%""�)�>>���&'�'�&�"���%&�?�#>�!&�%�!��!���%" �7/@<;�
&$0��'0�'"�9/?=9�&$0��'0����&��"  (!�',��"�&'&�&��"">&�
*�'��!�*�>��!����&'�!����!��!"�����"%�

��'�+�&.�
��!��'����" ��'��'�,"(���)�����!�*��'�!���"%�*�'��
'��&� $(��!'� �"  (!�',�*�'���" �&� &'�%'�!�� �!� '����
�����5966&0�

�'��")�%&���!��!�/����&*�#'�"���,"(%����'��,����-�%�
	" �&1� !�*�&'� �"  (!�',� �!� �"%!�,/���.� �")�%&�
��!��!��*�>>���)��,"(�&*""!�!���'�&#���"(&��" �&�'�&/�
�" #>�'��*�'��'��%�3��%���%����"#'�"!&��!��!"�����"%�


��'�+�&0���!��'����>""%#>�!�,"(���)�����!��%�� �!��
"��*�'��?�&'(!!�!��"#'�"!&�%�!��!���%" �8/9:8�&$0��'0�'"�

9/<7:�&$0��'0�3��>>�*�'��#>�!',�"��&#�����"%��!'�%'��!�!��
�!�� ���!��!�*�>���>"!�� � "%��&0

��'�%���,�'"�>�)��'���>(+(%,�>����,"(���&�%)���'�	��'��
�">���!������'��>(�.����&��"  (!�',��&���&��!���*�'��
'�����!�%�'��!�&��!�>�����!� �!��4��!�"!&�'�� � ��%&�
"!>,��">���>(�/�����&&�'"��������,�	(���%��*�'���"�'�
&>�#&��!&����"��'����"  (!�',/��!����>���&�����>(��"(&��
*�'����%�&'�(%�!'��(&'�&'�#&��*�,��%" �,"(%��%"!'��""%0�

�"� &'�,� �!� '��� �!"*� ��"('� '��&�� '*"� �!�%����>��
�"  (!�'��&/�&��!�'����

�����"��&�'"��"�!�"(%��

�
>�&'�*��%��,"(�*�>>����'�����%&'�'"��!"*���"('��!,�!�*�
�!!"(!�� �!'&� �"%��")�%&���!��!���!��	��'���">��
�!������'��>(�0�

�"�)�&�'��%""�)�>>���&'�'�&/�&��!�'���&����(>��'"(%����
�"���'"�&����!�#�%&"!��>>�'��'��%""�)�>>����&�'"�"���%0

�"��'��%/�>�'1&��(�>��,"(%��('(%�.

      
          

  

  

 
  

  

  
  

  
  

FORNEY AND HEATH
ARE THE PLACES TO BE!
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LIFE IS BETTER WITH A CUSTOM POOL



ACMEROOFSYSTEMS.COM

817-281-1150

Residential and Commercial Roofing
Complete Roof  Replacement

Hail Damage Inspection
Insurance Claims Assistance

Leak Assessment & Roof  Repairs
Gutters, Skylights, Ventilation

Home Remodel and Renovation
Outdoor Kitchens and Pergolas

Fully Insured
Award Winning Contractor

ACME ROOF SYSTEMS, INC. is a 
locally owned and operated roofing 

company serving the DFW metroplex 
since 1995. Our main focus is to 

provide our clients with quality work 
and a positive customer service 

experience, and we have over 35,000 
satisfied customers and have proudly 
installed over 55 million square feet of  

roofing in the DFW Metroplex!

Scan to get your
Free Roof Evaluation!<

Quality Starts At The Top!
Celebrating 29 Years!

Storm
Damage?

Call us at
(817) 281-1150

LIFE IS BETTER WITH A CUSTOM POOL
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Landscapedesigngrouptx.com
(972) 743-0250   |   (972) 467-6057

Family owned and Operated   |   Insured by Travelers

Arbors | Patio Covers | Outdoor Kitchens | Patios | Drains
Fireplaces | Stone Borders | Landscapes | Artificial Turf

Schedule your
Free Estimate Today!

You dream it, we'll build it!

“The team at Landscape Design Group did a fantastic job. They 
care about their work and the customer's satisfaction in the final 

result. I also greatly admire their attention to details, which some 
contractors try to skirt or dodge. We would hire Landscape 

Design Group again without hesitation.” –  Jim B.

A+

The first 5 customers to mention this ad
and sign up in April will receive a

FREE STAINLESS
PATIO HEATER

with any project $10,000 or more.

9 4 0 - 5 7 7 - 6 7 2 0

R E G A L  R E A L T O R S

K E L L E E . K A T H @ R E G A L R E A L T O R S . C O M

B U Y  O R  S E L L  Y O U R  H O M E  W I T H  M E
G E T  Y O U R  F L O O R S  C L E A N E D  F O R  F R E E

BUYING OR SELLING A HOME?

Originally from Texas, brings a wealth of experience and a dynamicOriginally from Texas, brings a wealth of experience and a dynamic
background to her real estate career. After spending an impressivebackground to her real estate career. After spending an impressive
15 years residing in Colorado, Kellee currently calls East Texas her15 years residing in Colorado, Kellee currently calls East Texas her
home, where she resides with her husband, threehome, where she resides with her husband, three    children, and twochildren, and two
canine companions.canine companions.

Known for her deep-rooted passion for her family, Kellee ȴndsKnown for her deep-rooted passion for her family, Kellee ȴnds    joy injoy in
supporting and cheering for her children in their various sports andsupporting and cheering for her children in their various sports and
cheer activities. Additionally, she embraces the serenity and thrill ofcheer activities. Additionally, she embraces the serenity and thrill of
spending time on the lake, indulging in water sports that invigoratespending time on the lake, indulging in water sports that invigorate
her adventurous spirit.her adventurous spirit.

Raised in an outdoor-centric family, Kellee's upbringing has fosteredRaised in an outdoor-centric family, Kellee's upbringing has fostered
a strong foundation in adventures, hunting, ȴshing  and a deepa strong foundation in adventures, hunting, ȴshing and a deep
understanding of land and home sales. It is this unique blend ofunderstanding of land and home sales. It is this unique blend of
experiences that has allowed her to excel in the real estate industryexperiences that has allowed her to excel in the real estate industry
since 2005. Kellee's initial venture into the real estate arenasince 2005. Kellee's initial venture into the real estate arena
commenced in the captivating landscapes of Colorado, where shecommenced in the captivating landscapes of Colorado, where she
honed her skills and developed a keen insight into the intricacies ofhoned her skills and developed a keen insight into the intricacies of
the market.the market.

Driven by a genuine desire to assist individuals in ȴnding their dreamDriven by a genuine desire to assist individuals in ȴnding their dream
homes or land, Kellee's expertise and dedication have now expandedhomes or land, Kellee's expertise and dedication have now expanded
to the vibrant real estate market of Texas. With a profound sense ofto the vibrant real estate market of Texas. With a profound sense of
responsibility, she prioritizes the well-being and satisfaction of everyresponsibility, she prioritizes the well-being and satisfaction of every
client, ensuring that each person receives the utmost care andclient, ensuring that each person receives the utmost care and
attention throughout their real estate journey.attention throughout their real estate journey.

WHO IS KELLEE KATH?

I  WANT TO BE YOUR AGENT!

BUY OR SELL
YOUR HOME

WITH ME GET
YOUR FLOORS
CLEANED FOR

FREE!

CLEANING PROVIDED BY
972-469-4703

WWW.STEAMWAVECARPET.COM
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Landscapedesigngrouptx.com
(972) 743-0250   |   (972) 467-6057

Family owned and Operated   |   Insured by Travelers

Arbors | Patio Covers | Outdoor Kitchens | Patios | Drains
Fireplaces | Stone Borders | Landscapes | Artificial Turf

Schedule your
Free Estimate Today!

You dream it, we'll build it!

“The team at Landscape Design Group did a fantastic job. They 
care about their work and the customer's satisfaction in the final 

result. I also greatly admire their attention to details, which some 
contractors try to skirt or dodge. We would hire Landscape 

Design Group again without hesitation.” –  Jim B.

A+

The first 5 customers to mention this ad
and sign up in April will receive a

FREE STAINLESS
PATIO HEATER

with any project $10,000 or more.
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4526 LORION DRIVE
ROCKWALL

3111 VZ CR 2301
CANTON

127 A & B CANDLELITE TRAIL
HEATH

13630 FM 47
WILLS POINT

DEE EVANS
972.567.0046

DeeEvans@ebby.com 

DeeEvans.com

 

New Price

2 Acre Lakefront Lots 

New Price

Barndominium W/ Guest House
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PROPERTY
SERVICES

469-684-9564pbrservices.net

Land Clearing 
& Grading

Retaining Wall
Installation

contact@pbrservices.net
pbr services pbr.services

Demolition &
Skid Steer Work

Sod & Turf 
Installation

Pressure WashingJunk Removal

PBR Property Services is a service company 
that specializes in both commercial and 
residential properties. Our team of experts is 
dedicated to providing you with the highest 
quality services to meet all of your needs. 
Whether it's junk removal, retaining wall 
installation, pressure washing, sod installation, 
new construction clean-up, demolition, or any 
other property needs, PBR Services has got 
you covered. We are committed to providing 
exceptional customer service and building 
long-lasting relationships with our clients.

Fulfilling All Your
PROPERTY NEEDS



“From concept to finished product, we’re with you through 
every step. Our design process revolves around you. The goals 
you have for the way you want to live in your home are our 
main focus, then we help you make your space beautiful. 
If you’re ready to transform a house into your home, contact 
Sterling Renovations and Design!”

WE HELP YOU FALL IN LOVE 
WITH YOUR HOME

817.421.4477  |  121 W 6th St, Justin, TX 76247  |  SterlingRenovationsDesign.com

YOUR DREAM HOME, YOUR WAY.



NEW CONSTRUCTION HOMES 
FROM THE MID $300S

THE VILLAGES OF HURRICANE CREEK, ANNA, TEXAS 
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:H�NQRZ�WKDW�ZKHQ�\RX�HQYLVLRQ�\RXU�GUHDP�KRPH��LW�LV�ā�OOHG�ZLWK�D�OX[XU\�NLWFKHQ��EHGURRPV�IRU�WKH�ZKROH�
IDPLO\��DQG�JRUJHRXV�ZRRG�Ă�RRULQJ��%HD]HU�LV�KHOSLQJ�PDNH�\RXU�GUHDPV�EHFRPH�UHDOLW\�IURP�)HEUXDU\��VW�WKURXJK�
WKH���VW���ZKHQ�\RX�EXLOG�LQ�HLWKHU�KRPH�VHULHV�DW�7KH�9LOODJHV�RI�+XUULFDQH�&UHHN�LQ�$QQD��7;��UHFHLYH�IUHH�
ZRRG�Ă�RRUV
�LQ�\RXU�QHZ�KRPH��<RXU�KRPH�ZRQÚW�RQO\�EH�EHDXWLIXO�IURP�WKH�RXWVLGH���DOO�KRPHV�LQ�7KH�9LOODJHV�
RI�+XUULFDQH�&UHHN�DUH�(1(5*<�67$5o�DQG�,QGRRU�DLU3/86�TXDOLā�HG��DQG�UHFHLYH�DQ�RIā�FLDO�FHUWLā�FDWLRQ�IURP�
WKH�8�6��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(QHUJ\�DV�D�'2(�=HUR�(QHUJ\�5HDG\�+RPHé��,Q�IDFW��WKDW�PDNHV�WKHVH�KRPHV�WKH�PRVW�
HQHUJ\�HIā�FLHQW�KRPHV�EXLOW�E\�%HD]HU�WRGD\��0DNH�VXUH�WKDW�ZKHQ�\RX�SODQ�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH��\RXU�KRPH�ZLOO�EH�
UHDG\�IRU�DQ\WKLQJ��7KH�9LOODJHV�RI�+XUULFDQH�&UHHN�RIIHUV���KRPH�VHULHV��ZLWK���
�DQG���
�KRPHVLWH�VL]HV�DYDLODEOH��
DQG�LV�LQ�$QQD�,6'��)LQG�WKH�ULJKW�Ă�RRUSODQ�IRU�\RXU�IDPLO\�DQG�\RXU�EXGJHW�DW�7KH�9LOODJHV�RI�+XUULFDQH�&UHHN��
9LVLW�RXU�1HZ�+RPH�&RXQVHORUV�WRGD\�DQG�OHWÚV�EXLOG�\RXU�IXWXUH�

TO LEARN MORE: 
VISIT BEAZER.COM OR CALL (682) 500-3939

HOURS OF OPERATION
MONDAY - SATURDAY: 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
SUNDAY: 12:00 PM - 6:00 PM

MODEL CAN BE TOURED AT:
3205 CROSS SHORE DRIVE, ANNA, TEXAS 75409
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Free Estimate  •  Warranty Provided  •  References Provided

972.569.9719  •  AmeriTexRoofing.net
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Is your home Clean for Spring?
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�LIVING MAGAZINE

DALLAS-FORTH WORTH HOME IMPROVEMENT ISSUE
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT
22 I CANYON OAK POOLS
26 I TIMBER RIDGE ESTATES
28 | UPPER TRINITY REGIONAL WATER DISTRICT
34 | RIGHT CHOICE PAINTING & CONSTRUCTION
42 | EURO DESIGN BUILD
46 | STATELY DESIGN & RENOVATION

PROFILED
31 | SMITTY’S FLOOR COVERINGS
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��  EC O  ST Y L E
 Designing with natural materials and elements

��  ST E P P I N G  I N  ST Y L E
 Flooring is more than just the  

ground beneath your feet

��  ST Y L ES E N S E  D ES I G N  Q U I Z
 What sense will  complement your story?

��  P L AY I N G  I N  T H E  D I R T
 Gardening with kids isn’t just fun, it’s healthy, too

��  L I V I N G  C O LO R
 On trend hues reflect comforting l ifestyle design

��  A  S M O OT H  S A L E
 Avoiding real estate pitfalls

��  A  B L U E P R I N T  FO R  S U C C ES S
 What to consider when building a home

��  F I R ST  I M P R ES S I O N
 Give a l ift to your home’s  

most prominent feature

��  BY  D ES I G N
 What to consider when planning an addition

��  P O O L  PA R T Y
 Make a splash with designs and features

��  N OT  A N  O P E N  A N D  S H U T  C A S E
 Tech savvy garage doors

��  B EC KO N I N G  B U TT E R F L I ES
 How to plan a garden they will  love

��  S P E N D I N G  T H AT  PAYS  O F F
 Get a return on investment  

with these home updates

��  R E A DY  S E T  S W I M
 Prep your pool for some fun in the sun

��  G R O U N D  R U L ES
 Get your yard ready for Spring

��  A  LO A D E D  D EC K
 Styles and materials you  

can enjoy for years to come
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��  D O N ’ T  B E  A L A R M E D
 Stay safe with home security

��  T H E  A R T  O F  D O I N G  L A U N D R Y
 Tips to make this chore more fun

��  WAT E R  W I S E
 Care for the environment  

and save money too

��  L E T  I T  G O
 Everything you need to know  

to get rid of unwanted stuff

��  T U R N  U P  T H E  H E AT
 Maintenance is key to staying in hot water

��  D W E L L I N G  D E TO X
 Boost your home’s health factor

��  P R OT ECT  YO U R  P U P
 Help your dog stay cool in the summer heat



WHO YOU 
BUILD  WITH 

MATTERS
LOCAL LY OWNED AND OPERATED

CANYON OAK POOLS

B Y  M E R E D I T H  K N I G H T  |  P H O T O S  B Y  D A L L A S  M C N E A L  P H O T O G R A P H Y
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RETHINKING THE 
POOL-BUILDING EXPERIENCE
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A TEAM YOU CAN TRUST
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PAYING IT FORWARD
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WHERE WAS YOUR POOL CONTRACTOR 
DURING THE FREEZE OF JANUARY 2024? 

For customers of Canyon Oak 
Pools, he was just a FaceT ime 
cal l  away. That’s easy when 
you have your contractor ’s 
personal cel l  number.  Dur ing 
those uncer tain days, Larr y 
Parnel l  ta lked many a pool 
owner through the freeze 
protect ion process for their 
pool .  A l l  sur v ived unscathed, 
and Canyon Oak Pools had 
even more customers for l i fe .

2150 SOUTH CENTRAL EXPRESSWAY,  SUITE 200 
MCKINNEY,  TEXAS 75070 
(972)  561-9090
CANYONOAKPOOLS.COM
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Natural is in, including using natural materials and elements in interior 
design. Versatile and appealing, they fit with almost any style, from cozy 
boho and comfortable transitional to minimalist or relaxed opulence. 
Below are a few ideas to kick-start your creativity and find new ways 
to enhance your home with wood, stone, and organic fibers.

WOOD: Using rough-cut and reclaimed wood remains popular, but don’ t 
shy away from finished wooden pieces. Place a low, polished live edge 
bench at the end of a bed instead of an upholstered piece by the fireplace, 
or use it as a coffee table instead of a large, tufted ottoman.

Another way to use finished wood is with a gorgeous hardwood dining 
table. If you’re into sustainability, f ind one you like at a consignment shop 
or an estate sale. The wood you select depends on the look you’re going 
for. Mahogany, for example, is luxurious and elegant . Walnut , known for its 
vibrant , rich color, has tight grains, often with swirls and wave patterns. 
Maple is light-colored with a smooth, even grain unless you splurge for 
birds-eye maple, which has swirling eyes within smooth grain lines. Soften 
it and add color, if you wish, with upholstered chairs. 

And remember hardwood flooring. Sure, luxury vinyl that simulates wood 
is a popular choice for its ease of maintenance and durability, but there’s 
nothing like the eye-catching appeal of real hardwood floors. 

BY ANNE T TE BROOKS
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STONE: Timeless and often breathtaking, stone is one 
of the easiest ways to add natural materials to your 
home décor. The options are almost limitless. Flooring, 
countertops, backsplashes, vases, wall cladding, f ireplace 
mantels, shower surrounds, lamps, candle holders, coffee 
tables, sculptures — and the list goes on. 

As with wood, the type of stone you select depends 
on the aesthetic you’re going for. It also depends on 
where you’re going to use it . Sedimentary stones such 
as limestone, sandstone, and travertine tend to be more 
porous and softer. Metamorphic stones like marble, 
quartzite, and slate are harder than sedimentary stone. 
Granite, which is volcanic in origin, is one of the hardest 
natural materials on earth. 

If you have the option, choosing your own stone slabs 
puts the control in your hands, and you’ll know what the 
finished product should look like.

ORGANIC FIBERS: Natural f iber fabrics and décor 
accessories complement styles like modern farmhouse 
and add elegant comfort to vir tually any living space, 
regardless of the style. Fabrics made from cotton, wool , 
jute, and sisal add warmth, softness, and tex ture to your 
home. Linen especially pairs well with minimalist design. 

Choose natural f ibers for throws and pillows coverings, 
rugs, upholstered ottomans and benches, and wall ar t , 
such as a grouping of sisal trays or shallow baskets. 
Or make a bold, beautiful statement with a striking 
mohair velvet sectional sofa. (Mohair velvet is a plush, 
durable upholstery fabric made from wool shorn from 
Angora goats.)

DECORATE WITH INDOOR 
PLANTS AND TREES: 
Beautifying your home with plants builds a closer 
connection with the outdoors, but did you know that 
research indicates indoor plants may reduce 
psychological and physiological stress, too?

If you’re new to growing plants indoors or have recently 
moved, consider your home’s environment room by room. 
Is it drafty or dry in the winter months? What kind of 
natural light is available for how many hours of the day? 
Lastly, determine how much available space you have 
for plants. A fiddle leaf f ig , for example, usually grows 
to about 10 feet or more indoors.

When selecting plants, match them with your home’s 
environment to ensure they will grow and thrive with 
proper care. You can create groupings of smaller plants, 
go all-out and install a living plant wall , or invest in a 
couple of large statement plants. I especially love my 
Ponderosa lemon and kaffir lime trees. They ’re fairly low 
maintenance and easy to keep in great condition with 
plenty of sunshine and brief, daily misting. I move them 
outside in the summer and watch them grow like crazy. 
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T I M B E R 
R I D G E 
ES TAT ES
THREE HOURS FROM DFW 
B U T  A  WORL D A PART
B Y  M E R E D I T H  K N I G H T
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THE GENESIS
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“  T IMBER R IDGE ESTATES 
 HAS BEEN A  WONDERFUL 
 ESCAPE FROM OUR BUSY 
 L IVES .  OUR L ITTLE 
 DAUGHTER,  EMILY,  ALSO 
 LOVES THE CABIN  AND 
 REALLY ENJOYS THE 
 OUTDOORS.  THE  TRE 
 COMMUNITY HAS BEEN 
 VERY WELCOMING, 
 AND WE LOOK FORWARD 
 TO  MANY OF  OUR NEW 
 FR IENDS AND NE IGHBORS 
 JO IN ING US HERE . ”
 –  MARK H ILL

CONTACT
(940) 736 6599
TIMBERRIDGEOKLAHOMA.COM
BRENDA@THEBRENDARICHEYGROUP.COM

��� 	 � � � � � � �  � 
 �  L I V I N G M A G A Z I N E . N E T 27D F W  H O M E  I M P R OV E M E N T  I S S U E 



#66+8�"8/4/:?� +-/54'2�$':+8�
�/9:8/):�/9�+4)5;8'-/4-�25)'2�
8+9/*+4:9�:5�62+*-+�:5�=':+8�
:.+/8� ?'8*9�45�358+� :.'4�

:=5�*'?9�'�=++1�'4*�45:�*;8/4-�:.+�
.+':�5,�:.+�*'?	��?�62+*-/4-�:5�=':+8�
2+99�,8+7;+4:2?��8+9/*+4:9�2/</4-�/4�#66+8�
"8/4/:?A9�9+8</)+�'8+'�)'4�8+)+/<+�=':+8�
9'</4-9�8+='8*9�'4*�2'4*9)'6+�8+2':+*�
-/<+'='?9	�#66+8�"8/4/:?� 685</*+9�
*8/41/4-�=':+8�:5�6'8:9�5,��+4:54�'4*�
�522/4��5;4:/+9	��

"5�:'1+�:.+�62+*-+��</9/:�$':+8�+99&'22	
FRP�DQG�ā�OO�RXW�WKH�SOHGJH�IRUP��4XDOLā�HG�
8+9/*+4:9�=/22�8+)+/<+�,8++�9='-�'4*�(+�
+4:+8+*�/4:5�=++12?�*8'=/4-9�,58�'�,8++�
/88/-':/54�+<'2;':/54��<'2;+*�':����
�	�
�**/:/54'22?��/4��):5(+8��:.8++�-8'4*�
68/@+�=/44+89�=/22�(+�8'4*532?�9+2+):+*�
:5� 8+)+/<+�(5:.�'� ,8++�685,+99/54'2
2'4*9)'6+�)549;2:':/54�'4*�'��


�-/,:�

)'8*�,58�62'4:9�:5� 55:+*��4��'� 25)'2�
4;89+8?�'4*�-'8*+4�)+4:+8	�".+�=+(9/:+�
'295�5,,+89�2'4*9)'6+�)2'99+9��=++12?�
=':+8/4-�:/69��'4*�.'4*9�54�/4,583':/54�
'(5;:�.5=�:5�8+*;)+�5;:*558�=':+8/4-	�

".+�4+=��3'4*':58?�:=5�*'?�6+8�=++1�
=':+8/4-�9).+*;2+�/9�/4�62')+�:5�8+*;)+�
=':+8�;9'-+�'4*�.+26�685:+):�:.+�=':+8�
:8+':3+4:�/4,8'9:8;):;8+�,58�:./9�,'9:�
-85=/4-�8+-/54��=./2+�9'</4-�8+9/*+4:9�
354+?�54�=':+8�(/229	�#66+8�"8/4/:?�
8+)533+4*9�*/9)54:/4;/4-�5;:*558�
/88/-':/54�*;8/4-�:.+�=/4:+8	�

B�:A9�5;8�05(�:5�3'1+�9;8+�+<+8?�:/3+�?5;�
:;84�54�?5;8�:'6��=':+8�)53+9�5;:�C�9'/*�
�'88?��'::+8954��#66+8�"8/4/:?A9�+>+);:/<+�
*/8+):58	�B".+�9:+'*?�-85=:.�/4��58:.�
"+>'9�'4*�5;8�.5::+8��*8/+8�9;33+89�
3'1+�/:�/3658:'4:�:5�;9+�542?�:.+�=':+8�
5;8�?'8*9�'):;'22?�4++*	C

�58+�:.'4�.'2,�:.+�=':+8�;9+*�/4��58:.�
"+>'9�*;8/4-�:.+�9;33+8�/9�,58�5;:*558�
=':+8/4-��=./).�'35;4:9�:5�(/22/549�
5,�-'22549�'662/+*�:5�?'8*9�'44;'22?	�
�58:;4':+2?��/:�*5+94A:�:'1+�3;).�=':+8�
,58� ?5;8� ?'8*� :5� :.8/<+	��8'99� '4*�
4':/<+�62'4:9�'8+�"+>'9�:5;-.	��4�,'):��/,�
ZDWHUHG�HIā�FLHQWO\��SODQWV�WKULYH�ZLWK
2+99�,8+7;+4:�=':+8/4-	�

�2'4:9�=':+8+*�;6�:5�:=/)+�'�=++1�*+<+256�
*++6+8�'4*�.+'2:./+8�855:�9?9:+39	�"./9�
8+9;2:9�/4�(+::+8�5<+8'22�62'4:�.+'2:.��
=./).�/4)8+'9+9�62'4:�8+9/2/+4)+�*;8/4-�
+>:8+3+�:+36+8':;8+9��.5:�58�)52*�	�
�8+7;+4:�=':+8/4-�)'4�=+'1+4�'�62'4:�
(?�+4)5;8'-/4-�9.'225=�855:�-85=:.��
3'1/4-�/:�.'8*+8�:5�9;8</<+�.+':	�

“CYCLE AND SOAK” FOR A HEALTHIER LAWN
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C O V E R  P H O T O  B Y  K A R E N  G N E P P E R  P H O T O G R A P H Y

PLEDGE TO WATER 
NO MORE THAN
TWO DAYS A WEEK
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•  P l e d g e  t o  o n l y  w a t e r  u p  t o  t w o 
 d a y s  a  w e e k  t h i s   g r o w i n g  s e a s o n

•  V i s i t  Wa t e r L e s s Ya l l . c o m

•  F i l l  o u t  t h e  f o r m  ( y o u  m u s t  l i v e 
 w i t h i n  U p p e r  Tr i n i t y ’s  s e r v i c e  a r e a )

•  Q u a l i f i e d  e n t r a n t s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  s w a g 
 a n d  b e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a  w e e k l y  d r a w i n g 
 f o r  a  f r e e  i r r i g a t i o n  e v a l u a t i o n

•  T h r e e  g r a n d  p r i z e  w i n n e r s  w i l l 
 r e c e i v e  b o t h  a  f r e e  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
 l a n d s c a p e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  $ 5 0 0 
 g i f t  c a r d  f o r  p l a n t s  t o  R o o t e d  I n
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=':+8�-5�*++6+8�/4:5�:.+�855:9��$':+8�
'�)5;62+�5,�9.58:�)?)2+9�5,�
���3/4;:+9�
+').��'4*�8+6+':�/4�'4�.5;8	� +9/*+4:9�)'4�
VWLOO�ZDWHU�SODQWV�DQG�Ă�RZHU�JDUGHQ�EHGV�
(?�.'4*�358+�,8+7;+4:2?�=.+4�4++*+*	

GO NATIVE

�4)58658':/4-�"+>'9�4':/<+�'4*�*85;-.:�
:52+8'4:�62'4:9�/4�?5;8�2'4*9)'6+�9'<+9�
=':+8	� ".+9+�62'4:9� :.8/<+� /4� 25)'2�
-85=/4-�)54*/:/549��5,:+4�8+7;/8/4-�2+99�
=':+8�:.'4�+>5:/)�58�=':+8�*+3'4*/4-�
96+)/+9	��*56:/4-�'�:=5�*'?�6+8�=++1�
=':+8/4-�8+-/3+4�)5362+3+4:9�:.+�
4++*9�5,�4':/<+�'4*�*85;-.:�:52+8'4:�
SODQWV��DOORZLQJ�WKHP�WR�Ă�RXULVK�ZLWKRXW�
H[FHVVLYH�LUULJDWLRQ��<RX�FDQ�ā�QG�D�QDWLYH�
62'4:9�2/9:�54�:.+��':/<+��2'4:�!5)/+:?�5,�
"+>'9�=+(9/:+�':���!�"	58-	��59:�-'8*+4�

)+4:+89�.'<+�*+9/-4':+*�9+):/549�,58�
4':/<+�'4*�25=�=':+8�62'4:9	�"+>'9�
6PDUWVFDSH�SURYLGHV�ZDWHU�HIā�FLHQW�
2'4*9)'6+�*+9/-49�8+9/*+4:9�)'4�;9+�
�"%!3'8:9)'6+	)53�	

�662?/4-�3;2).�:5�4+=2?�62'4:+*�'4*�
+>/9:/4-�-'8*+4�(+*9�'4*�:8++9�8+:'/49�
95/2�35/9:;8+��8+-;2':+9�95/2�:+36+8':;8+��
'4*�9;668+99+9�=++*9	�"./9�'6685').��
)53(/4+*�=/:.�'�:=5�*'?�6+8�=++1�
=':+8/4-�9).+*;2+��9'<+9�=':+8�'4*�
68535:+9�.+'2:./+8�62'4:9	�

MORE EFFICIENT IRRIGATION 

".+�:?6+�'4*�)54*/:/54�5,�?5;8�968/412+8�
V\VWHP�SOD\V�D�VLJQLā�FDQW�UROH�LQ�KRZ�
3;).�=':+8�?5;8�2'4*9)'6+�'(958(9	�
�: A9� /3658:'4:� :5� ).+)1� 968/412+8�
.+'*9�+').�968/4-�:5�+49;8+�:.+?�'8+�
/4�-55*�=581/4-�)54*/:/54�,58�9;33+8	
�88/-':/54�+<'2;':/549��6+8,583+*�(?�
'�2/)+49+*�/88/-':58��685</*+�+>6+8:�
'*</)+�54�6856+8�=':+8/4-�9).+*;2+9	�
�4�/88/-':58�)'4�'295�/*+4:/,?�=584�5;:�
58�(851+4�.+'*9�'4*�8+62')+3+4:�.+'*9�
:5�*+2/<+8�=':+8�358+�+,,+):/<+2?	�

&5;�)'4�'295�*/9:8/(;:+�=':+8�358+�
+<+42?�(?�;6-8'*/4-�?5;8�/88/-':/54�
9?9:+3�:5�3;2:/�9:8+'3�.+'*9�/4�62')+�
RI�WUDGLWLRQDO��ā�[HG�VSUD\�QR]]OHV��7KH�
85:':/54'2�35<+3+4:�'662/+9�=':+8�':�'�
925=+8�8':+��=./).�8+*;)+9�+<'658':/54��
8+9;2:/4-�/4�2+99�3/9:/4-�'4*�8;45,,��
-/</4-�:.+�95/2�358+�:/3+�:5�'(958(�
/:	��8/6�/88/-':/54�9?9:+39�'8+�/*+'2�
,58�, 25=+8�(+*9��?5;4-+8�:8++9��'4*�
,5;4*':/54�=':+8/4-	�"./9� ,583�5,�
/88/-':/54�;9+9�:;(/4-�=/:.�+3/::+89�
/4�-'8*+4�(+*9�58�4+>:�:5�:8++9	�".+�
+3/::+89�*8/6�=':+8�925=2?�':�:.+�855:�

@54+�� 8+*;)/4-�=++*� -85=:.� '4*�
68+<+4:/4-�62'4:�*/9+'9+9�(?�3/4/3/@/4-�
)54:'):�=/:.�2+'<+9��9:+39�'4*�,8;/:	�

!3'8:�)54:8522+89�*5�:.+�:./41/4-�,58�
?5;�(?�';:53':/)'22?�56+8':/4-�?5;8�
/88/-':/54� 9?9:+3�'4*�'*0;9:/4-� /:�
('9+*�54�=+':.+8�'4*�:.+�:/3+�5,�?+'8	�
".+�=':+8/4-�9).+*;2+�).'4-+9�:5�'2/-4�
=/:.�'):;'2�9/:+�)54*/:/549	�&5;�)'4�
'295�9/-4�;6�,58�=++12?�+3'/29�,853�
"+>'9������-8/�/,+A9�$':+8�?&'8*�
685-8'3��$':+8�?&'8*	58-��:5�:'1+
:.+�-;+99=581�5;:�5,�145=/4-�=.+4
'4*�.5=�3;).�:5�=':+8	�$.+4�8'/4�/9�
,58+)'9:+*��/:A9�(+9:�:5�9.;:�5,,�968/412+89	�
�49+8:/4-�'�9)8+=*8/<+8�/4�:.+�95/2�=/22�
'295�:+22�?5;�/,�/:A9�:/3+�:5�=':+8	��,�/:�
/49+8:9�+'9/2?��1++6�:.+�968/412+89�5,,	�

�*56:/4-�'�:=5�*'?�6+8�=++1�=':+8/4-�
9).+*;2+�,58�5;8�?'8*9�+49;8+9�62'4:�
.+'2:.�'4*�</:'2/:?	��:�'295�)549+8<+9�
2/3/:+*�=':+8�9;662/+9�'4*�8+*;)+9
=':+8�(/229	�$+�)'4�9:8/1+�'�('2'4)+�
(+:=++4�62'4:�)'8+�'4*�8+96549/(2+�
=':+8�;9+�:5�+49;8+�=+�.'<+�=':+8�
:5*'?�'4*�,58�-+4+8':/549�:5�)53+	�
!5��62+*-+�:5�=':+8�2+99��?A'22��

ABOUT UPPER TRINITY

#66+8�"8/4/:?� +-/54'2�$':+8��/9:8/):��
.+'*7;'8:+8+*�/4��+=/9</22+��"+>'9��
685</*+9�*8/41/4-�=':+8�:5����)/:/+9�
'4*�)533;4/:/+9�/4��+4:54�'4*��522/4�
�5;4:/+9	��9:'(2/9.+*�/4�������#66+8�
"8/4/:?� :8+':9�=':+8� ,853�<'8/5;9�
95;8)+9�� /4)2;*/4-� �/3��.'63'4��
�+=/9</22+��'4*� '?� 5(+8:9��'1+9��
:5�3++:� :.+� 4++*9� 5,� /:9� -85=/4-�
9+8</)+�'8+'	���

29D F W  H O M E  I M P R OV E M E N T  I S S U E 

DFW Home Improvement Issue.indd   29 ���������������ɐ$0



  
  

     

� � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � �
� � � �

� � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � �
� � � � �

� � � � � � �
� � � � �

�

� � � � �
� � � � � �
� � � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � �
�

� � � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � � � � �
� � � � �
� � � � � �
� � � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � � � �
� � � � � �
� � � � � � �
�

� � � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � � � � � �
� � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � � � � �
� �

� � � � � �
� � � �

� � � � � � �
� � � � � �
� � � � � � � � �

� � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � � �
� � � � � �

� �

� � � � � �
� � � � � � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � � � �

� � � �

� � � � �
� � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � � � � �

�

� � � � � �
� � � � �

� � � � �
� � � �

� � � � � � � �
�

 
� � �
� � � �

� � �

 
 

  

   

    

  

  

  

   

   

  

  

  

  

  

     

  

  
  

     

� � � � � �

�����	�	�	��	����
����������
�
��	�
���
�	�
���� 
 ����
��� ���� 	�	��	�� ��� ��
���	�
����	�
���
������	���	������
	���	����	�����������	���
�	���	��
�����

����
���������	��

 +,6�<($5��$1�$55$<�2)�75(1'6�,6�&$37,9$7,1*�
7+(�+($576�2)�+20(2:1(56�$1'�'(6,*1(56�
DOLNH��)URP�HQFDXVWLF�Ă�RRU�WLOHV�WR�QHXWUDO�
ZRRG�Ă�RRULQJ��OHWÚV�GLYH�LQWR�VRPH�RI�WKH�
WRS�WUHQGV�WKDW�DUH�UHGHā�QLQJ�VSDFHV�ZLWK�
7+(,5�81,48(�&+$50�

WOOL CARPET: ENDURING ELEGANCE

�(12:1('�)25�,76�/8;85,286�)((/�$1'�1$785$/�
,168/$7,21�3523(57,(6��:22/�&$53(7�&5($7(6�
$1�,19,7,1*�$0%,$1&(�7+$7>6�+$5'�72�5(6,67��

6�7+,6�<($5�(0%5$&(6�02'(51,7<��:22/�
&$53(76�12:� )($785(�%2/'(5�3$77(516�
$1'�&2/256�� $//2:,1*�+20(2:1(56� 72�
3(5621$/,=(�7+(,5�63$&(6�:,7+�$�728&+�2)�
238/(1&(���520�&/$66,&�+(55,1*%21(�72�
&217(0325$5<�*(20(75,&�'(6,*16��7+(<�
3529,'(�:$507+�$1'�810$7&+('�67</(�

LARGE FORMAT TILES: LASTING GRANDEUR

0DWHULDOV�OLNH�Ă�DJVWRQH��OLPHVWRQH��DQG�
6$1'6721(�$5(�%(,1*�(0%5$&('�)25�7+(,5�
81'(567$7('�(/(*$1&(� $1'�*5$1'(85��

 +(6(�7,/(6�&20(�,1�*(1(5286�',0(16,216��
5('8&,1*�7+(�180%(5�2)�*5287�/,1(6�$1'�
&5($7,1*�$�6($0/(66�(;3$16(�7+$7>6�9,68$//<�
675,.,1*���$5*(�)250$7�7,/(6�$5(�9(56$7,/(��
())257/(66/<�(1+$1&,1*�,1'225�$1'�287'225�
63$&(6�:,7+�7+(,5�($57+<�7(;785(6�$1'�
1$785$/�+8(6�

CHECKERBOARD: RETRO CHIC RETURNS

�5(3$5(�)25�$�1267$/*,&�-2851(<�$6�7+(�
FKHFNHUERDUG�SDWWHUQ�ā�QGV�LWV�ZD\�EDFN�
,172�+20(6���(67�68,7('� )25�+$//:$<6��
%$7+52206��$1'�.,7&+(16��7+(�-8;7$326,7,21�
2)�&2175$67,1*�&2/256�&5($7(6�$�%2/'�9,68$/�
,03$&7�7+$7>6�%27+�3/$<)8/�$1'�(/(*$17��
�520�&/$66,&�%/$&.�$1'�:+,7(�72�68%7/(�
SDVWHO�KXHV��FKHFNHUERDUG�Ă�RRULQJ�HOHYDWHV�
,17(5,256��$'',1*�3(5621$/,7<�$1'�$�728&+�
2)�:+,06<�

NEUTRAL WOOD FLOORING: 
TIMELESS AND VERSATILE

 +(� 68%'8('� 721(6� 2)� 1(875$/�:22'�
&5($7(�$�)281'$7,21�7+$7�&203/(0(176�
9$5,286� '(&25� 67</(6�� )520� 5867,&� 72�
&217(0325$5<���76�75$',7,21$/�67</(�35(6(176�
$1�23325781,7<�72�86(�$127+(5������75(1'�
%<�,1&25325$7,1*�&/$66,&�3$77(516� /,.(�
+(55,1*%21(�$1'�3$548(7��$'',1*�$1�$,5�

2)�9,17$*(�623+,67,&$7,21�$1'�$1�,19,7,1*�
$70263+(5(�7+$7�5(621$7(6�:,7+�7+(�3$67�
$1'�7+(�35(6(17�

ENCAUSTIC FLOOR TILES: 
A TOUCH OF ARTISTRY

(QFDXVWLF�Ă�RRU�WLOHV�KDYH�PDGH�D�WULXPSKDQW�
UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�IRUHIURQW�RI�Ă�RRULQJ�GHVLJQ��
 +(6(�,175,&$7(��+$1'&5$)7('�7,/(6�%2$67�
7,0(/(66�3$77(516�7+$7�5$1*(�)520�'(/,&$7(�
) /25$/6�72�%2/'�*(20(75,&6��#+$7�6(76�
(1&$867,&�7,/(6�$3$57� ,6�7+(,5�)86,21�2)�
&2/256��:+,&+�,6�127�-867�685)$&(�/(9(/�%87�
5816�7+528*+287�7+(�7,/(�� +,6�0$.(6�7+(0�
KLJKO\�GXUDEOH�DQG�SHUIHFW�IRU�KLJK�WUDIā�F�
$5($6��#+(7+(5�$'251,1*�$1�(175<:$<�25�
%5,1*,1*�/,)(�72�$�.,7&+(1��(1&$867,&�7,/(6�
,1)86(�63$&(6�:,7+�$57,675<�$1'�&+$5$&7(5�


6�:(�67(3�,172�7+(�+2/,'$<6�$1'�:(/&20(�
*8(676�,172�285�+20(��:(�$5(�5(0,1'('�
7+$7�7+(�0$7(5,$/6�%(1($7+�285�)((7�&$1�
%(�025(�7+$1�-867�$�685)$&(�� +(<�$5(�$�
EDFNGURS�WKDW�UHĂ�HFWV�SHUVRQDO�VW\OH�DQG�
&5($7(6�$1�,19,7,1*�63$&(��#+(7+(5�<28>5(�
$�)$1�2)�:$50�:22/�&$53(76�25�%2/'�7,/(�
'(6,*16��7+(5(�,6�$�:,'(�5$1*(�2)�237,216�
72�68,7�(9(5<�7$67(�$1'�75$16)250�<285�
52206�,172�$�:25.�2)�$57��

STEPPING 	����� 
�
����������� ������ �
�� ������!�������
 ���!����� 

30 L I V I N G M A G A Z I N E . N E T   | � � � � 	 � � � � � � �

DFW Home Improvement Issue.indd   30 ���������������ɐ$0



  
  

     

	
�
�� ������	�
�����������������
���
+$6�%((1� 75867('�%<�*(1(5$7,216�2)�
 (;$16�)25�,76�352037��352)(66,21$/��$1'�
)5,(1'/<�6(59,&(��
6��(1721��2817<>6�
2/'(67� )$0,/<�2:1('� $1'� 23(5$7('�
)/225�&29(5,1*�%86,1(66��7+(�&20081,7<�
+$6� &20(� 72� 75867� �0,77< >6� �/225�
�29(5,1*�)25�$//�7+(,5�) /225,1*�1(('6��
 +(�&203$1<�2))(56� $� )8//� 6(/(&7,21�
2)� ) /225,1*� )520� )($785('� 6833/,(56�
/,.(��2+$:.���$51'($1���$/7,/(� $1'�
0$1<�025(���0,77<>6��/225��29(5,1*�
&$1� $/62� 7$.(� &$5(�2)� <285� ) /225,1*�
:,7+� 352)(66,21$/� &$53(7� $1'� 7,/(�
&/($1,1*�6(59,&(6�

�$16(//� ?�0,77<@��0,7+� )281'('� 7+(�
&203$1<� 1($5/<� 
�� <($56� $*2���,6�
&+,/'5(1�� �,&.<� �0,7+� $1'��$5/(1(�
�2*(56�� 581� 7+(�%86,1(66�$/21*�:,7+�
�,&.<>6� &+,/'5(1�� �5,$1� �0,7+� $1'�
�$7$/,(��0,7+�

#,7+� 68&+� $1� (1'85,1*�+,6725<�� ,7>6�
12�:21'(5�7+$7��,9,1*�5($'(56�927('�
�0,77<>6�$6�7+(��(67��/225,1*��725(�,1�
������ �0,77<>6� �/225��29(5,1*� 758/<�
&$5(6�$%287�($&+�&86720(5�$1'�75($76�
7+(0�/,.(�)$0,/<��?�85�&86720(5�6(59,&(�
$1'�285�(;7(16,9(�.12:/('*(�6(7�86�
$3$57�@��$7$/,(�6$<6�� ?�<�*5$1')$7+(5�
67$57('�7+(�%86,1(66�,1���	���$1'�285�
)$0,/<� ,6� (;75(0(/<� 3528'� 2)� 7+$7��
#(>5(�3528'�72�&217,18(�+,6�/(*$&<�)25�
7+5((�*(1(5$7,216�@

#+(1 � <28 � 6 7 23 � %< � 7 +( � �(1721�
6+2:5220��<28�&$1�6,03/<�%52:6(�$7�
<285�/(,685(��25�<28�&$1�6,7�'2:1�:,7+�
$�6.,//('� ,1�+286(�'(6,*1�&2168/7$17�
$1'�*(7�+(/3�'(6,*1,1*�$1'�&+226,1*�
&2/256�� �0,77<>6� �/225��29(5,1*�:,//�
$/62�&20(�72�<285�+20(�25�%86,1(66��
?#(>5(� +$33<� 72� 3529,'(� ,1�+20(�
(67,0$7(6�@��$7$/,(�6$<6��?#(�('8&$7(�
285�&86720(56�21�:+$7�352'8&76�:28/'�
:25.�%(67��#(�:$17�72�+(/3�7+(0�&5($7(�
7+(,5�'5($0�+20(�@

#+(1� ,7� &20(6� 72�3238/$5� ) /225,1*�
237,216���$7$/,(� 6$<6� +20(2:1(56�

&217,18(�72�$6.�)25�/8;85<�9,1</�3/$1.��
?�7>6�$))25'$%/(�$1'�($6<�72�0$,17$,1�@�
6+(�6$<6��?$1'�,7�+$6�7+(�5,*+7�),1,6+�$1'�
7(;785(�72�&203/(0(17�$1<�$(67+(7,&�@

�20(2:1(56�$5(�$/62�*2,1*�)25�&$53(7�
/,.(��2+$:.��0$57�75$1'��:+,&+�,6�21(�
2)�7+(�62)7(67�$1'�0267�67$,1�5(6,67$17�
&$53(76�21� 7+(�0$5.(7�� ?�(23/(� /29(�
7,0(/(66�&2/256�/,.(�%(,*(��7$83(��$1'�
*5$<�@��$7$/,(�6$<6�

#+(7+(5�<28>5(�/22.,1*�)25�$�&86720�
$5($�58*�25�<28�:$17�72�5(02'(/�<285�
.,7&+(1�$1'�%$7+5220��12�352-(&7� ,6�
722� /$5*(� 25� 722� 60$//� )25� �0,77<>6�
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GENERATIONS
OF QUALITY
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SPECIALIZING IN:
• Installation

• Carpet cleaning

• Free in-home measurement

• Kitchen and bath remodeling

• Furniture removal

• Rug binding

• Design consultation

• Custom area rugs

• Commercial flooring installation

• Carpet re-stretch

• Furniture removal

• Grout cleaning

• Subfloor repair

• Carpet disposal

• Custom showers and tub surrounds

• And more
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DID YOU CHOOSE MOSTLY A’S? 

�"!&���%��!�"%#"%�'�!�� "%��&��!'&�
�!'"�+"(%�&#����


(%�&�!&��"��& ���� �&��� ��"%�#��+�%�
�!�'��������!��"����&#�����!���&�"�'�!�
RYHUORRNHG��7KLQN�DERXW�ZKHQ�\RX�ZDON�
�!'"�&" �"!����&�.&��" �����!�+"(�'����
'��'�'��+��(&'��(%!���&�� "!�"%��""����
�%"��"����
%��"�&�'����"(&��& ���� (&'+�
�!����&���%�&(�'���������!�+��
%��&�'��� �*�
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%��&"!�)�+�%���'"%&�������""���&����"%��
��&�")�!������!'&� �����������%�!�����"�
�!�"%#"%�'��"(%�"����'"%+�&�!&���!'"�
+"(%��" ���('���,����!���&������(&�%&��
DQG�VSUD\V��0\�IDYRULWHV�DUH�SHSSHUPLQW��
OHPRQ��FLWUXV��ODYHQGHU��DQG�HXFDO\SWXV��
�"�%��%��'������!��"'����*#�%��!����'�
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�"(�)�������&(%#%�&����")�#���&�!'�'���
%�&(�'��&�

DID YOU CHOOSE MOSTLY B’S? 
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DID YOU CHOOSE MOSTLY C’S? 
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��� �!'&��!'"�+"(%���&��!�&'+����!��
�%�!��'�� ��!'"��"�(&�

&RORU� LV � SURYHQ� WR� LPSDFW� PRRG�
�!�������!����(&�!�&&�&�&#�!�� �!+�
 �%��'�!���"���%&��!���"(%&�%�&��%���!��
WR�GHWHUPLQH�EUDQG�FRORUV�WKDW�LQYRNH�D�
#�%'��(��%�&�!&��)��!�#�"#���(&��'���%�
VHUYLFH��6LPLODUO\��FRORU�LQ�\RXU�KRPH�
FDQ�LQYRNH�WKH�HPRWLRQ�\RX�DUH�VWULYLQJ�
'"��%��'�����(��&(���&'&�#�����������
"!�'���"'��%���!����&�(&����"%�&'%"!��
HPRWLRQV��$�FRORU�ZKHHO�ZLOO�JLYH�WKH�
VSHFLā�FV�IRU�HYHU\�VKDGH�DQG�FDQ�EH�D�
���#�(��'""��'"��"!&(�'��&�+"(��%��!&'"% �
)��'��(�&�'"�(&���

DID YOU CHOOSE MOSTLY D’S? 

�"!&���%��!�"%#"%�'�!�� "%��/'�&'�0�
�!'"�+"(%�&#����

����%�+��('���,�!��'�&'���!���&��!��&�!"'�
��'�%����
!&'������'���!�����!'�%#%�'���
'�%"(����")�'���&#���� �&�&�'�(#�'"�
LQFRUSRUDWH�VDYRULQJ�IRRG�DQG�GULQN��

!��"��'��� "&'��"  "!�"���!��%&�
�
&����&���&�''�!���%���)�'�"('�'����&�'"�
&�'����%�!��


���&��"%�����!��'�&'���!��(������"�����
��%�"%� �!��%��%���%�'"%��!�'����" ��
RIā�FH��3HUKDSV�WKHUH�LV�D�VPDOO�ERZO�RI�
 �!'&��+�'����!'%+��"%����"''���"��)�'�%�
�!����&!������&��'����'��!����(�&'�%"" ��

DID YOU CHOOSE MOSTLY E’S? 
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HERE’S W H AT ONE S ATISFIED 
RIGHT CHOICE CLIENT S H A D T O S AY:

“ I couldn’t have asked for a 
 better experience. My project 
 was small and yet their 
 responsiveness and attention 
 to detail never seemed l ike this 
 job wasn’t their highest priority.”

RIGHT CHOICE PAINTING 
AND CONSTRUCTION 
OFFERS EXCELLENCE IN:
• K i tchen and 
 bathroom remodel ing
• Grani te and quar t z 
 counter tops
• Inter ior and 
 ex ter ior paint ing
• Chimney and 
 carpentr y repairs
• Popcorn cei l ing removal
• Wood, t i le, luxury v inyl 
 plank (LVP) and carpet
• Gu t ter instal lat ion
• W indow replacement
• Free est imates
• And so much more

(9 72 )  74 5 -18 8 8
Righ t C h oic eTexas .c om
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T
here’s no question, playing in the dirt tops the list of 
fun for kids, particularly young children, despite the 
protests of many well-intended parents. If you are one 
of those worried parents, you can put your fears aside. 

As it turns out, dirt is beneficial to kids’ long-term health, 
according to a Northwestern University article by Clare Milliken, 
“Germs at four, less inflammation at forty.” Studies have 
found that early exposure to certain germs, like those found 
in dirt, actually helps kids’ immune systems learn to regulate 
inflammation better. In turn, this exposure reduces kids’ risk for 
many diseases throughout their lives.
For that reason, a family garden is a perfect opportunity to build 
your kids’ immune systems. Better still, gardening offers lots of 
other benefits to kids and families.

GETTING STARTED
First, decide where to plant your garden. Then allow a small space 
for your child to have their own gar-den, too. This will help build 
your child’s enthusiasm for the garden and encourage them to 
take owner-ship and responsibility for it. Having their own garden 
can be exciting and rewarding for kids because they know that 
they, alone (or with minimal help), grew those little seeds into 
marvelous plants.
Next, decide what to plant. For young children, consider fast-
growing plants they are familiar with. Little kids also love plants 
that are colorful or have strong scents.
If your kids are older, let them choose what they want to grow. 

But keep in mind your child’s personality. If he tends to be 
impatient, suggest plants that are easy to care for and 
grow quickly.
As you plan and prepare, include your child as much as possible. 
Remember, this stage is as much fun for kids as it is for parents 
and helps build their enthusiasm. Also, let them help you draw up 
the garden plan. If they’re old enough, they can also create their 
shopping list.  
When you shop for supplies, take your kids along and let them 
pick out their own seeds and gardening tools. For the safety 
of young children, look for kids’ gardening tools made of 
durable plastic.

PLANTING YOUR GARDEN
When you begin planting, show your child how to plant the seeds 
and how to space them apart correctly. Then have your child 
water as directed.  
Put a daily gardening task list on the refrigerator to help your 
child take responsibility for their garden.
Also, suggest keeping a garden log to help your child maintain 
enthusiasm. Kids can have fun recording the date of plantings, 
each day’s gardening activities, when each plant sprouts, the 
amount of growth of the plants, and the harvesting.
Finally, after harvesting, have your child help you prepare the 
vegetables. Try different ways of preparing or cooking them to 
help your kid develop a life-long love for fresh, healthy veggies. 
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LOCAL FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
Specializing in Residential - Commercial - Agricultural Fences 
At Top Rail Fence, you can trust our expert fence contractors to get the job 
done right. See what makes us one of the best fence companies in Texas. 
Check out our Socials and Contact us to start your project today!

972-664-4497
toprailfence.com/locations/north-texas

jerry.finn@toprailfence.com
ursula.finn@toprailfence.com

JERRY &
 URSULA FINN

OWNERS 

J

U

/toprailfencenorthtexas
/TRFNorthTexas
/top-rail-fence-north-texas

$500 OFF
when mentioning this AD
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Selling your house and buying 
another involves multiple 
homeowners, and one hiccup 
along the way can start the 
dominoes falling. Conventional 
wisdom says you should sell 
your house before you begin 
looking in earnest for your 
new home. The rationale is 
that you will need to know 
how much cash you will have 
available for a down payment, 
and it will be easier to get 
mortgage approval. Moreover, 
no one wants to make mortgage 
payments on two houses. 

However, some real estate 
experts suggest people buy 
and close on a house before 
listing their own. This ensures 
you have a place to live while 
selling your home. You can 
qualify for a bridge loan 
that provides the funds for 
purchasing a new home, and 
that loan is paid off when your 
current home is sold. 

What if your old home isn’t 
selling? Consider options 
such as renting until you can 
sell it or even a rent-to-own 
arrangement, a lease with an 
option to buy. But remember, 
this makes you a landlord, 
which may create problems 
of its own, and there are tax 
implications as well.

BUY   fi rst SELLfi rst ?
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CHANGING THE WAY FAMILIES 
LIVE IN A MODERN WORLD 
RENOVATING THE HEART OF  THE HOME’S  SPACES PAIR ING WORLD-CLASS 
CRAFTSMANSHIP  WITH THE F INEST OF  F IXTURES AND APPL IANCES 
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EACH PROJECT BEGINS WITH AN INTERVIEW 
AND STRATEGIC PLANNING
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FINDING SOLUTIONS TO A FUNCTIONAL SPACE


-*(���+" '��" +����)�,(��"+�(.�*�/!1����%"�',�/�',+�,(�*�&(��%�
�'����,�*&"'��/!�,�%���,!�&�,(�,!"+��('�%-+"('���('.�'"�'���
�'����+��(��-+���*��,!(- !,�-%%1��('+"��*���/!�'���.�%()"' �
DQ�DUHD�JHDUHG�WRZDUG�WKH�KRPHRZQHUÚV�VSHFLā�FDWLRQV�DQG�

)*���*�'��+�����( '"2"' �,!�"*��-**�',�"++-�+��'����.�%()"' �
+(%-,"('+��(*��-'�,"('�%��!��%,!1�%"."' �"+�)�*�&(-',���-+,�%"$��
��)!1+"�"�'���"� '(+"' �,!��)*(�%�&�/",!����%"�',4+�)*�+�',�
%"."' �+)�������"%",�,�+�,!����.�%()&�',�(����+,*�,� "��)%�'�
�'��&�'� �&�',�(��+�*-)-%(-+���,�"%+��

FORMING A TRUSTED PARTNERSHIP
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Winner of numerous awards, 
including the national Chr ysalis 
Award for Remodeling Excellence. 
This prestigious award is based on 
how well clients’ needs are met and 
how their l ives have been transformed 
by the resulting design/remodel.

• Designs and Home Renovat ions

• K i tchen Remodel ing

• Bathroom Remodel ing

• Inter ior Design

• Custom Cabinetr y

• Home Addi t ions

• Electr ical and L ight ing

• Whole Home F i l t rat ion 
 systems, Tankless Hot 
 Water Heater Instal lat ion
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4 0 1  S o u t h  S h e r m a n  S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  2 0 9
R i c h a r d s o n ,  Te x a s  7 5 0 8 1

N e w  I n t e r a c t i v e  S h o w r o o m  L o c a t i o n 
O p e n i n g  M i d - M a r c h  2 0 24 :

1 3 7 3 8  N e u t r o n  R o a d
F a r m e r ’ s  B r a n c h ,  Te x a s  7 5 24 4

PDMHVWLF�DQG�EHDXWLIXO��EXW�DUH�WKHUH�VSHFLā�F�DUHDV�GHGLFDWHG�
,(���$"' ���(($"' ��)*�)���'��(* �'"2�,"('�

3URELQJ�TXHVWLRQV�KHOSV�GHVLJQHUV�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�WKH�FOLHQW�
LV�UHDOO\�ORRNLQJ�IRU�DQG�ZKDW�LV�QHHGHG�WR�IXOā�OO�WKHLU�GUHDPV�
(����)�*���,�+)�����5�!�,�"+�",�,!�,�1(-��('4,�%"$����(-,�1(-*�
FXUUHQW�EDWKURRP�RU�NLWFKHQ"Ý�DQG�Ü:K\�LV�LW�GLIILFXOW�WR�
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It’s easy to forget the finer details 
when building a new house. Here’s 
a list of some items that may get 
lost in the homebuilding shuffle.

• Showerhead height.  If you 
 or your family members are 
 over six feet, consider 
 installing a showerhead 
 fitting a little above the 
 standard height. (Most 
 showerheads are placed 
 around 80 inches high.)

• Recessed bathroom storage. 
 Would you like a recessed 
 shower compartment for 
 your toiletries? Or how about 
 a recessed medicine cabinet 
 behind the bathroom mirror? 
 These small additions can 
 significantly boost your 
 bathroom storage. 

• Laundry room finishes. 
 Consider adding a hanging 
 rack to air dry clothing or 
 an additional sink for 
 laundering swimwear or 
 delicates. You could also 
 add extra counter space 
 for folding clothes 
 or deep shelving for   
 additional storage.

• Extra materials.  Having 
 a stash of leftover paint, 
 wallpaper, tile, and carpet 
 is always helpful. Even if you 
 don’t have enough material to 
 patch things up, you can 
 at least bring a sample to 
 your local hardware or home 
 renovation store to match. 
 Be sure to ask your builder 
 for any leftovers, along with 
 a list of paint colors, 
 selections, and finishes you 
 choose for your home. 

Often-Over-
looked Items
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50�5)&*3�'3*&/%4�"/%�'".*-:���:�(3&"5&45�46$$&44�*/�
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MEET RICK BAKER

�*$,��",&3=4�1"44*0/�'03�%&4*(/�"/%�$0/4536$5*0/�
36/4�%&&1���&�("*/&%�7"-6"#-&�$0/4536$5*0/�
,/08-&%(&�%63*/(�)*4�:&"34�*/�5)&�3&"-�&45"5&�
*/%6453:��3&.0%&-*/(�)0.&4��"/%�08/*/(�3&/5"-�
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�7*"5*0/��%.*/*453"5*0/�"/%�*/�%&5"*-&%�130+&$5�
."/"(&.&/5� &26*11&%� )*.� 50� )"/%-&� 5)&�
$0.1-&9*5:�0'�."+03�)0.&�3&/07"5*0/�130+&$54�

�&�"/%�)*4�)*()�48&&5)&"35�8*'&���"/&5��)"7&�#&&/�
."33*&%�07&3�
	�:&"34���)&:�)"7&�580�(308/�
,*%4�"/%�-0/(5*.&�&.1-0:&&4�8)0=7&�#&$0.&�
-*,&�'".*-:�50�5)&.���654*%&�0'�803,���*$,�&/+0:4�
.&5"-803,*/(��800%803,*/(��)6/5*/(��"/%�4&37*/(�
*/�5)&�'".*-:=4�)0.&�$)63$)��

�'�:06=3&�-00,*/(�50�1"35/&3�8*5)�"�)0.&�%&4*(/�
"/%�3&/07"5*0/�5&".�8*5)�"�40-*%�3&165"5*0/�'03�
%&-*7&3*/(�8)"5�5)&:�130.*4&��$0/4*%&3��5"5&-:�
�&4*(/����&/07"5*0/���&$"64&�)0/&45:�"/%�
*/5&(3*5:�45*--�."55&3��

“ We chose Stately Design 
 and Renovation based 
 on recommendations 
 from their previous clients 
 in the neighborhood and 
 based on our discussions 
 with Rick Baker. Our 
 project was an extensive 
 renovation and expansion 
 of a 6000-square-foot 
 home in Timarron and 
 included a brand new, 
 expanded kitchen, family 
 room, laundry room, and 
 playroom. In addition, we 
 added a new bedroom and 
 bathroom and remodeled 
 several other rooms in the 
 house. The front elevation 
 of the home was also 
 extensively updated.

 Rick and the Stately 
 Design team were honest, 
 direct, and flexible 
 throughout the whole 
 project. They collaborated 
 with us on details and 
 designs and then executed 
 the work in a very
 professional manner. 
 We would definitely 
 choose Stately Design 
 and Renovation again for 
 any remodeling project.”

– KEITH OF TIMARRON
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BY CHERYL ALEXANDER
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visit our website for a full list of 
services and your FREE ESTIMATE.

817-779-3212
GASTONESEALERS.COM 

Sam Walker - OPerations Manager

W A R R A N T Y  I N C L U D E D

Protect Your
Investment!

•  S T O N E  S E A L I N G

•  R E P A I R

•  R E S T O R A T I O N

N a t u ra l  S t o n e  &
C o n c re t e  S p e c i a l i s t s !

when mentioning living Magazine.

10%

off
all services

• Add 
   More Value

• Increase
   Your Space

• Protect 
   Your Property

Get an Engineer to

Matt Childs Engineering is the structural pro 
for replacing and building retaining walls.

Matt@mattchildsengineering.com

214-796-1553

  check your failing
 retaining wall

“Matt Childs Engineering exceeded my expectations 
throughout the entire process. If you are in need of a 
retaining wall that will outlast your home, you won’t 

be disappointed by going with Matt and his team.”
 - Matt Cox, 

a very satisfied customer.
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More Hot Features 
for  a  Cool  Pool
Baja Shelf  – If you enjoy soaking up the sun but not the 
summer heat, a Baja shelf is a great solution. Think of it as 
a wide top step into your pool where you can lounge and play 
in shallow water.

Lighting Effects  – Make your pool come alive at night with 
programmable colored LED lighting. Whether you’re in the 
mood for a dramatic, il luminated nightscape or dynamic light 
show, let your pool builder show you all the lighting options 
to choose from.

Laminars  – Like a deck jet but better, laminars emanate 
from the pool deck or coping and reach greater heights. 
They produce a larger, sleeker, arced water stream that 
holds its shape until it hits the pool’s surface, creating a 
serene scene that embodies beauty and relaxing elegance.

Reverse Infinity Pool  – With most vanishing-edge pools, 
the water overflows a pool edge to seemingly blend into 
the horizon. As implied, the opposite occurs with this pool 
design. Instead, the water spills into an eye-catching, 
stylized catchment pool viewed from a spa, outdoor living 
area, or your patio. 

 

BACKYARD OASIS/RESORT-STYLE POOL
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INFINITY POOL

�86720�0$'(�72�+,*+/,*+7�$�9,(:�25�$�/$1'6&$3(�)2&$/�
SRLQW��LQā�QLW\�SRROV�DUH�GHVLJQHG�ZLWK�RQH�RU�PRUH�ZDOOV�
MXVW�EHORZ�WKH�SRROÚV�ZDWHU�OHYHO��7KH�ZDWHU�Ă�RZV�RYHU�WKH�
:$//��&5($7,1*�7+(�,//86,21�2)�$�9$1,6+,1*�('*(����6/23,1*�
/27�25�21(�:,7+�$�)(:�)((7�2)�'523�2))�,6�868$//<�1(('('�)25�
DQ�LQā�QLW\�HGJH�WR�ZRUN�ZHOO�

COCKTAIL POOL

�2�<28�(19,6,21�5(/$;,1*�,1�$�322/�%,**(5�7+$1�$�+27�78%�
%87�60$//(5�$1'�127�$6�'((3�$6�$�5(*8/$5�322/����&2&.7$,/�
322/�0$<�%(�-867�7+(�7,&.(7��(63(&,$//<�,)�<28�+$9(�$�60$//(5�
EDFN\DUG��7KH�GHVLJQ�DQG�VL]H�FDQ�EH�FXVWRPL]HG�WR�ā�W�\RXU�
63$&(�$1'�67</(�$1'�,17(*5$7('�,172�$�3$7,2�25�%$&.<$5'�
/,9,1*�$5($�

PLUNGE POOL 

�0$//(5�7+$1�$�75$',7,21$/�322/��$�3/81*(�322/�,6�-867�'((3�
(128*+�)25�/281*,1*��&22/,1*�2))��$1'�/2:�,03$&7�:$7(5�
(;(5&,6(�� +(�6,=(�&$1�9$5<�)520�$5281'�����72����)((7�
:,'(�$1'����72�		�)((7�/21*��$1'�����72�
�)((7�'((3��$1'�7+(�
ERWWRP�LV�XVXDOO\�Ă�DW�

LAP POOL

 +(6(� /21*��1$552:��5(&7$1*8/$5�322/6�$5(�'(6,*1('�
35,0$5,/<�)25�6:,00,1*�/$36�,1�7+(�35,9$&<�2)�<285�%$&.<$5'��
��*22'�/(1*7+�)25�$�/$3�322/�,6�$7�/($67�
��)((7��$1'�,7�&$1�
6(59(�$6�$�)2&$/�32,17�)25�$�1$552:�/27���216,'(5�,1&/8',1*�
)($785(6�/,.(�$�6:,0�&855(17�*(1(5$725�

“SPOOL”

��%(67�2)�%27+�:25/'6�237,21�)25�+20(2:1(56��$�6322/�,6�
-867�:+$7�<28�7+,1.�,7�0,*+7�%(�>�$�322/�$1'�$�63$���)7(1�
5()(55('�72�%<�322/�%8,/'(56�$6�$�32570$17($8��$�%/(1'�2)�
7:2�:25'6���6322/6�$5(�7<3,&$//<�+$/)�7+(�6,=(�2)�$�7<3,&$/�
,1�*5281'�287'225�322/�$1'�7:,&(�7+(�/(1*7+�2)�$�63$��

53D F W  H O M E  I M P R OV E M E N T  I S S U E 

DFW Home Improvement Issue.indd   53 ���������������ɐ$0



N O T  A N  ���������	��
  C A S E
�	�	�
�������	�
�

�������
���
��
���������	����	��	��
�
BY PETE ALFANO

������������
���	�������
��������
����	����!�$�1!�.)�-/,$+*!.��
.)�-/���.��.)�-/���-.���* �.)�-/�$+0.!.��
4�0/%(%5%*#�/$!�
�*/!-*!/����,!-.+*���*�-�%.!�+-�(+2!-�/$!�/$!-)+./�/��/0-*�
(%#$/.�+*��* �+""��/�('�/+�.+)!+*!��/�/$!�"-+*/� ++-���* ��-)�
+-� %.�-)�/$!�$+)!��(�-)�.4./!)���((�"-+)�/$!�2+-',(��!��
#-+�!-4�./+-!��+-�%*�/$!���-�$!� %*#�$+)!�

�!2�,!+,(!�'*+2��$+2!1!-��/$�/�#�-�#!� ++-.�$�1!��!!*�
/!�$*+(+#%��((4�� 1�*�! ��%"�*+/�7.)�-/�8�"+-�)+-!�/$�*�����
4!�-.��	��+- %*#�/+�#�-�#!� ++-�2!�.%/!.��%*1!*/+-������
-RKQVRQ�FUHDWHG�WKH�ā�UVW�RYHUKHDG�JDUDJH�GRRU�LQ������WKDW�
�+0( ��!�)�*0�((4�(%"/! ��* �2$%�$�-�*�+*�-�%(.���%1!�4!�-.�
ODWHU��-RKQVRQ�LQYHQWHG�WKH�ā�UVW�HOHFWULF�JDUDJH�GRRU�RSHQHU��
2$%�$�+,!*! ��* ��(+.! �#�-�#!� ++-.��4�,-!..%*#����0//+*��
,Q�������WKH�UHPRWH�RSHQHU�PDGH�LWV�GHEXW�

�$%.�$%./+-4�(!..+*�2+*6/�)�'!�4+0�"!!(��!//!-�%"�4+0�+*�!�
+2*! ���$+0.!�2$!-!�4+0�$� �/+�#!/�+0/�+"�/$!���-�%*�/$!�
,+0-%*#�-�%*�/+�(%"/�/$!�#�-�#!� ++-���/�%.��(.+�2+-/$�*+/%*#�
/$�/�)�*4�#�-�#!.�2!-!�.!,�-�/!��0%( %*#.��)+ !(! ��"/!-�
��--%�#!�$+0.!.�%*�/$!�$+-.!��* ��0##4� �4.��	* ����'�%*������
�+$*.+*6.� �4��+*(4�/$!�2!�(/$4��+0( ��""+- ��*�!(!�/-%��((4�
,+2!-! �+1!-$!� �#�-�#!� ++-�

��./�"+-2�- �/+�/+ �4�2$!*�#�-�#!� ++-.��-!�*+/�&0./��*�
+1!-(++'! ��,,!* �#!�/+�/$!�$+0.!��0/�1!-4�)0�$���,�-/�+"�
/$!� !.%#*�!(!)!*/��* �.)�-/�$+0.!�/!�$*+(+#4���!�.%/!.�
.0�$��.��1!-$!� �++-��+)��* ��%"/��./!-��+)� %.,(�4�/$!�
0, �/! � !.%#*�+"�#�-�#!� ++-.��2$%�$���*��!�+,!*! ��* �

�(+.! �0.%*#��*��,,�+*�4+0-�.)�-/,$+*!�+-���'!4��$�%*�"+��
/+��1+% �$�1%*#���-!)+/!�+*�4+0-���-6.�1%.+-�+-�,-+#-�)! �
%*/+�4+0-���-���+0���*�.!�-�$�"+-��� !�(!-�*!�-�4+0�+*�
!��$�2!�.%/!�

*DUDJH�GRRUV�FRPH�LQ�ZRRG��ā�EHUJODVV��YLQ\O��DOXPLQXP��
%*.0(�/! �./!!(���* �2$�/��%"/��./!-���((.��$!-)��+-!��+-�
%*.0(�/! �./!!(���$!-!��-!���1�-%!/4�+"��+(+-.�/+�)�/�$�/$!�
-!./�+"�/$!�$+0.!6.�!3/!-%+-��+-�4+0���*�+,/�"+-���#(�..�,�*!(! �
"-�)!(!..� ++-�/$�/�%.�.(!!'��* �)+ !-*���/$!-�./4(!.�%*�(0 !�
��-*� ++-��* ���--%�#!�$+0.!�"+-�)+-!�-0./%��+-�/-� %/%+*�(�
$+)!� !.%#*.���*��  %/%+*�/+�-!)+/!�!*/-4�"-+)���,$+*!��,,�
+-�'!4�"+�����'!4,� ���*��!�%*./�((! �+0/.% !�/$!� ++-�.+���
$+)!+2*!-���*�,-+#-�)�%/�"+-��  %/%+*�(�.!�0-%/4��	* �%*�
/$!�*+/�/++� %./�*/�"0/0-!��#�-�#!� ++-.�)�4�%*�(0 !�.+(�-�
,�*!(.�/+�$!(,�#!*!-�/!�!(!�/-%�%/4�

�!,!* %*#�+*�2$�/�'%* �+"� ++-���$+)!+2*!-��$++.!.�
�* �2$!/$!-�%/�%.�"+-���.%*#(!�� +0�(!��+-�/$-!!���-�#�-�#!��
/$!��+./�"+-��((�/$!��!((.��* �2$%./(!.���*�!3�!! ���������
�+-�/$�/�-!�.+*��(+*!��#�-�#!� ++-�!3,!-/.���0/%+*��#�%*./�
)�'%*#�/$%.����+��/��+0-.!("�,-+&!�/����-�#!� ++-.��-!�$!�14��
�* ���,!-.+*�$�.�/+��!��+)"+-/��(!�2%/$�/$!�!(!�/-%��(��* �
)!�$�*%��(��+),+*!*/.�+"�%*./�((�/%+*����-�#!� ++-.�2%((�
�+)!�2%/$���2�--�*/4��+1!-%*#��*4� �)�#!�/$�/�+��0-.�
2$!*�%/�%.�,-+"!..%+*�((4�%*./�((! ���+2!1!-��/$!�2�--�*/4�
2%((��!�1+% ! �%"� �)�#!�%.���0.! ��4���$+)!+2*!-�/-4%*#�
/+�%*./�((�/$!� ++-���$0.��/$!�.�"!./��* �7.)�-/!./8�/$%*#�/+�
 +�%.�(!�1!�%/�0,�/+�/$!�,-+"!..%+*�(.�� �

54 L I V I N G M A G A Z I N E . N E T   | � � � 	 � � � � � � � D F W  H O M E  I M P R OV E M E N T  I S S U E



   
� � � �

� �
  

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � �
� � �

� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � �
� � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � �
�

� � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � �
� � � �

� � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � �

!"#$"%&'(
)'*%+'$","-.

/''0123
4

56''-751,"%/"8(',9(1'2

:;<"-*6"%='*,
5/>>%>:?@AB?>%('-9=.
A"2(1'2%C1$123%A939D12"

0',%:E";196%:9$1238F

!"#$"%&'(
)'*%+'$","-.

Since 1972

!"#$%&'()*)+#(
!"#$%&'((')*"!)$#+*$,"!-!.$

!"#$%&&'#()*+,(&-)**)-'#(+.+/%0)'"
/%&'1%(-')*+2+3#44%"5')*

!"#$%&'($)*+,+!!�!-./0123/-456.7

!"#$%&'()&
*(+&,(-.$/&)0&

6789+:;/;:7+
<==/+3=>!;?@ ����

85)(+$#"+)+5#40*%-%+
*'&-+#$+#A"+&%"B'5%&

55�� 	 � � � � � � � � � |   L I V I N G M A G A Z I N E . N E T

DFW Home Improvement Issue.indd   55 ���������������ɐ$0



BeckoningBu! " f lies

icture this. It ’s early morning, and the sky ’s still 
pink with the sunrise. There you sit , coffee cup in 
hand, companionable dog at your feet, watching the 
butterflies dance in and out of your flower garden. 
What could be more relaxing? If you’ve dreamed of 

just such a scene, it may be easier than you think.

Thanks to our diverse ecoregion and long growing season, Texas 
plays host to more butterfly species than any other state in the 
union. And whether you live on a sprawling ranch, a suburban 
homestead, or an urban condominium, it ’s easy to attract these 
winged beauties into your life.

Design an Enticing Space
Butterflies don’t ask for much, but they do need six or more hours 
of sunlight — preferably midmorning to mid-afternoon — and 
shelter from the elements that can come from trees or plants and 
chemical-free soil.

DID YOU KNOW?
A GROUP OF BUTTERFLIES 
IS CALLED A “KALEIDOSCOPE.”

HOW TO PLAN A GARDEN
THEY WILL LOVE

BY  M I M I  G R E E N WO O D  K N I G H T
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Selecting Your Plants
Butterflies require both host plants and 
nectar plants. A host plant is one onto 
which butterflies, and moths lay their 
eggs and whose leaves provide a buffet 
for emerging caterpillars. Also known as 
larval host plants or caterpillar host plants, 
they ’re usually native plants that have 
evolved alongside butterflies and moths. 
Since some butterflies will only lay their 
eggs on a specific plant, find out what 
plants it prefers if you hope to attract a 
specific species of butterflies. 
A well-known example of this host/
butterfly symbiosis is monarch 
butterflies and milkweed.

A nectar plant provides food for adult 
butterflies and moths who drink the 
nectar from their flowers. Because 
host plants provide food for butterflies 
in the caterpillar stage while nectar 
plants feed the creatures once they ’ve 
metamorphosed into butterflies, your 
butterfly garden should include both.

Other Attractions
Since a butterfly can’t land on open water 
sources to drink, provide a birdbath or 
other structure with tiny stones and fresh 
water. Butterflies can safely land on the 
stones and drink water to hydrate. You can 
also provide a receptacle with wet sand 
from which they ’ll draw minerals, a habit 
known as puddling. And lastly, because 
butterflies need sun for orientation and to 
warm their wings for flight, you can place 
some flat stones around your landscape 
for butterflies to rest and bask in the sun.

Go for Color
Adult butterflies are attracted to red, 
yellow, orange, pink, and purple blossoms 
with flat-topped or clustered blooms. Be 
sure to include flowers in those colors and 
plan your garden so that when one plant 
stops blooming, another begins. Or opt 
for plants such as lantana, vinca, or zinnia 
that bloom all summer long.

What you do to attract butterflies to your 
landscape will also attract other beneficial 
insects, such as native bees, dragonflies, 
and ladybugs. Together, they pollinate 
our world and provide food for birds, 
lizards, frogs, toads, wasps, and bats, 
contributing to the circle of life. And as 
English naturalist and author Sir David 
Attenborough put it , “ That simple pleasure 
of looking at butterflies in the garden is 
calming to the soul and spirit and good 
for us all.” 

Native Texas Plants 
Butterflies Can’t Resist
When planting to attract pollinators, it’s important to 
choose varieties that thrive in our ecoregion, including :

•  Oak (Quercus), which plays host plant to hundreds 
 of different butterflies and moths and has 
 44 varieties native to Texas

•  Plum or cherry (Prunus) will add dramatic blooms 
 to your spring landscape

•  Willow (Salix), which is also the fastest-growing tree

•  The Texas state tree, pecan (Carya), also 
 feeds small mammals, birds, and humans

•  Goldenrod (Solidago) plays host to 80 different 
 butterflies and moths

•  Sunflowers (Helianthus), a powerhouse host plant

•  Prickly pear (Opuntia), the state plant of Texas

•  Evening primrose (Oenothera), which acts as both a 
 nectar and a host plant

DID YOU KNOW?
THERE ARE THIRTY TYPES OF 
BUTTERFLY-LOVING MILKWEED 
NATIVE TO THE STATE OF TEXAS.

57D F W  H O M E  I M P R OV E M E N T  I S S U E 



�	�������
���������	�������	������
�	��	�����������������
�
����	�������������
����	���	���������������������������������
\RXU�OLYLQJ�VSDFH�ZKLOH�PDNLQJ�VPDUW�ā�QDQFLDO�GHFLVLRQV��
ZHÚYH�JRW�\RX�FRYHUHG��+HUH�DUH�D�IHZ�UHQRYDWLRQV�WKDW�ZLOO�
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Renovating your home is an exciting endeavor, but it can 
also be a substantial investment. If you’re looking to enhance 
\RXU�OLYLQJ�VSDFH�ZKLOH�PDNLQJ�VPDUW�ā�QDQFLDO�GHFLVLRQV��
ZHÚYH�JRW�\RX�FRYHUHG��+HUH�DUH�D�IHZ�UHQRYDWLRQV�WKDW�ZLOO�
QRW�RQO\�DGG�YDOXH�WR�\RXU�KRPH�EXW�DOVR�VDYH�\RX�PRQH\�
LQ�WKH�ORQJ�UXQ�

S P E N D I N G  T H AT
pays  o f f
5(129$7,216�7+$7�
WILL SAVE YOU MONEY

(Formerly Rockwall Floor Coverings)
40+ Years of Serving Rockwall

972-771-8391  •  903 S. Goliad St.
RockwallFloorAndPaint.com

STYLEyour
REFRESH

MENTION THIS 
AD BEFORE

June 1ST AND 
RECEIVE UP TO
$500 OFF!

ś Ŕ Ś Ơ ŕ Ś ŗ Ơ ř Ś Ś Ś
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ENERGY-EFFICIENT WINDOWS

�����'#��"�����"%�����������$������)������� "�&��������$%"���
OLJKW�DQG�YHQWLODWLRQ��%\�RSWLQJ�IRU�HQHUJ\�HIā�FLHQW�ZLQGRZV��
\RX�FDQ�VLJQLā�FDQWO\�UHGXFH�\RXU�XWLOLW\�ELOOV��7KHVH�ZLQGRZV�
�"����#������$��������*�����$�$"��#��"����� ����)�%"������
FRRO�LQ�WKH�VXPPHU�DQG�ZDUP�LQ�WKH�ZLQWHU��7KH�DGYDQFHG�
LQVXODWLRQ�SURSHUWLHV�RI�HQHUJ\�HIā�FLHQW�ZLQGRZV�ZLOO�ORZHU�
)�%"�"��������������$����������������#)#$��#��"�#%�$�������
���"�)�#�&���#����% �$��	�����&�"�$�����$��#��#�&���#�����
����% �$��$��%#���#���������"#����������$���#�%�����&�#$���$�
��"������'��"#�

LED LIGHTING

$�ZHOO�OLW�KRPH�QRW�RQO\�HQKDQFHV�LWV�DHVWKHWLF�DSSHDO�EXW�
��#���� ��$#�)�%"����"�)��( ��#�#���'�  �����%$�$"���$������
LQFDQGHVFHQW�EXOEV�IRU�HQHUJ\�HIā�FLHQW�/('�OLJKWV�LV�D�EULOOLDQW�
FKRLFH��/('�OLJKWLQJ�FRQVXPHV�VLJQLILFDQWO\�OHVV�HQHUJ\��
�����$#����������# �������#�)�%�'��+$������$��"� �����$����
�#��"�!%��$�)���)��������$��#�#�� ���#'�$����)�%�����#�&��
% �$���
���������$������#$#������&�"����������'��"#�����
VDYH�DURXQG������SHU�\HDU�E\�LQFRUSRUDWLQJ�/('�OLJKWLQJ�
WKURXJKRXW�WKHLU�KRPHV��6R�ZK\�QRW�EULJKWHQ�XS�\RXU�DERGH�
ZKLOH�NHHSLQJ�\RXU�EDQN�DFFRXQW�KDSS\"

UPGRADED APPLIANCES

:KHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�PD[LPL]LQJ�VDYLQJV�RQ�DSSOLDQFHV��(QHUJ\�
6WDU�FHUWLā�HG�PRGHOV�DUH�WKH�ZD\�WR�JR��7KHVH�DSSOLDQFHV�KDYH�
XQGHUJRQH�ULJRURXV�WHVWLQJ�WR�PHHW�VWULFW�HQHUJ\�HIā�FLHQF\�
VWDQGDUGV�VHW�E\�WKH�(QYLURQPHQWDO�3URWHFWLRQ�$JHQF\�
�(3$���:KHWKHU�LWÚV�D�UHIULJHUDWRU��GLVKZDVKHU��RU�ZDVKLQJ�
PDFKLQH��(QHUJ\�6WDU�FHUWLā�HG�PRGHOV�XVH�OHVV�HQHUJ\�WKDQ�
$���"����&��$��������%�$�" �"$#��"�#%�$�������#�&���#����% �$��
�	��� �"�)��"����$��$���"���&������$����������#�����#��"$�
GHVLJQ��(QHUJ\�6WDU�DSSOLDQFHV�QRW�RQO\�VDYH�\RX�PRQH\�EXW�
DOVR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�D�JUHHQHU�DQG�PRUH�VXVWDLQDEOH�KRPH��

WATER-SAVING FIXTURES

&RQVHUYLQJ�ZDWHU�LV�QRW�RQO\�EHQHā�FLDO�IRU�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�EXW�
DOVR�IRU�\RXU�ā�QDQFHV��8SJUDGLQJ�\RXU�EDWKURRP�DQG�NLWFKHQ�
ā�[WXUHV�WR�ZDWHU�VDYLQJ�DOWHUQDWLYHV�FDQ�\LHOG�VXEVWDQWLDO�
VDYLQJV�RYHU�WLPH��/RZ�Ă�RZ�VKRZHUKHDGV�DQG�IDXFHWV�UHGXFH�
'�$�"�%#����'�$��%$���� "���#���� �"��"�������"�#%�$����
LQ�D�VLJQLILFDQW�GHFUHDVH�LQ�\RXU�ZDWHU�ELOO��2Q�DYHUDJH��
KRPHRZQHUV�FDQ�VDYH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\������SHU�\HDU�E\�
HPEUDFLQJ�ZDWHU�VDYLQJ�ā�[WXUHV��6R��QRW�RQO\�ZLOO�\RX�EH�
UHGXFLQJ�\RXU�HQYLURQPHQWDO�IRRWSULQW��EXW�\RXÚOO�DOVR�HQMR\�
$���#'��$�#�%������#�&���#�

INSULATION

������$�����#�$����� ����)�%"��������*)����#%��$�����#���)��

�'������#%��$��������"�$���#����$����$���'��$�"�������� #�
�$��%$����$���#%���"��"��%�����)�%"�%#����������$��������
��������#)#$��#���)�% �"������)�%"���#%��$�����)�%�����#�&��
XS�WR�����RQ�\RXU�HQHUJ\�ELOOV�DQQXDOO\��7KLV�WUDQVODWHV�WR�
�%��"��#�������$�$��%#���#����������"#����#�&���#��&�"�$��������
UXQ��3OXV��EHWWHU�LQVXODWLRQ�HQKDQFHV�\RXU�KRPHÚV�HQHUJ\�
HIā�FLHQF\��PDNLQJ�LW�PRUH�DWWUDFWLYH�WR�SRWHQWLDO�EX\HUV�LI�
)�%��&�"��������$��#����

SMART THERMOSTAT

����" �"�$������#��"$�$��"��#$�$��#���"���&�$����$��$���""��#�
FRPIRUW�DQG�FRVW�HIIHFWLYHQHVV��7KHVH�GHYLFHV�HQDEOH�\RX�
$�����$"���)�%"�����+#�$�� �"�$%"��"���$��)��� $���*����
HQHUJ\�XVDJH��6PDUW�WKHUPRVWDWV� OHDUQ�\RXU�KDELWV�DQG�
DGMXVW�WHPSHUDWXUH�VHWWLQJV��DFFRUGLQJO\��PD[LPL]LQJ�HQHUJ\�
HIā�FLHQF\�ZLWKRXW�VDFULā�FLQJ�FRPIRUW��%\�UHGXFLQJ�HQHUJ\�
'�#$���)�%�����#�&���"�%�������� �"�)��"�������$��������
���������( ��#�#��

)URP�UHGXFLQJ�XWLOLW\�ELOOV�WR�HQKDQFLQJ�HQHUJ\�HIā�FLHQF\��WKHVH�
"���&�$���#��"����&�#$���$#�$��$�'���� �)���&�����#���"�)��"#�
WR�FRPH��6R��JR�DKHDG�DQG�HPEDUN�RQ�\RXU�UHQRYDWLRQ�MRXUQH\�
ZLWK�FRQā�GHQFH��NQRZLQJ�WKDW�\RXÚUH�PDNLQJ�ZLVH�FKRLFHV�
WKDW�ZLOO�OHDYH�\RXU�KRPH�EHDXWLIXO�DQG�\RXU�ZDOOHW�IXOOHU��
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Shades by Thermal Guard
Outdoor & Indoor Shades
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Bundling your home and car insurance is 
super easy with GEICO. Not only could you 

save money with a special discount, but you’ll 
also save time by having all your coverages 

in the same place.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not 
available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. 
Homeowners, renters, and condo coverages are written through 
non-affiliated insurance companies and are secured through the 

GEICO Insurance Agency, LLC. GEICO is a registered service mark of 
Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 

20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko® image 
© 1999–2024. © 2024 GEICO 21_633312129

Laura Ferring | 469-390-6500 (press 9)
LaFerring@geico.com | geico.com/flower-mound-ferring

¡Hablamos Español!
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A s the days grow longer and the weather gets warmer, 
your backyard pool beckons you toward lazy hours 
of floating, splashing, diving, dining, and making 
memories with the ones you love. If your pool’s been 

closed all winter, it’s recommended that you begin getting it 
ready about a week before you hope to use it. Here are a few 
things for you or a pool professional to consider when preparing 
for summer fun.

C l e a n  D e b r i s  a n d  G i v e 
Ev e r y t h i n g  a  O n ce - O v e r
Take a little time to survey the area around your pool. Trim 
overhanging trees that might drop leaves in the water. Blow or 
sweep off your pool decking and look for any damage or wear 
and tear. Clean, repair, or replace deck furniture and conduct a 
safety check of pool rails, slides, rescue equipment, ladders, and 
diving boards. Then inventory your chemicals to ensure you have 
what you need on hand. 

Re m o v e  t h e  Co v e r
Your swimming pool cover accumulated water and debris all 
winter. Use a pool cover pump to eliminate old, dirty water 
so it doesn’t end up in your pool as you take the cover off. 
Hose down the cover and give it a good scrub with a 
pool-cover solution.

D o  a  T h o ro u g h  Po o l  I n s p e c t i o n
Remove drain plugs from surface skimmers and wall-return 
equipment and restore directional f ittings. Inspect your pool’s 
pump and filter and replace anything that’s damaged or worn. 

If you disconnected your underwater pool lights for the winter, 
reconnect them. Check all tiles and use a pool scale removal 
product to remove calcium buildup and stains. Thoroughly 
inspect the interior of your pool for damage and make any 
necessary repairs. If you have a fiberglass pool with a gel 
coating, hairline cracks typically won’t affect the integrity 
of your pool, however, large cracks or holes should be 
addressed by a pool professional. 

D o  a  F i n a l  D e b r i s  Re m o v a l
An easy way to get rid of that last bit of debris is to fill the 
pool to the midpoint of the skimmer opening. Then you can 
easily clean leaves, twigs, and debris from the pool’s bottom 
with a pool brush. Empty the basket as well.

Tu r n  o n  F i l te r  a n d  Te s t  Wa te r
Before you test the water or add any chemicals, turn on 
the filter and let it run for 24 hours. Then collect a water 
sample and take it to a pool professional to analyze and offer 
instructions for balancing your pool’s water. They’ll test the 
water’s pH level, alkalinity, calcium hardness, and chlorine 
levels, advise you on shocking the pool, and recommend 
stabilizers, phosphate removers, metal treatment products, or 
algaecides to add a week before that first swim. 
Continue to run the filter for the next few days and vacuum 
debris as it settles. Once you’re done, all that work will pay off 
as you spend summer 2023 enjoying the perfect staycation 
spot right outside your back door. 
CANNONBALL! 

PREP YOUR POOL FOR SOME FUN IN THE SUN
������������	


���	����
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AFFECTED BY THE RECENT STORMS WITH 
WIND AND HAIL DAMAGE AND LEAKS?
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Pools & Spas • Renovations
 Outdoor Kitchens & Living Rooms 

Fireplaces & Fire Pits

Rockwall: 972-772-3358  | Murphy: 972-690-8118 | HOBERTPOOLS.COM

YOUR NEW
SUMMER 
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uring spring, your yard is a different place every day as 
leaves return to trees, the grass renews itself, and local 
nurseries beckon with a rainbow of flowers to brighten 
your landscape. If you’re as excited as I am about the 
approach of spring, it’s an excellent time for a bit of 
prep work to get your yard springtime ready.�
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Start with cleaning up any leaves, twigs, or other 
debris that accumulated over the winter. Employ your 
rake and/or leaf blower to eliminate anything that 
can get stuck in your lawnmower or block fertilizers 
and other benefi cial materials from absorbing 
into your lawn.
Hit your lawn with a combination of fertilizer to feed 
your grass and a pre-emergent such as Scotts Turf 
Builder, to prevent weeds. Follow the directions, but 
in general, you’ll apply it again in six to eight weeks, 
adding a broadleaf weed killer. It’s better to take 
preemptive action than try to play catch-up with 
weeds later. Get your mower out and start it up. If it 
seems sluggish, perform a tune-up, including changing 
the oil and air fi lter, replacing the spark plug, draining 
out and replacing leftover gasoline, and sharpening the 
mower blade.
It always amazes me what a fresh layer of mulch 
can do for a fl owerbed. Along with replenishing the 
mulch, trim back dead branches on shrubs and replace 
anything that didn’t survive the winter. If there are 
shrubs you’ve been meaning to move, spring is the 
time to do it. Consider hiring a tree trimmer (about 
every three years) to prune away dead or dying 
branches on trees which can cause property damage 
or personal harm.
Give your garden tools a good cleaning and 
sterilization since remaining plant sap, dirt, or debris 
can harbor bacteria or fungal spores which may infect 
your new plantings. You can do this with a soak for 
about a half hour in a solution of 10% household 
cleaner to 90% water. Then give your tools a good 
coating of oil to prevent rusting.
Have the soil in your fl ower or veggie beds tested by 
your local agricultural extension service. They can 
diagnose your soil’s current pH and what amendments 
you can add to optimize your planting this season. Pull 
any weeds, trim any winter-killed, brown leaves from 
last year’s perennial fl owers and divide the ones that 
need dividing. Unless you’re using a no-till gardening 
method, turn over the top six to eight inches of soil, 
looking for caterpillars, cutworms, or other garden 
pests that may have overwintered there. Raised beds 
may need to be topped off  with more soil. 
Visit a local nursery and get an idea of what annuals 
you might want to add, then draw up a plan of how 
they’ll work into your perennial landscape. Consider 
incorporating something new and untested with some 
old, faithful plants that consistently produce for you. 
With a little prep work this spring, your garden will 
be ready to provide you with beauty, fragrance, and 
enjoyment all summer long. 
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4765 US Hwy 377
Aubrey, TX 76227 

Nursery (940) 365-5994
Landscape (940) 686-5853

dolandscapeandnursery.com

Let Us Meet All of Your
Landscape and Nursery Needs!

• NEARLY 6 ACRES OF
  PLANTS & TREES

• OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

• CUSTOM LANDSCAPE
  DESIGN 

• IRRIGATION SPRINKLER
  (INSTALL AND REPAIR) 

• LANDSCAPE LIGHTING 

• LANDSCAPE INSTALL 

• RETAINING WALLS 

• ROCK WORK 

• WATER FEATURES  

LI0009638  LI0023441  BP0022836
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Three Considerations When Choosing a Home Security Company
Once you have an idea of the type of 
security system you want, it ’s essential 
to evaluate different home security 
companies. Some things to consider include 
the following:

 Contract length .  Does the company 
 require long-term contracts, or can 
 you go month to month? A contract 

 may not be an issue if  you plan to stay 
 in your home for the foreseeable 
 future.  But if  you rent or move often, 
 you should look for no-contract home 
 security companies. 

 Quick response time.  Ask how long 
 the company’s monitoring center takes 
 to reach out when a security breach is 

 detected. Look for companies that 
 reach out in 30 seconds or less. 

 Helpful customer service.  How fast 
 can you get an employee on the phone? 
 Does the company offer l ive chat 
 options? Make sure you choose a home 
 security company with a strong track 
 record of satisfied customers.  
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BY  S Y D N I  E L L I S

ash, dry, fold, and leave in the basket 
until you want to wear it again, 
then repeat. It ’s the endless laundry 
cycle. Whether you immediately fold 

and put away your clothes (do these people 
actually exist?) or wait until your laundry pile 
could rival Mt. Everest , we can all agree on 
one thing — this chore may be exhausting, 
but it ’s so necessary. Lighten your load and 
make it more fun with these tips and tricks 
highlighting the art of doing laundry. You still 
may not love doing laundry, but it could help 
the process go smoother or maybe even help 
convince the kids to take over!

��������	���������
���
��	�
����


70 L I V I N G M A G A Z I N E . N E T   | � � � � 	 � � � � � � �



���*�&������"'��&�
�"%�'�"(&�!�&�"��,��%&�
���"%���������	���!��
&��!'�����(!�%,�����&�
�%%�)���"!�'���&��!��
��%�.&���$(����%��%�&��%�
"!�'�����&'"%,�"����(!�%,�
�%" �
!�,��"#������" ��

�������������!���!'�
��)���-�'�"!&� ����
&"�#��%" ��"���!����'&�
�!���&��&�

��
����������!�'(%���
&"�#���%�)����%" �'���
�"�#��%%,�'%���*�&�(&���
�(%�!��'������!�&����!�
	,!�&',�'"�*�&��&����

���������������%�!���
�(!����!���,��*�%��
(&���'"� ����&"�#&��!�

(%"#����!����(!�%,�
*�&��"!���!�&'%�� &��
'(�&��"%�'%"(��&�

����������	�������(+(%,�
'�+�"!�&"�#��!�
(%"#��
 ��!'�'��'��'�*�&���&&�
#"#(��%�'��!��,��

�����������������"#���
#"(!���� �'�%���&�
����!&'�%"��&�"%�*""��!�
��"��&�'"�����!�'�� ��
��&��"�%�&�*�%����&"�
(&����!�'(�&�

�����
�������������
�(�������(!�%��&�
�� ���!'"����!���!�
�%��'��%�'��!�

�������
������������"�
��&����(%��,�
���'%���

�(!�%,�
$(�# �!'�
�" #�!,��!'%"�(����
��������',���"%��
'�����%&'�����'%���
*�&��!�� ����!��

�
�����������%&'��(��,�
�('" �'���*�&��!��
 ����!���"%��" ��
(&��*�&�#�"!��%����,�
�%"�'�%����� ����

���������.%��&'����
'%,�!��'"���!����*�,�
'"�&'"#��"&�!��&"��&�
�!�'����%,�%�

Use Clear Dish Soap for Stains
It fights grease on dishes, so why not stains on clothes? Dish soap 
makes an excellent spot treatment. I prefer a clear product , like 
Palmolive Ultra Pure + Clear Liquid Dish Soap . Just pour directly 
on the stain, scrub it with a laundry brush, and throw it in the wash. 
It ’s effective and works double duty in the kitchen. 

Switch to Wool Dryer Balls
Save money — and avoid that dryer sheet residue by 
switching to wool dryer balls like the Eco Dryer balls from 
Friendsheep . Made with 100% New Zealand wool, they help 
dry clothes more evenly, keep laundry soft and fluffy, and 
naturally reduce drying time by up to 40%.

$22, Friendsheep.com

Upgrade Your Laundry Hamper
A new laundry basket might be precisely what 
you need to find joy in folding clothes. The 
Brightroom Laundry Station features a medium-
sized metal basket on the bottom, a small metal 
basket in the middle, and a bar at the top for 
hanging clothes to dry. The whole thing is on 
wheels, making it easy to roll it from your 
room to the washer and dryer and vice versa. 

$40, Target.com

Brighten Whites Outside the Laundry Room
Instead of using bleach, keep your sheets, shirts, and socks extra white with a 
special tip by Martha Stewart. Boil water with a few lemon slices in a pot on the 
stove, then turn off the heat and soak your clothes for an hour. Afterward, wash 
them and hang them to dry in the sun.

Learn What Those Tiny 
Symbols on the Tags Mean
Delicates, outerwear, and linens all have different 
washing recommendations, as revealed in the tiny 
symbol on the tag. Keep a handy guide to these 
symbols and their meanings with the Hearth & 
Hand with Magnolia Laundry Sign . Hang it up 
in the laundry room for quick reference. 

$25, Target.com

Fold Laundry — or Not
It ’s perfectly fine if you’d rather skip this last step. Hang up your shirts and 
pants instead of folding them and put underwear in a drawer as is, although 
undershirts may be an exception. And kid clothes? Don’t even worry about 
it . They ’ll ruffle through the drawers anyway, so save yourself some time. 
Remember, done is better than perfect , so find the system that works for 
you and embrace it . 
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Five More Water 
Conservation Tips
With the demand for water in Texas 
increasing, and the cost rising, here are 
some additional tips to consider:

 1.  Check your irrigation system to 
  make sure your sprinklers are all 
  working properly and that none of 
  them is watering the sidewalk or 
  driveway instead of the lawn.

 2. Pools can lose as much as 80 
  gallons a day in the summer heat 
  because of evaporation. Invest in 
  a pool cover to reduce evaporation.

 3. Insulate water pipes, which means 
  you won’t have to waste gallons 
  of water waiting for the water to 
  get hot.   

 4. Plant drought-resistant plants and 
  trees and surround them with 
  mulch to reduce evaporation and the 
  demand for water. And water your 
  lawn less but more deeply so that 
  moisture reaches the roots — 
  also, water in the early morning 
  or evening.

 5. Reduce the number of times you run 
  the kitchen garbage disposal unit, as 
  it requires as much as five gallons of 
  water each time. And use cold water.
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Are your garage, attic, and closets 
overflowing from the heaps of stuff 

you’ve been saving ‘just in case?’ If so, it 
may be time to put those languishing piles 

to good use — in someone else’s home. 
Follow these suggestions for a successful 

sale and a clutter-free home.

�#��%!�������"�
����!�����$�
!����!����������$��!����!"��

BY KIMBERLY BL AKER
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The  Storefront
A garage is usually the best place to hold a sale, offering 
shelter and requiring little daily set up and tear down. Use a 
covered porch, patio, or yard if your garage is hard to access 
or contains valuables. Make sure you have tarps available to 
protect items from rain and for covering at the end of the day.

All  in  the  Timing
Plan your sale when temperatures are between 60 to 90 
degrees outdoors. Typically, the best days to hold sales are 
Thursdays thru Sundays, with Fridays and Saturdays bringing 
the most traff ic. Mornings get the most signif icant flow of 
shoppers, so the earlier you’re ready, the better.

Displaying  Your Wares
• Don’t heap your merchandise on tables or leave it in boxes 
 to be ransacked. While some are okay with digging through 
 messy stacks, most people won’t bother.
• Use a clothesline or portable clothes racks to hang as 
 much clothing as possible.
• Plenty of table space is also a must. Folding tables are 
 optimal, but you can make a table by resting a sheet of 
 plywood over sawhorses or prop spare wood planks 
 between chairs.
• Neatly fold and stack clothing that can’t be hung on tables, 
 and label stacks according to size. Organize good toys and 
 complete sets where parents and grandparents will easily 
 spot them. Categorize tables and place small articles such 
 as jewelry in divider containers or egg cartons, so  they’re 
 easy to view.
• One exception to the disorderly rule is for small toys. Stick 
 all these little goodies in boxes on the ground where young 
 children can dig for treasures to take home. Label boxes 
 according to the price per item or allow kids to choose one 
 as a prize.
• Finally, make sure batteries and electricity are available to 
 show shoppers that items are in working condition.

Looks are  Everything
Appearance plays a big role in selling used goods and how much 
they can bring. Wash and dry all clothing and linens, then 

fold or hang immediately to prevent wrinkles. Wash dust, dirt, 
and grime from toys, tools, and household items. Also, repair 
broken merchandise when feasible.

Priced  to  Sell  
Don’t overprice items, or you’ll end up packing up nearly 
as much as you started with. Research online ads or resale 
websites for average resale prices for oversized items. But 
remember that this pricing often differs from what people pay 
at a garage sale. 

Advertising
Newspaper classif ied ads or Craigslist, as well as the more 
popular online garage sale locator websites, usually bring the 
best results. In your ad, be sure to include your address and 
main cross streets, dates, and time of your sale, and what you’ll 
be selling. List big items individually and the categories of 
things you’ll sell, like “tools” or “toddler clothing.”
Also, post fliers on the grocery store or laundromat bulletin 
boards. If there are no regulations against doing so, posting 
signs on nearby corners is a must. Remember to put a bright 
sign in front of your house, too. Balloons tied to your mailbox, 
or a tree can make your sale more visible. 
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IXPHV�HPLWWHG�E\�\RXU�FDU��,Q�DQ\�FDVH��
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ZDWHU�KHDWHUV��7KH�HDVLHVW�VROXWLRQ�LV�WR�
" .��)��))/�'�$)-+ �.$*)�!,*(���+'/(�$)"�
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�$'$" ).'3��# �&�.# $,�1�. ,�# �. ,-�*)� ���
ZHHN��,W�LV�HDV\�WR�IRUJHW�DERXW�WKHP�ZKHQ�
WKH\�DUH�RXW�RI�VLJKW�DQG�RXW�RI�PLQG��
�)-+ �.�.# �# �. ,-�.*�� . ,($) �1# .# ,�
.# , ��, ��)3�' �&$)"�+$+ -�*,�0�'0 -�
�)��.#�.�)*�(*$-./, �#�-����/(/'�. ��
LQ�WKH�GUDLQ�SDQ��QRW�HYHQ�D�IHZ�GURSV��
7KDW�FRXOG�VSHOO�WURXEOH�LV�RQ�WKH�ZD\��

�!�.# , �$-�1�. ,��,*/)��.# �+$+ -��0�'0 ��
*,�$)�.# ��,�$)�+�)��./,)�*!!�.# �1�. ,�
.*�.# �# �. ,��.�.# �-*/,� ��)����''���
SURIHVVLRQDO��,I�\RX�DUH�QRW�JHWWLQJ�DQ\�
#*.�1�. ,���# �&�.# �+$'*.�'$"#.�*)�.# �
ZDWHU�KHDWHU��$�Ă�DPH�LJQLWHV�D�JDV�KHDWHU��
1#$' ��)� ' �.,$��# �. ,�/- -���# �.$)"�
HOHPHQW�WR�VWDUW�WKH�KHDWHU��'RXEOH�FKHFN�
.#�.�.# ��$,�/$.��, �& ,�� �$��. ��.*�.# �
ZDWHU�KHDWHUV�KDVQÚW�WULSSHG���

0DNH�\RXU�ZDWHU�KHDWHUV�PRUH�HIā�FLHQW�E\�
LQVXODWLQJ�WKH�KRW�ZDWHU�KHDWHU�SLSHV��<RX�
��)��'-*�$)-/'�. �.# �1�. ,�# �. ,�.�)&�
1$.#���, '�.$0 '3�$) 2+ )-$0 �$)-/'�.$*)�
EODQNHW�RU�HYHQ�XVH�EXEEOH�ZUDS��&KHFN�
.# �.# ,(*-.�.�.*�-  �.# �. (+ ,�./, �
RI�WKH�ZDWHU��0RVW�H[SHUWV�UHFRPPHQG�
&  +$)"�1�. ,�# �. ,-��.����4�.*�+, 0 ).�
���. ,$��!,*(�!*,($)"���/.�*.# ,-�-/"" -.�
���4�$-�#*.� )*/"#��)��1$''��/.��*1)�
RQ�VFDOGLQJ�� ,W� DOVR�ZLOO� ORZHU�\RXU�
KHDWLQJ�FRVWV�

�!�3*/��, ���0 )./,*/-��)��1�).�.*�
(�$).�$)�.# �1�. ,�# �. ,-�3*/,- '!��
I OXVK�WKH�KHDWHU�DW�OHDVW�RQFH�D�\HDU��
�)+'/"��)� ' �.,$��# �. ,�*,�./,)��*1)�
.# �.# ,(*-.�.�*)���"�-�# �. ,�-*�$.�$-)5.�
JRLQJ�WR�VWDUW�PDNLQJ�PRUH�KRW�ZDWHU��
�# )�./,)�*!!�.# ��*'��1�. ,�-/++'3�0�'0 �
�)���..��#���"�,� )�#*- �.*�.# ��,�$)�
YDOYH��8VLQJ�WKH�SUHVVXUH�UHOLHI�YDOYH�RU�
./,)$)"�*)���#*.�1�. ,�!�/� .�$)�.# �#*/- �
DOORZV�DLU�LQWR�WKH�WDQN��$W�WKLV�SRLQW��
3*/�./,)�*)�.# ��,�$)�0�'0 ���)��.# �.�)&�
VKRXOG�EHJLQ�HPSW\LQJ��:DWHU�KHDWHUV�
�*'' �.�- �$( ).��1#$�#��!! �.-�.# $,�
SHUIRUPDQFH�DQG�OLIH�H[SHFWDQF\��<RX�FDQ�
GUDLQ�WKH�WDQN�LQWR�D�Ă�RRU�GUDLQ��RXWVLGH�
\RXU�KRXVH��RU�LQWR�EXFNHWV��5HPHPEHU��
WKH�ZDWHU�ZLOO�EH�H[WUHPHO\�KRW��

�$.#�, "/'�,�(�$). )�)� ����1�. ,�# �. ,�
ZLOO�ODVW�IRU����\HDUV�DQG�SUREDEO\�ORQJHU��
�/.�) "' �.�1$''�-#*,. )�$.-�'$! -+�)��)��
PD\�OHDYH�\RX�LQ�ā�QDQFLDO�KRW�ZDWHU��

T h e re  a re  o p t i o n s  fo r  t ra d i t i o n a l  w a te r 
h e a te rs ,  a n d  t h e  b e s t  m a y  b e  a  ta n k l e s s 
heater that provides hot water on demand. It 
is a small unit that occupies far less space 
than traditional water heaters, and instead 
of storing water in a tank, a heat exchanger 
heats the water spontaneously. So, if someone 
in your family is prone to long showers, for 
example, you won’t run out of hot water.

There are gas and electric tankless water 
h e a te rs ,  w i t h  e l e c t r i c  h e a te rs  c o n s i d e re d 
a b o u t  1 0 %  m o re  ef f i c i e n t .  T h e  m o s t 
significant negative is the cost, averaging 
close to $3,000 and often more if installers 
must modify or change the direction of gas 
lines. But there is also a potential IRS tax 
credit of up to $1,200. Tankless heaters also 
require less maintenance and can be installed 

just about anywhere, even outdoors.

Heat pump water heaters, solar water 
heaters, and other variations of the standard 
water heater are all designed for efficiency 
and to save money. But if you are concerned 
about that tank filled with water above your 
head, a tankless water heater may be the 
best option. 

TA N KS ( L ESS )  Fo r  T h e  M e m o r i es
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BY ANNET TE BROOKS  
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IMPROVE YOUR HOME’S WATER QUALITY 

*HW�D�ZKROH�KRXVH�ZDWHU�ā�OWHU�DQG�HQMR\�FOHDQHU��VDIHU�ZDWHU�
�(%#��,�(/�*�&���)!�/%+(�-�*�(�'+�" */��%$)+"*�$*���%+*�� ���(�$*�
)/)*�#)��$��"%%!��%(�*�%)��*��*��%""%-���
������)*�$��(�)��
���"%��"�� $��&�$��$*�%(��$ 0�* %$��*�����
�)*�$��(�)�*��#�
3��� " *�*�)�*�����,�"%&#�$*�%��&+�" �����"*��)*�$��(�)�4��$�� *)�
)�(, ���*��#)�3*�)*���+� *���$����(* �/�&(%�+�*)��$��)�(, ��)�4�

The Candle Debate
D o  yo u  l o ve  t h e  s c e n t  a n d  f l i c ke r i n g  f l a m e 
of  a  c a n d l e  b u r n i n g  i n  yo u r  h o m e ?  I  u s e d  to 
h a ve  a  candle going somewhere in my house 
several hours a day and especially enjoyed using 
fresh scents. Then one day, when our HVAC tech 
was performing a spring check-up on our system, 
he walked into the room holding the HVAC filter 
he’d just replaced with a new one, and it was 
completely black. 

T h e  c a n d l e  d e b a t e  i s  c o n t ro v e rs i a l .  C a n d l e 
manufacturers claim they aren’t hazardous to 
our health, and some believe soy candles are 
healthier than paraffin candles. My personal 
choice was to install a whole-home air purification 
system that actively removes many odor-causing 
contaminants from the indoor air.  And when 
I  occasional ly  want a pleasant scent in  my 
home,  l ike when I ’m entertaining, I use essential 
oil blends in a cold air diffusion machine.
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W     e all know the saying a dog is “man’s 
best friend.” The question is, are we 
returning the favor? Anyone who has 

watched an infomercial on cable TV showing how 
some dogs are mistreated or neglected by their 
owner knows how upsetting this can be. Sometimes, 
however, people don’t even realize they are neglecting 
their pet’s health.
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Thanks for voting us the
Best Flooring Store in 2023.

We'd love to have your
vote of confidence once again!

�,1%$�1'%��%01�����,**(11%$�1,��5#%))%+#%
�*(116�0��),,/��,3%/(+&
�"6(+&��2")(16�"1�!,2/��%%1�

�#"+�1,��%.2%01
"��/%%��01(*"1%�

Family-
owned
since
1958
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20 Years 
Trusted Service
in Rockwall!
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