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Summer Term Reading Challenge

Nine Short Stories to Inspire, Excite and Challenge - all available for free online!

Read them to yourself or aloud to someone at home.

\

4 ‘The Curious Case of

Benjamin Button’, by F
Scott Fitzgerald.
Read it here.

This short story
follows the unusual
life of Benjamin
Button, who is born
an old man and
grows younger
throughout his life.

F Scott Fitzgerald is a
very famous American
writer. He lived a
wealthy and exciting
life, and his writing
explores the glamour of
the jazz age in 1920s
USA. His most famous
book is ‘The Great
Gatsby’.

‘Games at Twilight’, by

Anita Desai.
Read it here.

It’s a hot, hot day
and Ravi and his
friends are playing
hide and seek. Ravi
is nervous but finds
the perfect spot.
Will his efforts lead
to triumph?

Anita Desai is an
Indian writer who has
been writing short
stories and novels
since the 1960s. She’s
been nominated for
the prestigious Booker
Prize three times.

‘The Darkness Out
There’, by Penelope
Lively.

Read it here.

Sandra has volunteered
to help at an old lady’s
house. It’s near the
spooky spot of Packer’s
End, where a German
plane fell during WW2.
In learning about the
past, Sandra learns
about the goodness of
the people near her.

Penelope Lively
writes for both
adults and children.
Her most famous
novel ‘Moon Tiger’
won the Booker
Prize in 1987.

Read it here.

‘The Short Happy Life R
of Francis Macomber’,
by Ernest Hemingway.

J

Francis Macomber is
an unhappily
married man. He
goes on safari,
determined to kill a
lion to impress his
wife... But who is the
hunter and who is
the hunted?

Hemingway is one of
America’s most
celebrated authors. He
wrote about
masculinity, power and
love, and won the
Nobel Prize for
Literature in 1954.



https://americanliterature.com/author/f-scott-fitzgerald/short-story/the-curious-case-of-benjamin-button
https://americanliterature.com/author/f-scott-fitzgerald/short-story/the-curious-case-of-benjamin-button
http://faculty.washington.edu/jdb/303/Hemingway/The%20Short%20Happy%20Life%20of%20Francis%20Macomber.pdf
http://faculty.washington.edu/jdb/303/Hemingway/The%20Short%20Happy%20Life%20of%20Francis%20Macomber.pdf
https://digestablewords.wordpress.com/short-story-games-at-twilight-by-anita-desai/
https://digestablewords.wordpress.com/short-story-games-at-twilight-by-anita-desai/
https://genius.com/Penelope-lively-the-darkness-out-there-annotated
https://genius.com/Penelope-lively-the-darkness-out-there-annotated

‘The Flowers’ by
Alice Walker.
Read it here.

‘A Cup of Tea’ by
Katherine
Mansfield.
Read it here.

‘Skin’ by Roald

Dahl. Read it here.

This story was
written during the
Civil Rights
Movement in
America, when many
writers were fighting
against racism and
discrimination. Myop
finds a man
murdered violently,
and it triggers her
change from child to
adult.

Alice Walker is a
writer and social
activist. Her work
criticises injustice
in society,
especially
violence against
African
Americans and

women.

Rosemary is rich,
outgoing and well-
mannered. But she
worries about her

appearance. So
when she brings a
homeless girl home

to look after, her
husband knows just
how to get rid of
her...

Katherine
Mansfield was
born in New
Zealand but moved
to England as a
young woman. She
died aged 34,
having written
many popular
short stories.

What happens if
you get a tattoo
by a world-
famous artist on
your back? Be
warned: this story
might have a
sinister ending...

Roald Dahl needs no
introduction: his
books, such as
‘Matilda’, ‘The BFG’
and ‘Boy’ have
delighted readers all
round the world.
‘Skin’ is taken from
his collection of
short stories for
adults and young
people.
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‘The Little

‘The Tell-Tale )
Heart’ by Edgar Mermau-i’ _by Hans
Allen Poe. Christian
Read it here. Anderson.
Read it here.
An unstable The famous story

narrator commits
a terrible crime;
he hears a never-
ending heart-beat
reminding him of
his guilt.

Edgar Allen Poe
is a famous
short story
writer and a

master of
suspense and
the gothic
genre.

of a mermaid
who falls in love
with a human.
The original story
is much sadder
than the Disney
version.

Hans Christian
Anderson is a
Danish writer
most famous for
his world-famous
fairy tales,
including ‘The
Emperor’s New
Clothes’ and ‘The
Snow Queen’.



https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxhYmhzc2hvcnRzdG9yeXxneDozZDU2N2NlY2RjNjdhNDFj
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxhYmhzc2hvcnRzdG9yeXxneDozZDU2N2NlY2RjNjdhNDFj
https://www.tesd.net/cms/lib/PA01001259/Centricity/Domain/542/Skin%20by%20Roald%20Dahl.pdf
https://www.tesd.net/cms/lib/PA01001259/Centricity/Domain/542/Skin%20by%20Roald%20Dahl.pdf
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/tei-ManDove-t1-body1-d4.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/tei-ManDove-t1-body1-d4.html
https://www.poemuseum.org/the-tell-tale-heart
https://www.poemuseum.org/the-tell-tale-heart
https://andersen.sdu.dk/moocfiles/littlemermaid.pdf
https://andersen.sdu.dk/moocfiles/littlemermaid.pdf

Free Audio Book Links

Free Audible audiobooks for students
Poetry on Audio from Wrecking Ball Press
Free Audiobooks from Librivox

BBC sounds- click on the latest episodes to

find the whole series.
Audiobooks from World Book Day



https://stories.audible.com/discovery
http://wreckingballpress.com/wrecking-ball-press-digital-content/
https://librivox.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/category/audiobooks?sort=latest
https://www.worldbookday.com/world-of-stories/#teen

Literary Podcasts

Dinosaurs Didn’t Read by Bury Libraries

it Hub Radio

Penguin Podcasts

British Library Podcasts

Women’s Prize for Fiction podcast



https://audioboom.com/channels/4988486
https://lithub.com/lithub-radio/
https://www.penguin.co.uk/podcasts/
https://www.bl.uk/podcasts
https://play.acast.com/s/womensprizeforfictionpodcast

Recommended Reading Lists

Click This Link to view and download a variety of reading
lists, such as:

Animal Books
Books Around the World
Books to make you cry

Dystopian Reading

Fantasy Adventure Books

Science Fiction books
Key Stage 3 & 4 Stretch and Challenge List



https://www.dropbox.com/sh/kh09a39zzh3vt99/AAAvqVSd1BAu-Uk-q4m-AYjBa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/kh09a39zzh3vt99/AAAvqVSd1BAu-Uk-q4m-AYjBa?dl=0&preview=Animal+Books+2019-2020.docx
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/kh09a39zzh3vt99/AAAvqVSd1BAu-Uk-q4m-AYjBa?dl=0&preview=Books+around+the+World+maps+with+titles+linked+to+display.docx
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/kh09a39zzh3vt99/AAAvqVSd1BAu-Uk-q4m-AYjBa?dl=0&preview=Books+to+make+you+cry+2019-2020.docx
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/kh09a39zzh3vt99/AAAvqVSd1BAu-Uk-q4m-AYjBa?dl=0&preview=Dystopian+reading+list+2019-2020.docx
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/kh09a39zzh3vt99/AAAvqVSd1BAu-Uk-q4m-AYjBa?dl=0&preview=Fantasy+adventure+books+for+fans+of+Percy+Jackson+2019-2020.docx
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/kh09a39zzh3vt99/AAAvqVSd1BAu-Uk-q4m-AYjBa?dl=0&preview=Science+Fiction+and+Fiction+with+Science+Links+2019-2020.docx
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/kh09a39zzh3vt99/AAAvqVSd1BAu-Uk-q4m-AYjBa?dl=0&preview=Key+Stage+3+and+4+stretch+and+challenge+list.docx

More Reading links

Authors without borders: Tales of Heroism and resilience, new historical
fiction.

The Lit Hub Youtube channel has readings, launches, discussions and
interviews with authors

Authors Live on Demand

Authorfy: Free Author Videos

Author Masterclasses from World Book Day

Author Neil Gaiman Videos



https://authorswithoutborders.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN-gxI6yF_rj865IZLryg8A/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN-gxI6yF_rj865IZLryg8A/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN-gxI6yF_rj865IZLryg8A/videos
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/authors-live-on-demand
https://authorfy.com/
https://www.worldbookday.com/online-masterclasses/
http://www.mousecircus.com/videos/
http://www.mousecircus.com/videos/
http://www.mousecircus.com/videos/

9-12 Years

New Releases

NIGHTSHADE

ANTHONY HORTNTT
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13+ Years

New Releasas
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New Releases
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Year 7 Accelerated Reader

The current Accelerated Reader Rankings since school closures are:

1st  7C- 3,164,026 words read
2nd  7N- 1,928,857 words read
3rd  7L-1,775,297 words read
4+ 7A- 752,688 words read
5th  7T-490,176 words read
6th  7P-361,433 words read

Once you’ve finished reading a book or listening to an audio book, quiz it
here.



https://ukhosted44.renlearn.co.uk/1893886/Public/RPM/Login/Login.aspx?srcID=s
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