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Plan your ride at www.CruiseTheOzarks.com
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•	 Start You Own Ozarks 			 
	 Bucket List 
•	 12 Ride Maps of  Great
	 Riding Across the Ozarks
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Ads paid for with a combination of state and Ozark Mountain Region funds.

Wade's Exxon
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

7036 South Hwy 65, Leslie
(870) 447-2466

Full Deli Serving
Chester's Chicken

and Big Rock Pizza

You’ll find the best riding in the
Heart of the Ozarks in...

Searcy County
Visit our website to plan your next ride
SearcyCountyArkansas.org/area-attractions
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T O U R I N G  M O T O R C Y C L E  A C C E S S O R I E S
Trikes by 
•	Hannigan
•	Motortrike
•	Reversed Trikes 	
by Sturgis R18
•	Honda Certified
Technician for all
your service needs
• Harley Technician
on staff
•	Gene’s Gallery 	is the 	
longest continuously
operated motorcycle 	
store in Springfield
• Since 1977! 945 N. Glenstone

Springfield, MO
417-831-6592
genesgallery.com

Tires • Accessories
Service • Gear
Bikes & Trikes
Great waiting room

One of our favorite pictures from the Fayetteville era of Bikes, Blues & BBQ. It was 
used on the cover of Issue #5. BBB is now thriving in its new home, Rogers, Ark.

Sturgis R18
New Trike kit  for 

2018 & up GL 
1800 Goldwings

Sturgis R 18

Reversed Trikes 	
by Sturgis R18

The Midwest’s 
Largest & Best

Goldwing® 
Store

© 2024 David Bell, LLC • CruiseTheOzarks.com • See message from the publisher on page 31
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Here are five places you’re sure to enjoy “Off the Beaten Path”.
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The junction of AR 221 
& CR 302

Is at the  “Y” intersection

AR 221 ends at the
Madison Co. Line

Rock
House Rd.

CR 302

“Race
Track” Rd. is

AR 221

Map Copyright by David Bell, LLC

Race Track Road

Step back in time...
Be sure to set a

day aside to visitBerryville
Only 15 minutes East of Eureka Springs • Learn more about our history at www.BerryvilleAR.gov

Berryville’s Motorcycle-Friendly RV Park Quiet, convenient, easy to
access, in the Heart of the 

Ozarks. Enjoy our
clean facilities and
grounds on U.S. 62

We invite you to 
stay in Berryville

Find us at:
BerryvilleAR.gov

506 South Main 
(U.S. 62)

Saunders
Museum

Visit this national treasure in Berryville... since1956

Saunders Museum with Firearms and Artifacts from Around the World
Guns Owned by Outlaws and Good Guys • Saunders’ Private Collection 

115 E. Madison Ave. • 870-423-2563 • www.berryvillear.gov

Open:
April 15 – 1st Sat. in Nov.
Mon-Sat:
10:30 pm– 4  pm

A dsplay of
amazing

Mmarksmansh.
Spoon shot in midair
by “Buck” Saunders.

One-of-a-kind 
world class 

gun
collection

Clip from Clyde’s Gun

Clyde Barrow’s Hat!From the
outlaws

Bonnie & Clyde

This map of  Race Track Road is
sponsored by the City of  Berryville
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of the Ozarks
Heart

I live in the midst of plenty, with an embarrassment
of riches... riding-wise, that is. I’m surrounded by
ribbons of pavement winding along the ridges and 
hills and valleys of the Ozarks. They pass through
gorgeous scenery, often beside the creeks and 
streams that have carved the rugged landscape
and terrain of northern Arkansas.

Continued on Page 6

By David Bell

AR 43 snaking through the Boxley Valley along
the Buffalo National River on its way to Ponca, Ark.
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T		    here are numerous Ozarks high-
ways that I can string together for a great 
ride. And  my cure for a common weekend 
is a ride through the Ozarks — one that 
captures the essence of this wonderful 
area. Depending on whether I want to 
cruise leisurely or drag a knee on its sharp 
curves, a ride can eat up an entire day or it 
can be over in a few hours. Here’s the low-
down on some of the fantastic stretches of 
road I consider the ‘Heart of the Ozarks’.
	 I can motor 11 miles south out of Ber-

ryville on AR 21, to a dot on the map called 
Metalton, and catch County Road 719.This 
back road cutoff intersects with AR 103 and 
runs east to U.S. 412. I stay on AR 103 and 
ride east to Osage, home to a few houses 
and a pottery shop located a historic coun-
try store. The community, though, is mostly 
a way point on my ride. From Osage, AR 
103makes a wonderful serpentine run to 
AR 43, which weaves down into the Buffalo 
River/Boxley Valley area at Ponca.
	 The homesteaded community of Pon-

ca is a tiny place on the extreme north end 
of the beautiful Boxley Valley. However, it 
does have a thriving economy based on ca-
noeing, hiking and other outdoor activities, 
including riding the fantastic roads of the 
area. It sits on the southern end of one of 
the best sport bike stretches in the Ozarks, 
the 14 miles of AR 74 from Ponca to Jasper, 
and it climbs more than 600 feet vertical-
ly via a series of switchbacks rivaling the 
Dragon. There are heavily timbered drop-
offs on the west side and a steep hillside on 

...and an Oklahoma rider cruises down AR 21. A Chicago rider climbs out from Ponca on AR 74.

Unwritten rule of the road–this guy has the right-of-way. Downtown Jasper is a true gem in the Heart of the Ozarks, regardless of the time of day.

This rider begins his ride on the Berryville Square...	        ...and this rider flies “Old Glory” on U.S. 62 near Thorncrown Chapel.

Continued from page 5 

One of my favorite rides in the Heart of the Ozarks
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Above: The ‘Peanuts’ comic strip had a kite-eating tree but Jasper has an infamous 
motorcycle-eating tree, on the homestead of rider Wayne Clark. “I didn’t start out to 
make a pro–Harley statement. It’s just that the old junker Japanese bikes were less 
expensive,” Clark said. Below: A vintage Goldwing tackles the twists and curves of AR 
341, aka Push Mountain Road.

the east side.
	 Eleven miles from Ponca, keep an eye out for Wayne Clark’s 
whimsical motorcycle tree. He started hanging mostly Japanese 
bikes on this tree “because I could get them so cheap,” he says 
with a smile. It’s true motorcycle art and a don’t-miss photo op-
portunity.
	 In Arkansas there’s a town called Diamond City. But there’s 
only one true jewel in the crown of the Ozarks — the small moun-
tain village of Jasper, on AR 7. Jasper and Newton County pros-
pered in the 1960s and ’70s after the designation of the Buffalo 
River as the nation’s first National River. Coincidentally the area 
also benefited from the influx of back-to-the-earth hippies. Locals 
and the newly arrived counterculture types got along very well, 
and Jasper developed into this wonderful recreational destina-
tion. More recently, motorcyclists discovered Jasper and it has 
grown into a popular stop for riders.
	 Jasper has several restaurants, shops and lodging for riders. 
Plus, there are no better roads in the Ozarks than those in Newton 
County.
	 Continuing to ride south on AR 7, I catch AR 374  and 
cruise over to AR 123 and my next way-point, Mount Judea, an-
other tiny Ozarks mountain community.
	 The 50-mile stretch of AR 123 from Mount Judea — locals 
call it “Mount Judy” — to Clarksville is one of the best single-high-
way rides in the Ozarks. AR 123 climbs south from Mount Judea 
with three-and-a-half miles of switchbacks and tight curves. The 
highway features both broad and tight sweepers that run across a 
line of beautiful ridges. There’s a spot where AR 123, AR 7, and AR 
16 all intersect — Pelsor, aka Sand Gap. I call it ‘The Trifecta’, the 
intersection of three great Ozarks highways
	 There’s a ’30s era country store there that’s a convenient rally 
point, Hankins Country Store. It’s a convenient place to grab a 
burger or sandwich, a snack, a bottle of water, or fuel up yopur 
ride. AR 123 dives southwest from Pelsor and crosses one of the 
Ozarks’ premier float streams, Big Piney, via a beautiful 1930s-era 
one-lane steel-truss bridge. I stopped to photograph the bridge 
and a couple of sport bike riders pulled over to chat before con-
tinuing their attack on the highway
	 My ride continues south to U.S. 64, which takes me west to 
Clarksville. From this small college town I can get home by a cou-
ple of different great routes.  On this ride I take AR 103 north, not 
physically connected to the previously traveled AR 103 through 
Osage. This section of AR 103 soon becomes very twisty ride, as 
it climbs back into the Heart of the Ozarks. It leads to AR 215 and 
yet another tiny mountain town called Oark, with no “z”. It’s a very 
popular stop with riders and is home to the oldest continuously 
operating general store in Arkansas — since 1890. It features a 
wonderful restaurant, serving great burgers, homemade pies and 
much more. And it has fuel.
	 Taking the winding AR 21back west out of Oark leads to a 
ride north on half of the Pig Trail, on AR 23. The 24-mile long Pig 
Trail earns its unique moniker mostly because it’s a fantastic sce-
nic and twisty ride. At the intersect AR 16 I’m officially off the Pig 
Trail and AR 23 and AR 16 run together for a few miles. I can either 
stay on AR 23 north to Eureka Springs, or take AR 16 to AR 21. AR 
21 breaks off south down into the lower Boxley Valley, headwa-

ters of the Buffalo River. The valley is often described as one of 
the most gorgeous areas in the entire Ozarks and AR 21 takes me 
back home to Berryville.
	 With the conclusion of this ride I have completed one of the 
most iconic rides in the Heart of the Ozarks.  		  CTO
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NNative Americans revered these springs for 
their healing properties. The many different 
tribes who visited the area made a pact that 
while at these special sacred places they 
would put aside their differences and quar-
rels and avoid all conflict while there. 
	 So, when White settlers discovered 
this area they, too, appreciated the health 
benefits of what they eventually would call 
Eureka Springs, a Victorian-era destination. 
And Eureka Springs’ economy has always 
been tied to water... and the tourism that 
the waters brought. Even before the city 
was founded, on July 4th, 1896, its repu-
tatuin for healing water was known across 
the country. Most notably its water was sold 
under the name “Ozarka Water”, which is still 
a brand-name today. It was nicknamed “the 
town that water built”. Even after modern 
medicine began to bring an end to the 
notion of healing waters Eureka Springs 
continued to thrive.
	 Today the city is known for its eclectic 
personality, a draw for artists and a wonder-
ful destination for riders who want to enjoy 
the fantastic roads of the Ozarks by day and 
have a great nightlife experience afterward.

CTO 

Eureka Springs is a magical photo-op stop, especially at Basin Spring Park downtown.

Plan to visit this
Victorian gem
of the Ozarks!

Above & below: Riders enjoy downtown
Eureka Springs for relaxing and cruising.

Above: Downtown Eureka Springs’ Historic
 Loop. Below: Riders enjoy Basin Spring Park.

Eureka   Springs...Eureka   Springs...
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The Dam Bridge Loop

Beaver Lake

White River

Table Rock Lake

Eureka Spgs

Beaver Town

Beaver 
Dam

Beaver 
Bridge

Missouri
Arkansas

AR 23

US 62

AR 23

AR 23

AR 23

US 62

AR 187

US 62

AR 187

AR 187

US 62 AR 187

Map Copyright by David Bell, LLC

	 Eureka Springs is not just a place to hang out in the evenings after a day in the saddle. 
Eureka is also a destination in itself. There are plenty of activities and diversions around the area 
besides riding, as evidenced by the number of those who come to town in autos just to take in 

the shopping, dining and outdoor recre-
ational opportunities offered by this part of 
the Ozarks.
     But riders come for the opportunities to 
take in the gorgeous scenery and enjoy the 
roads.
      So, during the long days of summer there 
is plenty of time to enjoy not only this fan-
tastic Victorian destination but also to make 
this wonderful short ride across the unique, 
historic Beaver Bridge and the massive Bea-
ver Dam. Connecting these two is a loop I 
call “The Bam Bridge Loop”. It’s a 26-mile ride 
that’s a perfect sampling of both the scenic 
byways as well as the twisty roads that are 
representative of the “Heart of the Ozarks”. It 
will be a memorable 45 minute highlight of 
your visit to Eureka Springs.                     CTO

Rowdy Beaver Restaurant & Tavern
Getting

Rowdy Since 
2006!

Check Out Our
New Menu Items

 Steaks • Smoked Meats • Seafood
Pulled Pork • Burgers • Salads

Live Music
Bar is always open late! • Open 7 Days a Week • Sun.-Th. 11 am–9 pm • Fri.-Sat. 11 am–10 pm 

417 W. Van Buren • 479-253-8544 • www.RowdyBeaver.com

A must-do ride out of  Eureka Springs, sponsored by Rowdy Beaver

Let’s Eat... in Eureka Springs    •    RIDER-FRIENDLY RESTAURANTS • CAFES • BAR & GRILLS

Holiday Island

Rowdy
Beaver
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	 RIDER – FRIENDLY   LODGING, CAMPROUNDS AND CABINS

Staying with the Finest in Eureka Springs
Edelweiss Inn

• 100% Non Smoking Rooms
• Newly Renovated Rooms
• Centrally Located
• Trolley Stop

• Restaurants Adjacent
• Continental Breakfast
• Free WiFi • Outdoor Decks
• Route Maps Available

479-363-6990
www.EdelweissInn.com

2066 E. Van Buren

“In the heart of where you want to be”

Wanderlust RV

(479) 253-9400
www.logcabininnes.com

Log Cabin Inn

“A Gatewqy to History”
42 Kingshighway • On the Historic Loop

Let’s Eat... in Eureka Springs    •    RIDER-FRIENDLY RESTAURANTS • CAFES • BAR & GRILLS
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Nationwide Service
Take pictures of where your patches go, ship 
and text everything to us and we’ll take care 

of the rest. Fast turnaround time.
Free return shipping!

Biker Owned
& Operated

Open Wed–Sun 11am–7 pm and/or by appointment • Phone 501-538-2611 or Find us on Facebook

Trick My Leathers
• Patches (over 750) • Sewing • Leathers

• Ride Or Die T’s • Boots • Get Back Whips
• Knife Sharpening and More...

7186 Hwy. 62 W. • Eureka Springs – Two miles East of ES Harley Davidson

“and we don’t sew pockets shut!”

Beaver Lake

Eureka 
Springs

Historic 
Downtown
Rogers

Gateway
Beaver 
Town Holiday

     Island

Beaver 
DamUS 62

Beaver 
Bridge

AR 23

AR 127

AR 12

AR 23

US 62

US 62

US 62

AR 23

War Eagle Mill

AR 187

AR 187

AR 187
US 62

AR 12

AR 12

AR 12

Bikers Garage
and

Silver Stream
Lodging

AR 12

The AR 127 cutoff cuts about 
5 miles off the southern loop 
of AR 12 and replaces it with 
just as scenic and a much 
more winding ride.
Try it. You will love it.

Beaver 
Lake Loop

Vintage Air Streams

Experienced
mechanics,

Work on all makes
and models, including

bikes over 10 years old.

325 N. Hwy 62 • Rogers
(817) 528-9994
(817) 271-4061

Expert  Bike Service
and a

Truly Unique
Lodging

Experience

Trick My
Leathers

Map Copyright by 
David Bell, LLC

This map of  The Beaver Lake Loop is sponsored by Bikers Garage/Silver Stream Lodging and Trick My Leathers.

AR 23

AR 127
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AR 23 and “The Pig Trail”
This map of  Arkansas 23 and The Pig Trail is sponsored by Pig Trail H-D and Eureka Springs H-D

OzarkMap Copyright by David Bell, LLC

AR 16/23

I-40

The
Pig Trail

Turner 
Bend

Brashears
The aura of the Pig Trail 
section of AR 23 colors the 
entire length of AR 23, BUT 
technically, only the 24-
mile stretch from Ozark to 
Brashears on AR 23/16 is the 
historic Pig Trail proper.

Oark

Berryville

US 412

Eureka 
Spgs Green Forest

Alma

Springdale

Rogers

US 71

Holiday Island

Fayetteville
AR 23

AR 16

AR 103

AR 21

AR 215

AR 16

I-49

Huntsville

Ozark

Turner 
Bend

Cass

I-40

Arkansas
River

AR 23

AR 215

AR 16

M
ap Copyright by D

avid Bell, LLC
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39 GRILL
Appetizers & Salads Burgers & Sandwiches

Sliders: Beef, pork or chicken sliders
to snack on or share with your friends.

Salted Pretzel Bites:
Salted pretzels served with queso.

Sampler Basket: Your choice of three 
of fried mushrooms, pickles, rings, cheese 
curds or salted pretzel bites.

Beer Battered Onion Rings:
Generous portion of deep fried rings.

Ultimate Pork Tenderloin:
Hand breaded pork tenderloin fried to 
golden perfection on a toasted po’ boy, a 
local favorite.

Ribeye Steak Melt: Grilled ribeye on 
choice of Texas toast or Po’ Boy  bun, with 
Swiss cheese; add peppers and onions.

Chili Cheeseburger: Grilled burger 
topped with homemade chili and cheese. FR

ES
H 

FO
OD

FA
VO

RI
TE

S

Biker Groups Welcome • Cold Beer, Full Bar, Friendly Fun!
26247 Highway 39, Shell Knob, MO (1 mile south of bridge) • 417-858-6886

Open Monday – Saturday  •  Grill Open 11–8 • Bar Open to 10 ANF

Take the Long Way Home
(with thanks to Supertramp for the inspiration)

Noel

Washburn

MO 90

MO 86

MO 76

I-49

MO 76

MO 39
MO 90

Seligman

MO 39

MO 76

MO 86

MO112

MO112

MO F

MO248 Galena

Reeds Sprg.s

Kimberling 
City

Shell Knob

Jane

Exeter

MO 59

Cassville
Anderson

Roaring 
River

MO248

MO 13

Map Copyright by David Bell, LLC

39 Grill

Missouri
Arkansas

This map of  “The Long Way Home” across southern Missouri is sponsored by 39 Grill.
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Heart of the Ozarks

This map of  the Heart of  the Ozarks Ride is
sponsored by Poncho Goldstein’s Irish Pub

on the Public Square in Berryville

Berryville

Pelsor
Oark

Mt. Judea

Harrison

Jasper

Boxley

Ponca

Kingston

Green Forest

Boxley 
Valley

AR 16
AR 16

AR 21

AR 21

AR 123

AR 292

AR 123

AR 74

AR 374

AR 7

AR 43

AR 7

AR 7

AR 74

AR 103

AR 103

US 412

US 62 US 65

US 412

AR 103

AR 43

AR 43

Clarksville
Map Copyright by David Bell, LLC

AR 21

The southern junction of AR 7/16/123, 
the Trifecta of great roads at Pelsor, 
Home of Hankins Country Store.

The homestead of “Beaver Jim” 
Villines marks the beginning of the 
Boxley Valley Historic District.

Everyone’s welcome at

Poncho Goldstein’s Irish Pub

204 Public Square • Berryville

(870) 654-0634

Sandwiches, Salads,

Appetizers, Gourmet Hot Dogs,

and Your FavoriteDrinks

Open
Mon. & Wed.– Sat. 12 – 8

Closed Tues. and Sun.

Let’s Eat... in Berryville
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The Wild
Hog Ride

Natural 
Dam

T
The four-city metroplex in Northwest 
Arkansas – Fayetteville, Springdale, Rogers 
and Bentonville is a busy  center of com-
merce — Walmart, Tyson Foods, JB Hunt, 
Bikes, Blues & BBQ — and the famous 
“Pig Trail”, portion of AR 23. It’s also home 
to the University of Arkansas, consistent 
source of pride for decades. The state loves 
their interestingly named UofA mascot, 
the Arkansas Razorback, hence the name 
of this wonderful, serpentine ride.
	 US 71 was the bane of Razorback 
fans — and truckers, too —  for decades. 
Which is why fans used to take “The Pig 
Trail” to football games, even though is 
was a much more winding ride up through 
the mountains of AR 23. It wasn’t nearly so 
dangerous to life and limb.
	 But today the truck traffic is on Inter-
state 49. And old US 71 (now designated 
the Boston Mtn. Scenic Byway) is actually 
fun to ride, as we old-timers used to think 
it would be without truck traffic. Create a 
great ramble with any of the red or red/
black roads. Local riders love it, and so will 
you, 99.9% guaranteed.                        CTO

This map of  the Wild Hog Ride is 
sponsored by Nighthawk Custom

The World’s Finest 
Custom Firearms
Hand built in Berryville, 

Arkansas since 2004

OPEN FOR TOURS DAILY

www.nighthawkcustom.com

Nighthawk_Custom_HalfPage_Ad-2.indd   1
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! INDIAN MOTORCYCLE

SALES – NEW & USED
SERVICE & RENTALS

ACCESSORIES & GEAR

HERITAGE
MOTORCYCLES

1711 W. Hudson Road • Rogers, Ark.
479-633-8443

heritagemotorcyclesnwa.com

Sales: New & Used 
Service • Accessories • Gear 
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AR 9, from Allison to Melbourne, is a Butler Maps gold rated road for good reason.

AR 9 – Allison to Melbourne – c. 20mi.
This ride is in the eastern Ozarks is one of the very best stretches of highway 
in the Ozarks... AR 9. It runs south of Melbourne, Ark., down to AR 5 at Allison. 
Not as many riders have discovered this highway – on my list of the Top Ten 
Roads – as say “The Pig Trail”. This fantastic sportbike ride is as twisty as The Pig 
Trail , and equally as exciting. If you just looked at the Arkansas State Highway 
map you might definitely overlook this ride. But a quick glance at DeLorme’s 
fine Arkansas Atlas and Gazettier will give a better feel for what this road has 
to offer. This is a genuine “money” highway. 

AR 23 is home to the renowned Pig Trail, much of it through 
long tunnels of foliage.

Hidden amongst the mountains and lush foliage of the Ozarks are fantastic
geological features, like Hawksbill Crag, beautiful scenery, and serpentine roads.

Here are six of the most challenging of those winding roads for your consideration.

The Pig Trail/AR 23 – Ozark to Brashears –  c. 24 mi.
The Pig Trail/AR 23 – Ozark to Brashears – c. 24 mi. Without equivocation, it can 
say that AR 23 has more of what most every rider wants, all rolled into one bold 
and often brash stretch of asphalt. Over the years, various driving and car mag-
azines have named AR 23 in general, and The Pig Trail specifically, as one of the 

best driving roads in America. Ditto for riding. Ozark, Ark., on the Arkansas River, 
was named for the mountains to the north. And that’s where the renowned ‘Pig 
Trail’ begins. Practically, though, it runs from I-40 north to Brashears on AR 16. 

The Pig Trail was a popular route to football games of the Arkansas Razorbacks.

What roads are on your...

AR 74 – from Ponca to Jasper – c. 14 mi.
	 Ponca sits in the north end of Boxley Valley and is home to the upper Buffalo National 
River. But, it’s also on the western end of one of the best stretches of roads in the Ozarks... 
AR 74. After crossing the Buffalo, AR 74 climbs over 600 feet in elevation on very winding 
pavement. It’s a twisty ride on to Jasper. The road is fantastic, as is the destination, Jasper, a 
wonderful mountain village.
The mile-and-a-half romp out of Ponca on AR 74 is as much fun as the Dragon and other popular roads.

AR 27 – Tilly to Hector – c. 27 mi.
	 Amid all the great roads in the Heart of the Ozarks, others are often overlooked as 

they spread across the Boston Mountains. And one of those roads you really should 
give a try is Arkansas 27. It begins at Harriet at AR 14 and runs almost the entire length 

of the state to the Coastal Timber area of extreme southwest on US 71. Besides running 
over and along numerous ridges and through deep valleys, the road runs down the 

steep mountains into the Arkansas River Valley at Russellville. Switchbacks and hairpin 
curves climb into the Ozarks.

Helmet, gloves, boots and denim bib overalls... all the protective gear an Ozarks farmer needs for a ride down AR 27.
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AR 123 – from Mt. Judea to Clarksville – c. 48 mi.
	 There’s a little burg on AR 123 called Mt. Judea (locally pronounced Mt. Judy.) It’s situated at the 
“headwaters” –if you will allow me a canoe analogy – of one of the top roads in the Ozarks. The 48-mile 
length of the highway from Mt. Judea to AR 164 near Clarksville is fantastic, but the stretch from Mt. 
Judea to Pelsor, on AR 7, that fills the bill for this topic. Don’t miss any of the great ride.

AR 123 from Mt. Judea to Clarksville is a wonderful challence and one of the best longer roads in the Ozarks.

Push Mountain – AR 341 – c. 25 mi.
	 Push Mountain is a long and lonely road running from AR 14 to AR 201 at 
Norfork and AR 5. It runs up and over Push Mountain. The National Forest is 
dense but mostly back from the road right-away. A long stretch of tight, curvy 
pavement greets you on the southern four-fifths of the road. Riders from central 
Arkansas love coming up to spend the day riding this highway. The tiny town 
of Norfork is a great rendezvous spot for anyone beginning or ending a Push 
Mountain Road ride.

Riders from central Arkansas gather at the junction of AR 14/341 Push Mountain Road.

Peel Ferry
Give Your Bike a Free Boat Ride Across
Bull Shoals Lake on the...

US 62/412

AR 5

AR 125

MO 125

US 160

AR 14

AR 14

AR 178

AR 202

Gassville
Flippin

Bull Shoals 
Lake

Gainsville

Cotter

Lakeview
Bull Shoals

Dam

Missouri

Arkansas

Summit/Yellville
To Harrison – 28 mi.

Peel Ferry
MO 5

Map Copyright
David Bell, LLC

AR 178

Riding across Bull Shoals Lake on the Peel Ferry is a relaxing 
trip, expecially with a group of your friends and riding bud-
dies. Riding alone?  No problem. There’s almost always other 
riders crossing, too, from all across the country. Enjoy the last 
ferry running in the state.

This Peel Ferry Ride Map is sponsored by CuznBob’s Motorcycles

Vanson Leathers
Authorized Dealer

(512) 424-9146 • 2295 Main St., Oxford

Oxford, on
AR 9/ 354

North of
Melbourne



Cruise the Ozarks    20

W
Ponca General Store, Ponca, Ark., on the upper end of the Buffalo National River.

What is is it about being in the middle of nowhere that’s so much 
fun on a ride? Whether it’s in the backwoods on an ADV bike or just 
out on lesser traveled pavement on a street bike, you will certainly 
come across little places with tons of personality and scenic beau-
ty. Or perhaps it’s the excitement of discovering interesting places 
with lots of history or charm.
	 Here are five off-the-beaten-path places you should check out.
	 PONCA    If there’s a ‘home base’  for floating as well as the other 
wonderful activites available on the Buffalo it would have to be 

the community of Ponca, found in the gorgeous Boxley Valley at 
the intersection of AR 43 and AR 74. The Buffalo was named for the 
animals that once pop[ulated the valley... elk, too. Elk have been 
reintroduced and now thrive in the area. All roads into Ponca are 
fantastic riding & driving roads, along with great scenery.
	 WINSLOW    There are several disjointed roads that carry the AR 
74 designation... all are wonderful roads. But, the one that cross-
es  I-49 is exceptionally nice. It’s twisty, runs through drop-dead 

Five of our favorite places

	 Here are five “off-the-beaten-path” places that will 
reward you for your exploration. These quaint and historic 

locations are surrounded by dynamite riding and interesting 
history. Find maps to them at www.CruiseTheOzarks.com.

Top and above: Natural Dam swimming hole.

Top: A working and scenic railroad runs 
through Winslow, crossing the scenic AR 
74 W., which runs to a state park, Devil’s 
Den. Right: AR 74 winds its way down 
into Devil’s Den State Park. Above: 
Though Winslow is a tiny berg, it still sees 
a good deal of traffic on the way to Devil’s 
Den and a museum at City Hall, with a 
“60-era chopped Triumph Bonneville on 
loan from a local resident.

“Off  the Beaten Path”
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Top: Rush was not totally abandoned until the mid-1960’s with Buffalo National Riv-
er’s creation. These are two of the last homes to have been occupied. Above: Hiking 
trails take to you to the mine/commercial areas of Rush, here an old shop survives.

gorgeous scenery and leads not only through an interesting little 
berg but also to a dynamite Arkansas state park – Devil’s Den. It was 
constructed during the WPA era by CCC workers of the ‘30s. AR 74 
there is real treat for riders and drivers. It has vintage cabins, and 
camping picnic areas, along with a rock dam forming a wonderful 
lake. Winslow used to be known for its logging, carried to markets 
on the north/south railroad, which is still commercially active today.
	 Rush    This former zinc mining town at one time was home to  as 
many as 5,000. They were expecting the ore they discovered was 

silver, but turned out to be zinc. It was mined there until the bottom 
fell out of the zinc market right after WW-I, Today it’s a genuine, re-
al-deal 1880s ghost town, located just a few miles off AR 14 on New-
ton Co. Road 6035, and sits on the Buffalo River. A visit to Rush is a 
visit to life in the Ozarks of the 19th Century. And like those Western 
and Southwestern mining towns that became home to ‘ghosts’, you 
may feel like you’re being watched. 
	 Natural Dam    Natural Dam, Ark. is a rural rural bedroom com-
munity for Ft. Smith and Van Buren. The small, natural lake on Lee 
Creek, was created by a rock ledge across the river, forming a natu-
ral dam. It’s on AR 59, 15 miles north of Van Buren, just off the Wild 
Hog Ride. The best approach, highway-wise, is AR 220 from Devil’s 
Den south to AR 59, then north. Slip your swim suit on under your 
jeans and take a dip in this old-fashioned swimming hole.
	 Gilbert   The founding force for Gilbert, Ark. was the abundant 
timber reserves of this area of the Buffalo River valley. A railroad ran 
to Gilbert, but went away when the timber was used up. The old 
store survives, along with several residences. It thrives on the recre-

Above: Gilbert once thrived on timber. Today it sur-
vives on tourism, in particular floating on the Buffalo 
National River. Left: Riders enjoy the winding AR 333 
that runs from U.S. 65 and make the requisite stop at 
the historic Gilbert Store for refreshments or lunch,
and souvenirs.

See CruiseTheOzarks.com for 
a ride map for this story.

ational opportunities provided by the Buffalo River. You can’t get 
more “off the beaten path” than Gilbert. AR 333 runs three miles 
from U.S. 65 at Ferguson’s Country Store and it’s a real trip to the 
past. Rent a canoe, get something to eat, or take a picture.
	 Don’t stop with these. There are lots of other roads and places in 
the Ozarks that fill the bill for being “off the beaten path”.     CTO



Cruise the Ozarks    22

Harrison...
An important part of planning an excur-
sion to a fantastic region like the Ozarks is 
where to base your trip. Ideally, it should 
be a location that allows the best riding 
and touring opportunities within easy 
reach. Also, those roads should take you 
to interesting places with great spots to to 
explore and allow you to enjoy the area’s 
ambiance.
	 Besides the convenient cruising, your 
base has certain requirements that most 
riders expect. That would be a wide variety 
of places to eat, with variety of comfort-
able accommodations to pick from, and 
places to unwind after a long day on the 
road. And over the years, Harrison has 
grown into just that type of city, a place 

that motorcycle riders and sports car driv-
ers appreciate. And the town has willingly 
embraced that role.
	 Harrison sits in an expanse of Ozarks 
prairie smack in the middle of the great 
roads you want and has all those other 
amenities you expect. Plus, the fantastic 
riding you are looking for is within easy 

reach. So, you can see that Harrison can be 
your base in the Heart of the Ozarks.
	 Many of the great Ozarks roads you 

in the Heart of the Ozarks!

Clockwise from top right: North Dalls HOGS having lunch in Harrison • Weekend music on the Stone County 
Square in Mountain View • Ride to eat - breakfast spread at an Ozarks restaurant • A group of riders snake their 
way through the winding roads of US 62 west of Eureka Springs • Another serpentine ride, AR 23’s Pig Trail.

Ride... Eat... Sleep...
Explore! And Tomorrow, 

Do it All Again.

Four days, Four rides • All out of Harrison
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Left: Riding through a foliage tunnel on AR 215, between the Pig Trail and Ozark. Above: In the middle of 
AR 221 a couple contemplate a drive down to Tirgger Gap on the Kings River, old fashioned swimming hole.

A great photo-op for a rider... Fallsville, Arkansas.

Map sponsored by the City of Harrison

• 4 Days
• 1,000 mi.
• Heart of
the Ozarks

T
The concept for this 
ride came from a CTO 
reader whose name I 
don’t recall.
	 I received an email 
from a reader a while 
back who was bringing 
a group and he had 
worked out a four-
day, 1,000 mile ride 
that covered most of 
the best parts of the 
Ozarks. He asked me 
what I thought of it 
and I emailed back 
“Great!”
	 I have adjusted the 
ride some so it’s a bit 
longer. But it’s still 
an epic Ozarks tour.
I suggest you map out 
your rides with highway 
maps, using these as 
guides for your rides.

know about are near Harrison, within easy reach. Presented here is four-day plan to 
experience some of the best riding in the heart of the Ozarks presented to me by a 
reader who planned the ride out and emailed it to me. They, too, are based in Harri-
son. I think it’s a wonderful riding experience so I present it to you for your consider-
ation. It includes what most folks consider the most desirable roads in the Ozarks, like 
scenic AR 7. But there’s also AR 43, 123, 103, 74, 14, 27, 341 (aka Push Mountain) and 
several up across the state line in Missouri. Many of the iconic locations you want to 
visit are on or near those roads.
	 On or near these iconic Ozarks byways are places you will want to be sure to visit: 
the Boxley Valley; Ponca (with its reintroduced elk herd); the Pig Trail; the entire Buffa-
lo River; the quad-lakes on the White River; Mountain View; Branson/Silver Dollar City; 
the Peel Ferry; the four historic Missouri Water Mills in Ozark County; and many others. 	
	 When you are in Harrison you will definitely be in the middle of everything.      CTO
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Ad paid for with a combination of state and Ozark Mountain Region funds.

In the Heart of the Ozark Mountains

 Between Branson, Mo., and Eureka Springs, Ark.
Harrison KOA Holiday perfect base camp to discoverthe Ozarks. 

3629 HWY 65 N., Harrison, Ark. • 870-743-2267 • 888-743-4501 • KOA.com/campgrounds/Harrison/

•	 Motorcycle Hauler & Big 	
	 Rig Friendly • 30/50-amp
•	 Paved roads
•	 Large Level Sites
•	 Full Hook-up RV Sites
•	 Pavilion w/ Grand Fire 	
	 Pit and Grill
•	 Great for groups, events, 	
	 and family vacations
•	 Deluxe Cabins, Tent Sites

•	 WIFI, Cable, Kamp K-9
•	 Convenient to
	 Arkansas’s Scenic 7 
•	 30 Minutes from...
	   Branson, Eureka Springs,
	   Table Rock Lake
	   Buffalo Nat’l River,
•	 Propane Station
•	 Mountain level RV and
tent sites, lake entry
swimming pool and 
themed mini golf!

Make your reservation today!

Harrison KOA 
STAYING WITH THE FINEST IN HARRISON!

The Best Riders’ Base Camp to Cruise the Ozarks!

Find out more at HarrisonVisitor.com

Coming
Spring 2024

New Rider-Friendly
Visitor Guide

For Harrison and the entire
Ozark Mountain Region

Restaurants • Lodging
Outdoor Recreation

Scenic Drives
Things to Do & More
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• Indoor heated pool
• Free hot breakfast • In-room coffee makers

• Only minutes from the best motorcycle rides
• All rooms have refrigerators • Free Wi-Fi

• Indoor heated pool • Hot tub • Fitness center
• Free Wi-Fi • Free hot breakfast

• Easy bike access and plenty of flat parking
• Hampton’s 100% Satisfaction Guarantee

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS

HAMPTON INN

At the end of the days’ ride here are
two outstanding, comfortable

Motorcycle-Friendly Harrison Hotels

121 AR Hwy 43 • One block off US Hwy. 62-65
870-365-0505 • hamptoninn3.hilton.com

117 AR Hwy. 43 • One block off US Hwy. 62-65
870-741-3636 • www.ihg.com

In the middle of where you really want to ride!

Heart of the Ozarks
Your home away from home in the

STAYING WITH THE FINEST IN HARRISON!

Ads paid for with a combination of state and Ozark Mountain Region funds.

Adventure Awaits You at
Harrison RV Park & Campground

    Welcome to your gateway to adventure nestled, between the
Buffalo River and the attractions of Branson. With our prime location in 
Harrison, Arkansas, you’ll find yourself just a few miles from town and 
within 30-60 minutes of popular hiking spots and off-road trails.

    At our inviting facility, we cater to motorcycles, haulers, and big rigs 
with ease, thanks to our pull-through sites and patio accommodations. 
Enjoy full hookups for your RV or relax in our Airbnb cabins. Our shaded 
campsites are a favorite among guests who also appreciate the warm 
welcome from James and Angie, our on-site managers.

    We’ve designed our campground with your comfort in mind. Take a 
refreshing dip in the swimming pool or stay connected with Wi-Fi and 
cable. Our clean restrooms, laundry room, propane filling station, and 
dump station ensure a hassle-free experience. You’ll also find a well-
stocked camp store for any last-minute needs.

Discover all that Harrison RV Park and Campground has to offer 
by calling us at 870-743-3388 or visit our website at:

www.Harrison-RVPark.com

We’re located at 2384 Highway 65 South, Harrison, Arkansas
and we are eagerly awaiting your arrival!
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REWARDS

STAYING WITH THE FINEST IN HARRISON!

Two miles to Town Square    •     1.5 miles to Town Square

Daysinn.com

Deluxe Breakfast
Covered MC Parking • Pool

Micro & Fridge in Room
Free WiFi

Walking Distance to Sports Bar

Free WiFi &
SuperStart
Breakfast

Micro/Fridge
in Room

SUPER8.com

870-741-1741
1330 US Hwy. 62/65 N.

1425 Hwy 62-65 N.

REWARDS

RV Park
New logos in brand folder

Motorcycle Friendly
Campground • Cabins • Tent Sites
Perfect for your RVs & Toy Haulers
Every Sat. BBQ, Catfish, Live Music

960 Hwy 206 E • Harrison, Ark. 870-743-2343 • www.camptheoaks.com

Centrally located in the beautiful Ozark Mountains! 
Shady Oaks is a fantastic place to base your trip.  

Fantastic motorcycle riding right out the drive
as well as many area attractions.

Pavilion withkitchen, games and lounge area, splash 
pad, propane fill and exchange station,
several new cabins and shower house.

6 miles south of Harrison on AR Scenic 7, then 1 mile east on  AR 206 E

Drop-Ins are welcome but call or go online to reserve your tent, RV site or cabin today.  We fill up quickly.  Perfect for groups.

870-391-3297
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CHECK OUT DINING GUIDE ON www.CruiseTheOzarks.com/diningguide

Los Ebanos
Authentic Mexican Food

Call Ahead for Curbside Pickup
870-280-1283

909 U.S. 62/65 N • Harrison, AR
Mon–Sat 11–8:30 • Sun 11–6

Tacos • Burritos • Fajitas
A La Carte

Dine In or Carryout

Mexican Restaurant

 Hours: Mon–Th 11–8:30 
Fri–Sat 11–9 • Sun 11–8

905 U.S. 62/65 N  •  (870) 741-1545

Western Sizzlin
• Steaks
• Chicken
• Shrimp
• Food Bar
• Salad Bar
• Dessert Bar
• All Your 		
	  Favorites

Let’s Eat... in Harrison!
	 RIDER-FRIENDLY RESTAURANTS • CAFES • BAR & GRILLS

870-204-5055 • 225 N. Main St. Harrison

Fri. – Sat.:
6:30 AM—8 PM

Sun. – Thur.:
6:30 AM—2 PM

Great Food                                                                                                  Great People

Locations in Harrison and Springfield

Neighbor’s Mill

• Harrison, Ark.
1012 62/65 N.

Hours
Mon–Sat: 7 am–6 pm

• Springfield, Mo.
1435 E.

Independence
Hours

Mon–Sat: 7 am–8 pm

Ad paid for with state and Ozark Mountain Region funds.

 Hours: Mon–Th: 11–9pm 
Fri–Sat: 11am–9:30 pm • Sun: 11–8:30 pm
816 Highway 62/65 • (870) 741-3005

Dine-In or
Carryout

BAKERY & CAFÉ

http://www.neighborsmill.com/
“Break Bread With Neighbors”
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Open 7 Days a Week to Serve Riders!

Yeager’s Junction Quick Stop Our customers tell our story best...
“Always our favorite stop
when we travel that way.”

Learn more about Jasper, Ark. at: 
JasperArkansas.com

Motorcycle-Friendly 
Family Run • Friendly Service
Conveniently Located at:
301 E Court St. • Downtown Jasper

Phone (870) 446-2157
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Until Bull Shoals Lake was built, AR 7 ran from Missouri to Louisiana. Today it be-
gins at Diamond City. After Scenic 7 crosses the Arkansas River Valley at Russellville 
it runs into the Ouachita Mountains, then the timberland in southern Arkansas. Ad paid for with state and Ozark Mountain Region funds.

This AR 7 Map is sponsored by Anstaff  Bank
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Rotary Ann Park:
First Roadside Park

in Arkansas.
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Hankins General Store

Arkansas
Grand
Canyon

Site of Former Dogpatch     
     USA; Currently under
 redevelopment

12 Convenient Anstaff Locations, 
With a Branch Near You!

Enjoy your ride... Safe Travels!
Anstaff.Bank

Anstaff.Bank
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Plan to See The Total Eclipse Across the Ozarks

Carlie Simon sings about a former boy-
friend she said was so vain she said to 
him, “you flew your Lear Jet up to Nova 
Scotia to see the total eclipse of the sun.” 
	 Well, this year I only have to “fly” my 
2015 Triumph Bonneville to Clinton, Ark. 
to see the total eclipse of the sun on April 
8. To me, total eclipses have always been 
exotic events that took special effort to 
view. Not this one. I’ve been told that to 
see one is  akin to a spiritual experience.
	 And I only have to do what I enjoy 
anyway... that’s just to Cruise the Ozarks.

David Bell

Here’s a map of the swath of the 2024 eclipse across the Ozarks and impacted towns. The darker portion is the 
zone of totality. Go to the Ozark Vitality website to see this map and get more information at OzarkVitality.com 
or their partner in this corporative effort, Ozark Small Business Incubator, at ozsbi.com. They are planning a big 
Eclipse ‘24 celebration for four days in their hometown base of West Plains, Missouri.

In 2017 students at the Berryville Elementary School 
made masks with eclipse viewing glasses attached so 
they could observe a partial in Berryville. 



Cruise the Ozarks    31

Motorcycle Services 
Directory

Here I am on my 1971 Yamaha RD 350, c. 1974.

Thank You...
...for picking up Cruise the Ozarks and 
planning your Ozarks adventure using it
	 The advertisers are here because  
they are committed to supporting
riding across the Ozarks and want to 
invite you to stop by their businesses. 
They are rider-friendly so please visit 
and say “Hi” when you’re there... and let 
them know that you enjoy their support 
of CTO.

David Bell, Publisher,
writer  and photographer
publisher@cruisetheozarks.com
870-423-8036

Steve Johnson, Associate
publisher, advertising manager
publisher@cruisetheozarks.com
870-423-8036

Experienced mechanics.
We work on all makes
and models, including

bikes over 10 years old.

325 N. Hwy 62 • Rogers
(817) 528-9994
(817) 271-4061
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(512) 424-9146 • 2295 Main Street • Oxford, AR
CuznBobsMotorcycles.com

BMW, H-D, & Triumph techs • Service on most brands.
ONLY repair/service in North Centeral Arkansas.

MOTORCYCLES

The MOArk Loop: Best of Two States
This is a wonderful loop through the 
western Ozarks –– across NW Arkansas and 
SW Missouri. It’s very winding, and it’s very 
beautiful, too. The region is home to im-
portant business centers in Bentonville and 
Rogers. The area offers numerous oppor-
tunities for diversions –– Rogers plays host 
to Bikes, Blues and BBQ, while Bentonville 
is the home of the world-class Museum of 
American Art –– Crystal Bridges, a gift from 
the Walton family. Rogers is also the site of 
the Arkansas Music Pavilion, a world-class 
venue. The rest of the ride is pure motorcy-
cling at its best, across the best parts of two 
states. The Ozarks is, indeed, mid-America’s 
premier riding destination.

Berryville

Pea Ridge

Bentonville 
and Rogers

Gravette

Noel

Eureka Spg.s

Eagle Rock
Seligman

Washburn

Jane

MO 90

MO 90 MO 86

AR 59

MO F

MO 37

US 62
AR 187

US 62

MO 112

AR 72

CR 302

AR 143

US 
62

Beaver Lake

AR 72

Roaring River

US 
62

Bella Vista

Missouri
Arkansas

AR 221Map Copyright by 
David Bell, LLC

This map of  the MOArk Loop is sponsored by CruiseTheOzarks.com

See our work on YouTube:
The Lab Fx • Learn Live Be Healthy

Google: Dennis Boal

(951) 484-8489     •     (951) 487-5662

After years of living and working on the West Coast, we relocated to
Arkansas in the Heart of the Ozark Mountains.

Dennis Boal
Director / Producer

Akeylah Johnson
Director / Producer

Our team can create stunning visual productions.
We have the creativity and years of experience to 
help your business advertising shine.

Remote online work available: video and audio
editing, original music production, uploading of your 
videos, SEO marketing (Search Engine Optimization).
We can help you get your content noticed.

We have the professional equipment needed to
bring your project to life. This includes drones,
gimbals, and a green screen studio. We can make 
your project stand out.

Professional Video Production and Website Optimization
to Help Grow Your Business!
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