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Amerigroup Is
now Wellpoint.

New name. Same
commitment to you.

Have questions or need help?

Call us at 877-453-4080 (TTY 711), Monday through Friday
from @ a.m. to 5 p.m. These calls are free. More information
about Wellpoint (choosewellpoint.com/nj).
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A Word from the Editor

Celebrating 32 years of providing quality
news to our readers

Dear Readers of the nation’s premier faith-based and profes-
sional newspaper for winners, Anointed News Journal (ANI).
[ am taking this time personally to thank each and every in-
dividual that has read the Anointed News Journal. I hope you
have been inspired by the many positive people interest sto-
ries, and stories that have uplifted and empowered our com-
munities.

I am also taking this time to thank our many advertisers that
saw the value in utilizing ANJ to accomplish your marketing
goals for your companies and/or purpose. ANJ remains the
VOICE of Camden city and the SOURCE for connecting
people together. If you are in business and need to advertise,
we can help. Based in Camden, NJ, the Anointed News Jour-
nal has distribution locally in CAMDEN, BURLINGTON,
GLOUCESTER, SALEM, CUMBERLAND, DELAWARE,
NEW CASTLE, KENT, and PHILADELPHIA COUNTIES.
Since 1995 ANJ has provided stories and distribution to 28
states across the country and 11 nations around the world.

Getting your message in front of more than 180,000 readers
weekly in print and much more via the world-wide web is a
great way to reach the market you are looking for.

[ am also thanking those individuals that have given re-
sources to support our mission of publishing positive press.
Your contributions are paramount and my heart continues to
be filled with joy from the smallest contribution to the
largest, every time I receive a contribution I cannot hold my
smile in. I am forever grateful. For those that have been read-
ing ANJ for many years and have never given a contribution,
now 1is a great time to do so.

ANJ is a free publication that is supported by its advertisers.
We offer cost effective advertising giving advertisers the op-
portunity to get quality exposure at a comfortable price point.
We offer RISK-FREE Advertising, which simply means if
you are not satisfied, you will receive a complementary ad
in an upcoming edition.

About Anointed News Journal

In May 1994 the CEO/Editor-in-Chief, Chris Collins re-
ceived a vision from the Creator to write a business plan to
seek funding for a grass-roots newspaper. For eight months
and through Divine intervention, the business plan was
rewritten for the ministry of the Anointed News Journal. The
Holy Scripture given divinely to Collins was Habakkuk 2:2
(Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may
run that readeth it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time,
but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait
for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry). As are-
sult and with prayer and seeking God’s direction, the name
“Anointed” was given.
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Knowing that English was not his favorite subject while at-
tending school, and that his career goal had nothing to do
with journalism, Collins completely trusted in the Creator
while developing this business.

The name “Anointed” comes from the hands that God has
anointed to master this work and profession. Collins left a
career in law enforcement to pursue the vision he received
from the Creator.

Using his hands cutting and pasting stories and artwork 1s
how it all began. Typing, proofreading, and making sure
things were camera-ready before the layout was the process
before technology was included.

Today, 32 years later, ANJ is recognized as a leader in the
newspaper industry. ANJ was awarded Best100 Small Busi-
nesses consecutively since 2017, In 2021 Chris Collins was
recognized by CIO Magazine as a Top 50 Innovators of the
Year.

Although 1t may seem as if newspapers are becoming obso-
lete, ANJ continues to thrive. As the daily press struggles due
to increase rates that have simply priced them out of the mar-
ket. Weekly newspapers continue to make their mark serving
the community and its advertisers. Although many have em-
braced the digital divide, people still want their physical
newspapers. Because of the types of “Peoples Interest Sto-
ries” found in ANJ, most readers save their copies for years.
Although mainstream media focus on negative press, ANJ
has built its legacy on positive stories. “We have written a
lot of stories in the past 30 years, and 1in 30 years we still have
not run out of great stories to write about the great people of
Camden and surrounding areas,” said Collins. “As we look
at the rise of Camden, NJ and the great positive image it has
today, I believe we helped to increase that image by sharing
the positive stories Camden has to offer, and we’ve been
doing that for 30 years now,” said Collins.

My Ask!

This is what I am asking from you today. I am asking every
reader of ANJ, those of you who believe in positive press and
grass-roots press to make a financial contribution to support
our mission. Many have been reading ANIJ for 30 years and
have never made a contribution but would like to. Now is
the perfect time as we have entered into our 3 Ist season. For
those who are unable to financially contribute, we are thank-
ful for your continued prayers.

The Holy Scriptures in Matthew 7:7-8 (KJV) states, “Ask,
and it shall be given you; seek. and ye shall find; knock, and
it shall be opened unto you: For every one that asketh re-
ceiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh
it shall be opened.”

Luke 6:38 (KJV) states, “Give, and it shall be given unto you;
good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and run-
ning over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the
same measure that ye mete withal 1t shall be measured to you
again.”

I'm believing in the POWER of God. I'm believing in the
POWER of God’s People coming together. Yes, I'm believ-
ing in YOU.

1 John 5:14-15 (KJV) states, “And this is the confidence that
we have in Him, that if we ask any thing according to His
will, He heareth us: And if we know that He heareth us, what-
soever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we
desired of Him.”

Please make all contributions payable to: Anointed News
Journal, P.O. Box 309, Camden, NJ 08101. You can also
visit: www.anointedonline.net click on Donation button.
You can also Cash App to SANJEDITOR.

May God continue to bless you! May God continue to bless
this world! May god continue to bless ANJ!

Yours truly,
Chris Collins, CEQ/Editor-in-Chief
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Call to Salvation

Have you received your salvation? If not just say, “Fa-
ther, forgive me of my sins. I believe that Jesus Christ died
on the cross for my sins and that He arose again from the
grave. If vou believe this prayer, you are now saved by
God § grace. I encourage you to get into a Bible teaching
church to learn more about our wonderful Savior Jesus
Christ.

Note: Opinions by columnists do not reflect
those of the editor or staff. Feel free to respond.
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Camden Community Gathers at

the Former Home of Dr. Martin

Luther King, Jr. for a Ceremonial
Beam Signing on MLK Day

CAMDEN, NJ - On Monday, January 19, 2026 Pastor

Amir Khan, along with many volunteers hosted a “Beam
Signing Ceremony’ at 753 Walnut Street, the place where
Dr. Martin Luther King lived in Camden, NJ while attending
seminary school at Crozier Chester Seminary.

From 1950-1952 then Michael King lived there on weekends
and during the summer.

During that time, Kings first act of civil rights was during a
racial dispute at a diner in Maple Shade, NJ where he along
with his friends were asked to leave the diner at gunpoint.
He had been warned that Black people would not be wel-
come at Mary’s Café in Maple Shade. After the bartender re-
fused to serve King and his friends and fired a gun into the
air, King filed a police report, and the bartender was later
convicted on a gun charge. King called the experience a
transformational one.

King refused to leave because he knew a federal law was
passed in 1949 prohibiting anyone to refuse service in a pub-
lic place. King won his case in court.

The police report then has the name Michael King, 753 Wal-
nut Street, Camden, NJ.

Later, after returning from Germany and being an admirer of
Martin Luther, a German theologian, priest, and Augustinian
friar, King changed his name from Michael to Martin Luther
King, Jr.

The house 1s currently under renovations due to aging and a
fire in 2023.

Before the property was purchased by Pastor Khan, it was
maintained and under the care of the Hunt Family.

Members of the Community at large were able to join in with
the Hunt Family, volunteers and Medical Students from Rut-
gers University Camden, for a tour and were given a sharpie
pen to sign their names on beams throughout the house.

For seven months under the supervision of Pastor Amir
Khan, justice-impacted staffers at Khan’s New Beginnings
nonprofit began renovating the building.

In November of last year, Wayne Dobson, who painted a
mural of King and his wife, Coretta Scott King, on the side
of the house, said, “Everything | knew about him was from
textbooks, and now I'm a part of history.”

Pastor Khan plans to name the newly renovated house, South
Jersey Center for Social Justice.

As a recording of a King speech played over a loudspeaker,
Ada Banfill admitted to wiping away tears while sanding and
painting a charred doorway to the bedroom where King slept.

“Think of all the people who are going to walk through it,”
she said.

Khan purchased the building in 2021 on behalf of New Be-
ginnings from Jeanette Lily Hunt, the daughter-in-law of
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original owner Benjamin Hunt, and said he received crucial
support from Gov. Phil Murphy and the state Assembly.
Darleene Hunt-Johnson, Benjamin Hunt’s granddaughter,
said she’d been here so many times, she “could walk through
here with my eyes closed” and brought a snapshot of her
grandfather to hang on the wall. Great-granddaughter Miee-
sha Johnson said she was *“so proud™ of Pastor Khan and oth-
ers “for helping to preserve this” and couldn’t wait to see it
restored completely.

South Jersey architect Jefferson Moon, whose thorough
measuring of the house at no charge before the fire became
invaluable, also took a tour. **All our work came to fruition,”
he said. “so it’s great.”

Activist Keith Benson Sr. was one of the guides, reminding
visitors that in the 18 years between the time King spent in
the Walnut Street house and the time he was assassinated,
“he changed the world... and it started in Camden.”

Activist Patrick Duff uncovered the history and began trying
to save the house in 2015, and the following year the late
civil-rights icon U.S. Rep. John Lewis came to Camden to
endorse the effort. But Duff, who Pastor Khan thanked pro-
fusely at the beam-signing, had gotten bogged down in se-
curing grant money and historical designations because, he
said, he “didn’t realize that the tentacles of our local politics
reach into even preservation.”

Some brought their children and grandchildren to experience
the house.

“It’s just crazy to be in here,” said 10-year-old Josh Perez, as
he stood in the upstairs bedroom where King slept. Down-
stairs, Sharon Abdul-Robinson, whose family donated some
vintage artifacts to the house, was writing the names of three
dozen of her family members on a wall.

—___‘_;.

“We’re not by ourselves,” she said.” It’s a collective effort.
Family is the inspiration and the foundation.”

Khan was especially touched *to see seniors with canes
struggling to get up the steps, but they wanted to sign the
beams, and to see them explain it to their grandkids... We
want to make sure the message doesn’t die.”

“We're trying to tell this story at a time when the country is
so divided,” he said. “When you have people in Washington
trying to take away Black history, we’re trying to restore it.”

STUDENTS FROM RUTGERS UNIVERSITY CAMDE

: —

Continued on page 5
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Martin Luther King, Jr &
Coretta Scott-King: Leaders of
Civil & Human Rights

As we celebrate the MLK national holi-
day, let us remember the father of the
Civil Rights Movement and the mother
of Human Rights, Martin Luther King,
Jr. and his wife, Coretta Scott-King.

CAMDEN, NJ - Several years ago, on October 16,

2011, during the dedication of the MLK Monument on the
National Mall in Washington, DC, I had an opportunity to
meet and speak with Dr. Bernice King, the daughter of Mar-
tin and Coretta. During our conversation she said, “My
mother always told us that if you go through this life without
doing something to make an impact to society, shame on
you.” These words were so profound. 1 was amazed even
more, because she didn’t say those words came from her fa-
ther, who gave so many famous quotes, but they came from
her mother, who was known as a leader in fighting for human
rights. Today as we celebrate the birthday of Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., let me reintroduce you to Martin and
Coretta, two of Americas most influential leaders of all time.

About Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

During the less than 13 years of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
leadership of the modern American Civil Rights Movement,
from December 1955 until April 4, 1968, African Americans
achieved more genuine progress toward racial equality in
America than the previous 350 years had produced. Dr. King
1s widely regarded as America’s pre-eminent advocate of
nonviolence and one of the greatest nonviolent leaders in
world history.

Drawing inspiration from both his Christian faith and the
peaceful teachings of Mahatma Gandhi, Dr. King led a non-
violent movement in the late 1950°s and “60s to achieve legal
equality for African Americans in the United States. While
others were advocating for freedom by “any means neces-
sary,” including violence, Martin Luther King, Jr. used the
power of words and acts of nonviolent resistance, such as
protests, grassroots organizing, and civil disobedience to
achieve seemingly impossible goals. He went on to lead sim-
tlar campaigns against poverty and international conflict, al-
ways maintaining fidelity to his principles that men and
women everywhere, regardless of color or creed, are equal
members of the human family.

Sl
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Some of Dr. King’s most important

achievements include:

In 1955, he was recruited to serve as spokesman for the
Montgomery Bus Boycott, which was a campaign by the
African American population of Montgomery, Alabama to
force integration of the city’s bus lines. After 381 days of
nearly universal participation by citizens of the black com-
munity, many of whom had to walk miles to work each day
as a result, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that racial segrega-
tion in transportation was unconstitutional.

In 1957, Dr. King was elected president of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), an organization
designed to provide new leadership for the now burgeoning
civil rights movement. He would serve as head of the SCLC
until his assassination in 1968, a period during which he
would emerge as the most important social leader of the mod-
ern American civil rights movement.

In 1963, he led a coalition of numerous civil rights groups in
a nonviolent campaign aimed at Birmingham, Alabama,
which at the time was described as the “most segregated city
in America.” The subsequent brutality of the city’s police, 1l-
lustrated most vividly by television images of young blacks
being assaulted by dogs and water hoses, led to a national
outrage resulting in a push for unprecedented civil rights leg-
islation. It was during this campaign that Dr. King drafted
the “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” the manifesto of Dr.
King’s philosophy and tactics, which is today required-read-
Ing in universities worldwide.

Later in 1963, Dr. King was one of the driving forces behind
the March for Jobs and Freedom, more commonly known as
the “March on Washington,” which drew over a quarter-mil-
lion people to the national mall. It was at this march that Dr.
King delivered his famous “I Have a Dream™ speech, which
cemented his status as a social change leader and helped in-
spire the nation to act on civil rights. Dr. King was later
named Time magazine’s “Man of the Year.”

In 1964, at 35 years old, Martin Luther King, Jr. became the
youngest person to win the Nobel Peace Prize. His accept-
ance speech in Oslo is thought by many to be among the most
powerful remarks ever delivered at the event, climaxing at
one point with the oft-quoted phrase “I believe that unarmed
truth and unconditional love will have the final word in real-
ity. This is why right temporarily defeated 1s stronger than
evil triumphant.”

Also in 1964, partly due to the March on Washington, Con-
gress passed the landmark Civil Rights Act, essentially elim-
mating legalized racial segregation in the United States. The
legislation made it illegal to discriminate against blacks or
other minorities in hiring, public accommodation, education
or transportation, areas which at the time were still very seg-
regated in many places.

The next year, 1965, Congress went on to pass the Voting
Rights Act, which was an equally important set of laws that
eliminated the remaining barriers to voting for African Amer-
icans, who in some locales had been almost completely dis-
enfranchised. This legislation resulted directly from the
Selma to Montgomery, AL March for Voting Rights led by
Dr. King.

Between 1965 and 1968, Dr. King shifted his focus toward
economic justice — which he highlighted by leading several
campaigns in Chicago, Illinois — and international peace —
which he championed by speaking out strongly against the
Vietnam War. His work in these years culminated in the
“Poor Peoples Campaign,” which was a broad effort to as-
semble a multiracial coalition of impoverished Americans
who would advocate for economic change.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s less than thirteen years of non-
violent leadership ended abruptly and tragically on April 4th,
1968, when he was assassinated at the Lorraine Motel in
Memphis, Tennessee. Dr. King’s body was returned to his
hometown of Atlanta, Georgia, where his funeral ceremony
was attended by high-level leaders of all races and political
stripes.

Later in 1968, Dr. King’s wife, Mrs. Coretta Scott King, of-
ficially founded the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Non-
violent Social Change, which she dedicated to being a “living
memorial” aimed at continuing Dr. King’s work on important
social 1lls around the world.

About Coretta Scott-King
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Human Rights Activist and Leader 1927- 2006

Coretta Scott King was one of the most influential women
leaders in our world. Prepared by her family, education, and
personality for a life committed to social justice and peace,
she entered the world stage in 1955 as wife of the Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and as a leading participant in the
American Civil Rights Movement. Her remarkable partner-
ship with Dr. King resulted not only in four children, who
became dedicated to carrying forward their parents” work,
but also in a life devoted to the highest values of human dig-
nity in service to social change. Mrs. King traveled through-
out the world speaking out on behalf of racial and economic
justice, women’s and children’s rights, gay and lesbian dig-
nity, religious freedom, the needs of the poor and homeless,
full-employment, health care, educational opportunities, nu-
clear disarmament and environmental justice. She lent her
support to pro-democracy movements world-wide and con-
sulted with many world leaders, including Corazon Aquino,
Kenneth Kaunda, and Nelson Mandela.

Born and raised in Marion, Alabama, Coretta Scott graduated
as a valedictorian from Lincoln High School. She received a
B.A. in music and education from Antioch College in Yellow
Springs, Ohio, and then went on to study concert singing at
Boston’s New England Conservatory of Music, where she
carned a degree in voice and violin. While in Boston she met
Martin Luther King, Jr. who was then studying for his doc-
torate in systematic theology at Boston University. They were
married on June 18, 1953, and in September 1954 took up
residence in Montgomery, Alabama, with Coretta Scott King
assuming the many responsibilities of pastor’s wife at Dexter
Avenue Baptist Church.

During Dr. King’s career, Mrs. King devoted most of her time
to raising their four children: Yolanda Denise (1955), Martin
finéher, 111 (1957), Dexter Scott (1961), and Bernice Alber
moth{d 963). From the earliest days, however, she balanced
civic.ering and Movement work, speaking before church,
per- college, fraternal and peace groups. She conceived and

formed a series of favorably reviewed Freedom Concerts
which combined prose and poetry narration with musical se-
lections and functioned as significant fundraisers for the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, the direct-action
organization of which Dr. King served as first president. In
1957, she and Dr. King journeyed to Ghana to mark that
country’s independence. In 1958, they spent a belated hon-
eymoon in Mexico, where they observed first-hand the im-
mense gulf between extreme wealth and extreme poverty. In
1959, Dr. and Mrs. King spent nearly a month in India on a
pilgrimage to disciples and sites associated with Mahatma
Gandhi. In 1964, she accompanied him to Oslo, Norway,
where he received the Nobel Peace Prize. Even prior to her
husband’s public stand against the Vietnam War in 1967,
Mrs. King functioned as liaison to peace and justice organi-
zations, and as mediator to public officials on behalf of the
unheard.

After her husband’s assassination mn 1968, Mrs. King
founded and devoted great energy and commitment to build-
ing and developing programs for the Atlanta-based Martin
Luther King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change as a
living memorial to her husband’s life and dream. Situated in
the Freedom Hall complex encircling Dr. King’s tomb, The
King Center is today located inside of a 23-acre national his-
toric park which includes his birth home, and which hosts
over one million visitors a year.

As founding President, Chair, and Chief Executive Officer,
she dedicated herself to providing local, national and inter-
national programs that have trained tens of thousands of peo-
ple in Dr. King’s philosophy and methods; she guided the
creation and housing of the largest archives of documents
from the Civil Rights Movement; and, perhaps her greatest
legacy after establishing The King Center itself, Mrs. King
spearheaded the massive educational and lobbying campaign
to establish Dr. King’s birthday as a national holiday. In 1983,
an act of Congress instituted the Martin Luther King, Jr. Fed-
eral Holiday Commission, which she chaired for its duration.
And in January 1986, Mrs. King oversaw the first legal hol-
iday in honor of her husband-a holiday which has come to
be celebrated by millions of people world-wide and, in some
form, in over 100 countries.

Continued on page 6



ANOINTED NEWS JOURNAL

Continued from page 5

Coretta Scott King tirelessly carried the message of nonvio-
lence and the dream of the beloved community to almost
every corner of our nation and globe. She led goodwill mis-
sions to many countries in Africa, Latin America, Europe and
Asia. She spoke at many of history’s most massive peace and
justice rallies. She served as a Women’s Strike for Peace del-
egate to the seventeen-nation Disarmament Conference in
Geneva, Switzerland in 1962, She was the first woman to de-
liver the class day address at Harvard, and the first woman
to preach at a statutory service at St. Paul’s Cathedral in Lon-
don,

A life-long advocate of interracial coalitions, in 1974 Mrs.
King formed a broad coalition of over 100 religious, labor,
business, civil and women’s rights organizations dedicated
to a national policy of full employment and equal economic
opportunity, as Co-Chair of both the National Committee for
Full Employment and the Full Employment Action Council.
In 1983, she brought together more than 800 human rights
organizations to form the Coalition of Conscience, sponsors
of the 20th Anniversary March on Washington, until then the
largest demonstration ever held in our nation’s capital. In
1987, she helped lead a national Mobilization Against Fear
and Intimidation in Forsyth County, Georgia. In 1988, she
re-convened the Coalition of Conscience for the 25th an-
niversary of the March on Washington. In preparation for the
Reagan-Gorbachev talks, in 1988 she served as head of the
U.S. delegation of Women for a Meaningful Summit in
Athens, Greece; and in 1990, as the USSR was redefining it-
self, Mrs. King was co-convener of the Soviet American
Women’s Summit in Washington, DC.

In 1985 Mrs. King and three of her children, Yolanda, Martin
III and Bernice were arrested at the South African embassy
in Washington, DC, for protesting against apartheid.

One of the most influential African American leaders of her
time, Mrs. King received honorary doctorates from over 60
colleges and universities; authored three books and a nation-
ally-syndicated newspaper column; and served on and helped
found dozens of organizations, including the Black Leader-
ship Forum, the National Black Coalition for Voter Partici-
pation, and the Black Leadership Roundtable.

During her lifetime, Mrs. King dialogued with heads of state,
including prime ministers and presidents, as well as partici-

pating in protests alongside rank-and-file working people of

all races. She met with many great spiritual leaders, including
Pope John Paul, the Dalai Lama, Dorothy Day, and Bishop
Desmond Tutu. She witnessed the historic handshake be-
tween Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Chairman Yassir
Arafat at the signing of the Middle East Peace Accords. She
stood with Nelson Mandela in Johannesburg when he be-
came South Africa’s first democratically elected president. A
woman of wisdom, compassion and vision, Coretta Scott
King tried to make ours a better world and, in the process,
made history.

Mrs. King died 1n 2006. A few days after her death, thou-
sands of Atlantans stood in line in the pouring sleet to pay
their respects to her at a viewing in Ebenezer Baptist Church.
She 1s today interred alongside her husband in a memorial
crypt in the reflecting pool of The King Center’s Freedom
Hall Complex, visited by hundreds of thousands of people
from all over the world year-round. The inscription on the
crypt memorializing her life of service is from [ Corinthians
13:13 — “And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but
the greatest of these is love.”

The King Philosophy

Triple Evils

Six Principles of Nonviolence

Six Steps of Nonviolent Social Change
The Beloved Community

TRIPLE EVILS

The Triple Evils of POVERTY, RACISM and MILITARISM
are forms of violence that exist in a vicious cycle. They are
interrelated, all-inclusive, and stand as barriers to our living
in the Beloved Community. When we work to remedy one
evil, we affect all evils. To work against the Triple Evils, you
must develop a nonviolent frame of mind as described in the
*Six Principles of Nonviolence™ and use the “Kingian
Model™ for social action outlined in the “Six Steps for Non-
violent Social Change.”
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Some contemporary examples of the Triple Evils are listed
next to each item:

Poverty — unemployment, homelessness, hunger, malnutri-
tion, illiteracy, infant mortality, slums...

“There is nothing new about poverty. What is new, however,
is that we now have the resources to get rid of it. The time
has come for an all-out world war against poverty ... The
well-off and the secure have too often become indifferent and
oblivious to the poverty and deprivation in their midst. Ulti-
mately a great nation 1s a compassionate nation. No individ-
ual or nation can be great if it does not have a concern for
‘the least of these.”

Racism - prejudice, apartheid, ethnic conflict, anti-Semi-
tism, sexism, colonialism, homophobia, ageism, discrimina-
tion against disabled groups, stereotypes...

“Racism 1s a philosophy based on a contempt for life. It 1s
the arrogant assertion that one race is the center of value and
object of devotion, before which other races must kneel in
submission. It is the absurd dogma that one race 1s responsi-
ble for all the progress of history and alone can assure the
progress of the future. Racism is total estrangement. It sepa-
rates not only bodies, but minds and spirits. Inevitably it de-
scends to inflicting spiritual and physical homicide upon the
out-group.”

Militarism — war, imperialism, domestic violence, rape, ter-
rorism, human trafficking, media violence, drugs, child
abuse, violent crime. ..

“A true revolution of values will lay hands on the world order
and say of war- “This way of settling differences is not just.’
This way of burning human beings with napalm, of filling
our nation’s homes with orphans and widows, of injecting
poisonous drugs of hate into the veins of peoples normally
humane, of sending men home from dark and bloody battle-
fields physically handicapped psychologically deranged, can-
not be reconciled with wisdom, justice and love. A nation
that continues year after year to spend more money on mili-
tary defense than on programs of social uplift 1s approaching
spiritual death.”

Source: “Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Commu-
nity?” by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: Boston: Beacon Press.
1967.

SIX PRINCIPLES OF NONVIOLENCE

Fundamental tenets of Dr. King’s philosophy of nonviolence
described in his first book, Stride Toward Freedom.
The six principles include:

PRINCIPLE ONE: Nonviolence i1s a way of life for coura-
geous people.

It is active nonviolent resistance to evil.

It i1s aggressive spiritually, mentally and emotionally.
PRINCIPLE TWO: Nonviolence secks to win friendship
and understanding.

The end result of nonviolence is redemption and reconcilia-
tion.

The purpose of nonviolence is the creation of the Beloved
Community.

PRINCIPLE THREE: Nonviolence seeks to defeat injus-
tice not people.

Nonviolence recognizes that evildoers are also victims and
are not evil people.

The nonviolent resister seeks to defeat evil not people.
PRINCIPLE FOUR: Nonviolence holds that suffering can
educate and transform.

Nonviolence accepts suffering without retaliation.
Unearned suffering 1s redemptive and has tremendous edu-
cational and transforming possibilities.

PRINCIPLE FIVE: Nonviolence chooses love instead of
hate.

Nonviolence resists violence of the spirit as well as the body.
Nonviolent love 1s spontaneous, unmotivated, unselfish and
creative.

PRINCIPLE SIX: Nonviolence believes that the universe
1s on the side of justice.

The nonviolent resistor has deep faith that justice will even-
tually win.

Nonviolence believes that God 1s a God of justice.

SIX STEPS OF NONVIOLENT SOCIAL CHANGE

The Six Steps for Nonviolent Social Change are based on Dr.
King's nonviolent campaigns and teachings that emphasize
love in action. Dr. King's philosophy of nonviolence, as
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reviewed in the Six Principles of Nonviolence, guides these
steps for social and interpersonal change.

INFORMATION GATHERING:

To understand and articulate an issue, problem or injustice
facing a person, community, or institution you must do re-
search. You must investigate and gather all vital information
from all sides of the argument or issue so as to increase your
understanding of the problem. You must become an expert
on your opponent's position.

EDUCATION:

It is essential to inform others, including your opposition,
about your issue. This minimizes misunderstandings and
gains your support and sympathy.

PERSONAL COMMITMENT:

Daily check and affirm your faith in philosophy and methods
of nonviolence. Eliminate hidden motives and prepare your-
self to accept suffering, if necessary, in your work for jus-
tice.

DISCUSSION/NEGOTIATION:

Using grace, humor and intelligence, confront the other party
with a list of injustices and a plan for addressing and resolv-
Ing these injustices. Look for what 1s positive in every action
and statement the opposition makes. Do not seek to humiliate
the opponent but to call forth the good in the opponent.

DIRECT ACTION:

These are actions taken when the opponent is unwilling to
enter into, or remain in, discussion/negotiation. These actions
impose a "creative tension" into the conflict, supplying moral
pressure on your opponent to work with you in resolving the
Injustice.

RECONCILIATION:

Nonviolence seeks friendship and understanding with the op-
ponent. Nonviolence does not seek to defeat the opponent.
Nonviolence 1s directed against evil systems, forces, oppres-
sive policies, unjust acts, but not against persons. Through
reasoned compromise, both sides resolve the injustice with
a plan of action. Each act of reconciliation is one step close
to the 'Beloved Community.’

Based on Martin Luther King, Jr.'s "Letter from Birmingham

Jail" in Why We Can't Wait, Penguin Books, 1963.

We often view the Six Steps as phases or cycles of a cam-
paign rather than steps because each of them embodies a
cluster or series of activities related to each of the other five
elements.

THE BELOVED COMMUNITY

“The Beloved Community™ is a term that was first coined in
the early days of the 20th Century by the philosopher-theolo-
gian Josiah Royce, who founded the Fellowship of Recon-
ciliation. However, it was Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., also a
member of the Fellowship of Reconciliation, who popular-
ized the term and invested it with a deeper meaning which
captured the imagination of people of goodwill all over the
world.

For Dr. King, The Beloved Community was not a lofty
utopian goal to be confused with the rapturous image of the
Peaceable Kingdom, in which lions and lambs coexist in
idyllic harmony. Rather, The Beloved Community was for
him a realistic, achievable goal that could be attained by a
critical mass of people committed to and trained in philoso-
phy and methods of nonviolence.

Dr. King’s Beloved Community 1s a global vision, in which
all people can share in the wealth of the earth. In the Beloved
Community, poverty, hunger and homelessness will not be
tolerated because international standards of human decency
will not allow it. Racism and all forms of discrimination, big-
otry and prejudice will be replaced by an all-inclusive spirit
of sisterhood and brotherhood. In the Beloved Community,
international disputes will be resolved by peaceful conflict-
resolution and reconciliation of adversaries, instead of mili-
tary power. Love and trust will triumph over fear and hatred.
Peace with justice will prevail over war and military conflict.

By Chris Collins
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SICKLE CELL DISEASE qMca re

Facts and Stats HEALTH CORPORATION

WHAT?

Sickle Cell Disease (SCD) is a rare, inherited blood disorder in which red blood cells
may become sickle-shaped and harden. For a baby to be born with Sickle Cell
Disease, both parents must have the sickle cell trait, or one parent has the sickle
trait and the other parent has another abnormal hemoglobin trait. Sickle Cell
Disease is not contagious, and there is no universal cure.

The Facts 5 3 years

» Sickle Cell is a rare disease e - life expectancy of
o = An estimated over 100,000 people in the U.S. have SCD those suffering from
?.? « 2,000 babies are born with SCD annually in the U.S. chronic sickle disease
« Average age of diagnosis: under 5 months complications in U.S.

» Sickle cell impacts people of many races and ethnicities

The blockage of blood flow caused by sickled cells leads to
complications including:

« Chronic severe and » Visign problems/blindness = Hip and shoulder joint
unpredictable pain e« Lung tissue damage damage

« Anemia » Kidney disease » Skin ulcers

» Frequent infections e Stroke » Difficult pregnancy

+ Fatigue « Shortened life expectancy

« Delayed growth » Blood clots

Where?

Sickle Cell Disease is a global health problem

Staying healthy with Sickle Cell Disease involves:

» Pain management « Prescription treatments such as hydroxyurea,
=« Blood transfusions glutamine, and crizanlizumab to reduce the
» Self-care, including eating well, exercising, severity of SCD
and drinking water « Screening tests for early detection of some
+ Preventive antibiotics (when prescribed) sickle cell complications

Curative and Potentially Curative Therapies

No universal cure exists for Sickle Cell Disease; however, the following treatment options are
considered curative and potentially curative.
« Bone marrow transplant (curative)
« Gene therapy (potentially curative)




ANOINTED NEWS JOURNAL

Promises Made and Kept as
Community Advisory Board
Established

Mayor & City Council Move Forward
with EMR Agreement

CAMDEN, NJ — On Tuesday, January 27, 2026, the mem-
bers of the Community Advisory Board convened their first
meeting to discuss the financial oversight of community in-
vestments being made by EMR within Camden’s Waterfront
South neighborhood. The board was established as a part of
a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) Agreement an-
nounced in April 2025 by the City of Camden with Camden
based EMR Metal Recycling. The MOU stemmed from a
February 21, 2025, fire which began at the EMR facility, lo-
cated at 1400 block of South Front Street.

Through the work of Mayor Victor Carstarphen and his ad-
ministration, EMR will be allocating $6.7 million to benefit
the residents who live in the Waterfront South neighborhood
and the surrounding community. Based on the $6.7 million
pledge, $4.5 million was committed in 2025 and $450,000
will be paid annually over next five years. In addition, funds
are being applied to improve and enhance the fire suppres-
sion system at EMR facility and reimbursing the city fire de-
partment from damages in battling the previous blaze.

At the December 2025 City Council meeting, Council mem-
bers approved the appointment of the City of Camden’s
Community Advisory Board Members as outlined in the
terms of the MOU Agreement. The four City of Camden ap-
pointees to the seven-member board include: resident and
City of Camden OEM/DPW Director Keith Walker (Mayor’s
Designee), resident and City Council Vice President/Ward |
Councilman Arthur Barclay, community members Derrick
Gallashaw and Father Vincent Guest from Sacred Heart
Parish located in the Waterfront South neighborhood. EMR
has also identified its four board members: Tony Crilly,
Stacey Pierce, Joe Balzano, & Bishop Girard Peterson.

In addition to the establishment of the Community Advisory
Committee, other actions that are being taken by EMR and
mutually agreed upon commitments are being met. EMR has
filed its site plan with the City’s Planning board to implement
fire suppression improvements and the consolidation of its
facility. These are two critical action steps which are aimed
at mitigating future fires. The City of Camden has also re-
covered costs associated with damages from the February
21st fire including the replacement of fire department equip-
ment.

“I am confident the members of the advisory board will act
in the best interest of the community,” said Camden Mayor
Victor Carstarphen. “The Community Advisory Board Mem-
bers are just as concerned as I am about improving the quality
of life for residents living in the Waterfront South neighbor-
hood. City Council and I recognize the importance of imple-
menting the terms outlined in the MOU Agreement with
EMR. The agreement aims to increase engagement between
EMR and the community while improving communication,
collaboration, transparency and strengthening trust.”

“The Mayor and City Council were deeply troubled by the
impact the February fire would have on our community,” said
Camden City Council President Angel Fuentes. “Since the
incident, we are pleased to see that EMR are cooperating and
being a good neighbor. The safety of our residents must al-
ways be our top priority for the city and a concern to EMR.™

“I commend the Mayor, City Council, and EMR for taking
the necessary steps to ensure the safety of our community
members, said City Camden Council Vice President Arthur
Barclay. "The fire was unacceptable, and we took immediate
action to address residents’ concerns by implementing the
MOU Agreement. The Community Advisory Board is a big
step and will help to ensure this critical funding makes a pos-
itive and lasting impact to improve conditions in Waterfront
South.”

“I am encouraged by the fire prevention improvements that
have been taken thus far," said Camden Fire Department
Chief Jesse Flax. "I feel these improvements and those yet
to come will only enhance fire safety measures at the facility.
These mandated operational changes will help to make our
residents and neighboring structures even safer.”
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City Of Camden Department of
Public Works Clears Miles of
Roadways Citywide

DPW continues difficult job of removing
tons of snow and ice from neighborhoods

CAMDEN, NJ - The City of Camden Department of

Public Works continues with the excavation, and removal of
snow along the 182 miles of City roadways across Camden.
The Department of Public Works (DPW) removal effort re-
mains a coordinated operation with Camden County DPW
and involved dozens of vehicles, excavators, loaders, and
equipment needed to move tons of snow and ice from this
past weekend’s winter storm. The crews and vehicles in-
volved in this operation have been working day and night
over the past five days, treating streets and then lifting snow
since Sunday evening. These operations have been underway
in every neighborhood and along commercial corridors
across the city.

The removal operations thus far have deployed over two
dozen pieces of equipment, organized 130 employees spread
out across the city. This work involved plowing and excavat-
ing snow from narrow roadways, secondary and primary
streets. This included clearing around critical infrastructure,
including hospitals, firchouses, ambulance headquarters,
schools, and water pump stations. Following the initial
storm, DPW was able to address additional priorities includ-
ing clearing sidewalks on bridges, ADA-accessible sidewalks
along corridors, and at Community Centers, removal of large
snow piles from metered parking spaces, and addressing
neighborhood snow-related concerns. In total, the Depart-
ment of Public Works staff utilized approximately 300 tons
of salt and worked 60 consecutive hours to complete snow
removal operations. These operations, as well as plowing
and salting, will continue until all critical infrastructure road-
ways are clear and treated.

“We thank our dedicated Department of Public Works em-
ployees for putting in a tremendous effort over the past week
as they battled Winter Storm Fern,” said Camden Mayor Vic-
tor Carstarphen. “We are also grateful to our partners at Cam-
den County DPW for a well-coordinated removal operation.
Although these efforts are not always an easy task, nor are
they completed, crews have done an outstanding job. Re-
gardless of the situation or the weather conditions, our DPW
remain prepared and ready to support the needs of our com-
munity.”

The City of Camden asks residents to continue avoiding un-
necessary travel. If you must travel, give yourself extra time,
slow down, and help keep our crews safe by giving them
plenty of space to do their work. We ask our residents, busi-
nesses, schools, houses of worship, and community stake-
holders to support our removal efforts by shoveling their
sidewalks and parking lots. Help our Camden DPW when
clearing sidewalks and driveways by not pushing snow into
roadways. This will not only allow plows to keep Camden
streets clear of snow but safe when driving. In addition, drive
slow & give DPW space so they can work safely. Icy condi-
tions & storm info can be reported by calling the City of
Camden Office of Emergency Management: 856-757-
7132/856-757-7139 or email: publicworks(@camdennj.gov.

We thank everyone for doing their part to ensure our side-
walks and roadways are safe.

New Jersey American Water
Readies for Winter Storm

State’s largest water and wastewater utility pre-
pares for snowstorm and shares safety tips for
customers

CAMDEN, N.J. - JAN. 23, 2026 — New Jersey Ameri-

can Water is preparing for forecasted snowstorm and freezing
wintery mix this weekend. The company has initiated readi-
ness efforts to mitigate potential impacts to its water and
wastewater plants and distribution systems.
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“We are committed to providing safe and reliable water serv-
ice to our customers, even through extreme weather condi-
tions,” said Benjamin Morris, vice president of operations
for New Jersey American Water. “Our team of experts is
highly trained on emergency preparedness, response and
management and 1s ready to handle any service disruptions
that may come our way.”

As part of the company’s readiness efforts, operations per-
sonnel have tested and fueled generators, vehicles and fuel
storage tanks, secured additional water treatment chemicals,
prepared wastewater treatment plants for increased flows,
and updated staffing plans to help with response efforts.
*“Customers should also prepare for extreme conditions this
weekend by taking the following precautions before, during,
and after the snowstorm to stay informed, stay safe and pro-
tect vulnerable areas of their homes.” said Morris.

Before the storm:

* Update your emergency contact information and prefer-
ences 1n your MyWater account. The company uses this in-
formation to contact customers about any service impacts.

» Locate your main water shut-off valve. If a pipe freezes or
bursts, shut the water off immediately.

* Protect your pipes and water meter. Wrap exposed pipes
with insulation or use electrical heat tracing wire; newspaper
or fabric might also work. For outside meters, keep the lid to
the meter pit closed tightly and let any snow that falls cover
It. Snow acts as isulation, so don't disturb it.

* Make an emergency plan. Visit www.ready.gov/plan to get
started. Gather supplies, including non-perishable foods,
cleaning supplies, and water, in case services are cut off in
your area.

During the storm:

* Stay home and off the roads during times of high winds and
heavy snowfall.

* If you have pipes that are vulnerable to freezing, allow a
small trickle of water to run overnight to keep pipes from
freezing. The cost of the extra water is low compared to the
cost to repair a broken pipe.

* Open cabinet doors to expose pipes to warmer room tem-
peratures to help keep them from freezing.

If your pipes freeze:

* Shut off the water immediately. Don't attempt to thaw
frozen pipes unless the water is shut off. Freezing can often
cause unseen cracks in pipes or joints.

* Apply heat to the frozen pipe by warming the air around it,
or by applying heat directly to a pipe. You can use a hairdryer,
space heater or hot water. Be sure not to leave space heaters
unattended.

* Do not use kerosene heaters or open flames to thaw pipes
inside your home.

» Once the pipes have thawed, turn the water back on slowly
and check for cracks and leaks.

After the storm:

* Clear snow and ice from fire hydrants and clear a path from
the hydrant to the street so firefighters can connect their
equipment without delays in case of emergency.

» Shovel snow from driveways and sidewalks before it turns
to ice and use road salt only in areas needed for safety after
snow has been cleared.

* If temperatures fall below 15 degrees Fahrenheit, road salt
becomes less effective. Consider using alternatives like sand
or native birdseed to build traction.

New Jersey American Water also advises that sub-freezing
temperatures can hasten aging water mains to break and
cause unsafe driving conditions. If you see a leak or your
water service is disrupted, please report an emergency online
at emergency.amwater.com. Additionally, please continue to
check the company’s alerts page and Customer Advisory
Map for any disruptions that could be impacting your area.

For more winter weather tips and road salt tips, visit
www.newjerseyamwater.com.

About New Jersey American Water

New Jersey American Water, a subsidiary of American Water
(NYSE: AWK), 1s the largest regulated water utility in the
state, providing safe, clean, reliable and affordable water and
wastewater services to approximately 2.9 million people. For
more information, visit www.newjerseyamwater.com and
follow New Jersey American Water on LinkedIn, Facebook,
X, and Instagram.
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WATER MAIN
FLUSHING PLANNED
IN CAMDEN

Each year, the City of Camden
flushes its water distribution
(pipeline) system to help
ensure that our customers
continue to receive hlgh-quallty
water service.

FLUSHING SCHEDULE
American Water, the City’s contracted water WATER SERVICE IN THE
. service provider, will be conducting fire hydrant CITY OF CAMDEN 1.
flushing for 10 weeks beginning Sept. 15, 2025, e
during the hours of 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. -:-,. o A
WHY WE FLUSH F

:."";E‘lf

Flushing helps us to clean out any build up of mineral
deposits and sediment inside the pipes. These harmless
deposits can occur when water service demands are
reduced during the winter months. It also allows us to use
the hydrants to make sure they are operational and 1o
check fire flows.

WHAT TO EXPECT

When crews are in the area, you may experience a drop in
water pressure or discolored water. IT discolored water
occurs. let the cold water run until it is clear.

HOW TO PREPARE

Draw water for cooking ahead of time.

« Store a large bottle of water in the refrigeratar for
drinking.

* Check for discolored water before using the washing
machine or dishwasher.
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AMERICAN WATER

WE KEEP LIFE FLOWING®

QUALITY. ONE MORE WAY
WE KEEP LIFE FLOWING.
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Camden Contemporary Dance
Theatre Elevates the Arts with
Passion, Purpose, and Culture

Camden, NJ - Rooted in Camden and fueled by purpose,

Camden Contemporary Dance Theatre has emerged as a
powerful artistic force dedicated to excellence, faith, and cul-
tural storytelling. Led by co-founders Omar-Frederick Pratt
and Takreeya Hawkins, the company is redefining what pro-
fessional dance looks like in South Jersey by creating bold
productions that blend technical mastery with spiritual depth
and social relevance. From cultivating young talent to pre-
senting impactful works such as Uncomfortable Conversa-
tions and the annual Easter production The Resurrection, the
company 1s committed to using movement as a vehicle for
unity, reflection, and transformation within the community
and beyond.

In an exclusive interview with the nation’s premier faith-
based and professional newspaper for winners, Anointed
News Journal, Omar-Frederick Pratt and Takreeya Hawkins
share their journey, vision, and unwavering commitment to
use dance as a platform for change.

Collins:

Now, you two are no strangers to the Anointed News Journal.
But for our readers, tell us: who 1s Omar-Frederick Pratt, and
who 1s Takreeya Hawkins?

Pratt:

Well, I am a native of Camden, New Jersey, born and raised
here. I went to high school at Creative and Performing Arts
High School, and from there I earned my bachelor’s degree
at the University of the Arts. I've had the opportunity to
travel and dance with Philadanco, Eleone Dance Theatre,
Grace Dance Theatre, and Dance Fusion. Afterward, I moved
to Washington, D.C., for a little while and danced with Dis-
sonance Dance Theatre.

Then I moved back home and became a teacher at Creative
Arts High School, where [ worked with both the dance de-
partment and the music department. Now, one of the things
I’m most excited about is being a co-founder and co-director
of Camden Contemporary Dance Theatre.

Collins:
And what you didn’t mention is that you're also a gospel
recording artist and composer.

Pratt:

Yes. As [ said, 1 grew up in Camden, and my home church is
Parkside United Methodist Church. That’s where I was in-
troduced to gospel music. When | was 15, [ became the di-
rector of the youth choir, and that experience really shaped
me into becoming a director for my own music ministry,
Omar Frederick and Devotion.

[ started writing music for them at a very early age, and later
on we recorded our first studio album, The Awakening.
We’ve had the opportunity to work with artists such as An-
thony Brown and Group Therapy, J.J. Hairston and Youthful
Praise, and Bryan Popin.

Collins:
Takreeya?

Hawkins:

Yes. I am also a Camden native, born and raised. | attended
Creative Arts High School in Camden, New Jersey. Prior to
that, I attended Halliday Dance in Pennsauken, starting at the
age of five.

After Creative Arts High School, I went to Camden County
College to study psychology and earned my associate’s de-
gree. However, | still wanted to study dance, so I decided to
audition for the University of the Arts in Philadelphia. I at-
tended there for about two years, and then I began dancing
with Grace Dance Theatre in Philadelphia.

There was a lot of conversation about dancers from Camden
always having to go to Philadelphia to dance professionally.
We began asking, how could we bring that opportunity to
Camden? While teaching dance in Camden, as well as in
Pennsauken at Halliday Dance and other dance programs, it
eventually came together. Freddy said he would be on board,
and I just needed a partner. And that’s how Camden Contem-
porary Dance Theatre was born.
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It has been an amazing journey over the past six years, six
seasons, and I'm really looking forward to getting better each
and every year moving forward. I am also a licensed minister
of the gospel at Kaighn Avenue Baptist Church under Rev-
erend William N. Heard. Between church and serving as an
associate leader for the praise dance ministry at Kaighn Av-
enue Baptist Church, dance has truly been with me every step
of the way.

Collins:
And you have also taught and co-directed some things on
stage.

Hawkins:

Yes, For Colored Girls with Camden Repertory Theater. That
was a great experience. | choreographed the entire production
back in 2017, so that was a major learning experience. It
combined my love of theater and dance, and all of it really
helped me grow as a choreographer. Putting on that director’s
hat, along with being a dance director, helped prepare me as
| now continue stepping into that role.

Collins:
Tell us about Camden Contemporary Dance Theatre and why
that’s so important for people in the city of Camden.

Pratt:

There are so many extremely talented dancers and artists here
in the city of Camden, and unfortunately, we don’t have the
same opportunities or outlets that Philadelphia has. We do a
lot of training here, but when it’s time to pursue careers pro-
fessionally, it seems that if yvou're in South Jersey, vou tend
to go toward Philadelphia, and if you’re in North Jersey, you
tend to go toward New York City.

Because of that, a lot of people don’t take the chance on
themselves to cross the bridge and truly pursue their craft full
time or on a more professional stage. We felt it was highly
important to bring the professional experiences we’ve had
through the different companies we’ve been part of—back
to our own city.

There have been incredible performances and opportunities
we’ve been involved in elsewhere, and we felt it was long
overdue to bring that same level of artistry back home. So
many people from Camden are creating amazing experiences
for others in different places, and we wanted to bring that en-
ergy and excellence back to where we are.

Collins:

Throughout the year, Camden Contemporary Dance Theatre
puts on several productions. There are some that people look
forward to every year, and then you also introduce new
works. Coming up February 6th and 7th at Camden High
School Auditorium, you have a piece called Uncomfortable
Conversations. Tell us about Uncomfortable Conversations
and what the public can expect.

Pratt:

For a lot of people, Black history programs focus on our his-
tory and lineage, which is very important, especially at a time
when it feels like that history 1s being erased. Keeping that
at the forefront is necessary. However, going from one Black
history show to another can sometimes feel repetitive. We
often talk about the past, slavery, and how we got here.

This year, we wanted to do something different. Especially
with the economic climate we’re in right now, it’s a time
when the Black community really needs to come together.
There are many things within our community that divide us,
and a lot of those things are conversations we don’t like to
have.

This show shines a light on those uncomfortable topics—
whether it’s religion, politics, sexual orientation, or anything
else that keeps us from standing up for one another. The goal
is to bring those issues to the surface so people can leave feel-
ing more enlightened and more willing to have difficult con-
versations with family members or others they may have
distanced themselves from because of differences.

At the end of the day, it’s about coming together around what
truly matters. In this time, when there’s such a large target
on our backs, we really can’t afford to be divided over
smaller differences, like faith or personal beliefs. As a cul-
ture, we should be standing together, and that’s what this
show seeks to highlight.

Collins:
How can people get tickets to this show?
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There 1s a QR code on the flyer that you can scan, or you can
go directly to www.ticketlocity.com and type in Camden
Contemporary Dance Theatre: Uncomfortable Conversa-
tions, and 1t  wil come up that way
(https://cedt.ticketlocity.com/events/145750). You can pur-
chase tickets online, in person from any member of the com-
pany, through our website, or on our Instagram. You can also
buy tickets at the door.

Collins:
Give us the website.

Pratt:
CamdenContemporaryDanceTheatre.com.

Collins:

Takreeya, each year during the Easter season, you present a
powerful production called, “The Resurrection™. It’s ab-
solutely amazing. What was the mindset behind creating The
Resurrection on stage and adding all of those components?
You also partner with Bonita Farmer on this, along with some
local vocal talent. Tell us a little bit about the devotion behind
It

Hawkins:

Yes. Of course, Omar Frederick Pratt—the genius that he is,
when we started our second season, we focused specifically
on The Resurrection. That process was really meaningful be-
cause it allowed us to take our time, read the story, and go
deeply into the biblical foundation of what we were preparing
to portray on stage.

| think that because we have dancers who are believers, it’s
important to continually remind them Who they’re dancing
for and what they’re dancing about. That understanding has
to come first before we even introduce the movement. The
collaboration with Devotion, along with the addition of live
narration to tell the story, really made the production stand
out.

Seeing everyone come together to portray Jesus being bap-
tized by John the Baptist, then moving through His ministry,
crucifixion, and ultimately His resurrection, was powerful.
Finding ways to relate to and understand the different char-
acters we each had to embody was truly a joy. It was like
Bible study, but at the same time, as artists, we were able to
emotionally connect to the story.

For example, performing Alabaster Box versus portraying
one of the Mary’s at the tomb required completely different
emotional shifts. Being able to step into those roles and feel
those moments was incredibly meaningful.

As Freddie brought the 1dea to us, we often talked about how
Christmas 1s widely celebrated, and there are so many holi-
day productions during that season. But when Easter comes
around, we don’t hear as much about God or the sacrifice
Christ made for us. We asked ourselves how powerful it
would be to create a production centered on the resurrection
and share that story not just locally, but more broadly.

We see Christmas shows all the time, but creating a one-of-
a-kind production focused on the resurrection felt like a no-
brainer. Diving into that story was something we knew we
were called to do.

Collins:
And The Resurrection—you already have the dates set?

Pratt:
Yes. March 27th and 28th. Yes, Friday and Saturday.

Collins:
And people can get tickets the same way?

Pratt:

Yes. Tickets are available online. March 27th and 28th,
they're available through www.ticketlocity.com and type in
Camden Contemporary Dance Theatre: The Resurrection.
You can scan the QR code on the flyers, purchase tickets in
advance from any member of the company, or buy them at
the door.

Collins:

So let me say this—for 32 years I've been covering the arts.
I’ve covered dance companies from around the world, from
Philadanco to MOMIX, Alvin Ailey, Disney, Rockettes, Paul
Taylor Dance Theatre, and Chicago’s River North.

Continued on page 11
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Continued from page 10

I've covered them all, and I can clearly say that when 1 have
the opportunity to see Camden Contemporary Dance Theatre,
I would classify you among the top five. No doubt,

The choreography, the energy, the leaps, the twists—every-
thing. Some companies, | feel have played 1t safe in recent
years. But Camden Contemporary Dance Theatre gives the
public what they want. What makes your company different
from the others?

Pratt:

For me, it’s that when you have to work for something, when
things don’t come easily or conveniently, it means so much
more. In places like Philadelphia or New York, especially in
the arts and dance, it’s right in your backyard. You can see
so many companies on a whim. There are multiple theaters
within just a few blocks, so access 1s everywhere.

Over here, we don’t really have that. Everything 1s harder,
and we have to work much more intensely than others who
may have more opportunities for training and exposure. Be-
cause of that, our love and passion for what we do runs
deeper.

It means more to us, and it shows in the dancers, the singers.
and everyone involved in the production. People are proud
of the work they’re doing and the role they play in bringing
each performance to life. For me, that’s one of the biggest
differences.

HawkKins:

Yeah, I was going to say the passion and the joy. Like it's not
something that people take lightly over here. I used to hear a
lot of Camden choreographers saying when they travel all
over that people love working with Camden artists because
the heart was there more, rather than just throwing up a leg
or just whatever it was, they could tell that artists here really
enjoy and really want to put out good work.

Collins:

I'm happy to hear that because | know from my personal ex-
periences, I can say names of Camden people who have been
at the top of Philadanco, Alvin Ailey, Eleone, Walt Disney
Productions with The Lion King, and have soared around the
world in this profession. I'm glad that we now have Camden
Contemporary Dance Theater. We know it takes resources;
for those that may want to contribute, how can they do so?

Pratt:

If you're interested in making a donation, we accept every
kind that there is. Our Cash app is $CCDT856. For Zelle it's
our company email which is CamdenContemporary-
DanceTheater@gmail.com.

Collins:
And the physical address if someone wants to mail a check?

Pratt:

For anyone mailing a donation, it can be sent to 3024 Waldorf
Avenue Camden, New Jersey 08105: Payable to Camden
Contemporary Dance Theatre.

Collins:

And as you talked about the history of Camden dancers; you
mentioned teaching at Creative arts and teaching at Halliday.
For those that may want to get their young people involved
in dance, how can they do so?

Pratt:

There are many different programs in the city. Creative Arts
1s a high school, so for anyone entering or currently in high
school, that 1s a great program. It 1s run by Ms. LaCeda Nel-
son, who is the Director of Dance at Creative Arts. They have
an excellent program there.

Halliday Dance in Pennsauken, directed by Ms. Halliday, is
another great program. Also, Nyemah Gillespie is the director
of Creative Connections, which is another dance program in
Camden, New Jersey.

Collins:
So what’s next for Camden Contemporary Dance Theatre?

FEBRUARY 1-14, 2026
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UNCOMFORTABLE CONVERSATIONS

FEB 6™ & 77" AT 6PM

Camden High Campus Auditorium
1700 Park Blv Camden NJ 08103

TICKETS:$20 ONLINE
$25 AT THE DOOR

-

Pratt:

This past season, we had the privilege of working with
Christopher Huggins, which was huge for us. He is one of
the original members of Alvin Ailey Dance Theater, and hav-
ing him come in and work with us really opened my eves to
what we are capable of and how far we can go.

Sometimes you can’t be afraid to ask and see what people
are willing to do. When he agreed to come in and work with
us, 1t made me realize that we can start reaching out to other
world-renowned choreographers as well. There are a few
artists we are already in the process of connecting with for
next season, and we’re excited to see how many different
choreographers and perspectives will be part of the upcoming
season.

Collins:
The Anointed News Journal has over 180,000 readers bi-
weekly. In conclusion, what would you like to say to the
readers?

Hawkins:

I want to thank everyone for their continued support. No
form of support 1s too small—whether 1t’s encouragement,
donations, sharing our work with others, purchasing group
tickets, or attending our shows. We truly appreciate each and
every person who helps keep our name alive and spreads it
as far and wide as possible.

Our hope 1s to one day have Camden Contemporary Dance
Theatre traveling around the world so others can experience
our work. The more people who hear about us, the better, and
we thank you for supporting us and sharing us with everyone
you come in contact with.

Pratt:

I completely agree. A huge thank you to everyone who has
supported us over the yvears. We wouldn’t be the organization
we are today without that support. Whether it’s purchasing a
ticket, buying a snack at concessions, or simply showing up,
every dollar and every cent directly support our dance artists.

Thank you for taking the time to pour into us. We truly hope
that what we’re doing is pouring back into you as well.

Conclusion:

Through intentional artistry, unwavering faith, and a deep
commitment to community, Camden Contemporary Dance
Theatre continues to prove that excellence can be cultivated
at home and shared with the world. By creating space for dif-
ficult conversations, sacred storytelling and professional op-
portunity, the company is not only elevating the arts in
Camden but also inspiring unity, healing, and purpose
through movement. As their vision expands and their influ-
ence grows, Camden Contemporary Dance Theatre stands as
a testament to what 1s possible when passion and purpose
come together.

By Chris Collins

Minnesota Is Hurting
By NJ Senator Troy Singleton

Minnesota is hurting. And when Minnesota hurts, America
must listen. In just a few short weeks, families have buried
loved ones, communities have been shaken, and trust has
been strained by a series of deeply troubling events. These
moments demand more than talking points. They demand
leadership rooted in empathy, accountability, and an unwa-
vering commitment to justice.

We can hold two truths at once: that public safety matters,
and that constitutional rights matter just as deeply. One does
not cancel out the other. Our democracy depends on both.
When force is used, it must be lawful, proportionate, and
transparent. When lives are lost, the response must be truth,
accountability, and reform, not defensiveness or division.

Minnesota’s story is not just about enforcement or protest. It
is about the dignity of human life. It is about the right to as-
semble. It is about whether government power is exercised
with restraint, wisdom, and humanity. These are not partisan
values. They are American values.

At moments like this, we must resist the temptation to retreat
into our political corners. We must reject the voices that profit
from anger and fear. And instead, we must choose courage
to confront hard truths, to demand better systems, and to re-
build trust where it has been broken.

The people of Minnesota deserve healing, not escalation.
They deserve answers, not silence. And they deserve leader-
ship that sees their pain, honors their humanity, and commits
to building a safer, fairer future for everyone. That 1s the work
before us. And we cannot turn away.
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The Comeback Gontinues in Gamden

Updated data shows Camden students continue
to narrol the gap with statewide peers post-pandemic

Background: Huice Lhe Spring ol 2044, Camden Ecucalion buna has compiled eityw_de student
learrarg daka to provide an overvicw of Lhe progoess or challengas Camncen students are facmg
acnccnneully,

Overthe lust three vea s (com iming results from all Camcen public schools, inclusive of
tracditionz]l district, renaissance. and charter schools), we have zeen consistent progress Zor studencs.
Evory apetor bag scon improvoment ciaca year, ane a cotmwide average of sehools shows ssadonts
havs aow rehounded from pandemic learning loss back to pro-pandemic levels - and in calng a0, aze
atarting to narrony lorg glandirg ach overrant gzpa with the state average in batk FLA and math,

While Cumnden sluder s Ll bave g lung wey Lo gu Lo redch Lhelr polential, e progeess s real
and sustained, We are encouraided by thig third year of progress and are looking forwa-d zofurtaer
analyzing what iz happening it our achools demorsating srowth 7o cnaure that we ean huild on this
oomen oy and acly all gchoals cortinue o risc.

Core Takeaways Include:

1. Camden Students are Continuing to Catch Up:
v Cancdon sluden's boprovedd eom 19% profeical moreadiog in 20022 1o 27% proficien, in
2025, maore than doubling the statewide pace o improve nent.
«  Eimilarly 'n marh, Camean student: impreved from &% proflcient cimywide in 2022, and
improved to 175 m 2020,

Catching Up

= Since 2022 Canlen schools lnproved by 20
prrrentagepoints in Bnglish angnags A-ts —
o paes wall abovs the sioewide avarsge.

Catching Up

e e 2002 Canden sehools sroved
oy BY pe-neontags pointsin Math — oma peor
that axeceds the slatewide average,
10.0% L
T v
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2. Camden Students are Narrowing Long-Standing Achievement Gaps:
« QOvwerthe last 10 vears, Camden students have narrowed gaps with their statewide peers

despite the pandemic.

« InELA, Camden students not only oulperform 2015 scores by 13 percentage poinls, but
have closed the gap with their statewide peers hy 10 percentage pointg over that Lime.

« Inmath, Camden students are aleo making progress, improving by 7 percenlage points
since 2015 and narrowing the proficiency gap with the state by 5 pis.

School Performance Over Time —
English Language Arts

Ferentuge of Student Proficiency by Grode Level

s

EEY%

CONTIMUING TO CLOSE THE GAP
Singe 2015, the gap between Camdan citywidz and
statevide proficiency has closed by 10 parcentage points.

27K

1%
Citywide

14%

3. Renaissance Schools are Driving the Rebound:

School Performance Over Time —
Math

Bevopnrmge of Student Pronciency by Grads Leved

4.2%

=
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GONTINUING TO CLOSE THE GAP
Since 2015, the gap betwesn Carmnden citywide and
statewide proficiency has closed by B parcentage points.

9% 5%

« AllCamden public schools are rebounding from pandemic learning logs at least ag fast as

statewlde peers.

« Renaissance schools are driving the progress, bouncing back at three times the rate of'the
state average in LA, and bouneing back at two times the rate of the state average in math.

Schools Driving the Rebound
English Language Arts :

AN Caimelen pisdlic soigols gre relbousdiong fronm S
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=
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Schools Driving the Rebound
Math
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| et’s Talk About What Matters:

Tips for Caregivers
When “Happy New Year”
Feels Complicatec

By Kimberly Rumaker, MSS, LCSW
Manager of Social Work and Counseling Services, Samaritan

As we turn our calendars to January and welcome the New Year, the world around us echoes
with messages of resolutions, fresh starts and renewal.

For many, this season can be filled with hope and anticipation. However, for those caring for a
loved one or friend with a serious or life-threatening illness, the phrase “Happy New Year” can
take on a completely different meaning and spur emotions of contlict, alienation or even pain

and heartache.

Caregivers may find themselves caught
oetween celeoration and positivity

or one hand, and exnaustion and

grief or the cther. The simple phrase
"Haopy New Yez" should evoke joy,
aut oftentimes can fee! out of step with
cality when a caragiver reflects on thair
situation and -’r.-.-:;pf.rrss;.h|||.|:‘-.5 0 their
ovea one.

For many, being a “good caregiver”
means sacrificng Time, care, family,
emotions, frienaships, self-care. . the
st could go an and on. However, this is
simply not true.

Caregivers lose sight of self-care. So then
at's explore why ceregivers are more ant
to put their own needs zside to focus on
cthers — Is it a fear of stepping away?

lz il a [zeling of guilt [or priorilizing
Lthemselyas? Or are Lthey simply oo

tired 1o think akout putting one morc
thing on their alate, even if it's 1o help
themselves?

Chances are iU's & combkinalion ol many
of these things and more, However,
sometimes all you nead is a gentle
remirder to STOF BREATHE and
REFOCUS on your own state of mind
and emotional well-oeing befors you
conlinue to pour yoursell inle alhers,

Il you are a caregiver, lel me e Lhal
eminger loday, Here gre some tos [or
10w you can better care for vourself as
vol: cortinuge to lock after vour loved one:

Choose 1o nalisve that self-care is
rot seish, it is ezsential tor health in
body, mind anc spirit,

Heonor the momer: over the calencar
You don't nead to force celebration.

Lel go ol expreclalions — resist
pressures to make resclutions or
match the energy of others = that is
rot waat you are feeling in your heart,

Tace Uime Lo rellect, Journaling erd
guict moments can hela vou process
emofions.

Consider turning To the help of 3
cert'fied home health zide or soecially
trzined volunteer o assist you with
your lcved ore,

lake care of yourself physically — get
adequazte sleep, eat nourishing food,
ard arink hycrat'ng water,

Add restorative exercises, like walking
or gentle stretching, to offset the
physicality o7 daily caregivirg tasks
ard endless chores.

Make and keep medical
appoirtments for yourself. Take your
madications with the same care ana
attenticn that you ensure your loved
one does,

Turn Lo athers for supporl = Call 4 Triend,
join & susport group, and/or lean on
femily, friendls, or prefessional resources
for support. Allow them to hep.

¢ Ask for wnat you need and wart out
also be sure 10 say "No" without
apologies.

* Turn 1o educational rescurces
ana guices, like Samaritan's
complimentary Caregiver Suppert

Guides,

Caregiving may feel isolating and lanely,
out you rever nave to go through it on
your owr. There are many rescurces,
such ¢s Samarizan's Soc al Connections
orogramns righl in your own communily
lthal are zb e o provide suoporl as you
care for your loved one,

This year, my wish Tor you is that

VL krow Lhat YOU dare seser, vadea,

and never alone in your caregiving
oxperience, The care you provide matters
arofoundy.

| extend my heartfelt gratitude to all
caregivers in the community. As January
antolds, may you tind encouragement ir
small victories and the courage to seek
and receive Lhe care anag support you
1ced @ne deserve, | wish cach o you
acace, comtort, rencwal ane oy in the
coming year.

Samaritan

LIFE-ENHANCING CARE

Samaritan offers a variety of resources and services for caregivers. If you would like to learn more about their caregiver support
ar how to best care for a loved one with serious or life-threatening illness, call our care team at (B56) 596-14600,
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Stamp Unveiling Ceremony —
Muhammad Ali
and Phillis Wheatley.

Lawnside, NJ - January 10, 2026- A celebration for

stamps honoring Muhammad Ali and Phillis Wheatley will
be held at the Wayne Bryant Community Center in historic
Lawnside, New Jersey on Saturday, March 7, 2026, from
10:00 AM to 12:30 PM. The U.S. Postal Service is honoring
Muhammad Al1, Boxer, Activist and Humanitarian known as
the "Greatest”" with two stamps and Phillis Wheatley, the first
author of African descent in the American Colonies, with the
49th stamp 1n the Black Heritage Stamp series.

The U.S. Postal Service; Ebony Society of Philatelic Events
and Reflections (ESPER); the National Association of Uni-
versity Women, Southern New Jersey Branch (NAUW-
SNIB); and the African American Inventors' Museum
(AAIM) will host. ESPER is a 501 (c¢)(3) non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to promoting the collecting of stamps and
philatelic material depicting people and events related to the
African Diaspora;: NAUW-SNIB. a branch of the NAUW
founded in 1910, serves women, youth and the disadvan-
taged in our community and in developing countries by ad-
dressing education issues, and strategically partnering with
allied organizations; and the AAIM 1s committed to honoring
and celebrating the ingenuity and creativity of African Amer-
icans throughout history.

The Lawnside Postmaster, along with the Glendora Postmas-
ter will represent the U.S. Postal Service. They will be avail-
able to sell the stamps and other commemorative items.

Linda Shockley, President of the Lawnside Historical Society
states "How poignant to recognize these heroes here as
Lawnside celebrates the 100th anniversary of incorporation.
Phillis Wheatley and Muhammad Ali represent enduring
Black excellence from the birth of the nation to the 21st cen-

tury."

FEBRUARY 1-14, 2026

Additional supporters include: The Borough of Lawnside,
the Lawnside Historical Society, The New Jersey Historical
Commission, NAACP Camden East Branch, the Cherry Hill
African American Civic Association (CHAACA); Peirians,
Inc., Philadelphia Chapter; Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.,
New Jersey Garden City Alumnae Chapter; and Masjid Free-
haven.

MRS. THELMA GILES

=

Hosted by

, The Peaceful Stitchers Quilters
Ebony Stamp Society (ESPER)

UNITED STATES

POSTAL SERVICE

The Postmaster will be available to sell the

U S P O S T A L stamps and other commemorative items.
[ ] L

Mullica Hill Branch Library
389 Wolfert Station Road Mullica Hill, New Jersey

MARCH | 21* | 2026
11:00AM

The Postal Service will be

Please register for this
FREE event.

https://bit.ly/Ali_ Wheatley

Saturday, March 7, 202
Wayne Bryant Community Center
323 East Charleston Avenue Lawnside, NJ
10:00 AM -12:30 PM

available to sell the stamps and
other commemorative items.
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“LOOK WHO’S TURNING 100
YEARS OLD”

“CELEBRATE GOOD TIMES, COME
N1

Mrs. Thelma Giles, a native of Camden, NJ,
will be celebrating her centennial birthday on
February 6, 2026. Thelma is the widow of the
late Alfred Giles; she’s blessed to still have
eight children living out of her eleven total. God
has truly blessed her family abundantly because
she’s the grandmother of twenty-five grandchil-
dren; the great-grandmother of forty-six great
grandchildren; the great-great grandmother of
twenty-eight (2) great grandchildren; the great,
great, great grandmother of two (3) great grand-
children. She’s currently the matriarch of six
living generations. She was an avid bowler who
played in several local bowling leagues for over
fifty years. She worked diligently and retired
from Campbell Soup back in 1988, since then
she’s been living her best life amongst her dear
family, church family and good friends.

God Bless Her Life!!!

U.S. POSTAL STAMP CELEBRATION
FOR MUHAMMAD ALl

e
3

& PHILLIS WHEATLEY

Nt TR
L
.""'";i'-:"_rf',: <

6

Event Sponsored by

- UNITED STATES
F POSTAL SERVICE

; : A5 1 PYERTOT 2 MliissEurs
Supporters: The Sorough of Law-side; Lawnside Hsioriczl Society; Tre New Jersey
Historical Commission; NAAC? Camden Cast Brarch; Cherry Hill African American Civig
Associaticn (CHAACA), Peir'ans, Inc.; Philadeiphia Chapter; Celza Sigma Theta Sorarity,
ne., Kew Jersey Gardan City Alumnae Chapter ans Masjid “reshaven
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MOBILE NOTARY &
FREELANCE

PARALEGAL

| am a dedicated Freelance Paralegal and Certified
Loan Signing Agent committed to providing reliable,
detail-oriented, and confidential legal support services.
With a strong back-ground in legal research, document
preparation, and case management, | assist attorneys,
law firms, and private clients with efficiency and
professionalism.

- _—

Justice Services: Apostille Services

| specialize in providing Apostille certification
services to authenticate the seals and signatures
0 Apostille Facilitator on documents being used abroad.
As a Mobile Notary, | offer convenient and flexible
notarization services at client's homes, offices, or

O Mobile Notarizations

0 Mobile Finger Printing other preferred locations. Whether handling real
estate closings, affidavits, power of attorney
& Legal Support Help forms, or legal filings, | will ensure each document

is executed accurately and in full compliance with
the state laws

Credentials: Contact Me:
» Bonded

+ $100K E&O Insurance D 3856-975-0773

» National Notary Association Trained
« A.B.A Certified Paralegal
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MAY FUNERAL HOME
Owned and Operated by The May Family

Camden,NJ | Pennsauken, NJ | Willingboro, NJ
Sicklerville, NJ | Vineland, NJ

PART TIME FUNERAL ATTENDANTS

As a Funeral Attendant you are responsible for transporting the deceased to

services and burials in a professional and respectful manner. You must be able to lift
a minimum of 100 Ibs and must be available to complete an 8-hour shift. A service

Attendant will be required to assist with funeral and memorial setups and services.

REQUIREMENTS:
-High School Diploma or equivalent
-Able to pass a drug test
-Able to pass Background Check
-Current State Driver’s License with an acceptable driving record
-MUST MAINTAIN APRISTINE APPEARANCEAT ALL TIMES

APPLY NOW

Please Submit
Your Resume via Email:
Info@mayfuneralhomes.com
1-800-255-0494

www.mayfuneralhomes c? :
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Adult Residential Care_, LLC

We Pour Love Into
A Warm Heart

Community Based
Services

Individual Supports
Respite

Development
Job Support

(856) 780-3090
www.njresidentialcare.com




ANOINTED NEWS JOURNAL FEBRUARY 1-14, 2026 PAGE 20

COME

WORSHIP
- WITH US!

Sundays
10:30 A.M.

The tistoric
KAIGHN AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH

CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY

831 S. 9th St.

Camden NJ 08103
WELCOMES

REV. RASHAD CARTWRIGHT
SENIOR PASTOR-ELECT

KaighnAvenueBC.org

e T =

SEY In parmershxp with MAYOR

GARNE’IT W._‘f.-", |ﬂtrOdUCIng the
g 8| o-day HELOC

Fast Cash, Flexible Terms!

HOW IT WORKS

Cur Home Equily Line of Credilt (HELOC) program lels you cecess your home's eguily when you need it
Available for primary, secondary, and investment propertias, this program makes it ecsy 1o leverage your
property’s value. Apply online in minutes, close in as few as S doys, and gain fiexible, clfordable funding
with terms thol fit your lifestyle.

CUSTOMER BENEFITS

« Quick Access to Cash + Flexible Funding

. Get funds fast oy tappng (Mt your home equity - Close Borrow Up to 5400000, with termns F 5. 10,15, or 30 years
in as few as 5 days toilored to your needs
- _— .
- * Lower Rates * Mo Upiront Costs or Frepayment Penallies
g kryoy rates lower than those of persanal loans or credit Enjoy paace of mind with no out-of-pocket avpensas or
' cards, holping you save in tha 'ong run penaltios lor ooy repayment
. . 2) o
3 ‘ « 100% Online Application » Funding for Life's Big Plans

Aoply from the comlort of yaur hema with no need far o Uss your funds for horne renovations, deot

K SGUTH JERSEY WOMEN 5 w ‘, _' bonk visit consolidation, eduzotion, or any othar ma|or expenses.
 EMPOWERMENT EXPERIENCE - .‘ R i

; L ; Awdl;l;nlur Mot allcoed e Bos York o ' ','-.'l, Wigginm
'h ﬂ'—- st e Cradil Chiec . A s0dt 2 5 rates withaut at'ect tr) WO UF BI07E !-'.Jl;. thig O Coplcatan thgs arel pall, ot e nd A st Yo U SO anE.

F ﬁ 1..::I.I‘L mll Alladi BND e vty DO |1'||F |r|r_|"- --_‘II" ‘u" |'I 1 rom Ses I1"~|"|I Jrn"" J|.rI|_'||:'I-'='|r e IJ"'T "I IH‘ a Tl [
_ INSPIRE |/ EMPOWER || CONNECT |/ LEADYS o tbcsoc o SobimoRas s C Ty o
. ; = l,i::u'.-ﬁ'ﬂ-nunti. Harnges irom 25000 to 2400 MCD, with esceptians for & 510,00 mnin e and 11X 1525 000 minimum). Modmum omeun s CISEand OoF
- - ; hivma vorlue e arsuiy

b
MA RC H 2 1 S I I ‘I 0 0 I ,-M - "J ’ p i'-'ll-'l'-""-l'u al IEFUIH.I.HH. Aomrercieal frscee Daks 3 iminules, well Tuid " L g cho i 0B Cor-cRGor S G et Gred opnede fe iy i vs o ':"_'".J‘n.-.iillﬂ TL'-'LJE-::.

: ‘\ '_& = RLAND POINDEXTER COMMUNITY CENTER 5 APPLY ONLINE IN MINUTES! SIMPLY SCAN AND GET STARTED TODAY. )

;ﬁ- B 511 EDWARDS AVE - CHESILHURST NJ 08089 %A g i
$$30 - FOOD & DRINKS PROVIDED. - SENIOR | AN OFFIGFR 1154 201
' XE =@ . 609.876.0342

#b\l'ﬂ"lj #uverﬂnw Fsou s Lic? .. - : = (-] merocetto@alliedmg.com
T . B - e K g A e i3 markcrocetto.alliedmg.com

(%) 1000 Haddanteld Rerlin Road - ALLIED

voorhaes, NJ 08043 " MORTGAGE GROUP
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THE SALVATION ARMY
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JUNE 29 - AUGUST 14, 202

. 71:30AM - 5:30PM

7 WEEKS OF CAMP FOR AGES 5-12
Character-Building classes plus two electives throughout the summer!

All Campers will participate in aquatics, education, art, music &

REGISTRATION OPENS FEBRUARY 16TH

For More Information Vist our Website OR Contact Us
NiKrocKids@use.salvationarmy.org

(856) 379-6508
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i Per Month

The Kroc Center fitness area features 35 pleces of cardio
and weight training equipment with nhn:y of room for
free lifting.

7 Access to all guest Yacilitles during open scheduled hours inchud-
ing: the Aquatic Center with 8-lane competition pool and Water
Park; Fitnocs Contor including fltnacc nqul-prnq_m uﬂfm
welghts Gymnasium.

T NuMSrous free fltness ﬂqﬂﬂﬂhﬂnwhu

v Complimoentary use of athictic cquipment including jump ropes,
yO@a mats ond basketballs, IS

PN,

Fitness
Classes

Parsonal
Training

Parsonal training |& avaliabie by
appointment and fitnoss stoff is
avallable to help you Use the machines

for optimal training performance.

Swimming
Owr B-lang, 25 -yard competition pooi

EIEI_‘.I |
mOre serious svirmimeer/

day. numorous classes arc g
diffetent interests and

856-379-6900

For Maore Information Call:
Camden KrocCenter.org ‘

Tel:
Cell:

Email: Margarita@starsamdc.com
1470 HADDON AVE. CAMDEN, NJ 08103

BanoueT HALL

AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Weddings, Birthdays, Baptisms, Graduations,
Bridal & Baby Showers, Business Meetings,

Private Parties and Much Morel!!!
Repass Services

Fax: 856-203-3582 « Email: Margarita@starsamdc.com

856 203-3548
856-906-0225

Lloyd D. Henderson

Attorney-At-Law

CALL US! BECAUSE NOW YOU HAVE A
FIGHTING CHANCEI]

'Former Assistant County Prosecutor

"'Former Municipal Public Defender

'Former New Jersey State Parole Board Member
'Former Assistant City Attorney

'Former 1st Vice President New Jersey State NAACP
'Former Moorestown, Edgewood & Camden
HighSchool Mathematics Teacher
'Founder/Director — Camden County East
Institute on Race, Religion & Public Policy
'Eagle Scout Special Areas of Concentration:

'Criminal Law - Includes Adult Charges,
Juvenile Charges & Municipal Court
‘Civil Rights — Indudes Discrimination,
Police Excessive Force
"Education Law — Includes Special Education,
'Suspensions, Expulsions, Bullying & Harassment
'Personal Injury — Includes Auto/Truck/Bike
Accidents, Slip & Falls, Wrongful Death
'Legal Counseling — Other Areas

Law Office of

1470 HADDON AVE. | starsradio.fm
CAMDEN, NJ 08103 Live365

LLloyd D. Henderson & Associates
1209 Mariton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08002

New Jersey 08034 / 856-534-0846
LdhendersonAssoc@amail.com
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Ovarian cysts. Fibroids. Heavy, painful periods. Despite multiple
surgeries, she never left home without a just in case bag, knowing
that her body could interrupt her day at any moment.

\ For most of her life, Shannon lived with constant uncertainty.

Then, Shannon met Dr. Minda Green, a Virtua gynecologic
surgeon, and she finally felt heard.

After a robotic-assisted hysterectomy, a minimally invasive
procedure that removed the source of her pain, Shannon was
able to recover faster and return to life without planning

around symptoms.

Today, Shannon is libroid-free and her life looks different—
it finally feels like her own.

‘“At Virtua, I’ve never
felt so cared for in my
life. | feel like | have
my smile back.”

SHANNON AFTER ROBOTIC HYSTERECTOMY

i e

=4 — p— —
= [T Jl. I a .
Visit virtua.org/HereForGood for more FTI LT OCaN 10 see VI r t l I
inspiring stories from our community. St o M M i Here for gOOd.

Judith Diaz

¥ Personal Development Consultant

sayitoutloud’ @gmail.com
Rl 856-520-1209 Notary Public Tnx PHEP
Say It Out Loud Jij LLC G SERVIGE

Empowerment Begins With Me! 4 ' Get Your Taxes Done with
Ease! Need help with your
| taxes? Let our experts

L handle it for you.

v

INCOME BELOW FINANCIAL
T L $70,000 CERTIFIED LITERACY

I 2 S 1 Don't wait until the Contact Us:

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT last minute. Schedule 751 Kaighn Ave,

your appointment Camden, NJ
SCAN QR CODE TO VIEW AVAILABILITES today! = +856-246-1028

888-445-0036 | info@Camdend4Rent.com

Empoderamiento Empieza Conmigo!
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NJDOC to Launch
Groundbreaking Reentry Initia-
tive for Incarcerated Veterans at

Ceremonial Signing

Strategic partnership expands specialized reen-
try services to reduce barriers to employment
and housing for justice-involved veterans.

EWING, NJ - On Wednesday, January 28, the New Jer-

sey Department of Corrections (NJDOC) held a ceremonial
signing to launch a vital new initiative designed to enhance
and streamline reentry services for incarcerated veterans.

“This initiative honors our commitment to those who have
served by ensuring they receive the community services nec-
essary to reenter civilian life.” said Acting Commissioner
Victoria L. Kuhn, Esq. “By partnering with NJRC and
EHCA, we are providing veterans with a specialized pathway
to success—combining legal advocacy, healthcare, and ca-
reer support to break the cycle of recidivism and strengthen
public safety.”

In a strategic partnership with the New Jersey Reentry Cor-
poration (NJRC) and Education and Health Centers of Amer-
ica (EHCA), the NJDOC 1s establishing a "continuum of
care" that begins during incarceration and follows veterans
directly into the community. This collaborative framework
1s designed to bridge the often-difficult gap between release
and stable reintegration by providing a comprehensive
"wraparound" model. Key features of the program include
immediate veteran status verification, direct enrollment in el-
igible state and federal benefits, and the seamless coordina-
tion of medical, mental health, and substance use treatment.

“Our commitment to supporting Garden State Veterans does
not end at the courthouse steps,” said Vincent Solomeno, Act-
ing Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Veterans
Affairs. “Working together, we can ensure that veterans reen-
ter their communities with a clear path to accessing benefits,
programs, and services. Through deliberate and coordinated
action, we are collectively working to reduce recidivism and
support rehabilitation.”

The initiative addresses the unique challenges faced by jus-
tice-involved veterans, offering individualized case manage-
ment, legal aid to overcome employment barriers, and direct
housing referrals to ensure stability post-release.

“I am grateful to Governor Mikie Sherrill for her strong com-
mitment to New Jersey’s veterans, and to Acting Commis-
sioner Victoria Kuhn for her leadership in making this
partnership possible,” said James McGreevey

Executive Director and Chairman of the New Jersey Reentry
Corporation. “This MOU ensures that veterans returning
home, regardless of discharge status, are connected to the
treatment, services, and opportunities they need to rebuild
thetr lives with dignity and stability.”

"EHCA has proudly served more than 700 NJDOC incarcer-
ated veterans over the past seven years and we look forward
to continuing that work in all state institutions, halfway
houses and in the community post-incarceration. EHCA of-
fers services such as, documentation, veterans affairs refer-
rals, housing assistance, transportation, food, clothing and
other essentials, to every identified incarcerated and formerly
incarcerated veteran throughout the State,” said Steve John-
son, CEO of EHCA.

About New Jersey Department of
Corrections (NJDOC)

The mission of NJDOC is to advance public safety and pro-
mote successful reintegration in a dignified, safe, secure, re-
habilitative, and gender-informed environment, supported by
a professional, tramed. and diverse workforce, enhanced by
community engagement. For more information, visit:
NJIDOC.gov.
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WHAT’S ON THE MENU?

I = . = -
N’ Fish - Whiting Fish

V_ Fried Chicken

- :
N’ | Fried Shrimp

INCLUDES FRENCH FRIES AND YOUR '
CHOICE OF COLESLAW OR PASTA SALAD \

ALL TICKETS WILL BE $20.00

WHEN: FEBERUARY 21, 2025

TIME: TOOPM - 5:00 PM

WHERE: CAMDEN DEMOCRAT LOUNGE
1009 FERRY AVE

CAMDEN, NJ, 08104

GET TICKETS NOW

Contact Us
+856-916-1728
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We are passionate about our mission to do more and to do better
through innovative value creation. No matter where we come from,
we're here to put our efforts toward building a smarter, more
sustainable world.
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