


UTDB Class of 1960...

After a Distinguished Career, Sal Salazar Now Uses
His Dental Skills fo Build Intricate Model Ships

' m ] - Cervando “Sal™ Salazar, DDS/MS, has alway
- 2 been recognized for being precise, meticulous, and me
thodical. Even at 90 years old, he still addresses life an
projects with a studious approach. Nowadays the retir
ee routinely wears his magnifying glasses and uses hi
orthodontic instruments to carcfully construct minut
details on model ships in his private collection. Indeed
many of the projects take more than a year to create.

A quiet, thoughtful man, Dr. Salazar reflects on th
depth and scope of his hobby. “As a boy. | would buil
model airplanes. Now that I'm retired and my wife ha
passed, | have a lot of free time. The ship models an
so much larger and require -

- tremendous  focus, I'll
sometimes work until my hands are tired. 1'd really like to build a Titanic model
next.”

The middle of six children, Dr. Salazar was born in San Antonio, Texas, to
Mexican immigrants, a bus driver and a homemaker. He was determined from an
carly age to attend college in spite of financial and cultural obstacles. As a teen,
he forged an agreement with a friend to drive him outside of his neighborhood -}
to Jefferson High School, where he pursued an academically rigorous curricu-
lum. Upon graduation, he earned money unloading cargo at the Piggly Wiggly
and started classes at San Antonio College. In 1950,
while the Korean Conflict developed. he enlisted in
the U.S. Air Force. He was stationed in Illinois, where
he learned pharmacy technician skills. He was then
deployed to Japan for two years of service in the phar-
macy of a large tanker.

After completing his service in 1954, Dr. Sala-
zar attended St. Mary’s University with the desire to
enter dental school. To help pay for his education, he
unloaded trucks at Brown Express. Just shy of three
credits from obtaining a chemistry degree, he was
accepted into the University of Texas Dental Branch
(UTDB) in 1956. He moved to Houston and was soon joined by his young wife, Dolores, and their first child
He worked evenings and weekends as a lab technician at St. Joseph's Hospital, and Dolores worked at Macy's.
Dolores™ father then gifted the couple a used car, citing the proverb, “Gold and money can go away, but a good
education can never decay.”

“My good friend, Dr. Frank Santos, who also lives now in San Antonio and attended UTSD, drove with
me to take our boards,” reminisces Dr. Salazar. “We were so spoiled in the new, air-conditioned school in
Houston. The Baylor facility in Dallas didn’t have that luxury. We were worried that our wax teeth impressions
would melt in the heat!™

Dr. Salazar graduated from UTDB in 1960. Now with two children, he and Dolores took to Refugio, Texas,
where he tried unsuccessfully to start a dental practice. With loans and the financial needs of a erowine familv




Endowment Fund Scholarships Awarded

Congratulations to the recepients of the UTSD Alumni Association Endowment Fund Scholor-
ships for first-year dental students: Hoya Alani, Alllison Doy, Nour Hilol, Emma Pickup, Sarah
0'Connor, Jeffrey Orchard, Shreyas Suresh, and Cara Zou.

Dr. Salazar contined
he decided to re-enter the Air Force, serving as a military dentist in Cali-
fornia, the Aleutian Islands, and then back again to California at Hamilton
Air Force Base in Novato. He ascended through the ranks, eventually
becoming a colonel. And, while he enjoyed his role, he again was called
to dentistry, this time specifically to orthodontic practice. Now with four
children in tow; Dr. Salazar and Delores once again returned to Houston
in 1968, fully determined and aware of the sacrifices necessary to turn this
dream into reality. In 1970, the dream was fulfilled. Dr. Salazar, the only
Hispanic in his class, became one of Texas” first Hispanic orthodontists.

That year, Dr. Salazar started practicing orthodontics in an office near
San Antonio’s Lackland Air Force Base. He continued his work until his
retirement in 2011 and | ;
tended to Dolores who
had taken ill before she
passed.

The soft-spoken
Dr. Salazar has inspired
younger gencrations of
family and friends to
aitain college degrees
and pursue medical vo-
cations. Because of his
influence, there are rela-
tives with careers in dentistry, geriatrics, and family medicine. “Any time
I can, I push the value of education,” he says. “If | can make a difference
in the life of a young person, | consider myself lucky.”

From correcting and improving patients’ teeth to encouraging youth
to achieve lofty goals to creating replicas of omate shipping vessels, Dr.
Salazar certainly leaves a broad legacy in his wake.
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In Memoriam
1946
William L. Glenn, Jr.
/4
James Quincy Barnes
1963
James F. Fairleigh, 1l '

1964
Noel W. Giesecke

1968

1973

James Q. Barnes Il
Jack E. Burroughs

1985
Billy L. Powell, Jr.

1995
Blake G. Sinclair
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