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As we turn another page in Geneseo’s story, we
want to pause and say thank you — to our
readers, our advertisers, and every community
partner who continues to make The Current
possible. Every page of this magazine reflects
you: your businesses, your nonprofits, your
events, your people.

We’ve heard your calls for a local newspaper,
and while that isn’t something our team can
take on, we’re proud of what The Current Scene
has become — a publication that now reaches
every home and business in Geneseo, four times
a year, celebrating the people and places that
make this community shine.

Our mission remains simple: to celebrate what’s
good, support what’s local, and strengthen the
ties that make Geneseo feel like home. When
you shop with the businesses and support the
nonprofits featured here, you help keep local
stories alive.

From all of us at The Current, thank you for

reading, for sharing, and for being part of a
community that still believes local matters.
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rates 60 Years of

Plumbing, Perserverance, and Pride

In 1965, a young and energetic farm boy from
Geneseo took a leap of faith—and unknowingly
set the foundation for what would become one of
the region’s most trusted family-owned businesses.
Today, Wirth, Inc. celebrates its 60th anniversary, a
milestone that not only honors six decades of
plumbing expertise but also the evolution of the
company into a full-service provider for plumbing,
heating, cooling, HVAC, and geothermal needs. It's
a legacy built on service, family, and community.

Ray Wirth, approaching 90 in February, still
remembers his start like it was yesterday. “I didn't
know what | wanted to do after high school,” he
says. “College wasn't for me, but | knew | wanted
to work.” That work ethic led him from baling hay
on his family’s farm to a plumbing apprenticeship
with Vandemore Plumbing and Heating at just 17
years old.

After more than a decade learning the trade,
Ray co-founded Becker & Wirth in 1965,
eventually rebranding it intfo what is now Wirth,
Inc.—a business that would steadily grow from
plumbing roots into the heating and HVAC
fields as customer needs expanded.

Building a Business, Building a Town

Wirth's first major project—an expansion of Central
Bank in the late '60s—was both a challenge and a
turning point. “It was a big deal for us,” he recalls.
“But we figured it out. We had good people, and
we made it happen.” From that point on, the
company grew steadily, known not just for
plumbing but for its people-first philosophy.

That commitment extended to employees, many of
whom joined through the local high school's co-op




program and stayed for decades. “One employee- Randy
Rasmussen- stayed with us for 48 and a half years,” Ray
says with pride. “We paid them well, treated them right,
and in return, they helped us build something lasting.”

In 1979, needing more space, Wirth bought and remodeled
the former Lee Lumberyard on Exchange Street—now a
familiar landmark for longtime residents. Even the
economic downturns of the early ‘80s didn’t slow him
down. Ray kept his team employed by flipping houses in
the winter, sometimes selling those very homes to his own
workers.

“Work with your hands and

your brain — that’s how you
build a life you’re proud of.”

A Family Business in Every Sense

Wirth, Inc. has always been more than just a business—it's
a family legacy. All five of Ray's children have worked for
the company at some point, with four still involved today.
Sons Cory, Jason, and Ki now lead the day-to-day
operations, while daughter Wendy handles office work.
Daughter Jodi retired after 32 years of bookkeeping.
“They've taken what | started and made it grow,” Ray says.
“And they're not driving Mercedes. They're driving fo job
sites, getting dirty, doing the work.”

Ray's late wife Judy, who passed away in 2004, played a
critical role in the company’s early years—raising the kids
and stepping in whenever needed. One of Ray’s fondest
memories is of her loading the kids into the car and
making a run to the Quad Cities to pick up parts for a job.
“I'd give her money for McDonald's,” he says with a laugh.
“That was the treat. That's just what we did. Everyone

pitched in.”

|



A Culture of Craft and Community

From emergency night calls to decades-long
relationships with customers, Wirth, Inc. built its
name on service and integrity. Ray recalls one
story in particular—a hot July night when he got a
well pump running so a local farmer’s hogs could
drink water. “That customer never forgot,” Ray
says. “He told a contractor years later he'd only

build his house if we did the plumbing.”

Even today, the next generation continues to
uphold that legacy. Cory handles time books and
works in the field. Jason manages crews and
heads out to job sites. Ki bids large-scale jobs and
oversees major projects. Wendy keeps the
administrative side running smoothly.

The company has also remained involved in the
high school co-op program that gave so many
workers their start. “We've had great luck with co-
“They didn't all stay in
plumbing, but they learned how to work. That's
important.”

op students,” Ray says.
He credits much of that success to his
friend Ted McAvoy, whose steady commitment to
bringing both boys and girls into the program
helped create the strong pipeline of young
workers the business still relies on today.

Looking Forward

Today, Wirth, Inc.
employees and a fleet of forty trucks, serving the
community with a full range of plumbing, heating,

has grown to forty-seven

cooling, HVAC,
evolution from a single-truck plumbing operation
to a comprehensive mechanical contractor is a

and geothermal services. The

point of pride—and a testament to Ray's “work
hard, treat people right” philosophy.

When asked about the future, Ray's hope is simple:
that the company continues—maybe even as an
employee-owned operation someday. “That would
“Let the people who

be the dream,” he says.

helped build it keep it going.”

Now retired, Ray still drops by to help, share
stories, and check in. “I didn't do anything anyone
else couldn't do,” he says humbly. “I just worked
hard, treated people right, and never stopped
moving.”

| want to thank the people of this area
—and the surrounding towns—for their
confidence in us. For trusting us with
their homes, their businesses, and their
families' needs.

They stuck with us. Some folks could’ve
gone somewhere else for a cheaper
water heater, but they said, 'No, I'm
calling Ray Wirth.! And that loyalty?
That's meant everything to me and my
family.

Ray Wirth & Family

IRTH, INC.
MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS

PLUMBING ¢ HEATING e COOLING ® GEOTHERMAL
133 E. EXCHANGE ST., GENESEDO, IL 61254
(309) 944-4612 www.wirthinc.com




Internet at the Speed of Light

Register today!
View our Fiber Area Coverage Map at

fibermefast.com |
HANFORD
_ |] INSURANCE

A 'FFQS,’I 3ear.

Tl’le Same "THS"’Qd SUPPOI"'/'.

Powered by

ene.seo Personal - Business - Farm

Visit us anytime at hanfordinsurance.com
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

WEDDING VENUE

Geneseo’s Hidden Gem
for Weddings and Events

Opened in 2022, Shadow Lake Wedding Venue was
created to bring a high-quality, full-service event
space to rural Geneseo. Once a campground, the
property has been transformed into a scenic
lakeside destination that blends natural beauty
with elegant simplicity.

Owned and operated by seven local couples, the
venue was built with a shared vision — to create a
beautiful space for both couples and the
community to enjoy.

Nestled on 144 acres just north of Geneseo,
Shadow Lake offers mature trees, abundant
wildlife, and a stunning 90-acre lake as the
backdrop for unforgettable celebrations. Guests
enjoy a lakeside ceremony site, a spacious 275-
guest tent with bar service, and wide-open views
from every angle. The property is fully accessible,
non-smoking, and thoughtfully designed for
comfort.

Whether you're planning an intimate ceremony or
a grand event under the stars, Shadow Lake
combines timeless elegance, community spirit,
and natural charm — right here in Geneseo.

309-944-7188
SHADOWLAKEVENUE.COM
27340 E1350™ ST, GENESEO, IL
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The Geneseo Current is your go-to
source for local news, sports, ’ Local Headlines isisitias

lifestyle features, and community ’ HS & MS Sports
happenings—all in one place.

’ Local Events S

Our Current Weekly email ’ Seasonal Sections

newsletter is delivered every ’ Sales & Promotions

Friday before noon, keeping you ’ T Celabratinne
up to date and ready for the

weekend.
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Signing up is quick and easy: just

scan the QR code and complete
the short form to start receiving

The Current straight to your inbox.




Fighting Childhood

Cancer, Here in Genesco

How one local family turned loss into hope-- and created a
lasting legacy for children battling cancer.

_?a;qr;';:'

In 2019, Matt and Jeanna Francis launched the “We can't Change

Brantley Francis Foundation in Geneseo with one

clear mission: to honor the memory of their son by everg d|agﬂ03|3“ but

supporting pediatric cancer patients and their we can make sure no
familieé. What began as one family’s fri?ufe.has child F|ght3 alone.”
grown into a movement of hope — helping kids

fight, families rest, and the community give back.

The Mission: To positively influence
., Ppediatric cancer patients and their families.




Featured Non-Profit

FOUNDRATION

Support Bags Community Community
for Kids Events Support
Comfort items, toys, Local fundraisers like Funding patient rooms
and gift cards to the annual golf outing and research to uplift
support children and & community picnic kids and their families
families going through bring families together
treatment and raise awareness
Get Involved
“Ne &

Donate: Visit the website or scan the QR code
Volunteer: info@brantleyfrancisfoundation.org
Sponsor an Event: brantleyfrancisfoundation.org

Follow us on
Facebook & Instagram
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Public Interest Project Update:

Enhancing Geneseo’s Infrastructure and Community

The City of Geneseo saw a productive 2025,
with major progress on replacing early-20th-
century infrastructure. The first phase of the N.
State Street Project (Park to Wells) was
completed in Fall 2025, and phase two (Wells to
Ogden) begins in early Spring 2026. This work
includes full replacement of water, sewer, and
storm systems, along with new streets, sidewalks,
and decorative lighting from Park Street to
Ogden Avenue.

Additional water service improvements occurred
on Orange Street, Chicago Street, and Olivia
Drive. The city's fifth water well is expected to
go into service this Spring on the north side of
town, and a test well is scheduled in budget
year 2026 to begin developing a deep well for
the south end.

Thanks to support from the Miller Foundation, the
Geneseo Foundation, and local student and Girl
Scout Hannah McGee, a new performance
stage was completed in Richmond Hill Park in
October. The City Council is continuing efforts
to construct a pedestrian bridge over the
Geneseo Creek at State & Oakwood to improve
pedestrian safety.

Investments through the Downtown TIF Fagade
Grant Fund were made to multiple businesses in

our Historic District to support the rehabilitation
of these historic structures and the occupying
businesses that call the Historic District home.
Additionally, in May of 2025, Geneseo Electric
was awarded the “Excellence in Reliability”
award in Springfield, IL.

Looking ahead to 2026, the city's priority
remains updating critical infrastructure. The
north water tower will be rehabilitated and
repainted; plans are underway for a phosphorus
removal system at the wastewater treatment
plant to meet EPA requirements by 2030; and
Geneseo Electric will continue distribution and
power plant upgrades while undergoing an
independent planning review to guide the next
decade of improvements. The police department
will complete upgrades to the shooting range,
making it a certified law enforcement training
facility. Pedestrian infrastructure improvements
continue with planned sidewalk installation on
the east side of Chicago Street between
Exchange Street and Wells.

The City of Geneseo remains committed to
improving infrastructure, com munity spaces and
quality of life for residents and visitors. For

additional information, please give me a call at
309-944-6419.

Brandon Maeglin, Geneseo City Administrator



AN
— iCHMONDHILL~
PLAYERS

Enjoy live theater on our unique in-the-round
stage at the Barn on the Bluff in
Richmond Hill Park, Geneseo

2026 Season

Charitable Sisterhood , ... ...
= Second Trinity Apf::ka}f 9
s Victory Church

June 4-7 & 11-14 THE -
Directed by
AINMAKER

stic comedy by N. RICHARD NASH

haaven July 9-12 & 16-19

Directed by

ﬂ e 1 me Dana Skiles

comepy 8Y JOE L SIMONELLI

¢
Aug 20-23 & 27-30 ¢ CM’ b

Prasi-ag==.i8 ﬁ at the Lapin Agile

s o STEVE MARTIN

00000600060
0000006080 Oct 1-4 & 8-11
) Directed by
a Drama by Tom Morrow

DONALD MARGUILES
wQLD-FASHIONED
Nov 12-154 19-22 2
Directed by ‘?\g{" ﬁ%#‘{%{
Jonathan Grafft !
o Comedy by Joe DiPietre

For reservations, season passes or more info:
www.rhplayers.com « (309)944-2244
Follow us on Facebook!

Your Picture Perfect Moments
deserve Just that..

MAKE YOUR

MOMENTS
PICTURE PERFECT

with

VISIT THE AREA'S A STYLE you'll LOVE
LARGEST A FIT you deserve!

SHOWROOM & SERVICE you'll
of SUITS & TUXES come to expect!

to RENT or BUY plus.

e
BETTENDORF, IA 4 corputs e eroerTa
\ | - ,l

www.momentstuxshop.com

AUDITIONS
For the first 3 shows of Richmond Hill Players
2026 season will be held:
Saturday, Feb 14 & Sunday, Feb15
1-3 pm, both days

You only need to attend ONE session!
No experience is required!
You may be exactly who we’re looking for!

More information coming soon. For the latest updates, visit

our website at rhplayers.com and sign up for emails.
\ And follow us on Facebook! j




Health &

gellness

DiscoVer. Recharge
Thrive.

Explore
Resources for:

* holistic healing

* nutrition & lifestyle
Saturday, 28 Feb 2026 « exercise/ fitness

10am - 2pm » mental health

* family medicine &

Geneseo Park primary care
District .
: * physical therapy

Gymnasium

* preventative care &
@ Open to the public screenings

FR E E « women's health

(zeneseo
C URRENT




From Start to Finish, Floor to Ceiling!
Project Management and FREE in-home consultations
available.

Steps to planning your next
remodel project:

b .

=T 1.) Schedule an in-home consultation and
site measure by calling our office

ilh_‘__ 2.) Product Selection Showroom meeting ST

p— _r'.
estimate e

5.) Schedule a contract signing!

SEf
3.) Receive a custom design and Project ""I"“Hl
n' '

It’s a NEW YEAR and its time to start ————
planning your NEXT project!

ACTIVE ADULT &SENIOR e,
PROGRAMS

MONDAYS WEDNESDAYS THURSDAYS FRIDAYS SUNDAYS

KITCHEN BAND WALKING CLUB JAVA & JIVE BINGO GAMES DANCE

1:00 - 3:00 pm 9:30-10:30 am 8:00 - 9:00 am 1:00 - 2:30 pm 9:00 am - Noon 4:00 - 6:30 pm

WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY MONTHLY MON THLY

1" & 3" Thursdays 2* Sunday of the month

MOVIE MATINEE EXERCISE CLASS CARDS WITH FRIENDS
1:00 pm at Central Theater 9:00 - 10:00 am 1:00 pm WATER FITNESS CLASSES
WEEKLY MONTHLY
s B A e 2* & 4™ Thursdays A VARIETY OF CLASSES ARE OFFERED SEASONALLY
F, wednesday of the month

MOMNTHLY

LUNCHEON & SEMINAR
Noon - 1:00 pm

MONTHLY

o — See the current Activity Guide for class detanls
[B] RSN
Scan the QR Code for the
Active Adult & Senior Calendar

!

2™ Thursday of the month

These FREE Active Adults/Senior Programs are sponsored by the
GENESEO PARK DISTRICT FOUNDATION # RN

A COMPLETE CALENDAR OF EVENTS EACH MONTH CAN BE FOUND AT THE ” PARK DISTRICT
CENTER OR ONLINE AT GENESEOPARKDISTRICT.ORG/ACTIVE-ADULT
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FARMERS NATIONAL BANK

EXPERT WEALTH
MANAGEMENT
SERVICES

We offer personalized wealth management

services designed to help you build,

preserve, and grow your wealth for

generations to come.

Nicholas Emmerson
CTFA/Trust Officer

Financial Planning Services (309) 944-0580

TFUSl & ESlale www.farmersnationalbank. bank
Administration Services

Retirement Planning

Farm Management

¢: Not insured by the FDIC or any Federal Government Agency. Not a Deposit or other Obligation of

¢. Subject to Investment Risks, including possible loss of the Principal Amount Invested

LAROMA'S

PIZZN BY THE SLICE!

MONDAY - FRIDAY
FROM 11 AM - 1PM

SERVING PEPPERONI & SAUSAGE
WE’RE $2.50 A SLICE!

HIRING

SCAN OR CODE 4 = FOR OPEN POSITIONS

::ézgl.l::e WY A

springfield-armory.com/careers/

oy
pR
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There's something about January that makes
everything feel both brand new and strangely
familiar. The calendar resets, the world exhales,
and we all start scribbling plans for the person we
think we're supposed to become. We vow to be
more — more organized, more grateful, more
intentional, more productive. But in that rush
toward “better,” we forget how exhausting it is to
constantly rebuild ourselves from scratch.

Every year, we talk about “fresh starts,” but maybe
the start of a new year isn't about reinventing —
maybe it's about remembering. Remembering
what mattered before life got loud. Remembering
who we were before we started comparing
ourselves to everyone else. Remembering that
growth doesn't always look like movement.
Sometimes it looks like stillness, like standing your
ground in the middle of uncertainty and saying: I'm

still here.

This year, instead of chasing the illusion of
perfection, what it we chose gentleness? What if
we looked at our goals as guidelines, not
guarantees — as invitations to grow rather than
demands to improve? There's power in wanting

bCg

Gently.

in Again,

66
[ e ‘
WWJMW&MW

| bind] To-Thes person you alreacly are.

99

more for yourself, yes. But there's also power in

resting, forgiving, and letting yourself exist without
apology.

You don't have to have it all figured out by January
Ist. You don't have to fix everything you wish were
different. You're allowed to carry some of last
year's mess into this one — because life doesn't
pause for clean ftransitions. Change happens
quietly, in the small ways: the decision to try again,
the effort to show up, the kindness you extend to
yourself when no one’s watching.

So this year, be bold enough to set goals — and
gentle enough to release them when they stop
serving you. Measure progress not in perfect
habits but in how often you choose hope over
fear, calm over chaos, forgiveness over guilt.
Maybe the point isn't to start over at all — maybe
it's just to start honestly.

Here's to showing up as you are — hopetul, tired,
uncertain, and still trying. That's enough. It always

has been.
117/



Winter Smart, simple tips
Safety to keep your home,

car, and family

Simpliﬁed protected.

Test smoke and carbon monoxide detectors monthly.

Change furnace filters and clear vents of dust or debris.

Keep a three-day supply of food, water, and medication on-
hand.

Never use an oven or grill for heat.

Mark your home’s exterior gas shutoff and main water valve in
case of emergency.

Keep a half tank of gas at all times.
e Pack an emergency kit with a blanket, flashlight, jumper cables,
and snacks.
Check tire pressure weekly.
Replace worn wiper blades and fill up on washer fluid.
Brush snow off your roof and headlights before driving.

Dress in layers — moisture-wicking base, insulating middle,

FO R T H E windproof outer.

e Add reflective gear for evening walks or runs.
FA M I LY Take smaller steps on ice, and sprinkle salt or sand on slick
driveways.

e Charge phones, flashlights, and battery packs in advance of

I N CAS E adverse weather.

e Keep a list of emergency contacts written down —not justin ~ EESEE

i i OF your phone.

sl s 0 UTAG E e Unplug electronics when power goes out to avoid surges when | = g
' power returns. ;

- = =. g g Y
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15 Area Vendors - Tours Available

FEBRUARY 7 - 10AM-1PM
CENTRAL SCHOOLHOUSE
GENESEO
$10 at the door

Hosted by The Geneseo Current

VAN D EMO RE Valentine’s Sale

FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATORY valid through Feb 15
Honoring Memories & Celebrating Lives
14 Red Light 10% Off All
Sessions — $250 Supplements

www.vandemorefuneralhome.com

Vandemore

PET CREMATION SERVICES

(309) 944-1498 Heal inflammation « Boost energy «

Support winter wellness
580 EAST OGDEN AVENUE P
GENESEO, IL 61 254 www.geneseowellness.com « 309-507-8092

804 S. Oakwood Ave., Geneseo
WWW.VANDEMOREPETCREMATIONS.COM



g 1’ i [ b

NEW YEAR
New Insurance Eligibility

Schedule exams for your family and update glasses,

sunglasses or contacts in our optical department.

(309) 944-8888
ESAEYECARE.COM

Eye Surgeons Associates
™ Medical * Surgical » Optical

Providing Your Best Vision For Life

neseo
“EURRENT

Your
Business 75
Belongs 5, 5
Here. 5

Email The Current for
more information

IRTH, INC.
MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS

PLUMBING « HEATING « COOLING - GEOTHERMAL

» Plumbing Installation & Repair
» Heating & Cooling Service &
Replacement
» Water Heaters & Boilers
» Water Softeners & Filtration
» Sewer & Drain Cleaning
» Backflow Certification & Excavation

309-944-4612
wirthinc.com
133 E. Exchange St., Geneseo
Fully Insured « License #055-011480

Proudly Serving Residential &
Commercial Customers Since 1965

N

NaturaleOrganiceSpecialty sHealthful

Geneseo’s Healthy Market

Organic produce
Vitamins, Homeopathics, CBD
Meat, eggs, seafood
Gluten-free/ Dairy-free/ Vegetarian
REAL FOOD and really great prices

Seniors 62+ Save 10% on Wednesdays
Snap EBT Customers Welcome

www.noshgeneseo.com

804 S. Oakwood Ave, Geneseo




Hidden History: Myron McHenry
Geneseo’s Wizard of the Homestretch

Based on research by Steve KastorfT, featured in the #zd0er #listory series

One of America’s greatest harness racers got his start
right here in Geneseo. Myron McHenry, born in 1856
near the lost town of Pink Prairie, grew up on a Henry
County farm and leamned to race by challenging
neighbors with his father's workhorses. His first official
race was four chaotic laps around Galva's town square.

By 1881, McHenry was competing at Geneseo's original
racetrack, earning his first win and quickly becoming a
name across northern lllinois. He soon joined the Grand
Circuit, racing in major cities from Cleveland to New

York.

Ignoring his father's doubts, McHenry took a small-town
mare named Mabel A east—and shocked elite
competitors. By the early 1890s, he ranked among the
nation’s top five harness drivers. At Chicago's 1893
World's Fair, after a dramatic come-from-behind
victory, his once-skeptical father stood in the
grandstand shouting, “That’s my son!”

Dubbed “The Wizard of the Homestretch,” McHenry
became known for his thrilling late-race charges. He
was the first driver to breed, train, and drive a winner in
one of Kentucky's major races and later trained the
legendary Dan Patch.

McHenry raced until illness brought him home to
Geneseo, where he died in 1911 at age 55. In 1958, he
entered the Harness Racing Hall of Fame—a hometown
hero who rose from dusty county tracks to national
fame.

Image from Harness Racing Musuem & Hall of Fame

Image from Find a Grave Memorial Site

21



We service a
60-MILE
RADIUS from
the Quad

~ Cities

and more
AFFORDABLE wax

is only a Few e
Miles away MISS'SS
L w— CREMATION & DIRECT BURIAL — |
ALL-INELUSIMED! R EGIVCREMATIONIN S 1 3

DIRECT BURIAL W/GRAVESI,DE-SERVI

a Simpler way!

A Simpler, More Affordable Way: Leave Memories, Not Funeral Debt

At Mississippi Valley Cremation & Direct Burial, our mission is simple: provide families in the Quad
Cities with a dignified, transparent, and affordable alternative to traditional funeral homes. We believe
that honoring a loved one should ease a family’s heart, not create long-term financial strain. That's why
we offer all-inclusive pricing, no upselling, no hidden fees, and the lowest cost options in the area.

Transparent Pricing You Can Trust
We proudly offer two of the area’s most affordable end-of-life options:

« All-Inclusive Direct Cremation - $1,095

« Direct Burial with Graveside Service —~ $2,495 *includes casket & taxes, too.
These prices include everything needed — transportation within 60 miles, professional care, required
permits, cremation or burial essentials, and taxes. What we quote is what you pay. Families never have
to worry about surprise charges or pressured add-ons. This commitment to clarity and honesty is what
sets us apart.

A Simple Process During a Difficult Time

Just like preplanning, we believe simplicity is one of the greatest gifts you can give your family. Our
streamlined approach allows families to complete arrangements online or by phone, eliminating
lengthy appointments or overwhelming decisions. We provide clear guidance, compassionate support,
and a straightforward process from start to finish.

Honoring Every Life With Dignity

Affordability does not mean sacrificing care. Every family we serve receives the same level of respect
regardless of budget, preferences, culture, or religion. Our goal is to remove stress, not meaning. By
choosing direct cremation or direct burial, families can focus on celebrating life, sharing stories, and
remembering what truly matters.

Serving the Quad Cities and Surrounding Communities With Care
Located in Moline, we proudly serve families within a 60-mile radius of the Quad Cities. Whether
planning ahead or facing an immediate need, we offer a simpler, kinder option that puts people first.

Choose a Simpler Way
Your loved one deserves to be remembered with peace and dignity, not bills and financial worry. At
Mississippi Valley Cremation & Direct Burial, we help families leave memories, not funeral debt.

7 www.mvcremation.com Mississippi Valley Cremation and Direct Burial makes it SIMPLE.
R Call us today at 309-798-9798 or visit us at 1811 15th St. Place, Moline, IL 61265 to learn more.
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+ Health and Safety programs - prom

* Member Benefits - saving you money at over

309.944.2166

Pick up all of your medications
on the same day each month
with our Med Sync Program!

» Scholarships - awarding over $50

CONTACT HENRY COUNTY

Now offering FREE FARM BUREAU AT:
in-town delivery on Phone:

Tuesday and Friday! (309) 937-2411

Hours:

Monday - Friday,

8:30a.m. - 4:00p.m.
114 S State St, Geneseo, IL 61254

SENIOR &

ACTIVE
LIVING
EXPO

Empowering Seniors.
Supporting Families.

A community event designed to connect seniors, their
families, and caregivers with local businesses and
resources that support aging well.

23




A FLIGHT TO REMEMBER

Lt. Col. Roy ‘Tony’ Simon’s
Journey of Service and Honor

by Claudia Loucks
adapted for publication

For those who know Roy “Tony” Simon,
patriotism isn’t just a word — it’s a way
of life. The Geneseo Air Force veteran has
dedicated his life to service, so when the
opportunity arose to take part in an
Honor Flight to Washington, D.C., he
knew it was something special.

Lt. Col. Simon, a career Air Force pilot
and Vietnam veteran, joined Honor
Flight #52 on April 12, 2022, alongside
roughly 80 fellow veterans and an equal
number of volunteer guardians. The one-
day trip, departing from the Quad City
International Airport, brought veterans
to the nation’s capital to visit memorials
built in their honor.

“The whole experience was remarkable,”
Simon said. “From the moment we left to
the moment we returned, people showed
us such incredible support. There were
crowds cheering at both airports —
people who didn’t even know us,
clapping, waving flags, singing patriotic
songs. It brought tears to my eyes.”

The Honor Flight program covers the full
cost for veterans, while guardians—
volunteers who assist throughout the
day—pay their own way. The remainder
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TUDE AND RESPECT AND A SPECI 3]
ST HONORED MEMORIAL OF AMERICAN HEROQES

Lt. Col. Roy (Tony) Simon, photographed at the Vietnam
Memorial in Geneseo City Park, wearing the jacket and
cap from his Honor Flight. (Photo by Claudia Loucks)

of the trip is funded by community
organizations; in Simon’s case, the Back
Road Music Festival in Galva helped
make Flight #52 possible.

Making the journey even more
meaningful, Simon’s son, Tony ]Jr.,
traveled from San Antonio, Texas, to
serve as his father’s guardian. When
another veteran arrived without one,
Tony Jr. immediately volunteered to
help. “I was so proud of him for doing
the right thing,” Simon said.



The day was filled with visits to the
nation’s memorials and cemeteries — a
powerful reminder of sacrifice and
gratitude. “Every part of the day was a
highlight,” Simon recalled. “It’s an
experience I'll never forget.”

Simon’s life of service began humbly.
Before enlisting, he had never even flown
in an airplane. Accepted into the Air
Force Aviation Cadet program, he earned
his pilot wings in 1956 and spent more
than two decades flying missions across
the globe — from Greenland to Africa to
Southeast Asia. During the Vietnam War,
Simon  volunteered for special
operations, flying 120 night combat
missions in heavily armed gunships.

“We would not be free
without the sacrifice of
our veterans. We can
never forget what
they’ve done.”

— Lt. Col. Tony Simon

Over the years, he logged more than
10,000 flight hours and earned
numerous commendations, including
the Distinguished Flying Cross and the
Air Medal with five oak leaf clusters. He
retired as a lieutenant colonel in 1978.
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Simon'’s son, Tony Jr., served as his guardian
on the Honor Flight from the Quad Cities to
Washington, D.C. (Photo by Claudia Loucks)

Today, Simon still displays the same
deep pride that guided his career. “I love
my country and the flag that represents
it,” he said. “We would not be free
without the sacrifice of our veterans. We
can never forget what they’ve done.”

Reflecting on his Honor Flight, Simon
said it reaffirmed his faith in the
American spirit. “It reminded me that
most Americans are thankful for what
our veterans represent,” he said. “If
you’re a veteran, go. Don’t hesitate. It’s
an experience that will stay with you
forever.”
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Things to
Look
Forward to
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From hometown traditions to national moments— here’s what's

Cr X N
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coming that'll make you smile.

Richmond Hill Players Season

Geneseo
see page 13 for details

2026 Winter Olympics

Milan & Cortina, Italy
February 2-22, 2026

Gathering of the Green

River Center
March 18-21, 2026

EICC Gaming Convention

EICC- Urban Campus
April 17-18, 2026

Geneseo Art Walk

Geneseo
April 25, 2026

6

/
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Beaux Arts Fair

Figge Art Museum
May 9-10, 2026

Chalk Art Fest

Schwiebert Park
May 30-31, 2026

QC Pet Expo

River Center
June 13-14, 2026

Geneseo Music Fest

Geneseo
June 19-21, 2026

John Deere Classic

TPC Deere Run, Silvis
June 29 - July 5
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US 250" Anniversary
July 4, 2026

Floatzilla

Mississippi River
August 2026

Tug Fest

LeClaire
August 13-15, 2026

Henry County Fair

Cambridge
Summer 8026

Bix Fest
Daven

Ty 30 Rugust 1, 2026

Mississippi Valley Fair

Davenport
August 4-9, 2026

Illinois State Fair

Springfield
Augus’r 13-23, 2026

Alternating Currents

Davenport
August 13-16, 2026

Xiream Grand Prix

Rock Island
September 5-6, 2026

Trains, Planes, & Automobiles

Genese
Sepfember 10-12, 2026

Vintage Farm Show
Atkinson
September 19, 2026

Geneseo
Sepfember 18-20, 2026

Z 5 QC Mara'l'hon
Davenpo
Sepfember 26-27, 2026
Z q State Street Market
Gene
chober 3,2026
Scarecrow Row
Geneseo City Park
October 31, 3026
Z é Christmas Walk
Genese
December]Z 2026
ﬁ&m W[[’?Zum W/ey

Z Z Antique Engine & Tractor Show

Scan here for 2
a printable
version
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Practical New

Year Finance
Planning

January is the perfect time to take stock — not just of your goals, but of your
finances.

Whether you're focused on paying down debt, saving for a big purchase, or simply
feeling more in control, a few small changes can make a big difference over the
course of the year.

Money management doesn't have to be complicated — it just needs consistency. A
few intentional steps now can set you up for a stronger, less stressful year ahead.

Start with a Snapshot

Look honestly at your income,
spending, and savings. Review bank
statements, credit card summaries,
and subscription services you may

no longer use.

Build (or Rebuild) Your
Emergency Fund

Experts recommend saving at least
three to six months of expenses. Start
with $500, then aim higher as the year
goes on. Set up an automatic transfer

so saving happens without extra effort.

Tackle Debt Strategically

List all your debts, including interest
rates, and focus first on paying off
high-interest balances.

@

Adjust Your Budget for 2026
Goals

Whether you want to travel, remodel,
or grow your business, earmark

funds monthly.

Review Insurance and Benefits

Review your health, auto, and life
insurance coverage. Make sure you're

not overpaying — or underprotected.

Get Professional Guidance
Financial advisors, accountants, and
local banks can help you fine-tune your
strategy. Many offer free consultations
to review your plan or set up automatic

savings programs.



2026 Special SECTIONS

A new theme every month

JANUARY

Health & Wellness * Weddings
& Events

Start the year with simple ideas for
feeling your best, along with local
inspiration for weddings, receptions,
and milestone celebrations.

MARCH
Spring Farm * Spring Home

Fresh starts indoors and out—from spring
planning in the fields to home projects,
yard refreshes, and outdoor living.

MAY

Small Business Spotlight °
Memorial Day

Stories of local makers and small
businesses, paired with coverage that
honors Memorial Day traditions,
veterans, and community remembrance.

FEBRUARY

Finances & Taxes

Helpful, down-to-earth guidance for
budgeting, planning, and navigating
money decisions during tax season.

APRIL

Pet Lovers * Senior Living

A blend of two beloved topics: caring
for the pets who brighten our days and
supporting the seniors who enrich our
community with wisdom and experience.

JUNE

Summer Kickoff

Qutdoor fun, travel, events, and warm-
weather ideas to help you make the
most of the summer season.
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GeNeseO Maple Leals
Football 2027

Discipline, grit, and a quarterfinal run

Geneseo football's 2025 season wasn't defined by a single game
or moment. It was defined by growth—steady, measurable,
undeniable growth—and by a team that learned what it meant to
respond to adversity rather than react to it. For Coach Matt
Furlong, that transformation is the true story of the year.

“If you had told me at the start of the season that this group would
evolve the way it did, | wouldn’t have believed it,” Furlong said.
“But the buy-in became real. They learned how to handle hard
situations, how to trust each other, and how to play the style of
football we demand.”

The Leafs finished 9-3, but the record only hints at how far they
developed. Their improvement was visible week to week—
something Geneseo Hall of Fame coach Denny Diericx noted
when he said he had “never seen a football team improve so much
in just one season.”

The Real Turning Point: United Township
For Furlong, the season’s turning point wasn't late in the year—it
happened much earlier.

“United Township had been favored to win the league, and we
found ourselves down late,” he said. “But the players didn’t panic.
It was the first game when we showed the ability to respond—not
react—to adversity.”

From that moment forward, the team carried a different kind of
confidence. They had gained proof of concept: that they could
execute under pressure, adjust when challenged, and win against
teams with equal or greater talent.

“That win sparked something,” Furlong said. “You could feel it



What Made This Team Special

According to Furlong, the Leafs’ rise came down to
preparation, composure, and physicality. “The group learned
the value of practice reps,” he said, and they began taking
advantage of every one. Early in the year, adversity often
triggered panic, but that shifted as the season progressed. “We
learned to respond instead—to adjust, learn, and get better as
the game went on. Emotion stopped controlling us.” And once
they embraced the physical demands of the sport, things
changed quickly. “Football has an element of controlled
violence,” Furlong said. “After Week 1, our blocking, finishing
of runs, defeating blocks, tackling—everything got better. That
physicality helped us wear teams down.”

A Town That Showed Up

Furlong credits the team’s trajectory not only to the players,
but to the support system around them. “The support from
parents and boosters—especially later in the season—was
outstanding,” he said. “They handled the logistics, and that let
the coaches and kids stay focused on football.”

As the season continued, the gameday environment
transformed. “You could feel the excitement grow,” Furlong
said. “The extra energy in the stadium gives players a little
extra motivation.”

The excitement around the program is evident in the growing
youth numbers, the middle school and GYF players showing up
on game days, and the strong participation in football camps.

The Standard Going Forward

consecutive wins

opponents held
under 14 points

double-digit
wins

When Furlong looks at this team, the enduring impact isn't the wins—it's the standard they
established. “The dedication in the offseason, the weight room, summer camps, preparation
during the season, the style they played with—that's the expectation moving forward,” he said.

Momentum is building, and the program is benefitting at every level.

“Seeing the growth in the youth program numbers, the number of middle schoolers and GYF
players in attendance, and the participation in our football camps makes the excitement around

the program evident,” he said.

Furlong believes that foundation is what will carry Geneseo into future seasons: a shared belief in
the work, a commitment to growth, and a culture that continues to strengthen year after year.
“We can be happy with what we accomplished,” he said. “But we can never be content with it. We

have to grow with it
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The Science of Slowing Down

How rest, boundaries, and digital detox
Improve both productivity and peace

Rest is not a reward for success — il’s Lhe
foundation that makes success possible.”

— Dr. Saundra Dalton-Smith

We live in a world that celebrates the
hustle —  full fast

constant connection. But neuroscience is

calendars, results,
beginning to prove what many of us
already feel: slowing down doesn’t mean
falling behind. In fact, true rest and digital
distance sharpen focus, nurture creativity,
and reset the emotional circuitry that

keeps us grounded.
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Our bodies were never designed to
operate at full charge every hour of the
day. When we slow down — even briefly —
the

strengthens problem-solving pathways, and

brain reorganizes memories,

restores balance. Science calls it the

default mode network. We call it peace.



BOUNDARIES THAT
BUILD BALANCE

Slowing down means setting filters,
not walls. Protect an hour of quiet
each day. Make one day plan-free.
End work with a ritual — close the
laptop, step outside, breathe.
Boundaries build rhythm, and rhythm
keeps burnout away.

REST AS RECOVERY —
NOT REWARD

Rest isn't earned; it's essential.
Whether it’s a quiet walk, ten minutes
of journaling, or simply doing nothing
— your body uses stillness to restore
energy. Neuroscientists note that
even light daydreaming helps the
brain file memories and form creative
insights.

SLOWING DOWN TO
MOVE FORWARD

Here’s the paradox: when you rest, you
rise. When you unplug, you reconnect.
When you do less, you become more
present. True productivity isn’t found in
motion — it's born in stillness.

THE DIGITAL DETOX
CONNECTION

Every scroll and ping triggers a
dopamine spike. Small, harmless doses
that train our brains to crave
stimulation. Reset by making meals,
mornings, or your bedroom phone-free.
Within days, sleep deepens, patience
grows, and conversations feel real
again.

“When vou slow down, the important

Lhings stop rushing past you.”
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PLANTING NEEDS & BUILDING LEADERS:
INSIDE GENESEQ'S AWARD-WINNING FFA CHAPTER

For the students of Geneseo High School’'s FFA
chapter, agriculture is more than a class elective
— it’s a calling. From earning national honors to
giving back through community service, these
young leaders are showing what it means to grow
something meaningful.

BEYOND THE BARN

The Geneseo FFA Chapter is part of the National
FFA Organization — a nationwide network that
prepares students for leadership, personal
growth, and career success through agricultural
education. Members explore environmental
science, business management, animal science,
and community outreach while building valuable
life and career skills.

AYEAR OF MILESTONES

Geneseo FFA members have made a powerful
mark on both the state and national stages this
year. The State Horse Evaluation Team --
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Dawsyn McDonald, Annabelle Betcher, Jacey
Gehl, and Bailey Koning — earned their spot at
the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis,
They placed 9th nationally and earned a Gold
ranking.

Two students also reached major individual
milestones:

e Bella Bailey received the State Supervised
Occupational Experience Award in the
Human & Public Services category for her
mentorship work in an after-school program.

* Maycie Sims earned a $1,000 SAE grant from
the Brett Begemann Foundation to expand
her agricultural education project.

The chapter joined lllinois FFA's exclusive $3,000
Club, contributing over $3,200 to the lllinois
Foundation FFA — one of the accomplishments
that helped Geneseo earn a National Chapter
Award Finalist designation and a 3-Star Rating,
the highest national distinction.



SERVICE THAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE

While “Hat Day” is well-known, it represents only
a small part of the chapter’s outreach. Members
participate in year-round community service,
including:
e E-Waste Collection Drives
* Volunteering at the Henry County Humane
Society
e Adopt-A-Highway cleanups
e Farmer Fuel Packs with a local insurance
company
These efforts strengthen the
connection to the community and
leadership through service.

chapter’s
reflect

“Seeing students discover
~ their passion for agriculture
' is what makes this work so
meaningful.”’

- Jacqueline Walters-Wetzell

PROGRAMS THAT GROW FUTURE LEADERS

Middle School Ag Club

With the help of volunteer DeeAnn Kuster, FFA
members lead hands-on activities that build
early interest in agriculture and encourage
students to pursue ag courses in high school.

FFA Plot Program
Students manage the chapter’s agricultural plot
from seed selection through harvest.

Community member Ross Dwyer provides
critical support as students gain real-world
agronomy experience,

Ag in the Classroom

Members visit 1st- and 5th-grade classrooms
throughout the year, reading ag-themed books,
donating them to teachers, and guiding
students through interactive learning activities
that connect agriculture to everyday life.

From left: Kali Herberg, Jacey Gehl, Annabelle Betcher, and Dawsyn
McDonald represented Geneseo FFA at the National Horse Judging
Contest, earning a Gold Team Ranking and placing 9th nationwide.
Individually, McDonald and Betcher earned Gold, Gehl and Herberg
earned Silver, and both McDonald and Gehl earned the Equine
Management & Evaluation Certification.

RECOGNIZING EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION

This December, agricultural education instructor
and FFA advisor Jacqueline Wetzell will be
honored as the Region 4 Outstanding Early
Career Teacher Award winner at the National
Association of Agricultural Educators Conference
in Nashville. Region 4 includes lllinois, Indiana,
Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky, and Missouri.

LOOKING AHEAD

From national recognition to local impact,
Geneseo FFA continues to thrive as one of the
region’s most active and accomplished student
organizations. Whether evaluating horses,
cleaning highways, or mentoring future ag
leaders, these students are cultivating skills —
and community pride — that will last for years to
come.

This story is presented by Valley Insurance,
proud supporter of GHS FFA.

VALLEY

INSURANCE GROUP
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RoOTEd iN PRIdE

When people first hear “Geneseo Maple Leafs,” they often
assume it’s a nod to Canada. But our story runs closer to
home — and a lot deeper in the soil.

When Geneseo’s first settlers arrived from New York in
1836, they brought more than tools and timber wagons.
They brought trees — thousands of young maple saplings
— to line the streets of their new settlement on the
prairie.

Those early pioneers named the town after their home
back east (“Geneseo” meaning beautiful valley in Seneca),
but it was the trees that gave the place its character.

By the late 1800s, the shady, maple-lined avenues were a
source of pride and a mark of identity. The town even
earned the nickname “Maple City.”

When Geneseo High School began forming athletic teams
in the early 1900s, they needed a name that captured the
town’s spirit. “Leafs” — short for Maple Leafs — felt
natural.

It wasn’t fierce or flashy, but it was ours. It represented
strength in roots, beauty in endurance, and a quiet kind of
pride that doesn’t fade with the seasons.

Generations of athletes have since worn the green and
white, carrying that symbol of growth and resilience onto
every field and court.

The Maple Leaf has become shorthand for Geneseo itself
— seen on welcome signs, yearbooks, and banners lining
State Street. It’s a reminder that even in a world that
changes fast, this town still stands tall, rooted in
something simple and lasting.
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Meeting Families Where They Are--
with Love and Dignity

A Geneseo community resource for parents and children in need

Because no parent
should have to
prepare for a new
baby alone.

In communities across the Midwest, one organization is quietly
making a difference for new parents facing the challenges of
infancy — especially when resources are tight. Swaddling
Clothes collects and provides essential items like maternity
wear, baby clothes, diapers, bottles, formula, and more — all at

no cost to families in need.

Here's how it works: generous donors contribute new and
gently used items. At each location, a “shopping day” is
scheduled, allowing families to browse and select what they
need most. When those items are no longer needed, they can
be returned for other families to use — keeping the cycle of
giving going strong.

Beyond clothing and gear, Swaddling Clothes connects parents
to other community resources, including local counseling,
health care, and family support services. This makes it more
than just a clothing program — it's a network of care designed

to strengthen families from the start.

In essence, Swaddling Clothes serves as a vital community
resource — connecting generosity with need, supporting
families during one of life's most transformative seasons, and
reminding us that no parent should have to prepare for a new

baby alone.



Families can “shop” for essentials in a calm, weleoming space.

What this means for the community:

Immediate Relief: New parents don't
have to face the cost and stress of
acquiring basic necessities before their

child even arrives.

Dignified Support: The “shopping”
model offers choice and respect,
allowing families to find what truly fits

their needs.

Community Connection: With multiple
branches and partnerships, Swaddling
Clothes creates a reliable local network

for families across the region.

New and gently used
baby clothes, diapers,
bottles, blankets, and

maternity wear are

Volunteer Your Time
Help sort donations,
restock shelves, or assist
families on “shopping

CONCORDIA

EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH

How You Can Help

Donate ltems

always welcome.

Give Financially
Monetary donations
help purchase high-
demand essentials
like formula, wipes,

and car seats.

days.”

Visit Concordia Lutheran’s Swaddling Clothes Store

Open monthly on the second Thursday from 4-7pm and fourth Saturday from 9-12
316 S Oakwood Ave, Geneseo | 309-944-3993 | geneseoeswaddlingclothes.org 41
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MEAL PREP

MADE SIMPLE

How to eat better, save time, and
stress less — one hour at a time.

Pick Your Prep Window

Choose one block of time-- Sunday afternoon or
a quiet weeknight-- to plan, shop, and prep. Set a
timer for 60 minutes so it doesn’t feel endless.

Plan Before You Chop

Write down 3-4 meals you’ll actually eat. Group
ingredients that overlap to save money and
effort.

Prep by Category

Cook grains, roast veggies, and bake proteins all
at once. Store in clear containers so you can
“shop your fridge” later.

Keep it Simple

Start with one breakfast, one lunch, one dinner.
Add more once it feels easy-- progress over
perfection.

Make it Enjoyable

Put on music, light a candle, call it kitchen
therapy.

Prep Like a Pro

- Label your
containers with
painter’s tape and
dates.

- Keep prepped
snacks at eye level in
the fridge.

— Store grains and
proteins separately
for versatility.

One hour of prep =
five days of peace.

e

.'lf )‘;V
& ?\\

T

\""‘\.



Slow Cooker Tuscan White Bean Soup

Ingredients
e 2 cans (15 0z) white beans (cannellini or Great Northern),
e drained and rinsed
* 1 medium onion, chopped
* 2 carrots, peeled and sliced
* 2 celery stalks, chopped
* 3 garlic cloves, minced
e Tcan (14,5 oz) diced tomatoes
* 4 cups low-sodium chicken or vegetable broth
* ltsp dried thyme
* |tsp dried rosemary
Y tsp crushed red pepper flakes (optional)
* Salt and black pepper, to taste

* 2 cups fresh spinach or kale, roughly chopped Warm, rustic, and full of flavor —

* 1tbsp olive oil this cozy slow-cooker soup is

* Freshly grated Parmesan, for serving perfect for cold January nights.
Instructions

1.In a slow cooker, combine beans, onion, carrots, celery, garlic, tomatoes, broth, and seasonings.
2.Cover and cook on low for 6-8 hours or high for 3—4 hours, until vegetables are tender.

3.Stir in the spinach (or kale) and olive oil. Cook for another 10-15 minutes until greens wilt.
4.Serve warm, topped with Parmesan.
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Cinnamon Apple Overnight Oats

Ingredients
* %2 cup old-fashioned oats
* % cup milk (any kind)
* Y4 cup unsweetened applesauce
* Y4 cup diced apple (fresh or sautéed)
* %2 tsp cinnamon
* 1 tsp maple syrup or honey
* Ya tsp vanilla extract
* Pinch of salt

Instructions

1. In @ mason jar or container, stir together oats, milk,

Start your morning with a applesauce, apple, cinnamon, maple syrup, vanilla, and salt.

breakfast that's cozy, quick, and 2. Cover and refrigerate overnight (or at least 6 hours).

tastes like apple pie — no oven 3. In the morning, stir and enjoy cold,

required. or warm in the microwave for 30-45 seconds.

Optional toppings: chopped nuts, extra apples, or a dollop of yogurt.




The Current Pulse
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Your monthly dose of wellness, local expertise, and

better living — from The Current.

4 [°J Fitness & Movement = Mental Wellness

& Preventive Health

Health and wellness look different for
everyone — and in every season of life. For
some, it's about staying active or getting
stronger; for others, it's about finding
balance, reducing stress, or simply feeling
more connected to the community around
them. Whatever wellness means to you, we
want The Current to be a trusted source
for local, approachable information that
fits real lives right here in Geneseo.

That's why we're proud to introduce The
Current Pulse — a new monthly digital
section dedicated to living well, inside and
out. Each month, The Pulse will focus on a
specific area of wellness, bringing you
stories, tips, and expert perspectives from
right here in our community. From nutrition
mental health and
preventive care, every feature will be

and fithess to

designed to inform, inspire, and support
your journey toward better living.

“ Food & Nutrition

We heard you loud and clear in our recent
reader survey: you wanted more health
content — information that's reliable, easy
to understand, and grounded in local
expertise. In response, we've partnered
with Hammond-Henry Hospital and other
area health providers to ensure every
story, interview, and article reflects the
quality care and experience available
close to home.
Whether you're looking for practical
advice, new ideas for healthier routines, or
inspiring stories of resilience from your
neighbors, The Current Pulse will deliver
health content that's timely, trustworthy,
and relevant. Because taking care of
yourself — and each other — starts with
staying informed.



New Year, Heart Mind
Better You! Health Matters
Fresh starts, Nutrition, fitness, Spotlight on
goal setting, and and stress mental health,
simple lifestyle management for stress relief, and
changes for cardiovascular mindfulness
lasting wellness health practices

Where Health Meets
Hometown—Your Current Pulse

Eye Surgeons Associates

Medical ¢ Surgical * Optical

Hammond-Henr y — C 'd(bm!mg 35‘.-?m:
HOSPITAL
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“A DAay iN GENeseo” — Local Mad Libs

How to Play:

“Give me an
adjective.”

“Give me a
word for
plural
animals.”

“Give me the
name of a
local
restaurant.”

Grammar
Refresher-

adjective-
describing

word

noun-

person,
place, or
thing

<5

Ask for someone to fill in the blanks — but don’t let them see the story
— then read your finished story out loud!

It was a (adjective) morning in Geneseo when | woke up

to the sound of (animal plural) outside my window.

| grabbed my (noun) and headed downtown for a

(adjective) breakfast at (local restaurant).

On my way down State Street, | ran into (person’s name)

(farm

carrying a (noun) bigger than a

animal)!

We stopped to admire the (adjective) decorations in the

shop windows — everyone was getting ready for (local

event or festival).

After breakfast, | drove past (local landmark), where a

group of (plural noun) were practicing their

(sport or hobby).

The air smelled like

(food) and small-town pride.

Later, | met friends at (local park or hangout) for a

(adjective) afternoon of fun.

We even spotted (celebrity or fictional character) buying

(snack) at Casey’s!

As the sun set over
field” or “the cornfields”), | thought,

(local feature - e.g., “the football

“There’s no place like Geneseo — home of the Maple Leafs!”



SHARE YOUR SCENE

We’re putting together something special for the next issue of The
Scene-- and we want your work to be part of it.

Do you paint, write, photograph, or create? We’re looking for
original photography, poetry, drawings, and short written
reflections inspired by small-town life, community, or creativity
in everyday moments.

Selected submissions will be featured in our next magazine-- both in
print and online. It’s a chance to showcase your work to thousands of
local readers who love seeing our region through creative eyes.

How to Submit What We’re Looking For

1.Scan the QR code below or < Photography- local landmarks, nature,
visit the digital submission  people, everyday life

form. » Poetry & Short Writing- 200 words or
2.Upload your files (JPG, less- thoughtful, original, inspired by
PNG, or PDF formats). home or community
3.Include your name and  Artwork- drawings, digital art, or
short caption or artist sketches that capture the spirit of small-
note. town living

Creative doesn’t have to
be complicated-- it just
has to be yours.
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SPRINGFIELD ARMORY

PROUD SUPPORTER OF GENESEO AND THE HENRY COUNTY COMMUNITY SINCE 1974.

Along with the dedicated men and women of our Springfield Armory family, we stand for
the spirit of American innovation in the defense of freedom and independence.
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