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Welcome to this ebook

The greatest thing any individual can do is to accept God's free offer of
salvation.When they do, they enter eternal life, and aremade right
with God.

In this book, youwill discover that God is as close as a word, and as
near as your heart. You can be saved from the very things thatmake
life difficult, and enter a wonderful, victorious new life of faith.

I hope youwill enjoy reading this book, and encourage you to take the
steps indicated at the end that will help you find your true self.



This is the day the Lord hasmade.We shall
rejoice and be glad in it.

Psalms 118:24
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The offer

Did you know that God has offered a free gift of salvation
to everyonewho can believe?

Freemeanswe don’t have to pay for it, work for it, or even deserve it.
It’s a gift fromGod, offered to all who can believe. Now, that is good
news. Sowhat dowe have to believe?

Whyweneed salvation

God’s best for us is to be able to walk in love with Him andwith every
other person on earth. Jesus called this His NewCommandment. It
was a commandment of love.

Originally, people lived in this ultimate atmosphere of love and
perfection in God’s creation. This was short-circuited right at the
beginning, when people fell into a sad, self-interested rebellion
against God’s will.

When, in turn, we came into this world, we carried an inherited state
that caused us to be subject to a condition called sin, whichmeans
falling short of God’s intended best for us, and unwittingly entered
that rebellion.We becamewhat the Bible calls the sons of
disobedience (Ephesians 2:1-3).

Mostly, unless we consciously defied God, we did not notice this state,
whichwe’ll call the sin nature, becausewewere born into it, like
creatures in captivity, out of their natural habitat, subject to an
unnatural environment. This nature betrayed us sooner or later,
causing us to fall short of God’s glory, unable to live that perfect love
life.

We can only fully love God if we also love His creation, andwe cannot
love His creatures if we do not love Him. They go hand in hand. This
includes loving our neighbour as we love ourselves.

The love we’re addressing here is called agapé in the Greek. It comes
fromGod because God is Love. This love is unconditional. It is not like
simple brotherly love, or even intimate love. It is a newword, agapé,
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and a new concept in the New Testament. It is a love that endures all
things, and thinks the best of all people, summed up beautifully by the
Apostle Paul.

Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade
itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is
not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in
the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures
all things. Love never fails.

1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-8

Love like this

If the whole of humankindwas able to love like this wewould never
have the hardships we see in theworld today.Wewould all walk in
love theway God intended, and followHis plan for us, under His
leadership and guardianship. His protection and guidancewould
satisfy our lives completely. See how the Apostle John describes the
love walk and youwill know exactly God’s plan for humankind.

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyonewho
loves is born of God and knowsGod. Hewho does not love does not
knowGod, for God is love. In this the love of Godwasmanifested
toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that
wemight live throughHim.

In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we
also ought to love one another.

1 JOHN 4:7-11

Here, Jesus is called ‘the propitiation for our sins.’ The propitiation
refers to the great exchange, when Jesus took our place on the cross,
the place of cursing. He loved us somuch that He paid the price on our
behalf. To love as deep as death that leads to new life is agapé love in
action.

If we could enter into this form of love there would be nowars, no
poverty, no breakdown of society. God’s preservation and provision
would be all-encompassing. Lovewould prevail, throughHim and in
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us.Wewould prefer one another, support each other, strengthen all
parts of the body corporate.

Evil would cease. Corruptionwould end. There would also be no
sickness or disease, no oppression or inequity.Wewould live in love,
peace and prosperity, just as Adam and Eve did briefly in Paradise
before the fall. Isn’t thatmost peoples’ dream?

The good news is that this kind of love is available to us, andwe can
enter into it simply through faith that brings a change of heart and
destiny.

The love laws

God-generated love is the great key to a rational, peaceful society.
Sadly, the nature of sin in each of us rebels at times against the love
commands of God, andwe find ourselves working against God’s will.
It’s inherent in everyone, so we are not alone in this (Romans 3:23).

God introduced laws that would have alleviated the problem.We could
call them the love laws, which are to love Godwith all our being and
with everythingwe have, and to love our neighbour as ourselves, but
evenHis chosen people, Israel, were incapable of fulfilling His will in
this regard.

That sin nature consistently betrayed them, even after a great
repentance and God’s forgiveness re-accepting them into the fold. He
was unable to find at least one company of people able to
demonstrate that it was possible to accomplish His aims, evenwithin
a defined structure called theMosaic Law, whichwas based on the
same principles of loving God and loving our neighbour.

This didn’t remove the sin nature from them, however, so, as God
anticipated, Israelmoved in and out of obedience to His love
command to such an extent that it became apparent that this nature
within us all was incapable of changewithout a great and substantial
intervention.

So, right from the beginning, God had a plan of redemption that would
bring us back into His will. Hewould sendHisWord into the earth as
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the Son of God and son ofman to fulfil His will and reclaim the ground
lost through the fall.

Whatwas the fall?

The originalman, Adam, yielded to temptation in God’s perfect
Garden, called Paradise, when he ate forbidden fruit fromGod’s
personal tree, called the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. His eyes
were opened to things only God should see and know. There was only
one law in the Garden: Do not eat of the fruit of God’s personal tree.

This whole situationwasmanipulated by a fallen angel known as
Lucifer, also referred to as Satan, or the devil. These are ancient terms
from the Chaldean andGreek that simplymean the Opposer and the
Accuser. He opposes God and his creation, and he accuses God’s
people.

Satan, the Opposer, was a fallen spirit who sought to usurp God’s
authority and bringmankind over to his own side as his slaves. He had
been a glorious covering angel for Paradise, but pride caused him to
seek God’s throne and kingdomby bringing people over to his side in
opposition to God.

He did this through temptation to sin–in Adam’s case, by rebelling
against God’s explicit instruction to resist eating the fruit of the Tree
of Knowledge of Good and Evil.

Right back in antiquity these spiritual forces enticedmen to reject
God’s will and instructions for a fruitful, successful, peaceful life, and
enter into what would become hardship, strife, envy and shame.
Temptationwas the lure, succumbing to sin the result. The sin nature
ofmanwas conceived.

Temptation drawsus in

What part does temptation have in the sin problem? James the
Apostle explains the process for us.
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But each one is temptedwhen he is drawn away by his own desires
and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and
sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.

JAMES 1:14-15

These desires are only temptations so long as they are not triggered,
or not acted upon. Oncewe succumb to themwe begin the journey
into the law of sin and death.

So began the fall, since when all people born into this world entered
with the Adamic nature, the spiritual DNA of sin and rebellion against
God. Thus, we are called sinners, which is not a nice term, nor one that
is in common use in the English language, but it basicallymeanswe
are unable to love God or people in theways in whichwe should. As
soon as we break God’s code of ethics, we are in sin.

For instance, if we covet another person’s goods, we sin; if we steal
from them, we sin; if we commit adultery with another person’s
spouse, we sin; if wemurder someone, we sin; if we refuse to
acknowledge God, we sin. Jesus took it even further. He said that if we
even think about doing these things and carry them through in our
minds we sin.

It should stressed that temptation isn’t sin. It is the pressure to sin, or
the lust or desire to perform an act that is against God’s written code
of conduct. It’s whenwe succumb to temptation that we sin.We have
to do all we can to resist the temptation to sin, but, whenwe are
subject to the sin nature it is almost impossible to resist temptation
and, yes, we fall again. Something needs to change.

The penalty for sin

The big problemwithmissing God’s will or falling short of His code of
ethics is that the penalty for sin is death, according to scripture.We
probably have a different understanding of death to that displayed in
God’sWord. Formost people death is the end of natural life, which is
true. Biblically, there ismore to it, and death alsomeans separation
fromGod.
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That is whywe become subject to the corruption that is in theworld
through the fall, including sickness, disease, poverty, lack, and all of
the dreadful things that happen to everyday people.

If we die in sin it’s evenworse because that separationwill be eternal.
Wewere already separatedwhenwe first sinned against God.We died
spiritually.

You see, our connectionwith God is spiritual. God is a Spirit, and those
who come toHimmust worship Him in spirit and in truth (John 4:24).

How to be saved fromeverything

Now, we already read that God, the Father, sent God, the Son, Jesus,
into theworld to give His life so that the price for our sin was paid in
full. This seems extreme, but it was the only way out for us.We needed
a substitute or wewould have to pay the price, whichwouldmean
eternal separation fromGod the Father.

God sent HisWord into theworld to take our place. TheWordwas
made flesh andwe knowHim as Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

In the beginningwas theWord, and theWordwaswith God, and the
Wordwas God.

JOHN 1:1

Herewe see the deity and position of the LivingWord.

And theWord became flesh and dwelt among us, andwe beheld His
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and
truth.

JOHN 1:14

TheWord of God came into theworld as the son ofman, who is the
Son of God. Many things happened under Hisministry, including
miracles and deliverance from torment, but Hismain focus was to
surrender His life so that we could bemade free.

Let thismind be in youwhichwas also in Christ Jesus, who, being in
the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but
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madeHimself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and
coming in the likeness ofmen. And being found in appearance as a
man, He humbledHimself and became obedient to the point of death,
even the death of the cross.

PHILIPPIANS 2:5-8

The cross was considered a place of cursing. The curse of the lawwas
death. The curse, for us, was sin that dealt death our way. He took our
curse.

Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a
curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is everyonewho hangs on a tree”),
that the blessing of Abrahammight come upon the Gentiles in Christ
Jesus, that wemight receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

GALATIANS 3:13-14

Jesus took our curse onHimself on our behalf. In so doingHe
redeemed us from that curse. All we have to do in return is accept all
that He has done for us.WhenHe hung on the tree-also called the
cross–Hewas hanging there for you and I–for the whole world–so
that sin would be paid for by His one sacrifice. Thenwewould come
into the blessing of Abraham–the promise of the Spirit.

The blessing of Abraham

There are two key people groupsmentioned in scripture: Jews and
Gentiles, sometimes identified as Jews and Greeks. The terms ‘Gentile’
or ‘Greek’ in this instancemerelymeans the rest of the world other
than Israel. The ‘Goyim’ or nations.

The blessing of Abrahamwas given to all who can believe theWord of
God, as Abrahamdid. Hewas a Gentile, but His descendants became
the tribes of Israel, God’s chosen nation, throughwhom the Seed
would come, that Seed being Jesus, theWord of Godmade flesh.

The promise to Abrahamwas that Godwould bless andmultiply his
Seed. Nowwe have just read that this blessingwould come upon the
Gentiles– the nations–through Jesus, who is the Seed referred to in
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the prophecy. Then all who receive Jesus as Lordwould also enter the
blessing.

For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For asmany of
you aswere baptised into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neithermale nor
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then
you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.

GALATIANS 3:26-29

Faith in Jesus

Herewe see that we become the sons and daughters of God through
faith in Jesus Christ. This is whenwe come into the blessing.What is
the blessing?Wewill bemade new.Wewill be born again–born of God
as a brand new creation in Christ. Old things would pass away, and all
thingsmade new.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have
passed away; behold, all things have become new.

2 CORINTHIANS 5:17

That old sin nature is removed from our lives.We are no longer
subject to its whims and provocations.We have power over
temptation.

The Promise of the Spirit

Wementioned earlier the new birth–being born again. This is the
promise of the Spirit. Whenwe are born again, we are born of the
Spirit. We reveive the Spirit of Christ into our lives andwe aremade
alive spiritually, where oncewewere dead in our sins. Yes, Jesus
literally comes into our lives throughHis Spirit. Love comes alive in
us–His love, the kind of love that ushered us into the free gift of
salvation.

And youHemade alive, whowere dead in trespasses and sins…

EPHESIANS 2:1
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Wewere not physically dead, obviously, but spiritually dead. Sin killed
our spirit. It separated us fromGod.Whenwe receive Christ our spirit
revives–it comes alive in Him.We are reunitedwith the very presence
of God throughHis Spirit, who comes to live with us, and in us.

TheHoly Spirit with us and in us is called the guarantee of salvation.
When the great day of judgment comes, whenGod judges the living
and the dead, wewill be assessed according to whether we have the
guarantee or not. If we dowewill already have passed the
examination. The guarantee will be themark that clears us of all
blame.

When you are born again youwill know in your inner being that you
are saved. This is the guarantee confirming salvation, that you have
been changed, and that God has brought you back into His favour.
This divine favour is called grace, and it is by His grace that we are
saved through faith in Jesus.

Salvation by grace

Wehave said that salvation is a free gift. It is offered by God through
His grace, which is God’s favour–grace that we did not deserve, but He
offers it anyway, in spite of our sinful nature. It is God’s get out of jail
card. It is our opportunity to enter a life free from guilt and shame. It
is the only way back into His presence, into the liberty of the Spirit of
Life.

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.

EPHESIANS 2:8-9

Notice that you cannot pay for this gift in anyway. As we have seen,
Jesus has already paid that fee, He has paid the ransomprice that
death held over us. You cannot pay for something that is already paid
for.

We are bought with His blood at the cross. Scripture tells us that
without the shedding of blood there is no remission for sin (Hebrews
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9:22). Remission is a cancellation of debt. Jesus’ bloodwas shed on our
behalf, cancelling our debt, and it is by His blood that we are saved.

Under the Old Agreement, or Covenant, with Israel, sin was atoned for
through the blood of animals, and blood had to be regularly shed to
cover the sins of the nation. It was just a covering, not a complete
removal of sin.

Cleared of guilt

Under the NewCovenant in Christ, all sin has been paid for. That is
why it is called a better covenant.

[Jesus] has obtained amore excellentministry, inasmuch asHe is also
Mediator of a better covenant, whichwas established on better
promises.

HEBREWS 8:6

It is not simply a covering, but a complete removal of all sin through
the blood of Jesus. He literally wiped the slate clean for everyonewho
believes in His sacrificial commitment to the cross.

When you receive Jesus as Lord and Saviour, all sins of the past are
wiped away. You have entered a brand new state. Your account is
cleared. You stand guilt-free and shame-free before God andHe sees
you in the samewayHe looks uponHis Son Jesus who lived a sin-free
life. His innocence becomes yours.

That doesn’t meanwe’ll never be tempted to sin again, or that we
won’t succumb on occasion. It doesn’t mean that wewill not be held
accountable by society or by civil authorities formisdemeanours
committed before wewere saved. That price will still have to be paid
becausewe owe it to society, not to God. Spiritually, though, wewill be
clean before God, and able to put things right with people.

Wewill also at timeswrestle with our own flesh,meaning our human
desires, especially those that are potentially disruptive to others, as
long as wewalk the earth. Those temptations will still come. But we
can deal with them, now.
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For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law
but under grace. Romans 6:14

The difference is that wewill be empowered to overcome those times
whenwe are tempted. The sin nature has been replaced by the leading
and guidance of the Holy Spirit in unisonwith our regenerated spirit.

Reigning in life

We are now under the regime of grace, andwe have the God-given
ability to resist temptation to sin. That is the difference.We are now in
control of our desires.We can filter them through theWord and Spirit
to see whether they are godly or spiritually harmful.We are equipped
to reign over our own lives in His name.

For if by the oneman's offense death reigned through the one, much
more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of
righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.

ROMANS 5:17

Death reigned through Adam’s sin, and through the fall ofman. Death
was overcome by the sinless Jesus Christ for those who believe. Now
we are empowered to reign in life through faith in Him.

If we fall again, we can go to the Father and confess our sins and be
forgiven, once again presentedwith a clean slate.

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9

Theway in

There is no other way to salvation but through Jesus. He is the way to
God the Father. He is called the Door.Wemust go throughHim.

Jesus said to him, “I am theway, the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except throughMe. John 14:6

Theremay be thousands of religions, but there is only oneway to
salvation. Theway in is through hearing the gospel, which is the good
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news that Jesus hasmade theway clear to the Father through
salvation.

Everything in the kingdomof God happens through faith. God
requires nomore no less. Faith leads to other aspects, such as worship
and fellowship, but there are three eternal things that we enter into:
faith, hope and love.

Salvation is near

Aswe have seen faith is based on love. Hope is the anchor that
steadies our lives. Faith comes by hearing theWord of truth–the
gospel.

But what does it say? “Theword is near you, in yourmouth and in your
heart” (that is, the word of faith whichwe preach): that if you confess
with yourmouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has
raisedHim from the dead, youwill be saved. For with the heart one
believes unto righteousness, andwith themouth confession ismade
unto salvation.

ROMANS 10:8-10

Notice how near that word of faith is. In ourmouth and in our heart.
Whenwe hear themessage of hope, something stirs in our heart, and
we are given the opportunity to believe what is preached, or to reject
it.

God is not distant, nor is HisWord far away. It is right here with us as
we read or hear the truth about howwe can be saved.

Salvation is in our heart and on our lips. It comes to us by sayingwith
ourmouthwhat we know to be true in our heart. Ourmindmay be
doing summersaults andwonderingwhat is happening, when all the
time our heart is saying, “This is true, believe it, receive it.”

When themessage of faith is being preached theHoly Spirit is present
to confirmwith our hearts what is being said. Those of us who yield to
the leading of the Spirit and the confirmation in our heart need now
only to speak it out before witnesses–one or two believers, or before
God.
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Scripture tells us that ‘Today’ is the day of our salvation. If you have
understood thismessage and acknowledge your need of a change of
heart; if you sense a stirring in your heart that says that what you’ve
read is real and true and substantial; if youwould like to respond
today, right now, you can pray the following prayer and ask Jesus to
come into your life andmake the changes that become salvation
forever.

It’s as simple as that. The following pagewill lead you into a prayer of
faith that asks Jesus into your life. God hears our prayers, and you cqn
make it as personal between you andGod as you like.

Are you ready?

If you’re ready to say these words to God andmean themwith all your
heart:

Dear God, I come to You as a person who needs salvation. I
acknowledge that I have sinned before You up until this day. I would
like to be cleansed of all unrighteousness. I have heard the Word of
the gospel that tells me that Jesus died, was buried and was raised. He
paid the price of my sin. He died and was buried in my place. He was
raised so that I could be saved. I believe in Jesus, in His sacrifice, and
in His resurrection. I acknowledge that Jesus is Lord, and I make Him
the Lord of my life. Change me, deliver me, set me free from sin.
Thank you for saving me. I believe I am born again, born of God. I am
saved.

Next steps

This is just the beginning of a wonderful odyssey.

If you prayed this prayer in faith, you have accepted Jesus as Lord and
Saviour. Now you need to find some other believers nearby to let them
knowwhat has happened to you, and to take the next steps into a
community of believers.
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Theywill help youwith your understanding of what has taken place.
This is so important. You should find a local evangelical churchwhere
you can be baptised in water, taught theWord of God, and become an
effectivemessenger of hope in your own right.

Also, please write tome via thewebsite steverowe.co and letme know
that you have responded to thismessage so I can help youwith your
new and exciting journey of faith.
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