Today football players
R@y P@uﬂﬂ travel from all over the

world to play in the

English Premier

League. But back in the 1950s things were very different.

These were the days of the maximum wage in football —
which was not abolished until 1961. In 1950 it was £12 a
week, eventually rising to £20 by 1958. It ensured that players
would never become wealthy and in fact their earnings were
little more than the average wage. It tied players to the
supporters and their community but did not allow them to
maximise their earnings during a short career. All players
earned the same, no matter how prominent they were, which
led to all sorts of undisclosed payments and left players
allegedly open to bribery. But in 1950 there seemed to be
opportunities in Columbia, South America. Their FA did not
pay transfer fees, were not be part of FIFA and behaved like a
rogue organisation, but like everyone else, footballers had to
look after their families.

Neil Franklin, a fine centre half, concerned, understandably
perhaps, at the quality of life in Stoke, signed for
Independiente Santa Fe in Bogota for £5,000 a year and £35
win bonuses. He withdrew from the England World Cup
squad in 1950 and as a result was banned from football by the
FA. But financial security seemed compensation enough.

The Swansea star Roy Paul was one of seven others who
were tempted. Why not? He had been a miner from Merthyr.
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The Millonarios club in Bogoté offered him a £3,000 signing
on fee and £150 per month. Once in Bogota however, players
were unimpressed by the conditions.

It was not an attractive place, even in comparison with Stoke
and Merthyr. Football pitches surrounded by barbed wire were
singularly unattractive but, more importantly, Millonarois
offered cheaper contracts than those which had attracted them.
Paul stayed in Bogota for only ten days, without playing a
single match.

He returned in June 1950 and immediately found himself in
big trouble with Swansea Town. Paul was adamant that he
was not in breach of contract since he didn’t play any football
but the club were angered by his South American adventure.
He was merely a footballer, a commodity, and had to be
punished. There was talk initially of a £20,000 bid from
Manchester United but it was to Manchester City that he was
transferred for £19,500, a British record for a half-back. His
brief visit to Columbia however served to point to the complex
international future waiting for footballers and its supporters.

Roy Paul was a great success at his new club and is still very
fondly remembered by them . In 1955 as captain, he led
Manchester City to the Cup Final at Wembley and although
they lost, City returned in 1956 to win.

Roy Paul held the cup aloft in triumph. From Bogota and
banishment to winning at Wembley. Not bad, on the whole.

This is taken from my book, Swansea in the 1950s. Available
from Amazon




