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'@33 was my Lirst dafil\ Per?orminﬂ in this town. \t was ry first time visiting and | wouldn't
have thought of doing @ show here i not for an invitation €rom the matjor‘s. wite. She and the
h'}Sh SOC\QTS ladies of this town wanted to invite entertainers {rom across South Elﬂs‘tum to
perform o\urinﬁ their fowns peak tourist season.

There is a lot of greenery in this place, providing shade o\urlnj sunny days,
| arrived before noon so the tree fined streets were a welcome ¢

There were bushes and vine-covered walls full of fowers too,
3‘w1n3 color to the haze of kaves everuwhere, € :"%

T

However, the staﬁe was not under the canoPg ch’rre,Qg,\»« ‘
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/ The shows were fo be held at the town's plaza by |

the riverside, near a righty-looking stone bridge
_ s+rao\o\hna the river, | saw carpenters erect a

redanﬂular arch on top of a platform and | knew that

this was where | would perform, \was: the: opeoi
act and was impatient seeing the s’rage unfinished so
asked i€\ coud assist wit 5’(:338 ecoration. The
. head carpenter was reluctant to share the task withf
\ me so\ 50u3h+ the orjanizer's approval. ‘teaveritter |
me,' | said as soon as | got the oK. “You're ﬁeﬂing a /

preview of octavio's Puppet Show.

| opened ry suitcase, drew out my baton and waved it over a bunch of popeets inside.

My poppets sat up and waited while | pointed oy baton to boxes of decor, and commanded
them to put them upe. Wt was a spectacie the townspeople had never seen betore.

Eve" one -- a’rherec.\_héroundﬁés the géfoPossé did their g IQ‘TQ Ok —1
\_tasks, al#houjh a few poppets decided to wander as = _""7 ‘l\ \:\ \ A
far as the bridge after they were done, _ ; :///\ L

The 9_.‘5h+- of h'e.oéwposse in action drew a 7 ":: ——

Iar;tj‘e crowd to the actual show. Their cur‘\os‘n‘tj
was aﬂaeased 53 My music and the POPPQJfS'

danc'\n& 't was a smash hit and | expect
tomorrow will be the same.




how | was feeling \
Sp_Jf back to ) |

celaxi vacation

cofreshed and reaoy to

work. UEoD m\j re’ruml_ :

| been exceeto el h A
thou nt \ had ere A s B

o TN \?ﬂ O(JPQ.*S that *he\j o 4 :
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\ ven befieved - \joﬁ without notic\g ey

| the ave : T e
o ten *C:\e oF them tailing A L = g
= ot , s’rubbqnla to the winﬁ beneath | I/ |
e 4 l‘mv window that | realized one

had tagged ong, o

\ couldn't very wel send it
back alone, so it came alon
with me for my "g;_gl'\_f(@’[&j" trie.




For all the stress at the start, the vacation itselk
has been pleasant, The architecture here is
beautitu, though it reminds me of Anathema in
SOME Wways. H&j Sw‘owawa\j Poppet was
particularly excited about all the fowers in bloom
it picked one for me, fhouﬁh | can't imagine whﬁ it

o0, chose this one in particulars,
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Perhaps | should have brouﬁh’r some poppets dlong |
from the start-it did make +h".r135 ivelier at the cost of
my relaxation—but | dont want this to set a precedent |
for the others, € this had been a dangerous mission |
rather than a hol'to\ak:}, it couldve ended bad'tj' j
Il need to think of better ways to deter them.

e — =

) But for now, ry priority is
@tr\d‘tnﬁ_g.?me way to fit Poppet
into my carry-on before

we {3!3 home in the morning.
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Cruises are very comfkortable, e’d‘—e’“@-“j expensive ’n“aps =
floating 0 the middie of the ocean. ~ &0

we're in the balcony of our cabin whie the shn(:: hums aionﬁ 5omewhere
between Por’r of o\epar’rure and 'wherever +he3re ’rakmﬁ us next.
ﬁpparenﬂﬁ, \ won this entire trip from a raffie ticket someone slipped into My

hand at an event weeks ag0.
| assumed it was & coupon Lor alkree drink _or some+htn3 /./

a--"*' equaly harmiess., \nstead: a cruise.

Daturally, | brou3h+ poppeets.

V B Someone has to carry the luﬂﬂaﬂe" ,_ '-
\} JF I\Jg Embarkahon werﬁ smoo’rhlﬂ unhl +he luﬁgaae s’rar’red. raﬂlmﬂ

. 7 At ficst, | assumed the shie's engines were vubrahnﬂ -7
/_/_ © \_ fhrough the cases, Reasonable explanation. Pecfectly logical.
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| opened it and discovered a brand new popeet curied up between my clothes

e o, com—— o

ke & stowaway crab, Morexplanation of course-just wide eyes and a very
Uity exeression. ey ke ointing vagquely towar e water outsicde the
3 P Th \j P+ P t 3 3 \%f d th t tside th

terminal and s_\'\ak‘nnj their heaa.
@ wel uneack that later,

For now, the poppets are treating this ship ke a rmoving pla round. We toured the
promenade, watched a cooking demonstration where one of them tried to steal a
lemon garnish, and somehow ended up mander'ms danﬂerousI3 close to the casino.

b

et the record show: | was only obsewinﬂ the tables,
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Before | could even sit down, however; three pcoppeets
rabbed ry coat sleeves and Phtjsicallﬁ o\r_aﬂseo\ me
3way from the blackjack table fike tiny, panicked boo\tﬁuaro\s.

ﬁn\jwa\j dinner is  soon,  and R

there's apparently a ftheater shouw| x
afterward, Tomorrow, we m‘lﬁh‘l'
‘\nves+1cja+e the  pool deck—’rhouﬁh
the new poppet turmed pale the
rmoment ’rhe3 saw the ocean

s’rre‘rch'tnﬁ 0 every direction. B
/\_/\ = l-/\/m I. -

¥

’1—‘0rh.me':s’ﬂ?__lx\.)J we have sevecal dat)s |
on this ship.

Plenty of time to {-‘Bure. out whg '!ﬂ/ |

’rhe\j hid in rny suitcase.. an q

perhaps convinee -them:the water |

isnt planning to eat them.
o




W (G
'm seated on a@ bench in the
dim blue quiet of the

aquarium's largest gallery,

The |'\3h’r here fiters ’rhrough the

lass like diuted sap(ah'\re—-'

| ever\j+h'ms slow, dr'\@r'tn& a little

dreamiike. Popeet \w we
come, or rather several dozen
poppete insisted, Iouc\lxj and
with much dramatics, until the

ocean-view cabin £elt less ke &
suite and more like a Qock of

Verﬂ small seaﬁulls,_.

» ““ .

Buery Qsh that auime by ®
while | attemet to write, ’rheﬁ're scattered along the cailing,
~ pointin at everything that swims past as i€ the creatures
m‘5h+ applaud them for noﬂc'ma. one of them dus’r fried to
\\. wave at a Jeug&‘\e.h. The jelltj%sh- did not reciprocate.

L

;:'1(2 new POﬁoQ‘l’ stayed behind me at first, clinging to the edﬂe of the bench like

! Ue:. 3@1&. Hnmﬂh’r s;no\ enly burst and flood the entire bu‘uld'mﬂ. Understandable, |
ppose. B wall of water flled with drifting shaees isnt exact inq |

alreadﬂ distrust the ocean. I 5 e Comgorhnj g 7
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s /—\/\
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But curiosity is & powertul e _— >\ Axw ) :
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A few minutes 390, | noticed them inching
closer to the ra'tl'tnﬁ. Slowlkj. Care&‘ullg. Now
’rhetj‘re 3+énd’tn3 between two other popeets,
peeking over the edﬂe of the gass. and
Po‘m’rinj at a school of siver £ish \:ase.'mﬂ bﬁj‘

Wogress. @ @ - ® Ll

A smalblueskish- dritted past the gass a
rmoment aﬂo—-bri\cjh’r, almost electric. | pointed
it out.

"Huh)' | said, tapping the gass lightiy,
“This one loocks famiiar. A creature that
@orse’rs. How convenient,'

Seweral poppets stared up at me,

| waved it off,
vever mind. Cuttural reference.

The§j huddied +03e+her after that, chitterin
as € the £Lish m‘\ﬂh# overhear them ang
claﬁ% the Joke.

Eventually +he3 d“aﬂf}eo‘ e +hrou3h the 311&
shop 'lns+ead—ap(aarenﬂ3 the most important |
exhibit here. \m now supervising & heated
debate over which K?;tj‘;hél@ best represents
’rodat.)'s adventure,

\n the end, 1'h9.3 chose a tiny blue tang,
| informed them that we have a limited buo\ﬂe’r, so the keﬂchain must be shared with
the POPPQ‘l'S back at the work&ho(a. |
There was immediate oufrage.

Personally | think it builds character,

Also.. it might help them remember where they got it.

Just in case one of them turns out like the fish one dé\j.




The sun is & menace.

TFitting, | sup(aose—’rhls is the £inal item on our itinerary, the last stop before the
cruise SPH'S us back into real\’rﬂ. \ve taken re&"uﬂe beneath a vgrﬂ |ar3e umbrelia
Plan‘red Qcrmly 0 the sand ke a Qaﬂ of surrender. The beach ’d‘SQI‘(‘j s peckect
pleasant-brig t water, soft wind, wawes roling N with that t:éj’rbmtc hush‘—hush
sound that makes people poetic. un@oﬁunafel‘j, the sun overhead is -aﬂemP+\r\3 to

' assassinate: me. ‘
So \ came Prepar_ed.

Beach hat. Sunjlase.es. Sﬁa’reﬂic shade placement. | chose a spot close enough to the water |

that the tide occasionally creeps toward our towels—purely coincidental, of course, and

absomelxj not because the scared poppet has been treating the ocean fike a m
beast that wil devour them whole.

tj’rholo\%ical

Exposure ’rheraptj, | suppose.
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Riﬂh’r now ’rheg're s’rano\‘tnﬂ ankle-deep in the shallows, Chl(‘(:ﬂﬂﬂ every time & wave touches their
foot. The others keep o\raﬂjms them back in.

Earlier +he\j would bareh\.j step near the Uua‘l'ei; at all. Mow ’fhetj're s‘alash".nﬁ back when the Uuavés.
coll iy, ke ’rhea're testing who wins the argument,



In the meantime, \ve been
asstﬂninj small errands,

"Poppet,' | caled eariier,
reclining com’?orfablg "“Co tch
Your Maestro & ik,

Thek:j did.
Then sunscreen.
Then a shell that looked

"Parﬂcularitj pho+03en‘nc."

s a Qerﬁ'e@?ecﬂve distraction technique. Keeps them £rom spiraling into
dramatic monologues about sea monsters,

At some point, however, | ray have closed MYy eyes for & moment, Purely to rest them.

when | woke uge, | discovered two th".nﬂs. r
L Ficst the poppets had been unusuaug quiet, :'. v /\
Second: | was buried in sand £rom the neck down _

Cc_nm‘ale’re_ltj irnmobilized.

The:j were ex’rreme|3 proud of themsehes,

T e —————————

; Hones’rlﬁ... \ SUppose it's £air retaliation. /

SHill ’rhe:j're Iauﬁhlnﬁ +63e+her now=running between the water and our umbrelia,
comparing shells and arguing about whose sandcastie looks the lkast

ke & colapsed pastry. The formerly feacful one has wandered farther now,
IeHlnﬂ the waves reach their knees before runn‘tna back with the rest.

Pﬁr\awag, well be headlnﬂ back soon.

And Just fo be clear: ﬂo‘tn on vacation does not
exempet anyone £from their duties tomorrow.

na
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Sering s upon us—-the wind no
longer bites with its chil, various
animals wake from theic hibernation,
- and lwild berries beqin to serout,
DO e@ @@ o 0o
T‘Odatjl | let the poppeets out to enjoy
some time in the sun, bask in the
‘pleasant Spring weather, mayse even
f?oraﬁe Lor some’rh'\rB useLul,
But of course, | shouldnt have
expected anﬂ‘rh'mﬁ normal @rom
those creative critters,

They found some wild-berries while @rol‘tck'mﬁ in the
nearby forest and when some of them kepet tugging
at my coat to follow, \ ’rhouﬁh’r ‘rheﬂ were going to
ask whether those berries were edible or not,
‘rhouﬂh it seemed like +hexj had other plans,
' s e S I e

Arroed with tiny paintorushes made with loose animal hair and with
thimbles  as paint buckets, some pEoppets started  hapeil
decora‘rinﬂ these I)?Ik;@: colored wild berries, The more resourceful o?
the bunch made a few ladders €rom fallen twigs on the ground so
.....‘ 1 the painters could have an easier reach.

t was hones‘rl\j %0 1(‘\53‘011‘103 watching them work :
f03e+her to brinﬂ this little art Pro\'jec’r to Ike.



| asked them what ’rhetj were doing this for, but all \ got were expectant
. go2es, as & it shouldve alread3 been cbvious to me. o
o ' Wel, we may be infrinsicaly connected with the strings T R
but \m not & mindreader! R\ )
These poppets need to learn the difference one da‘jm o W
@

Mot everyone was junj;-ho about giving these wid berries

a little make-over, howewver., Some poppets were content
to just lounge around and pick some berries to bring home.
\ P'idf%e one mﬁsetﬂ and well, thetj didnt seem like

the’ coisonous kind, and hones’rltj, it was quite sweet,
o ° LA —

A bit too tact for m&d g © e

l" satj—-’rhe'u‘ work looked eer'\ltj similar-to-mine when \ painte Yy
own creations. Like Maestro ke poppeets, indeed,

———

ts & shame we had to leave those Pa‘m’red berries behind
+houSh. The poppeets tried Plead'tnﬁ their case but |\ 51mPI3 told
them that their new “5'tbl'mﬁs“ shall be the juard'\an of the forestsl

And they al-iived ha(a‘o'llk\.j ever-atter, |
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This art instalation cauﬁh’r My -eye the moment it 9ot within i
WAS s’rroll'tnﬁ alone, My poppets hav'\nﬁ gone ahead after )\ let them
roam around the park, /\

As 9ot closer to my target; something
else piqued m:a‘ interest,
Srnall ch'\ﬁer\ns chatters and
familiar sihouettes surrounded the
stone pieces of the exhibit,




Black and white supersized chess pleces were

del'tbera‘reltj placed on a 5’@‘“3 raised chess board on
the Qoor. A playable game for gants,

But the ones curren’ria ’rrtj'mﬂ their hands with the

Pleces were no’rh‘tnﬁ but ’reen\j ﬁnﬁ litte crea’rures.:

| almost couldnt hele the snort that escaped My nose at seeing &
poppet with all their six-arms and punylegs tfry to push a piece
forward to no avail \ had to shake my head as wel, Qnd‘lnﬁ rny coat
resting atop the black k’tna‘s plece, a sek-satisfied looking poppet
raking themsehes cozy inside | it while hoid’tnﬂ onto the chess (a]‘\ece
(so that's where My coat went! | was J‘rfj“"j to £ind it all rorning.). fw\ :

\‘;’1\9\{“‘& :
And as i€ that wasn't creative enoujh, some of them even had the qall to

pUl out some of the surround‘nnﬁ plants to Wwrape them around the white
\ stone pieces for decoration.

N

.

The white chess pleces did look quite... “'tnsP'tred“ atter
al the moss and greens were stuck around them.

\ couldn't even begin to £fathom what 9oes on in their minds.,
| had to ask them i€ anyone even knows how to play chess but
| was met with sience and confused hollow gazes. \t's not like
Im one to talk, but \'d ke to think | at lkast know the basics. <

| do hope we don't 3e+ a visit {rom the c‘t+3 council or the PArk rangers...

\ did tell My popeets to clean them Ue back to how Jrhe3 first saw
the sculptures, | made sure that white markle queen was sparknnﬂ!
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( The matters o‘? the heart are Jroo {-"rtvolous to let Yy POPPe’rs
mdu Se in them, let alone be aware of them!

iAJh\j, all +he3 ever need to know is that \ 3raciouslﬂ gave
them each a ?unc’nomnﬁ heart and that the Strings That
Bind are reternal Their devotion is never lacking, of
course, as Proved bﬂ this ridiculous little  ritual theﬁ
insisted on o\otnﬂ for this sorr\j excuse for a -‘hoho\atj i

-
—

ks \
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valeatine's Day is not some‘rhtnﬁ \ Pa‘j much attention to oV
'@ and \ never ’rhouﬁh’r the poppeets would even know abou‘r l’r__
(\ may need to restrict their internet access). I

But here we are on this bench benea’rh a massive ower arch shapeo\
ke & {reaking heaﬁ—w +hOU3h dare | say this veil they
made is quite fine quality,
\ dont even know how ’rhe \f‘r their hands on such expensive Sk and
not to mention the lace—hu maybe | should check my coin box later.

~ _’,/M——" T ey

They lead me here after a little ‘oreakfast in bed'
rmoment J‘heﬂ bestowed upon me (let's Just say
calling it "breakfast' is me betnﬂ generous and havmﬁ
it "in bed" almost made me not have a bed for the
?oreseeable ?u’rure-bu’r that's a story in itselk Qor lateo), -

\ bareltj had m3 hatr brushed before the veil 3 ot unceremontousltj
!

thrown over my head- 1'hou3h1' | was being ki napped. @ @@ @@

So many 3’1‘&3 of flowers and chocolates later, | asked them
what those were even for. Thekj slm(olﬂ looked at me Iike 'm stueid
(how RUDED and chireed that ’fhetj‘i‘e for show'mﬁ their 3ré’r't+ude
to me as their puppeteer.
\ wont lie and say theic intent didn't ’ruﬁ on the' heaﬁs’rﬂnﬂs but \ can’r
have their egos inflated much more than ’rheﬁ are.,

v v
Qﬁam \ don't realy mind valentine's 'Da\j but i€ fhat means

3€H\r\3 showered in dppreciation like this then it's
@ "- not all so bao\ \ Suess... v
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'.( 'PoPpef discovered a mgsferious
Vs path o\urins our wak in the woods.
( The\j had Just cun rbh’r intfo @ bush

1

N\ without me! it was so thick, the
f’ branches ke(o’r ﬂeﬁ'\nﬂ stuck in m‘:j
"‘\..\_’ coatl But on the other side of the

r.
4
J

/ ~ bush was this staircase o‘m3

| Upward; we couldnt see what it was &
N g lead'nnj Yoward, i A

e

_ | can't beleve that these are here
— > | |
Boa.f &;na Pass 5_} on the rock walls Wwere earvings of the Quietus,
= and what looked like people surrounding it.
Name » o;%w.o = su_ They §g\gmgé#j9‘bwﬁw9£§%lp.
Seat” ® ~ /W Wy

Poppet didn't §éem to care. It was looking at a

. couple of fowers growing on a nearbtj bush,
Theﬂ kind of locked like the Quietus, or rather, their features were very similar to it,
one had the shape, another had the color. /A y e &

[

But ’rhetj were not the same, 27 &5

VS ON

The staircase led to a hidden lake at the foot of the mountain, The pler seems
to be in 3000\ shape; it doesnt shake when | wak on it. :
Those same fowers £rom the Pafh seem to be 3row'tn3 around the lake shore.



/ Perhaps this used to be a place of worship for the Quietus. %9 %;ma

| would never expect fo see 3ome+h‘m3 like this in Elysium, ’fhouﬁh it would explain »

al of the fower symbolism that we're seeing, But past the 4fowers and the
carving nothing else here seems to remain of those days.

/ Even so, it would have been a waste i€ me and \1 ‘%-.’
Poppet had just left a{?’r%r confirming, ,,/"// Y %
—_— e ~ &

well relax around here for a bit before we continue on our Joume\j.




Toda\'j we arrived at a small town!

Atter loocking around for a whie, we

found a h’tk'lnﬁ path, Since we were in

the mood to explore, we followed it ke
real adventurers!

we  quickly reached a forest filed with

trees that | don't know the name of.

HI\C\{‘\S was fun, but it didnt
take long for us to come

~ face to face with our
first challenge: 8 -,E'tg br‘iaﬁ_é“;
| no more than wood and rope..

@@@&M@ﬁM@Alr

| wanted to try my best and make it to the
other side, but my legs wouldn't movew: The
only ’rh’lnﬁ | could do was hold on to the rope

on the side, afraid to £all off,
S P s v
ont pocket of his shirt and
easily made it over to the other sto\e.

After that we kept on Lualkll'B
for a whilke.

\ realy +hou3h’r it's no’rh‘nnﬂ :
more than waking T-T



l But all of the exhaustion was @orsoﬁen when we found this
| beautiful place to rest at a small cligfside, mMossy, water pouring

J down the rocks into small watecfals and & pool of clear blue |
| water that was deep enough fo be able to swim in. ”

| didn't know a waterfal was that loud,

more calming when octavio started humminﬂ to himself while he went to cool

off in the water.

W was so com@orﬁnﬂ, warmed up bfj the afternoon sun and surrounded btj

nature, o : o — T S

| dlmost el asiRepus \ But before | could £al asleep, | was hit by & wave of water.

A TR | What started as a litte pfank from octavio qu‘ncklﬂ turned

s A WML\ into o W@Qb | tried to use one of the small
PG 17 s Latecfals to Yy ao\vén’raSQ, success‘?ulltj SPlash‘tn3 the water

at octavio, The airwas filed with lau3h+er!

but it was nice to listen to. It qot even

On our way back we found a fower that we've never

seen before! & <
gg’r looked interesti with & reddish c%q)or and SP“‘H

Pehals.. Such a cool ower.gZ?

Today was exhausting but it was so much funl



(‘ | ‘ | | s, Theplace-weie-visiting-fodayis

\ 74 & : ( \ W2 e filed - with-beautiful plants, &
k/; - (,u & \ \"{\§ : You can smell fdowers wherever Ejou are!

s

- 2 (: l @
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9 we started waking curious
to see what the town has to offer,

After just & few minutes, we found a
park with al kinds of fowers, mak‘\ng us
eel ke we walked into & seeret garoRn:

| just couldnt hele but get one of the
pretty fowers for octavio. \ts color

reminded me of his eyes, & beautitul
shade of eink.

( He smiled when \ geve him the Qower and
held me Ue 2o | could put it in his hair.

Hidden Away in & corner, between smaller trees, we found stairs.
| don't ke stairs.. they are tall and hard to climb.

But | refused to let them beat me and made-it-4o
the top in the end!

we keet on walking for a whike, in awe of
how relaxing nature can be as we made
our way deeper into the forest.



After what £elt like an e’rem'\’r\j, we found... lanother staircase. Even octavio
raumbled something fike, ‘what,there-are-MoRE-stairsd' to himsel,

\ tried my best fo get up there, but My lgs just wouldnt do what '
| wanted them to. %e{-‘ore \ could gve up, My view shifted and |
had quickly been placed on octavio's shoulder. "

once we reached the fop, we checked out a big white buiding,|
| don't know what exacty it was, but we made it to the top
foor and took in the view from ue there.

Whait it

\t was ‘mcredib!é!

. We could see so far, the town
and ﬂea(‘btj city almost hidden behind
the <Lorest, The sun and clouds
painted nature in difterent shades of
. geen and brown and the air felt
fresher than ever before,

On our way back an idea
Lormed in rny head...

L\Jhﬂ walk down the stairs when you
can use +he'|\r, t:@il‘tns as a slide

It was a bit »fsfcla‘rj,’\ but that qu‘ncklg

turned info fun when | £eit the win

around me and heard octavios

| surprised laughter. !

W+ turns out stairs can ke fun-atter all



we JG‘-ouu'\c:\ some+h103 super\ cool

v

c[AJWE|

"octavio mentioned that it
was rare to £ind caves in
the Badiands; since Jrhetj‘re
normally covered in sand.

| wasnt sure € he was \')ok\nﬂ when he wanted to take a
look—it was com(ale’reM dark: and there was no 3uaran+ee
~ there would be anything inside. '

'BQ'I‘ what do Sou know?




There was a town on
the.other.side!

Completely abandoned
who-knows-when £or
'who—knows—whtj, but it
Was realy fun to look
around.

We had the entire-place to-ourseies, altho
how much longer thatll be true,

U3h \'m not sure

.\ couldve sworn | heard him mention someJrh'tr\ﬂ about free-real-estate,




| '-F'lnall\j homé!
’) \ have no idea where we ended

1 up or how we even qot there
¥ but we're both safe and sound!

‘} It was a very_green and humid

place, with lots of leaves and
(’) plants \d never seen before,
%

L O

. | r'
It mustve been at least fwenty minutes of

wanderinj but octavio insisted we werent-lost:
'm not sure how much | believe him.

we made it out thanks to a wateckal,



It was taller than most buildings, with enough water to il a river!
\t was honesﬂtj kind of scary up close, Do,
(#N

The plants were a lot denser at the riverside, ano\ it was difkicult to

walk around, but there-were-so radny fowers blooml“j that it
wasnt all bad c‘—:'\. e

Theg were realy PreHxJ

w?




My latest mission brouah+ me to a smal urban

J _ :
orefecture in XeOOkUN;, n what was SUPPOSED - il

to be a simple feld survey but turned into a full-
on cleanup of a Corrupﬁon Eeas’r nest,

:~
[

i e

Mothing that Poppet and | couldn't
rmManaqe, of course, o
After receiving our reward (with
additional fees for the extra work),
we stil had time before our return
trie. Honesﬂtj, \ would've Just waited it

i

out, but Poppet|rushed over) and pushed their

oPad into Yy face, full of pictures of the local
area's £ood.

Teeling my Sstomach rumble, | e.uppqsa_e_ci \ could

indulge in this litte.. sidequest. S

o

@ 5 ) Vi g o dit gut # X0

our 4 we_ was a homels coffee shop down the street,
\ had an infriguing but creative Siqn, which confused Poppet
| dbout whether the shop was actualy open. \ts elderltj owners
| warmly greeted us with their brunch speciat toasted bread
| =ernved with homemade butter and an orange espresso.

They even added |- @ teuid pue/d ~~) |
d Cup of wh'l(aped e — e 4 ;i

cream for Popeet. # |

For our atternoon meal, Poppet led me to
an-upscale-looking restaurant,

| was skeptical at first, but | was
sold after S‘:E’_eins Jrhetj had
Christmas decorations evergwhere.




we were serned severdl Qanr:ﬁ

dihes, but one dessect cote RN
stood out the most for me., P r \
It featured multicle ? -

sweets of various
colors, flavors and textures,

Al nea’rltj arranjed ke a bloomin
Qower Saro\en and the tastes bleno\lnﬁ —
harmon'touslﬁ 0 ry raouth,

! By evening | decided that Poppet and 1 would try
Xenokunian convenience store food. But!

nstead of just one, uoh\:) not go around
the block and sample ALL the stores
we could find? %3 the end of our
un, we bouﬁh’r S0 many snacks,
and Popeet lkarnt how to ask for
“fukuro' | from the store clerks.

=

fl
:\. =
W=

As a reward, | freated them to 504.2kh31a‘s Lavorite
snack: the }eﬁeno\anj convenience store Pudd'\nﬁ.

s F Zan
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Poppet later asked i we could come back here.
| scoffed and roujhltj patted their head.

‘we havent even left, and youre already wanting
to come back! Quite ﬁreedﬂl arent 30\3.“

| g3ve no response to their Pleao\103 eyes, but at

least | know.. both ot us realy think alike.

B .



The ocean in Anathema
‘ s realy_cold,

\d Qorﬁoﬁen that until
\ came here aﬂa\r\._

Funny-it doesnt seem to bother my poppets. For all their t_.gh}gt,og and
bﬁ,ﬂﬁl{‘_\a and bgrﬁa__'m_'@pﬁ to see this place for themsehes, \ was ex(oecﬂnﬂ
their hopes to be way too h'tﬁh for what they were about to see., \ ’rhouah’r
oot ’rh.etjo\‘ be eut off, rnaybe. At ’rhe very least a touch disappointed. 5

There arent any smooth shores to run alonq here, no soft
. sand to build a castie with or write MASTROE' on with & stick.

_ \ broui?:\’r them to saﬁs@tj their N3qqing curiosity and prove a
point: Anathema is a cadaver and a memorial, and nothing more.

- going ’rhrough the motiong, and even sitting in the sun, it's ch'tlltj. Q-
j \t's realy not much of a beach.
s DAy il A SN
Buf | quess that's(subiective, because as | wrife this, +he3‘re chittering
- ha(a(all3 from the rocks, comb'mﬂ the crevices and the tide pools for
hidden treasures, To rny le£t is a growing pile of shells: liHleeamins

+h1rlcjs, irfidescent Qraﬂmems -‘rhetj keep bringing me like peace otterings.

O The satt SpEray tfastes like ;_s’rer'ue_"___gél_u’rlor\,l the tide's Just °



O ”Proba.bltj Jfrfj‘“ﬁ to make up © . —
for that stunt ’rhetj puled in the A
water before, flailing around like | © 4 =t = .
‘rhexj were drowmnj until \ wao\eo\ ‘ -
in to rescue them-—not :
that +he3 needed it

| know & bad ploy
when | see one,

ﬁnﬂwaﬁ, oo im ir(-‘eﬂuaro\mﬂ wh\ch is to say, sitting in my soaked, heawy clothes,
wamnﬂ to drﬂ under the lukewarm sunltﬂh’r while the culprits BEHAVE Jrhemselves
cand +heﬂ know | mean that as a threat), Q:

we stil have a few hours of daﬂhﬂh‘r left, and 'm less than excited about mak‘nnﬂ the
dourneﬂ back +hrou3h the 3a+es to Eltjs.tum drnﬁamﬂ wet so \m in no hurr3 to leave ©

Just Yet. It's weird. | adualltj useo\ to hate this view, way back when, « 0
It always felt kind of; IoneI&j but +c>o\a§j... P~ N g \

Wel | was so busy keeping an eye on My (> 8\
poppets that | quess | forgot that, too. < (BN r< -~ 3




TRUST vo Poppe

Seriously, what a ?reak'tnﬁ daﬂ'
what a DAY Mow we're finally back on
the train and heading to our ACTUAL
destination-several hours LATE, mind
ou-l can take a minute to immortalize
- Rwe whole, annotjinﬂ tale. >~

This |e3 of our Journeﬂ WAaS
Always 30'\03 to be a long one,
so we had an early start,

| mean, fouroclock in-the rorning isnt eariy for ME, @@@@ @@
SRS

but we're on vacation! | wanted to sleep inl

So once we were on the train, | set an a|a'w_5_. on my phong,
shushed my poppets and rested My eyes for a bit-or it was
SUPPOSED tfo be, anyway,

But it wasn't ry alarm that woke me ug; it was the frains
conductor, shouﬁnﬁ End of the line"! :

ook 3t them & suking ike fhis wasnt fhe consequence of fhelr oun acfions >«(



worse, my phone battery was |dead+doubtiess drained by
certain someones using it for their baby sensory Sames-and

My poppets were nowhere to be seen, not inside the train or on

the platform in the middie of nowhere that wed stopeed at.

Thetj‘o\ Jus+ ditched me and wandered ofd

LUCKILY, the conductor told me the next train out of there wouldnt

\ be il the aGerrEQW 2o | had no’_rh‘t_oﬂ but tfime on ry hands to hunt

. AN
down those It‘rﬂezrra\‘rorsnf_’f P

£ f'
,-»- - e \/\/\"“* _"’ \’ A ;
N7 =W )
A couple of scraps of bric caught &
on the platform's fence led me into ’;?we =

nearby forest, where | picked up & singe ¢
) \ trail of crushed under3r0w+h. ) A | N4

(At least they stuck together. Smal rercies,| §
Hard cut to after THRTY MIBUTES of / A
frekking through the forest, tripping /%
over tree roots and getting my Sy 5
clothes caught on bushes, and s

\ Qnallg found them s(alas.h'mj D bC _/

around in some wateckal, \ 47

not & care in the Qreak'tns world! N

Theﬂ claimed they wanted to let me
‘eatehupronssieep’, but | don't buy it.
Mo one seemed particularly e morse£ul

on the very '_ﬁntj' UPS'\O\Q: we did make it back to the
train on time, and | found some eretty nice shots from
the o\aﬂ on My camera Cwhich +h23‘d also "sorrowed’).

Haybe Vi ?orﬂ'we them £or the truancy. Eventually,



‘9 B
2 %‘ Wl‘lll; o

E e i N N

) love. being & poppet. Especially ifs
g8 —ERTKS. =
For_example, this morning | woke ue §

- confused, t‘|‘(‘_hln3 to==Cos somefhlrﬂ
Rothered, | crawled inside the

8
Maestro's coat Pocke‘r,,_ that |

D familar warmth would calm  me. |
,\Suo\denlﬁ, Maestro P'ncked up the coa’rj!'
whlrhnﬁ me into this little advenmrg,,.---

/we first went to & wooden
“restaurant, Theircoffee smelled so
Sood | peeked out, curious. Maestro
got @ cup ¢ of course) and stood at
the terrace, looking over & majestic

river. \t was +em(aﬁn3 the Wway the

mMorning lBh’r laﬁed on the water, \
wanted to swim there, mayse | could
Jura—~

"T—'oPPe’r."--His voice £roze me in
Place. "Time to qo:'

Sheepish, | buried mis,er?
back in his pocket, ’»17

His steps were rhg’rhm’tc, com@grﬂoﬂ.
when everSJrhtnﬁ Wwas quiet, e
he dua me out, Save me A Pa‘l' W




o ad

1\ L " '\.‘j Th_e' dirt Pa’rh We were on was P
-' \ N sloping down, ined with jush vegetation,
oA B Gl B ; A distant rumblin sound grew info
) | :
" a roartn3 ﬁmno\er.

The trees opened tfo an @m@g@j view. Below was a b‘uﬁ wateckall
Maestro carefully waked down, pausing on & flat stone, taking in the ¢
LUl view. \ watched the r‘tp‘al'mj water, mesmerizea, L

‘Go ahead" | heard him say.
P i F R g P /

1’ \ JUMPQC\. L “\_J AN \%

.-

2 The cold water enﬂuﬁed r}\é. The\
[ adrenaline rush was the best {g_gl_'tnﬂ \ ;
’;f“g__\_(g_r. | started treading water, but slowl f N
| sank, My cloth bodtj $0aking up the liquid, P&
p ﬁo\m‘n"reo\lﬁ, | was eanicking but Maestro
| was with me. with a tug on my strings | &

. 'Qoated" on the water, Maesiro was |
{ 5m gowing fishing ]:_’”/
rod, its line attached to me, /

P — -

- —

™

He smiled.

| tested +read‘m3 the water 3gain. Mow it E’-
felt real, familiar, The strings went
unnoticed as \swamlike\d-seen do'tnﬁ it
ry whole. ke, Treestye, backstroke,
breaststroke, buﬁergﬁ, d‘tv_e;\ did all +he_
fricks | knew, | played to my heart's"
content,

AGter all that, | 1aid on the stone, dryi
under the sun, so fuKiled \ el asleep.! -

Ir current sitting in Maestros lag, looking
at the (-]UBQ clouds outside the plane
window, excited for a new adventure,




wel, it wasnt the ficst time | went E
outside, BUT; it had been a while
since | went out the last time.

He called me a ‘curious’ poppet
because | would go somewhere else
s‘rax"tnj at +h'tn35 while the other
poppeets would stand around.

\ don't P outside as much as the

others because | 'wander off" and

\'m “verﬂ hard to keep tfrack of
accord‘mj to Maestro.

\ dont know what any of that

means, but Im sure its a 3ood thing

bema A Ccurious PQ(?P&‘L— atter all :0

D D

g ‘e ;-w
ot

Hntjwatjs, Maestro decided to take me
| To a place that doesn't have sand, but &
TN grass and REALLY tall freesl i L.\
We waked the dict path and then we stumbled ':.
Across a wooden path with biﬂ 9epS in-between,

”

| Was scared of my foot je’rﬁn\cj cauSh+
and g0, | made a geme where | hogsed over

SRR . each 92p and crack!



oH | started to wander off and | ¥
found this really cool orange rock
rBh+ btj the water, | had an idea
A few minutes went by and
Maestro was calling out My name
until he 906“3 found me!

He geve me a funny look as he
saw the drawi o*? mMme on the

rock. But he did chuckle and took
this picture of My seﬂ-’-faoﬁra't’r! |

£

we continued our walk and \':hletl?s‘rp\‘;730me+hins

in the water. \ had no cue what it was but it

arted fo climb out of its h@kwﬁ spot \t was

- green, pointy, and it had ¢ 3 long tail | skipped
r'tﬂh‘f past Maestro and ran towards the
J?rieno\ltj, green ﬂ’flnﬁ to get & closer look-

except it turned out that the green thing was

htﬁ .. \t was 5Cc3(‘3...

we .fcr‘v;nished our wak and went back'
home. This was the best day ever
and | hope we do this again! ~




A band of poppeets and \\‘)us’r'
returned to our hotel after
meander'mﬂ beneath the canopy.

't was erety jrea’rl we folowed a

maﬁn'tﬁcem path +hrou3h the Junge 0
R 2nd saw all sorts of neat ‘rhir\33.
There were fowers and leaves and &'

& whole lot of green stufh, 2

B Around mio\o\atj, we discovered a
, stream,  and being Jr\*.c:rot,lﬁ\'ml
T unprepared for swimming | turne
~— to the poppeets for ideas,

one'br'iﬁh’r fittie eoppeet Po’tn’red out & natural br'tdje
made of large rocks that lifted out over the water's Vi
surface. | led the way of course, jumeing from
stone to stone, with eoppete ener3e+'lcaII3 n tow.
One of them got a littie too excited | HEE
and dove into the“water-to admire the
vegetation. T‘ne\:j made a very convincing
\ argument about the water bein
pleasantly cool and refreshin
so we all \')Uthed in after them.

An excellent ideal Unfortunately one that le€t me |
with very squelchﬁ, dampe socks, +hou3h, S0 NE
head pats for this poppet. So close! | had hak a
mind to lkave them behind as gunishment; but
the other poppets Just wouldn't 9o along with it
Ah well.maybe | can feed them Some’rh'\nﬂ
strange later at dinner instead, “




we continued ambling along the stream for a whie ™ £
after that, and eventualy came upon a wﬁe. -

The people there offered us a boat to

speed thin ags Up- | couldnt exactly refuse - ' | A7
theonyscouidd Unfortunately it was not w : T

a vessel fit for g0 many poppets) so L \N\/ N A\ R
a few had to continue b\j scampermﬂ alonﬂ +he shore | o

nearb\j From where \ sa’r in the captains seat ) had a clear Yl |-
view of fhem,sﬁu$lnn3*as the Junﬁle jo’r o\enser and o\enser r

\ didn't envy those land-locked (ao‘apem at aII

' almost certain one or two got +henws’rrﬁé> wouﬂ 30\4 $f a bad o{.‘

’ranjleo\ in the vines actually. |I |E
Perhaps well 9o back and fetch them in the mom\nj PE Oer here-

%%@mﬂuﬂ a@

q{% You ever seen an

frutesce
be??
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