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*Includes Sofa, Loveseat, cocktail table and two end tables (tables may vary). Limited Time O� er.

Family owned & operated in Grays Harbor since 1972
419 Wishkah Street, Aberdeen, WA • 360-532-2260

Monday - Saturday 10-6, Sunday 12-5

NO CREDIT FINANCING OR 12 MONTHS NO INTEREST on approved credit

SELECT ACCESSORIES 1/2 OFF IN TIME FOR THE HOLIDAYS

$388
PILLOWTOP

QUEEN
MATTRESS 

SET

                                HUGE MATTRESS SALE!
                             GREAT SELECTION OF MEMORY FOAM MATTRESSES!

                                *Manufacturer’s model clearance - limited to current inventory.

47 YEARS OF SERVING THE HARBOR 
W I T H  G UA R A N T E E D  L OW E S T  P R I C E S !

LARGE SELECTION OF RECLINERS IN STOCK!

SET

                                HUGE MATTRESS SALE!                                HUGE MATTRESS SALE!
                             GREAT SELECTION OF MEMORY FOAM MATTRESSES!

                                *Manufacturer’s model clearance - limited to current inventory.
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Winter festivals grace Grays Harbor
In the dark days of winter, 
Grays Harbor celebrates the 
holidays with festivals that help 
keep things merry and bright. 
Specialty foods, art and music 
are part of both celebrations – 
Winterfest in Aberdeen during 
the first weekend of December 
and the Festival of Lights in 
Montesano a week later.

Aberdeen’s Winterfest 
December 7 and 8
Started in 2016, Winterfest brightens 
up Aberdeen during the first whole 
weekend in December. Event organizers, 
Bobbi McCracken and Bette Worth of the 
Downtown Aberdeen Association, have 
planned a better-than-ever celebration for 
Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 7 and 8.

The events kick off with photos and 
breakfast with Santa from 9 to 11 a.m. 
at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 400 East 
First St. The breakfast is free for children 
12 and under and available on a donation 
basis for older children and adults. Photos 
with Santa are available for purchase. The 
Robert Gray Elementary School Glee Club 
will perform seasonal music.

Then from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. shoppers 
can attend the Holiday Market at the 
former Goldberg’s  building, 117 W. 
Wishkah. Dozens of vendors will offer 
food, handcrafted items and other gift 
items. Free cookies and hot cider will keep 
shoppers in the holiday spirit.

During the same time, gingerbread 
houses of all kinds will be on display across 
the street at the former Salvation Army 
thrift store, which will be all decked out to 
look like a gingerbread house itself!  Come 
see which individuals and businesses have 
put together winning entries!

A free holiday trolley 
will make loops 
throughout the day 
to take festival-goers 
to the various venues. 
In addition, the 
Salmonberry Ukulele 
group will perform.

Then at 7 p.m. the movie “Elf” will be 
showing at the D&R Theatre – free to the 
public. Concessions will be available.

On Sunday at 2 p.m. Grays Harbor’s 
Bishop Center 
for Performing 
Arts will present 
“Holiday Music” by 
Canadian musician 
Andrew Allen. 
The light-hearted 
holiday show is $15. 
However, children 
12 and younger 
are free.

Montesano’s Festival of 
Lights, December 13 – 15
“Whoo-ville” is the theme for Montesano’s 
33rd annual Festival of Lights, which is 
Grays Harbor County’s biggest winter 
holiday festival, packing multiple activities, 
events and concerts into three days that 
climax with the Grand Parade set for 6 p.m. 
Saturday.

This year’s schedule includes:

Friday, December 13
2 - 6 p.m.  – Art show featuring Ken Hurley at 
Whitney’s Chevrolet showroom. The western-themed 
art show will be featured throughout the festival.
6:30 - 8 p.m. – Live entertainment at the 
Montesano High School commons. Refreshments.
9 to midnight – Street dance on Marcy Street 
downtown, featuring The Bruce Hughes Band. $5

Saturday, December 14
7 - 11 a.m. – Pancake Breakfast with Santa at 
the Montesano Community Center. $7 a person, free 
for children 5 years and younger. 
8 a.m. – Santa’s Sweet Shoppe opens at the 
Montesano Community Center. Purchase goodies.
9 a.m. – Jingle Bell Jog – 2-mile fun walk or 12K 
race. Registration at MHS. Adults $20, children $15. 
The race begins on Pioneer Street. 
9 a.m. - 2 p.m. – Craft fair and Christmas 
Bazaar Junior High Gym and High School Commons. 
11 a.m. - 3 p.m. – Cookie decorating at the 
W.H. Abel Memorial Timberland Library.  
Noon - 5 p.m. – The Chehalis Valley Historical 
Museum, 703 W. Pioneer Ave., will provide activities 
and refreshments. 
3 - 7:30 p.m. – Cookie decorating, pictures 
with Santa for kids and furry friends at the Odd 
Fellow’s Building, Marcy and 1st streets.
3:30 - 5 p.m. – Scavenger Hunt Umpqua Bank. 
4 - 6 p.m. – Chowder Feed provided at the 
Montesano Fire Department. Donations appreciated.
4 - 6 p.m. – Santa’s Workshop at OCCU, 211 
Pioneer Ave. E., featuring kids’ crafts and snacks. 
4 - 7 p.m. – Homemade chili & cornbread at 
the Montesano Moose Lodge, 3 Monte-Elma Rd. $3.
4:30 - 7 p.m. Cocoa Factory at Montesano Fitness 
Center Studio, 125 S. Main St., Create your own cup of 
cocoa from the cocoa bar. Donations to a local charity.
5 - 6 p.m. Open House at the W.H. Abel Memorial 
Timberland Library, refreshments and live music.
6 p.m. – Grand Parade Angie Brown, grand marshal 
7 p.m. – Lighting of the Yule Log at Fleet Park.
7:30 - 8:30 p.m. – Live Nativity presented at the 
Montesano Presbyterian Church, 201 E. McBryde Ave.

Sunday, December 15
1 p.m. – Yule Log and Sing-along for the whole 
family at Schafer State Park. 
7 p.m.  – Christmas Cantata presented at United 
Methodist Church, 401 E. Spruce Ave.

A B E R D E E N  &  M O N T E S A N O

BY GAIL GREENWOOD AYRES



One coupon per customer. Cannot be combined with any other off er. Expires 8/31/19

CHEESEBURGER 
& DOMESTIC BREW
Served with your choice of fries, green salad, 
soup or cole slaw. Choice of Swiss, cheddar, 
bleu cheese crumbles or pepper jack cheese.

One coupon per customer. Cannot be combined 
with any other off er. Expires 2/28/20

FREE DESSERT

Choice Of Blackberry Cobbler 
& Baked Pie

With each purchase of two entreés

One coupon per customer. Cannot be combined 
with any other off er. Expires 2/28/20

FREE APPETIZER
With each purchase of two entrées
Steamer Clams • Coconut Prawns  Hot 
Wings  • Oyster Shooters  • Onion Rings • 
Calamari Rings and many more choices!

Enjoy one of the 16 great dinners & entrées 
featured at the Fishin Hole and receive a 2nd 
entrée of equal or lesser value for half price.

BUY ONE MEAL & GET 
ONE FOR HALF OFF

One coupon per customer. Cannot be combined 
with any other off er. Expires 2/28/20

Cust� �  Appreciati�  C� p� s!
All of us h� e at the Fishin 
H� e w ld like to thank 
y  f	  y r business and 
all the w� d� ful fishing 
st	 ies. We � e h� e f	  y !

Fishin H
 e
Management & Crew

BAR
Happy Hour
2 - 5 & 7 - Close

• Mojito & Mule Monday
• Taco Tuesday • All Day!
• Whiskey Wednesday
• Thirsty Thursday
• Fish Bowl Friday • All Day!

Open Monday - Friday at 12 
Saturday & Sunday at 11

103 W. Brumfi eld Ave.

Montesano
360.964.4109
TAKE OUT AVAILABLE

Open Everyday 
from 7 AM
Breakfast

Lunch
Dinner

Chicken Almond Bacon Salad

Find us on facebook!

Eggs Benedict • New York Steak • Rainbow Trout

FAMILY 
RESTAURANT

VALUABLE COUPON

VALUABLE COUPON

VALUABLE COUPON

Cust� �  Appreciati�  C� p� s!
All of us h� e at the Fishin 

y  f	  y r business and 
all the w� d� ful fishing 

Eggs Benedict • New York Steak • Rainbow Trout

RESTAURANT

One coupon per customer. Cannot be combined 
with any other off er. Expires 2/28/20

VALUABLE COUPON



In poetry, words are 
strung together to form 
images and ideas. A poet 
will use rhythmic patterns, 
flowing lines, imagination 
and evocation to create a 
poem. Tokeland resident 
Jeffro Uitto uses driftwood 
as a poet would use words. 
The textures, rhythms and 
majesty of his work combine 
to elicit strong emotions. 
His work is stunning. 
While Uitto used to primarily craft 
furniture, now he devotes his time 
and artistic energy to  fashion 
sculptures depicting wildlife using 
driftwood as his medium. Recently 
he created a nearly life-size sculpture 
of an elephant head in a fascinating 
months-long process. 

When the artist looks at a piece of 
driftwood he sees something that 
others don’t. “I am seeing gestures, 
energy and movement inherent in the 
wood that I am compelled to bring 
out,” Uitto said. It’s that unique vision 
that has allowed Uitto to make a living 
from his art since high school.

Uitto was brought up by his Harley-
riding grandmother in the same house 
where he lives today. He attended 
Ocosta High School and is still friends 
with some of his former teachers. 

5

6

Jeffro Uitto’s Safari on the South Beach
STORY AND PHOTOS BY MARGUERITE GARTH

As a teenager he reconnected with his 
mom who lives in Grayland. And recently, 
he met his father for the first time.

When he attended Ocosta, Uitto spent 
most of his time in the woodworking 
class there. His prescient teachers 
recognized his immense talent, letting 
him slide on his other classes, he said. 

“Jeffro was a one-of-a-kind student,” 
recalled his former woodworking 
teacher, Ed McNett of Westport. “He 
wasn’t the type of person you 

told what to do 
or build. You just 
waited to see what 
he would come up 
with next. He was 
very upbeat and 
focused in class.

(Continued on page 10)

S O U T H  B E A C H
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Jeffro’s studio



Artist Jeffro Uitto crafted a huge 
elephant head from driftwood inside his 
Tokeland studio. The photos capture the 
process: 1. Gathering wood and ideas, 
2. Selecting the tusks, 3. Building a 
structure to support the head, 
4. Removing wood to reduce the weight 
of the piece, 5. Starting to form the 
head, 6. Head off the floor and taking 
shape, 7. Refining the eye, 8. Working on 
the ears, 9. Positioning the tusks

1
2

3

4

7

8
9
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Jeffro’s elephantine process continues: 
10. Creating interior support, 
11. Finishing interior support, 
12. Finished! 13. On display at the 
Ohana Festival, Dana Point, Calif.

10
11

12

13
Below, Jeffro’s crane pieces are popular with 
collectors. He adds a second crane and moon 
to this work.    

“I am amazed at how he can take 
a pile of driftwood and transform 
it into the masterpiece that he 
does. I’m extremely proud of him 
and his work,” McNett said.

As an adult, finding peace and 
stability in his home life has been 
important to Uitto. He has found 
serenity with his partner, Zela 
Dove and their two daughters, 
Timber and Leah.
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Jeffro Uitto
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“We help you design the 
   kitchen of your dreams.”

• Design
• Custom cabinetry 
• Quartz & Granite counter tops
Tuesday – Friday 9-5, Saturdays 10-3, 
Sunday & Monday by appointment.

“We appreciate the level of professionalism and experience Keith brought to our kitchen remodel. His passion for 
design is contagious! He was great to work with ... Our � nal result is a beautiful kitchen, exactly as we envisioned.”

–– a happy customer

Keith German . K & J Designs
2702 Simpson Ave. Hoquiam WA
360-589-7323 . kandjdesigner.com

360.538.9747 . 1956 Riverside Ave., Hoquiam WA
Open 7 Days a Week

Located at the Grays Harbor Farmers Market

    1956 Riverside Ave., Hoquiam WA

• Pie 

• Mu� ins 

• C� kies

• Pastries  

• Jam • Bread 

• Granola 

• Ci� amon Ro� s

ARTS 
CRAFTS 
BAKERY 

DELI 
PRODUCE

Voted 

BEST 
Pies 
in Grays Harbor!

He draws creative inspiration from his 
relationships and nature, he said.

“A lot of my friends inspire me. Zela 
Dove always inspires me. She has a great 
eye and the work always has a better 
outcome when she is involved. Growing 
up here definitely had a huge impact, 
surrounded with nature, creating my 
own opportunity and entertainment 
within this magic place.”

From inception to completion, watching 
Uitto’s months-long creative process 
as he constructed an elephant’s head, 
allowed step-by-step glimpses into his 
imaginative, resourceful genius. 

“Jeffro is a true artist. His work is 
exquisite,” said Kelly Boodell of  
Tokeland. She is one of many art lovers 
who have discovered Uitto’s work and 
collect it to display in their homes. 

Whatever he creates, the finished result 
is pure poetry. 

Jeffro Uitto’s work can be seen on 
display at Tokeland Hotel, North 
Cove Bar and Grill, Westport Winery 
and Cranberry Road Winery. He can 
be reached at www.jeffrouitto.com, 
facebook.com/jeffrouitto, @jeffro_art, or 
by email at jeff_ro@live.com.

Timber, Jeffro and Zela pose with a driftwood arch.
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2581 Westhaven Dr  Westport   360 268-7380       105 Chance a la Mer   Ocean Shores   360 289-2847
O P E N  DA I LY     11:00 Monday-Friday    10:30 Saturday & Sunday 

Westport location

Crab Cakes

Salmon Caesar Cheeseburger Westport locationCheeseburgerCheeseburger

December 7 & 8
Downtown Aberdeen
Saturday, Dec. 7
Breakfast with Santa 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, First & G Streets. 
Holiday Market
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 117 W. Wishkah. 
Gingerbread House Contest & 
Display 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 118 W. Wishkah
Music & Entertainment: “Elf”
the movie, 7 p.m. D&R Theatre, FREE.
Sunday, Dec. 8 
Andrew Allen “Holiday Music”
2 p.m. Bishop Center for Performing Arts 

www.WinterfestAberdeen.com



A stunning young voice can be 
heard on the Harbor. 

Accompanying herself on the piano, 
18-year-old singer/songwriter Amanda 
Ransom delivers excellent covers of Sara 
Bareilles and Adele songs and other 
favorite pop-soul/ R&B singers. She easily 
switches to rowdier pieces when called 
for. Amanda also performs her own 
songs. The Harbor may be witnessing the 
start of an exciting career.

Rather than being fashionably negative, 
Amanda sparkles with positive energy. 
This is all the more amazing considering 
that life has not always been easy for her.

The Wisconsin native began classical 
piano lessons at age 10 when her family 
moved to Kirkland, Wash. “Classical music 
wasn’t my favorite,” Amanda recalled. 
“But it was good for me to learn to read 
music and especially to learn about 
chords. I wanted to be a singer and the 
chords bridged the piano and the singing.”

Sadly, her piano lessons stopped when 
financial hardship forced the family of six 

to live in a trailer in Yamhill near Portland. 
“It was awful; it was so cold,” she said. 
“There was no space for playing 
my keyboard.”

Finally, the family purchased a 
dilapidated house on a beautiful lot in 
the Wishkah Valley. Later they bought a 
nice home on an adjacent lot. Another 
setback hit when Amanda’s mother, Jen, 
was diagnosed with a brain tumor. This 
tragic news made the young musician 
stagnant for a while. “She’s doing okay 
now,” she said with a sigh. “She is still alive.”

Living in the trailer, Amanda was 
desperate to resume her piano playing. 
Her mother put up canvas walls for 
insulation in a room of the broken-down 
house on their property. Here Amanda 
could finally play her keyboard again. 
She has posted recordings of that time 
on YouTube. Take away the canvas 
background, add some glitter and sound 
quality, and you can see an amazingly 
accomplished performance with 
confident vocals and piano.

At 12, she wrote her first song. “I like to 
write intimate ballads – deeply felt. My 
first good songs were sad post breakup 

FLEDGLING GRAYS HARBOR SINGER/
SONGWRITER PREPARES TO FLY

BY CHRISTINE VINCENT     PHOTOS BY V.A. DAVIS

(Continued on page 15)
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Delicious food 
with a � air!

Soups . Salads . Sandwiches . Pastries . Desserts . Espresso .  Wine

 Tuesday-Friday 6am - 6pm • Saturdays 6am - 4pm • 360.249.8150 
315 W Pioneer Ave, Montesano, WA • www.savoryfaire.com

H A R B O R  B L O O M S
Vo t e d  B e s t  F l o r i s t  i n  G r a y s  H a r b o r

118  E .  H e r o n  S t r e e t ,  A b e r d e e n 
360 .532 .0300 • harborb looms . com

201 E WISHKAH ST, ABERDEEN • 360.532.6280
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TUES. - FRI. 10-5:30 • SAT. 10-3

YOUR GIFT HEADQUARTERS FOR REAL GIFTS SINCE 1926



“It changed my life,” she said. “Sara is 
such a wonderful performer with a 
phenomenal stage presence. I cried. 
There was a moment when Hunter 
returned from the bathroom and 
thought he heard me singing.”

Amanda’s mother brought her into 
contact with Wil Russoul of Stone 
Soup Artists and the Play it Forward 
scholarship and instrument program. 
The new director of the Aberdeen Main 
Street Program, Russoul is working to 
establish a music district in downtown 
Aberdeen that includes connecting 

businesses with musicians to perform 
on their premises. She is grateful for 
his support, for including her in one of 
his performances, for getting her gigs, 
and – very important for an aspiring 
professional musician – for his 
business advice.

At 17, Amanda began to perform at 
Tinderbox Coffee Roasters in downtown 
Aberdeen. In the intimate space of 
Tinderbox, she sang mellow versions of 
pop songs. When she began to perform 
at nearby Mount Olympus Brewing with 
its larger and noisier atmosphere, she 
adapted her repertoire to include faster, 
upbeat songs. “At Last” by Etta James, 
“Jolene” by Dolly Parton, and “Power of 
My Love” by Elvis were favorites. 

In 2017, the Grays Harbor music scene 
received an invigorating boost with the 
opening of The Garage Music and Arts 
Center at The Shoppes at Riverside Mall. 
Founded by JR Lakey and Kelly Durham, 
The Garage offers music workshops, 
rehearsal spaces and a performance 
venue as well as retail music supplies. 
Amanda was in the right place at the 
right time – in Lakey’s jazz choir at Grays 
Harbor College. The Garage director 
encouraged his talented student to 
participate in the Bridge Music Project. 

Hosted by The Garage, The Bridge offers 
eight-week sessions for crafting an 
original song, which is then recorded 
in a traveling studio. Bridge director 
Bobby Williams introduced Amanda to 
guitarist Joshua Holman and tenor Elliot 
Loudenback. Together they formed the 

band Just Us. Holman and Loudenback 
wrote the song “Emerald City,” which they 
recorded with her. Just Us performed the 
song at the college, the Westport Winery, 
the Summer Music Festival at Sam Benn 
Park in Aberdeen, and the Brats, Brews 
and Beer Festival in Olympia.

Amanda Ransom enjoys performing 
cover songs, but hopes to eventually 
perform and record her original songs. 
She is grateful for the help she has 
received from many people but her key 
supporter remains her mom, who would 
often tell her: “You have the power to go 
somewhere but it’s completely up to you 
to get it going.”

Recently her mother secretly nominated 
Amanda for a contest by South Sound 
Sound recording studio in Shelton. 
Amanda won a four-hour recording 
session, enough time for two songs. She 
plans to take “Old Habits Die Hard” there.

Amanda Ransom will be performing at 
Mount Olympus Brewing from 6 to 8 
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 27 (the day before 
Thanksgiving); on Sunny 102.1 at 9 a.m., 
Dec. 20, singing Christmas songs with 
other artists, and at Tinderbox Coffee 
Roasters from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Dec. 7 
during Aberdeen’s Winterfest 2019. Visit her 
Facebook page: amandaransommusic

love songs. Looking back I realize that it 
was a little unrealistic to write about my 
dating experience at age 16.” 

The catchy “Old Habits Die Hard” falls into 
that category. She wrote and taped the 
entire piece in 45 minutes. Songs don’t 
always come that easily. Amanda labors 
to discover them from deep within her. 
Her newest song is about temporary 
feelings, mood swings, something she 
experiences often. “I ultimately write 
songs for myself and hope that the 
audience will like them, too.”

While she grew up with classic rock 
including The Beatles, Elton John and 
The Black Crowes, today her biggest 
inspiration is Sara Bareilles. Amanda’s 
beautifully modulated voice, even her 
mannerisms, betray a close study of 
her idol. She recently attended a Sara 
Bareilles live concert in Portland with her 
boyfriend Hunter.

(Continued from page 13)

“You have the power 
to go somewhere but it’s 
completely up to you 

to get it going.”
– Amanda’s Mom
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Aberdeen provides a startling lesson 
in contrasts. Thousands of tourists pass 
through town each year on their way 
to the beaches, averting their eyes 
from panhandlers and the boarded-
up windows in the downtown core.  

And yet, a closer look shows a vibrant 
cultural life, with art gracing nearly 
every corner.

For example, if those same tourists pull 
into the City Center Drug parking lot at 
the intersection of Wishkah Street and 
Broadway, they will find themselves 
in an astonishing gallery of public 
art. Jenny Fisher’s “Kelp Forest“ mural 
stretches along the drugstore wall, a 
profusion of color that pulls visitors 
into the mystical depths of the ocean. 

Across Wishkah Street, Douglas Orr’s 
“Bubbles“ float along the side of the 
D&R Theatre. And half a block west, Erik 
Sandgren’s “Nirvana and Aberdeen“ 
mural offers a 1990s time capsule on the 
wall of Moore’s Interiors.

In fact, a one-mile stroll around 
downtown Aberdeen takes you past at 
least 10 outdoor murals. Start with the 

fanciful “Star Wars“ mural on 
the wall of Sucher & Sons Star 
Wars Shop. Then wander past 
walls filled with history, the 
natural world, native culture 
and modern Harbor life. Bonus 
murals line the alleyways. 
Pick up a “Murals on the Map” 
brochure at the Aberdeen 

Timberland Library, 121 East Market St., 
to give you more details as you walk.

The murals found their start in 1988, with 
a state grant to celebrate the Washington 
Centennial. That grant sponsored 
the 10 original murals in Aberdeen, 
including the now restored “History of 
Transportation“ painting at the Transit 
Station. Twenty-five years later, with the 
originals in disrepair, Sylvia and Michael 
Dickerson spearheaded an effort to 
restore some of the aging murals and 
commission more.

“We know from experience that the way 
you turn a city around is to focus on the 
arts,” explained Michael Dickerson. Sylvia 
agreed, adding, “Public art celebrates the 
community. It soothes the soul of the 

Building a vibrant community through art
BY JULIANA WALLACE
PHOTOS BY RICK MOYER
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Jenny Fisher, in front of “Kelp Forest“ (City Center Drug). 
“The Immigrants,“ by Jenny Fisher (Union Gospel Mission).

“A Walk in the Park,“ by Douglas Orr (State Street off ramp of the Chehalis River Bridge). Ph
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people who live here, and it advertises 
our history and our psyche to the people 
passing through.”

For Orr, the murals blend his dual 
passions for art and community service. 
“Public art can act as an economic driver,” 
he said. “But more importantly, I love 

“Public art celebrates the 
community. It soothes the 
soul of the people who live 
here, and it advertises our 
history and our psyche to the 
people passing through.”

– Sylvia Dickerson

City Center 
Drug

Moore’s 
Interiors

Star Wars
Store

3

“Star Wars,“ by Hans Rehder 
(Sucher & Sons Star Wars Shop)

“History of Transportation in Grays 
Harbor,“ by Jenny Fisher 
(Aberdeen Transit Center)

“Bubbles,“ by Douglas Orr 
(D&R Theatre)

“Kelp Forest,“ by Jenny Fisher 
(City Center Drug)

“Nirvana and Aberdeen,“ by Erik 
Sandgren with Anthony James 
Cotham, Dominic Senibaldi, Jason 
Sobottka and David Wall 
(Moore’s Interiors)

“Kape’ Jiluupak,“ 
by Guy and Cecil Capoeman 
(215 South K Street, across from Safeway)

“Hands and History,“ by Douglas Orr 
(120 West Heron)

“A Walk in the Park,“ by Douglas Orr 
(State Street off ramp of the Chehalis 
River Bridge)

“Grays Harbor: A Maritime History,“ 
by Jenny Fisher (Billy’s Bar & Grill)

“The Immigrants,“ by Jenny Fisher 
(Union Gospel Mission)

Bonus: Take a walk across the Chehalis 
River bridge to see the historic mural 
on Swanson’s Grocery, painted by 
Bob McCausland and Gavin Miller.

Chehalis 
River 

Bridge
approach

Walking tour of downtown 
Aberdeen’s outdoor murals
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7
Douglas Orr in front of “Hands and History,“ 
(120 West Heron). Below is his imaginative, 
“Bubbles,“ (D&R Theatre).

“Kape’ Jiluupak,“ by Guy and Cecil Capoeman 
(215 South K Street, across from Safeway).

6

my city, and I want young people to 
stay here. We don’t need to preach to 
them about the value of community.  
We need to show them. And we can 
do that through art.”

11

11

(Continued on page 19)

5

Photo courtesy of Douglas Orr

              WINTER 2019 - 2020                 Coastal Currents MAGAZINE                   17



18                    Coastal Currents MAGAZINE                                                 WINTER 2019 - 2020                                                                      www.Coastal-Currents.com

COUPON

Grizzly Den, Hoquiam. Coastal Currents Magazine coupon. 
1 coupon per visit per customer. Expires 2/28/20

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE

Any Ice Cream ItemCOUPON

Grizzly Den, Hoquiam. Coastal Currents Magazine coupon. 
1 coupon per visit per customer. Expires 2/28/20

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE

Burger Basket

300 W. Emerson Avenue Hoquiam • 360-537-9840

Open Daily
10:00am 
to  9:30pm

Sunday 
11am-9:00pm

Burgers
Chicken

Sandwiches
Seafood

Salad
Appetizers
Kid’s Meals
Ice Cream

of equal or lesser value of equal or lesser value

SIDING • ROOFING • RE-ROOFING • ROOF REPAIR • ROOF MAINTENANCE/CLEANING • WINDOWS/DOORS

Quality Workmanship Since 1967
Our Schedule Fills Fast, CALL TODAY!

360.532.7335

VA
LU

AB
LE

 CO
UP

ON With $1800* sq. ft. 
Complete Roofing Systems
Call Now 360.532.7335
* Coupon must be presented at proposal 
signing. Offer not valid with other 
discounts. 1800 sq. ft. minimum or larger.

Whether you need professional roofing, window or siding 
services, you can count on our experts at A-1 Roofing 
in Grays Harbor, WA.

360.532.7335 • A1RoofingNW.com
Expires 2/28/20 • Coastal Currents Magazine



 www.Coastal-Currents.com                                                                   WINTER 2019 - 2020                                                 Coastal Currents MAGAZINE                   19

5

That sense of community includes 
citizens from all walks of life. For instance, 
Fisher treasures a macramé hanging 
given to her by a homeless man who 
befriended her while she painted. “In 
reality, I was painting the wall of his 
living room,” she said. Another group 
of people experiencing homelessness 
took up a collection and handed it to the 
artists to express their appreciation.

Aberdeen’s murals offer a glimpse into 
local culture, a praise to the wonders the 

“Nirvana and Aberdeen,“ (above) by Erik Sandgren with Anthony James Cotham, 
Dominic Senibaldi, Jason Sobottka and David Wall  (Moore’s Interiors).
“Kelp Forest,“ (below) by Jenny Fisher (City Center Drug). 

“Hands and History,“ (left) 
by Douglas Orr (120 West Heron).

Harbor has to offer. Whether you discover 
a rich history in the murals along Heron 
Street or simply let yourself drift into the 
endless summer afternoon of Orr’s “Walk in 
the Park,” the murals will lift your soul. 

(Continued from page 17)
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Greg & Judy McHugh 
welcome you to come 

visit the store. We 
appreciate all the 

friends & neighbors 
who have voted us 

BEST FURNITURE 
STORE in Grays Harbor 

in 2019 ... making 
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Grays Harbor Opera Workshop presents

“The Magic Flute” 
January 11 & 12 

Saturday 7:30 p.m., Sunday 2:00 p.m. 
All tickets $12, 12 & under free
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professional theater staff, Art Oestreich 
and Matt Mahon. 

The first year the ensemble performed 
scenes and arias from various operas. 
That was followed by Gilbert and 
Sullivan’s “Trial by Jury.” Two years ago a 
fully staged version of “Amahl and the 
Night Visitors” was performed; then came 
Mozart’s “The Impresario,” Humperdinck’s 

BY GREGORY E. ZSCHOMLER

to present 
  “The Magic Flute” 

  at Bishop Center 

“Hansel and Gretel,” and, finally, “Pirates 
of Penzance” by Gilbert and Sullivan.

The Opera Workshop is a college and 
community partnership performed by 
students, faculty and community members 
at the college’s world-class Bishop Center 
for the Performing Arts. Participants can 
take the workshop for college credit if 
they’d like, but that’s not required.

The 2019-2020 Winter show, Jan. 11 and 
12, is a condensed English version of 
Mozart’s fairy tale “The Magic Flute” and 
features about 30 cast members. Cast 
members range in age from 13 years old 
to senior citizens. About two-thirds of 
the ensemble are returning performers 
from a previous opera, 30 percent are 
students and half of the cast is under the 
age of 20. But, don’t think that the age of 
the cast, or their non-professional status, 
means a shoddy show. Oh, no, no, no! 
Hearing them sing is jaw-dropping. 

Second year music education student 
Ryan Urvina, who plays Tamino, a lead, is 
in his third opera at GHC. “I enjoy opera 
so much,” said the twenty-something. “It’s 
losing its touch with modern music (so) 
it’s fun to make it (work) for today.”

And, if this production is anything like 
the previous, audiences of all ages are 
going to be tickled and awed.

“The goal,” said Ian, “is to present a story 
for kids to enjoy. It’s a fantasy opera of 
fun!”  He said he didn’t want to give too 

hen you think of opera you
               might have visions of the Met 

Fifth Avenue in New York City, 
but did you know there is opera in Grays 
Harbor? Ian Dorsch and his wife, Joy, 
have seen to that. Ian is a Grays Harbor 
College (GHC) vocal and music professor, 
who graduated from Aberdeen High 
School, returned to the Harbor after his 
college music education and got to work 
on some serious music.

“I left Grays Harbor as this punk kid 
thinking I was going to become a rock 
star,” said Ian. Instead, he ended up 
in the music department at Western 
Washington University where he says 
classical and choral music changed his 
life. Now the GHC professor is changing 
other lives. “I get a lot of joy seeing 
students go through the discovery of 
what I went through.”

When he and Joy returned to the Harbor 
in 2004, Ian quickly swung into action, 
directing the Civic Choir from 2005-2012 
and the Grays Harbor Chamber Singers.

It wasn’t until 2016 that he initiated 
the Opera Workshop and its accessible 
presentation, in English, interpreted 
through a modern, American lens. A 
collaborative effort, Ian said he directs 
the big group and staging while Joy 
coaches performers’ vocal technique one 
on one. They are assisted in staging by 
the Bishop Center for Performing Arts’ 
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The ensemble for GHC’s production of 
“The Magic Flute” rehearses around the 
the grand piano played by Ian Dorsch.

G R A Y S  H A R B O R
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much away because there are a couple 
of plot twists. The witty and moving tale 
has light triumphant over darkness and 
love conquering all. 

The production will be staged, with 
projected scenes created by student 
Analei Holt, who plays The Queen of 
the Night, a lead. An art major, Analei 
is a talented artist, singer and actor 
who hopes to work for an animation 
company or perform theater. 

Analei, who also created the scenic 
paintings for last year’s “Pirates,” said, 
“ ‘The Magic Flute’ has always been one 
of my favorite operas and having the 
opportunity to not only be singing the 
most iconic soprano role in opera, but 
to also be designing the backdrops and 
costumes? It’s a dream come true and I 
cannot wait for the finished product.”

Andy Blake, a GHC psychology major 
and first soprano in the ensemble said, 
“Opera Workshop opened my eyes up 
to a genre of music I hadn’t considered 
(that) I found I have a passion for.” Andy 
had the part of Isabelle in “Pirates” and is 

thinking about sticking around GHC for an 
extra two years of music.

The Bishop Center always has something 
top-notch going on to entertain and 
educate. (See sidebar.) Many shows and 
concerts, like the Opera Workshop 
production (and unlike larger city venues) 
are priced affordably for families 
(and often free for students). Tickets 
for January’s “The Magic Flute” can be 
purchased at www.ghc.edu/bishop or by 
calling (360) 538-4066.

All the productions and presentations 
are intended to open the eyes (and ears) 
of all. “That’s a major goal of ours,” said 
Ian, “not just to make entertainment – 
it needs to be entertaining – but to 
evangelize for this type of music.”

For more information, 
follow the Opera 
Workshop on its 
Facebook page. 

Upcoming Events
The Bishop Center for the Performing Arts has 
a variety of offerings this winter. They include: 

GHC Jazz Concert • December 5 • 7:00 p.m. 
Featuring the GHC Vocal Jazz and Jazz Band
Tickets $5, 12 & under free

Andrew Allen • December 8 • 3:00 p.m.
Singer/songwriter • Tickets $15, 12 & under free 

Grays Harbor Civic Choir and Concert Band 
December 15 • 3:00 p.m. Tickets $12, 12 & under free

Grays Harbor Opera Workshop production of 
“The Magic Flute” • January 11 & 12
Saturday 7:30 p.m., Sunday 2:00 p.m. 
All tickets $12, 12 & under free 

Grays Harbor Jazz Festival •  January 16
School jazz musicians 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Free
Evening show 7:00 p.m. All tickets $10, 12 & under free

“Call Mr. Robeson” • February 1 • 7:00 p.m. 
A one-man play. All tickets $15, 12 & under free

Spring Musical “Oliver” GHC Drama Department
March 6, 7, 8, 13, 14 & 15  Friday, Saturday 7:30 
p.m., Sunday 2:00 p.m.  • Adults $25, Seniors $22
Students $12, 12 & under $10
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Production photos by Keith Krueger

Grays Harbor Opera Workshop productions,  
“Amahl & the Night Visitors,” “Hansel & Gretel” 
and “Pirates of Penzance.” 

Ryan Urvina                            Andy Blake                               Analei Holt                              Set design work by Analei Holt

Joy and Ian Dorsch flank their 
daughter Emma on the set of 
“Amahl & the Night Visitors.” 



24                    Coastal Currents MAGAZINE                                                 WINTER 2019 - 2020                                                                      www.Coastal-Currents.com

Purchase 
tickets at  

ghc.edu/bishop   
360.538.4066

GH Opera WorkshopGH Opera Workshop

4th Annual

Civic choir & 
Concert Band

December 15
Sunday, 2:00 p.m.

All ti ckets $12, 12 & under free

January 11, 12
Saturday, 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, 2:00 p.m.
All ti ckets $12, 

12 & under free

Bishop Center 
for the Performing Arts
tickets make 
great gifts!

January 16
Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

All ti ckets $10, 12 & under free

1620 Edward P. Smith Dr. Aberdeen, WA 98520

February 1
Saturday, 7:30 p.m.

All ti ckets $15, 12 & under free

Buy Tickets NOW for the 
Spring Musical, March 6-15, 2020

Sponsored by Ingram, Zelasko & Goodwin, LLP

Sponsored by
Gary Morean

               Call today for your FREE ESTIMATE!
Most installation completed in under 30 days. Great Financing Available. 

Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

Serving you for over 55 years with 
the BEST quality & workmanship!

Independent 
TRANE Dealer

“Dedicated to your comfort”

Call today for your FREE ESTIMATE!

Your Home Should Be Comfortable All Year Long
CSM Heating & Cooling is Here to Make That Happen!



A  young father looking for something 
to do outside the home was the impetus 
for the creation of one of Grays Harbor’s 
most popular and well-reviewed 
restaurants – Samurai Sushi Bar & Grill 
in Aberdeen.

On a recent Saturday night all of the 
restaurant’s 48 seats were full.  Patrons 
included high school students dressed 
in tuxes and gowns for a formal dance, 
families with young children, older 
couples on date nights and several 
regulars sitting at the sushi bar ordering 
their “usual.” In addition, people 
periodically popped in to collect their 
take-out orders.

Owner Sun Il Kim, 32, is modest about 
the restaurant’s success. “I think it is partly 
luck. I wasn’t expecting much. I needed 
something to do and I figured if I have a 
restaurant we will at least be able to eat.”

Born in Korea, Kim moved to the 
United States by himself as a 17-year-
old to attend high school in Olympia. 

After graduating, he attended Eastern 
Washington University in Cheney, where 
he earned a business management 
degree. While he was a college student, 
he worked at a sushi restaurant in 
Spokane, where the head chef taught 
him the trade.

In 2014, his wife, Katherine, was offered 
a job with the Aberdeen School District 
as a school counselor.  Shortly after, the 
couple learned they were expecting their 
first child so they decided to put down 
roots and buy a house in Aberdeen.  Kim 
worked at his translating business from 
home and was able to care for their 
infant son.

When their son was about one-year-old, 
Kim started looking for a job in business, 
but after months of unsuccessful 
searching, he decided to start his own 
business.  When he discovered the 
available space at 327 West Wishkah St., 
which had been a sandwich shop, he 
knew he had found the right spot for 
his sushi restaurant. He put his business 
smarts to work, carefully creating a 

business plan and then adding plenty 
of elbow grease to paint and panel the 
room and construct the bar.

Finally on January 15, 2016, everything 
was ready for a soft opening. To say 
that things didn’t get off to a great start 
is a bit of an understatement. Fifteen 
minutes before the doors were to open 
to a waiting line, his chef severely cut his 
little finger and immediately headed to 
the hospital. He never returned to the 
restaurant.  That night the doors opened 
on time anyway, and later Kim had to 
scramble to find a new chef.   

“Things were pretty hectic for a while 
so we never ended up having a grand 
opening,” he said. “But, people have 
found us and we have been warmly 
welcomed.  Customers have told us that 
they are grateful we are here and that we 
are a nice addition to the town.” 

Not only is the food noted for being 
delicious, Kim and his two other chefs, 
Michael Harris and Austin Prosch, create 
dishes that are a feast for the eyes.

ABERDEEN’S SAMURAI SUSHI BAR & GRILL 
IS A FEAST FOR THE EYES TOO

BY GAIL GREENWOOD AYRES

(Continued on page 26)
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Samurai Sushi Bar & Grill’s food is as beautiful as it is tasty. Below, owner Sun Il Kim is with by his other chefs, Michael Harris, left, and Austin Prosch.
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“There is a Korean saying that loosely 
translates ‘Better looking food is better 
tasting food,’”  Kim said. “People eat sushi 
with their eyes first. And it is easy to 
make the presentation beautiful because 
there are lots of different colors to work 
with in sushi. It looks charming and 
desirable to eat.”

The creation of sushi rolls looks anything 
but easy, which leads some patrons 
to favor sitting at the bar to watch the 
chefs as they deftly create edible art. The 
attractiveness of the food is also a plus 
in this social media world, Kim noted. 
Phones are often brought out to capture 
the meal before it’s consumed.

For those who haven’t tried sushi, Kim 
suggests starting with a roll that includes 
tuna or salmon, because for most people 
those are familiar tastes. Samurai Sushi‘s 
best-selling sushi is the “Westport.” It is 
a good “sushi gateway roll” for someone 
without much sushi experience, Kim 
jokes. It includes imitation crab (made 
from pollock), cream cheese, avocado 
and salmon, seared with house honey 
sauce and served with ginger and wasabi 
on the side. It is delicious.

But the restaurant offers more than 
sushi rolls; the extensive menu includes 
13 appetizers, Bento Boxes, vegetarian 
dishes, yakisoba, udon and ramen 

noodle dishes, familiar favorites such as 
chicken teriyaki and Korean specialty 
dishes such as galbi and bulgogi beef. 
Several beers are on tap, including the 
locally brewed Steam Donkey Beer. 

Like the menu, the venue has variety.  
Although it is just one big room, it is 
versatile. While the lighting and décor 
make it nice for a special dinner out, 
for key sporting events the 110-inch TV 
screen comes down from the end wall 
and Samurai Sushi becomes a popular 
place to hang out to watch the big game. 

The restaurant is open from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. and from 5 to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. It is only open from 5 
to 9 p.m. on Saturday and is closed on 
Sunday. Kim recommends reservations 
for groups larger than four people, 
especially on Friday and Saturday nights.

The hours are helpful to maintain good 
family time for Sun Il Kim and Katherine 
and their now five-year-old son and two-
year-old daughter. Kim’s six employees 
also appreciate the family-friendly hours.

“There is a Korean saying 
that loosely translates 
‘Better looking food is 
better tasting food.’ 
People eat sushi with 

their eyes first.”
– Sun Il Kim

SAMURAI SUSHI
(Continued from page 25)

          $5 OFF
OIL CHANGE SERVICE

ABERDEEN LOCATION
Includes up to 5 quarts major brand oil, new oil � lter, plus vehicle maintenance inspection. 
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           $10 OFF
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           $10 OFF
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LLC

We perform high quality, guaranteed service you can trust at a fair price. Call today!

And Kim appreciates them.  “I like 
working with the team here. Our newest 
employee has already been here one 
and a half years and the rest have been 
here since the beginning. All the team 
members seem more like family. We 
are just having fun here and a lot of 
customers see that.”

Kim and his helpful, gregarious staff 
are often mentioned in restaurant 
reviews and are part of the draw at 
Samurai Sushi. They offer their culinary 
knowledge without pretense to 
comfortably guide even a sushi newbie 
into a delightful eating experience.     

For more information, visit the website at 
www.samuraisushiandgrill.com or 
call (360) 612-3229. 



C A R P E N T R Y

S I D I N G  •  P A I N T I N G

D E C K S  •  G A R A G E S

A D D I T I O N S  •  D R Y W A L L

K I T C H E N S  •  B AT H R O O M S

Licensed •  Bonded •  Insured
WA CONTRACTOR ID#HULTMCE815LE

• Make a Wish List, Prioritize  
• Figure Out Your Budget
• Call Us – and Relax!  

F R E E  E S T I M AT E S !    

Call Matt 
360.532.3511
www.hultmanconstruction.com

N E W  C O N S T R U C T I O N  •  R E M O D E L I N G  •  R E P A I R

F U L L  S E R V I C E  G E N E R A L  C O N T R A C T O R

• Roof Cleaning
• Mold & Lead Test & Removal
• Fire Restoration
• Insurance Claims Specialist
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Grays Harbor County is home to art 
and artists of all kinds; that includes 
those markedly literary. Writers and 
authors abound and have flourished 
over time on the Harbor, telling their 
stories and spinning yarns, reporting the 
area’s history and making things up to 
entertain others.

While there are many working authors 
around Grays Harbor County, none is 
currently quite as successful and prolific 
as Hoquiam’s Stephanie Hoffman 
McManus, 29. The romance writer 
published her first novel in April 2014 at 
the age of 22 and has since published 15 
others, with more in the works.

Stephanie’s young adult novels all 
feature an element of romance and 
predominately “bad boy” types. It’s a type 
that works for her and her many fans. As 
a full-time writer – who makes her living 
from the craft – she has to keep at it to 
keep her readers happy. She’s already put 
three books out this year and expects to 
finish a fourth before 2020! 

“The book I’m working on now is my 
first dabble in paranormal fantasy,” said 
Stephanie. She said it’s also the first 
time she’s left a book with a cliffhanger 

leading into book two. The new book, 
“Born of Darkness,” is the first in the 
Touch of Chaos series, and takes place in 
New Orleans. To conduct research for the 
book, she traveled to the Crescent City 
during Mardi Gras last year.

“I’ve always been an avid reader,” 
Stephanie said. “I loved writing in school, 
but never considered it as a career.” That 
is, until she tried her hand at running her 
own bakery business, The Recipe Box in 

Hoquiam. At 21, the young entrepreneur 
found that sort of business much more 
stressful than she’d anticipated. That was 
a changing point for her, but she didn’t 
want to work for anyone else either. “I 
was used to being my own boss.”

So Stephanie began writing her first 
book as a passion project. When she 
let friends read her finished work they 
said, “You have to be pursuing this!” She 
put the book online as an e-book via 
Kindle Direct Publishing, selling 2,000 
downloads in the first two months. Book 
two and three followed and so did a 
following. She’d found success – enough 
for her and her adopted son, Skylar, 12, 
to live on.

What’s next? She’ll travel to New York this 
summer for a book signing, as well as 
likely do a few more signings around this 
area, but mostly she’s content to write 
and spend time with her son. In addition, 
Stephanie plans to soon make a foray 
into horror writing under a pseudonym.  

Her books are available online in either 
electronic form ($2.99-$3.99) or  as 
paperbacks ($14.99) as well as at her 
dad’s shop – the Seabreeze Gallery in 
Ocean Shores, and at Harbor Books in 
Aberdeen. You can follow Stephanie on 
your favorite social media platform.

SIXTEEN BOOKS AND COUNTING

Romance writer Stephanie Hoffman McManus 
produces popular young adult novels

BY GREGORY E. ZSCHOMLER

Stephanie Hoffman McManus of Hoquiam.
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Vote d B est  Prime R ib in Twin Ha rb or a rea!

Locally owned & operated since 1923. New owner Barbie Pratt. Catering available. 
520 23rd St., Hoquiam, WA . 360.533.5060

“One of the best kept secrets in Grays Harbor!”“One of the best kept secrets in Grays Harbor!”

Thursday Special

BIG 3 Piece
COD &
FRIES

w/cup of Chowder

$1099
Thursdays only. No coupon needed!

Co
as
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l C
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re

nt
s M

ag
az

ine
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on

Mondays Only
Barbie’s Better
BURGER 
BASKETS
Choose any of our 9 steak-
house style burgers with 

bottomless homemade fries

$2 OFF   
Up to 4 per coupon. Expires 2/28/20 

each
basket

PRIME RIB
Served Wednesday & Friday 

Reservations recommended. Served size order at market price.

GRAYS HARBOR SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  ART • MUSIC • THEATER • FESTIVALS

THROUGH DECEMBER 12 . Fall Gala Art Show 
Spellman Library, Grays Harbor College

THROUGH DECEMBER 31 . The Rowan Tree 
Gallery - Small Works Exhibit  . Aberdeen

DECEMBER 4 . 1st Wednesday Comedy . 
8-10pm . Hoquiam Brewing Company 

DECEMBER 4-6 . Elma HS Fall Drama . 7:00pm 
High School production

DECEMBER 5 . Elma’s Old Fashioned 
Christmas Tree Lighting . 7pm . Elma Chamber 
Visitors Station 

DECEMBER 5 . GHC Jazz Band Concert . 
Aberdeen  . 7pm . GHC Bishop Center

DECEMBER 6 . First Friday Art Walk . 
Aberdeen . 5-7pm . Aberdeen Art Center 

DECEMBER 6 - JANUARY 31 . Elements 
Exhibit . Aberdeen . Alder Grove Gallery 

DECEMBER 6-7 . Opal Art Glass Annual 
Holiday Open House . Cosmopolis . Sat. 10am-
5pm, Sun. 10-4 

DECEMBER 6-8, 13-15 . “Live Radio Theater – 
A Christmas Story” . Ocean Shores . Fri. 7pm, 
Sat. 7pm, Sun. 2pm . Ocean Shores Lions Club . 
Production by Stage West Community Theatre

DECEMBER 6-8, 13-15 . “Over the River & 
Through the Woods” . Aberdeen . Fri. & Sat. 
7:30pm, Sun. 1:30pm . Driftwood Theatre  

DECEMBER 7 . Santa by the Sea . 10:30am . 
Westport Maritime Museum

DECEMBER 7 . Shop Tokeland - Local Artists 
11am-5pm . Tokeland Hotel & North Cove Bar & Grill  

DECEMBER 7-8 . WinterFest . Aberdeen . 
Complete information on page 6

DECEMBER 7 . WinterFest South Pole 
Featuring The Olson Band . Aberdeen . 7pm . 
Seaport Landing

DECEMBER 7 . Amanda Ransom . Aberdeen 
11:30am . Winterfest - local singer/songwriter at 
Tinderbox Coffee Roasters. See page 13.

DECEMBER 7 . Movie: Elf . Hoquiam . 7:30pm . 
7th Street Theatre

DECEMBER 7 . Movie: Elf . Aberdeen . 7:00pm 
D & R Theatre

DECEMBER 6-7 . Hank Cramer . Ocean Shores 
8pm . Galway Bay Irish Pub 

DECEMBER 8 . Andrew Allen . Aberdeen  . 
2pm . GHC Bishop Center . Winterfest, Holiday 
music by this Canadian musician, eh 

DECEMBER 8 . Silver & Gold Christmas 
Dinner & A Movie . Aberdeen . 5:30pm . 
Harbor City Church

DECEMBER 11 . North Beach HS Concert 6pm 

DECEMBER 11 . Montesano HS Band Concert 
7:30pm . HS Gym

DECEMBER 12 . Aberdeen HS Concert . 7pm 

DECEMBER 13 .  Live entertainment . 6:30pm 
Festival of Lights event - Montesano High School. 

DECEMBER 13 .  Street dance on Marcy 
Street downtown . 9pm . Festival of Lights 
event, featuring The Bruce Hughes Band. pg 6 

(Continued on page 34)



Delicious food in an upscale 

dining experience in the heart 

of Tokeland. Our goal is to 

provide fi ne quality fare, in 

a unique environment with 

friendly service.

4115 WA-105, Tokeland • 360.268.7615 
northcovebarandgrill.com • Seven Days a Week 12PM - 8PM or Later

Penne with Pomodoro Sauce 

Personal Flat Bread � eese Pizza

Cedar Plank Salmon

Delicious food in an upscale 

Pan Fried Oy� ers

View the complete menu on our website.

Buy one dinner entrée 
get the 2nd of equal 
or lesser value free.

Dining Alone? Receive 25% O�  Your Dinner Entrée! With 
Coupon. 1 Coupon per 2 people. Dine-In Only.  Expires 
January 31, 2020. Coastal Currents Coupon - North Cove Bar 
& Grill. Not good with any other discounts or o� ers.

Free dessert with 
purchase of any entrée

1 Coupon per person. 
Expires February 28, 2020

Coastal Currents Coupon - North Cove Bar & Grill
Not good with any other discounts or o� ers.

DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARYBuy one lunch entrée 
get the 2nd of equal 
or lesser value free.

Dining Alone? Receive 25% O�  Your Dinner Entrée! With 
Coupon. 1 Coupon per 2 people. Dine-In Only.  Expires 
December 31, 2019. Coastal Currents Coupon - North Cove 
Bar & Grill. Not good with any other discounts or o� ers.

YOU’RE INVITED TO 
NEW YEARS EVE!

TUESDAY, DEC. 31, 6-9PM

EAST COAST COUNTDOWN
Prime rib dinner $45 includes a � rst, shared 

dessert, champagne toast & party favors.
LIVE MUSIC BY

‘HUMOR & HEART’ 
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Top-Notch Heating Installation and Repair Services

With over 50 years of combined 
experience, Advanced Heating & 
Air, Inc can handle all your HVAC 
installations and repairs. Free 
estimates are available on any new 
installation so that you’ll know the 
cost right up front.

Feel con� dent knowing that our 
company is a Diamond Elite Dealer 
for Mitsubishi Electric Cooling 
& Heating equipment. Take 
advantage of our money-saving 
coupons!

SPECIAL Valuable Coupon Offers!

Advanced
Heating & Air. Inc.

“Your Local Heating & Cooling Experts”
State Contractor License: ADVANHA9550F

O� ers cannot be combined with any other o� ers or 
discount. Coastal Currents Coupon. Expires 12/31/19

$79 OFF
Any Residential 

Service Call
Monday - Friday calls only

804 First St. Cosmopolis, WA . kellie@advancedheating1.com 
www.advancedheating1.com  . 360-537-6505

O� ers cannot be combined with any other o� ers or 
discount. Coastal Currents Coupon. Expires 1/31/20

O� ers cannot be combined with any other o� ers or 
discount. Coastal Currents Coupon. Expires 2/28/20

$500 OFF
New Installation of ducted

HEAT PUMP SYSTEM
Includes furnace unit and installation.

$69 In-home Service
Precision Tune-up, 

Professional Cleaning & Safety 
Inspection of Your Furnace.

Includes replacement � lter.

DECEMBER JANUARY FEBRUARY



LIVE
MUSIC 
weekends
Friday & Saturday

A UNIQUE IRISH PUB, RESTAURANT & CELTIC GIFT SHOP

880 Point Brown Ave NE, 
Ocean Shores • 360.289.2300
www.galwaybayirishpub.com

We strive to be one of Ocean 
Shores’ � nest dining experiences. 
We have a family friendly dining 
room, well stocked game room, a 
beautiful covered outdoor garden 
and a tasting room for relaxing with 
friends in a more home-like setting. 
Check out our large banquet room 
available for reservation for events 
& private parties. 

MONDAY - WEDNESDAY

MONDAY – WEDNESDAY

1/2 O�  WINE
By the Bottle or the Glass.

Check Our Great Selection! 
1 Coupon per Visit per Customer. 

Coastal Currents Coupon - Galway Bay. Expires 12/31/19

Buy One Select Dinner Entrée 
Get One of Equal or Lesser Value 

                      

* Good after 4pm. 1 Coupon per 2 people. Dine in Only. 
Coastal Currents Coupon - Galway Bay. Expires 1/31/20.

Crab cakes

DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY
MONDAY – FRIDAY

Buy One Breakfast Entrée 
Get One of Equal or Lesser Value 

                      

* Good only between the hours of 11am and 1pm. 1 Coupon per 2 people. 
Dine in Only. Coastal Currents Coupon - Galway Bay. Expires 2/28/20.

SUN - THURS 11AM - 9 PM 
FRI - SAT 11 AM to MIDNIGHT

Gaelic steak
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GRAYS HARBOR SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  ART • MUSIC • THEATER • FESTIVALS

DECEMBER 14 . Lunch with Santa . Aberdeen 
11am . Extreme Fun Center . See ad page 35

DECEMBER 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22, 23 . 
Pictures with Santa . Aberdeen . Fri. & Sat. 
12-7pm, (except Sat. 14th 3pm-7pm) . Sun. 
12pm-5pm .  Shoppes at Riverside Mall

DECEMBER 13-15 . Festival of Lights . 
Montesano . See complete schedule on page 6

DECEMBER 14 . The Craft of Woodburning . 
Amanda Park . 1pm . Learn how at the Library

DECEMBER 14 . Festival of Lights Grand 
Parade . Montesano . 6pm . Lighting of the Yule 
Log at Fleet Park 7pm . See page 6

DECEMBER 14 . Winter Bazaar at Town Hall 
Seabrook . Local artists & crafters sell hand made goods.

DECEMBER 14 . Holiday Parade . Seabrook . 
7pm . Annual parade starts on Meriweather Street.

DECEMBER 15 .  Yule Log & Sing-along . 
Satsop . 1pm . Schafer State Park 

DECEMBER 15 .  Christmas Cantata . 
Montesano . 7pm . United Methodist Church

DECEMBER 15 .  Quinault Christmas Cantata 
Neilton . 3pm . Comm. of Christ Church on Hwy. 101

DECEMBER 15 .  Civic Choir & Concert Band – 
Ringing in the Season . Aberdeen . 3pm . GHC 
Bishop Center

DECEMBER 16 .  Hoquiam HS Holiday Concert 
7pm . 7th Street Theater

DECEMBER 17 .  Aberdeen HS & Miller Choir 
Concert . 7pm 

DECEMBER 19 .  Elma HS Band Concert 7pm 

DECEMBER 21 .  3rd Saturday Art Walk . 
Ocean Shores . 12pm . Gallery of Ocean Shores, 
North Beach Art Guild, Assoc. Arts of Ocean Shores

DECEMBER 21 . The Randy Band . Aberdeen . 
7pm . Members & Guests of Aberdeen Elks #593

DECEMBER 21-22 . Movie: White Christmas 
Hoquiam . Sat. 7:30pm, Sun. 2pm . 7th St. Theatre

DECEMBER 22 . Crafty Kiddos ‘Snowflake!’ 

Elma . 2pm . Nellivander’s Shoppe

DECEMBER 31 . New Years Eve Masquerade 
Ball . Aberdeen . 7pm . Membership drive - 
Aberdeen Elks #593

JANUARY 3 . First Friday Art Walk . Aberdeen 
5-7pm . Aberdeen Art Center 

JANUARY 11-12 . “The Magic Flute” . 
Aberdeen . Sat. 7:30, Sun. 2pm . GH Opera 
Workshop . GHC Bishop Center

JANUARY 16 . Jazz Festival featuring Dukes 
of Swing . Aberdeen . 7pm . GHC Bishop Center . 
Also school jazz musicians 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

JANUARY 17-18 . Movie: Indiana Jones & the 
Last Crusade . Hoquiam . Sat. 7:30pm, Sun. 
2pm . 7th Street Theatre

JANUARY 18 .  3rd Saturday Art Walk . Ocean 
Shores . 12pm . Gallery of Ocean Shores, North 
Beach Art Guild, Assoc. Arts of Ocean Shores

JANUARY 18 .  Winter Wine Festival . Elma 

JANUARY 18-19 . Urban Unglued Vendor 

(Continued from page 30)
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GRAYS HARBOR SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  

360-968-3976  • FIND US ON FACEBOOK

House-Made

116 W MARCY • MONTESANO

BRING IN THIS AD FOR 10% OFF 
GIFT CERTIFICATES

Coastal Currents • 10% Off  Off er Expires 12/31/19 • All ages welcome to dine. 

15 TAPS • WINE • GREAT FOOD

STEAK • PASTA • CHICKEN • SEAFOOD

Show . Ocean Shores . Unique oddities and dark 
themed crafts and artist market.

FEBRUARY 1 . “Call Mr. Robeson” • Aberdeen 
7:30pm . A one-man play. GHC Bishop Center

FEBRUARY 1-2 . Montesano HS Senior - One 
Acts . Sat. 8pm, Sun. 2pm 

FEBRUARY 5 . 1st Wednesday Comedy . 
8-10pm . Hoquiam Brewing Company 

FEBRUARY 7 . First Friday Art Walk . 
Aberdeen . 5-7pm . Aberdeen Art Center 

FEBRUARY 7, 8, 14-16, 21-23 . “Bell, Book 
and Candle” . Aberdeen . Fri. & Sat. 7:30pm, 
Sun. 1:30pm . Driftwood Theatre  

FEBRUARY 14-16 . Ocean Shores Renewed 
Antique Show . Convention Center

FEBRUARY 14-15 . Movie: Walk the Line 
Hoquiam . Sat. 7:30pm, Sun. 2pm . 7th St. Theatre

FEBRUARY 15 .  3rd Saturday Art Walk . 
Ocean Shores . 12pm . Gallery of Ocean Shores, 
North Beach Art Guild, Assoc. Arts of Ocean Shores

FEBRUARY 22 . QCED Concert . Barbershop 
Quartet Champions . Ocean Shores . Quartet 
Champions, Evergreen District, Convention Center

FEBRUARY 22 . Missoula Theater Production
Westport . Ocosta Junior - Senior High School

FEBRUARY 22-23 . Chocolate at the Beach 
Festival . Pacific Beach & other north coast 
locations . Sat. opens 10am, Sun. 11am-4pm. North 
coast, many locations. Chocolate Hall of Sweets at 
Pacific Beach Elementary featuring over 30 west coast 
chocolatiers. Live demonstrations, seminars, samples.
Additional events will be added to our website calendar 
as the information becomes available. Check out www.
coastal-currents.com for the most up-to-date information.

What stories or ideas should we 
know about? We know our readers see 
and hear things we don’t, and we want your 
ideas. Let us know what you think we should 
cover involving art, music, theater, food 
and festivals in Grays Harbor. Email: info@
coastal-currents.com    – Thank you!
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Choose 2 Sides (1.5 lbs.): Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, JoJo’s 
or Mashed Potatoes with gravy. Plus 4-Pack Rolls.

Coastal Currents Magazine Coupon, Expires 2/28/20 

2 Locations!
915 Simpson Ave., Hoquiam
217 N. Boone St., Aberdeen

Famous Deli ChickenFamous Deli ChickenFamous Deli ChickenSwanson’s Roasted Deep-fried

12 Piece Meal

Compare the Colonel’s at $36.49

Grays Harbor Veterinary Services
We strive to provide excellent customer service and 

the highest quality pet care on the harbor. 

16 Old Beacon Road, Montesano, WA  • 360.249.4840 • ghvet.com16 Old Beacon Road, Montesano, 360.249.4840 • ghvet.com

The only GH clinic serving 
avian & exotic animals.

Wildlife rehabilitation 
center on-site. 

WINGS • PASTA • SUBS • SALADS & MORE • ARCADE GAMES • BIG SCREEN TV • BEER • WINE • DINE-IN • CARRY-OUT • DELIVERY

690 OCEAN SHORES BLVD•OCEAN SHORES•360.289.2330

SEE

OUR MENU

ONLINE

www.DugansPizza.com

ONE BITE & WE GOTCHA!COUPON SPECIAL

Dugan’s Pizza • Coastal Current Magazine Coupon • Expires 2/28/20

COUPON SPECIAL

FREE ORDER OF
GARLIC BREAD
with the Purchase 
of Family 16” Pizza

SUB SANDWICHES
BUY ONE•GET ONE FREE

Dugan’s Pizza • Coastal Current Magazine Coupon • Expires 2/28/20

Six pieces of French Bread toasted with 
cheese, butter, garlic & seasonings.

for lunch 
11AM to 4 PM

of equal or 
lesser value



Lighthouse
FEBRUARY
S P E C I A L

FREE Cookie
with basket purchase 

Expires February 28, 2020
Coastal Currents Magazine Coupon

One Coupon per Visit

Lighthouse
DECEMBER
S P E C I A L

FREE
Medium Soft Drink

with basket purchase 
Expires December 31, 2019

Coastal Currents Magazine Coupon
One Coupon per Visit

Lighthouse
JANUARY

S P E C I A L

FREE Upgrade 
to Battered Fries

with basket purchase 
Expires January 31, 2020

Coastal Currents Magazine Coupon
One Coupon per Visit

All coupons --- Only one coupon per customer per visit. Must be the original coupon. Not valid with any other off er or promotions.
OPEN DAILY 11 - 8 •  2 1 2 1  S i m p s o n  A v e ,  A b e r d e e n ,  W A  •  ( 3 6 0 )  5 3 3 - 4 8 4 1

One Coupon per Visit

OPEN DAILY 11 - 8 •  2 1 2 1  S i m p s o n  A v e ,  A b e r d e e n ,  W A  •  ( 3 6 0 )  5 3 3 - 4 8 4 1 •  2 1 2 1  S i m p s o n  A v e ,  A b e r d e e n ,  W A  •  ( 3 6 0 )  5 3 3 - 4 8 4 1 •  2 1 2 1  S i m p s o n  A v e ,  A b e r d e e n ,  W A  •  ( 3 6 0 )  5 3 3 - 4 8 4 1



Your Local Clam Digging Headquarters!

Razor 
Clam Gun
• PVC
• Tapered edge
J00101

T-Handle 
Clam Gun
• Ultra-lightweight
• Welded all aluminum 

construction
• Black foam handle grips
F00113

Clam Bag
• Nylon
F00132 

Clam Shovel
• Steel blade 
• All wood handle
• Assorted sizes
F00102/3/4/5                               

Rubber Boots
•   Variety of choices

SERVICE • SELECTION • EVERYDAY LOW PRICES • www.denniscompany.com • est. 1905
Raymond • Long Beach • Aberdeen • Elma • MontesanoHunting, Fishing & Clam Licenses

Check out the platters 
on our menu and then 
order the best Mexican food 
around for your next event!

Celebrating 30 Years Serving Grays Harbor!

GATEWAY PLAZA 360.533.5808 & 720 W. WISHKAH 360.532-0940 . WWW.THEMAZATLANMEX.COM

F I E S TA 
SAMPLER

Perfect for 3-4 
Amigos

$20.99 

G R A N D
PLATTER
Feeds up to 6 - 8 

Amigos
$36.99 

PACHANGA
PLATTER

Feeds up to 10 - 12 
Amigos

$59.99 

order the best Mexican food 
around for your next event!

Celebrating 30 Years Serving Grays Harbor!

PACHANGA
order the best Mexican food 
around for your next event!

ORDER PARTY 
PLATTERS

FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENTS 
TO SERVE ALL YOUR AMIGOS 

2 ABERDEEN LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
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Located inside Galway Bay Irish Pub:  880 Point Brown Ave NE, Ocean Shores • 360.289.2300
       

Christmas items
with coupon  

All Sterling Silver Jewelry 
& Wedding Bands

*One coupon per visit per customer. 
Coastal Currents magazine. 

Expires 12/31/19

CELTIC CLOTHING • CELTIC DRUMS  • CELTIC LAMPS • CELTIC MUSIC 
TEA • WINE • SILVER JEWELRY MADE IN IRELAND & MORE!

www.galwaybayirishpub.com

DECEMBER
COUPON

DECEMBERDECEMBER



203 Main St. • Elma • 360-482-2006 • 12PM to 9PM

Ask about our 
private Group 
Room for your 
next event.

We Make Pizza Better
We use the freshest ingredients, baked in a real 

brick oven ... this is pizza the way it is meant to be.

WE FEATURE: Your Favorite Pasta 
Dishes, Including Spaghetti and 
Meatballs • Lasagna • Fettuccine • 
Ravioli • Salads & Sides • Desserts

Now serving beer & wine!
We use only 
the freshest 
ingredients
Comes with 1 lb. 
of Mozzarella 
Cheese
Limited time o� er

• Dine-In
• Delivery
• Take-Out
• Home Bake




