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Modern Misérables

Labor Market Influences on Crime

I heard the news first in a phone call -
youngest brother, Robby, and two of |
a man during a holdup. Robby was a
armed robbery and murder. The polic
and his crime had given the cops licens
I'd put between my brother’s world an
lapsed. The two thousand miles betwee:
and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, my year
of flight and hiding, had not changed a
never run fast enough or far enough. I
Wherever he was, running for his life,
with him.!

John Edgar Wideman’s book Brot/
brothers; the younger Robby’s early
vania prison, convicted of felony mu
John himself, now a Brown Univer
the University of Wyoming when h
and Keepers is also a tale of their He
ghettos, where the Wideman broth
of working-class neighborhoods w



rom my mother. My
1is friends had killed
fugitive, wanted for
e were hunting him,
e to kill. The distance
1 mine suddenly col-
1 Laramie, Wyoming,
s of willed ignorance,
simple truth: I could
Robby was inside me.
he carried part of me

ters and Keepers is the tale of two
life and incarceration in a Pennsyl-
rder and sentenced to life. The other,
sity professor, was on the faculty of
e wrote the above passage. Brothers
ymewoods; one of Pittsburgh’s black
ers came of age. John'’s Homewood
as peopled by blue-collar families.
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Most of the parents and some of
the South. But a dramatic change
of age. Ten years after John, Robby
place with a street life that was not :
fabric of the community had chan
Robby became an adolescent, Hor
dark side for many black boys and
of the Wideman brothers. And whil
vania’s Western State Penitentiary,
the steel mills, which had employed
Most of those mills were later dem
the basis of a good economic life
lies. Many of those families were i
Nicholas Leman and others called t]
century ended, the once Promised |
many more stories of crime and suf

The objective of this book is ar
experiences influence crime. Both
of individuals and variations in rate
economy and people’s relationship
the well-being of our families, and i
live. Whether they are black or wh
can or immigrant, the chances of a
is related directly to the employn
them, or indirectly through the cha
live and spend time. As a sociologi
become convinced that the stratific
slotted into good jobs and not-so-g
tor to where they live, the lifestyle t
this understanding is consistent wit
coworkers and in the streets when I
officer and later as a parole agent fo:
effect of labor stratification on you
communities, including those like

The notion that people become
odds with the conceptions of the 1
hold dear, but even though it is incor



the children had immigrated from
occurred by the time Robby came
’s Homewood was an edgier, faster
lways the most virtuous. The social
ged, as had its culture. By the time
newood’s streets were a lure to the
young men, including the youngest
e Robby sat imprisoned in Pennsyl-
Jomewood changed yet again when
‘thousands of her residents, closed.?
olished, along with the dreams and
for working-class Pittsburgh fami-
nmigrants from the South, to what
1e Promised Land.? As the twentieth
Land of Homewood would produce
fering.

1 exploration of how labor market
the violent and property violations
s of these crimes are affected by the
o it. Work is central to who we are,
 determines where and how well we
ite, Latino or Asian, Native Ameri-
person becoming involved in crime
ent and opportunities available to
racteristics of the places where they
st for more than thirty years I have
ation of labor—how people become
ood jobs—is a substantial contribu-
hey lead, and their criminality. And
h the folk knowledge I learned from
worked first as a juvenile probation
- the State of Pennsylvania. Here the
ng men and women, children, and
Jomewood, will be the focus.
slotted into positions is certainly at
Jnited States that many Americans
1sistent with our national self-image,



it is the reality for most. To be clear,
into specific occupations, but rathe
particular tier have a good chance o:
of stratification that perpetuate suc
book, I will touch on how employr
and criminal justice system exposur
many.

The Economy and Criminals?

The hero of Victor Hugos Les Mi
prison for stealing bread to feed h
act of larceny because of his moti
popular expectations that when ec
turn to crime in order satisfy need
commit crimes because of need, but
noble than Jean Valjean, turn to vil
be satisfied by work and saving. It
criminal actions to material motiv
unemployment will lead to crime, a
nate will do more of it. We extend t
presume that the stresses of their 1
some of them experience, lead then

The general public easily, and w
that crime can be attributed to a pc
lies suggest that this may not, or at
ple, during the Great Depression o:
declined, even though unemploym
cent for extended periods. Thirty :
with sustained economic expansion
in both property and violent crime
economy and crime more globally,
that comparative poverty rates are
rates within western industrializec
poorest nations of the word have hi;
have relatively low rates. At the sar
nations, it is difficult to explain th
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[ do not argue that we are positioned
r that tiers exist. Those born into a
f remaining there. Although systems
h patterns are not the focus of this
nent opportunities, resulting crime,
e help to maintain the status quo for

sérables, Jean Valjean, was sent to
s sister’s starving children; a noble
ve. This imagery lies at the root of
onomic times are tough some will
s. Of course some people likely do
- then others among us, who are less
lainy simply for wants that will not
is intuitively appealing to attribute
es—and so many of us expect that
nd that the economically less fortu-
his conception of the poor when we
ives, and the brutal conditions that
1 to engage in violence.

ith little question, accepts the idea
or economy. But recurring anoma-
least not always, be true. For exam-
[ the 1930s the rates of some crimes
ent rates exceeded twenty-five per-
years later, during the 1960s, along
 the US experienced large increases
rates. Considering the link between
it is no secret among criminologists
> not highly correlated with crime
1 nations. And while some of the
xh crime rates, many poor countries
ne time, even among industrialized
eir relative rankings based on their
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Figure 1.1. US Homicide Rate, 1900-2002: Ra
*Includes 9/11 terrorism deaths
Source: National Center for Health Statistics,

economies. The US continues to ha
cide, even though it has one of the
and its people enjoy a comparativel

Consider the trends in homicide
ure 1.1). Murder is probably the t
measured crime during this period
decline that occurred in the 1930s ¢
deaths from homicide makes some
ment of the 8os and early 9os. And
deepest recession since the Great T
cide has increased appreciably, at le.

While the image of a desperate
the romantic imaginations of reade:
the Broadway musical, we should re
type may be the teenager who mug:
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1975
1980
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te per 100,000 Population

Vital Statistics

ve astoundingly high rates of homi-
world’s most productive economies
v high per capita income.

- during the twentieth century (Fig-
est—but by no means perfectly—
. Logically we would not expect the
r the increases of the 60s, but more
sense during the economic displace-
10w that the US has experienced the
epression, it is not clear that homi-
ast not across the board.

ret heroic Jean Valjean may capture
s of Hugo's novel and the patrons of
cognize that a more accurate stereo-
 a schoolmate to steal his expensive



athletic shoes. Notice that here I in
Both the hero of Les Misérables an
present too limited pictures to conve
There are, to be sure, those who co
legitimate opportunities are closec
long recognized this motivation. T
reconcile or rationalize mugging a
he have those shoes if I can't?” An
of this self-posed question is even
sufficient might to force his will. T]
though, are also too limited to help
economy and employment and crin
The last half of the twentieth ce
major economic shifts that includ:
tional manufacturing cities and reg
graphic flows. Many migrants depa
had attracted those looking for w
people that follow them, moved ot
and Cleveland, Youngstown and G
stantial portions of the industries t
Rather than rebuild, retool, and mc
corporations elected to open new m
they moved operations to Sunbelt :
ultimately many producers moved
operations out of the US in search ¢
recognize the latter portion of this |
that is perhaps the most significant
Companies and workers everywhe
that affect life everywhere.
Included among the products o
rates. In some places the communit;
tion might reduce the incidence of
perity, but at times the opposite occ
of what happens in desperately po
when jobs are lost as a result of de
in crime.* Emil Durkheim and Fre
tions to social life that accompanied
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“lude this image too as a stereotype.
d the thief of a pair of Air Jordans
>y how economic forces affect crime.
me to crime in desperation because
| off to them. Criminologists have
here are also delinquents who can
schoolmate because, “Why should
d of course, the neutralizing power
more compelling for someone with
1ese images and their explanations,
us understand the link between the
€.

ntury, the United States witnessed
d the deindustrialization of tradi-
ions, and a reversal of some demo-
rted places that a generation earlier
ork. Jobs, and not surprisingly the
it. Chicago and Detroit, Pittsburgh
ary all experienced the loss of sub-
hat had given them their identities.
dernize in these industrial capitals,
anufacturing plants elsewhere. First
states with cheaper labor costs, and
some or all of their manufacturing
f even lower-cost labor. We all now
rend as the process of globalization
force in the current world economy.
re are now linked together in ways

t globalization are changing crime
v changes that result from globaliza-
“crime by bringing increased pros-
urs. William Julius Wilson’s account
or American urban neighborhoods
industrialization includes increases
lerick Tonnies wrote of the disrup-
| early European industrialization. It
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is not hard to imagine that the disr
the shift from agrarian to industric
France and Germany may now cha
those nations where multinational
today. Industrialization and urban
mative systems of nineteenth-centu
of social control that resulted from
ance in general, including crime, tc
newfound prosperity in some for
global economic forces cause comp:
cause crime rates to drop. The adc
nonindustrial areas will have both
ing influences.

Two different processes are at wc
the loss of jobs from industrial ec
First World cities; second, the cha
modern industrial concerns profou
where jobs move to. Here I will foc
will attempt to comment a bit on th

“Buddy Can You Spare a Dime?”

The changes that happened in An
twentieth century as a result of dei
those experienced by people durin
latter saw some declines in crime,
of violent crime rates. In actuality
rates fell—notably homicide, which
ure 1.1) but appears to have declin
burglary).® It is the case, however, 1
sion were not what we would simpl
tions about the relationship betwe
populace and crime. I suspect that
there was pervasive, widespread ur
groups and segments of society. We
this period. Life was hard. Families
and people suffered. But when so r



upting influences that accompanied
| economies in nineteenth-century
nge societies and increase crime in
~companies site facilities and jobs
ization fractured cultural and nor-
ry agrarian societies. The reduction
normative disruption allowed devi-
) increase. Conversely, there will be
nerly destitute communities when
anies to bring in new jobs. This may
lition of industrial jobs to formally
crime-producing and crime-reduc-

rk as a result of globalization. First,
onomies has dire consequences in
nges that accompany the arrival of
ndly affect social life in those places
us on the former, but on occasion I
e latter as well.

or “Give Me Your Wallet!”

erican cities in the last half of the
ndustrialization were different than
g the Great Depression. While the
he former saw increases, especially
during the Depression some crime
not only did not increase (note Fig-
ed—but other rates increased (e.g.,
hat crime rates during the Depres-
y predict using the popular concep-
en the economic well-being of the
rime did not increase more because
1employment, which affected many
should take care not to romanticize
struggled to function economically,
nany were out of work it is possible



that the relative deprivation felt by
been mitigated. There was a sense
needing to pull together to suppor
the approach to life of Depression-e
ing excerpts from the manuscripts ¢
1940. This program enlisted writers
ple” The quotes below are taken fro

I've knowed people though that’s |
couldn’t get along. I know a woman
house, and took care of her sick mot
and she was out down to one day’s
she didn’t have money to bury her v
in the summer. Up to late Saturday
goin’ to be able to bury her or not.
and took up a collection to pay the
this woman made arrangements wi
mother buried Sunday mornin’ I he
place and I expect she has held it lor

A collection come hard back ther
tin’ full time. I've been glad that Jin
we haven't had to draw any rockin;
the unemployment money, you knc
these times when they’ll be laid off. ]
though.¢

Here, neighbors themselves on hard
particular distress. Work is clearly a

The next morning I was at the mill ¢
I found all of my fellow workers and
asked the other what they had beer
were they going to do with their first
ingly made that Fat’s saloon would
But under all this gay jesting every«
was finished in a few months, we wi
streets while we collected our unem
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- Depression-era families may have
of widespread struggle and people
t one another. One gets a sense of
ra families and workers when read-
f the Federal Writers’” Project, 1936-
to interview and describe “real peo-
m that effort.

been willin’ to work and somehow
that had saved and bought her own
her too. Her husband got out of a job
work a week. Her mother died and
vith. That was one Friday night back
they didn’t know whether they was
Some of the neighbors went around
grave diggers and buy the lot. Then
th the undertaker and they got her
ard the other day she was losin’ her
\g as she can.

1 because so many people wasn’t get-
s got to work so steady. Up to now
y chair money. That’s what they call
w. Of course nobody don't know in
im’ll work as long as he can get work

 times come to the aid of a family in
scarce and valued commodity.

yates an hour before bell time. There
| I joined in their conversation. Each
1 doing during the lay off and what
- pay? There were predictions, laugh-
do a rushing business on pay night.
one of us knew that when the order
buld again be laid off, to a tramp the
ployment compensation checks and
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then back on relief we would have
full time again. We had gone throug
ten years and each one of us knew
times in the future. But that knowle
because we knew that while the mj
what we wanted, we could dress our
when meeting our fellow workers ir
one of us could stand up to the bar ¢

The boom and bust cycle describe
from 1929 until the start of World
blame on everything from crooke
bosses, but a fairly common theme
that of working people struggling tc

Clearly there were those during
less and still others who thrived, b
notion that Americans, as well as t
ized nations, were suffering togethe
despair. While this period did not
there were political movements to
and industry. The Communist Part
est period of popularity. There was
working people expressed their di
and the economy were going.

The 1960s economic boom time ¥
omy was strong, crime increased, a
That crime “boomed” along with tl
as a paradox. Our traditional the
made predictions to the contrary.
forces contributed to this seemingl
very important: the baby boom, an
that took place in the US and in oth
War I1.

In the 1960s large numbers of po:
hung out on street corners, and lear:
tutions. New schools had to be bui
ment industry more broadly came



to go until the mill started running
h this routine many times in the past

that he would go through it many
dge could not dim our spirits today
11 operated we would be able to eat
families and have a dollar left so that
| Fat’s saloon on Saturday night each
nd pay for a round of beers.”

d here persisted for most workers
War II. Others’ comments put the
d politicians to automation to the
running through these narratives is
gether.
the Depression whose suffering was
ut in general there was a collective
he populations of many industrial-
r. There was a broadly felt collective
broduce especially high crime rates,
unseat the leaders of government
y in America experienced its great-
conflict during the Depression, and
pleasure with the way the country

vas very different. Though the econ-
s did political activism and conflict.
1e economy has been characterized
ries and explanations would have
It is likely that a number of social
y anomalous pattern. Two are likely
1 the substantial social changes that
er western democracies after World

twar baby boomers entered schools,
ned to drive. We overwhelmed insti-
It; radio stations and the entertain-
to cater to us, we changed popular



music, and entered the crime-pror
surprising that crime and delinque
group of people of the most crime
that western nations had experienc
increase, but also the institutions

schools, churches, community cent
were overwhelmed by the onslaug
Other factors contributed to the 19
its economic boom, but more on th

To explain post-World War II ¢
Cohen and Marcus Felson advanc
tive, which explains how normal p:
people who are motivated to com
victims in the absence of guardian
Felson were explicitly concerned v
with increasing plenty. The conclt
ses was that changes in routine acf
that increasingly moved social life
lic sphere, brought motivated crim
in the absence of effective guardia
contributed to crime growth. The |
tate crime, are also themselves targ:
sion of portable electronic devices |
couples (no one at home to prote
increased postwar crime rates. Perl
we can learn from Cohen and Felsc
or issue explanations (e.g., “the ec
with the media and are too often s
economy is but one, albeit importar
tions in crime. Our focus here is wi
specifically labor markets, and crim
complex story.

In contrast to the Depression er:
tieth century seem to have led to
pushed to the margins of the labc
1960s and 7os, but then leveled of
Economic hard times at the end of
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e teenaged years. It should not be
ncy increased. We were the largest
-prone ages, fourteen to seventeen,
ed.® It was natural that crime would
that control adolescent behavior—
ers, and communities themselves—
ht. There were just so many of us.
60s crime boom that accompanied
at in a bit.

rime trends, sociologists Lawrence
ed their routine activities perspec-
atterns of daily behavior that brings
mit crimes together with potential
s increases criminality.’” Cohen and
vith the paradox of growing crime
1sion they drew from their analy-
ivities, in particular social changes
away from home and into the pub-
nals and potential victims together
ns. Other postwar lifestyle changes
resence of more cars, which facili-
ts for crime. The growth in posses-
‘easy to steal) and more dual career
ct against burglary) contributed to
1aps the most important lesson that
n’s study is to beware of single-item
onomy”) of crime that are popular
ought by too many politicians. The
1t, factor that contributes to fluctua-
h the linkage between the economy,
e. That linkage is one part of a very

1, job losses at the end of the twen-
rery different feelings among those
r market. Crime rates grew in the
“and began dropping by the 1990s.
the twentieth century did not spark
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considerable political social move
issues did not appreciably spark del
Not until a mortgage crisis, gasolin
and the Great Recession began du
tial race did candidates calling for
electorate.

The shift from a manufacturing
an information economy) has affec
those working in ancillary business
many neighborhoods that have bee
there is both despair and anger, an
ful criminogenic forces. This is esp
losses have been concentrated in sel
places exist within big cities where
and in small towns where one or t
employers or even the only large-s
ent from the Great Depression is tl
less widely distributed throughout
ening disadvantage for some has «
of a booming economy and grow:
negative consequences to commun
effectively described by Wilson in |
Blue-collar workers who lost low-s
capacity to roll with economic chat
but not like their old jobs with Gen
their new jobs did not come with
benefits, or the security that cam
jobs are less likely to be what politic
jobs”

Wilson initially called commun
trated and isolated from the social 2
class neighborhoods.” This label de
from the broader poor who are e
lated and concentrated in geograpk
tact and interaction with nonpoor
neighborhoods were hit hardest wt
numbers in the mid-1970s. When th



ment mobilization. In fact, these
vate in national political campaigns.
e prices rising above $4.00 a gallon,
ring the protracted 2008 presiden-
social change get traction with the

to a service economy (some say to
ted not just blue-collar workers, but
s and in corporate offices as well. In
n hard-hit by the shifting economy
d despair and anger can be power-
ecially so since the worst of the job
ect inner-city neighborhoods. These
> entire industries have downsized,
vo plants may have been the major
cale source of jobs. What is differ-
1at the despair is more focused and
the population. In fact, the deep-
ontinued while others rode waves
ng income inequality. The uneven
ities of economic change have been
1is book The Truly Disadvantaged.”
killed but well-paying jobs had less
1ges. Some of them could find jobs,
eral Motors or US Steel. Frequently

twenty-dollar an hour paychecks,
> with union contracts. Their new
ians have come to call “family wage

ities where the poor were concen-
nd economic life of the city “under-
notes their fundamental difference
onomically distressed but not iso-
ic areas, not as removed from con-
others." The residents of underclass
en jobs began to disappear in large
e poor are not isolated, they interact



with people who might be conduit
neighbor brings back to the block 1
few people to work on a loading d«
Nonunderclass poor children atter
children, and though their parents
see others going to and arriving h
whose neighbors have work can in
families who have such lives. In unc
less modeling of lives to hope for.

children substantially better off tha
less likely to receive that timely tip

Already at the economic margir
occupying underclass neighborho
combat dramatic drops in the emp
worked in low-level service sector
were laid off from manufacturing
with these low-skilled service secto:
neighborhoods experienced the dc
ing jobs and heightened competiti
jobs. Wilson described a number «
of “when work disappears”—and o
devastating for community is crime

This approach to making sense o
economic factors and crime in th
come across as too ad hoc. Perhaps
after exploring the important role t
people and their communities, to tr
of these patterns.

In the first decades of the twent
is suffering through what many are
have been shuttered, jobs lost, hom
enues are down. The latter means 1
effected, and states are letting peopl
would appear to be prime time for
why most criminologists I know h
tatives, family members, and their
crime increased?” This question t
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s to employment opportunities; the
lews that his firm might be hiring a
yck or in a stockroom, for example.
1d school not just with other poor
may be out of work, they regularly
ome from a day of labor. Children
lagine a better life because they see
lerclass neighborhoods children see
They are less likely to interact with
n themselves, and their parents are
bout employment opportunities.

s, the communities and the people
bds have few reserve resources to
loyment rates. Many who live there
jobs, and when blue-collar workers
companies they began competing
- employees for work. So underclass
uble whammy of lost manufactur-
on for lower-paying service sector
f social problems as consequences
ne of the most important and most

 the patterns of association between
e twentieth century will, to some,
it is. I will return to this issue later,
hat work plays in the social lives of
y for a more systematic explanation

y-first century the global economy
calling the Great Recession. Plants
es foreclosed, and government rev-
hat there are fewer services for the
e out of prisons to save money. This
\n increase in crime, which explains
ave been asked by media represen-
jogging partners, “How much has
o, I'll take up later when turning
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toward that less ad hoc attempt to ¢
century.

And Then There’s Race

The changes brought about by the .
writes should be seen in the historic:
ing American social and economi
entering adolescence, another featu:
likely contributed to more crimes v
mans, many black families joined the
ised Land, to find jobs, and to find
the mid- and late 1960s, their childr
promise and the basic failure of th
things occurred: political mobilizat
ment, and crime. And, as a conseq
guise of law-and-order politics came
eral and state government.” The lega
has had very real ramifications for 2
the beginning, but they are especie
Law and order is also an increasingl:
munities. The importance of the m:
of Americans will be discussed in a
recognize that these changes have b
population in cities and the civil rig
changes, it is very important to the I
In the late 1950s and 1960s Africz
watched with interest the events tk
mingham, and Nashville. They care
to their brothers and sisters in Gec
when the movement came north,
after the northern front of the civil 1
like those of Malcolm X, Stokely C:
to young people left out of the eco
failure of the North to deliver on t!
to the Promised Land to rise up. O
friends, and later like some of the b



xplain the patterns of the twentieth

deindustrialization of which Wilson
1l context of other social forces shap-
- life. In addition to baby boomers
re of 1960s American social life that
vas disappointment. Like the Wide-
> Great Migration to find their Prom-
better futures for their children. By
°n were frustrated by that unfulfilled
e American promise to them. Two
ion linked to the civil rights move-
uence of both, crime control in the
> to be an emphasis for both the fed-
cy of this shift in crime control policy
frican American communities from
lly pronounced in recent decades.”
y determinative force in Latino com-
assive increase in the imprisonment
later chapter, but for now we should
en linked to the growth of the black
hts movement, and, like these social
nk between the economy and crime.
n Americans in the North and West
at were taking place in Selma, Bir-
d deeply about what was happening
rgia, Mississippi, and Florida. And
they joined in the effort. Not long
ights movement was opened, voices
irmichael, and Huey Newton called
nomic boom and frustrated by the
he promises of the Great Migration
thers, like Robby Wideman and his
ys and young men on my probation



and parole caseloads, chose neither
calls to organized resistance. Althot
of revolution, they turned to crime.

Labor market disadvantage cann
ity. There is evidence that labor ma
both majority and minority popula
antipathies have historically disadve
kets, especially for preferred jobs, tl
of joblessness, unemployment, and

Americans seem to hate talking
more important in American histor
between racial and ethnic groups, a:
we consider either crime or employ
nations as well, one cannot really
economic changes on social life wi
conflicts. European nations increa
complicate their economic, social, ¢
in former colonies. In those count
up factories or contracting with Ic
of who benefits, who is exploited,
when industry arrives. These were
Revolution, they remained import:
moved out of the South in great n
North and when Asians were explc
century railroads, and they remais
have been disappearing in some pl
arguments about immigration are
works for whom.

We cannot seriously consider the
of Pittsburgh between the adolescer
of Robby without recognizing that
community, profoundly affected b:
postwar years, the hopes of the civi
accompanied the decline of the stee

In some places, early twentief
ers from among Eastern and Sout
In Pittsburgh Czechs, Germans, C
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- church-led civil rights activity nor
1gh frequently invoking the rhetoric
4

ot be reduced just to racial inequal-
rket marginality is criminogenic in
tions. But because racial and ethnic
ntaged some in access to labor mar-
iese factors can aggravate the effects
underemployment on criminality.
bout race, but few factors have been
y than our conflicts and differences
1d this has certainly been true when
ment. As is the case in many other
appreciate the dynamics of recent
thout considering racial and ethnic
singly find that ethnic differences
ind political lives at home as well as
ries where corporations are setting
cal manufacturers there are issues
and who controls decision making
issues during America’s Industrial
int issues when African Americans
umbers to compete for jobs in the
vited in the building of nineteenth-
1 contentious issues now that jobs
aces. At the heart of contemporary
questions about ethnicity and who

> changes in the Homewood section
1t years of John Wideman and those
it was and continues to be a black
y migration from the South in the
| rights era, and the loss of jobs that
| industry in the 1970s and 80s.

h-century industries drew work-
hern European immigrant groups.
roats, and Italians worked the steel
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mills. In Chicago Greeks, Italians,
yards. There was competition and e
groups, and with native white wor
first streams of what became the G
ment of the black population out ¢
the North, South, and later the Wes
of workers a new level of conflict
ensued.

The Great Migration was propell
the South, the region’s ongoing opp:
tion of jobs and the promise of a be
ple flow continued into the 1960s a
ern cities to an extent previously un
established in New York’s Harlem
Hough, Pittsburgh’s Homewood ang
or industrial cities of the North, M
before them, these beach heads, la
munities, provided new arrivals w:
ing place to begin their new, very
for these particular communities—
the ethnic neighborhoods populate:
was that they, like African America
phia, Washington, and later Los A
for the most part remain racially se
heads for new arrivals. They did nc
ethnics, moving in succeeding gen
economic circumstance improved. .
Nancy Denton have described in t
African American urban experienc
to and concentrated in tightly cont:
group.”® Where the restrictive, seg
pattern has been a movement by a f
hoods adjoining the ghetto, which t
be sure, at the turn of the twenty-fir
cans who have successfully colonize
remain predominantly white, but th
tial segregation has lessened a bit i1



and Poles found jobs in the stock-
t times conflict between immigrant
kers. With the First World War the
reat Migration—the massive move-
f the rural South to urban areas in
t—began. And with this new group
over who got to work which jobs

ed by the collapse of “big cotton” in
essive race relations, and the attrac-
tter life up North. This massive peo-
nd introduced dark faces to north-
seen. Large black communities were
. Chicago’s South Side, Cleveland’s
1 Hill District, and in most other big
idwest, and West. Like immigrants
rgely ethnically homogenous com-
th housing and a socially welcom-
different, lives. What was different
-black communities—compared to
1 by Italians, Irish, Poles, and Croats
n communities in Detroit, Philadel-
1geles and San Francisco, were and
gregated.” They were not just beach
ot get to follow the pattern of white
rations out of their ghettos as their
As sociologists Douglas Massey and
heir book American Apartheid, the
e has been one of being restricted
olled sections of cities like no other
regating bonds were loosened the
ew, usually by integrating neighbor-
hen usually rapidly resegregate.” To
st century there are African Ameri-
d areas that remain and are likely to
ey are relatively few. Racial residen-
1 America, but for the most part its



cities are today nearly as segregatec
of the modern civil rights movemer
Even though African American \
cally and socially more secure live
with the move north, they still face
ket. Some companies refused to hir
desirable positions, and until rather
membership in some industrial un
achieving membership in some craf
skilled, blue-collar jobs began to d
the last hired was the first fired, this
As a result, a higher proportion of
to find jobs in the lower sectors of t
ondary sector, where they have bee
efits than their brethren who were f
primary sector manufacturing jobs.
In African American communi
combination of a higher likelihood
from manufacturing jobs, workers |
by displaced manufacturing employ
problems because of racial reside
Latino populations in the US suffe:
processes. What this means is that «
the shifting labor market have cau
brown neighborhoods than they mi
lated predominately by whites.*
European countries are experie
terns that include some similar ra
of course they have very different
the Americas. Western European n
of the age of conquest increasingly
electing to seek opportunity in the
the Netherlands, and others extend
gration to those born in their forn
ple have freely migrated in recent d
need for workers brought on by Wo
the West Indies just as the hunger fc
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1 as they were before the beginning
1t.

vorkers were able to build economi-
s for themselves and their families
d marginalization in the labor mar-
> them. Others restricted them from
late in the century they were denied
ions, and still today have difficulty
t unions.” Consequently, when low-
isappear from American cities and
disproportionately fell upon blacks.
\frican American laborers have had
he American labor market, the sec-
n paid less and have had fewer ben-
ortunate enough to land blue-collar,

ies today, the population faces the
of individual workers being laid off
being bumped from low-sector jobs
rees, and the concentration of social
itial segregation.” To some extent
- from lesser versions of these same
riminogenic forces that result from
sed even more crime in black and
ght in the residential districts popu-

ncing two different migration pat-
ial and ethnic dynamics, although
racial histories than do nations of
ations that held colonies as a result
have new black and brown citizens
colonizing nation. Britain, France,
citizenship or at least easier immi-
ler colonies. As a result, more peo-
ecades. In the United Kingdom the
rld War II fueled immigration from
r workers in the United States drew
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blacks to Detroit and Cleveland. In
largest black settlement in Europe a
ing black community in the Europ
there to work in ship building. Toda
Town section of Cardiff, and while
Side of Chicago, it is set apart from
Paris, Amsterdam, and Rome all ha
as a result of their nations’ colonial
The other force “darkening” Eurt
in the form of guest workers. In Ger
ers have come from Turkey; in It
resulting from reunification have
worker sentiments that have boiled
Turkish enclave where the domina
bles some Germans. There exists a t
the larger community, with Turks «
ever become German and Germans
want to really become German. Ger
where there are substantial anti-imi
One can reasonably expect that
lose manufacturing as a result of glc
resulting problems seen in the US.
stratification focuses the negative
tions, which are increasingly people
bling patterns that are similar to th
sian suburbs in 2005 were a respons
back some long-standing job prote
ties who have long existed on the e
tunity to object to being kept at ar
Spain has experienced riotous atta
because natives perceive them as sj
it is reported that one of the major
same name as one of Chicago’s long
America’s job losses began early |
bly steel and automobile manufactu
remain competitive with their cot
remains to be seen if Europe and ]



Cardift Wales, Tiger Bay became the
nd continues as the longest continu-
ean Union, when Jamaicans moved
y Tiger Bay is subsumed in the Butte
it is not as segregated as the South
 the remainder of the city. London,
ve blacker and browner populations
histories.

ope is the movement of cheap labor
many, large numbers of guest work-
aly from Africa. Economic strains
- been exacerbated by anti-guest
up in Germany. In Berlin there is a
nt language is Turkish, which trou-
nsion between this community and
omplaining that they cannot really
s complaining that the Turks do not
many is not the only European state
nigrant sentiments.”

to the extent that these countries
balization, they may experience the
To the extent that racial and ethnic
consequences onto ethnic popula-
> of color, they may reproduce trou-
ose in the US. French riots in Pari-
e to the government’s attempt to roll
tions for younger workers. Minori-
“onomic margins seized this oppor-
m’s length from the French dream.
cks on Latin American immigrants
bawning gang activity. Interestingly,
gangs is called the Latin Kings, the
-standing gangs.

because some of its industries, nota-
ring, did not reinvest, upgrade, and
interparts in Europe and Japan. It
apan can avoid the substantial loss



of manufacturing that continues tc
avoid the social problems faced by
happened in some European cities
miracle that characterized that city
EU (dubbed the Celtic Tiger becat
the Great Recession), was desperate
ufactures shuttered plants there just

The challenges of limited emp
industrial nations of the so-called
tion their own precarious social and
been complicated by the influx of in
nations. Even with its problems, Sc
nomic force in Africa, and as have w
Africans from throughout the sub.
lives in the mines and farms of the
democratic government of South A
deliver on the promise of improved
was the hope of liberation. That tasl
influx of these immigrants. Unlike
European industrial countries, ma
not legal residents.”? They do prov
ethnic resentments that are seen els

What South African geograph
changed in ways that allow native/
Historically the apartheid city was
Asian (Indian) section on the perij
the outside of the city limits. Transp
districts to the city was difficult, esp
could, with considerable effort, get
districts and to the places of some
were lucky to have one. In spite of
and its pass and residential laws, un
heid city remains. Today, though, -
townships have swelled because of
other nations. Sometimes it is outsi
from—the long-standing black tow
regate their residents. There is rese
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 occur in the US, and by doing so
 the latter. Deindustrialization has
. Dublin, long before the economic
since Ireland’s initial entry into the
1se of its booming economy before
ly bad off after Ford and other man-
‘as they had in the States.

loyment are not restricted to the
north. Since South Africa’s libera-
| economic postapartheid reality has
1migrants from poorer sub-Saharan
yuth Africa remains the major eco-
rorkers in the Americas and Europe,
-Saharan region have sought better
ir prosperous neighbor nation. The
frica already had a daunting task to
social and economic well-being that
has become more difficult with the
the movement of many workers to
1y of South Africa’s immigrants are
oke some of the same nativist and
ewhere.

ers call “the apartheid city” has
mmigrant tensions to be observed.
white within the city limits with an
hery and black townships lying on
ort from black townships and Asian
ecially from the former, but workers
to service jobs in white residential
what more substantial jobs, if they
the demise of the apartheid regime
surprisingly, the legacy of the apart-
a new place has been added. Black
desperately poor work seekers from
de of—and in some instances away
nships, where squatters’ camps seg-
ntment among some portion of the
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black South African population of
seen as competitors and a drain on
course, the same objections arguec
US and Europe). This resentment v
whom were Zimbabwean, riots that
In South Africa it is not the loss «
but ongoing unemployment and imr
the hierarchical arrangements that ¢
is preferred in the labor market, th
It remains to be seen how labor m:
developing nations where manufact
quences will occur as a result.

Gender

Persistent problems in disadvantag
tion and uneven marriage market:
support children alone with modes
sider the consequences of labor str
looking at women’s work. First, evi
evaluated the class standing of fan
and occupation of the male head
(if it was not always) very problem:
eth century. For decades now most
children, have worked outside of th
depended on two breadwinners to
class lifestyles, and in the case of
and counties, to keep their househo
women begin working when they |
if and when they have a family. Wh
their expectations and frustrations
likely that we have to take both into
the effects of labor stratification on
ing number of women are the head:

These changes are further comp
that women have faced in the labo
has had the characteristics of the se



‘these interlopers because they are
“already strained social services (of
| by anti-immigrant activists in the
vas behind anti-immigrant, most of
rocked South Africa in 2008.

of jobs that is causing social distress,
portantly the stratification of labor,
lecide who gets which jobs and who
at is the source of social problems.
rkets will be ethnically stratified in
uring is moving to and what conse-

ed communities are family disrup-
, too frequently leaving women to
- incomes. We cannot seriously con-
atification’s effect on crime without
n though traditionally sociologists
rilies by focusing on the education
of household, this practice became
tic in the second half of the twenti-
adult women, even those with small
e home.” Families have increasingly
ave a shot at or to maintain middle-
amilies existing in depressed cities
Id heads above water. Second, many
eave school and expect to continue
ile we may not know as much about
 as we do about young men, it is
account in order to fully appreciate
social life and crime. Third, a grow-
5 of their households.*

licated by the historic disadvantage
r market. Women’s work frequently
condary sector. They have not been



paid as well, even when doing equ
not had access to as many benefits .
ers too often assuming that they’ll t
care, and we all know about the g
likelihood of women’s promotions-
ify bonds to work.

And then there are children. Emj
not promote women. For families, ¢
and a negative: A negative because
because of the utility that wanted ch
When they are not planned or not
and social burdens of struggling fan
young, children can seriously limit ]
work. But for our purposes, childr
are an important source of bonding

Labor market experience may w
think that we do not have as many
affect potential criminality among
this question needs to be taken ser
begin to at least build conceptual n
It is safe to assume that policies anc
families, pay inequality patterns, a
tant influences on the well-being of

Further, when we think about w
ties of living in distressed commu
American women, the fact that so 1
are now in prison or have a prison
to find quality, stable employment,
nomical and child rearing struggle.
can American births to single wom
of decline.”

Latino women have some of the:
so. The Latino male imprisonment
Americans, and a smaller proportio
ents. But they have other problem:
working in very low-wage, unstabl
with the Immigration and Custo
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ivalent work. They have frequently
as their male counterparts, employ-
e covered by their husbands’ health
ass ceilings that have inhibited the
~the promotions that help to solid-

loyers have used them as excuses to
hildren are (usually) both a positive
- they are expensive, and a positive
ildren bring when they are planned.
wanted, they add to the economic
iilies. And, when the mother is very
1er future options for education and
en are something else as well. They

ell not predict female criminality. I
good answers about how work will
women as we do among men, but
iously. Perhaps by doing so, we can
10dels for considering the question.
| practices that support women and
1d welfare reform will have impor-
children and communities.

omen of color, many of the difficul-
nities are exacerbated. For African
nany young African American men
- record, and that so many struggle
makes family life an especially eco-
And today, the proportion of Afri-
en is increasing again after a period

se same challenges, but perhaps less
- rate is lower than that of African
n of children are born to single par-
: both men and women frequently
> jobs, sometimes seasonally; issues
ms Enforcement agents and their



20 << MODERN MISERABLES

practices if they are undocumented
by employers and law enforcement

What about Crime?

Imagine my surprise when I begar
work and crime and I found out -
unemployment to be an especially
more than a few years earlier, when
sylvania, we “knew” that the best w
of keeping our clients (agency spe
prison was to get them a job. But n
have sometimes found that unempl
but other analyses find the oppos
something to the linkage between w
When initially writing about th
lessness, Wilson included among tl
Likewise, Massey and Denton inc
negative results of racial residenti:
Massey and Denton specified or s;
anisms by which crime would be j
either work. They, like others befo
and social distresses are criminoger
Subsequently, in work with crin
has written about how a decline in
nities makes them less capable of |
This argument builds on Sampson’s
social disorganization theory that e:
rates across neighborhoods.”” My a
project, are very compatible with m
Others have offered accounts
employment changes have influen
rates. Especially illuminating are a
studied Philadelphia, New York, an
gist Elijah Anderson’s study of blac
on the consequences to local cultu
very limited employment opport



; and perhaps increasingly, profiling
even if they are documented.

| studying the relationship between
that criminologists have not found
good predictor of crime. After all,
I worked as a parole agent in Penn-
ay (though by no means foolproof)
ak for parolees) from returning to
ow I realize that systematic analyses
oyment significantly predicts crime,
te. Surely, however, there must be
rork and criminality.

e effects on neighborhoods of job-
1e consequences increases in crime.
luded increased crime among the
1l segregation. Neither Wilson nor
peculated about the specific mech-
ncreased. This is not a criticism of
re, reasonably assert that economic
lic forces.

inologist Robert Sampson, Wilson
~social capital in destitute commu-
rotecting themselves from crime.?
earlier, and since extended, work on
cplains the macro variation in crime
rguments, which are central to this
odern social disorganization theory.
that begin to shed light on how
ced communities and their crime
group of urban ethnographies that
d Chicago neighborhoods. Sociolo-
k street life in Philadelphia focuses
re when people are poor and have
unities. The cultural pattern that



emerges among a portion of the p:
supports criminal lifestyles and the
Anthropologist Mercer Sullivan’s G
men in three Brooklyn communiti
ties. The areas have different unem
three neighborhoods have opportus
consequently the reactions of yous
activity, varies. Sociologist Mary P
focuses on an African American 1
cago. The economic circumstances
as desperate as those considered |
study, and the neighborhood is not
has focused on. It is very important
site differs from white middle-class
ways. First, it borders disadvantag
second, the fiscal life of residents is
that of the white middle class. The
the continuing racial residential se;
the community and its residents a
crime than their white middle-class
These studies begin to paint a pi
losses, community crime patterns
quantitative research about work :
in the past fifteen years, we begin
the economy affects criminality.” V
scholarship specifically on unemplc
described above, at times we find t
find that it actually leads to a decli
others find that employment rates s
An additional complication is p:
Thornberry and R. L. Christenson,
one of the problems with much of tl
that unemployment causes crime.
consider the reciprocal effects of cr
well. Those who end up with a crim
inality are considerably less succes
literature amplifies this point. Devz
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opulation—the code of the street—
 use of violence in some instances.
etting Paid is a study of how young
s adapt to their employment reali-
ployment rates, workers across the
rities for different kinds of jobs, and
1g people, including their criminal
attillo-McCoy’s Black Picket Fences
niddle-class neighborhood in Chi-
of the residents she studied are not
oy Anderson or some in Sullivan’s
as distressed as those which Wilson
to note that Pattillo-McCoy’s study
communities in two very important
ed, underclass neighborhoods; and
considerably more precarious than
se differences are a consequence of
sregation of US cities.® As a result,
e exposed to and experience more
counterparts.”

ture of how, under the strain of job
are affected. When combined with
ind crime that has been published
to flesh out mechanisms by which
Ve must remember, though, that the
yment and crime is quite mixed; as
hat it increases crime, other studies
ne in some types of crime, and still
eem to have no effect on crime.”
esented by criminologists Terrence
and John Hagan.”? They argue that
1e extant literature is that it assumes
3oth analyses show that we need to
iminal behavior on employment as
inal record as a result of their crim-
sful on the job market. A growing
h Pager has found in experimental
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audit studies that both white and
records do less well in their job sea
not have a record.” Interestingly, s
cans without a felony conviction ar
whites with a record.

Parolees on my Pennsylvania ca:
lied about their status to get jobs. T
us. If they were found out, bosses cc
their job application. This happene
On at least one occasion, I am co
and return to prison could be link
fired for lying about his past convic
presented me with a dilemma bec:
employment and check up on thei
tried not to out them if I knew that 1
ative parole supervisions. Fortunate
their job prospects, I wasn’t as clos
the choice that their continued gai
tant than the forms I was required
and other parole agents, were that v

Furthermore, we know that it is
that matters to their lives and their
of work they do and their relations
back to the earlier description of H
we must acknowledge that this lin
leads to crime.” In light of what we 1
simplistic notions about the relatic
crime have limited utility, yet the ¢
is of substantial criminological imj
will trace out how the economy, th
ual criminality and collective crime

Why Do They Do It?

At the heart of nearly all criminol
tion, “Why do they do it?” Of cours
nologists might join the leagues of



African Americans with criminal
ch than others of their race who do
he also found that African Ameri-
e considerably less employable than

seload in the early 1970s sometimes
his presented a dilemma for both of
yuld fire them because theyd lied on
1 to several men that I worked with.
nvinced that a parolee’s new crime
ed directly to job loss after he was
tion. Men whod lied to secure a job
use I was obligated to verify their
- attendance and work. Generally, I
heyd lied. This required a bit of cre-
ly for me, and I think for them and
ely monitored as they were. I made
nful employment was more impor-
to submit. That’s how convinced I,
york matters.

not just whether people have work
involvement in crime, but the type
hip to the labor market. If we think
ugo's Jean Valjean’s desperate crime,
k is not always as simple as “need
10w know, we should recognize that
nship between unemployment and
onnection between work and crime
bortance. In the chapters to come I
rough employment, affects individ-
rates.

ogical inquiries is the simple ques-
e if we knew that, many of us crimi-
the jobless, but perhaps it is worth



beginning by thinking about crim:
there are three basic crime types:
crimes, and expressive crimes. By
that are for immediate material gair
of larceny. One might include robt
personal violence that is inherently
think it better, like law enforcemen
of it as a crime of violence, much o
all of it. Included among pecuniary
lower and upper classes. It is impor
guish these two categories, because
tionship to it is likely to propel moti
based on one’s social position.

By entrepreneurial crime I mes
where individuals engage in busin
cial gain: drug dealers, organized cr
corporate crimes. These types of ct
the other pecuniary crimes because.
same forces, these entrepreneurial
financial gain. This makes them esj
disadvantaged circumstances and
classes. This is not a new idea; the
was made long ago.* The average
make a living at it, and even when ¢
obtain measurable financial success
ers and organized criminals can ma
too, though, we should be careful
Low-level drug sellers do not do
reported that low-level —especially
make less than minimum wage wh
averaged and the cost of buying pr
overhead—is considered.” The cont
taged street youth too frequently b
drug markets is an easy way to do
their description of the low-level, -
able to them at places like McDona
of growing up, sometimes on the wi
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nal motivation. We might say that
pecuniary crimes, entrepreneurial
pecuniary I mean those violations
. Classically these are various forms
very here, but because of the inter-
~a part of this form of acquisition I
t and most criminologists, to think
f which is expressive crime, but not
crimes are the larcenies of both the
ant for our purposes that we distin-
the economy and individuals’ rela-
ves for criminal behavior differently

n that subset of pecuniary crimes
sslike criminal practices for finan-
iminals, those involved with certain
imes should be distinguished from
‘while they may be motivated by the
rimes are more likely to lead to real
ecially attractive to criminals from
he greedy of the more prosperous
compelling case for this distinction
burglar or petty thief really cannot
omparatively successful, they hardly
. By contrast, a select few drug deal-
ke a living with these pursuits. Here
10t to fall into popular stereotypes.
rery well. A study of drug markets
entry-level—street dealers actually
en the highs and lows of selling are
oduct from their wholesaler—their
rary is the stereotype that disadvan-
uy into. They think that working in
better than working a “slave job”—
unglamorous options usually avail-
d’s. In his autobiographical account
ong side of the law, Nathan McCall,
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now a Washington Post reporter, 1
drug dealer was much different fror

I quickly discovered that dealing v
reefer was a round-the-clock hustle
than I wanted to invest. Unloading a
up to an hour-. ..

... I finally had to admit that ]
dealer. Dealing drugs is harder thar
this day, I laugh when I hear folks s
don’t want to work. There’s no job n
It’s the only thing I've really tried ha

In a story about a Seattle nonprc
compete on the job market, a Seat
who said,

Many of the jobs start at minimum
apprenticeship and is looking for a j
than he was making when he was s¢
bad days and the time behind bars.
is harder than a regular job and it’s
“The only thing is, it’s faster”

Research findings affirm the val
Peter Reuter and his colleagues, stt
DC, found that two-thirds of thos
they held jobs in the legitimate ecor
minimum wage from this side busi
sociologist Sudhir Venkatesh, stud
that although gangs make more mo
native forms of income, the premi
and illegal, and overhead. They too
dealers make roughly minimum wa

Even though the reality of drug ir
lar mythology suggests, I include d
because for the few who work their



ecounts how the reality of being a
n the mythology.

vasn't so easy as it seemed. Selling
that required more time and energy
single O.Z. (ounce) sometimes took

“lacked the discipline to be a good
1 any job I've had, then or since. To
ay drug dealers are lazy people who
1ore demanding than dealing drugs.
rd to do, and failed at.?®

fit that tries to prepare offenders to
tle Times reporter quoted a source

wage, but [he] —who’s completed an
ob in construction—figures it’s more
lling dope once you factor in all the
“When you really add it up, hustling

less than minimum wage,” he said.

idity of these accounts. Economist
dying drug dealing in Washington,
e selling on the street did so while
1omy and that few netted more than
ness.”® Economist Steven Levitt and
ying in an undisclosed city, report
ney from drug sales than from alter-
um is cancelled by risk, both legal
conclude that individual street level
ge‘39

icome for most is far less than popu-
ealing among entrepreneurial crime
way up past the lower rungs of the



distribution ladders, it is possible t
rivals or the police take you out. Ar
financial success, the hope that it wil

Organized crime is the classic al
people from disadvantaged backgro
many people take this route, but that
by commentators as an alternative
upward mobility.** As is the case v
business or in illegal drug markets, ¢
up over time to positions that bring :

Other examples of entrepreneur
that bolster the financial gain of up
poration itself. I might have includ
in the past, but corporate scandals i
fraud actually had the effect of def
cussion of the economy, employm
these types of crimes. As we saw wil
then with the accounting fraud sca
son, etc.), and most recently and -
Street, these crimes negatively affe
pricing—for example, the price of e
their negative influence on stock m
ees and retirees, and perhaps most ¢

Expressive crimes, many of whic
est” category. Here we simply includ
by the FBI and most police departm
bery. These are crimes of interper
against strangers, acquaintances, or
ious forms of vandalism, including :
For our consideration of questions
and criminality, expressive crimes 1
typically (with the exception of rob
for financial gain, but the literature
crimes are related to economic patt

Answers to this question tend tc
popular fears of the poor are cultt
assert that among the disadvantag
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o make a living at it—at least until
d even if it usually does not lead to
| motivates many entry-level dealers.
ernative route to “the good life” for
unds. By classic I do not mean that
-organized crime has been described
> ladder to the standard paths for
7ith both employment in legitimate
ne can start low and work their way
ncreased financial rewards.

ial crimes are acts by corporations
per-level management and the cor-
ed stockholders in the last category
n recent years involving accounting
rauding stockholders. Any real dis-
ent, and crime has to acknowledge
h the savings and loan scandals and
ndals (Enron, Tyco, Arthur Ander-
vividly the Ponzi schemes on Wall
ct the economy via their effects on
nergy in the case of Enron—and by
arkets, the damage done to employ-
learly on workers.

h are violent crimes, are the “clean-
e the standard set of crimes counted
ents: murder, assault, rape, and rob-
sonal violence whether committed
intimates. But they also include var-
1 lot of graffiti-painting or “tagging”
- of how employment affects crime
nay be the most interesting. People
bery) do not engage in these crimes
s clear that the occurrences of these
erns. The question is, why?

 be of two types. Corresponding to
iral and subcultural notions which
ed are those who have developed
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values and beliefs that allow or even
ize others. The second type of answe
cumstances of individuals and their
allow aggression to be less checked
too few writers who effectively brid
question of how economic factors, i

Fundamentally, we must recogni
the material motivations for crime
offenders themselves, as well as the
nologists, choose to explain the lin
and income by saying that people d
The empirical research literature, he
links between economic factors an
and entrepreneurial. To be sure, the
fruits of their criminality, but it is
can explain crime. Some other force
required in order to cause most pec

In this volume the focus will be
crimes of the lower classes, violation:
street crimes. To a limited extent I w
ial crimes as well. Why leave out the t
the pecuniary and even violent crim.
after all, are considerably more damr
There are several reasons for the chc
in getting a better understanding of
the disadvantaged in society are far
more preferred circumstance. The laf
of options that include criminality, :
making choices, their choices are
are made with restricted freedom. Tk
likely to be a bit different from the la
proportion of greed in their motiva
of the relatively wealthier criminal’s
of the relatively poorer. The poor p
by anger, hopelessness, and the utter
may not be contemporary Jean Valje
to Hugo's hero than the corporate exc



encourage them to violently victim-
r focuses on the social structural cir-
communities that create violence, or
than in the wider society. There are
ge these two types of answers to the
ncluding jobs, cause violent crimes.
ze that research has long shown that
> are not strong predictors.” Many
police, the media, and some crimi-
k between poverty, unemployment,
0 it because they want or they need.
owever, finds weak and inconsistent
d property crimes, both pecuniary
re are those who enjoy the material
unlikely that needs or wants alone
, in addition to needs and desires, is
ple to commit crimes.

on violent crimes and the pecuniary
 frequently referred to as common or
ill touch on lower-end entrepreneur-
alance of entrepreneurial crimes and
es of the upper classes? These crimes,
aging to both economy and society.
ice, not least of which is my interest
- street crimes. First, the options for
more restricted than for those from
ter may more freely choose from sets
and while the disadvantaged too are
lore constrained and their decisions
us the motivations for the former are
tter. One can distinguish them by the
tion. I would assert that much more
actions are propelled by greed than
rson is more likely to be influenced
“despair of those around them. They
ans, but they are considerably closer
cutive raiders and reckless gamblers,



who likely enjoyed seeing Les Miz
The second reason for making this
misguidedly, propel so much of our
finally, it is simply because including
one volume and for one research age

The Coming Chapters

To make sense of how the jobs an
rates of social collectives—nations,
begin by considering the observed
and how social scientists have tried
chapter I will describe in more dete
tion between work and crime and be
connection. In Chapter 3 I will focu
has attempted to develop a more cc
markets and individuals’ participatic
nality. Chapter 4 focuses on delinqu
“criminals” who are not yet of worki:
less is influenced by the economy.
ecology and crime, and address qu
experiences of residents are condi
neighborhoods and local labor marl
and 7 I will expand these ideas, whic!
tested using urban US data, to rural
I'll draw some conclusions, speculat
problems described, and consider ne

Revisiting Homewood

The Homewood of the 1950s, whe
cessful professor and writer, grew

that were somewhat better off ecor
other black neighborhoods in The
Certainly Homewood also had its |
time Robby Wideman was a teena;
that occurred in the 1960s were bei
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on Broadway from opera-pit seats.
choice is that street crimes, perhaps
- public policy and discussions. And
the other crime types is too much for
nda.

d the labor market influence crime
cities, neighborhoods—we need to
patterns and distributions of crime
0 explain those patterns. In the next
il what we know about the connec-
>gin an expanded explanation of this
s on the findings of recent work that
mplete understanding of how labor
n in the work force influence crimi-
ents, in particular that large group of
ng age but whose behavior neverthe-
Chapter 5 will focus on community
estions of how the work and school
ioned by the characteristics of the
cets in which they live. In chapters 6
h have been primarily developed and
areas and other nations. In chapter 8
e on policies that might mitigate the
w directions for research.

e John Wideman, now a very suc-
up was a community with sections
1omically than most of Pittsburgh’s
Hill District and on the North Side.
lighted, struggling sections. By the
ser, the considerable social changes
ng felt on Homewood’s streets. John
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describes Robby as growing up w
streets and a desire to make a quick
higher crime rate that hit Homewo
urban America in the 60s, was in
felt by the children of Great Migrat
learned during their youth that the
Land exceeded the reality. Robby
wanted more than the life the steel :

Then in the mid-1970s, Pittsburg
1980s some of them were dismant
politicians made stirring speeches ¢
would ride out the economic storm
century government leaders were
burgh had come back. There were
jobs, but the mills were gone. Mill
sued work elsewhere; those that c
discarded by the steel industry and
iticians whod promised that they -
Homewood, once the vibrant comnr
now had sections that are best desc
hope in Robby’s Homewood of the
lier. There is even less hope there nc

An Up-Front Confession

Much of this volume is taken from 1
past two decades and the work of o
But some of the perspectives and i1
from no peer-reviewed journal, uni
tation. Some of it will not come fr
observations that I have made as
topics began with debates betweer
importance of poverty and income
dict violent crime. It was exposures
a sociologist that led me to seize o
work for understanding the creatio
ity. Those same exposures helped 1



th a taste for the fast life of those
‘buck. One can easily guess that the
od, as well as other communities in
part a consequence of frustrations
ion movers. This second generation
promise of the northern Promised
was a part of that generation that
nills promised.

h's mills began to disappear. In the
led and sold for scrap metal. Local
bout how Pittsburgh and its people
together. By the turn of twenty-first
proclaiming that the city of Pitts-
' new service sector and corporate
workers who could leave had pur-
yuld not move were left in despair,
| apparently forgotten by those pol-
would ride out the storm together.
munity of John Wideman’s youth,
ribed as underclass. There was less
1960s than in John’s of a decade ear-
W.

vork that I have been doing over the
thers that I have read along the way.
wterpretations that I will offer come
versity press, or conference presen-
om my data analyses or systematic
a sociologist. My interests in these
| sociologists over the comparative
inequality as factors that could pre-
‘that I had prior to being trained as
1 dual labor market theory’s frame-
n and persistence of social inequal-
ne to develop what I later came to



call the labor stratification and crin
force experiences affect criminality.
growing up in Pittsburgh’s inner ¢
probation and parole.

I spent my adolescence in Pittst
big steel was the city’s identity and t
men and their families. The mills v
layoffs, and strikes, but in Pittsburg
of Western Pennsylvania people bel
ing in those dark, hot, dangerous, di
yours. Even so, there was crime in’
city enclave just above Pittsburgh’s ¢

Robby Wideman, who I believe :
came of age a few miles away in an
the Widemans, but one of Robby
with him), Cecil, was for a brief tir
was probably eleven years old. Ro
about in Brothers and Keepers wer
and neighbors. The hopes of the Pr
of our family’s church and by the
including my parents, had come fr
by the time so many frustrations a
trialization, but my sociological vic
my hometown.

I did not plan to be a juvenile pr
ated from college, but like many cax
spent one year working in a rural
nia. Within the county were two sr
up around steel mills. Some of the |
the gritty sections of those towns,
A vyear after starting that job I mc
worked for two years as a parole a
Probation and Parole. I learned a |
the streets of Erie, and from visits
facilities (including a couple of tra
things I learned early on is conside
parolee with a job is far more likely
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1e thesis to try to explain how labor
The two significant exposures were
ity, and working for three years in

urgh’s Hill District at a time when
he source of a better life for working
vent through boom and bust times,
h and in the small cities and towns
ieved that over the long haul sweat-
rty mills would take care of you and
The Hill, a virtually all-black inner-
entral business district.

s just a few years younger than me,
other such enclave. I did not know
’s “rap partners” (those convicted
ne in my Boy Scout troop when he
bby’s frustrations that we can read
e the frustrations of my classmates
omised Land were held by members
adults living around us. Nearly all,
om the South. I had left Pittsburgh
1d hopes were crushed by deindus-
'w has been profoundly affected by

obation officer (PO) when I gradu-
reer turns, that one just happened. I
county in northwestern Pennsylva-
nall adjoining cities that had grown
kids on my first caseload were from
thers from mostly poor rural areas.
ved to Erie, Pennsylvania, where I
gent for the Pennsylvania Board of
ot from our clients, my coworkers,
to prisons and jails and treatment
ining stints). One of the important
red a no-brainier for all POs: that a
to stay out of jail.



30 << MODERN MISERABLES

As I considered the debate over
and found myself being drawn tow
explanatory tool for how both ec
labor market arrangements and ho
that my Pittsburgh and parole off
influential in my thinking. As I be
an academic manuscript that wou
that of others in a rather traditionz
continued writing, it has gotten in
that there have been times that our
available to me will not allow me tc
clusions, but I am confident that t
Hill who became a PO may add a
and labor market’s effects on crime.

I do not doubt that some of my ¢
find that these personal interpretati
At times they may feel that we do n
isn’t research that supports a parti
probability of such comments. I am
perspectives, we may enrich our de
ing. John Edgar Wideman realizec
was, Robby carried a part of John
that the people of The Hill carry wi
and so I choose to enrich this accot



- poverty versus income inequality
ard dual labor market theory as an
ynomic conditions are products of
w they are linked to crime, I found
icer experiences were increasingly
gan writing this book I envisioned
ld bring together my research and
| scholarly treatment. But as I have
reasingly personal. By that I mean
methods or the data that have been
) draw particular inferences or con-
he perspective of the kid from The
bit to my analyses of the economy

olleagues will read this and in places
ons go beyond what the data tell us.
ot yet know something or that there
cular position. I have accepted the
 convinced that by adding personal
bates and advance our understand-
| that no matter where his brother
wvith him. I have come to recognize
th them a bit of all of us who left—
nt with theirs.



2
“‘GetaJob’

The Connection between Work and Cr

My first encounter with Walter was
Walter was not too long out of priso
bery conviction. A skinny, sullen yc
than his early twenty-something y
caseload from that of another agen
real problem but that he was havin
so much of that first meeting focus
should say his lack of a job search.

was terribly interested in, but both |
ting and staring at me from across

that he needed to find a job than
interested in keeping him from bei
lation, for failing to follow job sea:
supervising agent and now reiterate
that he might generate. Walter com
I told him that he had to find a job
ing he would have to spend every 1
Pennsylvania knocking on doors an
he was to drop off, at the front desk
a list of the places that hed appliec
Walter finding a job? Because even 1
just a year and was essentially the s



in his mother-in-law’s living room.!
n after serving a few years for a rob-
ung man who looked even younger
ears, Walter was transferred to my
t. I had been told that he was not a
g a difficult time finding a job, and
ed on his job search—or perhaps I
Working was not something Walter
is recent bride and her mother, sit-
the room, were more acutely aware
he was. I suspect that they were as
ng returned to jail for a parole vio-
rch instructions (from his previous
1 by me), as they were in any income
pliantly nodded affirmatively when
and that beginning the next morn-
norning walking the streets of Erie,
d submitting applications. Each day
of the parole board’s district office,
| to that day. Why the emphasis on
hough I had been a parole agent for
ame age as Walter, I recognized that

>> 31
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he would not remain out of jail if he
lock him up for a parole violation, ¢

The robbery that sent Walter to
most robberies it had a pecuniary «
be painfully honest, even more stt
ter had no more interest in work b
once paroled. It all started one nigh
ing with a buddy. They wondered I
rolling when their money ran out.
it been today, going to an ATM) li
an old man out of the bar, mugged
returned to the same bar to conti
to the bar to seek help and call the
apparently did not notice him), wt
ture and conviction. No Jean Valje
was motivated by money, how they
complex tale than the hero of Le:
relatives.

I cannot remember a single trai
parole agent, of the importance of |
tainly part of the lore and my inforr
did not start working, the lifestyle tt
get him busted again. So, what mig
crime look like today, should parole

What they would find is that mu
on individuals’ current or recent in
ment. More recent scholarship, ha
with how people or groups come t
why they are poor, for example. W
crime it is important to recogniz
touches the lives of most people i
labor market. They are poor becaus
if they are employed their job pays
bers of a group that has been histo:
stream of the labor market. They liy
their irregular employment allows
if any at all, and they have little or



- did not find work. Either we would
r hed commit a new crime.
prison was a violent crime, but like
Juality to its motivation and was, to
ipid than most criminal acts. Wal-
fore going to the joint than he had
t when he was sitting in a bar drink-
ow they could keep the good times
Instead of cashing a check (or, had
ke most of us might, they followed
him just down the street, and then
nue drinking. The victim returned
police and saw his assailants (who
ich of course led to their easy cap-
an these crooks. While their crime
came to criminal behavior is a more
» Misérables quest to feed starving

ning session that told me, a novice
arolees having a job. But it was cer-
nal education in the office. If Walter
1at got him busted once would likely
ht the research on employment and
 officers elect to consider it?

ich of the past research has focused
come, poverty status, or unemploy-
wever, has included more concern
o be in a particular circumstance—
'hen we speak of the economy and
e that the way that the economy
s through their relationship to the
e they do not have a job, or because
too little, or because they are mem-
ically marginalized from the main-
e in slums or on the streets because
them to afford only very low rents
no hope of ever becoming a home



owner. They live in a city, state, or r
inequality because the industrial cc
consist of options for elite, high-inc
for those who serve the former. I we
or no energy pondering most of t
us, was affected by his relationship
his case it was his lack of employr
labor market, and his minimal des
his lifestyle and criminal involveme
affects criminality we have to focus
requires an act by an individual, an.
the economy are their jobs or, in
jobs.

The explanation of how work ir
here compliments some of the maj
sociological criminology in recent
long-standing theoretical explanatic
position, which I refer to as the la
focuses considerably more on the :
do traditional subculture of poverty
cially, and to a lesser extent Charle
of social structure seriously in his a
structural forces, but they essentiall
tural values that individuals (or gro
their and their progeny’s criminalit
than that espoused by Elijah Andet
code of the street” to the long-tern
of segments of the populations.’ B
ters on the lack of jobs that are av
vantaged inner-city neighborhood:
thesis is very compatible with his p

The labor stratification and crim
positions taken by William Julius V
of an urban underclass at the end o
resulting from deindustrialization, |
ton, and Ruth Peterson and Laure:
racial residential segregation in ¢
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ation characterized by high income
ymposition where they live tends to
ome occupations and low-paid jobs
buld guess that Walter invested little
hese issues, but he, like the rest of
 to the legitimate economy, and in
nent, his lack of connection to the
ire to find a job that was central to
nt. To understand how the economy
-on work, because ultimately crime
d individuals’ points of contact with
the case of juveniles, their parents’

fluences crime that I will advance
or arguments that have appeared in
years, and will contrast with some
ns. Regarding the latter, the current
bor stratification and crime thesis,
social and economic structure than
“arguments.” Edward Banfield espe-
s Murray, who treats some aspects
nalyses, give a passing nod to those
y center their arguments on the cul-
ups) have internalized which drives
y. These positions are very different
son, who links the emergence of “a
1 social and economic disadvantage
>cause Anderson’s explanation cen-
ailable to many residents of disad-
, the labor stratification and crime
ysition.

e thesis is also very compatible with
Vilson, who ascribed the emergence
f the twentieth century to job losses
»y Douglas Massey and Nancy Den-
1 Krivo, who emphasize the role of
ausing and maintaining economic
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disadvantage and crime.* Much lil
Paid traces both life chances and «
mate opportunities that are availat
argue that the kind of work that pec
where they live, and their work and
helps to determine their participat
gists Mary Pattillo-McCoy and Kar
particular characteristics of neighb
matter as central to their analyses, ]
of geography.® Central to the labor s
employment and disadvantage in t
affects crime and crime rates.

What the labor stratification and
endorsement of materialist explana
by Robert Merton in his classic “Sc
he argued that much crime occurr
opportunity, in an effort to impro
I acknowledge that at times peopl
wants and needs—but alone, this is

That said, we should begin by acl
omy, and certainly employment, in
ward as common sense suggest. In
ual criminal behavior and variation:
more complex than one would at fir

Unemployment, the Economy, ar

Until recently criminologists focus
ment was related to criminality, bt
inconsistent; some scholars find a
find that unemployment levels inc
For instance, Steven Raphael and R
decline in property crime that was
due to falling unemployment rates.
for some types of crimes,” while ¢
ciation." John Worral concluded, af
tors that should be taken into accot



e Mercer Sullivan, who in Getting
rime to the legitimate and illegiti-
le differentially to young people, I
ple have access to is conditioned by
that of those who live around them
ion in crime.® And, just as sociolo-
en Parker treat space, especially the
orhoods and sections of cities that
“too will emphasize the importance
tratification and crime thesis is how
he context of disadvantaged places

crime thesis is not is a full-throated
tions of crime such as that proffered
ycial Structure and Anomie,” where
ed because of reactions to blocked
ve material wants and needs.” Yes,
e engage in crime because of such
too limited of an explanation.
nowledging that just how the econ-
fluences crime is not as straightfor-
both the case of explaining individ-
s in crime rates, it looks increasingly
st expect.

d Crime

ed their study on how unemploy-
t, as I have said, that correlation is
positive relationship,® while some
rease some crimes but not others.’
udolf Winter-Ember report that the
 observed in the 1990s was largely
Others report negative relationships
thers find inconsistent or no asso-
ter considering a wide range of fac-
int when examining the association



between unemployment and crime
are “slow moving,” its force being fe
taken into account, he concludes tt
crime rates. One thing that we can
not consistently found the simple r
and crime (the former increasing tk
the weight of the evidence does su
some additional crime. Recognizi
rately, the limited pattern—recent
the connection between the econor
beyond the question of whether pe:
this research considers the types of
acteristics of their employment. Th
the economies of the US and othe:
have changed, political conversatio:
kinds of jobs that are available to w
more “family-wage jobs” has parall
tion of research on the stratificatio
Both the politicians (sometimes) an
importance of not just a job, but a h

Another important research stra
tors to get a handle on how crime s
economists Philip Cook and Gary Z
found that particular types of crime
changes. Burglary and robbery inci
auto theft increased with better ti
crime (with the exception of robbe
business cycles. Richard Rosenfeld
consumer confidence is a more rel
nal behavior than unemployment 1
confident, they contribute to a ma
decreases in robbery and propert:
believe that high consumer confid
the “great crime decline” that we wi

These and other studies have in
opment of a more complex underst
related to crime rates and criminal
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, that the effects of unemployment
t over extended time."”” When this is
at unemployment rates do increase
_be sure of is that researchers have
elationship between unemployment
e latter) that the public expects, but
ggest that unemployment produces
ng these patterns—or more accu-
work has more broadly examined
ny and crime, in particular moving
ople have jobs or not. One strand of
jobs that people hold and the char-
is focus has been timely because as
- traditional manufacturing nations
ns have increasingly been about the
orkers. The popular political call for
eled the emergence of the publica-
n of labor and its effects on crime.
d the researchers now recognize the
igh-quality job.

nd has used other economic indica-
elated to the economy. For example,
arkin examined business cycles and
s responded differently to economic
-eased when things were down, but
nes.” They also found that violent
ry) was unresponsive to changes in
and Robert Fornango reported that
able predictor of changes in crimi-
-ates.” As consumers become more
re robust economy, which leads to
y crimes. Rosenfeld and Fornango
ence explains an important part of
tnessed during the 1990s.

reasingly pointed us toward devel-
anding of how economic forces are
ity. This is especially so for violent
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crime. Does the economy or work
rape? I think so, and in the coming

The Stratification of Labor

Part of what makes the Walters of
and causes the Robby Widemans to
is a combination of what’s inside
and beliefs, but also what their co:
nature of and amount of opportun
role models, and network connect
and opportunities are affected by
labor market, and increasingly in 1
economic and social forces come to
are available to young people, and t
react to those options, including wc

The labor stratification and cri:
are not created equal and that ther
Building on dual labor market thec
why some groups, notably but not
are persistently poor, disadvantage:
economy more broadly, the labor s
how joblessness, unemployment, :
crime and criminality.

Central to dual labor market the
distinction between primary and s
tor jobs are characterized by relati
good-benefits, and a measure of jo
reasonable expectation of future em
tion. Often workers in such jobs be
with time and seniority their pay,
tantly their job security, increases. |
range of occupations from the clas:
to the blue-collar industrial jobs tt
can families built middle-class lifc
John Edgar Wideman grew up in, 1
in Pittsburgh’s steel industry.



. matter for homicide, assault, and
pages I'll try to make that case.

the world behave the way they do
be frustrated by their circumstance
of them—goals, aspirations, drives,
nmunities are like—along with the
ities available, educational options,
jons to jobs. In turn, these options
the local labor market, the nation’s
ecent decades, global forces. These
gether to determine the options that
hey help to determine how they will
rk options and criminal options.

me thesis emphasizes that all jobs
e is not open competition for jobs.
ry, which was developed to explain
xclusively marginalized minorities,
d in competing for jobs, and in the
tratification thesis leads us to study
and job quality together influence

ory arguments is an oversimplified
condary sector jobs.” Primary sec-
vely higher pay (family-wage jobs),
b security, where employees have a
ployment and perhaps even promo-
gin in low, entry-level positions and
benefits, and perhaps most impor-
(ncluded in this category are a wide
sic professions of law and medicine
lat many twentieth-century Ameri-
>styles on. In the Homewood that
nany men held primary sector jobs



In the case of professions, incom
tion of training and credentials. In
ers, the characteristics of their job
movement and the combination of 1
try and the negotiating power of th
classic professions and unskilled, bl
primary sector jobs are arrayed, ba
benefits accrue because of characte
viduals occupying them, and the ch
social organization of workers and
the loss of primary sector jobs that
munities. In many instances, when
is increased competition for second

Primary sector jobs are the rigt
and for conforming lifestyles. The
ciently to get to work regularly and
we value enough that they influenc
and we build our lifestyles around t
conducive to crime. People who ha
value are less likely to lead a life of «
corners, and in marginal company
In addition to the immediate conse
tion, hangovers, jail, injury—the lo
not regularly perform up to par, or i
additional cost to more reprobate li
jobs have fewer motivations for inv
entrepreneurial crime, and are less
the chance occurrences that typify
was to one of these jobs that I hope:
way, but I fully expected him to ins!
if he found a job at all.

Such secondary sector jobs are Ic
efits. Secondary sector workers’ job:
is frequently unstable, and therefor
likely to be in and out of work. The-
are very limited opportunities for
build a promising career in a seconc
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e, security, and benefits are a func-
the case of many blue-collar work-
s were a consequence of the labor
he health of their employing indus-
eir union. Between the poles of the
ue-collar unionized work the other
sed on the extent to which positive
ristics of the job and those of indi-
aracteristics of the industry and the
work. With deindustrialization, it is
has hurt people, families, and com-
primary sector jobs disappear there
ary sector jobs.

it stuff for building a middle class,
y are the jobs that we value suffi-
on time. They are the positions that
e and structure our days and habits,
hem. As a consequence they are less
ve to be at work on a job that they
-arefree late nights in bars, on street
engaging in questionable behavior.
Juences of such behaviors—exhaus-
ss of a valued job because one can-
s too often tardy, or a no-show, adds
festyles. People with primary sector
olvement in low-end pecuniary and
likely to lead lifestyles conducive to
much violent criminal behavior. It
1 my parolee, Walter, would find his
ead end up in the secondary sector,

w-paying, with few or even no ben-
s have less security and employment
e occupants of these jobs are more
vorkplace is structured so that there
advancement. One does not easily
lary sector occupation. Examples of
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these jobs are unskilled and nonuni
of whom are picked-up for day wo:
gardeners; those hired temporarily
ers; low-end restaurant jobs (not pr
eateries); and frequently retail wor
box” stores. The prototypical secon:
ment in a fast-food restaurant—th
used popularly to denote low-end e

While primary sector jobs give
career, and something additional t
one be fired from a secondary sect
holders are liberated from having
to perform well or even up to par. \
being late or too often a no-show, |
have motivations, because of sparse
seize opportunities to moonlight a
without the constraints of a job wo:
a “street” lifestyle that increases the
violence.” Steven, a parolee living i1
McJob prior to prison. He and his |
incomes with the proceeds from bu
needed more money, but a feeling
“What the hell?”

It is important to emphasize that
ondary sector jobs. Perhaps one of
been inconsistently found to be rel:
a concept. People who tend to be
frequently cycle in and out of worl
a secondary sector worker or uner
US census or the monthly Current
function of the current work circus
fill out the questionnaire or are ir
In earlier work I found utility in a
not distinguishing between second
ployed, and in that analysis the t
labor stratification and crime pers
ity of employment (secondary sect



onized construction workers, many
’k; unbonded security guards; most
to unload trucks; piecemeal work-
fessional waiters in swanky upscale
kers, especially those in some “big
lary sector job may well be employ-
us the title “McJobs” that has been
mployment.'¢

one a good income, a prospective
o lose, there is little to lose should
or position. In other words, McJob
0 worry so much about being able
Nhen the fed-up boss fires them for
ittle is lost. As a result these people
> wages, to dabble in larceny and to
s a street corner drug dealer. Also,
th losing, they can more freely lead
ir chances of becoming involved in
1 a rural Pennsylvania county, had a
buddies supplemented their meager
rglaries. It wasn’t so much that they
of nothing to lose, of “Why not” or

instability is a characteristic of sec-
the reasons that unemployment has
ited to crime is that it is too limited
employed in secondary sector jobs
<. Whether a person is classified as
nployed according to the decennial
Population Survey (CPS) is more a
nstance of a respondent when they
iterviewed by a census employee.”®
“study of Seattle neighborhoods in
ary sector workers and the unem-
vo variables were combined.” The
ective argues that it is this instabil-
or work, unemployment, and being



completely out of the labor market)
bined with the lack of desirability (
is criminogenic.

The traditional unemployment
other direction as well (in addition
workers who cycle in and out of v
and reported statistic represents tl
of work and searching for work.*
are left unaccounted for in the wic
used in research: those who are wo
employment; discouraged workers
legal labor market and are no long
such as Walter until I cracked dow
last); and those who, when employ
radar of the state bureaucracy. Exar
number of men in many cities who
at understood places in the hope of
almost always off the books. Today
Home Depot and Lowes Home In
these workers. Both the men hopin
ers know where prospective worker
son hiring, will drive up in a pick
guys. Either the first five into the ti
the crowd will work that day for low
protection of systems such as worki
ment insurance.

Elliot Liebow’s classic study Ta
laborers in Washington, DC in the
worked irregularly in this system
The day worker system continues t
along Second Avenue, African Ame
near the Millionaire Club in the ho
lionaire Club is an assistance progra
ple.? In upscale Santa Barbara, Cal
within a few blocks of the scenic b
men in Santa Barbara, Seattle’s “mi
are marginalized workers, but man
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, or labor market marginality, com-
ralue) of secondary sector jobs, that

rate statistic is too narrow in the
to failing to count secondary sector
vork), because this frequently used
1e number of people currently out
Three important groups of people
lely publicized unemployment rate
rking part-time but desire full-time
(people who have given up on the
er looking for gainful employment,
m on him, though the effect didn’t
ed, work at jobs that are below the
nples of this last group are the large
are day workers. These men gather
being hired to work for a few hours,
, home improvement stores such as
)provement Stores frequently draw
g to be hired and potential employ-
s gather. Typically a jobber, the per-
1p truck and say that he needs five
uck or the five that he selects from
wages, no benefits, and without the
nen’s compensation and unemploy-

lley’s Corner tells the story of day
early 1960s.”' Talley and his buddies
ind in other secondary sector jobs.
o function in many cities. In Seattle
rican, Latino, and white men gather
pe of finding a day’s work. The Mil-
m for unemployed or homeless peo-
fornia, mostly Mexican men gather
eaches for the same purpose. These
lionaires,” and Talley and company
y of them do not appear in most of
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our statistics, not even those report
to broaden our conceptualization o
crime. Day workers frequently do 1
for survey workers to find (many ar
tionable immigration status); as
pay into government systems for th
paid off the books, in cash. As a re
are inherently conservative and th
labor marginality on crime and crir
A word about illegal labor mark
economy in general is in order. The
are not synonymous. The underg
of off-the-books work, including
above; the large number of black, L
clean houses or, to use their verna
ney drivers in Pittsburgh’s black co:
August Wilson’s Jitney).” Also in tt
who labor as entrepreneurs (e.g., b:
barbers who do hair in their home
tutes, fences, and bookmakers).? Ci
omist Richard Freeman, reviewing
and qualitative studies, concluded
up” by earning money in both the
mies.” Fagan and Freeman argue tt
as either-or, but rather as a contin
Indeed, a number of petty burglar
just that. They worked low-wage, sc
opportunities to steal or fence some
tage of it. My parolee Steven, whor
dies did just this. People move farth
illegal end where wages are lower, j
is less promising—where the local |
The following example helps to ¢
fication of labor works at the indiv
ity that nonpecuniary crime may o«
weekday night of two young Pittsbu
unionized steel mill worker. He has



>d in recent studies that have sought
f the relationship between work and
10t appear because they are difficult
e homeless, very mobile, or of ques-
entioned above, employers do not
em; and many, when they work, are
sult, even these broadening studies
us may underestimate the effect of
ne rates.

ts and the underground or shadow
> later includes the former, but they
round economy includes all sorts
the employment queues described
atina, Asian, and white women who
cular, who do “days work”; and jit-
nmunities (for a vivid portrayal see
e off-the-books economy are those
1ck-ally mechanics, beauticians and
s) and hustlers (e.g., pimps, prosti-
iminologist Jeffrey Fagan and econ-
a large number of both quantitative
that many young criminals “double
' legitimate and illegitimate econo-
at these options should not be seen
um used by some to gain income.
s on my adult parole caseload did
metimes temporary jobs, and when
thing came along, they took advan-
n I introduced earlier, and his bud-
er along this continuum toward the
obs are less stable, and employment
abor market is more stratified.
xplain how I believe that the strati-
idual level to increase the probabil-
cur. Consider the options on a 1975
rgh men.? The first is an entry-level,
 been told that when he accrues six



months of seniority that he can “p
crew (sweeping, cleaning, and do
tasks in the mill) to an apprenticesh
skilled positions that pay better ar
The union, long ago, negotiated a gc
ries, even for those in entry-level jol
of the United Steel Workers of Am
been successful at protecting the jol

The second young man is empl
typical of these employers there a
there is little or no expectation on tl
of advancement within the compan
is lucky, he may someday become
marginally better than he currently
even as assistant manager and eve
will spend a considerable amount
fryer).

Both men are approached in the
to go out with the boys and have a fe
as he would like to join his friends
must be on time for his day turn shi
His job, with its present and poten
stake in conformity that leads him t
tion—not because he differs from -
because his job has value.

The second young man consider
friends and in the context of his Mc
or even fails to show, what does he |
fast-food franchise across the strec
quality. Obviously the characterist
ment do not provide the same stak
mans job does.

When the boys go out for the ev
engage in crime. But when they ar
street corner having consumed alcc
the increased probability of crime
of young males, the most likely grot
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ut in” to be moved from the labor
ing some of the most undesirable
ip for one of the semiskilled or even
1d have better working conditions.
od medical plan and generous sala-
>s. Workers in the mill are members
erica, a union that historically had
s and benefits of its members.

yed by a fast-food franchise. As is
e few benefits, the pay is low, and
e part of this or any other employee
y. If he stays around for a while and
“an assistant manager, which pays
makes working the counter (though
n perhaps someday as manager, he
of time at that counter or over the

late evening by out-of-work friends
w drinks. Our steelworker, as much
, considers and declines because he
ft, and he cannot arrive hung over.”
ial future benefits, has given him a
0 a decision to not accept the invita-
his friends on values or beliefs, but

s the opportunity to socialize with
Job. He accepts. If he is late for work
ose? If fired he can simply go to the
t and get a job of equally dubious
ics of the second person’s employ-
e in conformity that the first young

ening, there may be no intention to
> in a tavern, or a pool hall, or on a
hol, two of the routine elements for
occurring are present.”® This group
1p to engage in and to be victimized



42 << “GET A JOB”

by crime, includes both the motiva
of crime. They may assault, even |
be mugged by others. Recall how t
drinking buddy began ended: in pr

For a contemporary version of tl
worker. To illustrate how the Ame
living in Seattle, would illustrate i
worker at Microsoft or for one of t
in every state is trying to attract. Bu
jobs, unlike the low-skilled jobs th:
ing the heyday of the industrial era
capital and frequently cultural capit
workers in primary sector jobs are,
further away from their age contem
ing at all, on the margins of the labc

The example highlights three tl
and crime thesis. First, it is in the c
ginalized from the labor market tl
most criminogenic. Being out of v
sector alone can be correlated with
pany of others so situated appears
young men in this scenario did nof
ity or, to borrow a pejorative conce
instead have lifestyles that are cond
crime as both perpetrators and vic
in pecuniary crime when among t
want to emphasize the spontaneity
lifestyles that are in part determinec
are not two young men from separa
ues are roughly the same; what diffe
tional circumstance.

In the example above of two yout
activities perspective developed by I
This perspective was first developec
the population were more likely to
victimization are more likely with
potential victims, and an absence of



ted actors and the potential victims
ll one another; they may mug or
he night of partying Walter and his
son sentences.

1is example I would not use a steel-
rican labor market has changed I,
t using a Boeing worker, or a tech
he biogenetics firms that every city,
t it is critical to recognize that these
it were available in abundance dur-
, require considerably more human
al than did those industrial jobs. So,
on even more dimensions, socially
poraries working, or not even work-
r force.

1ings about the labor stratification
ympany of others who are also mar-
1at unstable work or joblessness is
rork or employed in the secondary
crime, but this context of the com-
to amplify the effect.”” Second, the
- set out for an evening of criminal-
pt from the 1990s, “wilding”*° They
ucive to becoming more involved in
ims. They also may elect to engage
eir friends, but with this example I
of crime that can occur as a result of
1 by labor stratification. Third, these
te cultures or subcultures. Their val-
rentiates them is only their occupa-

hful workers, I alluded to the routine
awrence Cohen and Marcus Felson.
| to illustrate why some segments of
be the victims of crime. Crime and
the confluence of motivated actors,
competent guardians. The motivated



actors do not necessarily need to h
motivation may stem from a situatio
ously uncontemplated. The guardiar
may be anyone, including member:
perceived to be able to act against th
passing pedestrians or even watchful
guardians. A classic example of the
nation of why taxi cab drivers have
Their job (they are the potential vict
demands that they pick up people
potentially motivated to commit cri
to a place designated by the passeng
In our example young men, going c
bars or pubs if they are old enougt
(and if they cannot find a bartender
will not look closely at a fake ID) are
way places. Either in the case of bar
the confluence of motivated actors,
ians are more likely to be present. A:
confluence more likely will occur w
ginalized workers not bonded to wo:
The importance of the critical n
tor, underemployed, and discourag
to form the “situation of company’
be emphasized.* The reason that
communities so much more than
lost from a city, state, or nation a
accompany these losses are neithe
They are concentrated among alre:
population and they are geograph
ally already weakened, communitie.
theory, upon which this thesis is bz
to explain the continuing, not inf
vantage of particular segments of
certainly not limited to stigmatize
nations such groups disproportion:
ethnically inequitably structured lat
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ave set out to commit crimes; their
n that presents an opportunity previ-
1s do not need to be the police; they
 of the general public, who may be
e furtherance of the crime. Regularly
| neighbors are at times very effective
use of this perspective is the expla-
a high probability of victimization.
im, with proceeds from earlier fares)
who are unknown to them (some
mes), who then direct them to drive
er (easily a place without guardians).
ut for an evening of fun, may go to
, or if under the legal drinking age
willing to not card them or one who
likely to drink in hidden, out-of-the-
s or in these hidden drinking spots,
otential victims, and a lack of guard-
gain, lifestyle patterns that make this
hen you have a critical mass of mar-
k, with no good job to lose.
ass of unemployed, secondary sec-
ed workers that needs to be present
" that is conducive to crime should
deindustrialization has hurt some
others is because the jobs that are
nd the negative consequences that
r randomly nor evenly distributed.
ady disadvantaged segments of the
ically visited upon particular, usu-
s. Remember that dual labor market
sed, was initially developed to help
requently multigenerational disad-
he population. Effected groups are
d minorities, but in many western
bly bear the weight of racially and

yor markets.
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Because labor in the US has bee
race and ethnicity, labor margina
minority populations. For exampl
cally been overly employed in seco
alization the competition for these |
Consequently, some African Ames
jobs, increasing the competition fo
tractive (or at least less attractive
through black communities.” Thos
more successfully for the remaini
who had filled jobs at the margins
labor market. Also, because the US
regated society, the combination of
secondary sector jobs has been geo
American and to some extent, Latir

Similar patterns have been obse
have visible minorities. In the UK,
and elsewhere labor markets are eth
have experienced industrial squeez
and globalization. Some believe tha
in some nations of Western Europ
and the continued labor market m
Perhaps crime, too, in addition to u

I should say a bit about the proce
tion when power and privilege is re
Africa, before and during aparthei
There a downtrodden black major;
mally more privileged minorities-
parentage) and Asians—were lorc
maintained, by the threat of and fi
political power, a stratified system ¢
tage socially and geographically eve
tries of the northern and western he
concentration of disadvantaged pe
genesis of criminality.

One is struck when traveling
the widespread belief that crime h



n and continues to be stratified by
ity is a state concentrated among
>, African Americans have histori-
ndary sector jobs. With deindustri-
reretofore unwanted jobs increased.
icans lost primary sector industry
r their neighbors’ low-paying unat-
) jobs. Deindustrialization rippled
e displaced workers could compete
1g secondary sector jobs, so those
were frequently pushed out of the
 remains a highly residentially seg-
dislocation from both primary and
graphically concentrated in African
10 communities.

rved in other western nations that
France, the Netherlands, Germany,
nically stratified. Those nations, too,
es as a result of deindustrialization
t the social unrest that has occurred
> is a consequence of such changes,
arginalization of ethnic minorities.
nrest, is or may soon be a result.
sses associated with labor stratifica-
served for a minority group—South
d, being the prototypical example.
ty and two stigmatized, very mini-
—Coloureds (people of mixed race
led over by minority whites who
equent use of force, economic and
f labor that concentrated disadvan-
n more efficiently than in the coun-
mispheres. As a result, there too the
rsons is critically important in the

in postapartheid South Africa by
as become a major social problem.



Bumper stickers and grafhiti call fo
alty for murders and rapists. In Joh
jacking, and nearly everyone you s
friend, acquaintance, or “someone
has been the victim of a horrific cr
that they are linked to are told in
towns, and in the rural areas. I aske
been (the unlicensed, under apart
areas that continue to operate unc
fear of crime and the get-tough-o
lated on walls and cars differed by r
question, they strongly said “no” a
widespread among whites, Coloure
perceived increase in crime to the |
from the shift from social control
(the party of apartheid) to those o
lished by the African National Con,
also cited poverty and “all those peo
from other countries as criminoge
zens of the new South Africa do nc
racialized politics of the past, the f
to reverberate through the people’s
been patrons anxiously await chang
use the language of contemporary
ognize that the legacy of poverty ai
tion and the labor market that wer
contribute to contemporary proble
know if new policies and migrant:
led to real increases in violent crim
indicates that the people perceive tk

The Stratification of Labor and C

The Homewood section of Pittsbur;
Robby Wideman, was a place that s
perous African Americans moved tc
Homewood, which had black resid
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r reestablishment of the death pen-
annesburg there is great fear of car-
peak with has a story of a relative,
that a friend of mine knows” who
ime.” These stories and the feelings
the cities and townships, the small
d villagers and the patrons of a she-
heid, pubs in townships and tribal
ler questionable legal status) if the
n-criminals attitudes I saw articu-
ace. After exclaiming surprise at my
nd insisted that these feelings were
ds, and blacks. They attributed the
more relaxed enforcement resulting
practices of the Nationalists Party
f the criminal justice system estab-
gress (the party of Mandela).** They
ple” who have come to South Africa
nic forces. So, while common citi-
t attribute the crime directly to the
ractices of the old regime continue
perception of government. The sha-
e, but even though they don't often
sociologists, they nevertheless rec-
1d unequal access to quality educa-
e central to the system of apartheid
ms. And while most people do not
» from other countries have in fact
es, the anecdotal evidence certainly
is to be so.

rime

oh, the childhood home of John and
ome among the relatively few pros-
) in the decades after World War I1.%
ents as early as the mid-nineteenth
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century, was one of several altern
burgh’s black community, The Hill
downtown central business and ¢
just up the hill; “uptown,” as some
is popularly known, was organize
American community and include
classes. Among those who came c
August Wilson, legal scholar Derric
and your far less eminent author. ]
wiped away by America’s first rounc
densely populated by very poor pe
also ascended the class strata of the
the federal housing projects, which
ern edge of the community—until
of the city’s few 1950s and 6os—era
years, the bounds of residential seg
weakened, allowing some African .
The Hill, Homewood, and the No
community. Among the places tha
bordered Homewood.

Even before the collapse of big
problems of inner-city neighborho
ily disruptions, and drugs. I was ¢
couple of years out of school, whe
federally funded training program.
cers from Allegheny County, where
went through her caseload, asking

or ([

was supervising on probation were

Although Homewood, The Hill
Pittsburgh and in other American :
early on, the decline of blue-collar |
individual residents, for families, an
Homewood now has broad stretch
class neighborhoods (or alternativ
cept is too pejorative, they are pop
state of Pennsylvania in which it is



atives to the older center of Pitts-
District, which sits just above the
ommercial district (quite literally
have referred to it). The Hill, as it
1 like the typical northern African
1 sections for all of the black social
f age on The Hill were playwright
k Bell, jazz guitarist George Benson,
the Lower Hill, much of which was
s of urban renewal in the 1950s, was
ople. As one ascended the hill one
community—with the exception of
ran along two-thirds of the north-
| reaching Schenley Heights, home
black professionals. In the postwar
regation were not removed but they
Americans to find homes outside of
rth Side, another established black
t they moved to were suburbs that

- steel, these communities had the
ods including poverty, crime, fam-
tunned as a young parole agent, a
n I went to Penn State to attend a
There I met several probation offi-
 Pittsburgh is located. One of them
: “Do you know or
A distressing number of those she
from my high school.

, and neighborhoods like them in
ndustrial cities were places of hope
obs has been catastrophic for many
d for those communities as a whole.
s that are best described as under-
ely, for those that think that con-
ilated by the ghetto poor). Like the
located, Pittsburgh and its poorest



neighborhoods lost population in tl
if not most, of that loss is a result of
ising job opportunities in other par
have prospects that are inferior to
class people who lived there in tl
economic decline stretches to thos
which were places of relative prosp:
ers. Wilkinsburg and Penn Hills, |
the 1960s, now have problems of ur
were historically associated with inn
Homewood have suffered as a resul
they have high crime rates, and they
epidemic of the late 1980s and early
to the social and economic lives of r
What happened during recent de
try and those in ancillary industries
establishments near the mills, whic
tomers, have closed or reduced the
restaurants, coffee shops, and bars
down the streets from mill entrance
fee and a sandwich at the beginnin;
(Iron City beer, a long-time Pittsb
clientele to deindustrialization; ma
too. In recent decades there has be
calls a “polarization in job quality.”

This polarization is not new, but tk
secondary labor markets has increa
relatively low-skill, traditional, midd
efits, job stability, and steady promot
has reversed the predictions of the |
predicted that the working class w
class. Due to their greater reliance
American middle class; has come
In particular, “subordinate primary
most threatened by corporate restru
ger enjoy the institutional protectior
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1e 1980s and 9os. Presumably some,
“people moving to find more prom-
ts of the country. Those left behind
those of the middle- and working-
1e post-World War II period. The
e suburbs that border Homewood,
rity for post-Great Migration mov-
black middle-class communities in
iemployment, crime, and drugs that
er-city neighborhoods. The Hill and
t of job losses and at the same time
were places where the crack cocaine
9os resulted in considerable damage
esidents and businesses.
cades is that jobs in the steel indus-
have dried up. Also, jobs in service
h depended on steelworkers as cus-
ir number of employees. Fast-food
frequently clustered across or just
s. Places that afforded a cup of cof-
y of a shift, and a shot and “an Iron”
urgh favorite) at the end, lost their
ny of these places have now folded
n what sociologists Arne Kalleberg
He writes:

e duality between the primary and
sed along with the disappearance of
le-class jobs with good pay and ben-
ions. The decline of the middle class
heory of embourgeoisement, which
ould be integrated into the middle
on increasingly uncertain jobs, the
o resemble the classic proletariat.*
labor market” jobs are among those
cturing and downsizing, and no lon-
15 once provided by unions.”
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There has been a net decline in
the working-class sections of Pittst
Detroit, Cleveland, and other indus
Good blue-collar (primary sector)
ary sector jobs, when they have bee
who could not leave the area are fa
service sector today if they have w
number of people formerly emplo
now must compete with laid-off ste
labor market age who might have
The end result is a shift of employ
communities from a higher propor
service sector—and this is especial
also have comparatively higher pr
ployed or discouraged workers. Tc
century and the first decade of the
in corporate and corporate service
tions are not available to the tradi
burgh workforce.

Table 2.1 presents labor force chax
Pittsburgh, and the state of Penns
that the entire state of Pennsylvan:
alization. An important consequen
of those who could move to find w
in all of these percentages have had
people removed. The City of Pittsb
the rest of the state in terms of the
only with the percentage of secon
slightly better off (a smaller percent
ary sector jobs) than the state (colu:
its decreased number of jobs (colun
there are a large number of industri

But it is Homewood and The I
There, general unemployment rate:
while the state and the city have lar;
not working, the more than 60 perc
men who are not in the labor forc



the number of employed people in
yurgh, just as there has in Chicago,
trial cities of the East and Midwest.
jobs have been replaced by second-
n replaced at all. Industrial workers
r more likely to be employed in the
ork at all. This means that the large
yed in available service sector jobs
elworkers and those now coming of
sought mill jobs in earlier decades.
ment distribution in working-class
tion of blue-collar jobs to a largely
ly so in black neighborhoods. They
yportions of adults who are unem-
 be sure, the end of the twentieth
twenty-first have witnessed growth
jobs in Pittsburgh, but these posi-
tional, displaced, low-skilled Pitts-

-acteristics for The Hill, Homewood,
ylvania. Readers should remember
a has been hard-hit by deindustri-
ce has been the departure of many
ork elsewhere, so the denominator
some of the most vital, competitive
urgh is substantially worse off than
> number of people employed. It is
lary sector workers that the city is
age of employed persons in second-
mn 4), and this is likely a product of
1ns 1 through 3) rather than because
al jobs.

{ill that I really want to focus on.
s are twice the city’s high rate. And
ve percentages of adult men who are
ent of Homewood and Hill District
e can only be called stunning. This



Table 2.1. Year 2000 Labor Force Che
burgh, and Select Neighborhoods

Percent |6+ Civilians Percent |6+ Ma
Unemployed Civilians Unem
Homewood 18.7 21.4
Hill District 18.1 203
Pittshurgh 0.1 10.3
Pennsylvania 5.7 5.7

Definition of secondary sector jobs (followin
Employed in six occupations with lowest mean
and serving-related occupations, building and g
care and service, farming, fishing annd forestry
Census tracts:

Homewood: 1301, 1302, 1303, 1304, 1207
Homewood North, Homewood South, Home
Hill Districts: 501, 506, 305, 510, 511, 509
Middle Hill, Upper Hill, Crawford-Roberts, "
Source: U.S. Census

table illustrates how concentrated t
been on these two already fragile cc

What has happened is a concent
nities like it, of people marginal to t
has made Homewood socially look
Black Pittsburgh, The Hill District.
erty and despair. There are few of th
urban residential communities. The
ment buildings, and weeds infest ¢
sites. For example, in The Hill Dist:
supermarket since the 1968 riots th
in the wake of the assassination of
many of whom do not have cars, h
cery shopping. Their only commun
tively poorly stocked corner grocer

Imagine the implications for yc
The prospects for the future of a m:
reasonably dampened by seeing tt
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iracteristics for Pennsylvania, Pitts-

le Percent 16+ Male % 16+ Employed
loyed | Civilians Not Working | Civilians Secondary
Sector Jobs
60.7 38.2
60.2 304
434 22.3
34.8 245

g Peterson and Krivo. 2010.):

incomes (health care support, food preparation
rrounds cleaning and maintenance, personal
-and transportation and material moving).

wood West

[errace Village, and Bedford Dwellings

e effects of deindustrialization have
mmunities.

ration in Homewood, and commu-
he labor market. This concentration
more like the older, earlier center of
They are communities of high pov-
e services that one expects to find in
re are abandoned houses and apart-
mpty lots that used to be housing
rict there has not been a substantial
at shook this and many other cities
Martin Luther King Jr.*® Residents,
ave to travel miles to do basic gro-
ity alternatives are small, compara-
y stores.

ung people of these communities.
ddle- or high-school aged child are
e experience of parents and other
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adults, and especially from watchir
are just a bit older than they are ge
question is: What are the crime co
nities of these patterns?

Map 2.1 shows the distribution
Pittsburgh census tracts. The tracts
Hill District are noted.” If we defir
cent as “hyperjoblessness,” we see
hoods, only a sprinkling of others f
areas, the North Side, is historical
wood. During the 1960s teenager
viewed each other as rivals and so
temporary media and police would
at all clear that there were actual ¢
have been a part of some cities’ sc
and Los Angeles). Recently the No
and segments of it, where new st:
Andy Warhol (a Pittsburgh native

% 16+ Civilian Males

Not Employed
19-32%
32-38% .
7777 ssasw ~ North Side/ ]
88 v North Shore
B oo

Map 2.1. Employment in Pittsburgh Neighbo



g the kinds of jobs that those who
t—or far too often, do not get. Our
1sequences for people and commu-

of adults who are out of work in
that comprise Homewood and The
e adult joblessness above sixty per-
hat except for these two neighbor-
alls into this category. One of those
ly much like The Hill and Home-
s from these three neighborhoods
metimes clashed in ways that con-
call gang conflicts (though it is not
angs active in the sense that gangs
cial landscape, such as in Chicago
rth Side has been “urban renewed,”
1diums have been erected and the
) Museum has opened, along with

Homewood

rhoods



restaurants and bars that cater to t
been dubbed “the North Shore” I ¢
residents of Manchester and othe
about this reinvention.

Homewood, The Hill, and the N
black neighborhoods within the «
characterized by hyperjoblessness.
despair, which has been felt througk
into these three communities.

Communities and Crime

In recent years sociologists and
addressing the importance of soci
crime patterns. Modern criminolo
Henry McKay’s and their Chicago :
why some areas of cities had high r
though the populations and ethnic
changed over time.** During much
tury, criminologists did not put m
theory, the perspective developed
explain distributions of urban crim
ganization theory though have fou
There has long been a gap betwe:
the one side for social disorganizat
explanations for crime, and those

tural explanations. New variants o
job of bridging this gap. They have
structure and community organizat
systems (a hallmark of social cultt
erate, or at least perpetuate, high 1
crime). For example, in their effort
American violence rates, Robert S:
state:

The basic thesis is that macro-soci
give rise to the social isolation and
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he patrons of these attractions, has
an’t help but wonder what longtime
- North Side neighborhoods think

orth Side, the three predominantly
ity, include census tracts that are
Pittsburgh’s postdeindustrialization
out most of the city, is concentrated

criminologists have come back to
al context in their explanations of
gy’s roots are in Clifford Shaw and
School colleagues’ efforts to explain
ates of crime and delinquency even
groups that occupied those spaces
of the last half of the twentieth cen-
uch stock in social disorganization
by Chicago School sociologists to
e. Contemporary variants of disor-
nd new life among criminologists.
n social scientists who argued on
ion theory or other social structure
that advanced primarily social cul-
f disorganization theory do a good
>mphasized how variations in social
ion lead both to crime and to belief
ire), which then also helps to gen-
evels of social problems (including
to explain persistently high African
ampson and William Julius Wilson

al patterns of residential inequality
cological concentration of the truly
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disadvantaged, which in turn lead:s
adaptation that undermine social o
crime. The thesis is grounded in wh:
ogy that has been overlooked in the
tance of communities.

They go on to explain how joblessne
because of its damming influence
mation, which in turn contributes
high levels of violence. As I have v
ness and labor market marginality,
tion of labor, are important determi
because of how they affect the day
also because of the way these forces

In a study of 1980 neighborho
found that residents’ employment w
important, than either poverty or ir
lective disadvantage of communit
dependence, disrupted families—a
residents are jobless or have very I
sis I used census tract data to simu
tracts that had relatively large pro;
fied as being in marginal work had
murders, aggravated assaults, forcib
tion of marginal workers was defin:
adult population that was either u
secondary sector jobs.** Marginal
crime rates after taking into accour
was nonwhite, families living in po
not conclude that my results mean
were spurious, but rather that labor
that those low-income neighborho
the people in a neighborhood, the;
function of their work and position
of income inequality that characteri
a consequence of the overall stratifi
not believe that the relationships be



 to structural barriers and cultural
-ganization and hence the control of
at is actually an old idea in criminol-
race and crime debate—the impor-

ss contributes indirectly to violence
on marriage rates and family for-
to community disorganization and
rritten above, I believe that jobless-
both consequences of the stratifica-
nants of criminality and crime rates
-to-day lifestyles of individuals, but
change communities.

yd violent crime rates in Seattle, I
as as important, perhaps even more
icome inequality.** After all, the col-
ies—poverty, low incomes, welfare
re in large measure there because
ow-end employment. In that analy-
ate neighborhoods.” Seattle census
bortions of adults who were classi-
higher rates of violent crime such as
le rapes, and robberies. The propor-
d as the percent of the census tract
1employed or who were workers in
vork significantly predicted violent
t the percent of the population that
verty, and income inequality.* I did
that poverty and income inequality
stratification is an important reason
ods exists. After all, the incomes of
r poverty level or their wealth, is a
s in the labor market. And the level
zes a city or sets of neighborhoods is
-ation of the local labor market. I do
tween crime and income indicators,



poverty and income inequality, are
tion with the stratification of labo:
and create higher levels of violent ci
inequities that can lead to the kinc
describes, where cultural patterns ¢
consequence of long-term collective

With colleagues, I replicated th.
hood violent crime using 1990 dat:
the results in Seattle with parallel a:
ket participation and crime (specif;
and Washington, DC. These three ¢
eral dimensions: they represent dif
they are in different regions of th
crime patterns.

The difference in local labor ma
viduals or groups of people within a
depends on the kinds of jobs that -
parole agent colleagues in Erie Per
of the men on our caseloads at the
lake. Those employers, located the:
tion of raw materials along the Gre
were built-in enforcers, increasing
fully hot in summer and cold in win
blowing off of the frozen lake front)
ries are gone now, casualties of dei
at all, unskilled parolees might fin
today.

Earlier I commented that the Hon
population when jobs disappeared. "
were, as politicians sometimes say, ‘
with more prosperous economies. ’
the initial phases of deindustrializati
workers from the southern and midv
tury. Those cities attracted workers
the employment opportunities that
Old-style, heavy industry attracted
wages that they had never dared to
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spurious because they, in conjunc-
, lead to or exacerbate inequalities
ime. These are important structural
Is of neighborhoods that Anderson
nd codes of the streets emerge as a
> disadvantage.*®

e earlier Seattle study of neighbor-
1.7 In that study we also compared
nalyses of neighborhood labor mar-
cally homicide) in Cleveland, Ohio
ities provide useful contrast on sev-
ferent types of local labor markets,
> US, and they have very different

rkets is quite important. How indi-
city fare when they search for work
ire available. In the early 1970s, my
nsylvania could find jobs for some
iron foundries that existed near the
e because of the cheap transporta-
at Lakes, liked our guys because we
attendance at jobs that were pain-
ter (open-shed foundries with wind
 dirty, and dangerous. Those found-
ndustrialization. I wonder where, if
d work in Erie’s local labor market

1ewood section of Pittsburgh had lost
[hose who fled the downturn in jobs
‘voting with their feet” for locations
[he cities that suffered most during
on were the same cities that attracted
vestern hinterlands earlier in the cen-
then and lost them later, because of
were there and have now declined.
| unskilled workers who could get
dream of. This was a function of the
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characteristics of the local labor ma
nature of industries located in the cit
The same processes later drew softw
workers to California and Florida, ar

Seattle, Cleveland, and Washing
local labor markets. Seattle, with B
software producers, biotechnology.
considered a twenty-first-century e
sylvania, is a Great Lakes port city
for easy shipping from Minnesota
become a major steel producer. Lik
industries developed in Cleveland b
ton’s industry is government. There
there, but the city was founded as
and the defining characteristic of tl
ment jobs that employ locals and at

Regarding two other notable d:
Cleveland is in the industrial Mic
West in a number of ways, and Wa.
place unto itself. Selected as the cap
land had belonged to Virginia), its ¢
same time eastern. Cleveland’s cri
was high by national standards. Sea
rates, but high-recorded property
city with especially high rates of ho:

Our analyses of these three citie
several notable ways. Here the def
homicide rates rather than violent
measures of education (census tra
they used data from the 1990 censt
statistics from each city’s police de
violent crime in Seattle was compa
decline in the US, so by comparisor.
this decline was well along. We incl
educational levels in these analyse:
about the labor stratification and cri
more serious consideration of how |



rket, which are a direct result of the
ies of what we now call the Rust Belt.
are engineers to Silicon Valley, farm
1d theme park workers to Orlando.
on represent very different types of
oeing Aircraft, Microsoft and other
-and shipping, has what might be
conomy. Cleveland, like Erie Penn-
that took advantage of its location
and Wisconsin iron ore mines to
e cities similar to it, a host of other
ecause big steel was there. Washing-
are, to be sure, many other business
the seat of the federal government
1e local labor market is the govern-
tract related businesses.
fferences between the three cities,
lwest, Seattle is emblematic of the
shington is, as the nation’s capital, a
ital because it was in the South (the
haracter is both southern and at the
ne rate at the time of that analysis
tle has a relatively low violent crime
crime. Washington is a high-crime
micide and rape.
s differed from my earlier paper in
endent variable was neighborhood
crime rates. These analyses added
ct high-school dropout rates), and
s of the population and tract crime
partment. The earlier study of 1980
ratively early in the manufacturing
 the 1990 data give us a picture after
uded an indicator of neighborhood
s because by this time my thinking
me thesis had progressed to include
atterns of employment might affect



juvenile involvement in crime. In t
key component, so it was included i

I should note the reason for usii
gists have long recognized that diff
tices, and data collection procedure
police as a dependent variable probl
how they categorize, classify, and co
that influence this discretion is the
analysis comparing three cities anc
within those cities, we felt it best tc
less discretion is likely used (there
for) and one of the most accurately

Essentially, the results of the earli
the later time period. The same patte
tion of labor in 1990 Seattle helped t
in the city. The labor stratification ar
the homicide patterns in Cleveland,
posthoc speculation was that the res
existence of large areas of inner-city C
ited, presumably in part because of dc
and consequent depopulation.” In
who form the denominator to calcul
these areas also have relatively large r
ted by residents at times, but more fre
of cities by others taking advantage of
the area. Our analysis found that in ¢
relatively more marginal workers—:
unemployed—lived had higher homi

The labor stratification thesis did
tion of homicide in Washington, D¢
why. Homicide is significantly pred
ulation that is black in Cleveland a
violent crimes in other cities. Wash
and it is so residentially segregated 1
overwhelmed in the analyses.*® Subs
possible explanations. First, in bot
school dropout rates are normally d
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hat part of the story education is a
n the study of these three cities.

1g homicide rates here. Criminolo-
rent patterns of crime, police prac-
s can make using crimes reported to
ematic. Police exercise discretion in
unt crime events. One of the factors
local police culture. Since this is an
| focusing on census tract variation
 restrict the study to a crime where
 frequently a body to be accounted
counted violent crimes, homicide.*®
er study of Seattle were replicated in
rn of results was found. The distribu-
o explain where homicides occurred
d crime thesis also helped to explain
though not as well as in Seattle. Our
ults may have been weakened by the
leveland that were virtually uninhab-
industrialization, and the loss of jobs
such places the number of residents
te a crime rate is unusually small, but
umbers of crimes, probably commit-
quently than in most neighborhoods
‘the deteriorated depopulated state of
Cleveland, as in Seattle, places where
secondary sector employees and the
cide rates than other places.

not successfully explain the distribu-
_. There are several possible reasons
icted by the percentage of the pop-
1d Seattle, just as it is in analyses of
ington’s black population is so large
hat other social variables are simply
tantively, though, there are two other
h Seattle and Cleveland, the high-
istributed, with the average number
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of dropouts in the latter’s tracts sign
But in Washington, the distribution
borhoods have very high dropout r:
tracts with extremely low rates, and
education is inordinately high. This
inequality that characterizes the soc
have suggested that in terms of rac
be more like the apartheid cities of S
ies of the western industrialized wor
nomic inequalities that are very tied
terns. But since nearly all American
to be characterized by hyperracial
to call Washington an “apartheid ci
ization is because the American nati
and contradictions. The level of ineq
tive shadow of monuments and men
are communities with infant mortal
in the Third World; there is hunger
do not work. The voters and official
their own affairs. The Congress has
ton’s governance, yet her citizens onl
the House of Representatives. Washi
black middle class, but their existenc
does not counter the level of distres:
neighborhoods in the District exper:
This leads to the second potent
the labor stratification thesis may nc
ington. Washington may show the |
perspective is useful in helping us
certain social conditions, but that :
where the thesis has less utility. In \
tent racial and class inequality may
ality moot because so many have so
been so very distressed for multiple
Maps 2.2, 2.3, and 2.4 provide ye
between violent crime in Seattle
Employment data have been take



ificantly higher than in the former’s.
is bimodal. Most Washington neigh-
ites, but there are a small number of
in these neighborhoods the level of
distribution captures the substantial
ial structure of the US capital city. I
ial inequality, Washington, DC may
outh Africa than like most other cit-
|d.*" It has substantial social and eco-
to racial residential segregation pat-
cities have been and many continue
esidential segregation, isn't it unfair
y?” The reason I use this character-
onal capital carries exceptional scars
uality is palpable there. In the figura-
10rials along the National Mall, there
ity rates not appreciably better than
and homelessness, and schools that
s of the city only marginally control
the final say over much of Washing-
y have a nonvoting representative in
ngton has and has long had a sizable
e in their communities and enclaves
s that people living in disadvantaged
ence.

al substantive explanation for why
t help to explain homicide in Wash-
imit of the thesis. It may be that this
to understand violent crime under
1 city may pass beyond a threshold
Vashington, the high level of persis-
simply make labor market margin-
little hope and neighborhoods have
generations.

t another update of the association
neighborhoods and employment.*
n from the 2000 US census and



violent crime statistics are from the
Reported to the Police” Map 2.2 in
hoods (census tracts) of the percen
working and the average annual viol
of the black ball in each tract. One
1980 and 1990, levels of violence are
work. Those earlier analyses did not
or jobless, but rather what I called I
nation of unemployment and secon
I have elected to display the total nu
because this is consistent with Wils
taged that focused not on the quality
tion of employment.” Map 2.3 is the
ness of men is displayed. The patter:
Violent crimes occur more often i
proportions of the men who live the
comparable to the earlier studies of §
who are not in primary sector jobs;
occupations, they are officially unes
Consistent with the notion that we 1
but the quality of employment, we st
are not in primary sector jobs—gooc
Maps 2.5 (Cleveland) and Map 2.
Seattle’s Map 2.4.** The neighborhoo
sector jobs and violent annual viole:
Cleveland had considerably more cc
els of labor market marginality than
where those Cleveland men live hav
low employment—high-crime tract:
land near but not on Lake Erie—cc
Hough is the heart of black Clevel
early twentieth century, it became p1
the years after the Great Depressior
tion movers arrived in Cleveland tl
work in the city’s mills and on its
ravaged by riots, and now the good j
residents had are largely gone and th
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Seattle Police Departments “Crimes
licates the distribution in neighbor-
tage of the population that was not
ent crime rate is indicated by the size
can see that, just as was the case for
highest where more people are out of
study people who were out of work
abor market marginality, the combi-
dary sector employment. In Map 2.2
mber of people who are out of work,
on's analyses in The Truly Disadvan-
“of jobs, but rather the simpler ques-
same as Map 2.2, but here the jobless-
ns are the same, but they are starker.
1 those neighborhoods where large
re are out of work. Map 2.4 is more
eattle. Here is the percentage of men
that is, they are in secondary sector
nployed, or they are simply jobless.
nust consider not only employment,
e again that those places where men
1 jobs—violent crime is highest.
6 (Washington, DC) are the same as
d distribution of men not in primary
1t crime rates are displayed. In 2000
mmunities with extremely high lev-
Seattle, but like the latter, the places
e high levels of violence. Some of the
in the section of east central Cleve-
nstitutes the Hough neighborhood.
and. An upscale community in the
-edominantly black and very poor in
. As large numbers of Great Migra-
1ey moved into Hough and went to
locks. In the mid-1960s Hough was
obs that earlier generations of Hough
ere is a lot violent crime there.



Map 2.2. Employment
and Violent Crime in
Seattle: Percent Civilians
Not Employed in Census
Tracts

Map 2.3. Employment
and Violent Crime in
Seattle: Percent Civilian
Males Not Employed in
Census Tracts
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Map 2.5. Employment and Violent Crime in ¢
Primary Sector Jobs in Census Tracts
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Map 2.6.
Employment and
Violent Crime in

L
Washington, DC:
Percent Males
Not Employed in
Primary Sector Avg. Yearly Viclent Crimes
Jobs in Census ©o04
e 59
Tracts & i
® 52
® =

% Males Not Employed
| o2aw

Washington (Map 2.6) clearly di
the percentage of adult men who ar
very high percentages of men wer:
in neighborhoods in Southeast anc
insignificant number of communitj
had very high levels.” By contrast |
Georgetown, Foggy Bottom, and -
that houses Embassy Row, had ver
alization. While there is correspon
employment patterns and violence
land, Washington is different beca
numbers of marginalized people lix
had large expanses of neighborhooc
Washington, more than the other
substantial inequality across its nei
lier analyses of Washington, the pe
neighborhood was still the import



splays that the city has variation in
> not in primary sector jobs. In 2000
> marginal to the DC labor market
| Southwest Washington, and a not
es in Northeast and Northwest also
much of Northwest, which includes
the stretch of Connecticut Avenue
7 low rates of labor market margin-
dence between these neighborhood
as there was in Seattle and Cleve-
1se much of its land area had large
7ing in it, like Cleveland, but it also
1s with few or no marginal workers.
wo cities, is characterized by more
shborhoods. As was the case in ear-
rcentage of blacks that lived in the
ant predictor of violence. Maps 2.7



Re i
Avg. Yearly Violent Crimes per 1K
. b4 i
* 59
® 1014
® 51
® o
African-American Quintiles
o12%
2 132 |
s 0
B oo v
B o100

and 2.8 show the percentages of re
tract who defined themselves as Af
2000 census. Map 2.7 also include
lence rates, and Map 2.8 shows the
ity—men not in primary sector job
lation that was African American
can be garnered from these latter tv
once the percentage of black resic
els that no other variable has a ch
the high degree of correspondence
employment marginality census tr
Washington’s socioeconomic inequ
lines. The same pattern exists for |
proportion of adults who do not hz
Maps 2.7 and 2.8 present a clear pic
The capital of the United States of £
class, and by violent crime victimiz:
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Map 2.7. Per-
cent African
Americans and
Violent Crime in
Washington, DC
Census Tracts

sidents in each Washington census
rican Americans at the time of the
s indication of neighborhood vio-
evel of male labor market marginal-
s—and the percentage of the popu-
in those communities. Two things
vo maps. First, it becomes clear why
ents is included in violence mod-
ance to be significant; and second,
> between “black tracks” and high-
acts illustrates the degree to which
ality is cut very tightly along racial
he distribution of poverty and the
ve at least a high-school education.
ture of an American apartheid city.
\merica is divided by race, by social
ition.
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Map 2.8. Per-
cent African
Americans and < e
Employment in <
Washington, DC:
Percent of Males
Not Employed in % Males Not Employed in
Primary Sector - S
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Broken Promises

Something that Washington, Clevel
that like Pittsburgh, Detroit, Chica;
ern cities, they were the Promised
can migrants hoping for upward e
would produce a better life for ir
Washington, and Seattle differ, how
trial histories.

Cleveland is a classic Great Mig
throughout the Midwest, it drew
African Americans from the rural
western whites and Eastern and So
drawn to Cleveland and the hard v
Even today, the city remains ethnic
residents could count on good, lo
when the processes of globalization
ing jobs away from it and other ind
before the resulting job losses Cleve



and, and Seattle have in common is
70, and other eastern and midwest-
Land for strivers: African Ameri-
-onomic mobility, seeking jobs that
\dividuals and families. Cleveland,
ever, because of their varied indus-

ration city. Like neighboring cities
workers to its industries. Not only
South, but also southern and Mid-
uthern European immigrants, were
rork of the mills, plants, and docks.
ally very heterogeneous. Cleveland
w-skilled jobs until the mid-1970s,
and deindustrialization began mov-
ustrial centers in the Rust Belt. Even
land had rough neighborhoods with



high crime rates, but it was not ty]
leaders in either violence or proper

Washington, which I uncompli:
apartheid city—not to disparage the
ca’s ongoing race relations and the w
makes it a not unfitting descriptio
can Americans. It was founded to t
industry remains government. Wa.
freed slaves flocked to after the Civi
tory there had been a substantial -
there too was stratified, during the
emancipation and the modern civi
among African Americans as a ple
to strivers, those looking to work |
bettering their lives and those of th
century than in most cities, a black
ton. When the federal government
cans for jobs that were not just the
the 1950s and 60s), more possibilitie
also began to surge in Washington.
tury, the District suffered from hav
of homicide and rape.

Seattle is the Johnny-come-lately
city, founded in the middle of th
beginning to come of age until the /
some would say not until after the
first big, successful businesses was |
prospectors on the way to the gold
ally returned with it. It was World V
industrial city. Boeing Aircraft anc
other parts of the country. Althou
American population before that ti
war industries, and servicemen wh
boring Tacoma when stationed the
the black community. Also, histor:
Japanese, and Filipino populations,
ferent than most eastern and midyv
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ically among the dubious national
y violations.

mentarily refer to as an American
> citizens of the District, but Ameri-
ray that DC is managed by Congress
n—was early on a beacon to Afri-
e the nation’s capital, and its major
shington was one of the cities that
| War, even though earlier in its his-
slave market there. Although labor
nearly one hundred years between
| rights movement, DC was known
ce of opportunity. Thus the appeal
nard as they devoted themselves to
eir families. Earlier in the twentieth
‘middle class emerged in Washing-
began to consider African Ameri-
lowest end menial occupations (in
s opened up. But in the 1960s crime
By the turn of the twenty-first cen-
ing among the nation’s highest rates

7 of these urban areas. It is a young
> nineteenth century but not even
\laskan Gold Rush of the 1890s (and
1962 World’s Fair). Among Seattle’s
imber, and also those that outfitted
fields and fleeced the few who actu-
Var II that made Seattle a significant
| the shipyards drew workers from
gh there was a very small African
me, those who came to work in the
) discovered both Seattle and neigh-
re, produced substantial growth in
cally with relatively large Chinese,
Seattle’s ethnic composition is dif-
vestern cities. Today the aerospace,
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hi-tech, and biotechnology industr
working in manufacturing and in t|
terns are not unlike that of other cit

The strivers who came to these
ing job opportunities, included the
man and the men and women whe
youth. They found work that at the
better lives, but among their childr
Wideman, August Wilson, and ma
as those who choose less legitimate
Walter of my parole caseload, and 1
some of whom sought work in Pit
only to have hopes and dreams das}
city’s economic collapse. Among m
could leave the city for better oppor
been a continual struggle to find d
strung out on heroin or crack, or t
the drugs or sex markets. The labo:
many immediately after deindustri
important part of the story of what
inal path—Robby and Walter, and
marginalization makes crime conc
they never consciously decide to be

American cities attracted worker
US, from Europe and Asia—becau
varying degrees these promises ha
time, and the promises have been k

In this chapter I have described 1
and how crime becomes more or I¢
to the labor force and living in close
out of work, or who toil at less tha
ter I will dig a bit deeper into hov
for individuals whose lives are live
market.



ies compliment older concerns still
ne bustling port. Seattle’s crime pat-
ies, but rates are comparatively low.
cities, as well as other places offer-
' parents of John and Robby Wide-
y populated The Hill District of my
ime seemed to fulfill the promise of
en were the fortunate—John Edgar
ny more, including myself—as well
paths, such as Robby Wideman and
nany of my high-school classmates,
tsburgh’s steel mill based economy
1ed with deindustrialization and the
y high-school friends are those who
tunities and others whose lives have
cent work, and still others who got
urned to entrepreneurial crimes in
r market marginalization that faced
alization and continues today is an
motivates those who choose a crim-
for those whose lives of economic
lucive lifestyles more likely even if
come criminals.

s from other places—sections of the
se of the promise of good work. In
ve been both kept and broken over
ept differently by race and ethnicity.
1ow employment influences lifestyle
ss likely when a person is marginal
 proximity with others who are also
n promising jobs. In the next chap-
v urban patterns make a difference
>d and negotiated within the labor



Why Do They Do It?

The Potential for Criminality

Many people ask, “Why do they d:
neighborhood rates of violence, bu
individual engages in crime. Why ¢
decide to shake down a fence, lead
mug an old man? After all, I didn’t
caseload. I had individual clients, t
It is important to note that our un
social ecology of crime, and it is cle
bers of the general publics’ reactior
tice solutions, do not adequately c
perpetrators live, work, and violate
link that ecology to individual acti
rate matter? How does the econom
and local labor markets affect in
can we connect Robby’s and Walte:
stances? Obviously the causes of th
of their social circumstance or the
certainly matters too. Sociologicall
some individuals, in the context of
crimes. After all, most people, even
trodden places, do not engage in fu



0 it?” They are not inquiring about
t rather they want to know why an
id Robby Wideman and his friends
ing to his murder? Why did Walter
have neighborhoods on my parole
ecause individuals commit crimes.
lerstanding must take seriously the
ar that many politicians’ and mem-
s to crimes, as well as criminal jus-
onsider the social context in which
the law. But it is also important to
ons. When does the unemployment
y affect behavior? How do national
dividual actions? How specifically
’s behaviors to their social circum-
eir behavior are not solely a matter
labor market; the individual actor
y we are trying to understand why
‘their social environments, commit
among those from the most down-
I-scale criminality.

>> 65



66 << WHY DO THEY DO IT?

I have described how holders of
have lower stakes in conformity t
the example of two young Pittsbu
tive feelings and attachments towar
and their commitment to their job
carefully examine how individuals ]
might presume that primary sector
in how these linkages are made an
means for criminality, and the evide

First, I should be careful to note
chronically unemployed and disc
stakes in conformity on average th:
do not know that we can make this
people, since, as was pointed out ea
to move in and out of the ranks o:
than primary sector workers and e
sector jobs, there are spells of uner
the long-time unemployed or who't
market are substantially different tl
in the secondary sector or those w
a reduction in force) from what th
tions.” Consequently, I can reasonat
will have positive motivations for ¢
neurial violations), and with their 1
that on average may be as conduci
crime) as secondary sector workers

As I described earlier, primary s
ter pay, stability, good benefits, ar
advancement. According to Michax
also more likely to develop and mai
coworkers and in occupationally
or networks.” Lawyers join bar as:
members of local, state, and natio
blue-collar industrial workers histo:

In contrast, in the secondary sec
cally low, benefits are few if any, th.
advancement, and perhaps most



- secondary sector jobs will tend to
han primary sector jobholders. In
gh men, I contrasted their respec-
d the places where they are working
s. Before going on, I need to more
ink to their workplaces and why we
and secondary sector workers differ
1 perpetuated, what this potentially
nce for these connections.

> that it is reasonable to expect that
ouraged workers have even fewer
in even secondary sector workers. I
same distinction for all unemployed
rlier, secondary sector workers tend
f the employed far more frequently
ven among those in some primary
nployment." Adults who are among
ave given up on the legitimate labor
1an people who find periodic work
ho have been “RIFed” (fired due to
ey thought were high-quality posi-
ly assert that the chronically jobless
rime (both pecuniary and entrepre-
ower stakes in conformity, lifestyles
ve to criminality (including violent
and the inconsistently employed.
ector jobs are characterized by bet-
1d opportunities for promotion or
| Piore, primary sector workers are
ntain important social contacts with
based associations, organizations,
sociations, physicians routinely are
nal medical associations, and most
rically have belonged to unions.

tor of the labor market pay is typi-
ere are little or no opportunities for
mportantly, the jobs are unstable.



These jobs are not designed for peo
Employers can easily replace worke
ment and little or no training costs,
of this instability, secondary sector
works tend to be developed in thei:
are maintained with those who are

A number of scholars have repc
that primary sector workers do in f:
experience less job turnover than
tor positions, but limited work has
important differences between the t
Survey to examine some of these
workers are more likely to have bee
the past ten years, and to expect that
twelve months. They reported lowe
their jobs were a less important par
tor workers. Secondary sector emp]
socializing with neighborhood frien
spend their evenings in taverns and
terparts. Clearly it is not just the inc
are very important, but other aspec
that are associated with particular li

A criminologist reading the desc:
egories cannot help but think of so
people are less likely to become er
to important institutions and units
of value to lose if they participate
workplace is such an important unit
and delinquency Robert Sampson a
as an important social bond that in
they transition from the roles of ch
origin are important units with wh;
the life course into more advanced
is important for this bonding proce
A position that holds promise for
family wage job—provides better
does not.
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ple to stay in them for long periods.
'rs because of the low-skill require-
and frequently do. Perhaps because
workers’ close friendships and net-
- neighborhoods, and close contacts
where they come from.

rted the results of research finding
ict tend to have higher incomes and
people employed in secondary sec-
been published that addresses other
wo sectors. I used the General Social
ther differences.* Secondary sector
n unemployed at some time during
their jobs might end within the next
r job satisfaction and indicated that
 of their lives than did primary sec-
oyees spent more of their oft-hours
ds, and the men were more likely to
bars than their primary sector coun-
ome and job stability, both of which
ts of secondary sector employment
festyle patterns as well.

iptions of these two occupation cat-
-ial control theorists’ assertions that
igaged in crime if they are bonded
-of society: if they have something
in criminal activity.” For adults the
. In their life-course theory of crime
nd John Laub describe employment
hibits criminality in young adults as
ildren, where schools and family of
ch to bond.® As they move through
rears, jobs remain important.” A job
ss, but all jobs are not created equal.
he future—a primary sector job or
bonding potential than work that
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Another important aspect of con
in conformity” While some contre
commitment to a dominant norm
tions of what is right, wrong, and a
essary to go that far. When I say t
important stake in conformity, I si
something of such significant valug
potential when deciding on behavi
person with something to lose wil
other times they may focus on the |
go to some effort to preserve the
important for the labor stratificatio
mitment to the conventional norr
that it is important to protect a valu
conformity, their good job.

We must recognize that the mo
life provides important stakes in co
lishment of adult intimate relation:
inhibits criminality.® The capacity
ever, is also tied to one’s labor ma:
noted that a major problem in und
in the number of marriageable me
which they can support a family,
pects. The lack of jobs, when combi
can American men who are in pri
who die before their time, have ca
ratio and lowered marriage rates -
in black America.” And dramatic i
decades have increased divorce the
to increases in poverty—especially
underclass neighborhoods, and, no
and delinquency.

When young adults work in the
ket or are completely out of work,
tions for engaging in crime that wi
and they are free to engage in life
conducive situations. In order for tl



trol theories is the notion of “stakes
] theorists literally mean by this a
ative order—conventional concep-
propriate—I do not think it is nec-
hat primary sector jobs provide an
mply mean that these jobs provide
> that their occupants weigh its lost
or. At times this will mean that the
1 walk the straight and narrow. At
robability of detection, or they may
appearance of conformity. What is
n and crime thesis is not their com-
native order, but their recognition
ed resource: their economic stake in

vement into other adult patterns of
nformity as well. Notably the estab-
ships is a very important bond that
to have such a relationship, how-
ket success. William Julius Wilson
rclass neighborhoods is the decline
n. When men do not have jobs on
they are not good marriage pros-
ned with the large numbers of Afri-
on and the relatively large number
used a consequent unbalanced sex
0 become a major social problem
ncreases in imprisonment in recent
re, t00."° These patterns are related
children’s poverty, the expansion of
t surprisingly, to increases in crime

secondary sector of the labor mar-
they have both affirmative motiva-
1] satisfy material wants and needs,
styles that potentially create crime-
1e latter to occur they must have, in



their proximity, others who are sim
conformity to pursue these lifestyle
hoods like The Hill and Homewoo
and in too many of DC’s neighbo:
ately borne the weight of deindustr
throughout American cities, and pc
trialized nations too, where historic
and sometimes amplified the ill effe
Susan Pitchford and I, using da
Survey of Youth (NLSY), studied hc
of young adults were related to the
erty crimes. We found that those wi
likely to have committed both vio.
employment, measured here as the
out of the labor force, is an impor
markets (or dual labor markets). CI
high on this variable, but so too we
time and those who were employec
taking into account standard den
marital status (all of which were s
race (not a significant predictor in
tors are taken into account), as wel
cantly negatively related to violent
erty crime), income, and military ¢
women in the NLSY sample engag
marginally employed. Family inco
after these other factors were taker
dicted property crime involvement
family did not lead to more violen
ingly those who were better off n
engaged in pecuniary criminality (e
sales, were not studied in these ana
ple from lower income groups and
we should be cautious in concludin
dle-class young adults commit mo:
gest that income need is less a factc
popular conceptions suggest."
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ilarly sufficiently free from stakes in
s as well. This occurs in neighbor-
d in Pittsburgh, Cleveland’s Hough,
rhoods, which have disproportion-
ialization. There will be such places
ssibly those of other western indus-
‘patterns of inequality have focused
cts of economic change.
ta from the National Longitudinal
w the work experiences of a sample
ir involvement in violent and prop-
th unstable employment were more
lent and property crimes. Unstable
- amount of time respondents were
tant byproduct of segmented labor
early those out of work would score
buld many who were working part-
| in the secondary sector. Even after
10graphic predictors like age, sex,
gnificant predictors of crime), and
these analyses after the others fac-
1 as measures of education (signifi-
crime involvement, but not prop-
ervice, we found that the men and
ed in more crime when they were
me was unrelated to violent crime
 into account, but it positively pre-
. That is, being from a low-income
t crime, but perhaps more interest-
1ore frequently reported that they
ntrepreneurial crimes, such as drug
lyses). The NLSY oversampled peo-
African and Latino Americans, so
g that this finding means that mid-
e property crimes, but it does sug-
r motivating pecuniary crime than
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A great many people believe th:
will make a man of him. In fact, w
State Senate Committee on behal
Commission, I was asked by a senat
about “all those darn treatments an
by God, when I went into the Ma
me out.” Never mind that studies of
that became popular policy in the
tury generally find them not to be
In our analysis we found that the 1
military were more likely to have
We did not conclude that the milit:
ing does suggest that we might wx
and criminality before shipping wa
forces as a crime prevention strateg
est, other characteristics of a job in
bilities, stability—are very much lik
hand courts, both juvenile and adu
charges might be dropped in some
to enlist. This may be a practice of t
I worked as a juvenile probation of]
stages of the Vietnam War, this w
cases involving juveniles who did ne
were no longer in school. With the
ment goals during recent wars in I
again been practiced in some jurisd

Young women were included in 1
ses, but the labor stratification app:
their criminality. The women in th
case, far less likely to have partici
crimes. The inability of labor mark
stand the limited female criminality
since others have reported that soc
rior to structural determinants in ¢
Not being convinced that labor me
an important part of the story, I, alc
looked more closely at women’s emj



it sending a boy off to the military
hen testifying before a Washington
-~ of the State’s Juvenile Sentencing
or why we needed to worry so much
d rehabilitation programs, because,
rines, boot camp sure straightened
the correctional system boot camps
last decades of the twentieth cen-
either rehabilitative or deterrents.”
NLSY respondents who were in the
committed crimes in the last year.
iry makes them do it, but this find-
int to closely examine the military
yward youth en masse to the armed
y. Though the pay is relatively mod-
the military—benefits, future possi-
e a primary sector job. On the other
t, have been known to indicate that
cases if a young man were to elect
he pre-all volunteer army, but when
icer in Pennsylvania during the late
1s not infrequently the outcome of
ot have an extensive record and who
military struggling to meet recruit-
raq and Afghanistan, this may have
ictions.
he sample used in the earlier analy-
roach was not fruitful in explaining
e sample were, as is ordinarily the
pated in either violent or property
-t participation to help us to under-
‘that was observed is not surprising,
ial psychological factors were supe-
xplanations of female criminality.”
rkets and social structure were not
ng with my colleague Kristin Bates,
bloyment, social structural position,



and some family factors."* Expectin
and stronger ties to families would t
connections, we considered these
so few violent crimes among the yo
respondents, we focused our analy
use. The two types of violation are
social ties used more drugs when t
faction, and when their spouse or p
time out of work. They were less li
selves spent more time out of wot
drug use among women with stroz
womens drug use, we have to con
rience is not what we expected, e
an out-of-work man in the house.
of these seemingly confusing findi
picking up here is more recreationa
(those with more education were al

Property crime is a little more cc
with weak family ties, in short-dur
than others to have committed pro
ties were also more likely to be iny
more time out of work. None of the
stronger family ties. It seems terri
family ties make more difference f
than does their work experience—t
of their partners, does matter. So ev
the labor market is a factor in femal

Local Labor Markets

A feature of the NLSY that we took
“geocoding” of cases. Individual res
to the county in which they reside,
the analyses. These linked data all
economic context of the local labor
were working (or not working). No
offered so far are that the neighbe
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> that women with more obligations
e different than those without these
vomen separately. Since there were
ung women who were among NLSY
ses on property offenses and drug
- very different. Women with weak
hey had better jobs, more job satis-
artner (if they had one) spent more
kely to use drugs when they them-
k. None of these factors increased
1g family ties. So when it comes to
‘lude that their labor market expe-
xcept for the negative influence of
We elected to not make too much
ngs. It is possible that what we are
1 drug use among better-off women
so more likely to have used drugs).
nsistent with expectations. Women
ation jobs were slightly more likely
perty violations. Women with weak
olved if their spouse was spending
se factors mattered for women with
bly traditional, but it appears that
or these young women’s criminality
ut their employment, and the work
en if not a strong determining force,
e criminality.

advantage of in these analyses is the
pondents in the NLSY can be linked
and census data can be included in
owed us to consider the social and
market in which these young adults
w clearly, the arguments that I have
brhood social context matters. But
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here the county of residence is the ¢
is no way that a county can reaso
sound proxy for a neighborhood or
sonably does represent is the local 1
ment rates for counties of residenc
local economy and labor market in
were holding or seeking gainful em

We found that the criminogenic
the labor market did not occur ever
able in counties that had above-ay
county unemployment rates were
work for more time does not appez
This is an important finding. It is i
of work that an individual’s employ
criminality. This supports the conte
pany of others who are marginaliz
is important. If we think back to tl
men encouraged by their friends tc
primary sector job the other in a M
importance of this finding. The prir
steel mill was not likely to join hi
worker with the McJob appears to
to become involved in violent crim
around him who are similarly situ
work all together. For the negative ¢
real influence, we need the presen
invitation to our secondary sector 1
circumstance that matters, but the i

Neighborhoods and Young Adult

So the conditions of local labor mar
lihood of criminal involvement for
ally employed—but what about the
After all, in the example that I hay
ally employed young men who atte
and his neighboring McJob worke:



ontextual unit in the analyses. There
nably be considered a theoretically
community. But what a county rea-
bor market. So here the unemploy-
e are a measure of the health of the
which the respondents to the NLSY
ployment.

effect of spending more time out of
ywhere. The effect was only observ-
erage unemployment rates. Where
comparatively lower, being out of
r to increase criminal involvement.
n the context of others who are out
ment circumstance matters for their
ntion that it is in a situation of com-
>d from the labor market that work
1e example of the young Pittsburgh
) go out drinking, one of them in a
cJob, we gain an appreciation of the
nary sector worker employed in the
s friends, but the secondary sector
be no more likely than the former
les unless there are others who live
ated in the labor market or out of
ffects of marginal jobs to have their
ce of those friends who issued the
vorker. It is not just the individual’s
ndividual within the social setting.

Crime

kets do matter in increasing the like-
young adults when they are margin-
ir neighborhoods? Do they matter?
e been using, it was other margin-
mpted to persuade our steelworker
- to go out on a work night. While



I didn’t specify, the implication we
Do neighborhoods matter too? My
NLSY97 to address this question.”
Research (CHRR) at the Ohio State
Statistics (BLS) closely guard geocc
information about each respondent
live (appropriately, so to ensure the
We were allowed access to these «
participation and young adult crim
analyses, as we and others have re
to the labor market, either unemg
were more likely to violate the law
nality were sex (women of course v
with age, as we have long known), t
school earlier, and race/ethnicity. S
factor that was associated with crir
dents was racial composition, and
would expect. Young adults who liv
a larger black population were less
the other factors were taken into ac
borhood employment rates do not
of adult criminality; what is import
stance. Putting our past research tc
ses, we have to conclude that local |
condition the effect of employment
circumstances of their specific neig

What do these results do to our
the labor stratification and crime tl
tance of context? They require a mo
of relevant environments and pe
because neighborhoods, measured |
when considering the situation of ¢
men and women. For instance, in ir
and bar named The Point. Its clier
the African American community,
sity from that community there. B
and women, and professionals rub
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s that these tempters lived nearby.
colleagues and I used data from the
The Center for Human Resources
University and the Bureau of Labor
des that allow the linkage between
and the census tract in which they
 anonymity of NLSY respondents).
lata to examine both labor market
e and juvenile delinquency. In those
ported, people who were marginal
loyed or in secondary sector jobs,
. The other factors effecting crimi-
vere less likely), age (crime declines
hose who had been suspended from
urprisingly, the only neighborhood
ninal involvement by these respon-
the relationship was not as most
ed in communities where there was
likely to be involved in crime after
count. So in these analyses, neigh-
appear to matter as a determinant
ant is the individuals’ work circum-
gether with the more recent analy-
abor markets at the county level do
on adult criminal behavior, but the
1borhoods do not.
xample, and, more importantly, for
1esis, which emphasizes the impor-
re nuanced approach to the notions
ers. Perhaps this newest result is
nere as census tracts, are too limited
ompany that influences young adult
iner-city Seattle there is a restaurant
itele is not drawn exclusively from
but one is subject to see great diver-
lack political officials, businessmen
shoulders with laborers, the jobless,
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and a few more thugs than the ow
frankly prefer. But, another dimens
draws its patrons not just from the
even just from nearby tracts, but :
portion of Seattle, the south end o
The same is true in Pittsburgh, wh
borhoods of The Hill District cong
drag of the black community. Adu
living immediately around them. ’
expansive; thus the null results for
on the relationship between adult
employment.

The county or local labor market
meaningful unit. Let’s continue w
last paragraph. If King County’s (S
or if the quality of work is low the
employed young man or woman s
a bite is more likely to encounter o
our steel mill worker in Pittsburgh
Avenue for a social moment, he w
other primary sector workers whes
secondary sector or jobless worker
holder of a McJob in either circum
away from crime-conducive lifestyl
in these and similar social settings.
the local labor market influences soc
ing crime of young adults.

A word about our race results a
demographic factors, family incon
not find that race was related to cr
the long and repeatedly observed cc
African Americans committing n
seriously taking employment and e
Also, NLSY respondents living in
hoods committed less crime. Wh
general public and may disappoint
political wedge issue, it is not new 1



nership of the establishment would
ion of the diversity is that The Point
census tract where it is located, or
ather from throughout the central
 the city, and its southern suburbs.
ere adults from the multiple neigh-
regate on Center Avenue, the main
It social life is not limited to those
[heir territory, if you will, is more
- neighborhood/census tract effects
work circumstance and aggregate

, on the other hand, is likely a more
ith the two examples used in the
eattle) unemployment rate is high,
re for many workers, a marginally
opping in The Point for a drink or
thers similarly situated. Similarly, if
of the 1970s stopped off on Center
ould have been likely to encounter
1 the mills were booming, or more
s after deindustrialization struck. A
stance will be influenced toward or
s by the mix of people encountered
In both circumstances the health of
ial life, and consequently the result-

re in order. Net of other social and
1e, and work circumstance, we did
iminality. These results suggest that
rrelation between race and crime—
10re crime—may be explained by
ducational differences into account.
predominantly Hispanic neighbor-
ile this may surprise some in the
politicians using immigration as a
1ews. In recent years criminologists



have reported similar patterns usi:
net of other factors including ind
disadvantage.

The Younger and the Older

In addition to the young men like t
two other groups that must be con
tion of every population, teenager
(age thirty and up) adult men and
lar jobs began disappearing from

group to feel the effects were your
were there for earlier generations w
those who did have jobs in mills :
therefore the first to be fired. It was
the US began that its effects started
assumed that their jobs were secu
endured downturns in their fortun
and layofls. They also knew well th
heavy industries that employed the:
times of hardships resulting from
ever, not prepared for the jobs to

song “My Hometown,” Bruce Sprin
town, says,

Now main streets whitewashe
Seems like there ain’t nobody
They’re closing down the texti
Foreman says these jobs are g
Your hometown, your hometc

Deindustrialization brought a new :
of America’s industrial regions.
There is an apocryphal story, po
veys the pattern of disbelief that e
period. As the story goes, a group
ers were drinking their morning c
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ng other data.’ This pattern too is
ividual poverty and neighborhood

hose used in my example, there are
sidered: the most crime-prone por-
s, and the least crime-prone, older
women. When the good blue-col-
America’s industrial cities the first
iger workers, because the jobs that
ere not there for them, and because
ind plants were the last hired, and
not long after deindustrialization in
to reach longer-term workers, who
re. These workers, in the past, had
es when recessions caused cutbacks
at there was a cyclical nature to the
m. Too, there were in their histories
prolonged strikes. They were, how-
disappear and never return. In the
gsteen, singing of a New Jersey mill

d windows and vacant stores

wants to come down here no more

le mill across the railroad tracks

ing boys and they ain’t coming back to
wn, your hometown, your hometown."”

ind ominous future to the social life

ssibly an urban legend, which con-
xisted in working men during this
of laid-off, middle-aged steelwork-

offee in a diner immediately across
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the street from the Monessen, Pe
been employed. The conversation t
centered on when the mill would
their coffee and talked of getting o
they returned to work, the mill aci
brought down by dynamite in smol
they were unaware that it had been

Stress, mental illness, and mari
laid-off workers in Detroit, Clevel
across the Rust Belt, but it is very
to crime to satisfy their material n
stantially increased their criminal
group are less likely than younger 1
they were not already so engaged, ¢
dignity.”®

Even among men less tied to harc
is a powerful rehabilitating force. /
new adult parole agent (after my
walked through the district office
of my new coworkers, “Give me y
for was the face sheets of their clien
was to be my initial caseload. At t
oad of men whod done time for m
not known it, but the office’s parol
group least likely to recidivate, the
load was expanded to include Walt
siderably tougher. Both the older p
mill or auto plant workers are muck
younger men.

Their teenage children and youn
a different story. The teen years ar
most, kids engage in delinquency.
widespread law violating behavior :
nicities. Parents recognize that adc
when teenagers’ friends and what
have, supplants that of their parer
need to explain the widespread del



nnsylvania steel mill where theyd
hat morning, like it frequently did,
reopen. While these men sipped
ut of debt and their plans for when
oss the street literally disappeared,
e and dust. They had not been told;
scheduled for demolition.

al and drinking problems afflicted
and, Youngstown, Pittsburgh, and
unlikely that many of them turned
eeds or adopted lifestyles that sub-
ity. Members of this demographic
nen to become involved in crime if
ven with the loss of jobs, hope, and

I-working conforming lifestyles, age
\ scary moment for me as a brand-
tint as a juvenile PO) was when I
with my supervisor, he telling each
our murders” What he was asking
ts that POs carried in a binder. This
wenty-two, the prospect of a casel-
urder was not one I relished. I had
ed murderers were older men—the
casiest to supervise. When my case-
er and his cohorts my job got con-
arolees as well as older laid-off steel
 less likely to turn to crime than are

ger siblings, on the other hand, are
e a time when many, perhaps even
Self-report studies have long found
across social classes, races, and eth-
lescence is a time of pulling away;
they think, and the influence they
ts. To some extent we don't really
inquency of fourteen-, fifteen-, and



sixteen-year- olds."” But we must be
them are more likely to engage in se
we need to concern ourselves with

ger of more serious crimes later in |
focus here, what are the delinquent
conditions—in the present case wor

In a study of Cleveland, Ohio
Krivo and Ruth Peterson used arr
tract crimes so that they could lool
linked to different types of crimes
labor stratification thesis, that you
been arrested for violent acts in «
labor instability, juvenile delinquen
labor market conditions, and older
by joblessness but not by unempl
employment.

Regarding the question of the me
terns influence teenagers’— people
narily expected to work—particip:
I will explore this more in the ne>
stratification and crime thesis recc
is a part of its foundation), that fo:
important determinants of their liv
schools, and peers. Criminologists
ard Catalano, and their colleagues a
most pivotal for the regulation of cl
age, with family being the most ir
school becoming dominant in the p
years, and finally the emergence of
the broader community in adolesc
shown that success in school and a
associated with delinquent behavios
and involved in school-sponsored :
up with a peer group that is less de
grades and are disinterested in scho

But what of kids and jobs? A gr
delinquency prevention requires aft
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> concerned first with which among
rious forms of delinquency. Second,
the behaviors that may be a harbin-
their lives. Third, and central to our
and criminal consequences of social
k, the economy, and disadvantage?

s crime rates, sociologists Lauren
est rates as the indicator of census
< at how age and employment were
2 They found, consistent with the
ng adults were more likely to have
ensus tracts with higher levels of
ts appeared a bit less directly tied to
adults’ arrest rates were influenced
yment rates and secondary sector

chanism by which employment pat-
below the age where they are ordi-
ation in delinquency is important.
t chapter, but essentially the labor
ygnizes (like control theory, which
- school-aged children jobs are less
es and lifestyles than their families,
Joseph Weis David Hawkins, Rich-
rgued that the societal unit that was
1ildhood behavior shifts as children
nportant for younger children and
readolescent and earliest adolescent
the peer group and to some extent
ence.”’ A great deal of research has
ttachments to school are negatively
-?? Also, kids who are good students
activities are probably going to end
linquent than those who have poor
ol.”?

at many people think that effective
er-school employment. Presumably
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this belief is based on the “idle hanc
delinquency” Some criminologists
employment curious, since there ar
school aged children who work are,
law than those who do not. These f
pause to those pushing jobs as the
juvenile employment and crime, li
than either the popular belief in its
tions of observed positive correlati
While this complexity will be expl
fice it to say that which is widely a
important for kids when it comes
delinquency. And we are increasir
local labor market is important for ¢
to school, teachers, and education g
Most readers heard from their p:
say, something like “Do well in sch
good future, and a good life” For me
rings true—even for teenagers whc
hear or believe that mantra. Now in
employed parent in an underclass n
jobs, and those who do are in Mc,
then not hard to also imagine teena
to themselves, with tongue firmly
like you did!” Young people may n:
employment circumstances, but the
them played by the rules and still th
ing. How, in this situation, can or
most of whom can at times be a bit
will be as likely to invest in schoo
communities? The argument is tha
and other adults are marginal to tk
well in school or develop positive :
tion. As a result, delinquency is mo:
This problem is compounded in
tion systems. Schools there are try
are likely to come to school not r¢



s are the devil's workshop theory of
find the popular focus on juvenile
e studies that have found that high-
in general, more likely to violate the
indings should at the very least give
> answer. The relationship between
ke that of adults, is more complex
necessity or of simplistic interpreta-
on between work and delinquency.
ored more fully later, for now suf-
creed upon: school and not work is
to determining their lifestyles and
gly learning that the health of the
letermining how children will relate
enerally.

irents, or can imagine hearing them
ool if you want to get ahead, have a
ny, maybe even for most, this advice
 at the surface act as if they do not
\agine an out-of-work or marginally
eighborhood where few adults have
obs, offering the same advice. It is
gers responding, or at least thinking
planted in cheek, “Yeah, you mean
ot know the details of their parents’
y can recognize when those around
eir lives came up economically lack-
e reasonably expect that juveniles,
skeptical of parental points of view,
| as their counterparts in better-off
t children will, where their parents
e labor market, be less likely to do
ittachments to teachers and educa-
e likely to happen.

inner cities that have subpar educa-
ing to educate student bodies who
ady to learn as a result of hunger,



familial problems, language difficu
administrators in such schools mak
underfunded budgets they are unli
the pessimistic message sent to chi
tress in their communities and theit
tive labor market experiences.

Fewer Good Jobs, Yet the Crime |

Deindustrialization ravaged Americ
five years of the twentieth century,
disconfirm any argument claiming |
family wage jobs promotes crime? "
be accounted for in this argument,
that do this. First, as was the case fo
ing the Great Depression, here we
nations of crime patterns. Other th
happening in the US, and some of
ity. Patterns of American employn
was negatively affected. As I descrit
manufacturing affected some comn
the age distribution of the populati
means that a smaller proportion o:
crime-prone years (fourteen to twer
and there has been a massive increas
probably most—American commun
omy during the final decade of the
to the Great Recession which begz
brought downward pressures on cri
benefited some, while others adde
gist Karen Parker described the soci
some communities to benefit from
not.”” Together these social and eco
substantial income and social inequ
just economic; it also exists in the lil
bility of living in crime-infested nei;
one’s children will succumb to crime
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lties, and more. Some teachers and
e valiant efforts, but frequently with
kely to be capable of counteracting
Idren as a result of the general dis-
parents’ and adult neighbors’ nega-

Declines

an working towns in the last twenty-
but crime declined. Might not this
hat job losses and a shift away from
[he crime decline certainly needs to
and there are two important points
r understanding crime patterns dur-
should avoid single variable expla-
ings besides deindustrialization are
these social forces repress criminal-
1ent did change, but not everyone
ed above, the decline of low-skilled
wnities far more than others. Also,
on has been shifting upward, which
f the population is within the most
ty-four); the crack epidemic abated;
e in imprisonment. Second, many—
ities benefited from a robust econ-
last century and in the years prior
n in earnest in 2008, and this has
me.** The positive economic growth
I to a growing underclass. Sociolo-
al and economic factors that caused
the crime decline while others did
nomic changes have added to more
ality in the US. This inequality is not
celihood of victimization, the proba-
shborhoods, and in the chances that
> and delinquency.
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With other forces pressing crim
tion can help us to understand the
communities. Even though Pittsbur
ies like them experienced declining
2000s, within them are communiti
rienced the blessings of lower viole:
Parker, the crime decline has benef
working-class communities far mo:
class neighborhoods most affected t
labor stratification. It is within suc
broadcasts too frequently are repc
black and brown youngsters, bein
wider city in which they live has de

Finally, there is a third and very
public nor policy makers should be
in the face of increasing distress ir
pointed out, the effects of the labo
be delayed.” If the marginally em
crime rates not solely for material -
tion, anger, unregulated lifestyles, a
and economic disadvantage, the cu
from the Great Recession may be j
of labor market stratification on cr
effect, but one that takes a while to ¢

Broken Promises

Crime and delinquency become mx
ple out of work or marginally emj
ginally employed adults have mot
crimes, and where there is a situat
trations of marginally employed p.
nality, including violence, are more
increases because areas with high
conducive to supporting an “educ:
resulting in poor school performa
delinquent involvement.



e down, increasing labor stratifica-
current distribution of crime across
gh, Cleveland, Washington, and cit-
- crime rates between the 1980s and
es that have to a lesser extent expe-
nce and victimization. According to
ted upper-, middle-, and even most
re than it has those growing under-
oy deindustrialization and increased
h neighborhoods that nightly news
rting about young men, especially
g shot down even as crime in the
clined.

- important reason why neither the
complacent about the drop in crime
 the labor market. As John Worral
r market on crime is very likely to
oloyed are more likely to influence
reasons but also because of frustra-
nd the long-term influence of social
rrent labor market distress resulting
ust beyond the horizon. The effects
ime is very likely not a short-term
levelop—and then perhaps endures.

ore likely when there are more peo-
loyed. Crime occurs because mar-
ivations for engaging in pecuniary
on of company created by concen-
eople lifestyles conducive to crimi-
likely to develop. And delinquency
levels of labor instability are not
ition matters” message to children,
nce and ultimately higher rates of



Again, the argument is that soci
for adults, how those in the imm
as well as the broader context, the
tainly individuals have agency, and
als in even the most dire labor mar
we must also remember the young :
Brooklyn. Their choices were circur
ties in their area and the adult netw
will explore the implications for chi
them in chapter 4.

Central to America’s national r
rewarded. When Americans movec
opportunity in growing industries
belief, and built lives on the promise
a better life not only for them, but
this truer than for the African Am
to flee Southern oppression and tc
opportunity, and equality. Instead tt
while many migrants did considera
lies could have in the rural south, t
plete delivery of the promise. My fr
of Great Migration. All of us were
parents who moved north in searct
that our parents and friends were a
demographic shifts in human histor
nection between their quest for a b
living. We did not think of the Moto
of our fathers, though it certainly we
the dream not being delivered that
the North because it was better the
immigrants are not comparing thei
in the old country. Our frustration v
ment in the Promised Land; our ang
Robby Wideman and his friends wr
that were better than their parents
intergenerational differences made t
American inner cities throughout tt
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1l context matters. For children and
ediate vicinity—the neighborhood,
local labor market—matters. Cer-
~we must remember that individu-
ket circumstances have choices, but
men that Mercer Sullivan studied in
nscribed by both the job opportuni-
orks that they had or did not have. I
Idren and the results of research on

hetoric is that hard work is justly
| from farms and villages to pursue
they did so holding firmly to that
that their hard work would produce
or their children. For no group was
ericans who moved north and west
 find their Promised Land of jobs,
ey found cracks in the promise, and
bly better than they and their fami-
heir children soured on the incom-
iends and I never knew the concept
either born in the South or were of
| of a better life. Even after learning
part of one of the most substantial
y, most of us did not make the con-
etter life and the lives that we were
wn sound as connected to the music
s. So it was not angry frustration for
motivated us. We didn’t appreciate
n the South, just as the children of
- lives to those lived by their parents
ras a consequence not of disappoint-
yer was a product of being excluded.
ere not going to be satisfied by lives
" worlds in the rural South. Those
ip the emotional landscapes of many
e 1960s and early 1970s.
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At the start of the twenty-first ce:
wide economy led to broken prom
Great Migration, but for many wor
nicities. Crime is but one response t
social life, adds high cost to local, st
life harder, especially for those alrez
and globalization. But we should re
changing (damaging in the minds
alternatives, and it holds less real he
of those other alternatives might.



ntury, changes in the US and world-
ises for not only the people of the
king people of many races and eth-
o those broken promises; it disrupts
ate, and federal budgets, and makes
dy hurt most by deindustrialization
member that crime is a less socially

of some) consequence than some
»pe for the downtrodden than some



4
“I Dont Want No Damn Slave Job!”

The Effects of Lack of Employment Op

Most Americans, perhaps even mos
the individual as endowed with bot
to govern their behavior and to a la
non-social scientists read argumer
ceding chapters with some skepticis
they say, speaking of the poor, the
disadvantaged peoples, “but they k
themselves and go out and find a j.
for crime?” This is a sentiment expr
cians, but one that runs contrary to
Some of these same people would 1
the individual responsibility philo
that consideration is changing of Iz
are punished as adults for a grow
most of us believe that the young ar
selves that guide and sometimes cc
that their children will be influence
crusaders demand laws that protect
the evil influences of movies, musi
Internet. We worry and struggle ab
that these, as well as other social fo
development of children. Those w:



bortunities

t residents of Western nations, view
h the capacity and the responsibility
rge extent, their destiny. As a result,
its like those presented in the pre-
m. “I know they have had it tough,”
chronically unemployed, and other
ave to take some responsibility for
ob, and there is certainly no excuse
essed by many voters and by politi-
a wealth of social science evidence.
nake some significant exceptions to
sophy for children, although even
te. Increasing numbers of juveniles
ing array of crimes. Nevertheless,
e subject to forces external to them-
mpel their behavior. Parents worry
>d by the wrong set of peers. Moral
- the sensitive, formative years from
c videos, computer games, and the
out these things because we expect
rces, influence the behavior and the
th this viewpoint generally do not

>> 83



84 << “I DON’T WANT NO DAMN SL.

accept that the young adults that I
stood or in part pardoned for havis
questions here are, does work affe
economy matter for them? Does it :

It is easier to trace a link bet
unpromising employment to the cr
if they do not have responsibilities
for the future, frustration or the lif
sonably lead to crime. But since w
to work in most western industrial:
tions or changes in the labor marke

For some, the same logic that i
should work with teenagers (neve:
so well for adults): “They have toc
there’s the junior Jean Valjean exf
quent because they cannot satisfy
need the discipline that comes fro:
like sentiments, are the motivation:
weekend jobs are important feature
tion programs. The problem with
hands” explanation for delinquency
do not have productive, supervisec
bad behavior occurs, has not been
time does not reduce delinquency. '
quency takes but minutes. Much of
age behavior during the average tee
on the way home from school beca
attractive targets (iPods, computers
veniently inside a sliding glass door
and open) that is shielded from the
street by hedges or fences. Or on th
ball, they find it more fun to get in
directly home. Because delinquenc
it is spontaneous, it is not practical
to an extent that it would make mu
kids jobs after school, which migh
kids, usually will do little to prevent
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have discussed so far can be under-
1g social forces influence them. The
ct juvenile behavior, and does the
ffect juvenile delinquency?

ween unemployment or marginal,
iminality of young adults. After all,
to occupy their time and a promise
estyles that may emerge might rea-
e ordinarily do not expect children
zed economies, why might fluctua-
t influence their behavior?

- popularly applied to young adults
- mind that these ideas don’t work
 much time on their hands” Then
lanation: “Ghetto youth are delin-
basic needs and wants” Or, “They
m holding down a job.” These, and
s for the belief that after-school and
s of successful delinquency preven-
this point of view is that the “idle
, which argues that if young people
, good things to do with their time
supported by research. Filling idle
This should not be a surprise; delin-
it occurs during the course of aver-
nager’s day. They break into a house
use the homeowner left particularly
 other easily carried valuables) con-
(notoriously easy to lift off the track
view of neighbors or others on the
e way home from midnight basket-
to mischief with friends than to go
7 takes so little time and so much of
to sufficiently fill up youthful hours
ch of a difference. So simply getting
t be a positive experience for some
- delinquency by itself.
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Midway through my tenure as :
I, tongue firmly in cheek, called t
after a group of desperados that fr
that T watched as a kid), were pet
in. I dubbed them this because the
criminals, and frankly it was hard f
delinquents. They actually lived jus
ern Pennsylvania county that emp
area. They were placed on probatio
crimes were committed in our cou:
described in the sheriff’s reports as
a series of break-ins, usually barns
didn’t take much, and sometimes d
know the case and the “gang,” I conc
dom; like those who climb the hig]
they (in their case barns and not M
not doing well in school, and they v
They did not cause trouble at scho
“nerd group” if it had been a few d
smarter. Their families were pretty
they looked more to their friends th
influence. Had their crimes occurre
it is likely that they would have be
vised probation and then had thei
to be stuck with each other for a ye
in the Wall Gang have avoided juve
Obviously I cannot know that, but I
another matter. I will return to the
mer caseload, in the coming pages
jobs affect juvenile delinquency.

Working Kids

What about the other motivations
grams, such as the junior Jean Valj
a very good explanation for young
credible for explaining some juven;
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1 juvenile PO, a group of kids that
he Hole in the Wall Gang (named
equently turned up in the westerns
itioned to the court that I worked
y were anything but desperados or
or me to seriously think of them as
t across the border from the West-
loyed me, in a rather remote rural
n by my county judge because their
nty. The Hole in the Wall Gang was
a burglary ring. Their offenses were
and other farm outbuildings. They
idn't take anything. After getting to
luded that they broke in out of bore-
1est mountains, they did it because
ount Everest) were there. They were
vere engaged in no school activities.
o], and in fact might have been the
ecades later and theyd been a little
table, but poor. Like most teenagers
an to their parents for guidance and
d in even a slightly less rural setting,
en given a few months of unsuper-
- cases dismissed. Instead, we were
ar.! Would the members of the Hole
nile court if theyd been employed?
‘m skeptical; but as for school, that’s
gang, along with others on my for-
0 explore how economic forces and

for after-school employment pro-
ean theory of crime? It may not be
“adult crime, but perhaps it’s more
le delinquency. Conceivably, giving
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young people jobs so that they can
and have money in their pockets n
the discipline of finding and holdin,
and long-term benefits, if the lesso
they will be more capable of holdin;

But these positive benefits mu
harmful outcomes of this employn
time, it may harm their school per
attractive than school then they m
consequently their energies and ef]
the money they earn finances a mc
a car and fast living—it may put the
delinquent behavior. As I said nea
researchers have found that young
to be delinquent.? These scholars sp
I stated above may be the source «
getting a job is more likely to put a {
old in close proximity to older yor
recognized, having one’s children t
not a good thing. We should also r
likely to get are secondary sector M
of the young adult coworkers they
best influences.

A substantial body of evidence I
a very important orienting institu
School is to the teenager as quality
When children do well in school
teachers and to the school itself the
quency, and less likely to become i
Schools not only provide an import
ers to bond to and thus prevent the
are the institution that gives them 1
tive future.

We should be careful, however,
the same box. Sociologists Rob W
found that simply examining the di
mance of teenagers who work and
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pay for some of their own expenses
1ay have positive benefits. Likewise,
y a job may provide both immediate
ns learned make it more likely that
y good employment in the future.

st be weighed against potentially
ent. If a job cuts into study or rest
formance. If the job becomes more
ay shift their focus and loyalty, and
orts, away from their education. If
re adult-like lifestyle—for example,
m closer to rather than farther from
r the end of the last chapter, some
eople who have jobs are more likely
eculate that some of the reasons that
f this finding. Also, they note that
ifteen-, sixteen-, or seventeen- year-
1th, and as most parents have long
0o soon involved with older kids is
ote that the jobs that kids are most
cJobs, and as we have shown, many
might encounter there may not the

1as been generated that tells us that
tion for adolescents is the school.
employment is to the young adult.
and develop strong attachments to
>y are less likely to engage in delin-
wolved in alcohol and drug abuse.’
ant legitimate institution for teenag-
ir delinquency, but they also clearly
he basis for having a hopeful, posi-

to not cast all student workers into
arren, Paul LePore, and Rob Mare
fference between the school perfor-
those who do not masks important
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differences.* They asked a sample
detailed diaries of their daily activi
ucts of those diaries to a larger dat:
were getting good grades improv
performance when they worked a :
Their interpretation of this finding
made it a habit of budgeting their ti
resources for education, became ev
they took on employment. For this
poor grades or other problems, as
been involved in problematic activi

Other scholars empirically exam:
Laurence Steinberg and Sanford D
working hours that could be associa
and problematic behaviors.” John 1
las Williams found that work did i
students who were already conside
makers to not think of employmen
ald Bachman and John Schlenberg
cluded that the association betweer
ated when other factors such as chi
success were taken into considerati
conclusions, Matthew Ploeger, and
leagues, report that the long-acce
working and delinquency is due to :
to engage in law violation were mc
involved in crime, and presumably
Robert Apel and his colleagues fou:
in their first jobs were not more like
to earlier research, those who had er
before getting their first job were les:
ties after beginning to work. Apel
that work in the formal labor marl
teenagers are most likely to have, di
kids working in the informal econ
ginal, does produce more violations
and Susan Pitchford, I and also Ap
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> of high-school students to keep
ties, and then they added the prod-
1 set. They found that students who
ed or maintained their academic
modest number of hours per week.
is that good students, who already
me effectively and husbanding their
en more focused and directed when
group employment did not lead to
hey were already less likely to have
ies.

ined work and delinquency directly.
ornbusch specified that it was long
ted with lower investments in school
Nright, Francis Cullen, and Nicho-
ncrease delinquency in high-school
red at risk.® They cautioned policy
t as the solution for these kids. Jer-
, analyzing a national sample, con-
work and delinquency was attenu-
Idren’s background and educational
on.” Contrary to the earliest studies’
Raymond Paternoster and his col-
pted positive relationship between
selection.® Those already more likely
re likely to get jobs than those less
the latter are doing better in school.
nd that a group of sixteen-year-olds
ly to be delinquent. In fact, contrary
1gaged in delinquency or used drugs
s likely to be involved in these activi-
and his colleagues’ study reported
cet, even including the McJobs that
d not increase delinquency, but that
omy, some of which is legally mar-
2 Finally, along with Margo Rankin,
el and his colleagues conclude that
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if juveniles are not positively engag
working, because it is those who a
work who are most likely to get caug
Although these results should give
combat delinquency by developing
workers, there is both evidence and
ment in a neighborhood is a problemn
lem. In The Truly Disadvantaged ar
Julius Wilson argued that joblessne:
unable to combat youthful wayward:
son described the emergence of a ©
to crime and delinquency in areas w
marginal work."” Getting Paid, Merc
and marginal community economi
ment (usually not very good jobs)
how the social structure and crime ir
Recent empirical evidence also
turn to that shortly, but first I shoul
ical explanation offered by the laba
tion is based, like that for young ad
of labor market segmentation thec
theory, and what might be called ¢
Central to the thesis, as is the cas
tance of the social environment. W1
adults who are not doing well in th.
these homes are also in communiti
be economically unsuccessful, thei
quency escalates. Several scholars
social bonds that potentially shiel
especially delinquent peers are mor
tings: attachments to parents and tc

Three Important Messages

It sounds heartless, or perhaps eve
if their parents are not employed
ally rewarded as much as children |
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ed in school that they had better be
e neither attached to school nor to
ht up in illegal behavior.”

> pause to those who would primarily
jobs programs for high-school aged
reason to believe that when employ-
1 that youth crime will also be a prob-
1\d When Work Disappears, William
s leads to destabilized communities
ness and delinquency.” Elijah Ander-
code of the street” that is conducive
ith high rates of unemployment and
er Sullivan’s description of how poor
s lead occasionally to legal employ-
and illegal work, clearly documents
 communities affects their children.”
supports this contention and I will
1 explore in some detail the theoret-
r stratification thesis. This explana-
ult criminality, on the combination
ry—specifically dual labor market
. differential social control theory."
e with young adults, is the impor-
1en children live in households with
e labor market, and especially when
es where too many adults appear to
r probability for engaging in delin-
“have argued that two important
d juveniles from delinquency and
e likely to be weakened in such set-
 school.”

n a bit Machiavellian, to argue that
well and substantially and materi-
velieve they should, that those same
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children will be less likely to attac
those parents. Nevertheless, this is
case in part. The argument is not t
parents. To suggest such would cor
tric balderdash foisted upon us by
undervalue their children.” Insteac
lack of success makes them less ca
way, some critical messages. Here ag
ents cannot send these messages ar
cess. The point is that their positio:
ture makes this parenting task, whi
of class standing, even harder. Wha

There is the Follow my path mes
both “work hard” and “stay out of -
many children think that their pare
are the last jobs they want to spend
fifteen-year-olds dream of sitting ir
dream of becoming a dentist, or e
professor, for that matter? But even
that high-school students find exci
can day by day illustrate our ability
middle-class lifestyles; and our chilc
dency, anger, or generalized par
accompanies adolescences, recogn:
by our relative economic success. \
ployed or constrained to low-end
labor market, children may not knc
or what their benefits package conta
worry about the instability of the w
not a good thing. Children do not
in an occupation that they find exc
to be employed in an occupation th
a fourteen-year-old responding to
do” question by saying, “He works
name of your favorite national or lo
in these situations they are inhibites
“follow my path” message.
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h affectionately and respectfully to
robably, even if not consciously, the
hat poor children do not love their
istitute the same kind of ethnocen-
those who claim that poor parents
, the argument is that the parents’
pable of delivering, in a convincing
rain we are not saying that poor par-
1d send them with resounding suc-
1 in the economic and social struc-
ch is hard for any parent regardless
, then, are these messages?

sage, which includes the themes of
trouble” It is probably the case that
nts’ jobs are boring, and that those
their lives doing; after all, how many
- an office as an accountant, or day-
ven fantasize about being a college
 those of us not working in careers
ting and gravitate to at career fairs
 to relatively comfortably maintain
Iren, when not in the fits of despon-
ental displeasures that frequently
ze that their futures are enhanced
Vhen parents are frequently unem-
jobs in the secondary sector of the
yw how much their parents are paid
ins, or even how much their parents
ork. But they do recognize that it is
need their parents to be employed
iting, but they do want their parent
at is respected. Imagine, if you will,
the “What does your dad or mom
he fryer at [fill in the
cal burger joint].” When parents are
1in getting across the all-important
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Obviously children do not neec
of their parents, but there exists a t
moves from childhood to adultho
teaching children how to navigate it
gression to being healthy, well-funct:
bonded to their children are more li
to regulate who they spend time w
this monitoring decreases delinquen
work circumstance does not comma
between the two is weakened, there
be perfectly clear: I am not saying tk
not have good parent-child bondin;
this bonding is hindered when the |
market. It is one more hurdle that th

My not-very-delinquent Hole in
have bad parents; their parents sim
of the value of working harder in sc
who was on probation for drug pos:
parents lectured him about school.
like them; hell no”

Tim Wadsworth, using the Natic
holds, examined parents’ employn
theorized that parents who are marg
social bonds with their children, an
the bonds were weaker the childre:
were more likely to have misbehave
interpretation of his findings is that
child relationship is weakened wit
success.”® And, as other control the
bonds to parents are weakened chi
develop strong positive bonds to th
course associated with higher levels

No doubt many parents, strug
deliver the message to their child:
school “so you don’t end up like me
lesson is also hard to sell when otl
neither deliver the follow my path
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| to literally follow the career path
emplate in each culture of how one
bd. The modeling of this path and
is important for their successful pro-
oning adults. Parents who are tightly
kely to know their children’s friends,
ith, and to monitor their activities;
cy.” I am arguing that when parents’
nd the respect of their child the bond
by allowing for delinquency. Let me
at working-class or poor families do
2. I am saying that the probability of
arents are marginalized in the labor
ese parents have to navigate.

the Wall Gang probationers did not
ly had a hard time convincing them
hool. Another of my charges, Gabe,
session, just rolled his eyes when his
He said to me, “They want me to be

onal Survey of Families and House-
1ent and juvenile misbehavior. He
inally employed would have weaker
d he found this to be the case. When
1 performed less well in school and
d in the previous year. Wadsworth’s
the affective strength of the parent-
h the parents’ lack of employment
orists have found, when the social
Idren are substantially less likely to
eir teachers and school, which is of
of delinquency.”

sling themselves in marginal jobs,
ren that they should work hard in
” But this potentially important life
rer adults in the neighborhood can
message nor model that education
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makes a difference. Anderson, des
pearance of manufacturing jobs, i
influences of the “old heads”: adults
street life,” would be listened to by t

But as meaningful employment bec
men of the neighborhood and the «
opportunities for quick money, th
authority. Streetwise boys are concls
work ethic are no longer relevant an
embodiment of the street, this man i
gang, and indifferent, at best, to the

Another parental message that
employment is, It is important that
key to success. For a very long tim
of families. Academic success usua
things have changed dramatically
where poor and working-class fan
a very fundamental way in other s
Some speculate that the current g
children may be the first in which
better than their parents.”

At the end of the last chapter I d
pens when a parent who is striving |
ary sector worker, implores their ¢
they can have a better life only to t
disrespectful offspring. When pare
they play by the rules, their lives ar
that education pays oft. When such
trated poverty, joblessness, and lab
image of the parents are less likely t:
neighborhood. A problem in under
do not see the model of people gett
ing it pay off, because too few adult:

In a study of the juvenile resp
dinal Surveys of Youth (NLSY),
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cribing consequences of the disap-
ncludes the diminution of positive
on the block who, having lived “the
he younger set. Anderson writes:

omes increasingly scarce for young
>xpansion of the drug culture offers
e old head is losing prestige and
1ding that his lessons about life and
d a new role model is emerging. The
s young, often a product of the street
law and traditional values.?

- is hurt in the face of marginal
you work hard in school; that is the
e this was the case for generations
ly led to workplace successes. Now
in some communities, particularly
ilies live. This may be changing in
egments of the population as well.
neration of American parents and
on average the children do not do

escribed what we can imagine hap-
out yet still out of a job, or a second-
hild to work hard in school so that
e “chumped oft” by ungrateful and
nts are not succeeding even when
> not a good conduit of the message
a family lives where there is concen-
or market instability, the struggling
> be mitigated by other adults in the
class neighborhoods is that children
ing up, going out to work, and see-
5 are gainfully employed.”

ondents of the National Longitu-
ve found that when parents were
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unemployed their children do le
increases their involvement in deli
leagues used the Adolescent Healtl
More recently, working with sever:
been confirmed using newer data fr

A third important message that
cussed is, Education is valuable. Bu
it is more valuable for some people
it does not work when the parents
firm it, but we have seen that when
stant their education is positively :
in school, which in turn decreases
The problem is that the inequalitie
exist in the US are not lost on adole

Long ago, when my inner-city
handsome campus of a suburban s
stunned not by the competition, bu
on the football team played and p
field (the field, which was as hard a
twice a year to control the dust; it
an oil residue), the suburban scho
grass field surrounded by a most pl
fields were superior to any wed see
the academic facilities of the schoc
the equipment of our hosts left a Iz
when reading Jonathan Kozol’s Sa
day came back to me.”

In little ways such as that just 1
transferred through the popular n
rience, parental messages of the v
portions of the population. A teen
Detroit, Miami, or Los Angeles sure
of the 1980s and gos popular adole
resemblance to their experience. W
of Chicago schoolchildren going t
a teacher, or having days when th
where they could be managed becz
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ss well in school, which in turn
nquency.” Paul Bellair and his col-
1 data to find very similar results.*
| colleagues, this finding has again
om NLSY data sets.”

is clearly linked to the one just dis-
t this message comes with a caveat:
than for others. As indicated above,
> work circumstance does not con-
you hold parental employment con-
issociated with children doing well
their participation in delinquency.*
s of educational opportunities that
scents.

high-school track team visited the
hool for a meet, we walked around
t by the facilities. Where our friends
racticed on a grassless, oil-covered
s a blacktop road, was oiled once or
rendered Astroturf-like burns with
ol that we visited had a manicured
easant stadium. Even their practice
n in the city. We didn’t see much of
1, but the locker rooms, track, and
isting impression on us. Years later,
age Inequalities, the picture of that

ecounted, the images of education
1edia, and through common expe-
alue of education are undercut for
ager coming of age in the slums of
ly knew that the high-school images
scent soap opera “90210” bore little
’hen Kozol writes of large portions
hrough the academic year without
ey are herded into the auditorium
use that day no substitute could be
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found, the message that their educ:
those children.

Kozol recounts the argument o:
the answer to persistent disparity |
middle and lower classes, but then
argument when he asks why, if mo
ment not transfer some of that poir
athletic facilities, teachers, and educ
and districts. Many children of the
buying into the message that thei:
recognize how little their educatior
teacher, or when their books fall a
all, because they have replicated D
can imagine an elementary school
a spelling or math book because i
dren—yet such schools exist. Educ:
and appreciated by a child who can
the full book bags of other children

Educational inequality is incre:
including suburbanization, racial re¢
els of joblessness. Each of these so«
local schools depend on to support
inner-city schools are hampered b
students come to school with reads
or having English as a second langt
have attempted to mitigate some
persist. Even where it appears, from
that suburban and inner-city scho
same amount per student, this is no
get includes considerably more mc
as ESL and school lunches.”® These
to general education, so after this i
suburban schools are, on average, :
their students’ lessons in math, rea
inner-city schools.

In the study I cited earlier, my c
of academically and occupationally
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ation does not matter is not lost on

 those who say that money is not
n academic outcomes between the
comes to the heart of the counter-
ney doesn’t matter, will the govern-
tless money which provides superb
ational quality to inner-city schools
> inner city don’t have a hard time
- parents are sending, but they do
| is valued when they do not have a
art, or when there are no books at
r. Kozol’s analyses. Few Americans
where children cannot take home
t has to be shared with other chil-
ational inequality is easily observed
not take a book home when he sees

sed by a number of social forces
sidential segregation, and high lev-
-ial forces reduces the tax base that
local schools.?® Additionally, many
>cause a higher proportion of their
ness to learn issues such as hunger
1age. Federal government programs
of these problems, but inequalities
| US Department of Education data,
ols are spending approximately the
t actually the case.” The latter’s bud-
ney designated for programs such
dedicated funds cannot be diverted
s taken into account it is clear that
ble to spend significantly more on
ding, history, and science than can

lleagues and I found that the effect
unsuccessful parents was especially
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problematic among youngsters fror
does not come as a surprise. It is -
Joblessness, persistent unemployr
underemployment lead to social ar
viduals and for families. When tl
with other marginalized people in t
Wilson, Massey and Denton, and £
disadvantaged people and families
occupational circumstance for thei
ized employment is the root cause
sequences. So as we think of how e
delinquency, we have to include th
economic disadvantage.

Not a Dream Deferred, but a Dre

Getting a good education and obta
pational upward mobility and succ
dren of white, black, Native Amer
immigrant and natives alike. Wh
the “dream deferred” it was that of
ent of the American promise of o
since the Great Migration it has |
young African Americans that the
or put on hold, but that it will not
including the US, struggle with pc
children of white Americans incre:
frog their parents’ occupational acc
tions have been able to. Many of t
a few generations removed from ir
parents or great grandparents havi
ern Europe. Only time will tell if 1
America and Asia will experience /
south have, with frustrations and b
within a generation or two of immi
be more like those of earlier wave
followed by working-class stagnati
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n central city neighborhoods.” This
rery consistent with Wilson’s ideas.
nent, marginal employment, and
1d economic disadvantage for indi-
1e disadvantaged live substantially
he disadvantaged communities that
\nderson write of, the problems for
are compounded.” For children the
- parents matter, but that marginal-
of disadvantage has additional con-
mployment and the economy affect
> indirect effects on both social and

am Dashed

ining its fruits in the form of occu-
2ss has been the dream for the chil-
ican, Latino, and Asian parents, of
en Langston Hughes wrote about
- the black man, not yet the recipi-
benness and equality.” In the years
yecome increasingly clear to many
lream has not simply been deferred
happen. Now, as industrial nations,
stindustrial economic changes, the
1singly find that they will not leap-
omplishments as preceding genera-
hose likely to be frustrated are but
nmigrant experiences, their grand-
1g moved from Eastern and South-
nore recent immigrants from Latin
\merica as black migrants from the
locks to upward mobility occurring
gration—or if their experiences will
s of migrants to the US, of success
on that is likely for those without
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high-end, valued skills in postindu:
Bonilla-Silva argues that some “visi
ary whites as the US moves beyond
more like Latin America in terms o
today routinely defined as white (e.g
thought of as a part of that “in grot
they first arrived in North America
provided good work for earlier ge:
education will be critical to new mi
in the US, and education will also b
to how they are ultimately socially

What happens, though, when th
cation a good life is not just possit
municated to the children of a com
alternatives—in youthful eyes that -
should also consider the view tha
communities have of their job altern
want no damn slave job” is a refrain
munity workers hear in the inner ci
some it is simply working for some
else is “the man” But for many urb
limited future, and low wages. It i
brings neither appreciable current c
foreseeable future in their youthfu
that may be seen as adequate for tee:
and the like—but they cannot give a
respect requisite for the lives that otl

In Getting Paid, Mercer Sullivan
vantaged section of Brooklyn. They
his exasperation:

STAN WILLIAMS: I tried to get
jobs. It was like sweeping out
INTERVIEWER: How much wc
s.w.: Oh, about twenty dollars
Every day when they get read;
place out.
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strial America. Sociologist Eduardo
ble minorities” may become honor-
~a black-white binary and becomes
f racial classification.” Some groups
., Irish and Italians) were not always
1p” by some “real Americans” when
- Without the low-skilled jobs that
1erations, the availability of quality
grants as they try to find their place
e critical for their job prospects and
lefined.

> message that by obtaining an edu-
le but likely is not effectively com-
munity? For some, better-appearing
s—arise and become attractive. We
t some residents of disadvantaged
atives. They want “real jobs.” “I don’t
that teachers, counselors, and com-
y.** What makes it a “slave job?” For
one else, especially if that someone
an youth it is a job without respect,
s a job where investing one’s labor
r future payoffs (nor at least not the
| time horizon). These are the jobs
nagers—in fast food, janitorial work,
young adult the income, future, and
hers seem to be entitled to.

quotes a young man from a disad-
oung man, Stan Williams, expressed

some jobs, but they wasn't like real

1 store, like that, not a real job.

uld you make?

. They used to pay me by the week.
 to close up, I come by and sweep the
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INT.: How did you get the job
s.w.: I just walked by and said
something?” I said, “Whateve:
then the store burnt down.”

It is important to recognize tha
rejection of a “slave job” is not an
trary, they are expressions of a desi
It is a desire to have the kind of wo:
one might enjoy.

When earlier generations of Afri
Great Migration, and when Easter:
and when whites moved from tt
between and after the world wars, |
work that was sometimes dangero
ment “slave jobs,” nor did they turn
simply that, as some assert, that “th
pay their dues? This is too simplisti

Former field hands from Virgini
to Pittsburgh’s steel mills and popu
places like the Wideman