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American Winter holidays can be beautiful, joyful, exhausting, and, for
some, a statement of identity. When | was growing up my sister used to ask
people we had just met, “Are you Chanukah or Christmas?” That simple
question spoke volumes, and the answer laid a path for how we would
move forward in a friendship. Would we be explaining more about our
culture or would we be sharing other aspects of our identity?

A few weeks ago, | was in Israel on the Israel NOW Interfaith Experience.
During the trip, we received a tour of the Anu Museum in Tel Aviv — a
museum that tells the story of the Jewish People through personal stories,
historic events, and art. Walking through the exhibits, we were able to see
the multitude of answers for “Who is a Jew?” and “Who am [?”

With every step, my sister’s question rang in my head.

One of the exhibits calculates the number of Jews in the world. Their total: 15,000,000. In a
museum dedicated to exploring the question of Jewish identity, | inquired to learn how did they
calculate that number? The demographer, Professor Sergio DellaPergola, defined the “Core Jewish
Identity” to be individuals who self-identify as Jewish by religion and/or people with a Jewish
mother or upbringing who do not identify with any other religion. However, it does not include
people who identify as Jewish but also identify with another religion. The docent acknowledged
that reform rabbis have pointed out that the number is too low while more orthodox point out the
number is too high.

While | understand the importance of the Anu Museum’s definition of “Core Jewish Identity,” it
doesn’t help build our community.

In Greensboro we have people who are deeply affiliated with one or more Jewish congregations
as well as people that do not feel congregational life is for them. If we only answer the question of
“Who is a Jew?” based upon religious beliefs, we risk alienating people who otherwise would seek
to be part of our secular community.

| encountered an example of this earlier this year when | met with an interfaith family. One parent
grew up and identifies as Jewish while the other grew up Christian. When | asked if they were on
the Federation’s mailing list for events, they replied no. This answer was not because they didn’t
want to engage, but because they felt they would not be accepted.

As someone who knows how welcoming this community strives to be, this broke my heart.

Our role at Federation is not to administer a Jewish litmus test, but to provide a safe entry point
into the Greensboro Jewish community. We welcome everyone — wherever you happen to be on
your personal journey in shaping your Jewish identity.

Regardless of how you answer my sister’s question, | wish everyone a joyous Winter season.

Jenny Kaiser

Jenny Kaiser, President
Greensboro Jewish Federation
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From Childhood Memories to Family
Traditions: A SEASON OF GRATITUDE

By Glenda Bernhardt, Chief Executive Officer, Greensboro Jewish Federation

Glenda Bernhardt

The holiday season in the South can be a challenging time
for those who do not celebrate Christmas. | remember the
first time my children each asked me, with exasperation,
why Christmas was EVERYWHERE...I think we were in a
grocery store. | remember trying hard to find some small
visual symbol to show them that we were included too - a
Chanukkiah on display, even some gelt by the check out.
Something. Anything.

As they grew up, we have worked to make them feel
special during the holidays and not left out. We have also
sought out ways to share our traditions with friends who
are often genuinely curious and have very little knowledge
about what Chanukah is, how it is similar to Christmas (or

not), and how we celebrate during this special season of the year.

In my family growing up, our traditions included lighting candles every night
and singing songs (our favorites were Maoz Tzur, Oh Chanukah Oh Chanukah,
The Latke Song, and Light One Candle - just thinking of these makes me smile
and think of my Dad), opening presents some nights, giving tzedakah on other

nights, and attending events with our congregation.
My grandparents lived far away, so we didn’t have
the chance to celebrate Chanukah with them and
instead the Bubbies and Zaydies in our synagogue
became my holiday family.

Our other traditions included driving through the
neighborhoods with the most beautiful Christmas
lights, and no holiday season was complete without
The Nutcracker. | was a ballet dancer in my youth
and | performed in The Nutcracker each winter. |
always loved being a part of the holiday tradition
of many other families and seeing how the magic
and beauty of The Nutcracker brought joy to our
audiences.

We have maintained these traditions with my
chosen family and incorporated those of my
husband’s childhood into our annual Chanukah
plans. My favorite new traditions include combining
both latkes and sauerkraut pancakes as required
side dishes during our family Chanukah dinner and
having each child light his/her own Chanukkiah each
night. Now that we’ve made Greensboro our home,
we have added driving through Sunset Hills to view
the Christmas balls to our list of holiday traditions.
The beauty emanated by all of the concentrated
light takes my breath away. And of course, there’s
still The Nutcracker, only now it is my daughter who
is dancing on the stage.

| consider myself very lucky to have a rich set of

Years apart but united by tradition,
Glenda and her daughter share a love
for the holiday classic, The Nutcracker.

Chanukah traditions to share with my family and friends, in addition to embracing
the beauty of other traditions associated with the holiday season. That is how we
continue to share and spread light through the Greensboro community.
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Qur Shared Story: Family, Faith, and Frying Pans

By Brad Semon and Susan Feibelman, 2026 Campaign Co-Chairs

Brad Semon

o)
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Together,
we go

Ferward

The help we provide the
Jewish community through
our Annual Campaign
is dependent on your
support. Please donate
now by scanning the
code below, or by visiting
shalomgreensboro.org.

Susan Feibelman

As we approach the season of
Chanukah, it offers the perfect
opportunity to reminisce. Both
of us bring to this holiday
distinctive family memories and
the personal meaning we ascribe
to the story of Judah Maccabeus,
the rededication of the Second
Temple, and the single jug of oil
we know as the Chanukah miracle.

Chanukah memories... we each lament that,
unlike that other big December holiday, the
world never seems to slow down for Chanukah.

Brad: Having a dad who worked in retail,
December was always busy, hurried, and
stressful. For me as a caterer, the long hours
continued. In my home — first as a child and
later as a father — the preparations for lighting
the menorah were mom-dependent. Running
through the door with latke mix and fresh
applesauce in hand, it was often a struggle
to put the day aside and take a deep breath
before lighting the candles.

The eyes of my two little boys, like those of
my sister and me years before, glowed in the
flickering candlelight. Gifts wrapped and ready,
we always mixed the most anticipated toys
from their wish lists with simpler presents.

Not every night of Chanukah was a feast of
fried latkes, but my own golden, crispy ones —
with sour cream and fresh applesauce — were
always front and center, moving quickly from
pan to plate. My mom had that duty when | was
young, Crisco melting in her well-used electric
fry pan as the scent of oil and potatoes filled
the house. And no matter how many latkes

we ate, there was always room for her tender
brisket or paprika chicken that followed — a
true celebration of the senses.

Susan: Since returning from our Federation’s
Interfaith Mission to Israel, I've been reflecting
on Chanukah as a miraculous moment that
has defined the Jewish people through the
centuries. Like Brad, our family cherished
our time together, lighting candles, opening
gifts, and enjoying latkes fried in my mother’s
ancient electric skillet. But we also navigated
Christmas-centric school programs and
celebrations before “winter break.” Throughout
the season, we were especially sensitive to
conversations with non-Jdewish friends who
tried to equate our Chanukah — rooted in faith
and resilience — with their own religious texts
and traditions.

While the miracle of oil lasting eight days
may not be history’s most awe-inspiring act of
divine intervention, this holiday certainly holds
deep meaning. It’s not the lamp, the candles,
or even the presents that matter most — it’s
the sparkle in our children’s eyes, the resilience
in our Jewish DNA, and the understanding that
giving means sharing both time and attention,
and supporting causes that reflect our values.
In these moments, our generosity fulfills our
desire to be a force for good.

We encourage everyone to remember that
for eight nights we can all pause, breathe, and
feel love and peace — and remind ourselves
that the miraculous is always within our grasp.

Brad and Susan

JOIN US FOR THESE UPCOMING MEN'’S AND WOMEN’S CAMPAIGN EVENTS:

3 vour
YOU'RE INVITED
§

el W Women’s Campaign Event:
Men’s Campaign Event: " '&-:\ . L wJNE Wine and Paint Night
Beef and Bourbon = Y al'; AINT at The Marshall Muse Gallery
at the home of Steve Medelson

Thursday, Jan. 29, 2026
6-8:30 p.m.

Y L
Thursday, March 5, 2026 nghi
6:30 - 9:30 p.m. = The Marshall Muse Gallery

Location given at registration AT THE MARSHALL MUSE GALLERY 314\ (hyrch Street, Greenshoro

Registration available at shalomgreensboro.org
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A SWEET TRADITION:

JFS BRINGS CHANUKAH TO SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITIES

The holiday season is a time for
light, joy, and connection — and
Jewish Family Services (JFS) brings
that spirit to life through its annual
Chanukah celebrations. Each vyear,
JFS partners with senior living
communities to share the traditions,
stories, and songs of the Festival of
Lights, welcoming neighbors of all
backgrounds to join in the festivities.

“The light we share grows
brighter when we celebrate

together,” said JFS Director 66 The hght
Alicia Kaplan. “Our Chanukah we share FOWS
celebrations are more than g

a holiday tradition, they are brighter when
opportunities t_o build bridges we Celebrate
and spread joy throughout

Greensboro. Welcoming non- together.99

Jewish residents is especially

meaningful because it gives

folks a chance to learn, create memories, and connect.”
For years, JFS has partnered with Abbotswood to

host a community-wide Chanukah gathering. The

celebration welcomes not only Jewish residents

but all Abbotswood neighbors, creating a space

where everyone can experience the warmth and joy

of the holiday. Guests enjoy festive food prepared

EMPOWERING TEENS Through Community Service

Jewish Family Services and Beth David Synagogue have teamed up
to provide meaningful service opportunities designed specifically
for teens who need to complete volunteer hours for school. These
monthly events help students give back while meeting school

requirements.
All teens who need service hours are welcome!
Visit bethdavidsynagogue.org, or email

VOLUNTeeR A
) I

SHALOM GREENSBORO
DEC 2025/JAN/FEB 2026

jschleuning@shalomgreenshoro.org to sign up for
any — or all of the upcoming volunteer opportunities.

by Abbotswood, while local rabbis lead music and
storytelling. Families often come together, with children
and grandchildren lighting the menorah side by side.
As far as parties go, the Chanukah celebration at
Friends Home West is one the entire JFS staff looks
forward to every year. One word: sufganiyot. Friends
Home West has great latkes, but their sufganiyot are
hands down the best the JFS staff has ever tasted.
The news of great food, music
and fun times has spread; the
last celebration drew more than —
a hundred residents and guests.
Once again, the local rabbis
unleashed a lively torrent of 4y
music and storytelling, and their
songs filled the room, inviting
even the shyest residents to join
the chorus. For some, it may
be their first time hearing the
story of Chanukah or spinning a
dreidel, but everyone leaves with
smiles and a sense of joy from the
holiday.

Traditionally enjoyed

Celebrate Chanukah with JFS during Chanukah,
this year! Come for the music and sufganiyot (jelly-filled
stories, but stay for the sufganiyot! donuts) are crispy,

Learn more on the community
calendar at jfsgreensboro.org.

sweet, and delicious!

* Sunday, December 28:
Cook Dinner for Greenshoro Urban Ministries

* Sunday, January 11:
Visit Spring Arbor Assisted Living

* Sunday, February TBD:
Work at the Greenshoro Bike Shop

* Sunday, March 18: Help Clean Up Coronado Park

* Sunday, April 12:
Volunteer at Peacehaven Community Farm

* Sunday, May 31: Join the fun at Mitzvah Day




JFS High Holiday Food Drive:
6,000+ Pounds of Kindness

=Y Y The annual Jewish Family Services High
S] @ & Holiday Food Drive collected more than
P Fo08 PARTRY 6,000 pounds of food this year — making
Hig%gg}:ﬁay it the most successful drive to date for
e the David D. Frazier Food Pantry.
Thanks to many volunteers and the
generosity of our community, shelves were stocked with
items to help local families in need. Donations poured in
from Temple Emanuel, Beth David Synagogue, and B’nai
Shalom Day School, reflecting the true spirit of the High
Holidays. JFS extends sincere gratitude to everyone
who participated in this year’s record-breaking effort.

JFS WELCOMES NEW INTERN

Jamie Dietz recently joined Jewish
Family Services as an MSW intern
for the 2025-26 academic year.
She is pursuing her Master of Social
Work through the joint program at
NC A&T State University and UNCG.
Jamie holds a Bachelor of Science in
Psychology, a Master of Education,
and a Master of Science in Health
Psychology, and she hopes to work
as a clinical therapist helping people
from all walks of life.

In her free time, Jamie enjoys connecting with family
and friends and spending time with her dogs, Kya and
Eloise. She is excited to be part of the welcoming and
knowledgeable team at Jewish Family Services.

Jamie Dietz,
MSW INTERN

check it out

The Man Who Loved His Wife
by Jennifer Anne Moses

Jews being Jewish: that’s the subject of Jennifer Anne
Moses’s new collection of short stories. Whether in

Tel Aviv, suburban New Jersey, or the Deep South, the
characters who populate the pages of The Man Who
Loved His Wife grapple with God, their loved ones, fate,
death, hope, Hitler, transcendence, and the 4000-year-
old history of Judaism. With a Yiddish sensibility born of passion, an eye for
detail, and a deadpan sense of humor reminiscent of Singer, Salinger, and Tillie
Olsen, Moses captures singularly Jewish and wholly human characters as they
live and breathe through their stories. Lovely, tender, and hard to put down,
these are short stories that leave you yearning for more.

The Man Who Loved His Wife is available to borrow at The Greensboro Jewish
Library, along with a vast collection of publications relating to the Jewish
experience. JFS thanks the Jewish Book Council, PJ Library, private donors,
and especially Arlene Henza for maintaining this valuable resource. For more
information, visit jfsgreenshoro.org or email library@shalomgreensboro.org.

GREENSBORO JEWISH COMMUNITY

BLOOD DRIVE

IN MEMORY OF MORRY & RUTH JACOBS

In November, donors gathered
at Chabad of Greensboro for
the annual Jewish Community
Blood Drive in memory of Morry
and Ruth Jacobs. Organized
by JFS Congregational Nurse
Marlene Baruch, this year’s
drive collected 25 pints of
blood, helping to save lives and
strengthen the community.

Morry and Ruth Jacobs
deeply valued their faith — especially the Jewish principle
of Tikkun Olam, the responsibility each of us has to repair
the world. In 1982, they brought this value to life by
organizing Greensboro’s first Jewish Community Blood
Drive, a powerful tradition that saved countless lives
and brought people together year after year. The whole
family joined in: Ruth baked, while their children, Barbie
and Rick, made phone calls. Morry, the driving force
behind the event, remained steadfast in his commitment
to this lifesaving work.

Thanks to the Jacobs’ legacy, the dedication of
volunteers, and the generosity of donors, the impact of
this tradition continues to reach far beyond Greensboro.

Marlene Baruch, Barbie Jacobs,
and Harvey Katz, Blood Drive
(ommittee Chair

SHALOMGREENSBORO.ORG ‘ 5



Every December, as the days grow shorter and Greensboro
begins to twinkle with holiday lights in the trees of Sunset
Hills, the Jewish community gathers to celebrate the
Festival of Lights — Chanukah. For many families, the eight
nights are filled with familiar rituals: lighting the menorah,
singing blessings, sharing latkes, and spinning dreidels. But
something that makes Chanukah in Greensboro particularly
special is how its light extends beyond the Jewish
community — drawing in neighbors, friends, and families
of every background who have found meaning, belonging,
and joy in the celebration.

For Liam Grandidge, Chanukah
first arrived on his calendar
through love. “My first experience
with Chanukah was actually back
in the UK, when my wife and |
were dating,” he recalls. “She was
visiting my hometown and brought
her family’s Chanukah traditions
with her — from lighting candles
to sharing stories of the holiday’s
meaning. My whole family got
involved, and that sense of warmth,
joy, and togetherness really stuck
with me.”

Years later, after moving to
Greensboro with his wife and
young daughter, that spark grew brighter. The family
quickly found a home within B’nai Shalom Day School,
where Liam now teaches PE and Technology. Now, with two
children of their own, the Grandidges celebrate Chanukah
with both pride and gratitude. “As
a dad raising our children in the
Jewish faith, the holiday holds
even deeper meaning,” Liam says.
“The first night is always especially

Liam with his daughter, Orly
celebrate their first
(hanukah in Greenshoro

€6 Asadad

raising our

children in the exciting — the kids can’t wait to get
. . their menorahs out, and we gather
IerSh faith, the ith friends who have become like

an extension of our own family.”
For Liam, the beauty of Chanukah
lies not just in the glow of the
candles, but in what they represent.
“It’s a time to slow down, to gather,
and to reflect on what really
matters,” he shares. “My family in the UK has embraced
these traditions too. They love learning from our kids about

holiday holds
even deeper
meaning.99

SHALOM GREENSBORO
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Jewish holidays and seeing how these celebrations can
connect us across cultures and generations.”

That connection, across faiths, families, and continents, is
at the heart of Chanukah’s message: that even in darkness,
light endures.

¢ ¢ Chanukah, like all Jewish holidays
we've experienced, excludes no one.99

For Stacey Rubain, that light first shone through her
children. She and her husband, Todd Smith, moved to
Greensboro in 2018, and a few years later began searching
for the right early childhood program for their two toddlers.
“By chance, we discovered B’nai Shalom Day School,” she
recalls. “Although Todd and | are not Jewish, we felt that
B’nai was the perfect fit for our family. We were immediately
impressed by the quality teachers, its nurturing and close-
knit environment, and B’nai’s philosophical commitment to
social justice.”

It was through the school
that Stacey and her family first
experienced Chanukah. “Every
year we have come to enjoy
celebrating Chanukah with our
friends at B’nai,” she says. “The
message of light driving away
darkness aligns with my own
personal beliefs. Celebrating
Chanukah with family and
friends is very special.”

What began as a school
activity has become a deeply
meaningful family tradition. Her
children love making dreidels
and learning the Hebrew songs
and blessings. “Chanukah,
like all Jewish holidays we’ve
experienced, excludes no one,”
Stacey says. “Inclusivity is a
fundamental tenet of Jewish
culture, and holidays are a
wonderful way to bring others in. My experience at B’nai
as a parent has personally made me feel part of the larger
Jewish community, and this type of inclusivity makes us

Stacey Rubain and hushand
Todd Smith making menorahs with
their children Henry and Ruby



FINDING
LIGHT

n
SHARED
TRADITION

BY GINNY VELLANI

and our communities stronger and better.”

As Greensboro’s Jewish community prepares once again
for Chanukah, that spirit of inclusivity shines brightly.
Across the city, families of all backgrounds will gather for
candle lightings, public menorah displays, and community
celebrations — from festive latke parties to school programs
and congregational gatherings.

And while the flicker of the candles may last just eight
nights, the values they represent — hope, perseverance, and
unity — burn much longer.

This year, as Stacey reflects on what the holiday means to
her, she feels its message more strongly than ever. “My hope
is that this year especially, when there are so many reasons
to feel despair for our country
and for the world, that Chanukah
is a joyous time to reflect on the
resilience of the Jewish people and
to feel hopeful.”

For Liam, the meaning is simple
but profound. “Chanukah has
become one of my favorite times
of year,” he says. “It’'s about finding
light — in your family, your faith, and
your community — and sharing that
light with others.”

Together, Liam, Stacey, and countless others in
Greensboro are helping illuminate what makes Jewish
life here so special. In a world that often feels divided,
Chanukah offers a simple but powerful message: that hope
can be renewed, and light will always endure. This winter,
as Greensboro gathers for eight nights of celebration, the
glow of Chanukah reflects not just in menorahs across the
city, but in the spirit of a community united by warmth,
understanding, and joy.

€¢6CIt’s a time
to slow down,
to gather, and
to reflect on
what really
matters.99

The Greensboro Jewish Federation encourages you to
invite your friends, neighbors, and colleagues to our
community Chanukah celebrations and events. Sharing
the beauty and traditions of Chanukah helps build
understanding and strengthen friendships. In every candle
we light, we are reminded that light multiplies when it

is shared, and that the true beauty of Chanukah shines
brightest when it brings people together.

COMMERCIAL
REAL ESTATE

DEVELOPMENT ¢ INVESTMENT « MANAGEMENT

DEEP RIVER

PARTNERS

(336) 617-2002 « DeepRiver.com

Brian Ross Steve Shavitz

Convenient.
Efficient.
Loyal.

Source 4 Greensboro
delivers highly creative
and cost effective
printing solutions under
one "roof”.

Staffed by experienced
professionals, Source 4
can ensure your success
through measurable
results.

Get in touch today at
source4greensboro.com

Source 4 N
6903 International Dr.
Greensboro, NC so u rc

Phone: 336.855.2622

FREE Estimates: source4greensboro.com
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2025 BUDGET LAW IMPACTS CHARITABLE GIVING:
Consider Acting Before Year-End

By Steven Woolf, JD, Senior Tax Policy Counsel for The Jewish Federations of North America (JENA)

Steven Woolf, ID

(a's]

The 2025 Budget Reconciliation law enacted in July makes important
changes to the tax rules on charitable giving. If you are considering
making a large gift or adding to or establishing a donor-advised fund
(DAF), consider acting before December 31, 2025. Starting in 2026, new
limitations and rules could damper the impact of your charitable giving.

While the new law does bring some new provisions that could boost
tax-favored giving (primarily for those who do not itemize their tax
deductions), it imposes new limitations and complications that can
challenge existing charitable planning strategies.

THE GOOD NEWS

]

L8

27

A T

Starting in 2026 the new law provides an above-the-line deduction of up
to $1,000 (single) or $2,000 (married filing jointly) for cash contributions
to public charities (DAFs do not qualify). Because the new law also
increases the standard deduction, many non-itemizers may be eligible to
take advantage of this new provision.

THE BAD NEWS

Starting in 2026 the new law imposes both a floor and a ceiling on the
itemized deduction for charitable contributions. Only the portion of
charitable gifts above 0.5 percent of your adjusted gross income will
be deductible. For example, if your AGI is $300,000, the first $1,500 of
charitable contributions will not be deductible. In addition, the value of
charitable contributions will be limited to 35 percent for taxpayers in the
highest 37 percent tax bracket.

PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS

You may want to consider “bunching” or combining several years’ worth of
contributions into one high-giving year to take advantage of the itemized
charitable contribution deduction this year. In effect, bunching may
transform otherwise nondeductible annual contributions into a deductible
lump sum gift. And if you are considering making a large gift, it probably
will be more advantageous to accelerate that gift into 2025 to avoid the
new floor and ceiling taking effect next year. In both cases, contributions
to an existing DAF (or establishing a DAF) may make sense.

For more information on the changes enacted by the 2025 Budget Reconciliation law,
contact Susan R. Gutterman, J.D., CAP®, Executive Director at (336) 852-0099 or by email at
SGutterman@JewishFoundationNC.org, but please keep in mind that the Jewish Foundation
of Greensboro does not provide tax or legal advice.

SHALOM GREENSBORO
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YOUR DOLLARS AT WORK: Safer Spaces for Jewish Greenshoro

Improving and hardening the physical
security of Jewish community buildings
in Greensboro is a top priority for Bruce
Gourlie, Regional Security Advisor
for the Secure Community Network
(SCN). “The threats our community
faces are complex and unprecedented,”
Gourlie said. “Our goal is to keep those
threats outside our buildings so these
facilities remain safe and welcoming for
everyone.”

The first step in improving security
is an objective assessment of risks
and vulnerabilities by a trained
professional. Gourlie uses SCN’s Threat
and Vulnerability Risk Assessment
(TVRA) tool to provide facilities with
a clear roadmap for physical security improvements. The
tool offers a systematic framework for evaluating potential
weaknesses, beginning with conversations with staff about
the facility’s security priorities. Every aspect of a building is
reviewed — from the perimeter to the furnace room.

The assessment is documented in a detailed TVRA
report that identifies vulnerabilities and offers specific

solutions, often supported by photographs taken during
the evaluation. Facilities then use the report to prioritize
their plan for improving security.

Physical security enhancements, however, can be costly.
Cameras, access control systems, and fencing are just
some of the necessary — but expensive — elements of a
comprehensive security program. Completed TVRA reports
form the foundation for seeking funding through grants,
including FEMA’s Non-profit Security Grant Program
(NSGP). A TVRA is required for NSGP applications and
must directly support the security improvements being
applied for by the organization.

The reports focus not only on technology and physical
improvements but also on broader security strategies.
Recommendations frequently include safety and security
training, updated security plans and policies, and the
deployment of armed security personnel. In his role, Gourlie
provides training on a wide range of security topics, helps
review or create facility security plans, and offers guidance
on armed security deployment.

Gourlie has completed a TVRA for each major Jewish
facility in Greensboro. The assessments are valid for three
years but can be updated whenever necessary to address
evolving security needs.

v

"
~ WellSpring

A LIFE PLAN COMMUNITY

The Wait List at Well-Spring offers the option for
an active and engaging life, full of opportunities

for growth and learning. Secure your option now
for Well-Spring living /ater.

TAKE A TOUR TODAY! 336.579.5600 | GREENSBORO, NC | WELL-SPRING.ORG

SHALOMGREENSBORO.ORG ‘ 9



MAKING CONNECTIONS

WOMEN’S JOINT OPENING EVENT

JEWISH WOMEN GATHER
for Compassion and Purpose

Women from across the Triad gathered together for the
annual Women’s Joint Opening Event to celebrate the power
of community, and the impact women make when they unite
with intention.

This year’s program highlighted the work of R.E.A.C.H.
Resiliency, Education, Addiction, and Compassion in Healing.
Dr. Mateo Eckstat joined Jenny Grayer and Katie Krist from
the R.E.A.C.H. Clinic to share how their work helps mothers
and families heal, recover, and rebuild their lives — an uplifting
reminder of the difference compassion can make.

The event also included a community service project that
inspired generous participation. Together, attendees collected
an incredible 3,670 diapers to benefit local families in need.

The Greensboro Jewish Federation expressed gratitude to
everyone who helped make the afternoon possible, including the
planning committee of Marlene Baruch, Marilyn Cherry, Sarah
Neff, Deb Schoenhoff, Joyce Shuman, Becky Spielman, Nichol
Walters, and Anne Waranch. Appreciation was also extended
to the Florence Weinstein Jacobson Fund for supporting the
event, to Rabbi Gleason and Rabbi Hertz for the blessing,
and to Hindy Plotkin for providing a delicious nosh. Most of

3 | 3 - all, heartfelt thanks went to every woman who attended. Their
From left: speaker Jenny Grayer; R.E.A.CH. Clinic participant; presence, energy, and generosity made the gathering both
and speakers Katie Krist and Dr. Mateo Eckstat meaningful and inspiring.
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DEC 2025/JAN/FEB 2026



¢

Pt L bl i L /—\h\ Greensboro | Together,
JEWISH AGENCY YIN'7 Jewish Federation we go Fertvard
N?" FoR ISRAEL 7w \S 7 Forward

TWO WEEKS OF CONNECTION:

From September 29 through October 13, the Greensboro
Jewish Federation hosted Shai Bachar and Sapir Ben
Dor, two shlichim (young Israeli educators and leaders)
from The Jewish Agency for Israel, for an inspiring visit
during the High Holiday season.

Throughout their stay, Shai and Sapir offered
Greensboro a living picture of Israel, sharing personal
stories, cultural insights, and a deep love for their
homeland. Through conversations, meals, holiday
celebrations and educational programs, they reminded
the community of a shared heritage and the bonds
that connect Jewish people across continents.

Their visit included a Meet & Greet over coffee and
bagels, a Night of Song and Storytelling with Maia
Kamil at The Flat Iron, and a Lunch & Learn at the
Federation. A highlight of their time in Greensboro was
serving as speakers at the community-wide October 7
Commemoration at Beth David Synagogue — a deeply
moving evening that brought the Jewish community and
its allies together in remembrance and hope. Through
their heartfelt reflections and personal stories, Shai
and Sapir offered a powerful reminder of the resilience
of the Israeli people and the enduring strength that
comes from standing together in solidarity. The week
concluded with a Women’s Gathering at Beth David
Synagogue, where guests shared wine, food, and
laughter during Sukkot.

Nichol Walters, director of community engagement,
said, “l was so grateful to welcome Shai and Sapir from
Israel to our community. They brought such warmth,
energy, and authenticity — and connected beautifully
across all generations in every program. Their presence
was a powerful reminder of how important our personal
connections to Israel truly are.”

The Federation extends heartfelt thanks to all who
helped make the visit meaningful, including families
who opened their homes, organizations that hosted
events, and the community members who showed up
to connect and learn.

SHALOMGREENSBORO.ORG ‘ 11
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ISRAEL NOW:

MAKING CONNECTIONS

A JOURNEY OF PERSPECTIVE:
Greenshoro Mission Explores Israel

Israel Now: An Interfaith Mission Experience took
place from October 18 - 26, 2025. The mission was
& ; co-sponsored by the Greensboro Jewish Federation
and the Community Foundation of Greater
Greensboro and chaired by Susan Feibelman. This
mission brought participants together across lines
of difference to bear witness to the events, impact,
and aftermath of October 7, 2023, and learn about
potential paths forward. The itinerary focused on connecting with
and supporting the people and land of Israel and fostering an
understanding of Federation’s work in Israel through core partners.

. \
r 4
An Interfaith Mission Experience
October 18-26, 2025

Mission participants learned about the religious and cultural
diversity that exists across Israel and heard from a wide variety
of experts and leaders who represent different perspectives that
impact daily life and opportunities for lasting peace.

Participants witnessed the challenges related to A\

security and secure borders from multiple vantage COMMUNITY
points. They also learned about relief and recovery Together, oA g%‘:gﬂ?ﬂo"

i iti i i we go GREENSBORO
efforts across multiple modalities including art, S Ferwar

therapy, rebuilding, and launching new non-profit
organizations. And of course, mission participants
experienced all that makes lIsrael so special - delicious food,
eclectic markets, archeological sites that bring biblical history to
life, and natural beauty as far as the eye can see.

Following our wonderful week in Israel, it became clear that
although there are many challenges ahead, there are also many
reasons to be hopeful. Our mission participants arrived home with
a better understanding of the current realities in Israel beyond
the headlines and built lasting connections that will strengthen
our local community.

SHALOM GREENSBORO
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PINSKER®WLEALTH

LISTENING & LEARNING

UNDERTAKE
MATTER

i W 4. =9
Jerrold B. Pinsker, JD Preston Neal, MBA

We help you maintain your lifestyle
and preserve your wealth through
personalized investment management
and tax planning.

PINSKER WEALTH MANAGEMENT, INC.
Text us: 336-530-5550 | info@pinskerwealth.com
www.pinskerwealth.com

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial,
a registered investment advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC.

= - www.CherylDavid.com

C@Eﬂ[} ¥ (336) 547-9999
ey

PROTECTING FAMILIES

Law Offices of Cheryl David can help your family with
Trusts, Wills, Probate, Trust Administration, Protection
from Nursing Home Expenses and Wealth Preservation.

LAW OFFICES OF

CHERYL DAVID

As a friend of Shalom Greensboro, contact us for a
FREE CONSULTATION at CherylDavid.com or (336)547-9999.
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NEED CAMP FUNDING?
We Can Help!

Investing in our future means giving kids and teens access to
amazing Jewish experiences — sharing adventures, meals, and
friendships that deepen their connection to Jewish life. Jewish
Family Services and Greenshoro’s Jewish organizations make
these opportunities accessible and affordable.

Here are financial opportunities for Jewish Overnight Summer
Camp to help make this life-changing adventure possible:

o JFS offers scholarships for middle and lower income families in
Guilford County for an approved non-profit overnight camp. To
apply for a scholarship, o to jfsgreenshoro.org and download
the application. Scholarship applications are due the last day
of February and notifications are made by mid-March. For
information on camp scholarships, contact Alicia Kaplan at
akaplan@shalomgreenshoro.org or (336) 852-4829 x225.

o The Greenshoro Jewish Federation, Temple Emanuel, Beth
David Synagogue and Chabad of Greenshoro offer a One Happy
(amper First Year Incentive Grant of $1250 to an approved
non-profit Jewish overnight camp greater than 18 days long.
For more information, contact Nichol Walters at nwalters@
shalomgreenshoro.org or (336) 852-5433 x243.

o The Federation has additional grant opportunities including
the Stanley Shavitz Camp Judaea Camper Incentive Fund, and
the Fischer Send-A-Kid to Overnight Jewish Camp Incentive
Grant Fund. For more information, contact Nichol Walters at
nwalters@shalomgreenshoro.org or (336) 852-5433 x243.

« Temple Emanuel provides scholarships through the The Bradley J.

Starr CGampership Fund on a first come, first served basis. Contact
Brenda Henley at Temple Emanuel (336) 292-7899.

o |f you are a member of a congregation, contact your Rabbi for
any possible additional assistance.

 Most camps offer financial aid. Visit their websites to apply and
follow the instructions. If anything is unclear, call the camp for
clarification and to ensure your request is noted. Apply early!

SHALOM GREENSBORO
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TODAH RABAH

We thank the following donors for their contributions to Jewish Family Services. All
contributions to JFS are used to support JFS programs and services, and those in our

community, unless otherwise specified by the donor.

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES

Caren and Larry Appel

Jeri D’Lugin

Peter and Pam Lang

Jerold and Susan Pinsker
Rodna and David Hurewitz
Rochelle Weiner

Dr. Don Murinson

Glenn Engel

Jessica Fisher and Geoftrey Claussen
Roots Fund

Michael and Mary Dana

In Honor:

Of:  Susan and Freddy Robinson
From: Susan and David Gutterman

Of:  Lenny Samet’s 80th Birthday
From: Marilyn and Robert Chandler
Rose and Victor Ackermann
Susan and Freddy Robinson
Cheryl David and Mark Davidowitz
Stacy Schneid
Carol Silverman
Janie Silvers
Peggy Bernstein
Rob and Sue Stevens

Of:  Ken Stiles’ 70th Birthday
From: Bea and David Mandel
Steve Scheck
Kelly Evans

Of:  Sigmund Gould’s 80th Birthday
From: Allan Ross

Of:  David Kaplan’s 80th Birthday
From: Marilyn and Robert Chandler

Of:  Cheryl and Stuart Kersky
Marriage of Jonathan & Alice
From: Marilyn and Robert Chandler

Of:  Cheryl David and Mark Davidowitz
Marriage of Joseph & Jenny
From: Marilyn and Robert Chandler

Of:  Dr. Michele Haber
From: Marilyn and Robert Chandler

In Memory:

Of:  Phyllis Tolkowsky, z”
From: Maura Barber

Of: Jack Levin, 2”1
From: Janis and Andy Fields from
The Levin-Fields Fund

Of:  Annette Skaggs, 2/
From: Joyce Slakter

DAVID D. FRAZIER FOOD PANTRY
Paul Lauenstein

Caren and Larry Appel

Erica and Martin Weissburg
Annie G. Myles

Grace Sheldon

Karin Hogberg

Temple Emanuel High Holiday Appeal
Gail LeBauer

Muriel Lieb

Becky Spielman

In Honor:

Of:  Sara Hoffman
From: Martha Yarborough
and Kitty Winklosky

Of: Patti Stiles
From: Andrea Petrarca

Of:  Lenny Samet’s 80th Birthday
From: Joan Samet
Don and Cynthia Murinson
Risa Hanau
Fancy That Gift and Décor
Ellen and Allan Ross
Debra Kintzing and Marc Samet

Of:  Neil and Debbie Aberman’s
granddaughter
From: Steve Shavitz and Judy Frederick

Of:  Ken Stiles’ 70th Birthday
From: Simara and Tommy Levi

Of:  Naomi MarK’s Great Grandson
From: Steve Shavitz and Judy Frederick

In Memory:

Of:  Shirley and Bert Lynch, z”I
From: Sara Hoffman

Of:  Elaine Manning, z”I
From: Allan Ross

Of:  Marlene Dobbs, z”
From: Steve Shavitz and Judy Frederick

We apologize if we have missed
anyone’s contribution. Please
call Jewish Family Services at
(336) 852-4829 x222, and we
will include you in the next issue.
The minimum donation for each
submission is $10.00.

m GREENSBORO JEWISH FEDERATION

Y GIFTS IN TRIBUTE:

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

In Honor:

Of:  Leonard Samet’s 80th Birthday
From: Elyse & Stuart Tafeen

In Memory:

Of: Marlene Dobbs, 2”1
From: Matthew and Michele Slaine

Of:  Fred and Susan Shaw, z”]
From: The Neitlich Family

Of: Charles and Pearl Lipman, z”]
Howard Lipman, z”
Amanda Lipman, z”]

From: Murray Lipman

COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT FUND

In Honor:

Of: Sara Hoffman
From: Martha Yarborough

In Memory:

Of: Michael Dobbs, z”]
From: Mollie Lafferman



JEWISH VOICES AMPLIFIED: Two Days of Advocacy on Capitol Hill

In early September, Jewish leaders and
advocates from across North Carolina
came together in the nation’s capital for
the North Carolina Jewish Community
Advocacy Mission. The joint effort,
held September 2-3, brought together
participants from the Jewish Federations
of Greensboro, Charlotte, and Raleigh for
two days of learning, engagement, and
advocacy on Capitol Hill.

Traveling together by bus to Washington, D.C., delegates
united to amplify Jewish voices and share their priorities and
concerns directly with North Carolina lawmakers. The group
met with congressional representatives, attended legislative
briefings, and participated in lobbying and advocacy training
to strengthen their ability to represent the needs of Jewish
communities statewide.

“The mission was anincredible opportunity to come together
as a statewide Jewish community,” said Glenda Bernhardt,
CEO of the Greensboro Jewish Federation. “Standing shoulder
to shoulder with our partners from Charlotte and Raleigh, we
showed that our voices are strongest when we speak together
for the issues that matter most.”

Participants also heard from policy experts and national
Jewish organizations, gaining insight into key issues affecting
Jewish communities locally and nationally.

TRIAD

| JEWISH

w FILM
FESTIVAL

A PRESENTATION OF THE
GREENSBORO JEWISH FEDERATION

FE 22 = MAR@H 79 2@26 TICKETS AVAILABLE AT MYTJFF.COM
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COMMUNITY

A Night of Song and Storytelling
with MAIA KAMIL

The community gathered in October at The Flat Iron
in downtown Greensboro for A Night of Song and
Storytelling with Israeli artist Maia Kamil. This private
concert offered more than music, it was an evening of
connection, reflection, and shared experience.

Local musician Maia Kamil, captivated the audience
with performances that blend simple melodies with
graceful vocal runs, creating a sound with a global soul.
Her music carried listeners to faraway places — the trees
of the Blue Ridge, the salt of the seas she’s floated in, and
the lullabies of her ancestors.

Between  songs,  Kamil R MIGHT OF SONG & STORVTELLING
invited the audience into her s _
creative  process through

stories that were as personal
as they were universal. She
shared moments of humor
— writing a song after fans
teased her about lacking
a dance number — as well
as moments of tenderness,
such as composing in her
late grandmother’s home and
feeling her presence in every
corner. Each story revealed the
emotional landscape behind
her music, creating a sense
of closeness that reached
beyond the stage.

As the evening came to a
close, Maia invited everyone to
join in the chorus of her final
song, teaching each section of
the room their part. Voices rose together, echoing the
refrain: “Send it to me better than | could ever imagine.”
The words filled the space with warmth and light — a
fitting reminder of the beauty that blooms when a
community comes together in song.

¢ ¢ .afitting
reminder of
the beauty that
blooms when
a community
comes together
in song.99
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CHABAD

Chabad of Greensboro is once
again preparing to host the city’s
largest Chanukah celebration,
uniting the community with light,
music, and holiday spirit. As the
Festival of Lights begins on Sunday, December 14, the
signature event will combine the excitement of the annual
car menorah parade with the grand menorah lighting.

The afternoon will begin with a lively parade of cars
topped with glowing menorahs, winding their way
through Greensboro’s streets and spreading the message
of light and Jewish pride throughout the city. The parade
will conclude, where hundreds of families and friends will
gather around a towering menorah for the traditional
lighting ceremony.

Participants can look forward to joyous music, holiday
foods like hot latkes and sufganiot, and plenty of fun
for children, including dreidel games and crafts. The
combination of the parade and lighting has become a
hallmark of the season, making this event the largest and
most visible Chanukah celebration in Greensboro.

“Chanukah is about bringing light into the world, and
here in Greensboro we do it in a way that the whole city
can see,” said Rabbi Yosef Plotkin of Chabad Greensboro.
“The menorah parade leading into the lighting is a
powerful reminder that when we share joy and faith
together, the darkness doesn’t stand a chance.”

Past participants describe the experience as
unforgettable. “Standing with so many people after
seeing the parade arrive was magical. Watching the
menorah shine while the crowd sang made me feel proud
to be part of such a strong and joyful community,” shared
Jaime Singer.

With menorahs glowing from car rooftops, city streets,
and the grand menorah itself, this year’s celebration will
once again light up Greensboro in unity and joy.

For full details about Chanukah events at Chabad, visit
chabadgreensboro.com.

Chabad

Greenshoro



Celebrating the Light of Hanukkah at B’NAI SHALOM DAY SCHOOL

(OB LEADING

B’nai Shalom welcomes families from a
wide range of backgrounds, traditions,
and levels of observance. Many come
from multi-faith households, and
some do not identify as Jewish at all.
At the heart of the school’s values is
a commitment to belonging, ensuring that every person
has a seat at the table and creating an environment where
all families feel embraced in holiday celebrations and
traditions. This value is a guiding force behind the way
B’nai Shalom approaches Hanukkah celebrations, shaping
them to be meaningful, inclusive, and welcoming for all.

A highlight of the season is the annual Hanukkah
Show, where students light up the stage with stories,
candle lighting, and music, singing both new songs and
beloved classics. Alumni return to join in singing Light One
Candle, a beloved school tradition. The Hanukkah Show
unites current and past students while bringing the entire
community together to share one joyful night of Hanukkah.

Perhaps one of B’nai Shalom’s most cherished, and
little-known, traditions is gathering at Barnes & Noble to
sing Hanukkah songs and read holiday books together.
The proceeds of the night support the school library and

i vy on
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offer families an opportunity to
connect over books and enrich
their own bookshelves together.
B’nai Shalom Librarian Bobbijean
Spellman says, “It’s a way for our
students to get out in the broader
community and be proud of their
traditions by singing Hanukkah
songs, playing dreidel, and
making Hanukkah bookmarks.
Sharing this with our neighbors
and larger community is really
special.”

At B’nai Shalom, Hanukkah is
a reminder that sharing light can
build bridges. Through music,
creativity, and tradition, the
school celebrates not only the
miracle of the holiday but also
the gift of community, within the school and far beyond.
Families and friends are invited to join B’nai Shalom at
Barnes & Noble on December 8 from 6-7:15 p.m. to sing,
celebrate, and spread the light of Hanukkah together.

B’nai Shalom families spend

an evening at Barnes & Noble
singing songs, playing dreidel,
and reading books to spread the
light of Hanukkah in the greater
Greensboro community.

Calling all B’nai Shalom families & fans!
Join us for

W

B’NAI SHALOM’S

February 28, 2026 | 7:30 pm
B’nai Shalom Gym

Bites & Beverages | Silent Auction & Raffles | Celebrate & Support BSDS

Visit our website to learn more!
www.bnai-shalom.org/sneaker-soiree
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TWO YEARS LATER: A Community’s
Reflection on October 7

The Greensboro Jewish community
came together to mark two years
since the tragic October 7, 2023
attacks, honoring the memory
of lives lost and celebrating the
remarkable resilience of the Israeli
people. The evening included
the lighting of memorial candles,
heartfelt poetry readings, and
prayers for Israeli soldiers and
hostages — each moment reflecting
remembrance and hope.

A central feature of the
Hinneni Y1387 femsmesn— @vening  was  artwork from the

— 7 Partnership2Gether Hinneni (Here |
Am) Project. Created through one-
on-one collaborations between 43
Israeli artists and their American
and Czech counterparts, the pieces
reflect the personal stories of the
27 sons and daughters lost in the
Hadera-Eiron region, transforming
grief into a powerful expression of connection and
renewal.

Adding to the significance of the evening, the
Federation’s visiting shlichim, Shai Bachar and Sapir Ben
Dor, shared reflections on the ongoing impact of the
attacks. Their presence offered a living bridge to Israel
and underscored the importance of community solidarity
across borders.

The gathering concluded with song and prayer, as
voices joined together in a moving expression of faith
and unity. Through reflection, art, and shared presence,
the community honored the lives lost while celebrating
the strength and hope that continue to define Israel and
its people.

[}
October7

Commemoration
& Call for Hope

October 5, 2025
7p.m.

Beth David
Synagogue

)

B 2 @
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Lighting Up Hanukkah with
Music and Joy at TEMPLE EMANUEL

&\ﬂc, G%& As the days grow shorter and the chill of
& % winter settles in, the Greensboro Jewish
g Q community is invited to kindle light — not
0 % only with Hanukkah menorahs, but within
TevPiEEMaANUR.  Nearts and throughout the community.

FOUNDED 1507

On the first night of Hanukkah, Temple
Emanuel will host Light Up Hanukkah, a joyful evening of
music and celebration featuring Jewish musical sensation
Eliana Light. True to her name and spirit, Light embodies
what this season represents — the power of light to lift,
to heal, and to connect.

Hanukkah is a festival born from courage, faith, and
the refusal to let darkness
prevail. Each candle lit pushes
back the shadows a little more,
reminding all that even the
smallest flame can illuminate
an entire room. In a world
often dimmed by uncertainty
and division, this season calls
on everyone to be bringers
of light through kindness, joy,
and connection.

Eliana Light’s music captures
that spirit beautifully. Her
soulful melodies and inspiring
lyrics blend Jewish wisdom
with a contemporary sound,
creating an experience that
is both deeply spiritual and
joyfully communal. Whether
singing along, swaying to the
rhythm, or simply soaking in
the glow, attendees will feel
the warmth of shared light.

During this first-night celebration, Light will guide the
community in a musical journey that intertwines ancient
tradition with modern energy, filling the sanctuary with
song, gratitude, and joy. Her music invites listeners to
experience Judaism as something alive and vibrant —
burning brightly in the present moment.

Following the concert, guests will gather in the
social hall for a light-filled celebration featuring latkes,
sufganiyot, glow art activities, games, and more. The
event welcomes all ages and stages of the Jewish
community.

Temple Emanuel invites everyone to bring family,
friends, and open hearts on Sunday, December 14, at 3
p.m., to Light Up Hanukkah — the first of eight nights
reminding all to seek holiness in every soul, every song,
and every small flame that burns against the dark.

Light Up Hanukkah:
A Night of Music
and lllumination with
Eliana Light

Sunday, December 14
3 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
Temple Emanuel

1129 Jefferson Road,
Greensboro



Chanukah Connections: BETH DAVID SYNAGOGUE Celebrates in New Ways

Beth David Synagogue will be
celebrating December’s Chanukah
festivities at home and away this
holiday season.

Of course, there will be lots of
opportunities for learning, latkes, and
lighting candles at the conservative
congregation’s building. The giant
electric Chanukiah will be ablaze each
night of the holiday.

However, this year, for the first time,
the synagogue will have a table of
treats and treasures, Tuesday, Dec. 2,
at Starmount Country Club’s “Ladies
Sherry Party.”

“We are going to take a unique opportunity to show
people outside this building what we’ve got,” board member
Kathy Kraus said.

Member artisans Elizabeth Pinyan, Jamie Kolb, and Barry
Kaiser will have their Judaic and assorted items for sale. The
Sisterhood’s gift shop plans to display Chanukah items and
hostess gifts.

Volunteers will be baking up a storm in Beth David’s

’.’k

A
bethdc
synagogue
% "
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kosher kitchen and selling challah, rugalach and mandel
brot for the annual holiday shop and reception.

“This is an opportunity for the synagogue to do a little
fundraising outside in the Greensboro community and
provide a chance for non-members to buy gifts for friends
and family,” said Cheryl Kersky, the synagogue’s vice
president in charge of fundraising.

The Sisterhood Gift Shop will also support holiday
shoppers when it has its doors open on Sunday, Dec. 7 for
its annual Chanukah Sale. The shop will be open 10:30 a.m.
- 1:30 p.m.

Beth David families and cold treat lovers will also
celebrate Chanukah with an ice cream road trip, at a site to
be determined.

Back on campus, The Men’s Club will close out the holiday
with a Chanukah Fish Fry, Tuesday, Dec. 16, for synagogue
members.

In another Greensboro community activity, members
of the synagogue will once again wrap presents and put
together bicycles for the Police Department’s Operation
Yuletide.

For more information check the synagogue’s website
bethdavidsynagogue.org or call (336) 294-0007.

O.HENRY HOTE L.

QW HAPPENINGS & NEWS

EMPLOYEE OWNED

« Great News! GVG & PWB Rated Top 100 in USA for Date Nights!

LUCKY 3 2
$ O UTHERN KITCHEN

GREEN VALLEY GRILL

o O.Henry LIVE JAZZ is Back! Every Thursday from 6-9 PM in the Social Lobby. See the guest artist schedule at ohenryhotel.com.
« Retreats for Romantics Book the prepackaged or custom-designed romantic getaway offerings at ohenryhotel.com or proximityhotel.com.
« LIVE MUSIC Wednesdays is Back! AM rOdeO (Jessica Mashburn & Evan Olson) 7 PM. printworksbistro.com.

PRINT-WORK g
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CONNECTING LOCAL SCHOOLS
to Statewide Holocaust Education
and Antisemitism Awareness

As part of Holocaust Education Week, Greensboro
Jewish Federation CEO Glenda Bernhardt and Board
President Jenny Kaiser joined educators from Guilford
County Schools for the Stan Greenspon Holocaust
Education Center’s Regional Day of Learning at Queens
University in Charlotte. :

The day brought together
more than 80 educators and
community leaders from
across North Carolina to
explore ways schools can
thoughtfully confront bias,
foster empathy, and build
inclusive communities.

The program, [dentifying
and Addressing Antisemitism
in Our Schools, offered
strategies for recognizing and
responding to antisemitism
in K-12 and higher education,
while also highlighting the importance of historical
context and ethical leadership in shaping school
cultures. Dr. Rachel Fish, a nationally recognized scholar
and advocate for nuanced Israel and antisemitism
education, challenged participants to think deeply
about responding to antisemitic incidents, encouraging
civil discourse, and ensuring that Jewish identity is
represented accurately and confidently in the classroom.

ForGlendaandJenny,theday wasmorethanalearning
opportunity — it was a chance to connect Greensboro’s
educators with statewide efforts advancing Holocaust
and antisemitism education. Their participation reflects
the Federation’s ongoing commitment to supporting
local schools and empowering teachers with the
tools to foster understanding, empathy, and inclusive
learning environments.

Dr. Rachel Fish with Glenda
Bernhardt and Jenny Kaiser
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Ginny Vellani

Allyson Bell

Sabine Myers

OUR TEAM IS GROWING!
Meet Federation New Staff Members

Ginny Vellani, Director of Financial Resource
Development, joined the Greenshoro Jewish Federation
after more than a decade of leadership in Jewish
campus life. A native North Carolinian, she earned her
undergraduate degree from Agnes Scott College and
her M.A. from Seton Hall University. She previously
spent 13 years working with Hillel — first at Elon
University and then with NC Hillel, where she created
and led NC Hillel Link, an innovative model serving
students across six campuses statewide.

Ginny is an alumna of multiple national leadership
fellowships, including the Shalom Hartman Institute
Edward Fein Fellowship, JTS’s Jewish Experiential
Leadership Institute Southeast, as well as Hillel
International’s Kaplan Supervisory Leadership Program
and Weinberg Accelerate Executive Training Program.
She previously worked as a writing assistant to

Rabbi Dr. Alan Brill and as a facilitator for The Galilee
Foundation for Value Education in Israel.

She and her hushand, George, live in Greenshoro
with their son, Ezra, a kindergartner at B’nai Shalom
Day School.

The Greenshoro Jewish Federation is thrilled to
welcome Allyson Bell as the Campaign and Events
Manager. Allyson brings a wealth of experience in
campaign and event planning for Jewish organizations
and is eager to connect and serve the local Jewish
community. She holds a BS in Business Administration
with a concentration in Marketing from Meredith
(ollege and completed her MBA through their
accelerated program.

Outside of work, Allyson is an avid traveler, having
visited sixteen countries, and is passionate about animal
welfare, volunteering with dog rescue and fostering.

Sabine Myers joins the Federation as a part-time
Graphic Designer, bringing a wealth of creative
experience from both the non-profit and corporate
worlds. Her past work includes designing for
organizations such as the Community Arts Music
Association in Santa Barbara and the Diabetes
Research and Wellness Foundation in Washington,
D.C., as well as working in the textile design industry.
When she’s not creating, Sabine enjoys running her
small boutique, spending time outdoors with her
dog, and volunteering as a Guardian ad Litem.



The Marshall Muse Gallery
is a creative, welcoming,
and inspired space for all

where art, community, and
imagination come together.

Fine Art Gallery

Pottery & Gift Gallery

Il Artist Studios

Art Classes for all Ages
Create & Sips

Yoga & Movement Classes
Custom Framing

Adult Workshops
Coffee, Tea & More

Kids Camps

Kids Creative Nights Out
Private Art Parties

The

First Fridays

Second Saturdays
Third Thursdays
Jazzy Sundays

Art Scavenger Hunts
Creative Self Care Days
Yoga by Candelight
Adult Classroom

Kids Classroom

Sip & See Galley Cafe
My Muse Station

& morel!

MARSHALL
7] MUSE Gallery

Fine Art & Inspired Gatherings

THEMARSHALLMUSEGALLERY.COM

DOWNTOWN

GREENSBORDO
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GREENSBORO JEWISH FEDERATION

5509-C West Friendly Avenue - Guilford Corporate Park
Greensboro, NC 27410-4211

(336) 852-5433 fax (336) 852-4346

ARE YOU ENJOYING
SHALOM GREENSBORO
MAGAZINE?

If you would like to receive Shalom
Greensboro magazine at home,
please donate now by scanning the
code or visit shalomgreensboro.org
=+ to become a member.

The Greensboro Jewish Federation
is proud to invite you to our

Campaign ch/cqé?

Wednesday, January 7, 2026

7 p.m. at Temple Emanuvel
1129 JEFFERSON ROAD, GREENSBORO

You're invited to join us for an inspiring evening celebrating
Federation’s impact at home and across the globe.
From Greensboro to the world... Together, we go Forward.

$36 Per Person / $18 Young Professionals

Featuring
William C. Daroff, CEO of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations,
sharing insights on unity, resilience, and the power of collective impact.

Dessert Reception to follow.

A\

To register, scan the code with your smartphone camera, visit shalomgreensboro.org w
or contact (336) 852-5433 x233 / kgleiser@shalomgreensboro.org

, Greensboro
Thank you to Event Co-Chairs Caren and Larry Appel, and Jewish Federation

Campaign Co-Chairs Brad Semon and Susan Feibelman.
Together, we SOM



