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GuestQuest by Traveler Vacation 
Guide takes you on a guided tour 
to various vacation locations.
We feature information about 
accommodations, attractions 
and activities in many travel and 
vacation destinations. Providing 
you with article coverage on our 
advertisers, their amenities and 
services will assist you in making 
the right decision on choosing 
your accommodations, recreation, 
entertainment and more. Visit 
us at www.GuestQuest.com for 
additional advertiser information and 
links to their web sites. Distributed 
three times a year, Spring, Summer 
and Winter, with separate editions 
to Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, 
Illinois/Indiana, North Carolina, 
Georgia/South Carolina, Tennessee/
Kentucky and Virginia. Serving 
our advertisers and readers since 
1984. For advertising information, 
questions or comments, call 
1-800-644-8460.  P. O. Box 33547, 
Cleveland, OH 44133. The accuracy 
of the information contained in 
these listings is the responsibility 
of each individual advertiser. Every 
effort has been made to offer up-
to-date information. Reproduction 
of editorial or graphic content in any 
manner without written consent of 
the editor is prohibited.

Explore Hardin County, Tennessee
Nestled where Tennessee, 

Alabama, and Mississippi come 
together, Hardin County is a Southern 
gem full of lake days, legendary 
fishing, and rich Civil War history. 
Pickwick Lake spans 43,000 acres 
and attracts serious anglers with 
its reputation for trophy bass and 
catfish. The action centers around 
Pickwick Landing State Park, offering 
a marina, lodge, hiking trails, golf, and 
swimming.

Outdoor lovers can explore 
wooded backroads and creek 
crossings at Outpost Outdoors near 
Counce. In Savannah, the Tennessee 

River Museum brings regional history 
to life, while a self-guided walking 
tour highlights more than 50 historic 
homes.

Just a short drive west, Shiloh 
National Military Park preserves one 
of the most important battlefields 
of the Civil War. Visitors enjoy 
immersive exhibits, ranger programs, 
and scenic trails.

From catfish festivals to Christmas 
carriage rides, Hardin County hosts 
events year-round. Come for the 
views and stay for the hospitality. 
This is Tennessee’s best-kept secret.
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https://beta.guestquest.com/survey/leads?form_id=$2y$10$yrmybBM6Itekd0X4otfa..j7jyzndhm.f0el2PoXnLh8C/VRy8yb6
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Rockabilly Highway Murals Beckon in Tennessee
In the heart of West Tennessee 

lies a stretch of road that’s more 
than just asphalt and white lines; it’s 
a journey through the soul-stirring 
melodies of Rockabilly. Welcome 
to the Rockabilly Highway, where 
every twist and turn tells a story 
and is adorned with vibrant murals 

celebrating the iconic genre.
Stretching from Memphis to 

Nashville, this legendary route takes 
travelers on a nostalgic trip back 
to the birthplace of Rock ‘n’ Roll. 
But what truly sets it apart are the 
captivating Rockabilly Highway 
Murals. Painted by Nashville artist 

Brian Tull to commemorate when US 
Highway 45 South was christened 
as “Rockabilly Highway,” the murals 
pay homage to McNairy County’s 
rockabilly roots and has become an 
inspiration to visitors and locals alike. 
These murals capture the spirit of 
Rockabilly, infusing the highway with 
an irresistible energy.

But the Rockabilly Highway isn’t 
just about admiring art from afar; 

it’s about immersing yourself in the 
culture that gave birth to a revolution. 
Stop by the quaint diners and roadside 
juke joints that dot the landscape, 
where the sound of twanging guitars 
and pulsating rhythms fills the air. 
Engage with locals who share tales 
of bygone days when Rockabilly 
reigned supreme and dance floors 
were never empty.

Whether you’re a die-hard 

Rockabilly fan or simply a traveler 
in search of something authentic, 
the Rockabilly Highway promises 
an unforgettable experience. So, hit 
the road, roll down the windows, 
and let the rhythm of Tennessee’s 
musical heritage guide you on a 
journey through time. After all, 
on the Rockabilly Highway, every 
mile is a melody and every mural a 
masterpiece.  ¤

Welcome to Wayne County, TN
Blessed with numerous natural 

and cultural resources, Wayne 
County, TN proudly maintains its 
essentially rural character. Located at 
the junction of the Western Highland 
Rim and the Tennessee River Valley, it 
is largely forested area with highlands 
separating the Buffalo and Tennessee 
River watersheds and numerous 
other hills and ridges; flat lands are 
largely confined to the river valleys 
and the southern sections. 

The three incorporated towns 
(Clifton, Collinwood and Waynesboro) 
have unique character differences 
distinguishing themselves from 
the others. Fortunately, the Wayne 
County Chamber of Commerce is 
dedicated to promoting all three 
communities and the county as a 
whole. 

For more information about  
our area, please go to  

www.natchezvalley.com ¤

Experience Maury County in Middle Tennessee
As you travel through Middle 

Tennessee, you will discover the 
southern charm of Maury County. 
The area is known for its antebellum 
homes and the ancestral home of our 
eleventh President James K. Polk.

History awaits you. There is so 
much more to experience in Maury 
County. In Columbia’s historic square, 
you will find Pie Sensations, a bakery 
that creates delicious pies that they 
are known for, along with whoopee 
pies, fudge and cookies. Also on 
the square is Puckett’s Grocery 
and Restaurant – famous for its 
southern down-home cooking. Live 
entertainment is offered to make 
your dining experience even more 
enjoyable at eateries like Square 
Market Café and Southern Tre!

Great food and music await 
you. Maury County offers unique 

and interesting shopping such as 
the Duck River Books and Bleu 32 
Vintage Place. The newly launched 
Maury County Antique Trail boasts 
22 shops to find your treasures.

Enjoyable shopping awaits you. 
The city of Mt. Pleasant, home 
of the Mt. Pleasant Grille and the 
growing city of Spring Hill offer many 
opportunities to shop and dine. 
Four beautiful wineries are in close 
proximity and offer wine tastings and 
live music on the weekends.

Whether you are looking for fine 
antiques, an exciting adventure 
kayaking the Duck River, or hitting 
the bike trails of Chickasaw Trace, 
you will find it here.

Adventure awaits you. Come 
Experience Maury! For more 

information on Maury County, visit 
www.ExperienceMaury.com.   ¤

Life by the Water at River Bend Inn
River Bend Inn’s unique riverfront 

location makes the hotel one of the 
few in Pigeon Forge, TN located 
directly on the Little Pigeon River. 
It is the ideal destination to relax 
and enjoy the myriad activities and 
attractions of the Smokies.

River Bend Inn is within walking 
distance of great restaurants, 
shopping and attractions. Also, 
we’re just a short drive from 
whitewater rafting and championship 
golf courses, plus landmarks 
like Dollywood, Dollywood’s 
Splash Country, Dolly Parton’s 
Dixie Stampede, Tanger Outlet  
Center and Great Smoky Mountains 

National Park.
84 cozy guest rooms and four 

suites are equipped with all the 
modern comforts. Enjoy resort-style 
amenities that include a heated 
indoor pool, a riverside picnic area, 
exercise facility and a breakfast 
area. You’ll also find complimentary 
comforts like Wi-Fi, a hot breakfast 
buffet, parking and a tour desk as 
well as a 24-hour front desk to help 
you plan your stay..

On your next visit to Pigeon 
Forge, discover the best value within 
walking distance of downtown at the 
family-friendly River Bend Inn.

http://www.GuestQuest.com
http://visitswtenn.com
http://www.ExperienceMaury.com
http://www.riverbendinnpigeonforge.com
http://www.natchezvalley.com
http://www.natchezvalley.com
http://www.ExperienceMaury.com
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Winter in Galax, Virginia 
Feel the “Aaahhh” for Yourself this Season

There’s a hush that wraps 
around the town this time of year, 
a gentle slowing that makes every 
breath feel sweeter. Tucked away 
cabins are waiting for you to stay 
for a visit, offering slow mornings, 
and thoughtful evenings. You can 

curl up with a warm drink, gaze at 
the mountain peaks beyond your 
window, or simply close your eyes 
and let the stillness sink in. There is 
plenty of space here to laugh, talk, or 
simply exist without distraction. 

Even visits to town still feel 

intimate and soft. The charm of 
Galax quietly reveals itself through 
boutiques lined with handmade 
treasures calling for slow smiles, 
and stories waiting to be discovered. 
Restaurants offer a warmth that 
comes from the people who cook 
with care, who greet you like you 
belong, and who serve meals that 
taste like they were made to feed 
your soul as much as your appetite. 
There’s a certain comfort in being 
here, in being seen, in knowing that 
the small details matter.

Even with all the quiet, Galax has 
just the right touch of energy for a 
winter weekend. You could catch a 
show at the Rex Theater, a historic 
venue where the magic of live music 
makes the mountains hum with life. 
Or join a local art class and let your 
creativity wander while the town 

whispers inspiration from every 
corner. And if you happen to visit on 
the weekend of December 13th, the 
Christmas Festival fills the streets 
with holiday cheer. Enjoy live music, 
visit with Santa, bring the kids to 
make ornaments and visit with farm 
animals, and observe Appalachian 
heritage tradition at its best! Pair it 
with the free High-Country Lights 
Show at Felts Park on display nightly 
from Thanksgiving to New Years, and 
it makes for a celebration that has 
the season feeling brighter and more 
intimate at the same time.

If slowing down is what you 
need, time is slower here, and we 
invite you to slow with it. Evenings 
are made for firelight and quiet 
conversation, for laughing at the little 
things or saying nothing at all. The 
stars come early in the winter sky, 

bright and sharp, stretching over the 
mountains like a promise. There’s no 
rush here, no schedule to follow, just 
you, the person beside you, and the 
gentle heartbeat of a town that has 
been waiting all year for this quiet, 
intimate season.

So, come. Let the cabins wrap 
you in comfort. Let the mountains 
remind you how vast and gentle the 
world can be. Wander the streets, 
peek into the boutiques, enjoy a 
show at the Rex, try your hand at art, 
or soak in the Christmas Festival. Let 
the quiet streets, the smiling faces, 
and the little joys of this town remind 
you what it feels like to breathe 
easy. Galax waits for you with open 
arms, a place where winter slows 
time, softens hearts, and leaves you 
feeling, simply, at home. 

Galax, Virginia
VisitGalax.com ¤

Don’t Just Visit, Experience Lee County! 
There is Something for Everyone

Whether you are looking to catch 
a weekend show at the Lee Theatre, 
sample spirits at Axe Handle Distilling 
or want to enjoy a peaceful weekend 
getaway at one of our quiet rentals, 
Lee County will not disappoint. 

Up your adventure by embarking 
on a week long outdoor adventure 
with the Stone Mountain ATV 
Trail, Wilderness Road State Park, 
Cumberland Gap National Park or 
Rock Bottom Horse Camp. From the 
White Rocks to the Stone Face Rock; 

you will enjoy miles of breath taking 
mountainous landscapes – some of 
the most beautiful in Appalachia.

Almost 70 miles of hiking trails 
provide numerous opportunities 
to explore and discover in the 
Cumberland Gap National Park. The 
park is rich in history, spectacular 
scenery and vistas, geologic 
sandstone formations, magnificent 
underground caverns and abundant 
animal life.

Stone Mountain offers 30 miles of 

trails with stunning overlook vistas. 
Many of the overlooks have rest 
areas and picnic tables for outdoor 
dining with unmatched views. The 
system offers easy to moderate 
climbs with loops, allowing riders 
to branch off and test their skills on 
steep technical challenges.

From fishing to boating, golfing to 
birding, history to horse trails, there 
is something for everyone. So much 
awaits you in Lee County!

Don't Just VISIT, EXPERIENCE Lee 
County! www.ilovelee.org    ¤

Your Virginia Beach Vacation Rental Awaits -  
Siebert Realty 

Sandbridge Beach, located just 20 
minutes south of the Virginia Beach 
boardwalk is a secluded coastal 
retreat often referred to as the “Outer 
Banks of Virginia.”  Sandbridge allows 
guests to experience the serenity of 
staying at their own beach home, 
without the hotel and crowds; yet 
located close to all the major local 
attractions and restaurants.

Whether you’re looking for 
a magnificent multi-level beach 
mansion, an intimate cottage or 
a condo with an impressive list 

of amenities, Siebert Realty can 
accommodate your rental needs. 
The Siebert Realty website provides 
multiple ways to find and book 
your vacation home, along with a 
variety of payment options. Browse 
our hundreds of rentals, search by 
your preferred amenities, explore 
floor plans and photo galleries and 
get excited for your dream beach 
vacation at Sandbridge Beach!

Discover more at  
www.siebert-realty.com. ¤

http://www.GuestQuest.com
http://www.siebert-realty.com
http://VisitGalax.com
http://www.ilovelee.org
http://www.siebert-realty.com
http://VisitGalax.com
http://www.ilovelee.org
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Tropical Manor –  
Lush Oceanfront Paradise in Daytona Beach Shores FL

Picturesque, Affordable and 
FUN! Tropical Manor on the Ocean 
in Daytona Beach Shores, Florida 
- Your New Favorite FLORIDA  
Getaway. Soak it all in - Bright, 
Tropical Colors, Breathtaking  
Ocean Views and Delightfully 
Appointed Guestrooms with True 
Florida Charm.

ENJOY the simple pleasures 
of a beach vacation. Perfect 
Choice for couples or families. 
Located directly on the oceanfront.  
Relax in our spacious heated 
oceanfront pool and kiddie pool. 
Have a fun oceanfront barbecue. Play 
a game of shuffleboard. Stroll along 
the beach.

Choose from spacious Ocean 
View 1,2,3 Bedroom Suites, 
Adorable Garden View Cottages, 
Cute as a Button Efficiency  
Studios and Very Economical Value 

Rooms with 2 Double Beds or 1 King 
Bed.

Stay Here Once and You'll Want 
to Come Back Every Year! Truly 
Satisfying, Always Memorable Beach 
Vacations.

Tropical Manor on the Ocean
2237 S. Atlantic Avenue 

Daytona Beach Shores, FL 32118 
386-252-4920

Reservations:  866-420-9882
www.tropicalmanor.com/guest  ¤

Enjoy your Stay in Hollywood Beach 
Florida at the Manta Ray Inn

The Manta Ray Inn, located in 
Hollywood Beach, is a charming 
oceanfront Boutique Hotel with 
stunning views of the ocean. Choose 
from comfortable one or two-
bedroom suites, all of which offer 
panoramic views of South Florida’s 

best sandy beach with its gentle 
rolling surf.

Amenities include fully equipped 
kitchens, in-room safes, free Wi-
Fi, hair dryer, iron/ironing board, 
flat screen TVs with cable and 
complimentary movies. Relax in the 
heated pool with beach chairs and 
fluffy towels. Daily housekeeping 
service, two gas grills and free 
designated parking area are also 
available.

The Manta Ray Inn is conveniently 
located directly on the beach near 
the boardwalk. It’s between Ft. 
Lauderdale and Miami in South 
Florida - famous for fabulous dining, 
excellent shops and gaming. 

Have a fun and enjoyable stay!
The Manta Ray Inn

Hollywood Beach, FL  33019
954-921-9666 or  
800-255-0595

www.mantarayinn.com   ¤

Midwestern Hoosier Hospitality 
See You In Terre Haute!

Whether you're an outdoor 
enthusiast, a sports fan, a history buff 
or a culture connoisseur, Terre Haute 
promises an unforgettable adventure 
at the heart of the Crossroads of 
America.

Immerse yourself in the natural 
splendor along the picturesque banks 
of the Wabash River or explore parks 
like Deming Park and Fowler Park. 
Lose yourself in the tranquility of the 
Wabashiki Fish and Wildlife Area, a 
haven for birdwatchers and nature 
lovers with miles of walking trails.

Terre Haute's sports legacy shines 
with renowned venues like the LaVern 
Gibson Championship Cross Country 
course and Griffin Bike Park. Catch a 
thrilling game with Terre Haute’s own 
prospect league baseball team, The 
Rex or dive into the city's basketball 
heritage at the recently opened Larry 
Bird Museum.

Downtown Terre Haute has a 
vibrant energy, boasting outdoor 

sculptures, colorful murals, enticing 
eateries and a burgeoning brewery 
district. Dive into the city's rich 
narrative, from historic landmarks 
to legendary figures like John  
Dillinger and Saint Mother Theodore 
Guerin.

Terre Haute plays host to an array 
of festivals and concerts showcasing 
local talent and national acts. 
Whether it's catching live music at 
The Mill or exploring art exhibitions 
at the Swope Art Museum, there's 
always something captivating 
happening in Terre Haute.

Pack your bags and embark on 
an adventure filled with natural 
beauty, sports excitement, historical 
treasures and cultural delights. Come 
discover the warmth of Midwestern 
Hoosier hospitality in Terre Haute. 
We can't wait to See You In Terre 
Haute! 

TerreHaute.com
800-366-3043 ¤

I N D I A N A

f l o r i d a  /  i n d i a n a

http://www.GuestQuest.com
http://www.tropicalmanor.com/guest
http://www.mantarayinn.com
http://TerreHaute.com
http://TerreHaute.com
http://www.mantarayinn.com
http://www.tropicalmanor.com/guest
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Northern Indiana Lakes Country- 
Pokagon State Park and 101 Natural Lakes

With Indiana’s most beautiful 
state park that offers the state’s only 
refrigerated toboggan slide, Steuben 
County is a family-friendly getaway. 
You’ll also find a winery, buffalo 
preserve and outlet shopping in the 
home of 101 lakes.

Outdoor recreation lovers 
enjoy taking a 35 mph ride on the 
refrigerated toboggan at Pokagon 
State Park that’s open weekends 
the day after Thanksgiving through 

the end of February. There also are 
extended weekday hours before and 
after Christmas. The toboggan holds 
up to four people and takes you on a 
thrilling ride down the ¼ mile track. 
It’s refrigerated so it doesn’t need 
snow to go! Pokagon features nine 
hiking trails, an interpretive nature 
center, cross country skiing and 
the beautiful Potawatomi Inn that 
overlooks Lake James. 

Visit www.lakes101.org  ¤

Small-Town Warmth and Unforgettable Experiences
In the summer you’ll find clear 

lakes, lush trails, and fun outdoor 
festivals, but when things get chilly, 
Kosciusko County becomes a winter 
wonderland with seasonal charm and 
activities for all ages! Families won’t 
want to miss ice skating at Winona 
Lake’s Miller Sunset Pavilion and 
warming up by the outdoor fireplace.  

Snow-lovers can bundle up and 
explore cross-country skiing and 
snowshoeing trails on Winona Lake’s 
Heritage Trail or enjoy sledding down 
local hills like Kelly Park in Warsaw. 

If you prefer cozy indoor fun, 
browse the charming boutiques and 
specialty shops in Warsaw and The 
Village at Winona, where twinkling 

lights add a festive glow.  Explore 
hand-crafted options like Whetstone 
Woodenware in Silver Lake or 
Warsaw Cut Glass for the most 
unique holiday gifts for friends and 
family.  Find inspiration in local art at 
Warsaw’s Atelier and Water Lily Art 
Gallery in Syracuse or catch a live 

performance at the Wagon Wheel 
Center for the Arts featuring holiday 
concerts and shows.

For a touch of history, step into 
the Old Jail Museum in downtown 
Warsaw, where fascinating exhibits 
bring the county’s past to life. And 
when the day winds down, savor 

hearty Hoosier comfort food at one of 
the county’s inviting restaurants.

From snowy adventures to 
cozy escapes, Northern Indiana’s 
Kosciusko County offers a welcoming 
winter getaway filled with small-
town warmth and unforgettable 
experiences. ¤

Indiana’s Winter Treasures
Indiana may be best known for its 

warm summer festivals and small-
town charm, but the state shines 
just as brightly during the winter 
months. With snowy landscapes, 
cozy cultural attractions, and outdoor 
adventures, destinations like Terre 
Haute, Kosciusko County, Madison 
County, and Steuben County invite 
visitors to slow down, bundle up, 
and experience Indiana’s colder side 
in style.

Terre Haute: A Cultural Winter 
Retreat

In western Indiana, Terre Haute 
offers a mix of history, art, and 
family-friendly fun. The Swope Art 
Museum showcases American art in 
a charming downtown setting, while 
the Terre Haute Children’s Museum 

is a great option for families seeking 
indoor entertainment during chilly 
days. For outdoor adventure, Griffin 
Bike Park and local trails transform 
into scenic winter landscapes 
perfect for crisp hikes. The city 
also hosts seasonal performances 
and community events, making it 
a lively destination even when the 
temperature drops.

Kosciusko County: Lakeside 
Serenity

In northern Indiana, Kosciusko 
County is home to more than 100 
lakes that take on a serene beauty 
in winter. Ice fishing is a favorite 
pastime, with Lake Wawasee and 
Winona Lake drawing anglers looking 
for a quiet, snowy escape. The 
Village at Winona offers boutique 

shopping and cozy cafés that glow 
with holiday spirit during the colder 
months. Visitors can also enjoy 
cross-country skiing and winter 
hikes in county parks, where snow-
covered woodlands highlight the 
natural beauty of the region.

Madison County: Small-Town 
Charm & Local Flavor

Central Indiana’s Madison County, 
anchored by Anderson, is a wonderful 
stop for winter visitors. The county 
is home to Mounds State Park, 
where ancient earthworks provide a 
unique backdrop for snowy hikes and 
birdwatching. Downtown Anderson 
features local restaurants, breweries, 
and theaters, perfect for warming up 
after time outdoors. Seasonal events 
and winter farmers’ markets highlight 

the area’s agricultural heritage while 
bringing the community together.

Steuben County: A Winter 
Wonderland of Lakes and Parks

Up near the Michigan border, 
Steuben County is a true winter 
playground. With more than 100 
lakes, including the popular Pokagon 
State Park area, the county is well-
known for its toboggan run, cross-
country skiing trails, and ice fishing. 
Families flock to the park for thrilling 
toboggan rides and scenic snowshoe 
treks through forested paths. The 
charming town of Angola provides 
shopping, dining, and cultural 
attractions, making it an ideal base 
for exploring the county’s winter 
offerings.

Together, these destinations 
highlight the variety of winter 
experiences Indiana offers. Terre 
Haute draws travelers with culture 
and museums, Kosciusko County 
dazzles with lakeside charm, 
Madison County combines history 
with community warmth, and 
Steuben County thrills with its 
outdoor adventures.

Whether you’re casting a line 
through the ice, exploring snow-
dusted trails, or savoring a hot 
meal in a small-town café, winter 
in Indiana delivers both adventure 
and relaxation. These counties and 
communities prove that when the 
snow falls, Indiana becomes a state 
worth exploring all over again.

Visit Madison County Indiana –  
Spirit Of The Season

Madison County, Indiana offers 
a variety of activities that capture 
the spirit of the season. For those 
who enjoy outdoor adventures, 
Mounds State Park with its ancient 
earthworks and scenic views, 
provides an ideal setting for winter 
walks and hiking. Often less crowded 
during the colder months, Mounds 
State Park offers a peaceful retreat 
where visitors can enjoy the stillness 
of nature and spot wildlife adapted to 
the winter conditions.

Downtown Anderson features 
an ice-skating rink that is a popular 
spot for families and friends to enjoy 
skating amidst the festive lights and 
decorations. The towns of Pendleton 
and Elwood come alive with local 
charm and seasonal events. 

From live entertainment at Hoosier 
Park Racing & Casino and the Historic 
Paramount Theatre to featured art 
exhibits at the Anderson Museum of 
Art, Madison County is the place to 
visit this winter. 

visitandersonmadisoncounty.com

i n d i a n a

http://www.GuestQuest.com
http://visitkosciuskocounty.org
http://www.lakes101.org
http://visitandersonmadisoncounty.com
http://www.lakes101.org
http://visitandersonmadisoncounty.com
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Lake Shelbyville, Illinois – For Every Season! 

Hike, bike, boat, fish, and more 
– 11,000 water acres, 172 miles 
wooded shoreline, sheltered coves 
and sandy beaches provide the 
perfect destination! 

Four public beaches, trails to hike 
or bike, picnic sites, playgrounds, 
and lakeside golf course provide 
recreational activities. Sportsman 
can enjoy fishing and hunting 
opportunities as well. 

Cabins, motels and vacation 
rentals, five Federal campgrounds, 
two State parks will accommodate 
and make you comfortable for a night 
or more. 

Seven Abraham Lincoln National 
Heritage Area wayside exhibits, 
highlight Abraham Lincoln’s time in 
Shelby County, and learn more in 
nearby Springfield. 

Enjoy the area as you break for a 

snack, drink, meal, or visit historic 
sites, 3 wineries, antique, craft and 
specialty shopping, along with year-
round events and festivals; and 
our restored Historic Chautauqua 
Auditorium listed on the National 
Historic Register. 

Questions or to request  
a stay & play guide:  

www.lakeshelbyville.com or email 
info@lakeshelbyville.com ¤

Visit Effingham – Fill Your Cup
Located in Central Illinois, where 

Interstates 57 and 70 meet, Effingham 
offers the perfect centralized location 
to connect with yourself and the 
people you love. With 17 hotels to 
unwind at, more than 70 restaurants 
to indulge in, and countless things to 
see and do… you’ll be hard-pressed 
to find a reason to leave.

We invite you take the day off – or 
better yet, take the whole weekend 
– and discover what makes this 
Midwestern getaway so irresistible 
to travelers from all walks of life. 
Our community is a haven for those 
looking to ‘fill their cup’ – both in the 
metaphorical sense and the literal. 

However you decide to experience 
Effingham, we encourage you to 
soak up the people, the places and 
the experiences that set us apart. 

For more information, or to view 
our Calendar of Events, visit  

www.visiteffinghamil.com or call 
1-800-772-0750 to request a free 

Visitors Guide.

Galesburg – The Window to the Midwest
Nestled in the heart of Illinois, 

Galesburg is a vibrant city that 
blends history, culture, and natural 
beauty. Whether you're a history buff, 
an outdoor enthusiast, or a fan of 
small-town charm, Galesburg offers 

something for everyone.
Begin your journey at the Carl 

Sandburg State Historic Site, the 
birthplace of the famed poet and 
historian. Explore his childhood 
home, a museum showcasing his 
works, and the serene grounds that 
inspired much of his writing. Next, 
dive into the city's rich railroading 
history at the Galesburg Railroad 
Museum, conveniently located 
next the Galesburg Amtrak Station, 
where you'll find fascinating artifacts, 
vintage train cars, and exhibits 
celebrating the city’s pivotal role in 
America’s railroads.

For a taste of local culture, stroll 
through the Seminary Street Historic 
District, where charming boutiques, 
unique eateries, and historic 

architecture converge. Just a block 
away, catch a show at the beautifully 
restored Orpheum Theatre, a gem 
that hosts performances ranging 
from plays to concerts or visit the 
Galesburg Community Arts Center 
where everyone can connect and 
experience the arts through creation, 
appreciation, performances and 
events.

From its historic landmarks to 
its scenic spots and cultural hubs, 
Galesburg invites visitors to discover 
its unique blend of past and present. 
A visit here is more than a trip—it's 
an experience that lingers long after 
you leave. We invite you to come 
experience Galesburg, the Window 
to the Midwest. 

ExperienceGalesburg.com ¤

Jacksonville, Illinois
Uncover the legends that helped 

define life in Central Illinois as we 
know it today.  In the long history of 
the Jacksonville, Illinois, area, we’ve 
been molded by such trailblazers 
whose ingenuity came to define the 
region.  A town that has everything 
to offer, from the arts to shopping, 
outdoor activities to fine-dining, from 
inspiration to play; Jacksonville has 
it all! A thriving community, rich in 
historical treasures, unparalleled 
educational institutions, growing 
businesses and hospitality all its 
own, Jacksonville meets modern 
demands with a classic lifestyle!

No matter what your idea of a 
good time is, you’ll find that creating 
your own experiences comes as 
easily as discovering those that 
came before.  

Further information is available 
by calling The Jacksonville Area 
Convention & Visitors Bureau at  

217-243-5678 or visit  
jacksonvilleil.org and request your 
visitors’ packet, along with your 

FREE visitor’s discount card.  Also, 
find us on Facebook and Instagram 
for upcoming events and news!  ¤

http://www.GuestQuest.com
http://www.lakeshelbyville.com
http://www.lakeshelbyville.com
http://www.visiteffinghamil.com
http://ExperienceGalesburg.com
http://jacksonvilleil.org
http://www.visiteffinghamil.com
http://ExperienceGalesburg.com
http://jacksonvilleil.org
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Experience, Explore and Enjoy Streetsboro –  
Year-Round! 

Streetsboro offers guests eight 
affordable hotels and more than 50 
restaurants to choose from for their 
dining pleasure. It is a perfect winter 
getaway location, with many of the 
area’s over 60 nearby attractions 
within a short drive, including 
TimberBeast Axe Throwing, Pure 
Passions Farm, Streetsboro Antiques 
Mall, Rooted Oaks Ohio, Aurora 
Farms Premium Outlets, West Main 

St. Winery, the Cuyahoga Valley 
Scenic Railroad and National Park, 
Kent State University Museum, an 
abundance of parks, museums, zoos, 
casinos, halls of fame, numerous 
annual events and much more! 

Streetsboro is the perfect location 
for a memorable winter getaway or 
an overnight stay. We are Northeast 
Ohio’s Best Winter Getaway, start 
planning today and come visit us.  ¤

O H I O

Celebrate the Season!
Drive or stroll throughout 

Zanesville and Muskingum County 
to enjoy the decorated streetlights, 
various store and window front 

decorations, patriotic decorations at 
the Courthouse Park, giant Snowmen 
at the Welcome Center, Park 
National Bank, Quality Care Partners, 

North Valley Bank, City Hall, Allen 
and Baughman Law Office and the 
Community Foundation. Marvel at 
vintage holiday decorations on Main 

Street and hundreds of lights and 
decorations at Zane’s Landing Park. 

Be sure to take advantage of great 
shopping opportunities. Complete 
your evening with the magical lights 
show at the courthouse from 5-9pm, 
Sunday through Thursday and from 

5- 10pm on Friday and Saturday 
nights before heading to a great 
dinner venue. Be sure to check out 
Ohio’s only 26’ foot ornament tree 
located in the green space at John 
McIntire Library. ¤

D E L A W A R E

Rehoboth Beach & Dewey Beach Resort Area of Delaware
Located on the Delaware Shores, 

the Rehoboth Beach & Dewey Beach 
Resort Area is known for its award-
winning boardwalk, awesome hotels, 
specialty stores, amusements, 
beautiful homes, tax-free shopping 
and some of the finest restaurants 
anywhere.

Visitors enjoy exploring 30 miles 
of unspoiled Delaware coastline, and 
many passive park areas. Nature 
based activities include State Parks, 
kayaking, nature cruises, ferry rides, 
walking trails, surfing, skimboarding, 
paddleboarding, sailing or exploring 
the water’s edge. Adding historical 
venues and live performing arts 
will make your stay in the “Nation’s 
Summer Capital” a perfect one.

Neighboring Dewey Beach is just a 

short walk from Rehoboth Beach and 
sits between the Atlantic Ocean and 
Rehoboth Bay. Dewey offers beach 
sports and activities as well as great 
restaurants, majestic sunsets, live 
music, dancing, and nightlife that are 
world famous. During the summer, 
Dewey offers family activities 
including movies and bonfires on 
the beach. The Resort’s Gateway 
(Highway One) offers a “mile of style” 
at the famous Tanger Outlet Center 
and as well as additional restaurants, 
bars, shops, rides, and attractions. 

The Resort Area hosts many 
events for fun-seekers of all ages…
all year round! Spring and fall sidewalk 
sales are held in May and October; 
Restaurant Week Supports the Red, 
White & Blue is held in early June 

and the Scarecrow Trail and Show 
is held in October. If you like fun, 
costumes and parades, the annual 
Sea Witch® Festival held in October 
will appeal to you. More fun events 
include 5K Races, Pet Events, Jazz 
Festivals, Film Festivals and holiday 
tree lightings and happenings.

Once you visit, you will want to 
stay and return often to enjoy our 
beaches, boardwalk, natural beauty 
and hospitality. The Resort Area is 
always fun and always tax-free!

For more information on the 
Resort Area, contact the Rehoboth 
Beach-Dewey Beach Chamber of 
Commerce and Visitors Center 
located at 501 Rehoboth Avenue, 
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware 19971. 

Friendly and knowledgeable staff 

can also be reached at  
302-227-6446 or online at  

www.Beach-Fun.com. Find us on 
Facebook and Instagram!  ¤

http://www.GuestQuest.com
http://streetsborovcb.com
http://www.Beach-Fun.com
http://www.Beach-Fun.com
https://beta.guestquest.com/survey/leads?form_id=$2y$10$yrmybBM6Itekd0X4otfa..j7jyzndhm.f0el2PoXnLh8C/VRy8yb6
http://visitzanesville.com
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Ohio Amish Country Offers The Perfect Getaway
Horses dashing through the snow 

along rolling white hills, crackling 
fireplaces, and small-town charm. 
This may sound like a fabled winter 
wonderland, but it’s exactly what you 
can expect when you travel to Ohio 
Amish Country in Holmes County 
this season. Winter here is a magical 
time, celebrating a local spirit of 
imagination and innocence, offering a 

unique blend of tranquility and festive 
charm. 

Embrace everything the season 
brings – from comfort foods and 
spirits to handmade quilts, hand 
crafted leather goods, heirloom 
quality furniture and unforgettable 
experiences. Whether you need a 
fun-filled escape to shake off cabin 
fever or a tranquil setting to reflect on 

things that matter most, Ohio Amish 
Country offers a refreshing escape. 
Harness the moment and let Ohio 
Amish Country capture your heart 
with its winter's charm and unique 
simplicity. 

Plan your Ohio Amish Country 
getaway at  

https://www.visitamish 
country.com. ¤

Preserving Heritage, Inviting Exploration in Historic Downtown Millersburg
Immerse yourself in the rich history 

of Historic Downtown Millersburg, 
listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. Accredited by Main 
Street America and Heritage Ohio, 
our main street has everything you're 
looking for! From unique artisan shops 

to Ohio's third longest operating 
hotel, we are sure you'll love it here! 
Explore some of Holmes County's 
natural beauty by taking a stroll on 
the Holmes County Trail, Ohio's only 
companion buggy trail. 

Visit our website for more 
information about Millersburg and 
downtown events. 

Historic Downtown Millersburg
www.historicdowntown 

millersburg.com ¤

Prepare for Winter at Lehman’s in Kidron, Ohio!
The aroma of apple pie baking on 

a wood-fired stove, pervading the 
house while snowflakes drift outside 
the window makes winter a cozy 
time. Lehman’s in Kidron is the ideal 
place to prepare for the season.

From baked goods to wood 
burning stoves to outdoor and 
indoor games, Lehman’s provides 
everything needed for a winter of 
simple, family fun. Consistently voted 
the Best Destination in Ohio’s Amish 

Country, Lehman’s welcomes visitors 
from all over the world. Guests can 
shop, tour the Tiny House (it won’t 
take long), and enjoy the three-
dimensional wood carvings by local 
Amish artist Paul Weaver.  ¤

Discover Mohican Country!
Send for our 2025 Adventure 

Guide and you will discover why 
the Mohican area is an amazing 
four-season adventure destination. 
Whether hiking, biking, snowmobiling 
or by horseback, the Mohican trails 
are full of scenic views and year-
round beauty.

Visit downtown historic 
Loudonville during Winterfest and 
stop in the unique specialty shops or 
take a day trip to Amish Country and 
tour an Amish home and farm. Visit 
area museums or take in a movie in 
Loudonville’s historic Ohio Theatre. 
Listen to live entertainment at one of 

our local wineries or breweries.
Whether you choose to stay a 

week or a weekend, Mohican Country 
is home to many family-owned and 
award-winning accommodations. 
From rustic to royal, there are cabins, 
cottages, treehouses, a state park 
lodge and even a castle ready to 
welcome you. For more information 
visit www.DiscoverMohican.com or 
follow us on Facebook or Instagram 
at Discover Mohican.

Mohican Visitors Bureau
419-994-2519

DiscoverMohican.com  ¤

Plan Your Visit to Wayne County, Ohio
Welcome to Wayne County, 

Ohio the Crossroads of Culture & 
Countryside. Explore a delightful 
fusion of rustic beauty and cultural 
allure. Located in Northeast Ohio, 

this region blends picturesque 
landscapes, friendly communities, 
and a rich history dating back to 
the 19th century. Whether you're 
seeking outdoor adventures, 

local flavors, or a taste of history, 
Wayne County warmly welcomes 
you to experience the crossroads 
of culture and countryside at  
www.visitwaynecountyohio.com. ¤

A Winter Visit to Ohio’s Amish Country
Ohio’s Amish Country takes on 

a special charm in winter. As snow 
blankets the countryside, the slower 
pace of life feels even more peaceful. 
Horse-drawn buggies glide along 
quiet roads, while the scent of fresh-
baked bread and pastries drifts from 
family-owned bakeries.

Visitors can explore local markets 

filled with handcrafted quilts, 
furniture, and seasonal treats—
perfect for holiday gifts. Wineries 
and cheese houses offer tastings 
that warm both body and spirit. For 
outdoor enthusiasts, the serene 
winter landscape invites scenic 
drives, photography, and even sleigh 
rides when conditions allow.

Cozy inns and bed-and-breakfasts 
provide the perfect retreat after a day 
of exploring, often with fireplaces and 
hearty home-cooked meals. A winter 
trip to Ohio’s Amish Country offers 
not just a getaway, but a reminder 
of life’s simple joys, where tradition 
and tranquility meet in every snowy 
scene.

http://www.GuestQuest.com
https://www.visitamishcountry.com
http://DiscoverMohican.com
http://www.historicdowntownmillersburg.com
http://lehmans.com
http://www.visitwaynecountyohio.com
https://www.visitamishcountry.com
https://www.visitamishcountry.com
http://www.historicdowntownmillersburg.com
http://www.historicdowntownmillersburg.com
http://www.DiscoverMohican.com
http://DiscoverMohican.com
http://www.visitwaynecountyohio.com
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Experience the Rich History in Miami County
From unique attractions, historic 

downtowns, events, outdoor 
adventure, and more, Miami County 
has something for you. 

Miami County is a story of 
captivating history and early 
innovation. WACO Air Museum 
was once the largest producer of 
Biplanes, come learn their history 
and maybe take a ride in Sunny, the 
resident WACO biplane. 

The Halderman Museum is home 
to the personal collection of Tipp City 
native Gale Halderman, the designer 
of the original Ford Mustang who 

worked for Ford for 40+ years. Visit 
Johnston Farm & Indian Agency to 
learn about early settlers while riding 
on a canal boat pulled by mules on 
a restored section of the Miami Erie 
Canal. 

Browse the Bradford Railroad 
Museum’s collection of artifacts 
and memorabilia and the five-acre 
Miami Valley Veterans Museum with 

exhibits honoring and preserving 
the legacy of our veterans. Finally, 
enjoy a whiskey tasting at Indian 
Creek Distillery and learn their six-
generation distilling history. 

Miami County has so much to 
share with you. 

Plan your next adventure at 
https://www.homegrown 

great.com/.  ¤

Discover Marion:  
A Destination for Every Season

Nestled in the heart of Ohio, 
Marion offers something special 
year-round. Stay in cozy short-
term rentals or established hotels 
for a multi-day getaway. Step into 
history at Heritage Hall, the Harding 
Presidential Sites, or the one-of-a-
kind Wyandot Popcorn Museum. 
Catch a live concert or show at the 
historic Marion Palace Theatre.

Downtown Marion invites you to 
try axe throwing, golf simulation, and 
hometown flavors at local eateries, 
tea rooms, and watering holes. 

Browse locally owned boutiques, 
antique shops, and artisan finds. 
Outdoors, hike Quarry Park, explore 
the 12-mile Tallgrass Trail with birding 
opportunities, or enjoy the public art 
trail, The Cardinal Project, with coffee 
in hand.

Families can explore The Explore-
It-Torium, Max Aiir Indoor Inflatable 
Park, Cooper’s Bowl and Arcade, or 
Bluefusion Family Fun Center.

Marion County is a vibrant 
destination worth discovering in 
every season. ¤

The 20th anniversary of Dickens Victorian Village - 
Ringing in the Holidays in Guernsey County!

Experience the magic of 
the season like never before in 
Cambridge/Guernsey County, Ohio—
where twinkling lights, festive 
spirit and small-town charm come 
together in the most enchanting way.

From November 1, 2025, through 
January 1, 2026, historic downtown 
Cambridge transforms into the 
unforgettable Dickens Victorian 
Village—a holiday spectacle that 
transports you straight into the pages 
of a Charles Dickens novel. Nearly 
100 handcrafted, lifelike scenes line 
the charming 1800s-era streetscape, 
bringing Victorian-era traditions, 
characters and cheer to life.

This year marks the 20th 
anniversary of Dickens Victorian 
Village, and the town is celebrating 
in grand style! Don’t miss a special 
performance by Gerald Dickens, 
great-great-grandson of Charles 
Dickens, as he brings A Christmas 
Carol to life on November 11. Make 
it a full experience with an overnight 
package, including dinner, overnight 
accommodations and a keepsake. 
Space is limited, so book early!

Snap a fun photo in costume, 
shop for treasures at the Dickens 
Welcome Center and cap off 

your visit with the jaw-dropping 
Courthouse Holiday Light Show—
featuring 85,000 synchronized lights 
dancing to festive music.

Named the “Most Unique Holiday 
Destination in the Midwest,” Dickens 
Victorian Village is more than an 
event—it’s a joyful journey through 
time. Enjoy themed teas, carriage 
rides, trolley tours, and family-friendly 
events all season long.

Plan your visit and learn more at 
VisitGuernseyCounty.com—because 
if you miss it… we just might give 

you the Dickens! ¤

http://www.GuestQuest.com
https://www.homegrowngreat.com/
http://visitmarionohio.com
https://www.homegrowngreat.com/
https://www.homegrowngreat.com/
http://VisitGuernseyCounty.com
http://VisitGuernseyCounty.com
https://www.facebook.com/Grandma-Fayes-Grocery-104158501780504
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2026 Rossford Balloon & Fireworks Fest 
 – Celebrate America 250 

Celebrate America 250 at the 
2026 Rossford Balloon & Fireworks 
Fest, July 17–19, 2026! This three-
day festival lights up the skies 
with hot air balloon launches and 
glows, thrilling tethered rides, and 
spectacular pyro-musical fireworks 
at 10 PM Friday and Saturday, 
synchronized to music with dazzling 

aerial and ground displays.
Festival-goers can enjoy live 

music, food trucks and kids’ activity 
zones packed with bounce houses, 
games, face painting and circus 
performers. Local vendors and 
colorful event t-shirts add to the fun.

New for 2026: Heritage Day, 
Sunday, July 19 – Celebrate 

Rossford’s Eastern European 
traditions with polka music, a pierogi-
eating contest, authentic foods and a 
100 Years of Cars Show. The evening 
concludes with a patriotic drone 
show and serves as a rain date for 
balloons and fireworks.

Admission is free. Details at 
RossfordBFF.com.  ¤

Discover Winter Magic in Summit County, Ohio! 
Your Perfect Winter Destination

Just a short drive away, the 
Greater Akron area is your perfect 
winter escape filled with holiday 
cheer, snowy adventures and cultural 
escapes. Stroll the dazzling Deck the 
Hall at Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens, 
explore the glowing Wild Lights at 
the Akron Zoo or step back in time 
with Holiday Lantern Tours at Hale 
Farm & Village. Families will love the 
North Pole Adventure aboard the 
Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad, a 
festive ride with music, storytelling 

and Santa himself.
Outdoor fun abounds with 

ice skating and snow tubing at 
WinterBlast at Lock 3, plus skiing 
and snowboarding at Boston 
Mills Brandywine. Indoors, enjoy 
performances at the historic Akron 
Civic Theatre, art at the Akron Art 
Museum, aviation history at MAPS 
Air Museum and engaging exhibits at 
the Akron History Center.

Warm up along The Drip Drive 
coffee trail, sip local brews on 

the Summit Brew Path, shop the 
Treasure Trail and treat yourself on 
the new Summit Sweet Stroll.

Whether you’re celebrating the 
holidays, hitting the slopes or simply 
looking for cozy escapes, Summit 
County is your perfect winter 
destination.

Plan your getaway today at 
visitakron-summit.org and check 
out our Visitors Guide. This season, 
Savor the Scenic in Summit! 

visitakron-summit.org ¤

K E N T U C K Y

Pikeville, Kentucky – “The City that Moves Mountains
Pikeville, known as “The City 

that Moves Mountains,” lies in Pike 
County, Kentucky. An All American 
City and twice-named one of “The 

100 Best Small Towns in America”—
home to exciting outdoor adventures, 
award-winning food, lively 
entertainment and street festivals, 
and unique shopping venues, the City 
of Pikeville has a little something for 
everyone. 

Don’t miss a chance to take in 
the awe-inspiring beauty of the 
Appalachian Mountains! With kayak 
experiences, river and horse trails, 

and incredible hiking opportunities—
as well as a new, easy access 
overlook—the splendor of the 
mountains can be experienced here 
better than ever before. Take a 
moment to push pause on the hustle 
and bustle of everyday living. Breathe 
in that sweet Appalachian breeze, 
and just like Pikeville’s earliest 
settlers long ago, let the mountains 
move you. The renowned Pikeville 

Cut-Through Project, hailed as the 
“eighth wonder of the world” by the 
New York Times, is a must-see for 
visitors. Bob Amos Park offers the 
Overlook Events Center, boasting 
stunning views of the project, 
alongside amenities like hiking trails, 
sports fields and picnic areas. 

Explore more at  
visitpikeville.com.  ¤

Horses, History, Hospitality…and so Much More  
in Paris - Bourbon County, Kentucky

Nestled in the heart of Kentucky’s 
famous Bluegrass region, Bourbon 
County was one of nine counties that 

made up the Commonwealth when 
it became a state in 1792. Its very 
name evokes visions of thoroughbred 
horses grazing in lush green pastures 
bordered by age-old stone fences 
and beautiful rolling countryside. In 
fact, more than 50 horse farms are in 
the county, including world-famous 
Claiborne Farm, where Secretariat 
stood at stud for many years and 
was laid to rest. 

However, we are not just a one-
trick pony. Our region offers a variety 
of historic sites and attractions 
that all visitors will enjoy. From 
delicious dining and charming shops 
in downtown Paris to our origin of 
bourbon stories, we have a lot to 
show and tell. 

Welcome to Paris and Bourbon 
County, Kentucky! ¤

http://www.GuestQuest.com
http://RossfordBFF.com
http://RossfordBFF.com
http://visitakron-summit.org
http://visitakron-summit.org
http://visitakron-summit.org
http://visitpikeville.com
http://visitpikeville.com
http://www.pariskytourism.com
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Paintsville, Kentucky, a Hidden Gem in the Foothills of the Appalachians 
Whether you’re planning a trip to 

Paintsville or just exploring the area, 
our community offers something 
different for seekers of adventure and 
lovers of mountain culture. 

The coal mining town of Butcher 
Holler (or Butcher Hollow), Kentucky, 
is the birthplace of country music 
legend Loretta Lynn, one of the 
greatest voices in the history of 
country music.

U.S. 23 has a long and storied 
history of music and storytelling, 

and it has produced more hit country 
artists per capita than any other 
region. Visit the US 23 Country Music 
Highway Museum to learn more.

The Mountain HomePlace is an 
1850’s working farm situated on 27 
acres of land. It offers visitors the 
opportunity to explore and experience 
a unique slice of history.

Paintsville Lake State Park 
in eastern Kentucky is an ideal 
destination for outdoor recreation. 
With its steep cliffs, wooded coves, 

and 1,140 acres of lake, it is perfect 
for boating, skiing, and fishing.

The Forest and Maxine Preston 
Memorial pedestrian bridge is an 
impressive 420 feet long and is 
listed in the Guinness Book of World 
Records.

From our rich history to the 
stunning natural beauty around 
us, Paintsville is an unforgettable 
destination. Experience it for yourself 
and Visit Paintsville! 

www.paintsvilletourism.com  ¤

Grant County, Kentucky – Home of the Ark Encounter
Are you ready for good times 

of epic proportions? Grant County, 
Kentucky will not disappoint. Located 
conveniently between Lexington, 
Kentucky and Cincinnati, Ohio on 
I-75 in the rolling hills of Northern 
Kentucky’s southernmost county. 
You’ll find lakes and trails for fishing 
and hiking, historical sites, family fun 
and of course, the Ark Encounter.

The largest lake in Northern 
Kentucky, Williamstown Lake is a 
public, 330-acre recreational lake 
and water reservoir. It is perfect for 
fishing, tubing, boating, water skiing, 
and jet-skiing. And with over 450 

homes and rentals nestled into the 
almost 20 miles of tree-lined shores 
surrounding Williamstown Lake, you 
can launch a canoe, kayak or stand-
up paddleboard right from your front 
yard.

Travel back to the early 19th 
century with a visit to the William 
Arnold Log Cabin, showcasing pioneer 
era furniture, early photographs, and 
artifacts. Stop at Sherman Tavern, 
one of the last stagecoach stops 
left standing in Kentucky. Or visit 
Rice Chapel, moved to Grant County 
Park for preservation. The park also 
features an 18-hole disc golf course. 
And enjoy our other parks with their 
nature trails, tennis and basketball 

courts and picnic shelters.
With its full-size Noah’s Ark 

spanning 510 feet long, 85 feet 
wide, and 51 feet high, the Ark 
Encounter is a modern engineering 
marvel, amazing visitors young and 
old. There’s so much to do at the 
Ark Encounter. Explore the family 
playground, take a zip line tour, spot 
some exotic animals at Ararat Ridge 
Zoo, and much more!

Plan to visit Grant County for 
heaping helpings of hospitality and 
bigger than life fun. 

Visit us at www.visitgrantky.com 
or call 800-382-7117 and let us help 
make your visit a good time of epic 

proportions!  ¤

Enjoy the Bullitt County Wine, Whiskey & Ale Trail
Take the time to enjoy the unique 

experience of Bullitt County’s four 
award-winning wineries, where you 
can truly taste the dedication and 
passion our wine makers have for 
their craft. 

Our county is also home to the 
James B. Beam American Outpost 
and Four Roses Warehouse & 
Bottling. Come see how corn, rye 
and barley, combined with our area’s 
natural limestone-filtered water, 
come together to create some of the 

best whiskey in the world.
Bullitt County’s new Gallant Fox 

Brewing Company features the best 
in craft beer. Be sure to try their 
wide array of offerings, including the 
Golden Bullitt Lager.

Visit all seven locations on the 
Wine, Whiskey & Ale Trail and receive 
a free, uniquely designed souvenir 
glass!

Lift Your Spirits by starting your 
journey – call 502-543-8656 or find 

us at www.travelbullitt.org ¤

http://www.GuestQuest.com
http://www.visitgrantky.com
http://www.travelbullitt.org
http://www.paintsvilletourism.com
http://www.paintsvilletourism.com
http://www.visitgrantky.com
http://www.travelbullitt.org
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Military Heritage, Natural Beauty and Southern Hospitality  
in Radcliff/Fort Knox, Kentucky 

Nestled in the heart of the 
Bluegrass State, Radcliff and its 
neighboring Fort Knox offer visitors 
a unique blend of history, culture 
and natural beauty. From the rich 
military heritage of Fort Knox to the 
welcoming spirit of Radcliff, there’s 
something for everyone to discover 
in this captivating region of Kentucky. 

Fort Knox is home to the 
United States Bullion Depository 
(Gold Vault), famously depicted 
in countless movies. While the 
Depository is not open to the public, 
just down the road, the General 
George Patton Museum provides a 
fascinating glimpse into the life of 
General George S. Patton Jr. 

For those craving a taste of 
adventure, nearby Radcliff has 
plenty of opportunities for outdoor 
recreation. Explore the miles of 
scenic trails at Saunders Springs 
Nature Preserve, where a cascading 
waterfall creates a picturesque 
backdrop for hiking or birdwatching. 

Additionally, Radcliff City Park North 
is an ideal spot to unwind and enjoy 
the beauty of nature. 

The Radcliff/Fort Knox Community 
also offers the Kentucky September 
11th Memorial, Hardin County 
Schools Performing Arts Center, 
Kentucky Museum of American 
Pocketknives and the World’s Largest 

Pocketknife, Tioga Falls Hiking Trail, 
Bridges to the Past Walking Trail and 
Boundary Oak Distillery. 

It’s a perfect weekend getaway 
destination and best of all our 
attractions are FREE! 

To plan your trip, go to 
radclifftourism.org or  

call (800) 334-7540. ¤

P E N N S Y L V A N I A
It’s Time to Explore Clearfield County

As the seasons change, Clearfield 
County transforms into a destination 
full of vibrant fall colors and winter 
adventure. Nestled in the heart of 
Pennsylvania, this scenic county 
offers experiences that bring visitors 
closer to nature, culture, and small-
town charm.

In autumn, Clearfield County’s 
forests burst into brilliant shades of 
red, orange, and gold—perfect for 
hiking, fishing, or simply taking in the 
view along one of the many trails and 
waterways. Fall is also the best time 

to see Pennsylvania’s famous wild 
elk herd, roaming freely through the 
rolling hills of the Pennsylvania Wilds.

When the snow falls, adventure 
doesn’t slow down—it shifts 
gears. With miles of groomed trails, 
Clearfield County is a snowmobiling 
paradise. Families and thrill-seekers 
alike can enjoy crisp winter air, scenic 
rides, and cozy retreats to warm up 
afterward.

Plan your next getaway at 
VisitClearfieldCounty.org. ¤

Experience Elk in a Natural Setting  
in Pennsylvania’s Elk Country

The Elk Country Visitor Center is 
a premier wildlife and elk viewing 
center in the heart of Pennsylvania’s 
Elk Country, Benezette. 

Interactive exhibits, 4D story 
theater, short walking trails and 
viewing areas overlooking wildlife 
habitat. Our unique gift shop features 
only made in the USA products, many 

of which are made by local artisans 
and product makers. 

Nature trails and outdoor 
recreation opportunities are located 
nearby. A variety of lodging is nearby 
to allow you to spend the weekend 
or a few days enjoying all that 
Elk Country has to offer. We also 
feature educational programs for 

groups of all ages and the public. 
Pennsylvania’s elk are free roaming 
and can be viewed all year long. Plan 
your getaway now.

Elk Country Visitor Center
134 Homestead Drive
Benezette, PA  15821

814-787-5167
www.ElkCountry 

VisitorCenter.com  ¤
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Visit the Historic Covered Bridges
Of the nearly 14,000 authentic 

wooden covered bridges that once 
existed in the United States, less than 
900 remain. Pennsylvania contains 
the most, with approximately 200 
bridges still in existence. Located in 
northcentral Pennsylvania, Columbia 
& Montour Counties are home to 
the towns of Benton, Berwick, 
Bloomsburg, and Danville – not 
to mention 25 of the state’s total 

covered bridges.
No two covered bridges are 

alike. Picturesque and historic, they 
recall a time when life was simpler. 
On a yearly basis, visitors from all 
over the world come to admire the 
antique craftsmanship of the bridges 
and relax in the quiet countryside. 
Symbols of small-town America, 
these covered bridges coax travelers 
off the beaten path to explore little 

streams and forgotten dirt roads. 
We’d like to invite you to embark 
upon your own journey through 
the beautiful PA countryside and 
experience these iconic bridges 
in person. Come discover these 
covered treasures! 

For more information, please visit 
iTourColumbiaMontour.com or call 

800-847-4810.  ¤

Mountains to Main Street in Luzerne County
From the fiery foliage of autumn 

to snow-covered trails in winter, 
Luzerne County is built for adventure. 
Hike the famous Falls Trail at Ricketts 
Glen State Park, where more than 
20 waterfalls cascade through old-
growth forest, or explore the ancient 
rock shelters at Frances Slocum State 
Park, a peaceful escape for hiking 
and wildlife viewing. When winter 

arrives, those same landscapes 
transform into playgrounds for skiing, 
snowshoeing, and climbs on frozen 
waterfalls.

After the mountains, Main Street 
comes alive. Catch concerts and 
family shows at Mohegan Arena, 
national tours at the F.M. Kirby 
Center, or cheer on the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton Penguins. Between 

events, try your luck at Mohegan 
Pennsylvania, sip local craft brews, 
or enjoy world-class dining in vibrant 
downtowns.

From mountain trails to marquee 
performances, Luzerne County is the 
perfect getaway in every season. 

Start planning your visit at 
VisitLuzerneCounty.com or  

call 888.905.2782. ¤

It’s a Wonderful Life in Indiana County, Pennsylvania! 
Experience the timeless charm 

of Jimmy Stewart’s hometown—
Indiana, Pennsylvania—where the 
holiday season feels like stepping 
into Bedford Falls. The annual It’s a 
Wonderful Life Festival begins with 
a festive tree lighting and holiday 
parade on Friday, November 21, 
and continues every Saturday from 
November 22 through December 20. 

Each Saturday offers family-friendly 
traditions, including marshmallow 
roasting, visits with Santa, delicious 
soups, hot chocolate, vintage light 
displays, festive storefront windows, 
and a unique holiday theme of events. 

Visitors can also explore The 
Jimmy Stewart Museum, which 
offers holiday matinees, special 
exhibits, and a gift shop. After the 

holidays, stay in Indiana County, PA 
when you visit our famous neighbor, 
Punxsutawney Phil for Groundhog 
Day!

Once you visit “The Christmas Tree 
Capital of the World™”, you’ll soon 
know why we say, It’s a Wonderful 
Life in Indiana County, PA!

For details, visit our website  
www.VisitIndianaCountyPA.org!

Destination Franklin, Pennsylvania – Always Eventful!
Franklin’s Light Up Night, Saturday, 

November 22nd, provides a magical 
evening of fun and entertainment. 
This year’s theme is “Christmas in 
Toyland.” Explore Franklin’s charming 
downtown shops from 10:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. to find perfect one-of-a-
kind gifts. Restaurants will be serving 

their best fare, along with local wines 
and micro-brews. Enjoy beautifully 
decorated trees at the landmark 
Barrow-Civic Theatre. The Electric 
Lights Parade begins at 6:00 p.m., 
followed by amazing Pyrotecnico 
fireworks set to the sounds of 
Christmas! Feel the wonder during 

the lighting of the tree, the pinnacle 
of Franklin’s annual Light Up Night 
event. Be sure to visit with Santa and 
experience the spirit of Christmas in 
Downtown Franklin!

Save the date for Franklin On Ice: 
Saturday, February 7, 2026. 

Admission to Franklin’s winter 
events is always free, while food, 
beverages and shopping are pay-as-
you-go. 

Find us on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/

FranklinPAEvents.  ¤

Visit Lawrence County, Pennsylvania
Experience the many trails of 

Lawrence County from authentic 
Amish experiences to wine and 
brew trails to blue and greenways 
and much more. Follow these  
ready-made trails or create  
your own adventure with friends and 
family.

Explore the six waterfalls 
located in Lawrence County, four 
of them being within the beautiful  
McConnells Mill State Park. Hike 
on the North Country National 
Scenic Trail which was recently  
designated a National Park. 
Go underground in abandoned 
limestone mines, trout fish on the  
Neshannock Creek, golf on award 
winning courses and experience 
paranormal tours at Haunted Hill 
View Manor. 

Plan your next adventure and 
start building your “suitcase” at 
VisitLawrenceCounty.com.  ¤
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Visit Crawford Because Everyone Needs A Getaway! 
Your Next Getaway is Just a Drive Away

Look no further than Crawford 
County for a vacation making every 
dollar count. Pymatuning State Park 
was voted Top Ten in the Nation for 
Best Family Fishing Vacation in the 
Nation and is PA’s largest man-made 
reservoir. Covering 17,088 acres with 
lake front cabins and camp sites, a 
large sandy beach, paved biking and 

hiking trails. At the “Spillway,” huge 
carp gather for tourists to toss bread 
and is known as the place where 
Ducks walk on Fish!

From train rides and paddle boats, 
outdoor activities and museums, 
to theatres with live performances, 
lake front dining with entertainment, 
Crawford County is your one stop 

shop. Even the Golf courses are for 
the amateur to the experienced 
while bringing a great bang to your 
buck! Your next getaway is just a 
drive away. 

View our digital  
Visitors Guide and check  
out upcoming events on  

www.visitcrawford.org  ¤

p e n n s y l v a n i a  /  m a r y l a n d

Visit Queen Anne’s County, Maryland – Where Shore Memories Begin 
Located on the eastern shore 

of Maryland, our landscape is 
characterized by picturesque 
waters, small towns, and open 
spaces. Friendly and welcoming, it’s 
a fun-loving boater’s paradise with 
waterfront restaurants, live music, 
and recreation trails.

Fresh seafood is a must while 
visiting! Revel in live music on the 

waterfront while soaking up the 
landscape and our Chesapeake 
Bay sunsets at one of our  
many waterfront restaurants or dock 
bars!

Our parks and trails – both land 
and water – allow easy access 
to explore our natural areas. Each 
season brings unique changes to our 
wildlife and landscape.

The popular Cross Island Trail and 
South Island Trail are about 7 miles 
each and are flat and friendly for all 
levels of hikers and cyclists offering 
exceptional views. Some of the 
highlights include Ferry Point Park and 
Terrapin Nature Park.

Explore Queen Anne’s County 
from the water by booking a boat trip 
for a sightseeing cruise or a hunting 

or fishing charter.
Tour our craft beverage makers – 

we have wineries, breweries and a 
distillery to visit.

Did you know that Kent Island in 
Queen Anne’s County was the site 
of the first settlement in Maryland? 
One of the three oldest European 
settlements in the United States? 
Visit our historic sites to learn more 

about local history and Eastern Shore 
way of life.

Always check the local events 
calendar while visiting! Download 
the Visit Queen Anne’s County app 
for tours.

Start planning your trip and  
grab a copy of our Visitors Guide  

at visitqueenannes.com/ 
visitors-guide.  

M A R Y L A N D
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Oceanfront Relaxation in  
Ocean City, Maryland 

Located in Ocean City, MD, 
OCMDhotels.com offers seventeen 
unique oceanfront getaways where 
incredible views and amenities 
await you. Vacations are about 
spending memorable time at a great 
destination and Ocean City, MD is a 
great place to connect!

Choose from beautiful and 
spacious all-suites with separate 
bedrooms, Jacuzzi tubs and galley 
kitchens, oversized efficiency units 
with fully equipped kitchenettes or 
comfortable guest rooms...most with 
private balconies or terraces. Hotel 
amenities include complimentary 
WiFi, oceanside outdoor pools, 
large outdoor activity pools with 
waterslides and lazy rivers, indoor 
heated pools, children’s play areas, 

saunas, hot tubs, fitness centers, 
game rooms, restaurants, pool bars 
and so much more!

Ten miles of warm, sandy beaches 
and the pristine sparkling waters of 
the blue Atlantic Ocean are waiting 
for you to experience. Ocean City 
beaches are among the cleanest in 
the nation, come experience them 
for yourself! Seventeen oceanfront 
getaways provide locations, 
amenities and rates to fit any travel 
plan.

For further information about 
which location is best for your 

needs, or to make reservations, 
please call us toll-free at  

800-638-2106 or visit us at 
OCMDhotels.com/deals.  ¤

Winter Magic in MD: Coastal Calm, Small-Town Charm, and Chesapeake Beauty
When the leaves have fallen and 

the beaches have quieted, Maryland 
transforms into something both 
serene and spectacular. Winter 
reveals a side of the Old Line State 
that’s intimate and unexpectedly 
warm—filled with cozy waterfront 
escapes, scenic drives, and 
welcoming local traditions that make 
the season shine. From the Atlantic 
coastline of Ocean City to the tranquil 
inlets of Queen Anne’s County, this is 
a time to slow down and rediscover 

Maryland’s coastal and countryside 
treasures.

Ocean City: A Peaceful Shoreline 
in Motion

In summer, Ocean City pulses 
with energy. But in winter, the 
famous 10-mile beach takes on 
an entirely different rhythm—
peaceful, reflective, and refreshingly 
crowd-free. Visitors who love the 
ocean’s power and beauty find 
that cold-weather strolls along 
the surf, bundled in scarves and 
smiles, offer an unmatched sense 

of calm. Sunrises spill shades of 
gold and pink over the Atlantic, and 
the boardwalk—lined with shops, 
eateries, and arcades—feels like a 
private walkway by the sea.

Winter also brings special events 
that keep the coastal spirit alive. 
November kicks off with Winterfest 
of Lights, one of Maryland’s most 
dazzling holiday displays, where 
Northside Park glows with millions 
of twinkling bulbs, animated scenes, 
and a scenic tram ride through a 
wonderland of color. Hot chocolate 

in hand, visitors take in illuminated 
tunnels, reindeer, and the iconic 
Christmas tree reflecting off the bay.

Ocean City’s dining scene remains 
lively, too. Local favorites such as 
The Hobbit, Hooked, and Sunset 
Grille stay open year-round, offering 
ocean views, firelit patios, and 
seasonal seafood—think creamy 
crab soups, freshly shucked oysters, 
and Maryland-style rockfish. Many 
hotels offer off-season rates, making 
luxury oceanfront stays surprisingly 
affordable. And for anglers, the 
fishing never stops—winter surf 
casting and charter trips often yield 
striped bass (locally called “rockfish”) 
for those willing to brave the brisk 
bay air.

Queen Anne’s County: 
Chesapeake Tranquility and Winter 
Warmth

Across the Chesapeake Bay 
Bridge, Queen Anne’s County greets 
travelers with a slower pace and 
timeless maritime character. The 
county’s scenic byways wind past 
marinas, farmlands, and nature 
preserves that feel almost painted 
in winter’s soft palette. The views 
from Kent Narrows—where boats 
rest in neat rows and waterfowl drift 
across the calm surface—are as 
picturesque as any holiday postcard.

Winter here invites you to savor 
small-town Maryland at its best. 
Centerville, the county seat, charms 
visitors with colonial-era buildings, 
boutiques, and coffee shops perfect 
for warming up after a crisp morning 
walk. Nearby, Stevensville on 
Kent Island offers art galleries and 
waterfront restaurants that remain 

cozy gathering spots long after 
summer crowds have gone. The 
Kent Island Narrows Waterfront is 
especially inviting on cool evenings, 
where twinkling lights reflect off the 
water and the scent of crab bisque 
drifts from local kitchens.

For nature lovers, Queen Anne’s 
County is a haven. Birdwatchers 
flock to Terrapin Nature Park, a 276-
acre preserve with a boardwalk trail 
overlooking the Chesapeake Bay and 
the Bay Bridge beyond. In winter, 
it’s a sanctuary for migratory ducks, 
geese, and bald eagles. Nearby 
Chesapeake Bay Environmental 
Center in Grasonville offers guided 
walks and kayaking (weather 
permitting), giving visitors a chance 
to experience the bay’s winter 
ecosystems up close.

A State of Subtle Wonders
Winter may not be Maryland’s 

busiest season, but that’s exactly its 
charm. The pace slows, the scenery 
softens, and every small-town light 
feels more personal. Whether you’re 
watching the sunrise over Ocean 
City’s quiet beach, spotting a heron at 
Terrapin Park, or sharing oysters and 
stories at a Kent Narrows pub, you’ll 
discover that Maryland in winter is 
about connection—between land 
and sea, locals and visitors, and the 
simple joys of slowing down.

From the Atlantic’s salty air to 
the still waters of the Chesapeake, 
the season paints Maryland in hues 
of peace and reflection. For those 
willing to wander a little further when 
the temperatures drop, the reward is 
a quieter, cozier, and deeply beautiful 
Maryland waiting to be explored.

http://www.GuestQuest.com
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Savor the Seasons in Upcountry South Carolina!
Blooming Dogwood Trees and 

Azaleas signal that Spring has 
officially arrived in South Carolina’s 
Upcountry. In Summer, explore the 
numerous lakes, rivers, forests, and 
parks. Fall brings a display of brilliant 
foliage as you travel along the 
Cherokee Foothills National Scenic 
Byway. In the Winter months, relax 
in a cozy mountain cabin and a hike 
to discover spectacular views of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains. 

Further exploration of the 
Upcountry will allow you to learn 
about the rich history of the area. 
From the Native American Cherokee 
to the battlegrounds where American 
forces defeated the British during the 
American Revolution, to stone and 
covered bridges that will take you 
back a few centuries, traversing 
the backroads of the Upcountry will 
allow you to connect to the historic, 

cultural, and natural sites and points 
of interest in the area.

Be sure to allow time to explore 
the many waterfalls in the Upcountry, 
some of which can be easily 
reached, while others may require 
a bit of effort. For a more relaxing 
experience, take a boat ride on one 
of the freshwater mountain lakes or 
pack a picnic and spend the day in a 
state park.

Take the opportunity to stroll 
through the small towns throughout 
the Upcountry. Don’t forget to 
bring a flashlight when visiting the 
Stumphouse Tunnel, an unfinished 
railroad project carved through the 
granite mountain for about one-
quarter of a mile before abruptly 
ending. For the thrill-seekers in your 
group, book a driving experience 
at the BMW Performance Center in 
Greer.

A few more ideas for you: Tee 
off at one of over thirty manicured 
golf courses found here. Take an 
exhilarating whitewater rafting trip 
on the National Wild & Scenic River. 

Whatever you like to do when 
taking a break from the everyday 
grind, the Upcountry probably has 
something for your taste!

Upcountry South Carolina
864-233-2690

www.upcountrysc.com  ¤

Thomas Beach Vacations Offers Spacious  
Myrtle Beach Vacation Rentals in SC

When is the last time you took a 
real family beach vacation—the kind 
that results in sunburned noses, ice 
cream in the middle of the day, and 
evenings watching fireworks over the 
sea? 

Thomas Beach Vacations of North 
Myrtle Beach, S.C., will exceed your 
expectations in service and quality 
accommodations. We have a large 
selection of properties—oceanfront 
homes, villas, and condominiums.

Select from one to eight bedrooms 

with amenities such as private pools, 
lazy rivers, spas, workout rooms, 
game and theater rooms, hot tubs, 
and grills. We even have dog-friendly 
rentals.

The toughest part will be deciding 
where to stay—waterway or marsh 
view, golf course villa, or oceanfront 
and steps from that beautiful sand 
and Atlantic Ocean. 

Be sure to book your next 
vacation now with Thomas Beach 

Vacations at NMBVacations.com.  ¤

South Carolina Lowcountry
Plan your next vacation to 

the Palmetto State’s beautiful 
Lowcountry region. The Lowcountry 
offers a wide variety of activities and 
culinary delights, as well as a taste 
of the rich history and Culture of the 
South.

Our Lowcountry Region is South of 
Charleston… North of Savannah… 
Just Near Heaven. We invite you to 
explore our cultural heritage and sea 
island lifestyle. Warmed by Southern 
breezes and shaded by live oaks and 
stately palms, this area offers miles 
of pristine white-sand beaches, 
championship golf and hundreds of 
shops and restaurants. Activities 

include eco-tours featuring dolphin 
watching, canoeing and kayaking, 
fresh and saltwater fishing, as well as 
theatres, museums and art galleries, 
African-American Gullah, garden 
tours, bird watching in pristine 
habitats and many custom-designed 
programs.

Year-round festivals and special 
events celebrate music, the arts, 
local cuisine, wine, antiques, 
automobiles, shrimp, watermelons, 
rice, African-American cultural 
heritage and championship golf – fun 
for everyone.

The Lowcountry region offers first-
class hotels and resorts, smaller inns 

and hotels, fully-equipped villas and 
campgrounds. Wherever you choose 
to stay, you are sure to receive a 
level of service and amenities that 
will ensure an enjoyable stay for 
your vacation experience. Come, 
experience all we have to offer and 
you will soon see why we love to 
call the South Carolina Lowcountry 
home!

Thank you for your interest in 
discovering and exploring the region 
and do take time to visit the Frampton 
Plantation Visitors Center located 
at Exit 33, just off South Carolina’s 
Interstate 95. ¤
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South Carolina's Hammock Coast®
Have you discovered South 

Carolina’s Hammock Coast? It's one 
of the oldest vacation destinations 
in America and includes the beach 
communities of Pawleys Island, 
Litchfield Beach, Murrells Inlet, 
DeBordieu Colony and southern 
Garden City.

On the Hammock Coast are 
spacious, pristine beaches and salt 
marshes, offering chances to soak 
up the sun, spirit away on a kayak 
ormeven catch fish and blue crabs for 
dinner. Perfectly situated between 
Charleston and Myrtle Beach, the 
Hammock Coast is serviced by two 
major airports.

Pawleys Island has just been 
named — for the second year in a 
row, no less – as "South Carolina's 
Best Beach" by USA Today/10 
Best. (Litchfield Beach came in at 

No. 3, and Huntington Beach State 
Park ranked 4th. So award-winning 
beaches are a thing on the Hammock 
Coast!)

As the birthplace of the rope 
hammock, relaxation has a long 
history here - and gave inspiration 
to the region’s moniker as the 
“Hammock Coast.”

Litchfield Beach, just north 
of Pawleys, earned TripAdvisor's 
designation as one of the Top 10 
beaches in America! Murrells Inlet, 
known as the “Seafood Capital of 
South Carolina,” was originally a 
fishing village on a protected inlet. 
The southern portion of Garden 
City overlooks Murrells Inlet 
and the Atlantic Ocean, offering 
stunning views in every direction. 
And DeBordieu Colony offers a 
spectacular beach near historic 

Georgetown, where history comes 
alive at five museums.

Between the business districts 
of Murrells Inlet and Litchfield are 
two of the Hammock Coast’s most 
famous attractions –Brookgreen 
Gardens and Huntington Beach State 
Park. Recognized as one of the top 
birding spots on the East Coast, the 
state park offers camping and access 
to an undeveloped beach. Just 
across Ocean Highway is Brookgreen 
Gardens, a 9,127-acre botanical and 
sculpture garden that has drawn 
visitors since 1931.

For golf fans, be sure to try one 
of the 12 courses on the Hammock 
Coast Golf Trail. Three of Golf 
Magazine's “Top 100 You Can Play” 
are here!

Visit HammockCoastSC.com 
today for more information! ¤

s o u t h  c a r o l i n a

At The Heart of It All –  
Summerville, South Carolina

Tucked in the Lowcountry just 24 
miles from Charleston, Summerville 
is a town where history and natural 
beauty come together. Known as the 

birthplace of sweet tea, it welcomes 
visitors with shaded streets, 
blooming gardens, and the kind of 
Southern hospitality that makes 
every moment feel memorable.

Recognized as a Tree City 
USA community, Summerville is 
surrounded by tall pines and vibrant 
azaleas that set the stage for outdoor 
adventures. Parks, gardens, and 
quiet pathways invite exploration, 
while downtown offers boutiques, 
dining, and more than 700 buildings 
listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places.

Here, you can shop, dine, and 
savor local flavors, or raise a glass 
of our signature sweet tea. Whether 
you’re pairing a visit with nearby 
Charleston or planning a trip all its 
own, Summerville offers a welcome 
that is uniquely sweet.

With an average temperature 
of sunny and 75, there's always 
something to do in Summerville. 
Only 20 minutes from Charleston 
and Beidler Forest, and 8 miles from 
historic Hwy 61, the town is a hub 
of activity. From festivals and outdoor 
events to community theaters, you 
can find all there is to do by checking 
out the local community calendar. 

Summerville is host to several 
unique events, such as the 
Flowertown Festival (March 27-
29, 2026) – held in the stunning 
Azalea Park, a 12-acre oasis in the 
heart of town with peaceful ponds, 

paths, fountains, tennis courts, and 
an amazing collection of permanent 
sculptures. 

The town is renowned for its 
historic character, with over 700 
homes and buildings on the National 
Register of Historic Places. You can 
take a self-guided Historic Homes 
Walking Tour to discover the history of 
20 homes in downtown Summerville. 

Known as the Birthplace of Sweet 
Tea, Summerville is where the tea 
plant first landed, and tea was first 
commercially grown at the Pinehurst 
Tea Plantation. Explore the shops, 
sites, sips, and tastes that make life 
in Summerville so sweet along the 
Sweet Tea Trail. 

Whether you're here to visit friends 
or family, conduct business, or attend 
a meeting or event, Summerville is 
the perfect destination. Start your 
journey at the Visitors' Center, where 
you'll find information about the town 
and its attractions. From there, you 
can explore Summerville at your own 
pace, discovering the charm and 
beauty that this town has to offer. 

So come and experience the kind 
of sweetness and hospitality you'd 
expect from a small Southern town 
with "big" charm. Let Summerville, 
South Carolina captivate you with 
its sunny weather, sweet tea, and 
charming atmosphere. 

Request a guide on our 
website and plan your visit today. 

Visitsummerville.com ¤
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Book Your Winter Gateway Today in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina
While Myrtle Beach is known for 

its summer fun, winter brings its own 
unique set of activities. Explore our 
scenic beachfront, take a leisurely 
bike ride on the many trails, stroll 
the Myrtle Beach Boardwalk or 
visit the many local attractions and 
restaurants. 

Festive Holiday events bring 
everyone together, such as the 
spectacular light displays at 

Boardway at the Beach, holiday-
themed productions at the live 
theaters, festivals and holiday events. 

At our oceanfront resort, our 
spacious, fully equipped one—
to four-bedroom condos have 
panoramic ocean views. Enjoy the 
breathtaking views or take a dip. 
Relax in the warmth of our indoor 
pool and hot tub, which are perfect 
for swimming regardless of the 

outside temperatures. 
Escape the cold and embrace the 

coast. Grand Atlantic Resort Myrtle 
Beach is waiting for you! 

Grand Atlantic Resort
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

www.grandatlanticresort.com  ¤

This Year, Bring All the Family on Vacation
Let’s not forget to include the 

family’s best friend! We have a large 
variety of pet-friendly properties that 
allow your entire family to have an 
unforgettable vacation. We also offer 
a Barc Park for your pet’s enjoyment.

Enjoy the surf, kid’s splash pad or 
relax in the lounging wet pool. Enjoy 
shopping, and golfing day or night at 
Tupelo Bay. Dine on local seafood or 
succulent steaks. Dance the night 
away. Do nothing…Do it all!

Rose Real Estate would like to 
welcome you and your family to our 
beautiful beach. Tucked away in quiet 

Surfside Beach, SC our vacation 
rental communities are close to 
shopping, dining, entertainment, 
award winning golf and incredible 
water activities. We offer everything 
from two-bedroom villas to gorgeous 
five-bedroom island-style homes.

Join us and create your own 
memories to last a lifetime!

Rose Real Estate
897 Melody Lane

Surfside Beach, South Carolina
800-845-6706

www.roserentaldept.com   ¤

Seaside Vacations – Your Sunny Escape Awaits!
Let us guide you to your perfect 

spot in the sun this year! Since 
1995, Seaside Vacations has been 
crafting memorable North Myrtle 
Beach getaways for families. With 
top-notch service and spotless, well-
kept rentals, we’re your ticket to a 
vacation you’ll never forget. 

Whether it’s a cozy retreat for 
two or a big family reunion, we’ve 
got you covered. Our properties are 
just steps away from amazing dining, 

shopping, water sports, fishing and 
event hotspots.

Don’t wait—reach out today! 
Our friendly, knowledgeable team is 
ready to share a wealth of tips and 
tailor affordable options to create 
your ultimate North Myrtle Beach 
adventure. 

Check out our YouTube video, 
"Seaside Vacation Rentals NMB 
Destination," for a sneak peek! 

800-661-5511
seasidevacations.com ¤

Barefoot Resort and Golf – A North Myrtle Beach Golf Experience
Are you ready to treat yourself to 

the ultimate North Myrtle Beach golf 
trip experience? If so, get ready for 
championship golf on the renowned 
Norman, Love, Fazio and Dye courses 
at Barefoot Resort and Golf. 

Conveniently nestled in the heart 
of the “Golf Capital of the World,” our 
location is just minutes away from 
exquisite dining, shopping, and the 
expansive beaches of North Myrtle 
Beach along the Atlantic Ocean. 
Enhance your experience by staying 
in one of the Barefoot Resort Golf 
Course Villas or elevate your stay 
with an upgrade to a Barefoot Resort 
Yacht Club Villa, offering picturesque 
views overlooking Barefoot Landing. 

Experience the Greg Norman 
Course at Barefoot Resort, a Par 
72, 7,000-yard gem set along the 
Intracoastal Waterway in North 

Myrtle Beach. Named 2017 “North 
America Golf Resort of the Year” by 
IAGTO, this course offers stunning 
natural vistas framed by native 
vegetation.

Discover the essence of 
Lowcountry charm in Davis Love 
III’s design at Barefoot Resort’s Love 
Course. A proud Carolina native, 
Love incorporates local tradition 
and experiences into this stunning 
course. Holes 3-7 showcase 
recreated ruins of an old plantation 
home, adding historical allure to your 
golfing experience. 

Nestled between the Dye and Love 
Courses, Fazio incorporates strategic 
design elements, including extensive 
tree cover, lakes, waste areas, and 
bunkers meticulously placed for 
visual and strategic impact. Natural 
elevation changes provide a sense 

of drama and excitement throughout 
the round, ensuring a memorable 
golfing experience. 

Pete Dye’s legacy of crafting 
memorable and demanding golf 
courses shines through at Barefoot 
Resort. The Dye Course, located 
within the confines of The Dye 
Estates, lives up to this reputation. 
With its Par 72, 7,343-yard layout, 
players can test their skills against 
the unique challenges posed by 
Dye’s masterful design. 

Whether you're a seasoned golfer 
or just seeking a memorable outing, 
our tailored golf packages promise an 
unforgettable experience.  

Learn about our current golf 
package specials or make an online 

reservation today by calling  
843-390-3200 or visiting 

barefootgolf.com.  ¤

http://www.GuestQuest.com
http://barefootgolf.com
http://www.grandatlanticresort.com
http://www.grandatlanticresort.com
http://www.roserentaldept.com
http://seasidevacations.com
http://seasidevacations.com
http://barefootgolf.com
http://www.roserentaldept.com
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Visit Seneca Nation in Western New York
Traveling throughout Western 

New York you will witness the beauty 
of the Allegany Mountains as the hills 
roll endlessly. Nestled in the serene 
landscape is the home of a Native 
Nation known as the Onöndowa’ga:’, 
the people of the great hill or by their 
English name, the Seneca.

In the spring we host our annual 
Ohi:yo’ Art Market, where native 
artists enter their handmade work 

for a chance to win the top prize of 
$7,000. We invite you to stay at our 
Highbanks Campground, overlooking 
the Allegany Reservoir. Enjoy the 
comforts of our cabins, relax in your 
RV or pitch a tent to sleep under 
the stars. No matter which place 
you choose to experience, there is 
something that the entire family can 
enjoy!

During your visit, be sure to stop by 

the Onöhsagwë:de’ Cultural Center- 
home of the Seneca Iroquois National 
Museum, housing Haudenosaunee 
history.

For the most up-to-date 
information on programing and 
events in and around the Seneca 
Territories, be sure to like and follow 
Visit Seneca on both Facebook and 
Instagram. 

Welcome to the Seneca Nation!  

Winter Adventure in Oswego County
Oswego County offers fun every 

season and winter is no exception! 
Welcome to the snowbelt, where 
there are hundreds of miles of 
trails to explore while you go 
snowshoeing, cross-country skiing or 
snowmobiling. No matter what your 
interests are, outdoor enthusiasts are 
sure to love the beauty of Oswego 
County’s pristine forests, rolling 
terrain and gorgeous snowfalls. 

Renowned as a winter 
wonderland, Oswego County is the 
perfect destination for snowmobiling. 
The county’s extensive trail network 
includes about 400 miles of official 
snowmobile trails. Of these, 245 are 
designated as Class A Corridor Trails 
that connect over 10,000 miles of 
trails across the state. 

The county also features 
multiple non-motorized use trails 
for snowshoers and cross-country 
skiers to enjoy. Head out to Fallbrook 
Recreation Center, Great Bear 
Springs Recreation Area or Oswego 
County Nature Park at Camp Zerbe 
to explore marked trails. Amboy 4-H 
Environmental Center is another great 
place to get outdoors and participate 
in events like guided hikes and 

educational programming. Winona 
Forest Recreation Association also 
has marked trails and hosts a variety 
of snowshoeing, cross-country skiing 
and fat bike racing events each year. 

Other unique winter activities 
to do in Oswego County are ice 
climbing at Salmon River Falls or 
dog sled racing through Adirondack 
Kennel in Boylston. For those who 
prefer to stay warm and cozy indoors, 
there are plenty of charming stores, 
well-loved restaurants, fascinating 
museums and more! 

For more information on Oswego 
County events and attractions, go to 
https://visitoswegocounty.com/.  ¤

Chautauqua- 
Lake Erie Region – 
Winter in Western  
New York’s Snowbelt

Plan a cozy winter getaway to 
the Chautauqua-Lake Erie Region of 
Western NY, where annual snowfall 
exceeds 100 inches! Ski, snowboard, 
and snow tube at area ski resorts 
including Peek’n Peak Resort. Explore 
miles of trails throughout Chautauqua 
County while cross country skiing, 
snowshoeing, and snowmobiling. 

Attend local winter events to 
experience seasonal favorite foods 
and activities. Visit unique cultural 
attractions such as the National 
Comedy Center and Lucy Desi 
Museum. Enjoy craft beverages 
from local wineries, breweries, and 
distilleries. Stay in a secluded cabin, 
a quaint bed and breakfast or a luxury 
hotel. 

Visit TourChautauqua.com for 
more information and start planning 

your winter getaway today! ¤

http://www.GuestQuest.com
http://TourChautauqua.com
https://visitseneca.com
https://visitoswegocounty.com
http://TourChautauqua.com
https://visitoswegocounty.com
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Herkimer County, New York 
With its feet in the Mohawk 

Valley and its head in Adirondack 
Mountains, Herkimer County is New 
York’s tallest county, offering great 
scenery and a variety of experiences 
for travelers. Country byways 
provide easy access from the NY 
Thruway to the Adirondack Park, 

with touring from the Mohawk Valley 
communities of Herkimer, Mohawk 
and Little Falls north to Old Forge in 
the Adirondacks.

Southern Herkimer County has a 
rich historical heritage and a wide 
variety of cultural festivals and 
fairs, poised to host fall travelers 

with family restaurants, unique 
shops and lodging facilities. County 
highways, relieved of summer traffic, 
meander through communities along 
the historic Erie Canal, popular for 
pleasure boating and scenic river 
cruises. A little farther north is 
Herkimer Diamond Mines, with its 

Miners’ Village and camping along 
West Canada Creek. There, Families 
can dig and collect quartz crystals 
formed by nature millions of years 
ago.

In Northern Herkimer County is 
Old Forge, spreading over 500 square 
miles of Adirondack mountains and 
lakes famous for outdoor family 
recreation. Old Forge is known as 
Snowmobile Capital of the East and 
Paddling Capital of the Adirondacks. 
Also in Old Forge is McCauley 
Mountain Ski Area, the home 

mountain of five Olympic skiers, 
Enchanted Forest Water Safari, New 
York’s largest water theme park, 
and VIEW Arts and Culture Center. 
Adirondack Scenic Railroad offers 
excursion trains from Utica to Old 
Forge.

With so much to see and do, 
Herkimer County is a premier 
destination which is easily accessible 
and very affordable. 

For information,  
please visit us at 

ExperienceHerkimerCounty.com  ¤

Cozy Escapes & Snowy Adventures in the Western NY Wilds
When winter settles over Allegany 

County, NY, the Western NY Wilds 
transform into a scene straight from 
a vintage postcard—snow-dusted 
hills, charming towns, and a pace of 
life that feels both adventurous and 
timeless. Crisp air carries the scent 
of pine, and glistening snow blankets 
forests and fields, inviting you to 
explore. Whether you’re chasing 
outdoor thrills or seeking the cozy 
comforts of a small-town getaway, 
Allegany County offers the best of 
both worlds.

Lace up your boots or strap on your 
skis to wander through Phillips Creek 
State Forest and Palmer’s Pond State 
Forest. Trails wind beneath towering 
pines, perfect for snowshoeing, cross-
country skiing, or peaceful winter 
hikes. Snowmobilers will delight in 
hundreds of miles of groomed trails 

linking forests, villages, and scenic 
overlooks, while Cuba Lake and Alma 
Pond provide classic winter pastimes 
like ice fishing and skating on frozen 
waters. After a day outdoors, savor 
a warm, hearty meal, seasonal brew, 
or locally roasted coffee at one of the 
county’s inviting cafés, restaurants, 
or craft breweries.

Perched amid Allegany County’s 
scenic hills, Swain Ski Resort 
transforms into a full winter 
wonderland each season. Skiers 
and snowboarders of all levels carve 
down perfectly groomed slopes, 
while snow tubing adds playful fun 
for families. Cozy lodges offer the 
perfect spot to relax with a hot drink, 
and nearby eateries make it easy to 
extend the adventure.

This winter, discover 
Allegany County—where snowy 

landscapes, warm hospitality, and 
simple pleasures combine for an 
unforgettable getaway. ¤

http://www.GuestQuest.com
http://www.wnywilds.com
http://ExperienceHerkimerCounty.com
http://ExperienceHerkimerCounty.com
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Fall & Winter at the Jersey Cape: Your New Favorite Season at the Shore
As the summer crowds fade and 

the air turns crisp, the Jersey Cape 
transforms into a serene seaside 
escape. Warm, golden days and 
cool, cozy evenings set the stage 
for unforgettable fall and winter 
getaways. It’s time to trade bathing 
suits for sweaters and discover why 
the Jersey Cape might just become 
your favorite cold-weather retreat.

Endless Ways to Unwind – 
Worried about what to do once the 
beach towels are packed away? 
Don’t be. Whether you're strolling 
along the beach, shopping at one of 
our boutiques, savoring a seafood or 
farm-to- table dinner at your favorite 
restaurant, indulging in a spa day, 
following the spectacular bird and 
butterfly migration, or sipping wine 
with friends at a local vineyard — 
the Jersey Cape offers something for 
every kind of traveler. Fall and winter 
here are all about slowing down, 
reconnecting, and recharging.

Romance by the Sea – Looking for 
a romantic escape? Cape May, often 
named one of New Jersey’s most 

romantic destinations, is picture-
perfect in the off-season. Think 
colorful Victorian B&Bs, softly glowing 
gas lamps, intimate restaurants, and 
award-winning wineries. And the 
beach? It’s likely just the two of you. 
This is romance, Jersey Cape style 
— and as the Beatles said, “All you 
need is love.”

Cozy Up with Local Flavor – 
Dreaming of a long winter nap? Make 
it even better with a glass of local 
wine or craft beer by the fire at a cozy 
inn. Cape May County’s beverage 
scene has blossomed over the past 
decade, now home to six wineries, 
15 breweries, and two distilleries 
— all welcoming visitors year-round. 
Seafood fresh from the docks and 
seasonal farm fruits and vegetables 
are on most menus. 

Holiday Magic, Jersey Cape Style 
– By November, the holiday spirit 
takes over. Ocean City’s “Miracle 
on Asbury Avenue” brings an old-
fashioned Christmas to life with 
horse-drawn carriage rides, festive 
music, shopping specials, and visits 

with Santa at the Music Pier. Don’t 
miss the Christmas Parade and the 
beloved Train Show. The Wildwoods, 
Sea Isle City, Stone Harbor, and 
Avalon all showcase special events 
that put you in the holiday spirit. 
Check off your shopping list with one-
of-a-kind gifts for family and friends.

In Cape May, the holidays feel 
like a storybook come to life. For six 
weeks, the town glows with Victorian 

charm and a Dickensian vibe, from 
candlelit house tours and trolley rides 
to concerts, craft shows, and the 
iconic West Cape May Christmas 
Parade, a tradition for over 50 years.

March into Fun – As winter winds 
down, March brings the biggest 
shopping event of the season: 
Shopaholic’s Weekend in Stone 
Harbor and Avalon. And when St. 
Patrick’s Day rolls around, everyone’s 

Irish in North Wildwood and Sea Isle 
City, where parades and festivities 
bring the green to the Jersey Cape.

Escape the Everyday – Whether 
it’s a romantic weekend, a friend’s 
getaway, or a solo retreat to pursue 
your passions, fall and winter at the 
Jersey Cape offer the perfect escape. 
Plan your visit today.

1-800-227-2297 
www.escapetothejerseycape.com  

N E W  J E R S E Y

There’s Always A Reason To Smile In Sea Isle!
Whether you’re an old friend of 

the city or visiting us for the very 
first time, welcome to Sea Isle City! 
With a uniquely perfect balance of 
family adventures, dining, shopping, 
and nightlife, Sea Isle is a gem on 
the Southern New Jersey coast, 
gracefully welcoming visitors of all 
ages and interests. Enjoy family-
friendly events year-round and 
remember “There’s Always A Reason 
To Smile In Sea Isle!”

If fishing, surfing, kayaking, or 
other water sports are what you 
crave, you’ll be glad to know that Sea 

Isle City is a hub of aquatic activity 
– and our beautiful bays, wetlands, 
and shoreline will make all your 
adventures on the water memorable. 
Don’t forget to put your cellphone in a 
waterproof pouch, so you can capture 
some photos of the amazing wildlife 
and scenery that you’ll discover along 
your journey!

Are you interested in stretching 
your legs, bicycling, or simply relaxing 
on a bench while “people watching”? 
If so, our 1.5-mile Promenade is a 
great place to spend some time – 
and its solid surface makes it ideal for 

walking, jogging, or rolling along on a 
sunny day.

Of course, most folks come to 
Sea Isle City simply because we have 
beautiful beaches that stretch for 
miles. Our sandy shoreline is clean 
and very inviting, so grab your beach 
chair, some sunblock, and a good 
book, and get ready to put your toes 
in the sand. After all, you are here to 
enjoy yourself – so be sure to take 
advantage of our amazing beaches 
and everything that Sea Isle City has 
to offer! ¤

http://www.GuestQuest.com
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Monmouth County:  
Where the Jersey Shore Meets Endless Possibilities

Monmouth County, New Jersey, 
is a timeless destination offering 
stunning coastal beauty, rich 
history, vibrant downtowns, and 
endless opportunities for adventure. 
With close to 30 miles of pristine 
oceanfront, charming bayside towns, 
and an abundance of attractions, 
this destination has something for 
everyone.

From the family-friendly shores 
of Spring Lake and Belmar to the 
laid-back vibe of Bradley Beach, 
you’ll find the perfect spot to relax 
or enjoy water activities. Stroll along 
the boardwalks, shop at unique 
boutiques, and indulge in local 
cuisine while taking in the ocean 
breeze. Don’t miss Long Branch’s Pier 
Village for upscale waterfront dining 
and entertainment.

History enthusiasts will find 
Monmouth County to be a treasure 
trove of historical sites and landmarks. 
Walk the hallowed grounds of the 
Monmouth Battlefield State Park, 
where a pivotal Revolutionary 
War battle took place, or visit the 
historic Twin Lights in Highlands for 
panoramic coastal views. The oldest 
working lighthouse in the United 
States, located in Sandy Hook, offers 
insight into the region’s rich maritime 
history. Take in a performance at 
the Count Basie Center for the Arts 
in Red Bank or catch a live show at 
the legendary Stone Pony Summer 
Stage. With a wealth of theaters 

and cultural venues throughout the 
County, there's always something to 
enjoy.

Monmouth County boasts an 
expansive park system that offers 
hiking, biking, fishing, and more. 
Holmdel Park is perfect for hiking 
and family outings, while the  
Manasquan Reservoir offers 
kayaking, fishing, and birdwatching. If 
you’re a golf enthusiast, the County 
has some of the finest courses 
in New Jersey. The breathtaking 
views of the New York City skyline 
from Bayshore beaches and towns 
like Keyport, Keansburg, Atlantic 
Highlands, and Highlands add to the 
County’s appeal.

Monmouth County hosts a vibrant 
lineup of seasonal events, including 
farmers’ markets, seafood and 
music festivals, craft fairs, fireworks 
displays, and concerts on the beach. 
Take in the thrill of a live horse race 
at Monmouth Park all while enjoying 
one of their many festivals.

There’s a perfect place for 
everyone to stay while exploring, 
accommodations cater to every 
budget, from boutique hotels and 
cozy bed-and-breakfasts to luxury 
resort-style hotels with spas. With 
its easy accessibility from major 
cities like New York and Philadelphia, 
Monmouth County is the ideal 
vacation spot for a weekend retreat 
or an extended stay. 

Discover all the County has to 

offer by requesting a free travel guide 
at MonmouthCountyTourism.com.

We hope to see you soon!  ¤

We Do Atlantic City Your Way!
Since 1999, Atlantic City Golf 

Vacations have been dedicated 
to delivering an Atlantic City golf 
experience beyond all expectations. 
The Atlantic City area golf courses 
represent both the challenge and 
pure pleasure of golf. 

Atlantic City Golf Vacations is 
your one stop shop for golf vacation 

packages in and around Atlantic City, 
NJ. Our features give groups of any 
size the ability to create a custom 
itinerary for their players to best fit 
their skill level and budget. Combine 
lodging accommodations, tee times, 
dining and more, all in one place. 
With over 20 lodging options, 15 golf 
courses, and endless restaurants, 

activities and transportation, there 
is simply something for everyone in 
Atlantic City!

Customize Your Golf Trip and Get 
an Instant Quote Online by visiting 

golfac.com.
To discuss your next golf vacation 
with an Atlantic City Golf Travel 

Expert, please contact us at  
800-252-5866.  ¤

“Let’s Go Camping in New Jersey”  
Celebrate America’s Anniversary in New Jersey!

“Let’s Go Camping in New 
Jersey” is more than a slogan — it’s 
a call to celebrate America’s 250th 
anniversary under the stars. As the 
nation gears up to honor a quarter-
millennium of independence, New 
Jersey’s diverse campgrounds invite 

locals and travelers to experience the 
outdoors and immerse themselves in 
history. 

Camp under the stars in the 
Skylands, park your RV and go 
wander the Shore, and explore a 
variety of Revolutionary landmarks 

- there’s a campsite and activity to 
match every preference. 

If you’re dreaming of planning 
your next outdoor getaway in the 

Garden State, snag a free camping 
directory full of campground listings, 

maps, and trip ideas at  
www.gocampingnj.com ¤

http://www.GuestQuest.com
http://MonmouthCountyTourism.com
http://www.gocampingnj.com
http://golfac.com
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http://golfac.com
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An Outdoorsy Winter in Stokes County
When most people think of 

winter outdoors, they imagine snow-
laden landscapes, frozen lakes, or 
bitter cold. In Stokes County, North 
Carolina, winter is far less about 
ice and more about crisp air, quiet 
woods, and the soft beauty of a 
landscape resting before spring. For 
those who embrace the season, it’s 
a time of discovery: fewer crowds, 
more solitude, and an opportunity to 
experience nature and local culture 
in a different light. Here’s a look at 
outdoor adventures and events to 
savor this winter in Stokes County. 
Find out what to do, what to watch 
out for, and how to take in the season 
more fully.

The Land in Winter: What 
Makes Stokes Special – Tucked 
into the foothills of the Sauratown  
Mountains, the rhythm of nature 
remains strong even during the 
coldest months. The forests lose 
their leaves, revealing rugged ridges. 
Streams quiet down; waterfalls 
flow more gently. Even the hustle of 
summer fades, letting you hear the 
wind, the call of birds, and the crack 

of frozen ground underfoot.
The area offers a mix of terrain: 

peaks like Moore’s Knob (in Hanging 
Rock State Park) rise above 2,500 
feet, offering sweeping views; 
forests, ridgelines, river valleys, 
and farm country fill the intervening 
space. Trails that are crowded in 
summer become peaceful escapes 
in winter. The Dan River slows but 
remains beautiful; the waterfalls, 
though sometimes reduced in flow, 
still reward the determined hiker. 

Outdoor Adventures to Try This 
Winter – Here are some of the best 
ways to enjoy the winter outside in 
Stokes County:

Hiking and Trail Walking
Hanging Rock State Park has 

dozens of miles of trails, including 
paths that lead to peaks, overlooks, 
and waterfalls. The panoramic views 
off Moore’s Knob are stunning in 
sharp winter light.

Sauratown Trails (and its spurs) 
allow for longer hikes, including 
sections with less traffic and more 
solitude in these cooler months. 

Waterfalls & Scenic Spots

Tory’s Falls, Window Falls, Hidden 
Falls, and the Upper and Lower 
Cascades in Hanging Rock State 
Park are still accessible and beautiful; 
winter can diminish flows but 
increase clarity and visibility through 
the forest. 

Watching sunrise or sunset from 
the many peaks or from Moore’s 
Knob on clear days offers crisp air 
and expansive color.

Mountain Biking
Trails such as the Kingsnake MTB 

in Hanging Rock State Park provide 
rugged and rewarding rides even 
when the undergrowth has thinned 
out. Trails may be muddier, so good 
tires and caution are needed. 

River Activities (in milder weather)
Canoeing or kayaking on calmer 

stretches of Dan River, when weather 
and water levels allow. These outings 
are quieter in winter where more 
wildlife is observable. Be mindful of 
cold water safety. 

Fishing accesses like Pitzer 
Road or other hand-carry spots can 
offer good options depending on 
conditions. 

Birding, Photography & Wildlife
Winter is a season of travel for 

many bird species; leafless trees and 
quieter habitats can make spotting 
wildlife easier.

Photographers will find dramatic 
contrasts: frosted mornings, clear 
skies, crisp light, and often good 
visibility.

Cozy Local Strolls & Small Town 
Exploration

Walks through towns like 
Danbury, King, or Walnut Cove can 
be delightful: antiques stores, local 
cafés, and the arts council galleries. 
Taking the slower route, stop for 
a hot beverage at one of 9 locally 

owned coffee shops, visit a gallery to 
help connect you with place in a way 
summer doesn’t always permit. 

Winter Events & Cultural Highlights
While outdoor adventure may 

dominate, culture and community 
events warm up the season.

The Stokes County Arts Council 
hosts seasonal performances, art 
exhibits, and local markets. These 
can be excellent indoor complements 
to a cold-weather outing. 

Local food and craft markets, 
especially around holiday periods, 
offer opportunities to sample regional 
food, buy handmade gifts, and 
support small businesses. 

Themed events: for example, 
musical performances (bluegrass, 
folk, etc.), holiday shows, or 
community gatherings. These foster 
connection during months when 
nature pulls people indoors more. 
Find a full local event calendar at 
www.hangingrock.com 

Practicalities & Tips for Winter 
Outdoors

To make the most and stay safe:
Dress in layers — mornings and 

evenings are cold; mid-day can warm 
up. Wearing moisture-wicking base 
layers, insulating middle layers, and 
a wind/water-resistant outer layer 
helps.

Footwear — winter hiking can 
mean mud, ice patches, and wet 
ground. Good boots with traction are 
essential. Trekking poles help.

Check daylight — days are 
shorter; plan hikes or paddles with 
enough buffer so you’re not out after 
dark unless prepared.

Weather vigilance — winter 
storms, fog, or unexpected 
temperature drops are possible. 

Bring extra food, water, possibly 
emergency gear.

Wildlife respect — although 
much is dormant, wildlife still roams; 
be mindful of deer, smaller mammals, 
possibly wildlife crossing roads.

Trail accessibility — some roads/
trails may be less maintained in 
winter; some stream crossings 
swollen; check local park notices.

Why Winter in Stokes Matters – 
Winter offers something different: 
the stillness that summer crowds 
mask, the clarity of views unfiltered 
by dense foliage, the chance to see 
every ridge and hollow. There’s also 
something humbling about stepping 
into nature in its quietest state, when 
everything isn’t in bloom, when the 
forest isn’t buzzing, but where each 
sound, each birdcall, each stone 
seems more significant.

For locals and visitors alike, winter 
in Stokes County is a reminder that 
landscapes are cyclical circles of 
change and that beauty doesn’t 
wait for blooms. It’s in frost, in bare 
branches, in flowing rivers, in cold 
air filling lungs. It’s in community 
coming together in warm halls, over 
hot drinks, within the warmth of a 
charming locally owned restaurant 
or shop, around evening fires at the 
vacation rental, RV site or camp site. 
Discover your Winter State of Mind 
in Stokes County, North Carolina as 
you refresh your immune system 
and take in fresh air to rid of winter 
sicknesses.

Local businesses, event hosts and 
attractions can’t wait to take in the 
chill with you this season. Plan your 
adventure, find a place to stay on an 
extended visit and check into local 
events at www.hangingrock.com ¤

Plan Your Perfect Vacation!
The Northern Outer Banks is 

a sanctuary for anyone looking 
to explore wildlife, find beautiful 
remote beaches, and experience 
outdoor adventure. All this combined 
with luxurious accommodations, 
locally sourced seafood, and 
historic maritime sites make for an 
unforgettable getaway.

Rich heritage can be explored 
through scenic tours of the Currituck 
Beach Lighthouse, and the grand 
Whalehead Museum. Learn about 
coastal traditions at the Currituck 
Maritime Museum and explore local 
wildlife at the Outer Banks Center for 

Wildlife Education.
No trip to The Northern Outer 

Banks is complete without seeing 
the Corolla wild horses, descendants 
of Spanish Mustangs that evolved 
into a unique breed known as Banker 
horses, are living symbols of The 
Northern Outer Banks’ untamed spirit. 
Take an unforgettable guided Corolla 
wild horse tour to Carova Beach and 
you’ll catch sight of these majestic 
animals and get to understand their 
resilient story.

Plan a trip now by visiting 
NorthernOuterBanks.com. ¤

See ad on next page
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