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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

1

Over the past 141 years, FMU has navigated many obstacles, but our mission has always compelled us to prevail.  
Despite contending with the pandemics of COVID-19 and racial violence, we rose again to the occasion to achieve 
good successes. I want to thank the administrators, faculty, and staff whose work and faith help sustain our 
institution and help ensure the continuity of delivering a quality education to our students. 

While COVID-19 impacted our budget and enrollment, we augmented some of the impacts without sacrificing 
our education quality. Last year, we spent time building and restoring valuable relationships. We promoted FMU’s 
cause in the state and nation’s capital with lawmakers and policymakers that resulted in historic allocations and 
support. These resources were used to invest in the people that matter most: students, faculty, and staff. We 
protected our campus, provided PPE to the Lion family, offered gap funding for students, and continued to 
support students displaced by Hurricane Dorian.

Conversely, adapting to COVID-19 also revealed critical opportunity areas that created challenges for our students, 
faculty, and staff.  Therefore, we’ve hired new team members to expand academic offerings, optimize enrollment 
management, improve our communication with the Lion community, increase rapid testing on campus, and 
expand our private and corporate partnerships. 

As I reflect on the opportunities and hope in the new year of 2021, I remain excited about our future. It is because 
of the generous philanthropic support of our partners and alumni that we continue to fulfil our purpose and 
mission. Our new Ascension Strategic Plan shall serve as the road map and help drive success over the next five 
years. Additionally, we are launching a new branding and marketing campaign and implementing a plethora of 
other strategic initiatives that will help Florida Memorial University, a Historically Black University (HBCU), become 
the premiere urban-serving educational institution that prepares students from underserved populations to be 
the next generation of global leaders.  

Lastly, I am looking forward to learning together, working together, and winning together as we work to build the 
FMU our community deserves. Our FMU is ascending to excellence.

Go Lions,

Dr. Jaffus Hardrick 
President 
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https://www.facebook.com/FLMemorialUniv/videos/311010143551614
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Q&A with Cory Witherspoon

Cory Witherspoon
Vice President of 

Advancement

Why should we support 
Florida Memorial University? 
For more than 140 years, 
Florida Memorial University 

has provided educational 
opportunities that otherwise 
would not have been available. As 
South Florida’s only historically 
black university, and one of 
the state’s oldest academic 

institutions, FMU continues to stand as a beacon of 
hope for many. Your support of Florida Memorial 
University ensures that all students, regardless of 
race, sex or religion, will have an opportunity to 
pursue a college education. Your gift to Florida 
Memorial University is an investment in the 
education of young people.

Where does the money actually go? 
At Florida Memorial University, the donor decides 
what program or project he or she would like their 
funds to be applied to.  All donations go toward 
the advancement of Florida Memorial University’s 
mission to educate and enhance the lives of others.  

Florida Memorial University’s three greatest needs 
are scholarship support for students, program 
support (Aviation, Science & Business), and the 
Annual Fund.

How does a gift become tax deductible? 
Florida Memorial University is a not-for-profit 
tax exempt organization.  All gifts to FMU are tax 
deductible.

Can I make a gift for something specific; a 
student a cause? 
Yes, you can.  You can support any of our academic 
programs including the Social Justice Institute 
or the Campaign for Science – “Investing in the 
next Black Scientist.” You can also give to our 
Community Outreach Programs that provide skills 

and training to youth - Girls Code 
and Black Male College Explorers 
Program.

What is the most popular way 
to make a donation to Florida 
Memorial University? 
The most popular and easiest way to give to 
Florida Memorial University is by giving cash or 
check and donating online by credit card.  The 
University also accepts Corporate Matching gifts, 
Stocks/Securities, Real Estate and helps donors 
with Estate and Planned Gifts.  Most people are 
not aware of the University’s Legacy Society, where 
donors can establish a scholarship, endowment, 
or name a classroom or a building through a Life 
Insurance Policy. 

Why are HBCUs like Florida Memorial 
University in more need than other 
universities? 
A number of HBCUs like Florida Memorial 
University are private institutions (colleges and 
universities).  Unlike state colleges and universities 
that receive 100 percent of their funding from 
the state, HBCUs like Florida Memorial University 
receive minimal funds from the state and must 
rely heavily on alumni, private donations and 
enrollment to maintain and grow.

Despite the lack of funds, Florida Memorial 
University has provided a high quality education to 
thousands of students.

Are there other advantages to becoming 
a small or large donor of Florida Memorial 
University? 
At Florida Memorial University, all gifts count.  It 
doesn’t matter if the gift is small or large, all gifts 
make a difference and play a role in helping Florida 
Memorial University educate students.
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https://www.fmuniv.edu/giving-2/

10 REASONS TO GIVE 
TO FMU
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Donor Bill of Rights
Philanthropy is based on voluntary action for the common good. It is 
a tradition of giving and sharing that is primary to the quality of life. 
To assure that philanthropy merits the respect and trust of the general public, 
and that donors and prospective donors can have full confidence in the  
not-for-profit organizations and causes they are asked to support, we declare 
that all donors have these rights:

1.	 �To be informed of the organization’s mission, of the way the organization intends 
to use donated resources, and of its capacity to use donations effectively for their 
intended purposes.

2.	� To be informed of the identity of those serving on the organization’s governing 
board, and to expect the board to exercise prudent judgment in its stewardship 
responsibilities.

3.	 To have access to the organization’s most recent financial statements.

4.	 To be assured their gifts will be used for the purposes for which they were given.

5.	 To receive appropriate acknowledgment and recognition.

6.	� To be assured that information about their donations is handled with respect 
and with confidentiality to the extent provided by law.

7. 	� To expect that all relationships with individuals representing organizations of 
interest to the donor will be professional in nature.

8.	� To be informed whether those seeking donations are volunteers, employees 
of the organization or hired solicitors.

9.	� To have the opportunity for their names to be deleted from mailing lists that an 
organization may intend to share.

10.	�To feel free to ask questions when making a donation and to receive prompt, 
truthful and forthright answers.
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TO FMU FACULTY AND STAFFThank You
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TO FMU FACULTY AND STAFF
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THANK YOU TO FMU FACULTY AND STAFF
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THANK YOU TO FMU FACULTY AND STAFF
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featuring

Principles of Kwanzaa

Happy

Cele�ation

Dr. Tameka Bradley Hobbs
Valencia “Vee” Gunder
Dr. Armen Henderson
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https://www.facebook.com/FMUSJI/videos/741990206440475
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DR. NELSON HALL AND MS. CHELLE HALL 
NAVIDAD

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wMYy0klJSDI
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DR. NELSON HALL AND COMPANY
THE MESSIAH

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ua2PpQFAniA&feature=youtu.be
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dji-sSwRO_Y&list=PLYgpUqrFJApB5zoUs3IsgffMUHrNcOgBS&index=7
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kfn69bVk6jw
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www.fmuniv.edu/coronavirus

https://online.fliphtml5.com/gjry/emop/?fbclid=IwAR3ETRef7eVkJiOEiNMx87Sk8mmD9badQ1f9QLbDRIT40YdPOFs__GVUh34#p=1


19stanfordcsli.submittable.com/submit

https://www-csli.stanford.edu/csli-summer-internship-program-2021
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https://meacsports.com/news/2020/11/30/meac-announces-volleyball-all-time-team-presented-by-the-home-depot.aspx
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SPRING ENROLLMENT CLICK HERE 

https://www.fmuniv.edu/spring-2021-orientation/
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https://instagram.com/p/CJgjRA-h9_d/
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Director of Communications  
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NOEL JEFFERSON 
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Spread the Pride Campaign

FMU Departments and Their Contributions:
Office of the President, Board of Trustees, Academic Affairs,  
Advancement, Athletics, Enrollment,  Health Sciences, Music, 

Registrar, Student Affairs, Information Technology, and  
the Legal Department

campusministry.fmuniv.edu




