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Arroyo accused of conflict
in vote on City Island plan

Arroyo is registered agent for entity seeking to develop.

Sarasota city commissioner Eric
Arroyo has been accused of a poten-
tial conflict of interest with his
vote regarding a proposal to allow
an amusement attraction and golf
course at Ken Thompson Park
on City Island, nestled between
Longboat Key and St. Armands
Circle.

During the public comments sec-
tion at last week’s Sarasota City
Commission meeting, public speak-
er Rob Grant said Commissioner
Arroyo is the registered agent for
Park Golf Entertainment — for-
merly Ride Entertainment — and
Park Golf Entertainment Orlando.
Park Golf Entertainment owners

Arroyo

and brothers, Jeffrey and David
Koffman, proposed the public-pri-
vate partnership to commercialize
Ken Thompson Park.

Grant suggested commissioners

reconsider their approval to allow
an advisory board to consider the
park plan.

Arroyo voted in favor of allow-
ing the Parks, Recreation and
Environmental Protection advisory
board to vet the plan at its April
meeting.

Dozens rally to protect
Ken Thompson Park

Outside City Hall on Thursday,
dozens protested the proposed
development for Ken Thompson
Park.

At a commission meeting on Feb.
5, Ride Entertainment made a pre-

See Park, page 2

Bridge
between
Bird Key,

St. Armands
replacement
under review

The small humped-back bridge
connecting Bird Key and St
Armands Key is due for replace-
ment at a cost of more than $60
million, and despite the likely traf-
fic construction will generate, most
residents seemed pleased with the
idea.

Engineers and staff with
the Florida Department of
Transportation gave their recom-
mendations for improvements to
the Little John Ringling Bridge at

See Bridge, page 2

Mote and Taiwan partner to help

save coral as ocean temputures

The partnership
aims to address
one of many
stressors affect-
ing coral reefs
across the globe
— rising ocean
temperatures.

Mote Marine Laboratory &
Aquarium signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) for inter-
national collaboration on heat-resil-
ient coral research and restoration
with three science-focused entities
based in Taiwan and the U.S.: Delta
Environmental and Educational
Foundation, the National Museum
of Marine Biology and Aquarium
(NMMBA), and the National
Museum of Marine Science and
Technology (NMMST).

The MOU establishes the
first such international partner-
ship between Taiwan and a major
U.S. marine research and science
education institution, and aims
to address one of many stressors
affecting coral reefs across the globe
— rising ocean temperature, as coral
reefs worldwide are experiencing
the detrimental effects similar to
what Floridas Coral Reefs experi-
enced this past summer.

Delta, a global provider of power
and thermal management solu-
tions, focuses on addressing key
environmental issues with innova-
tive technology.

As part of its mission, Delta
has developed a coral restoration
project, in collaboration with the

NMMBA and NMMST, which

aims to restore ten thousand corals

over three years through continued
efforts in propagation and breed-
ing. The MOU establishes Mote as
a key science partner in this coral
restoration project, as it has led
science-based restoration methods
for over 30 years.

“We're pleased to partner and col-
laborate with researchers in Taiwan,
and all around the world, as part of
Mote’s international marine science
diplomacy initiative, that devel-
op and deploy innovative science
and technology to help solve the
many challenges our oceans face,”
said Dr. Michael P. Crosby, Mote
President & CEO.

Global, regional, and local stress-
ors have significantly contributed
to the decline of our coral reef
ecosystems. Living coral cover (the

proportion of the reef covered in
living coral) on Florida’s Coral Reef
is currently between just 1 and 5
percent, dramatically less than just
40 years ago when it was more than
30%. Many factors make a natural
recovery of Floridas Coral Reef
unlikely and nearly impossible on a
timescale relevant to humans. The
recovery of function on Floridas
Coral Reef is likely now entirely
dependent upon adaptive manage-
ment and pro-active science-based
restoration.

Dealing with heat...

After Floridas Coral Reef expe-
rienced record-breaking heat waves
starting in July 2023, with tem-
peratures in adjacent backreef
areas reaching temperatures above
100°F, Mote witnessed its sexu-

rise

ally produced resilient genotypes,
despite the intense stress event, sur-
vived, thrived, and some never even
bleached. Mote is focusing its efforts
on carrying out more surveys of reefs
to get a clearer picture of which cor-
als survived and why, and adjust its
efforts accordingly, while continu-
ing to focus its efforts on expand-
ing upon its comprehensive asexual
and sexual reproduction methods
for producing genetically resilient
coral, and sharing its findings with
partners in Taiwan and around the
world.

“The Delta Foundation sent rep-
resentatives to Mote last year to
observe their coral bleaching rescue
mechanism,” said Ms. Shan-Shan
Guo, Executive Director of the Delta
Environmental and Educational

See Coral, page 2
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Park, from page 1

sentation to the board on turning the park into a privatized commercial attraction. According
to that presentation it would include a possible restaurant, nine-hole mini golf course, splash
pad and an Aerobar. The Aerobar takes residents into the air over 100 feet and rotates them
around.

According to Ride Entertainments presentation, they would maintain the park and it would
also provide the city with a new source of revenue, among other benefits.

Those opposed say they are appalled at the idea of commercializing the park and public
space and also are not in favor of attractions that draw traffic.

Bridge, from page 1
an open house held at St. Armand’s Key Lutheran Church on North Adams Drive last week.

Currently, the Little Ringling Bridge is a two-lane road that does not allow room for two
pedestrians to pass each other due to its narrow width. A new bridge, says FDOT, would allow
for a construction of a wide walking path that would link the wide path on each side of the
bridge. The bridge could also be taller allowing for motorboats underneath to pass.

The existing bridge has no shoulders or designated bike lanes and was built in 1958.

Options include a brand new single bridge or a set of twin bridges with up to 14 feet of
shoulder for bicycles and pedestrians.

FDOT said the cost for replacing the bridge is between $63 million and $72 million.

If the bridge is not replaced and residents and the City do not want a new bridge, the other
option, the no-build plan, is lower-cost but would incur upgrades and maintenance likely every
five years.

Ads that work...

ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

Coral, from page 1

Foundation. “We are honored to officially collaborate with Mote this year and will provide
funding to support researchers at the NMMBA and the NMMST. Additionally, we will send
volunteers from Delta’s coral restoration project to the United States for exchange and learn-
ing. We hope that by enhancing coral bleaching early warning and rescue mechanisms, we can
better prepare for the next coral bleaching event in Taiwan.”

Delta has leveraged its own automation technology, equipment, and corporate volunteers
to contribute to heat-resilient coral research and conservation efforts. Building upon the coral
restoration project’s success, Mote will learn more about these technologies, and how the intu-
ition can incorporate it into its methods.

This MOU, signed by Mote President & CEO Dr. Michael P. Crosby, Ms. Shan-Shan
Guo, Executive Director of the Delta Environmental and Educational Foundation, Te-hao
Chen, Vice Director of the National Museum of Marine Biology & Aquarium and Su-fen
Chen Diretor-general of the National Museum of Marine Science and Technology, sets the
framework for future collaboration between the organizations.

The MOU seeks to:

Establish an international research and public education platform focused on heat-resilient
corals; Organize international training workshops; Conduct follow-up investigation for the
corals in the seas around Florida and regularly share the results; Provide cross-training on
observing and learning about coral early warning systems, coral bleaching restoration and
rescue mechanisms, and the genetic cultivation of heat-resilient corals.; Develop science-based
coral restoration training protocol for volunteers, and international training hubs in Taiwan
and Florida; Develop and implement joint high school experiential learning opportunities and
STEM workforce training for high school and undergraduate students with an emphasis on
coral genetics, ecology and restoration.

This collaboration with Taiwan expands Mote’s International Marine Science Diplomacy
Initiative, as Mote also continues to grow its US Harmful Algal Bloom Control Technologies
Incubator with Japan, Chile and Korea; it’s Global FinPrint project, the world’s largest shark
survey in 58 nations that has resulted in new international trade regulations for these species;
it’s coral reef research in Mozambique; as well as it’s sharks and rays conservation work in
Belize.

N
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LEADING CONDO AND HOME REMODELING SPECIALIST LOCATED ON LONGBOAT KEY!

Moody Blues ...
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Rehabilitated sea turtle “Clarice” set free

On Monday morning, March 18, Mote Marine
Laboratory released a subadult, believed-

female loggerhead sea turtle nicknamed
“Clarice.”

She has been outfitted with a
Passive Integrated Transponder
(PIT) and flipper tags, which pro-
vide identification data for Clarice if
future needs arise. She was released
at Lido Beach and was carried into
the water due to a previous injury
to one of her flippers. Although she
initially swam in the wrong direc-
tion, Clarice, with the help of Mote’s
Turtle Rehabilitation Hospital Staff,
found the sea.

Clarice’s tale began on a Halloween
night, October 31, 2023, when she
was found adrift three miles off the
coast from the Venice Fishing Pier in
Sarasota County. Weighed down by an abundance of epibiota (typically parasitic organisms
that live on other living organisms) and showing signs of anemia (a condition where the blood
lacks healthy red blood cells) and low blood glucose, Clarice was swiftly brought to Mote’s Sea
Turtle Rehabilitation Hospital for care.

Upon her arrival, it became evident that Clarice was suffering from what was suspected to be
debilitated turtle syndrome, a condition where turtles become lethargic and anemic. She was
placed in a rehab pool with shallow water, gradually adjusting to her surroundings. Despite her

weakened state, Clarice showed a spark of resilience by eagerly foraging on capelin and squid.

In the following days and weeks, Clarice’s condition improved steadily. With each passing
day, she became more active, and her tank depth was adjusted accordingly. Mote’s Sea Turtle
Rehabilitation Hospital staff carefully monitored her diet and increased as she regained her
strength. Regular treatments, including antibiotics, iron injections, and deworming, helped in
her recovery process.

Clarice’s progress has been remarkable. After 140 days of dedicated care and rehabilitation,
Clarice has been deemed fit for release. Clarice’s story serves as a testament to the resilience of
these magnificent creatures and the tireless efforts of those committed to their conservation.

“Tagging Clarice before her release was crucial for her future well-being,” said Lynne Byrd,
Mote’s Rehabilitation and Medical Care Manager. “By affixing a PIT tag and flipper tags, Mote

ensures that if Clarice ever requires rescue or encounters any challenges in the ocean, she can

NOW ACCEPTING NEW MEMBERS

Private Beach
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Spa & Wellness Center
Deep-Water Marina
Concierge Services

be your private tour. 941.387.1661 :
mbership@LongboatKeyClub.com. - =

be readily identified and provided with appropriate assistance.”
In an ocean vast and unpredictable, these identification tags serve as her voice, allowing
Mote to continue supporting her journey toward a thriving existence in her natural habitat.
Within Sarasota or Manatee county waters, if you see a stranded or dead sea turtle, dolphin
or whale, please call Mote’s Stranding Investigations Program, a 24-hour response service, at

888-345-2335.
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FditorLetters

Longboar Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboar Key, FL 34228. We also print

letters sent ro Town Hall that address Longboatr Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Library on Longboat

To: Longboat Key Commission

We attended both County Library concept presentations/ input sessions to the Town and are
compelled to offer our observations. The Town’s County partner is in the “Modern” Library
business and does an excellent job at the Selby downtown hub Library and with their regional
libraries.

Their understandable priority mission was evident by their inadequate response to the Town
residents input of adding needed Education programming and Community meeting “enhance-
ments.”

This is not surprising because the County is of course focused on planning for their 8,000
sq ft “Modern” Library which is suited to a semi urban population of all ages. Longboat
Key demos are 82% over 60 and 55% over 70 based on 2022 Census Reporter. Clearly the
“Modern” Library including space for youngsters to work on ideas is not useful to a Seniors
population, for example.

Also, the problem is that the parcel available in the Town Center, is simply not large enough
for the almost 10,000 square feet “Modern” Library with the enlarged but inadequate meeting
space. The revised and elevated building mass will loom over the small Town Green avail-
able space for stage audiences and special events. In short, it is out of scale with the area.
Something has to go.

It is crystal clear that based on a relatively recent Town Resident survey in 2022

and the recent newspaper driven online survey, that there are many different opinions.
However, their are majority opinions that set the top priorities for Adult Continuing Education
and Community meeting space.

So what to do in listening to and acting on Town resident priorities? Build the requested and
needed Education and Community Meeting Center. In addition, include a small Library book
distribution and return counter for books ordered on the County Library website for periodic
delivery and pick up at the Community Center facility.

This service is available and will save the County money while providing mobile Library
service to island residents.

There is another popular option to keep the Town Center green space open to provide
adequate space for unlimited fun and HIGH USE events i.e. seasonal Holiday events, music
festivals, art shows, craft shows, car shows, boat shows, the weekly Market Place, concerts,
plays, charity events, etc., etc. and adequate space for mobile food and beverage offerings.

In that case, repurpose the existing Library site next to Town Hall for the Education and

SAVE!
35% off
Banded Shades

SHUTTERS ® ROLLER & SOLAR SHADES
BLINDS » CUSTOM DRAPERIES & CORNICES
Visit our Showroom 941-360-9200

4201 N. Washington Blvd. Sarasota
Mon-Fri9 am to 5 pm & Sat 10 am to 2 pm

www.blindsanddesignsofflorida.com
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Sandwiches & Salads | Homemade Soups
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)¥ Easter At Harry‘s
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Pick up March 30th
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Harry’s Restaurant Easter Brunch 9am - 2pm
Lunch Special Menu 11am - 3pm :
Roast Leg of Lamb L T
Baked Ham with Rum Raisin Sauce
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Breakfast | Brunch | Lunch | Dinner | Catering | Gourmet Deli & Bakery | Corner Store
www.HarrysKitchen.com ¢« 5600 Gulf of Mexico Drive * 941-383-0777

Community meeting space.

Last but not least, the Town and County should always be close partners in protecting and
providing services to residents. However, this Library “partnership” is fundamentally and foun-
dationally at cross purposes considering Longboat residents’ “spoken” and researched priority
needs vs. a relatively large “Modern” Library. Town Center Green available land is limited.

Good partnerships must have common goals and objectives and resident feedback priorities
say that we don’t have the same priorities in this case.

Given the very large tax contribution Sarasota County receives from half of LBK

there should be a contribution from the County to help finance our Education and
Community meeting space and the Library book distribution facility.

Finally, our Town Center should be totally owned and operated by the Town of LBK for
obvious reasons.

Please give serious consideration to this approach and stick to the residents® opinions on
Town Center priorities. A County “Modern” Library is not at the top of Longboat Key resi-
dent’s priority list. If you proceed on this course no one is going to be happy with the result
because the highest and best favored use of our Town Center land will not be achieved.

Simply put, first things first, please. Thank you for your consideration and service.

Bob and Shannon Gault

Longboat Key

Water quality restoration success stories - New York/New
Jersey Harbor

To: Longboat Key Commission, Sarasota City Commission

As you well know — or at least you should know — our water quality in Sarasota Bay has
improved over the past four years, such that FDEP no longer considers us “impaired” for
nutrients in any of the open waters of the bay. That happened, we believe, because our local
stakeholders have already completed and/or initiated $300 million in stormwater retrofit and
wastewater upgrade projects. Those projects have, we believe, already allowed us to reach our
20% pollutant load reduction goal, which was set back in 2021. When the 2024 seagrass maps
come out next year, we are anticipating substantial improvements — my bet is that we will see
at least 800 acres of new seagrass meadows between the 2022 and 2024 maps.

But we're not alone in this — there are other success stories out there as well, and how they
got the results they achieved is worthy of review and consideration.

Earlier this year, EPA asked me to serve as an ex-officio reviewer of the progress being made
by the New York / New Jersey Harbor Estuary Program (NYNJHEP). So far, I've focused most
of my review on how they have documented and communicated the same issues as we have —
is water quality getting better, and how do we know that? And I gotta tell you, 'm damned
impressed by the progress they’re making there.

First off, the graphic below shows the percent of water samples that had low levels of dis-
solved oxygen (aka hypoxia). For this plot, the downward trend is good news —

Note how the step changes (decreases) are often linked to actions related to wastewater
upgrades and/or expansions — just like our nutrient reductions in Sarasota Bay are related to
getting our spills under control.

With fewer wastewater issues, the water should be cleaner from a pathogen standpoint,
as well. Well, this might surprise many folks, but the waters of Lower New York Bay and
Jamaica Bay typically meet our bathing beach standards for enterococci bacteria, and much of
the Raritan River and Bay, Upper New York Bay and the East River and Western Long Island
Sound meet Florida’s Class 3 marine waters standards as well. The beaches of Coney Island and

See Letters, page 6
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Presented by sopranos Pamela Snauwaert and Alexa Lowrey, and baritone
Dennis Piermont (composer) who will also accompany on classical guitar.

EASTER DAY SERVICE
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N\ “Fools for Love” /e
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Visitors & Residents Welcome ¢ Childcare Available
Watch any service via livestream at: www.bit.ly/cclbksermons
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YOUR LUXURY PROPERTY SPECIALISTS

R i :
6609 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Coastal-inspired elevated pool home. This North Longboat Key 4 bedroom, 4 bath, 4,132 sf home with private beach access
features views of the Gulf of Mexico and sunsets from wide covered decks and the third-level widow’s walk. The main
level is ideal for family gatherings and entertaining with ample seating in the kitchen, living room, dining area and wet
bar. All bedrooms have ensuite baths. The Gulf of Mexico facing glass sliders open to an expansive balcony with a gas grill
overlooking the pool, spa and lush array of mature tropical trees and landscaping.

1,100,000

q
569 BAYVIEW DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
100 ft. x 100 ft. canal front homesite in Sleepy Lagoon. Great location — perfect balance between beach/ICW. Updated
seawall and 10,000 Ib. lift. Topographical survey and geo-technical engineering reports available.

waltergrouprealestate.com

STEVE WALTER

941.809.0907
Steve@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

JANET WALTER

941.232.2000
Janet@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

Michael Saunders & Company.

LICEMSED REAL ESTATE BROKER

370 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #432 | LONGBOAT KEY
Delight in scenic views of Sarasota Bay in this custom-designed 4-bedroom, 4.5-bathroom PENTHOUSE in the gated resort-
style Tangerine Bay community on the southernmost tip of Longboat Key. the spacious condominium features soaring ceilings,
skylight, great room with gas fireplace, marble gallery for displaying artwork, and private gated courtyard. All bedrooms are
ensuite. Sliding glass doors in the primary suite and great room open to a tiled terrace where you can start your day with a cup
of coffee while watching the sunrise. An additional west-facing terrace boasts stunning sunset views.

1211 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #805 | LONGBOAT KEY
Enjoy the Gulf views from this 8th Floor Promenade condominium, offering
2-bedroom, 2-bath, an open floorplan, and a primary bedroom suite with
balcony access. Resort living at Promenade is a discerning experience on the

beach of Longboat Key!

$4,495,000

648 BAYVIEW DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Boater’s dream property on oversized (19,994 sf) rarely available cul-de-sac end lot with a brand new 320-foot seawall lo-
cated in Sleepy Lagoon, on the north end of Longboat Key. This location offers fantastic panoramic views of Bishops Bayou
and the ICW. Situated on nearly a half-acre lot is a 3-bedroom, 4,157 sq. ft. home, which could be renovated or removed
creating a build site for an incredible custom home.

2110 HARBOURSIDE DR., #547 | LONGBOAT KEY
Delight in captivating bay vistas in this well-maintained 2,039 sq. ft.
condominium in The Atrium, situated in Fairway Bay in the gated
community of Bay Isles. This 3-bedroom, 2-bath residence features many
updates, and floor-to-ceiling sliding glass doors to the southeast-facing
terrace, showcasing gorgeous views of Sarasota Bay and the city skyline.
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Rockaway Beach regularly meet the same bathing beach standards for enterococci bacteria as
we have in Florida — which maybe T'll take advantage of when I'm next up there.

Quite a bit of our focus in Sarasota Bay is on nutrient management, and like us, the
NYNJHEP focuses on nitrogen. Well, they've also got good news (expected, based on the
sewage projects) in terms of nitrogen concentrations declining over time —

In terms of trash/debris, the Clean Shores program in New Jersey shows a remarkable
improvement over the past 30 years — especially considering the highly urbanized watershed!

The NYC region has MUCH more industrial activity than anywhere in Florida. And while
problems still exist, look at the great trends for reduced levels of PCBs in fish over the past
few decades.

To be sure, there are still problems that their watershed has to deal with. Climate change
is raising water temperatures, and it is unknown how their built and living shorelines will be
able to handle the accelerated rates of sea level rise we (and they) are experiencing the last few
decades. And there are challenges in terms of some of their wildlife populations. But there
is progress being made on a number of issues in what is the most densely populated part of
the country.

To leave you with one last bit of interesting information, the report that I reviewed to get
all this information included this picture, what appears to be a Humpback Whale in the New
York Bight, with lower Manhattan in the background!

During the years of 2017 and 2018, researchers documented 73 whale sightings, dolphins
and porpoises were documented over 300 times, and researchers also documented sea turtles,
sharks and rays in the New York Bight and Lower New York Bay.

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING & HEARING
ORDINANCE 2024-06
MARCH 26, 2024 - 9:15 AM

Please take notice that a public meeting and hearing of the Town of
Longboat Key’s Planning and Zoning Board will be held to consider proposed
modifications to Title 15, Land Development Code, Chapter 158, Zoning
Code, of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Longboat Key, as more
particularly set forth in Ordinance 2024-06:

ORDINANCE 2024-06

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY, FLORIDA, MODIFYING
AND AMENDING TITLE 15 LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, CHAPTER
158: ZONING CODE; MODIFYING AND AMENDING SECTION 158.114,
PERSONAL WIRELESS SERVICE FACILITY DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF ORDINANCES
IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

The public hearing before the Planning and Zoning Board on proposed
Ordinance 2024-06 will be held on March 26, 2024, at 9:15 a.m., or as soon
thereafter as may be heard, in the Town Commission Chambers at Town
Hall, 501 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, Florida.

All interested persons may appear and be heard with respect to proposed
Ordinance 2024-06. Copies of Ordinance 2024-06 and related material
associated with the amendment may be viewed at the Planning, Zoning &
Building Department, 501 Bay Isles Road, between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
weekdays prior to the hearing. Questions may be directed to the Planning,
Zoning & Building Department at 316-1966. The proposed amendment will
affect property within the corporate boundaries of the Town of Longboat
Key as shown on the map appearing at the bottom of this advertisement.

No verbatim record by a certified court reporter is made of these
proceedings. Accordingly, any person who may seek to appeal any decision
involving the matters noticed herein will be responsible for making a
verbatim record of the testimony and evidence at these proceedings upon
which any appeal is to be based (see Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes).
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 286.26,
Florida Statutes, persons needing a special accommodation to participate
in this proceeding should contact the Town Clerk’s office at 941-316-1999
seventy-two (72) hours in advance of this proceeding. If you are hearing
impaired, please call 941-316-8719.

David Green, Chair
Planning and Zoning Board
Published: 03/22/2024
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If the stakeholders throughout the highly urbanized and industrialized watersheds of the
NYNJHEP can bring about the recovery that theyve seen over the past few decades, there’s
no reason why we here in Sarasota Bay’s watershed have to let our hard-earned water quality
improvements slip away from us over the next few decades.

It’s all about knowing the literature, learning from experience, and then making choices. We
could have chosen not to invest like we did to improve our bay, but we decided to spend what
needed to be spent to bring us this cleaner and healthier bay we're now experiencing. Similarly,
we could decide to do nothing more, and have this hard-earned success slip away from us again.
Or we could decide that future population growth and increased urbanization are not going to
doom us to degraded water quality.

On a personal note, I love NYC. My wife was born in the Bronx, we've spent many of our
family vacations up there, and my daughter is up there for spring break this week, enjoying the
city. Despite a post-Covid increase in property crimes, It’s still a much safer city than it was in
the 1970s to mid-1990s, as I can attest, having been mugged a few blocks from Times Square
back in the mid-1980s. Not only is it safer than it was 30 years ago, but its water quality is
much cleaner as well.

Good news for those of us who know and love that city and proof that we should be able
to handle the impacts of future growth here in Sarasota Bay without letting our recent success
slip away from us.

Dave Tomasko

Executive Director

Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

Water quality restoration success stories - New York/New
Jersey Harbor

To: Sarasota Bay Estuary Program Director Dave Tomasko

Thanks for sharing this very informative article. As a coastal New Jersey native with strong
ties to the area, I can attest (anecdotally at least) that the waters off NY/N]J are getting better.
It’s not at all unusual to see whales in late summer from the beach or on a ferry ride from New
Jersey into New York. This past winter seals were spotted in abundance in the bay off Sandy
Hook. Good news indeed.

Debra Williams

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Water quality restoration success stories - New York/New

Jersey Harbor

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Debra Williams
As someone raised across the river from Washington DC
(Alexandria, VA) I've also seen the evidence of a widespread improvement in water quality in

Its very cool to see that!

the Potomac River during my lifetime. There are success stories out there.
Dave Tomasko
Executive Director
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

Demographics

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Debra Williams

About 7,500 people remain on Longboat after season. The median age is 71. Season lasts
for approximately four months, with a shoulder month at the beginning and end of season.

For about half the year the island population is quite small. Perhaps too small to be a viable
base for a library or education center.

I am under the impression that the current learning program does not operate in off-season.
If so, I suspect lack of students may be the reason.

Of the 7,500 off-season residents, a large proportion may be younger and workers during
the day, unable to avail themselves of town facilities.

I believe any pole taken during season may not accurately reflect the year-round demograph-
ics of the island. No one wants an empty edifice in the middle of the town center.

Gene Jaleski

Longboat Key

Comments on FDOT Public Workshop

for the LBK Pass Bridge PS&E Study

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin

I wanted to tell you how much my family appreciated you coming to the bridge meeting and
the time you spent and recommendations you shared about reaching out to the Commission.
You spent time talking to my mom and dad, aunt, cousins, neighbors, wife and myself.

We've already hosted Commissioner Karon, because it’s her district I wanted to ensure she
knew the issues before it was raised at the town meeting. She recommended Howard come out
to the property as well and I would love to have you visit too. If you have time before the town
meeting to stop by please let me know. I want to make sure folks are able to see the impact
and speak to the issue.

Ben Ghosh

Longboat Key

Comments on FDOT Public Workshop f

or the LBK Pass Bridge PS&E Study

To: Ben Ghosh

My pleasure Ben, your family was a delight. I will check on this and get back to you later
this evening.

Gary Coffin

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

See Letters, page 7
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Comments on FDOT Public Workshop

for the LBK Pass Bridge PS&E Study

To: Ben Ghosh

Your observations and experiences are well presented and clear. I am meeting with our Town
Manager today and will address your issues with him. I am not an engineer, nor did I play
one on any of my uncles productions, but we will get back to you with FDOTS response and
concerns. Again that you for you attention to detail on this project, and your genuine interest.

Gary Coffin

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Comments on FDOT Public Workshop

for the LBK Pass Bridge PS&E Study

To: Ben Ghosh

Great. Howard Tipton and Isaac are coming Thursday the 28th at 2 p.m. If you can come
during that time I think it would be useful for you to all be on the same page. I'll visit on
Thursday the 28th of March if that will work for you. If you can call me tomorrow we can
work out the details.

Gary Coffin

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Home Rule Hero Award

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Penny Gold

Congratulations again on receiving the FLC Home Rule Hero Award!

Home Rule Hero Awards will be presented at the ManaSota League of Cities meeting
Thursday, May 9 at 9:30 am. The meeting will take place at the Town of Longboat Key
Chamber, 501 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228. Please RSVP with Gail Loeffler
(gloeffler@longboatkey.org) whether you are able to attend the meeting. There may be a cost
associated to attend the meeting. If you are not attending, please let us know and we will leave
your award with Gail Loeffler to present to you at another time.

Brenda Jones

Legislative Coordinator

Florida League of Cities, Inc.

Home Rule Hero Award

To: Legislative Coordinator Florida League of Cities Brenda Jones

This is my RSVP for the Longboat Key Home Town Hero’s presentation on May 9. I will
be there. Thank you very much.

Penny Gold, Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Traffic amusement

To: Longboat Key Commissin

We did not include any comments about the proposed amusement park at KT Park at the
southern end of the Key in our goals and objectives, but we did discuss objections to it briefly
on our last LBK North call.

As we look to evaluate the proposed entertainment center’s impact on traffic we should

thoroughly consider the major expansion of tourism on AMI over the last 5 years (most
houses now are weekly rentals and hold multiple visiting families). The number of cars that
will travel south on GMD mid morning from AMI to the amusement park and return in the
late afternoon will only exacerbate an already dreadful traffic situation (2:30-7:30pm) on the
northern half of the Key.

Maureen Merrigan

Longboat Key

Traffic amusement

To: Maureen Merrigan (and Longboat Key North)

Excellent point regarding potential traffic from AMI to proposed KT Park/Ride Amusements,
and no doubt people coming from AMI was one of the factors that Ride Entertainment fac-
tored into their numbers for the proposal. It would be interesting to see an un-biased traffic
study for this proposed project.

Debra Williams

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

County information
To: Longboat Key Town Clerk Trish Shinkle

See Letters, page 8
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Is it possible to calculate the total amount of taxes that the residents have paid into the
county school system for the just the past six years, and also the total number of students that
have used it? I believe that exact comparison would give us some factual information to help
with the decision process.

Gary Coffin

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

County information

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin

I am forwarding to Sue Smith who may have a contact in both Counties to determine if she
can get that information for you.

Trish Shinkle

Town Clerk

Town of Longboat Key

County information

To: Longboat Key Town Clerk Trish Shinkle

I think it’s best to do a public records request for both counties, especially for six years.

We have estimated or backed into the tax dollars because the homestead exemption is dif-
ferent for schools than our regular taxable value. I have had to request the number of students
from the school administration offices in the past. I can only locate 2023 school children

LER’S RIDE!
: P
EBikes and Cycles

The area’'s LARGEST SELECTION of quality electric bicycles.
We will custom fit you to your E bike to match your riding style.

423 Suwanee Ave., Sarasota, Florida

L1 ebikesandcycles.com Q (941)531-2453

2510 1st Street
Bradenton, FL 34208
(941) 748-4679

4551 N Washington Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34234
(941) 355-8437

counts which I had requested last July.
These are the people who responded.
42 students - Barber, Michael barberm@manateeschools.net
39 students - Butters Lori Lori.Butters@sarasotacountyschools.net
The email attached is when Sandi did the calculation.
Sue Smith
Finance Director

Town of Longboat Key

Crosswalk

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

Tip, is there such a thing as a dedication or grand opening for crosswalk activation?? Sounds
crazy I know, but this for the residents of Country Club Shores is a big deal and I thought it
would be of some interest to some of them if there was something to recognize its activation.
Also to sincerely thank the state for their assistance in providing it.

Gary Coffin

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Crosswalk

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin

Well, I can say I've not been to one before but I understand what you're saying and we could
accomplish both (recognition for CCS pedestrian safety and a thank you to FDOT). We have
another crosswalk being installed at Bayfront Park but one dedication should be able to serve
both locations. We'll reach out to FDOT and see what they think. Thanks for the suggestion.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Crosswalk

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Wow, we will be expanding our horizons,,,good to great
Gary Coffin

Commissioner, Town of Longboat Key

Ken Thompson Park Commercialization

To: Longboat Key Commission, Sarasota City Commission
The proposed plan to turn our neighboring Ken Thompson Park into a strange combina-

See Letters, page 11

Ads that work...
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Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

Address Sq. Ft. List Price Bed/Bath/Half Bath Days On Market  Sale Price
4651 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#102 4,007 $5,650,000 4 5 1 246 $5,650,000
609 YAWL LN 2,931 $5,500,000 4 3 0 0 $5,500,000
3527 FAIR OAKS LN 4,154 $2,595,000 4 4 1 124 $2,547,500
3040 GRAND BAY BLVD Unit#221 2,925 $2,330,000 3 3 1 196 $2,180,000
350 NORTH SHORE RD 1,878 $1,850,000 3 3 0 11 $1,800,000
747 MARBURY LN 2,353 $1,450,000 3 2 0 22 $1,350,000
5635 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#201 1,886 $1,349,000 3 2 0 8 $1,230,000
370 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#415 2,480 $1,195,000 3 2 1 130 $1,100,000
370 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#416 2,476 $1,090,000 3 3 1 30 $975,000
4540 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#PH]1 1,561 $860,000 2 2 0 148 $837,500
1945 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#M2-210 928 $749,000 2 2 0 8 $715,000
515 SUTTON PL Unit#T8 1,450 $575,000 3 2 1 81 $550,000
1955 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#G6-202 1,257 $499,000 2 2 0 209 $490,000
160 BRYANT DR 5,783 $8,995,000 4 4 1 4 $8,995,000
2052 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR Unit#W301 4,229 $4,999,000 4 4 1 150 $4,800,000
1102 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR Unit#408 1,213 $899,000 2 2 0 65 $830,000
767 JOHN RINGLING BLVD Unit#23DOVE 612 $449,000 1 1 0 50 $395,000

RHINELANDER RS
941-685-3590 ENDLESS WATER VIEWS
585 GUNWALE LANE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $6,900,000

Welcome to your slice of paradise on Longboat Key! This stunning end-lot property isn’t just a home—it’s an experience
waiting to be embraced. Imagine waking up to breathtaking panoramic views of the Bay, the city skyline, and the iconic
Ringling Bridge greeting you from every window! Boasting an impressive 243 feet of water frontage, with 118 feet directly
CO U RTN EY on the open Bay and an additional 125 feet along the canal, this home offers unrivaled access to the waterfront lifestyle.
The boat mooring, lift, and dock are strategically positioned on the canal side, ensuring your prized watercraft stays safe and

TA RAN TI N O secure while preserving your unobstructed bay views. Plus, with deep sailboat water and weather protection, you can enjoy

your aquatic adventures worry-free, year-round.
941-893-7203

courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

"\ COLDWELL
BANKER

443F John Ringling Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34236

Ads that work... ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200
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The following are actual police reports as written by Longboar Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and ro protect privacy.

Mar. 15

Driver’s license

9:02 a.m.

Officer Pescuma responded to a vehicle with a canceled driver’s license. Officer
Pescuma conducted a traffic stop at the 4900 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive,
upon making contact with the driver the officer advised her of the reason for the
stop. She said that she knew that her driver’s license was suspended/canceled and
handed the officer a Florida ID card. She said she knew she should not be driving.
Officer Pescuma advised the woman that she cannot driver until she gets her driv-
er’s license reinstated. Officer Pescuma issued a criminal citation for operating while driver’s
license is canceled with knowledge. Additional citations were issued for having no insurance
on file. The woman made arrangements for another person with a valid driver’s license to pick
her and the vehicle up from the location. Case clear.

Mar. 16

Wants and Warrants

2:54 p.m.

Officer Connors while on marine patrol in the area of Linley Street boat ramp, observed a
bow line in danger of fouling the propeller. Officer Connors immediately recognized the boat
and operator as U.S. Coast Guard Special Agent McGowan. The Special Agent advised that
the boat operator had two active felony warrants. They were a felony in possession of firearm
and a criminal possession of a weapon. Officer Connors advised the man to navigate the b oat
away from the nearby anchored sailboats to deeper water in close proximity to the Linley Street
Dock, put his vessel in neutral and retrieve the line. At that time, the man put his vessel in neu-
tral and went forward to retrieve the line. Officer Connors advised the man that he was going
to conduct a vessel safety check and would come along side. The man requested to anchor his
vessel upon nis own will. At that point, knowing that the man was distracted by anchoring his
boat, Officer Connors was quickly able to retrieve Officer Pescuma from the nearby dock, and
come along the port side of the man’s vessel. As the man was returning aft along the port side
from anchoring his vessel, Officer Connors advised the man to step down the Longboat Key
Police vessel. At that time, Officer Connors immediately handcuffed, searched him for weap-
ons and detained the man. Officer Connors informed the man the reason for being detained.
The man was provided a life vest while handcuffed and transported to the boat dock. The
boat was towed to the nearby boat dock and with the assistance of Officer Pescuma, Officer
Ramsier, Officer Swinford and Sgt. Butler, the boat was secured via dock lines and the man
was escorted off the marine vessel to the dock. The man gave permission to a friend to take
custody of the vessel. Sarasota Special Agent Baker, was notified and responded to the scene.
Special Agent Baker provided a copy of the warrant. Officer Pescuma transported the man to
the Manatee County Jail. Case clear.

Graffiti

6:16 p.m.

Sgt. Montfort was dispatched to a report of a criminal mischief complaint underneath the
Longboat Pass Bridge. It was further reported that graffiti was located along with a rope hang-
ing from the bridge. Sgt. Montfort patrolled the area and observed graffiti underneath the
bridge on the pilings that has been present for some time. Moreover, the rope hanging from
the bridge was removed by Sgt. Montfort. Sgt. Montfort did not wish to make contact with
law enforcement. Case clear.

Driver’s license

11:50 p.m.

Officer Ferrigine received a license plate reader alert for a suspended driver’s license. Officer
Ferrigine was alerted via the stationary camera at Bay Isles Parkway southbound on Gulf of

OPPERS

Of Sarasota County
See Something @ Say Something

It Pays To Report Criminal Activity - Anonymously
Cash Reward up to $5,000.00

(For tips that lead to an arrest)

TIP LINE 941-366-TIPS (8477)

pd by CSTF

Download our FREE mobile app

pd by CSTF

Mexico Drive. Officer Ferrigine located the vehicle and conducted a traffic stop in
the 400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive. Officer Ferrigine made contact with the
driver who advised she did not have a valid driver’s license. While Officer Ferrigine
was talking to the driver, Officer Ferrigine smelled a strong odor of marijuana ema-
nating from the vehicle. Officer Ferrigine advised both the driver and passenger of
the vehicle to exit the vehicle so the officer can conduct a vehicle search. Officer
Ferrigine conducted his search of the vehicle and was negative for any narcotics.
The passenger of the vehicle was the registered owner of the vehicle, and he had an
open alcoholic container on his floor board. The passenger was issued a traffic cita-
tion for open container and the driver was issued one citation for speeding going
48 in a 35 mph zone and a criminal citation for no driver’s license. The driver stated she did
not have a valid driver’s license. Case clear.

Mar. 18

Suspicious person

9:14 a.m.

Officer Miklos and Sgt. Puccio were dispatched to the dumpster of the Lazy Lobster, 5400
block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to a suspicious person going through the dumpster.
Upon arrival, Officer Miklos came into contact with the man who was collecting bait for fish-
ing purposes. Sgt. Puccio made contact with the Lazy Lobster manager who advised he had no
problem with the person and was unsure who called. Officer Miklos made contact with the
complainant at the florist shop. Officer Miklos advised her that the man had permission to be
in the dumpster. The man was checked for wants and warrants with negative results. Case clear.

Stolen golf cart

9:40 a.m.

Officer Miklos was dispatched to Jackson Way in reference to a stolen golf cart. Upon arrival,
Officer Miklos came into contact with the complainant who advised she located the golf cart
at Lands End. Officer Miklos followed the complainants to Lands End where the golf cart was
parked in a driveway. The complainant confirmed that the golf cart belonged to her. Officer
Miklos made contact with a resident who advised she was unsure who’s golf cart was parked in
her driveway. Officer Miklos contacted the complainant and provided an update. At this time,
Officer Miklos d]did not observe a key in the golf cart. The complainant advised she was on a
bike ride and would retrieve the golf cart when she returned. Case clear.

Mar. 20

Fraudulent tag

3:29 p.m.

Sgt. Montfort while on beach patrol, observed a gray Ford Mustang parked at the beach
access to Geer Island. Sgt. Montfort further observed that the vehicle was bearing a fraudulent
Texas Temporary Buyer’s tag. Sgt. Montfort observed that the license plate. Sgt. Montfort
observed that the license plate did not possess the required ‘QR’ code which is on all Texas
Temporary Buyer’s Tags. Moreover, a FCIC/NCIC/NLETS check revealed the vehicle was not
registered in the state of Texas. Sgt. Butler and Sgt. Montfort conducted various other database
searches with negative results. The officers then made contact with the driver who was from
England and in the area for vacations. The woman said she had rented the vehicle through
a third party app Turo. The woman provided officers with her cellphone which revealed the
vehicle rental was legitimate and she had no knowledge about the fraudulent license plate. Sgt.
Montfort then made contact with the rental company and spoke to the owner who said that
the license plate on the vehicle should be a New Jersey plate and someone must have stolen
his license plate. Furthermore, the owner said he was in possession of a second New Jersey
license plate and proceeded to Longboat Key to put it on the vehicle. Sgt. Montfort seized the
fraudulent license plate which showed the proper license plate being affixed to the vehicle and
hitting on multiple LPRs in the tri county area. The owner was advised to contact his local law
enforcement in regard to his missing license plate. Case clear.
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tion of golf course/zip line trail/beer-swilling tower and who
knows what else, made it to the front page of today’s Herald-
Tribune. The story is extremely relevant to our community
and very much worth reading. The text is pasted below and
a PDF is attached. If you were here last week to witness the
continuous traffic jam from the Longboat Key bridge to
downtown--without an amusement park in our backyard--we
need say no more.

If you agree that the proposed commercialization should
be withdrawn from consideration by the City of Sarasota
Commission, please take a few minutes today to tell our lead-
ers that Ken Thompson Park must stay green, free and open to
all. Follow these steps and they will get the message:

1. Send an email to the five City Commissioners and
Parks & Recreation Board by highlighting and copying their
addresses (blue type below) and pasting them into the “To”
line of your email window.

2. Type:  Vote No to Ken Thompson Park commercializa-
tion in the subject line.

3. Type as much as you wish in the body of your email, or
paste: I am a homeowner in Lido Shores and urge you to
vote against further consideration of the Ken Thompson Park
commercialization plan. We must all work together to keep
this unique City asset green, free and open to all.

Hit send and our Commissioners and the Parks &
Recreation Advisory Board will see your concerns. This is one
of the most important issues facing Lido Shores. Please make
your thoughts known.

Lido Shores Property Owners Association Board

Sarasota

Ken Thompson Park
Commercialization article

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

Hello, Howard. LSPOA emailed the following letter to our
members this morning. Please feel free to change text to suit
Town of LBK and send out if you wish. We plan a peaceful
protest before Thursday’s PREP meeting.

Elliott Himelfarb

Longboat Key

Ken Thompson Park

Commercialization article

To: Longboat Key Commission

You may have already received the below email from Elliot
Himelfrab, but just in case this is for your information.

We can discuss at the 3/25 workshop what youd like to do
in terms of communication regarding the City of Sarasota’s
Parks, Recreation, & Environmental Protection Advisory
Board meeting on April 18th.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Ken Thompson Park

Commercialization article

To: Michael Renick

Seaplace owners may want to weigh in on this idea of a
privately owned amusement park at Ken Thompson Park.
The traffic issues alone should make this a non-starter, but...
it’s Sarasota, so you never know. They may well decide to give
away this public park unless there a public outcry in opposi-
tion.

Penny Gold

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Meeting

To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown

I hope your day is going well. The Ken Thompson Park
proposal will be presented during the PREP Board Meeting
on Thursday, April 18 at 5:30 pm in the Commission
Chambers.

New Business (Limited to 15 minutes each item), Ken
Thompson Park Proposal Presentation — Jeff Koffman of Ride
Entertainment.

Jerry Fogle

Parks and Recreation Director

City of Sarasota

Whitney Plaza - LBK North Learning
Center

To: Longboat Key Commission

This is the latest version of the buildout for the Whitney
Plaza Learning Center provided by the Manatee County

Project Manager Simona Brinkman. She wanted me to know
(and T’ll share) that the County is building out the facility
and the School Board is tasked with the FF&E and vending
machine (if desired). The biggest difference in this plan that
I see is that it creates a better space for the art programming
opportunities.

Maureen had shared that she was working to connect Dr.
Gansemer (MTC Director and the School’s lead on this proj-
ect) with Educational Center’s Susan Goldfarb and others to
explore possible synergy for offering classes on the north end.

At this point, they’re still planning on opening late summer/
early fall. Great efforts from the County, School Board, and
community to pull this concept together to create additional
space options for arts, culture and education.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Affordable housing

To: Mackenzie Grimes

Please convey my appreciation to SURE leadership for its
recognition of the City of Sarasota’s efforts to spur develop-
ment of “Affordable Housing” in the City.

The City is receiving letters of intent from developers in
response to the recently-passed zoning amendments which
increased the permissible density of a residential or mixed-
use project if it includes at least 11% affordable units. As
these projects are completed, I expect housing affordability

Life in
PARADISE!-

\
WINDWARD BAY

4870 GULF OF MEXICO DR,, #V-12
LONGBOAT KEY, FL

This end unit Villa, with great beach to
bay access, features ample windows
that allow views of Sarasota Bay. Grill §
on your patio before heading to the
beaches to witness some of the most
breathtaking sunsets and mesmerizing
turquoise water. You could also get
in your boat and head out on the
water for some fishing or dolphin and
manatee watching. Windward Bay has |
two marinas with 28 boat and jet ski
slips, and 26 acres of grounds.

2BR/2BA | 973 SF
Don’t miss out!

You will want to call this your next
home. CALL US TODAY!

mi ’
witgen —

Earl Larson & Tryla Brown Larson

to improve for two reasons. In addition to the mandated
units for residents earning less than 120% AMI, the density
increase can triple or quadruple the number of homes pro-
vided - significantly raising the supply to meet the demand.

I believe the City of Sarasota is doing what it has to do
to address the need for housing for (what I call) people on a
budget. But we need SURE’s help.

I am reaching out to ask for SURE’s help changing
people’s hearts and minds. During my short tenure as City
Commissioner, citizens have communicated their opposition
to locating rental projects with even a small percentage of
affordable units adjacent to their neighborhoods. (I use the
word “adjacent” rather than “in” because citizen response
hasn’t been welcoming of the newcomers).

Every citizen comment has expressed strong support for
increasing the supply of affordable housing, but protecting
their families is a higher priority. Nevertheless, I believe their
fears are driven by incorrect or out-of-date information and
failure to acknowledge that ways to prevent potential prob-
lems exist.

Concerns expressed include:

Renters: e.g., poorly maintained property, increased crime,
reduced property values, dangerous strangers/transients

Increased density: e.g., dangerous traffic speeding through
neighborhood, increased traffic causes delays, competition for
parking spaces, noise

Poor people: e.g., increased crime, bring chaos and disor-

See Letters, page 12

SARASOTA AND ISLAND LIVING

941-962-1122

TrylaBrownLarson.com

/TrylaBrownLarson

Michael Saunders &

LICEMNSED REAL ESTATE BROKER
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der, wealthier neighbors become robbery targets

Although government can provide facts to counter these concerns, changing hearts and
minds is really a task for the faith community. I hope SURE will step up to address this need.
Please share this request with the pastors.

Debbie Trice

City Commissioner

City of Sarasota

Pedestrian safety at the crossing

of Tamiami and Blvd. of Arts

To: Sarasota City Mayor Liz Alpert

I am delighted to have met you at the Harvard Alumni event yesterday and applaud your
resilience in pursuit of civic service, and, know a fun fact about you; your abilities as dancer!

As I mentioned to you, recently, a few of us were almost hit by a car on the junction of
Tamiami and Blvd of Arts (BOA). We were crossing to go to the Park during the pedestrian
light and the car was turning left at the same time. Mine is not an isolated case and I would be
happy to send you a dozen or more similar instances from others.

You mentioned that the City had considered a roundabout there but did not proceed. Is
there a possibility of making a crosswalk with pedestrian lights directly from May Lane to cross
Tamiami Trail into the Bay Park? It would be a cheap option. It would also take care of issues
of walking on narrow sidewalks flanking speeding cars and inadequate lighting from May Lane

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER

Join the fun!
10 OPEN COURTS | TOURNAMENT PLAY | LESSONS

FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

Lj ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE Lj
‘ CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS ‘

‘- OPEN MON-FRI 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM ‘

SAT-SUN 7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

590 BAY ISLES ROAD | LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367

ONE EYE JACKS
POKER ROOM

70 TVS - SIMULCASTING

Wotch and wager on
thoroughtired & grevhound
tracks from goross the country

LIVEACTION CASH GAMES
TEXAS HOLD "EM
DAILY & MONTHLY 7 CARD STUD + OMAHA

TOURNAMENTS

VEGAS STYLE GAMES

ULITIMATE TEXAS HOLD ‘EM
WILD STUD 3-CARD
FACE UP PAI-GOW

HIGH HAND
PAYOUT SPECIALS

DINING AVAILABLE - ENTREES, HANDHELDS, PIZZAS, SALADS

4404 BEE RIDGE RD SUNDAY: NOON - MIDNIGHT WWW.SKCPOKER.COM
SARASOTA, FL 34233 MON-SAT: 10:00AM - 2:00AM 941-355-7744 EXT 1001

along Tamiami up to Blvd. of Arts which deters people from walking to evening performances
at Van Wezel and activities at the Bay Park.

This problem is going to get worse. There is bound to be more pedestrian and automobile
traffic with all the residential construction in Rosemary district and development of the Bay.
So, I would urge you to request the City to revisit the pedestrian safety and accessibility to the
Bay Park and all it has to offer the residents of Sarasota.

I am taking the liberty to copy AG Lafley in this request. Last week, he spoke to our build-
ing residents about the fabulous plans for Phase 2 & 3, for Sarasota’s “One Park for All”. He
showed sensitivity for the traffic and pedestrian access to the park and I believe he understands
the concerns I have raised.

BTW, I am trying to have the Park introduce communal genres of dance given my fondness
for dancing and teaching it in the past.

Looking forward to seeing you at “Take a Walk on Park Day”.

Raji Patel

Sarasota

Pedestrian safety at the crossing

of Tamiami and Blvd. of Arts

To: Raji Patel

As I mentioned to you when we met, we are aware of the need to provide a better pedestrian
experience at that intersection. I have copied the city manager so that the appropriate city staff
can respond with what is being considered for that intersection.

Liz Alpert

Mayor

City of Sarasota

SELL YOUR CAR!

Fast - Easy - Safe
We Come To You
Call or text now for

INSTANT CASH
941-270-4400

HoHoBuysCars.com
Over 200 5-Star Reviews Go gle

Reviews

2023-2024

LECTURE SERIES
PAINTING CURRENT EVENTS
QIGONG YOGA MEDITATION
BRIDGE MAHJONGG CANASTA
SUPREME COURT 92Y AMERICAN HISTORY
LITERATURE & POETRY MOVIE & BOOK GROUPS
MUSIC & DANCE APPRECIATION JAZZ NIGHTS
MORNING FORUMS THEOLOGY WORLD POLITICS
FILM FESTIVALS THEATRICAL PERFORMANCES
WRITING WORKSHOPS iPHONE & iPAD
BIRDING NATURE WALKS WELLNESS
LANGUAGES SATURDAY WORKSHOPS
BROADWAY BIOS CONCERTS
SPECIAL ONE-TIME EVENTS
& MUCH MORE! o |

7
Y thin Leot®
g Under The Sun 10

Many Programs Available on Zoom.

THE EDUCATION CENTER AT TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228
VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.TBleducationcenter.org
For a brochure or inquiries call: (941) 383-8222
or email edcenter@longboatkeytemple.org

41662-1
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WineTimes
Wine Shopper 101: Look for the Middle Label

A number of winemakers who have achieved success with high end labels sourced from famous
wine regions have branched out to less well known regions to develop labels at a lower price.

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com
Buying guidelines for shoes say to buy not the highest priced or lowest price brand, but one

in the middlle of cost and quality. The same guidelines hold for wines.

The Chéteau Pesquie Ventoux in the Rhone Valley of France offers red (Syrah and Grenache)
and white (Rousanne) varietals in its Quintessence series.
Look for a highly rated bargain 2020 Rosé in their Terrasses
series ($10). This blend of Cinsault, Grenache, and Syrah has
a fragrant nose and tastes of fresh berries, currants, and white
peaches. Drink the 2020 vintage now with shellfish appetiz-
ers on the back porch or pool deck.

Rosé wines have some of the tannins and other acids from
the skins of red grapes, though with less time soaking in the
skins than red wines. They belong somewhere in middle of a
white and red wine, and they have some of the better quali-
ties of each, as well as generally more attractive pricing.

The 2020 Chateau de Nages Costieres de Nimes Heritage
Vieilles Vignes Rosé ($19), composed of organically grown
Grenache (85%) and Mourvedre (15%), features a par-
ticularly good vintage for white and Rosé Grenache. Pair the
apricot tastes in this wine with grilled zucchini, rich vegan casseroles, and butter sauces. This
ripe and ready, old vines Rosé fits between the Chiteau de Nages JT series and their more
economical Butinages series.

The Rapaura Springs Sauvignon Blanc Marlborough Classic has climbed up from its his-
torically modest ratings among New Zealand white wines. The 2021 Southern Hemisphere
vintage (a half year younger than the 2020 Nothern Hemisphere vintages) at $14 stands out
among its peers. A classic pairing with oysters, other shellfish, and pork tenderloins, the 2021
Rapaura Springs will likely surpass the popular Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc and compete
with the dominate Cloudy Bay label. The price of the Rapura Springs looks very attractive
when compared with prices of French Bordeaux Sauvignon Blanc.

A number of winemakers who have achieved success with high end labels sourced from
famous wine regions have branched out to less well known regions to develop labels selling at a
lower price point. The Etude label has its origins in the Carneros Region in the cooler southern
extremes of the Napa and Sonoma Valleys of California. Etude Lyric Pinot Noir comes from
Santa Rita County area within the Coastal California region. Pricing of the 2019 Lyric ($20)
places it at the upper end of the price range of wines that grocery stores stock.

California Pinot Noir features the tastes of ripe cherries. Rising temperatures within prime
Pinot Noir regions replace the slightly tart tastes of ripe cherries with jammier tastes. Climate
change is playing a part in shifting production of the grape from the Carneros region to
cooler areas within Coastal California and in the Russian River and Alexander Valley regions
north and west of Carneros. We also see sparkling wine producers from the Champagne
region of France acquiring land in Northern California and planting Chardonnay and Pinot
Noir grapes for use in Méthode Champenoise sparklers. The Roederer Estate Brut from the
Anderson Valley ($30), for instance, has high ratings, as do a couple of labels that origi-
nated in Mendocino County: the Scharffenberger “Brut Excellence” Mendocino County Brut
Sparkling Wine ($20) and the Schramsberg Blanc De Blancs ($33).

Lighter wines from regions known for big and bold wines also fill gaps between overpriced
premier labels and poorer quality wines from these regions. The Antonio Vallana e Figlio
Barbera ($15) from the Piemont in Italy does not have the complexity of aged Barola and
Barbaresco, or the high prices. During the summer months, Barbera complements summer
fare better than wines produced from the more austere Nebbiolo grape.

The middle ground of wine quality and price usually offers the best deal. During an episode
of general price inflation, prices of the labels in the middle tier tend to increase slower than
those at the top or the bottom. Second-level labels of well known brands have consistent qual-
ity and grocery store prices.

Rosé wines in middle labels give winemakers multiple options for producing tasty wines.

AFFORDABLE - PROFESSIONAL - DOWNTOWN SARASOTA
Give your children or grandchildren professional tennis instruction
at the City of Sarasota’s Payne Park.

Foam Ball:
Ages 4 to 6, Tuesdays 4 to 5 p.m. kids learn proper contact and
swing using soft foam tennis balls to develop confidence. $20

Red Ball:
Ages 6 to 10, Tuesdays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on, preparation, foot
work, hand-eye coordination and contact. $20

10 And Under High Performance:
Mondays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on biomechanics, technique, footwork,
agility, shot-making and rallying. $20

Middle and High School Tennis Prep:
Wednesdays 4 to 6 p.m. complete tennis training to bring the game
to a match-ready level. $30

Individual Junior lessons $60 per hour.

Call Payne Park Tennis center at 941-263-6641 to schedule.
Payne Park Tennis Center, 2050 Adams Lane, Downtown Sarasota, 34237

™ —

Successful winemakers find areas outside the better known wine regions and often build on
their successes by matching grapevines to the features of the land and climate. Lighter wines
made from grapes such as Gamay Beaujolais, Barbera, red and white Grenache/Garnacha,
Chenin Blanc, and Pinot Gris/Grigio work well everyday as pairing for warm weather foods.
These shopping guidelines will help you make the most of your budget for buying wine.

S. W Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data science and epidemiology to help
develop research databases for the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department of
Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited premier vineyards and taste wines
from major appellations in California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from Tuscany
and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale
in Australia, and the Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between residences in
Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restaurant shortly after graduating from college
with a degree in Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experience in the food and
wine industry. Family and friends rate him as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He
lives in Severna Park, Maryland.

Ads that work... 941.387.2200

Are You Ready for a
Career Change?

Earn a Master’s Degree in

Acupuncture &
Chinese Medicine

Classics Integrated with
Traditional Chinese Medicine®

Dragon Rises College
of Oriental Medicine

Gainesville & Bradenton, FL
for more information:
info@dragonrises.edu

(800) 606-6685

www.dragonrises.edu

License No. 2425. The Florida Commission for Independant
Education. Accreditation www.ACAHM.org
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Business Directory

Fresh Air

anc{
Exercise?

Scan Our Free Guides

Legacy Trail, Sarasota Bayfront,
and the Gulf Islands

DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER
941.925. "m.

941 5
4 2 L

Free Removal and Set Up

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 [ SAT 8:30-6:00 | SUN 11:00-6:00

941-922-5271
1901 Hansen St e Sarasota, FL

(1 Block south of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom ©

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM

FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN

ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND
BOUGHT - SOLD - APPRAISED

Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

www.SleepKing.net

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

Professional men’s barber services.

At our salon or at your residence
on Longboat or Lido Key.

Call or text for appointments.

200 Central Ave. 941.297.8991

Suite 11 \
www.menshaircutssarasota.com

L ved again

Boutique
UPSCALE WOMEN’'S CONSIGNMENT STORE

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES
* JOHNNY WAS e CHANEL
e HERMES ¢ JIMMY CHOO

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 * Sarasota

BESIDE TRADER JOE'S
941.702.8159

Steffs St

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES

ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY

5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
IN THE CENTRE SHOPS ¢ 941.383.1901

OPEN WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 10:00 - 4:00

SteffsStuffLBK.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI

Two Generations of Master Barbers

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11

ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS
484-889-8991 e menshaircutsarasota.com

Celebrating 26 years
on the island!

DESIGN
DESIGN &

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

DESIGN o
DES'GN IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN
DESIGNON  387-9807

Come in with us —
support a local salon and
avoid traffic.

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

Taxes and Accounting 5370#202

GMD

LONGBOAT KEY e SARASOT,
LAKEWOOD RANCH

| Assisting Buyers, Sellers, and Investor$in/ |
navigating the dynamic real estate marke
B ’ ; 3

é B " = '.

-

/*

www.LeightonAllenb

LEIGHTON ALLENBY
REALTOR®

239.537.4563
LAllenby@gmail.com

MASSAGE &
FACIAL REJUVENATION

e Acupuncture

e |njection Therapy
e Herbology

* Homeopathy

941.250.6911

AcuMedFL.com e KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
2953 Bee Ridge Road e Sarasota, FL 34239

® Massage

Health Is Wealth
(941) 284-9563

Erinn Earth, Owner/Operator
Haircuts
Color
Highlights
Treatments
Ayurvedic Scalp
Massage

BOOK NOW AT: hairandearth.glossgenius.com

200 Central Ave e Suite 18 ¢ Downtown Sarasota

Cortez Bait & Seafood

Fresher than Fresh!
Local Florida Seafood
Oysters « Shrimp - Clams
Fish Spread - Smoked Mullet

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
941.794.1547 12110 Cortez Road West

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com Cortez, FL
SEE US ON FACEBOOK

ODRGANIC SALON

941—387—0926CP A

Bob and Mary are @
5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr
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BrealkPoints

When it comes to calls, stay on your side

When Shapovalov disagreed with the out call he can ask the
umpire to check the mark, but he is not allowed to cross the net.

JACKIE BOHANNON
Guest Columunist
tennis@Ilbknews.com

Recently I was watching a match with Shapovalov and he
crossed the net to look at a mark and
the umpire gave him a point penalty.
Why?

Some of the most basic rules in ten-
nis revolve around sportsmanship and
the understanding that each player is
responsible for what happens on their
side of the net only. When Shapovalov
disagreed with the out call he can ask
the umpire to check the mark, but he
is not allowed to cross the net.

In the case of professional tennis the
umpire is responsible for making or overruling calls and ulti-
mately has the final decision of which ball mark is accurate.
In recreational tennis you can ask your opponent if they are
sure if you disagree with a call, however, they are not required
to show you a ball mark. At the end of the day each player is
responsible for playing with good sportsmanship and making
their calls. Stay on your side of the court.

I was playing
a doubles match
when the server
hit a serve that hit
me (the receiver’s
partner).
nowhere near the

I was
service box so
their
clearly out but
they were ada-
mant that it was
their point. Who
was right?

When the
server hit the ball
and it hit you (the
receiver’s

serve was

part-
ner) you lose the
point. The server
was correct they
did in fact win the point. Why? In tennis you cant call the
ball out until it bounces. If it had bounced out then hit you

Longboat Ren JAcws
Saragota City News

PO Box 8001
Longboat Key, FL 34228
941-387-2200

www.lbknews.com

Steve Reid, Editor & Publisher

sreid@lbknews.com

Associate Publisher
Melissa Reid

Columnists
Susan Goldfarb, Sig Hermansen,

Greg Rusovich, Blake Fleetwood

Sales
Lillian Sands
Steve Reid
ads@lbknews.com

Graphic Production
Dottie Rutledge

then it would be a fault, but when it hit you out of the air it is
their point. This
usually happens
when a server
mishits  their
but I've
seen servers do

serve

this on purpose.
Obviously this is
bad sportsman-
ship and I do not
recommend this
as a strategy but

there are play-
ers who do this.
Always be aware and if a ball is going out make sure it doesn’t
touch you.

Serve Jackie your best question!

Long-time tennis pro and Americas Top Coach
Jackie Bohannon will answer any question on tennis.
Please email question you have on strategy, tech-
nique, mental game, fitness, equipment, etc., to:
tennis@lbknews.com

[KeyCrossword

Ads that work... ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200
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NO REALTOR HAS EVER LISTED OR SOLD MORE LONGBOAT KEY PROPERTIES

i

1055 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #603 e LONGBOAT KEY, FL * $1,699,000 617 WESTON POINTE COURT e LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $3,695,000
2BR/2BA e 1,392 SF e Direct Gulf front ¢ Penthouse ® Completely remodeled 4BR/5BA e 4,395 SF e Canal front w/dock e Private courtyard with pool & separate casita

IS

3540 MISTLETOE LANE e LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $2,295,000 520 CHIPPING LANE e LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $5,975,000
4BR/3.5BA e 3,166 SF * Full bay views e Private dock 5BR+DEN/4.5BA e 4,412 SF e Canal front with dock ¢ 2 Primary bedrooms

2016 HARBOURSIDE DR., #327 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $995,000 486 E. ROYAL FLAMINGO DRIVE e SARASOTA, FL ¢ $3,750,000 551 PUTTER LANE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL * $ 6,995,000
2BR/2BA ¢ 1,532 SF e Corner residence ¢ Bay front ¢ Covered parking 3BR+DEN/3BA e 3,854 SF e 3-Car Garage ® Built in 2014 4BR+DEN+OFFICE/5.5BA e Full Bay view e 2 Primary suites ® 6-Car garage

P

1065 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #10-402 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $949,00 3520 FAIR OAKS LANE ® LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $1,965,000

2BR/2BA e 1,392 SF ¢ Updated e Furnished e Covered parking space 3BR+DEN/3BA e 2,902 SF e Separate casita for guests
B 4 f
— =
[N iz

- i - RS SSesese— ——— “:!Eiﬁ. A -
1485 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #209 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $1,625,000 700 HIDEAWAY BAY LANE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $3,295,000 3221 BAYOU WAY ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $1,650,000
Direct Gulf front e Furnished corner residence ¢ 2BR/2.5BA ¢ 1,839 SF 3BR/3.5BA ¢ 3,306 SF ® Waterfront e Easy access to bay 3BR/3.5BA e 2,639 SF e Spacious split floor plan e Screened patio/pool

—

o

e

415 LAMBIANCE DR., #D206 LON.GBOAT EY, FL ¢ $2,995,000 518 BAYPORT WAY e LONGBOAT KEY, FL  $799,000 2110 HARBOURSIDE DR., #514 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL * $1,375,000
3BR/3.5BA * 2,820 SF ¢ Gulf & Bay views ® Walkdown to beachfront 2BR/2BA e 1,601 SF e Private setting e Open floor plan e Steps to beach 3BR/2BA e 2,031 SF e Furnished ¢ Walk-down to Bay ¢ Covered parking

GROUP
BANKER

Bruce@BruceMyer.com « 941.376.5311 « www.BruceMyer.com

RANKED #10 COLDWELL BANKER INDIVIDUAL REALTOR IN THE NATION
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