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Chaffinch
Matthew 6:26 - Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.
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Dear Friends,

'Pray for me … that God may give me wisdom and strength to carry out the solemn promises I
shall be making, and that I may faithfully serve Him and you, all the days of my life.’
The above prayer request was made by Queen Elizabeth II in her first Christmas broadcast in
1952.
Her Christmas broadcasts to the Commonwealth are among the few speeches she writes herself.
They frequently refer to her faith as the guiding light of her life and to Christ as the servant King
whom she has sought to serve. In 2008, the Queen said: ‘I hope that, like me, you will be
comforted by the example of Jesus of Nazareth who, often in circumstances of great adversity,
managed to live an outgoing, unselfish and sacrificial life … He makes it clear that genuine
human happiness and satisfaction lie more in giving than receiving; more in serving than in
being served.’
The Bible story the Queen refers to most often emphasises this theme of service. In four of her
Christmas broadcasts, she has talked about the parable Jesus told of a ‘Good Samaritan’.
I was particularly moved when she used it in her 2020 broadcast, when Covid was seemingly at
its worst. That was the Christmas when lockdown was in full effect, when most of us didn’t get
to be with our families, and when we didn’t know how bad it was going to get. We only knew
that a lot of people were dying all over the world and that millions of families were brokenhearted. She, herself, had been isolating with Prince Philip and, during that dark time, she said:
‘We continue to be inspired by the kindness of strangers and draw comfort that - even on the
darkest nights - there is hope in the new dawn. Jesus touched on this with the parable of the
Good Samaritan. The man who is robbed and left at the roadside is saved by someone who did
not share his religion or culture. This wonderful story of kindness is still as relevant today. Good
Samaritans have emerged across society showing care and respect for all, regardless of gender,
race or background, reminding us that each one of us is special and equal in the eyes of God.’
By the time you read these words, the Platinum Jubilee, celebrating the seventy-year reign of a
quite remarkable queen who has served in some very difficult times, will be upon us. If all goes
well, we will be having some great celebrations on June 4th at the Stow Park. Songs will be sung,
party-hats will be worn, children will perform, food will be shared, and the gospel will be
preached – all in tribute to her majesty.
I don’t suppose that she has been perfect. You could argue that her family has let her down
more than once, and that she has made some dubious decisions here and there, but which of us is
perfect - and the times that we live in are as imperfect as we are. Indeed, it would seem that the
times will always be imperfect, and that there will only ever be imperfect human beings to deal
with the ever-coming problems. With Covid, the War in Ukraine, and a slumping economy to
deal with in the present, and the prospect of more global warming in the future, there is a lot to
worry about. However, in the midst of it all, we could do a lot worse than to follow the example
of this long living, long serving, Queen, who has taken guidance from the Good Samaritan, and
made it her solemn prayer to serve God and others. And so, I say, God bless her!
In Christ, Rev Blair
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QUOTABLE QUOTES
It is not how much we have, but how much we enjoy, that makes happiness. C H Spurgeon
Nobody ever outgrows Scripture; the book widens and deepens with our years. C H Spurgeon
Aspire to inspire before you expire.
Serenity is not freedom from the storm, but peace within it.
God doesn’t call the qualified, He qualifies the called.
If God is your co-pilot – swap seats.
Fight truth decay – study the Bible daily.
There’s not much practical Christianity in the man who lives on better terms with angels and
seraphs, than with his children and neighbours. H W Beecher
The way to do a great deal is to keep on doing a little. The way to do nothing at all is to be
continually resolving that you will do everything. C H Spurgeon
Thinking of going on holiday? Look in the mirror. If you look like your passport photo, you
probably need the trip.
Don’t wait for people to be friendly, show them how.
Can atheists get insurance for acts of God?
A smile is a curve which helps to put things straight.
Experience is a wonderful thing. It enables you to recognise a mistake when you make it
again.
People have always named their children after expensive things: Mercedes, Chardonnay,
Dior. This year, look out for: Electric, Gas, and Petrol.
If Christians praised God more, the world would doubt Him less. C E Jefferson
The Bible has a great deal to say about suffering, and most of it is encouraging. A W Tozer
Some people treat God as they do a lawyer; they go to Him only when they are in trouble.

… and two quotes worth memorising
Galatians 6:9
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do
not give up.
Colossians 4:5-6
Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your
conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer
everyone.
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The Proposed Schedule of events for June 4th Platinum Jubilee at Stow Park
9:00 set up Gazebos, Puppet theatre, tables, bunting and loudspeaker equipment
11:15 Christian Music starts to play
11:30 Singing and prayer (led by Rev Blair and Yvonne Jones…. with the Sunday
Club children)
11:50 Acrobat and Fire Eater
12:20 Children’s Dance Group Efua
12:30 Puppets from Rev Blair
12:45 Children’s Sketch Efua
1:00 pm Lunch - a nominal £2 will be charged
1:30 Message from Rev Blair “The Servant Queen And The King That She Serves”
!:45 Opportunity for prayer and conversations about faith
1:45 Children’s Treasure Hunt
2:15 More Children’s Dance Efua
2:30 pm Closing Singing led by Rev Blair and Yvonne
3:00 pm Pack up and go home
*The church toilets will be open and 2 members of the congregation will be on
duty in the building from 12 noon to 3pm.
*There will be a First-aider on duty on the Stow Field during the event.

MONEY RAISED WILL GO TO AGE UK AND THE RED CROSS
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Those memorable school reports…
~ My housemaster wrote: ‘He has an overdeveloped unawareness.’ – Ian Jones, Wirral
~ A friend’s son’s report said: ‘By the time he has mastered French, he will be too old to cross
the Channel.’ – M Knaggs, Dorset
~ My teacher observed: ‘The improvement in his handwriting has revealed his inability to
spell.’ – Colin Sutherland, Switzerland
~ My teacher was a realist: ‘I am sorry to have to tell you that he is doing his best.’ Stan
Proctor, Surrey
Church members were discussing the vicar’s and the curate’s sermons. The church warden
said: “The vicar, now, when she says ‘in conclusion’, she concludes. But the curate, when he
says ‘lastly’ – my! How he do last!”
Angus was driving down the street worried because he had an important meeting and
couldn’t find a parking place. So, looking up toward heaven, he said “Lord, take pity on me.
If you find me a parking place I will go to church every Sunday for the rest of my life and
give up whisky.” A moment later, miraculously, a parking place appeared. Angus looked
up again and said, “Never mind. I found one.”
With all the new dog crossbreeds appearing, would you fancy one of the following?
Collie + Lhasa Apso = Collapso: a dog that folds up for easy transport
Pointer + Setter = Poinsetter: a traditional Christmas pet
Pekingnese + Lhasa Apso = Peekasso: an abstract dog
Labrador Retriever + Curly Coated Retriever = Lab Coat Retriever: the choice of research
scientists
Newfoundland + Basset Hound = Newfound Asset Hound: a dog for financial advisors
Terrier + Bulldog = Terribull: a dog that makes awful mistakes

All updates on church information are on our
CHURCH WEBSITE www.standrewsharlow.org.uk
If you get an old version at first, press the F5 key to refresh.
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A word of thanksgiving for Jean Gill –
Most of you will know that having suffered a stroke, Jean Gill is no longer able to serve
and lead in our church in the many and much appreciated ways that she has in the past.
She tells me that while her walking is much improved, her eyesight is still affected and that
she is therefore not likely to ever drive again. That means that she is not going to be able to
attend church with any regularity in the future. So, it seems good that I should now write a
brief word of thanks in this magazine for all that Jean has done for us, and for Christ.
Some of you will know that Jean first started giving leadership at St Andrew’s when
her husband, the much-loved Rev Jim Gill, was made minister here in September of 2004.
They were, I understand, very much a team, and from the outset of Jim’s ministry Jean
played a valuable role pastorally and publicly. Equally comfortable with children and
adults, Jean was able to speak to anyone and made everyone feel valued. She was pastoral
carer, a hard worker in kitchen, and generally “a shaker and mover!” She supported Jim as
he worked towards his vision for the new church hall, and when Jim died in February of
2009, she kept a promise to him to continue to raise money for that hall until it was
completely paid for. For a time, after she became a widow, she attended Bishop’s Stortford
Methodist, but after that she came back to us and once again gave significant leadership
pastorally, in the kitchen, and in her oversight of the “Church Enhancement Fund.”
She is, of course, still very much alive, and anyone who has been on the phone with
her lately will know that Jean is still Jean. Always positive, interested in others, full of
stories and lively conversation, the stroke has not stopped her from being her precious
self. She tells me that the leadership she has given in the church has been a joy and that she
doesn’t need to be thanked for it, but nonetheless we do thank her, and even more, we
thank God, for through it, God has done much, and we have been much blessed.

on 15th May 2022
Hudson Brian Tomas Shirley-Higgins
born 29th December 2021
and his Mum
Bethany Jane Shirley.
It was lovely to welcome them into
our fellowship.
We pray that God will bless them
and their family and friends
who supported them.
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We recall that Jonah was swallowed by a whale but my bible does not mention a whale
but by a large fish. Jonah is quoted by Jesus in Matthew 12.40. He referred to the sign of Jonah,
`just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of
Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth`. Jonah points to the resurrection
of Jesus.
Jonah was a rare case of a prophet being sent to a Gentile nation. God commanded Jonah
to go to Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. Assyria was responsible for taking the ten northern
tribes of Israel into exile. Assyria was a cruel and evil nation.
Jonah was a reluctant prophet and secured a passage on a ship to Tarshish instead. The
location of Tarshish is uncertain but may be in Spain. God caused a great storm to erupt on
the sea. Jonah was sleeping through the storm. The sailors cast lots to identify the cause of
their misfortune and the lot fell on Jonah. Jonah agreed that he was the cause and asked to be
thrown into the sea. The sailors hurled Jonah into the sea and the sea became calm.
Jonah was swallowed by the great fish and prayed to God from the belly of the fish. There
is much discussion as to whether Jonah died in the fish and God resurrected him from the
dead or did Jonah survive inside the belly There have been reported cases of human beings
found alive inside a whale. The fish vomited Jonah onto dry land. Jonah then went to Nineveh
and gave the people forty days to repent.
The book of Jonah is unique in that the people of Nineveh repented and God relented and
the promised destruction of the city did not happen. God used prophets to give messages to
Israel, his chosen people, who took no notice of them, but Nineveh, a gentile country did.
Israel rejected the Messiah. However the events in Nineveh did not end here.
God was happy (Nineveh repented), the Ninevites were happy (God had relented) but
Jonah was not. Jonah had given the message from God to Nineveh and was displeased that
having told them what would happen - it didn't. God was merciful. Jonah went outside the
city seeking shade and God used a plant to shade Jonah from the sun. The next day God
appointed a worm to attack the plant and made it wither. Then God made a scorching east
wind and Jonah suffered from the heat. God said to Jonah: -`You pity the plant, for which you
did not labour, nor did you make it grow, which came into being in a night and perished in a
night. And should I not pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than 120,000
persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also much cattle`.
There are miracles in the book that demonstrate that God has control over nature
including control of weather, plants, fish and a worm. Did God also ensure that during the sea
journey, the lot fell on Jonah? The importance of Jonah, is prefiguring the resurrection of Jesus.
A hundred years after Nineveh repented, she returned to idols, violence and arrogance.
The book of Nahum is a sequel to Jonah. Nahum prophesied the destruction of Nineveh.
Nineveh was later destroyed by Babylon. Today Nineveh remains a desert and the ruins have
been found by archaeologists.
What can we learn from Jonah today? God is loving and merciful and God cares for
people and animals but we need to repent from our bad deeds. Jonah is also a sign that points
to the resurrection of Jesus, the core Christian message. There will be a future day of
judgement and God will judge the nations. God can also work miracles and control nature.
Jonah inspired the character in the `Beano`, who did not live by faith but managed to sink any
ship he sailed on.
Arthur Revels
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Action For Children
As I hand over the responsibility to someone else for passing on money collected for the
Action for Children charity, I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone at our
church who has helped raise fantastic amounts to help sustain the work carried out to support
children and young people in crisis. The past two years have been particularly difficult
because of our reduced use of coins and bank notes, because we have not been seeing each
other and communicating in the same ways and maybe because we are all finding that we
have less spare cash because of the ever increasing cost of living. I was only able to send
£407.35 to Action for Children in the past year. For the previous 12 years we have always
managed to raise more than £1000. Thank you, in particular, those who have made donations
through the home collecting boxes. I have held on to boxes most recently sent in to me until I
know who will be taking over the work of emptying them, banking the money for Action for
Children and keeping records of all the transactions.
John Hutchings

Like most other food banks across the country, our own Harlow Food Bank is
experiencing hugely increased demands on their services because of the number of
families and individuals who are in crisis with the steeply rising costs of food, fuel and, in
fact, just about everything. For some long while we have not been able to receive and take
donations of food to our Food Bank but we have been collecting donations of money. Last
year we raised £1,125 in donations from St Andrews friends and members and this year
we have so far raised £480. Thank you, all who have donated.
Two of our regular and most generous donors died last year and we need more to
sustain our giving to Harlow Foodbank. Please send your donations to me, John
Hutchings, 73, Mark Hall Moors, Harlow, CM20 2NG. Cheques should be made payable
to Michael Roberts Charitable Trust, All donations will be be acknowledged to the donors
by me and by Harlow Foodbank.
John Hutchings

IN LOVING MEMORY of
Mary Guy who died 25th June 2021 and
Lily Ford who died 25th July 2019.
on the anniversary of their death May God comfort those who mourn.

Steve Mayo will be preaching and sharing at St Andrew’s from July for a few months.
He is a student Presbyter, studying at The Queen’s Foundation in Birmingham.

7

Jesus began a ministry tour throughout the country, visiting cities and
villages to announce the wonderful news of God’s kingdom. His twelve
disciples travelled with him as did a number of women who had been
healed of many illnesses and set free from demonic power.
Massive crowds gathered from many towns to hear Jesus, and he taught them using
metaphors and parables, such as this:
‘A farmer went out to sow seeds for a harvest. As he scattered his seeds, some of
them fell on the hard pathway and were quickly trampled down and unable to grow
and became nothing but bird seed. some fell on the gravel, and though they sprouted
they couldn’t take root; it withered for lack of moisture. Other seeds fell where there
were nothing but weeds. They too were unable to grow to full maturity for the weeds
chocked them out. Yet some of the seeds fell into good, fertile soil and they grew and
flourished until they produced more than a hundredfold harvest, a bumper crop.’
( Find Jesus’ explanation from verse 11 onwards, in chapter 8)
QUEEN ELIZABETH 11
Our Queen is the longest reigning monarch in British history. Up until recently she
attended church every week and still did a full week’s work at the age of 96!
It is her commitment to serving God and the nation which stands out in her life. Even
before she became Queen, she made a promise, which she has kept for over 75 years:
‘I declare before you all that my whole life, whether it be long or short,
shall be devoted to your service’ (21st birthday broadcast, 21 April 1947).
What is the secret of the Queen’s consistency of character and service? In 2002 she said
this: “I know just how much I rely on my faith to guide me through the good times and the
bad. Each day is a new beginning. I know that the only way to live my life is to try to do
what is right, to take the long view, to give of my best in all that the day brings, and to put
my trust in God.”
An excerpt from an article in Parish Pump

Lord God,
We give thanks for our Queen and pray that the celebrations around the
country will bring communities together and that they will be happy and safe.
We pray for blessings on our church get-together on
Saturday 4th June.
We remember the people of Ukraine, especially
PRAYER
those who have been injured or captured and those
who mourn loved-ones.
We remember our government at this difficult time. May they work with
integrity and for the good of the poor and sick, before the rich and comfortable.
In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen.
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Flashback
As I soak in this glorious sunshine while I write, I have selected a couple of photos from the
‘area sponsored walk’ that traditionally took place to coincide with the good weather at this time
of the year.
The ‘area’ being referred to is the West Essex United Area, the predecessor to Heabea, to
which St. Andrew’s belonged. Peter Mountsteven and Roy Benson, both from St. Andrew’s,
organised many of the walks. In the beginning the walks took place every year on Easter Monday.
But as the weather this early in the year was unpredictable, the date was later moved to the May
Day Bank Holiday, and then eventually settled on the Early Summer Bank Holiday.
The walk was a ‘sponsored’ walk. Each church chose a particular charity for which their
walkers could be sponsored. The walks were usually between 10 to 12 miles long, so wasn’t too
demanding for both young and old to join in. These were whole day events, with lunch breaks
(own packed lunches) usually at pre-arranged church premises along the route, and afterwards
tea at the destination churches. There were plenty of opportunities for fellowship between the
churches and between young and old along the way.
The charity St. Andrew’s opted to sponsor for was JMA (which stood for Junior Mission
Association in those days), and hence our walk was known as the JMA sponsored walk. Thus
many children took part. Below are two photos with the children and the group leaders. First
photo from 1994: leaders Margaret Torkildsen and Marie Loomes, with children Angela, Melissa,
Gemma, David, Christina, Susan and Christopher. The second photo from 1995: leaders Margaret
Mountsteven, Jan Haagensen, Marie Loomes and Alison Brand, with children Christina, Liam,
Peter, Felicity, Angela, plus a friend she brought along.
Andrew Wong
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HAZEL’S HOLIDAY BLOG
We reach Doncaster at midday for our first holiday meal – a Toby Carvery. Next stop
Jedburgh, on the Scottish border. On our way we see daffodils, cowslips and bluebells in
abundance. Our first B & B is a farm, reached by the tightest hairpin bend on a steep incline,
hidden away in sheep country. They also have chickens and a cockerel and two dogs. I go for a
walk in the evening and see rabbits and find some wood sorrel.
Thursday 28th April – Psalm 96 v10. Say to all nations, ‘The Lord is King!’ The earth is set firmly in
place and cannot be moved.
There’s a log fire burning in the breakfast room and a stuffed owl and two stuffed ferrets on a
sideboard. The walls are three foot thick and in the kitchen is a ‘Marriage Stone’ dated 1667. The
present house was built in 1777.
We go into the town of Jedburgh as I want to visit the Mary Queen of Scots House. There’s a
group of ladies doing tai chi in the garden. It’s not got any ‘feel’ of the past, but is quite
interesting and a cabinet has a Scottish thirty shilling piece, which depicts a tortoise climbing a
palm tree!
After a picnic on the journey, we head for Branklyn Gardens in Perth. The sun is shining and
it’s slightly warmer, although we still need jackets. This long thin strip of land on the side of a hill
is amazing. I don’t think I’ve ever seen so many spring flowers, including many unusual ones,
and the dozens of huge rhododendron bushes are glorious. We talk to the manager, who hails
from Bishops Stortford! He says it’s been dry for weeks now so he has to use a hose every night.
This is unusual in that part of Scotland, even in the summer!
After checking into our B & B in Pitlochry we have dinner then visit Black Spout Waterfall. It’s a
stiff climb up through the forest and we see two rabbits, and wood anemones covering the whole
hillside. This is marked as red squirrel country, but we don’t see any. Up by the huge waterfall
there’s a notice warning that there are ticks around. It says they are the size of a full stop before
sucking your blood. Their poison can lead to that awful illness lyme disease. At least we’d kept
to the path. But why didn’t they put the warning in the car park?
Friday – Psalm 96 v12. The trees in the woods will shout for joy when the Lord comes to rule the earth.
All the mountains have streaks of snow in the gullies near their summits as we travel north
towards Inverness. We stop at the Clan Macpherson Museum on our way. Amazingly, clan
tartans were only invented in the 19th century. We stop at Aviemore for a look-around and find
that the loos cost 50p each and you can only pay by card or phone! At Inverness we walk the
circular route around the three Ness Islands in the fast-flowing River Ness and then go to the
Cathedral. It’s quite warm in the sun today.
Saturday – Psalm 98 v9. You hills sing together with joy before the Lord, because he comes to rule the
earth.
This is the first day of passing-places narrow roads as we head north-west towards Tongue, on
the north coast. And it rains continually until evening! There are very few places to eat up here so
we head for The Store Café at Bettyhill. And it’s packed! I join the queue to order food. There’s a
group of young men talking animatedly above the loud music, who keep ordering different mixes
of spirits. The waitresses are cheerful and helpful. We find a huge settee which has a pile of
blankets, and a teddy bear a lot bigger than me at one end. The low table has bread orders in
named white bags and a mixed box of fruit and veg. Our food is lovely – I have a ham panini and
Bob has a hot bacon roll. When we leave the waitress apologises for the lads. ‘There was a local
funeral on Friday,’ she says, ‘and the wake will go on for another three days!
Gorse is everywhere up here, and no snow on the mountains but the highest one around is
capped in cloud! We check in to our B & B in Laid on Loch Eriboll. This is the third time we’ve
stayed with Katie and Donnie.
Sunday 1st May – Psalm 99 v9. Praise the Lord our God, and worship at his sacred hill! The Lord our
God is holy.
After a lovely cooked breakfast we head along the coast to Sangobeg, our favourite beach. We
are able to scramble down over the grass as it’s dry today. There are two small tents pitched and a
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driftwood fire is burning in a sheltered gully nearby. As it’s Sunday, I draw a large cross on the
sand.
At Durness, the farthest north west you can drive, the road turns south. It continues as a
narrow, passing-places road for the next twenty miles. And this is the only road in this corner
of Scotland. We’ve encountered groups of very fast motor-bikes since we came to the north
Highlands. Many of them don’t stop for anyone, just hurtle towards you on the narrow,
snaking roads.
At Ullapool we watch a boat unload hundreds of boxes of mackerel, all laced with loose ice. A
fork-lift truck shifts them into a huge refrigerated lorry. You can hire various types of bikes
near the quay, some cost £100 per day! As we leave Ullapool, a big notice says Red Squirrels
for three miles! But there are none! However the mountains are amazing in the sun. The
distant ones have a blue haze and some are mauvy, others are many shades of brown and
green. And most have streaks or patches of shimmering snow. It’s really warm as we walk
upwards the half mile to Rogie Falls through the woods. And they’re spectacular.
We drive across Scotland once again as we travel south east, and back to Inverness.
Monday – Psalm 100 v5. The Lord is good; his love is eternal and his faithfulness lasts for ever.
It’s a sunny morning as we drive down the length of Loch Ness and then wander round Fort
William, the first shopping street we’ve been round since leaving home. We have dinner in a
pub there, fish and chips and venison lasagne. We stop for coffee and salted caramel slices later,
in Glen Coe Village, and there’s a bird-feeder outside the window. Many finches, sparrows,
siskins and a bird I don’t recognise, with a stripy breast, all come to feed.
And so to the long winding road up to and through Glen Coe. The hills each side dark and
brooding and gorse bushes and snow poles beside the road. The mountain path is peppered
with walkers and the scrub-land is sprinkled with rocks and heather.
Tuesday – Psalm 102 v21. And so his name will be proclaimed in Zion, and he will be praised in
Jerusalem.
There’s a huge bird table in the front garden of our B & B in Crianlarich and there’s a red
squirrel sitting there eating when I look out of our window. It’s also drizzling and only 6°C
when we leave. We soon pass a pine-forest grave yard on the steep hillside. A crane is hauling
the huge stripped trunks, one-by-one, onto a huge low-loader. We’re making for Bridge of
Allan, where we want to see a Rennie Macintosh-designed church interior. We pass a sign to
Dunblane on the way. That name still sends shivers through the hearts of those who remember
the murdered children and their teacher. Although the carving in the church was produced in
1904, it’s pristine! A kindly cleaner had let us in as the church isn’t open to the public.
After lunch we go to the Museum of Rural Life. The double-fronted old farmhouse is still as
it was inside in 1950 when the last owner moved out. At the chicken run I learn that it takes a
chicken 25 hours to produce each egg and the colour is determined by the hen’s earlobe shade.
Red earlobes produce brown eggs! Oats have been grown in Scotland since 100BC.
We’ve been to our next B & B near Lanark once before. Alan greets us and apologises for the
building work going on. He’s adding a small self-contained house in the garden and is
extending the car park. There are martins nesting under the eaves and a bird feeder which other
birds congregate around. He’d seen a stoat from our window this morning but we weren’t as
lucky. He lights the wood-burner in the lounge for us later and stays chatting for a while.
Wednesday – Psalm 103 v22. Praise the Lord all his creatures and in all places he rules. Praise the
Lord, my soul!
Alan suggests we stay at Peebles on our way up next time. He says it’s a lovely town. We
head south as the rain sets in for the day. We visit Beeston Castle, near Crewe mid afternoon.
It’s a steep climb up to the ruins and we make a detour through the woods as we descend, to see
the reconstructed thatched round house. There’s a pit nearby with willow stakes standing in
water. This keeps them pliable so they can be woven into fences.
Thursday – Psalm 104 v24. Lord, you have made so many things! How wisely you made them all.
We have our last huge breakfast at the Premier Inn in Telford. The sun is shining as we head
for Harlow. We’ve driven 1505 miles and once again marvel at the variety and beauty of our
island.
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The rota of those who will prepare and serve
tea, coffee and biscuits after church each week.
week 1
Gay Brown
week 2
Gill & Mike Church
week 3
Hazel Taylor & Andrew Proctor
week 4
Alison Brand & Louise
week 5
offers please or no coffee this week

STARS
Each Tuesday in term time @ 10am
Contact: Alison Brand 445187

First Tuesday
Gay Brown
Second Tuesday
CAN YOU HELP?
Third Tuesday Gay Brown
Fourth Tuesday
CAN YOU HELP?
Regular helper at start - Andrew Proctor

HE
LP
ER
S

3rd Nada France
10th
can you offer
17th
can you offer
24th Isobella Castle
31st Nada France

Flowers:
contact Margaret Mountsteven - 411028
or Hazel - 438905

Please let one of the above have the money and any colour preferences
two weeks before your flower date.
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JUNE DIARY
WE ARE WORSHIPPING
IN CHURCH
and also on ZOOM

SUNDAY CLUB
10.30am

J
U Saturday
N SUNDAY
E

4th

11.30am - 3pm Celebrating H M The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
on the Stow Field. See Page 3 for details

5th

10.30am

Morning Worship and Holy Communion for PENTECOST Rev Blair Kirkby

SUNDAY

12th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Prayer and Praise

Thursday

16th

12.30pm

Friendship Group at Margaret T’s home in East Park

18th

11.00am

Pop-in Prayers

19th

10.30am

Morning Worship on Fathers’ Day - Rev Ernie Bosse

26th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Rev John Buxton

J
Saturday
U SUNDAY
N SUNDAY
E

A THOUGHT ON PRAYER
Archbishop Rowan Williams once compared prayer to sunbathing, when he said that
you don’t get a better tan by screwing up your eyes and concentrating. The important thing is to turn up and sit there. It’s the same with prayer: turn up and then life
will begin to change. ‘You simply have to be there where the light can get at you.’

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MAGAZINE -
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JULY
DIARY

SUNDAY CLUB
10.30am

Saturday

J SUNDAY
U
SUNDAY
L
Saturday
Y SUNDAY

2nd 10am - noon

Leading Worship & Preaching ‘Enquirer’s Day’ at Hertford
Methodist Church

3rd

10.30am
2.30pm

Morning Worship & Holy Communion - Rev Blair Kirkby
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING

10th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Mr Steve Mayo

16th

11.00am

Pop-in Prayers

17th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Ms Elizabeth Stockdale

Thursday

21st

12.30pm

Friendship Group - at Gill’s home in Pilkingtons

SUNDAY

24th

10.30am
4.00pm

Morning Worship - Rev Blair Kirkby and Mr Steve Mayo
A ‘Messy Farewell’ with lots of cake! for Rev Debbie Hodgson at

J
U SUNDAY
L
Y

Hertford Methodist Church

31st

10.30am
2.30m

Morning Worship and Holy Communion - Rev John Buxton
A Service of Thanksgiving for the life and witness of Epping
Methodist Church followed by refreshments. (At Epping Methodist)
This will also be Rev Cecil White’s Farewell Service

Sunday 23rd October at 2.30pm
A Service of Thanksgiving for the life and witness of
North Weald Methodist Church followed by refreshments.
(At North Weald Methodist)
All welcome.
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