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This picture was taken by Hugh Carson and 
sent for  ‘A Talk on the Wildside’. Thank you 
Hugh.  

 

 

 

Published by the Elham 

 Village Hall Association,  

Charity No 1024757 

 

 

Also available on the EVHA 

website, 

www.elhamvillagehall.co.uk 

.  

Events and News  

available to read on 

 Facebook,  

Elham Village Hall,  

and on www.visitelham.co.uk.  

Date Event Time Location Contact  Page 

Wednesday 3 June Social Snacks and Cinema 19.00 for 19.30 Peggy Pike Room 
Elham Village Hall 

Jan Stanyon 01303 
840820 4 

Friday 5 June Elham Historical Society   19.00 for 19.30 Elham Village Hall See  poster 12 

Saturday 6 June M P’s Coffee Morning   
Meet Sojan Joseph 9.30—10.30 Elham Village Hall 01233 515107 10 

What’s On, In and Around ELHAM  
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ELHAM VILLAGE HALL PERSONNEL 
(all are volunteers)  
 

President: Jan Stanyon 
Vice President: Liz Cox                                     
Treasurer:                             Sue Weller 
Secretary                               Miranda Weller   
 

                 Other Committee members: 
Maureen Alexander                 Trevor Bateman          
Renee Bull                               Jim Clements                            
John Tebbs                               
 

Registered Office: Elham Village Hall, High 
Street, Elham, CT4 6SX 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Editor and advertising; 
elhamnewsletter@gmail.com 
Renee Bull                                        07761574422 
Distribution organiser:   
Janet Pain                                      07710595891 
Hall Booking Co-ordinator 
booking@elhamvillagehall.co.uk 
Olha Bychuk                                   07746790618                                
Please email any newsletter copy to the 
editor by 9am on the 13

th
of the month 

prior to publishing or by hand into the 
Elham Village Hall bag at Elham Valley 
Stores. 
 

Whilst every care is taken in gathering and presenting 
the information by the volunteer who produces the 
Newsletter, errors can occur. No responsibility is 
accepted for any errors or omissions nor 
consequential loss or liability. Opinions expressed in 
this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Elham 
Village Hall Association.  We do our best to produce 
an interesting, accurate and informative read.  

ELHAM VILLAGE HALL                01303 840128 
 

ELHAM SPORTS CLUB                07714 415651 

 

DOCTORS 
The Elham Surgery, Old Road        01303 840213 
The Hawkinge Health Centre           01303 232300 
74 Canterbury Road, Hawkinge 
HOSPITALS 
William Harvey, Ashford                  01233 633331 
Kent and Canterbury, Canterbury   01227 766877 
Royal Victoria Hospital (walk-in)     01303 850202 
PHARMACY 
21 Station Road, Lyminge                01303 862425 
Tesco Pharmacy (Junct 12 M20)    0345 6779273 
SCHOOL 
Elham C of E Primary School         01303 840325 

© Copyright Elham Village Hall Association 2026 Permission must be obtained for reproduction in any format. 

WHO’S WHO and WHAT’S WHERE 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

Sojan Joseph  (Lab)  
sojan.joseph.mp@parliament.uk 
 
KENT COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

Christopher Hespe   (Reform)   
Christopher.Hespe@kent.gov.uk                                  
 

FOLKESTONE and HYTHE DISTRICT  
COUNCILLORS 

James Butcher           (Green)      
james.butcher@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk 
David Godfrey            (Con)          07584 304301 
Stephen Scoffham     (Green)     
stephen.scoffham@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk 
 

 

ELHAM PARISH COUNCIL  
VETERINARY 
 

Lord Whisky Low-Income  
Veterinary Clinic                             01303 862622 
Bourne Vets, Bekesbourne              01227 832322 
Manor Vets, Folkestone                   01303 273203 
Hawkinge Vets, Hawkinge               01303 764190 

                                        

ELHAM CHURCHES 
www.elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk 
 

St Mary The Virgin, Church of England 
Rector:       Rev. Carol Bates       0777 239 4855   
Wardens    tba 
 

Methodist Church, High Street   
Minister: Rev. Gill Songer                 01303 240228                                       
 

SAMARITANS  (freefone)              116 123 or 
                                          email jo@samaritans.org 
 

LIBRARY   

Mobile Library is fortnightly in Elham outside the 
Rose and Crown - Fridays at 12.35 -13.05.  
 

HOW TO MAKE BACS PAYMENTS to 
ELHAM VILLAGE HALL? 

 

Elham Village Hall Association Ltd 
Sort Code: 09- 01- 52 

Account No. 13698706 
 

Elham Village Hall Association website: 
 www.elhamvillagehall.co.uk 

  elham.co.uk  

www.elhamvillagehall

.co.uk.  Chair – Kevin Lamb 01303 840215 

Vice Chair – 
Christeen Chapman 

01303 840224 

Brian Swan 01303 840006 

Kevin Allen 01303 862087 

Geoff Clements 01303 840255 

Chris Francis 01303 840502 

Jeremy Osbourne 07790643391 

Steven Jacob  07565807884 

Clerk  - clerk@elhampc.co.uk 

mailto:Christopher.Hespe@kent.gov.uk
http://www.elhamchurches.com
http://www.visitelham.co.uk
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What’s On, In and Around ELHAM  

Page 2  Who’s who and what’s where /  EVHA BACS details  

Page 3 Editor’s note / What’s on in Elham / Contents / 130  Club winners  

Pages 4 / 5 /6/ 7 Elham Village Hall  Association News / Village Forum /  Social Snacks  and Cinema / 130 Club membership  

Pages 8 / 9 / 10 Elham Parish Council minutes 

Pages 10 / 11 / 12 / 13  MP’s invitation /  District Councillors’ reports / Environment Group / Local Events / Wordsearch 

Pages 14 / 15 / 16 / 17 / 18 Elham Gardening Society /  Elham Open Gardens  

Pages 18 / 19 / 20 / 21 Know Your Neighbour / Church Pages / Rector’s Wonderings 

Page 23/ 24  /25 Elham Twinning Association  / Elham Community Shed / Local Music Events  

Pages  26 / 27/ 28 / 29 Summer Food and Craft Festival /  The Man’s Book / Sports and Activities 

Pages 30 - 47 
Looking After You and Your Family’s Wellbeing / Looking After Your Home and Your Garden / Elham Ser-
vices  

Page 48 EVH Event Posters 

Contents 

Welcome to the Elham Newsletter - June 2026 
For gardeners it is a busy month and for all the volunteers in the village who contribute to the Farmers’  Market and Open 

Gardens it is a VERY busy month. Seize the opportunity to take part! This is your community! 

Our front cover picture was sent by Aleks Budimir, taken  at Jumping Downs last June.  

If you are inspired  by a view, take a picture and send it to elhamnewsletter@gmail.com for inclusion on the front cover or if 
you know of an event or activity in  July 2026 please send details  before June 13 to me at elhamnewsletter@gmail.com.  

Remember, there is NO AUGUST NEWSLETTER so if you have an event taking place in September it needs to be sent to me 
by June 13.                                                                                                                                                                               Renee Bull Editor 

Date Event Time Location Contact  Page 

Sunday 7 June Elham Valley Walkers 10.00 Check QR code Website 29 

Sunday 7 June Orsay Trio Recital 15.00 St Mary’s Church See Poster 25 

Saturday 13  June 
Sunday 14 June  Elham Open Gardens 12.00—16.30 In the village See Poster 17 

Sunday 14 June Elham Summer Food & Craft 
Festival  11.00 The Square and St 

Mary’s Church See poster 26 

Saturday 13 June Walk with Alfie Gay  
10.30 -12.00 and 

13.00 -14.30 Jumping Downs 
alfgkg@hotmail.com 

07725 466003. 
12 

Thursday 18 June Elham Friendship Lunch Club 12.30 St Mary’s Church Hall 01303 470637 n/a 

Thursday 18 June Elham Gardening Society  talk 19.30 Peggy Pike Room 
EVH See website 15 

Saturday 11 July Cantores Lyminge Prom 16.00 Lyminge Village Hall See Poster 25 

Saturday 18 July EVHA Volunteers ‘ Day 10.00—13.00 Elham Village Hall See poster 4 

Saturday 25 July Elham Gardening Society Summer 
Show 14.00 Elham Village Hall See Poster 18 

mailto:alfgkg@hotmail.com
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Elham Village Hall Association News 

 

SOCIAL, SNACKS AND CINEMA 

Wednesday 3rd June 

7 for 7.30pm in the Peggy Pike Room. 

Come along to Elham Village Hall for a social even-

ing in the cosy Peggy Pike Room. As usual, we 

haVe an intEresting film for you to see and 

discuss. We have a pay baR and An interval 

planneD. During the bReak you can purchase 

ices creAms and/or crisps. So what’s not to 

liKe! 

Entry is just £5.00 on the door. 

See you there.        Jan Stanyon  

Volunteers’ Day May 16 

Thank You! 

We are always grateful to the many people who give their 

time, expertise and experience on Volunteers’ Day at the 

Village Hall. See our hardworking team last month.  
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Dear people of Elham 

Three years ago, our family very happily embarked on the great adventure of purchasing The Old Vicarage. We have been 
welcomed with so much kindness by the Elham community, and for which we are immensely thankful, now really feeling a 
part of the village. 

With a full heart, and enough energy, we plunged ourselves into an extensive restoration of both the house and the garden. 
Our aim has always been to follow the spirit instilled by The Rev. Alard de Bourbel ,and those of FC Eden, his architect, when 
they thoroughly refurbished the house in 1900. 

Thanks to Derek Boughton and the Elham Historical Society, as well as Rachel Williams, many fascinating photographs have 
guided our choices and direction.  

On the final stretch of this journey, we have now begun to restore and redecorate the Old Vicarage gateway.  

A postcard written by de Bourbel himself revealed the source of his inspi-
ration: he had copied a Norman porch. Our research suggests such a de-
sign goes back to the Middle Ages, with examples in Norman France, The 
Netherlands and Bavaria.  

In keeping with our wish to respect de Bourbel’s ideas, we hope to follow 
in his footsteps by preserving his original choice of design and pattern.  

See below a photograph taken at the funeral of Henry William Selby 
Lowndes, Master of the East Kent foxhounds in 1930.  

 

This decoration may seem rather exotic to some, as it might 
have been to the villagers of last century, but we hope most 
will enjoy it.  

Please do come through the gates and say hello, and maybe 
share stories of the history of this beautiful house which we 
are so fortunate to call our home.  

You will always be most welcome. 

Virginie et les garçons 

 

 

VILLAGE FORUM  
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ELHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

clerk@elhampc.co.uk 

                             Your Parish Council  

Steve 

Jacob  

 

LOCAL NEWS 

 

Full minutes can be seen on the Parish Council website and on the notice board by the Rose and Crown bus stop. Editor 

 

Kevin Lamb 
Chair of PC 
01303 840215 

Christeen Chapman  
Deputy Chair of PC, 
Planning lead 
07973765056 

Geoff Clements  
Tree warden 
01303 840255 

Brian Swan  
Member of PC 
01303 840006 

Kevin Allen  
Member of PC 
Highways lead 
01303 862087 

Chris Francis 
Member of PC 
01303 
840502 

Jeremy 
Osbourne 
Member of PC 

Steve Jacob 
Member of PC 

 
Minutes of the Ordinary meeting of Elham Parish Council on Monday 13th April 2026 

 
Those Present: Councillors: K Lamb (Chair), C Chapman (Vice Chair) B Swan, G Clements, K Allen, C Francis, J 

Osbourne and seven members of the public. Apologies received from K Allen. 

 

To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI), Other significant interests (OSI’s) or a voluntary interest relat-

ing to items on the agenda. 

None were declared. 

 

Minutes- The Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on 2nd March 2026 were approved and were signed as a 
true record by the Chair of meeting. 
  
Chairman’s Report – No report, as all topics covered within Agenda items. 
 

 

Finance  

1.The Accounts from March 2026 were agreed as true record and were signed by the Chair of the meeting. 

2.The Bank Reconciliation from March 2026 was agreed as true record and was signed by the Chair of the meeting. 
3. A contribution of £50.00 to the Little Stour and Nailbourne River Group was discussed and agreed. 

4.The March 2026 invoices were agreed, and payments were approved.  

 

 

Planning 

1.The following applications were considered and comments agreed: 
26/0296/FH - Weavers, Exted Hill, CT4 6YG – Single storey detached outbuilding. Agreed views and comments of the 

Parish Council: NO OBJECTION 
26/03331/FH/TCA - Windmill House, Cullens Hill, Elham CT4 6UJ – works to trees in conservation area. Agreed 

views and comments of the Parish Council: NO OBJECTION 

26/0332/FH- The Laynes, Lickpott Hill, Elham CT4 6TY – Two storey extension including two Juliet balconies, single 

storey extension with balcony above, two front dormer windows. Agreed views and comments of the Parish Council: 

NO OBJECTION 
26/0071/FH - 3 New Inn Cottages, High Street, Elham CT4 6TD – Retrospective planning for a garden building. 

Agreed views and comments of the Parish Council: OBJECTION – recommended planning officer to consider Local 

planning policies HB1 & HB8 
26/0476/FH/TCA - The Old Vicarage, Vicarage Lane, Elham CT4 6TT – Works to trees in conservation area- T3 Nor-

way Maple pollard to eight metres, T7 Ash reduction by four metres & T14 Cherry fell to the ground - Agreed views 

and comments of the Parish Council: NO OBJECTION 

 

2.The following application was received since the agenda was issued, comments agreed: 

26/0526/FH - Hill House Farm, Bladbean CT4 6LU- Listed Buildings Consent for the conversion of the Cow shed/ 

Dairy to form a holiday let together with the erection of an extension. Agreed views and comments of the Parish 

Council: NO OBJECTION but provided the reason the building was initially Grade 11 listed is preserved. 
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LOCAL NEWS 

 
 

… cont/  

3.To note any decisions made by Folkestone and Hythe District Council 

25/2316/FH – 2 The Orchards, Elham CT4 6TR – Single storey rear extension. FHDC Decision – Ap-

proved with conditions. 

 

Highway – The Chair, Cllr Allen and Cllr Francis met with Kent County Councillor, Chris Hespe, and representatives 
from KCC Highways, along with residents, to highlight and discuss the following ongoing issues: 

General damage to roads and infrastructure caused by SWA tankering operations. This was discussed at length. 
Councillor Hespe assured everyone that KCC intend to make sure SWA accept liability for damage caused to 
the roads, kerbs, and verges and would collaborate with all stakeholders to ensure timely reinstatement. 

Damage to layby surface and verge at Worlds Wonder, which had recently been made good by KCC. 
Duck Street – long standing problems with continued flooding. Ottinge & Shuttlesfield suffering from same issues. 
Drainage problems at North Elham – blocked gulleys by the main road causing flooding issues into houses near 

the village pond which has been a recurring problem for five years plus. 
Various potholes throughout the village – though these are slowly being repaired. 
Vicarage Lane – degraded verges and passing places which is a safety issue for pedestrians accessing the area on 

foot.  
Parking issues in the Square. We have contacted the Road Safety Department to discuss solutions. A representa-

tive of the senior management of the Kings Arms attended the meeting to explain that they were monitoring 
the parking situation in the square during busy periods and are keen to work with the parish council to ex-
plore potential options. They are sending emails/ texts to all diners to please park respectfully and consider-
ately. 

 
 

Twinning - The Chair of Elham Twinning Association outlined plans for a visit by ten members of the Ambleteuse 
Twinning Association and requested that funding of around £700 be made by the Parish Council. A contribu-
tion of £10 per Elham participant was also proposed by the twinning chair to further support catering and 
annual membership. It was noted that the Parish Council’s twinning representative had not been included in 
recent planning meetings and discussions. Apparently, this was an oversight. Councillors expressed some con-
cern that catering arrangements consisted of sourcing food including a takeaway from outside the valley, feel-
ing this may miss an opportunity to support local businesses. In response, the Chair of the Twinning Associa-
tion indicated that they would prefer to cancel the event rather than amend the current plans. The Council is 
very supportive of the twinning efforts and would have much preferred to have been able to grant a more sig-
nificant sum had the planning been more adventurous and inclusive of local suppliers and businesses. Howev-
er, the council subsequently agreed to provide funding up to £500, in addition to covering the cost of the Vil-
lage Hall hire (£90). Looking ahead, it was advised that, for continued Parish funding, the Parish Council’s 
representative should be included in all future meetings and communications, and that greater consideration 
be given to engaging with local businesses and reflecting the interests of the Elham community. 

 
Defibrillator – it was agreed that we would get quotes to increase the number of defibrillators throughout the village 
covering from Ottinge through to North Elham. To report back at the next Parish Council meeting.  
 
Burial Ground –to be deferred to the next PC meeting following a request to plant a memorial tree. 
 

War Memorial – to receive additional quotes for repairs to the unsafe concrete to the base of the Memorial and to re-
view at the next PC meeting. Currently have two quotes for cleaning and repointing. (£1374 & £2000) 
 

Allotments – no actions required at this moment. 
 

Insurance – it was agreed that we would get additional quotes to compare with the renewal quote received from Zur-
ich. Renewal date 1.6.2026. 
 

Staffing – staffing committee to meet to review procedure and recruitment of new Clerk. In the meantime, the work-
load will be distributed amongst the councillors. 
 
Village Hall –Parish Council meeting will be held in the Peggy Pike room going forward. 
 
Annual Meeting of the Parish / Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council – these meeting to be held on Monday 11th 
May 2026 at 6.30pm with the various organisations in the village presenting their annual report. 
 
Environment Group – a request was received for wood chip for the herb garden & seeds for the wildflower meadow in 
the churchyard. This was agreed but KL will discuss the option of combining plugs now and seeds in the Autumn to 
help initial establishment and longevity. 
 
Community Orchard – to agree a maintenance plan for the orchard. Reporting back at next PC meeting. 
 
C&A meetings – in response to a question from a parishioner about the timetable for planned C&A meetings, the 
Chair advised that these meetings are for when businesses are delegated to the committee. If all the points are covered 
in an Ordinary Parish meeting, there is no need for a committee or subcommittee meeting. 
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Invitation to Your MP’s Coffee Morning at the Village Hall 
 
           I am pleased to be holding a Coffee Morning at Elham Village Hall on 6 June            

                                                       9:30am to 10:30am. 
  

I hold coffee mornings regularly across the constituency to enable conversations on local and 
national issues that matter most to you and your community.  

This is a great opportunity to meet with me directly and raise your concerns. 
  

If you would like to attend, please email me at sojan.joseph.mp@parliament.uk 
 or contact my office on 01233 515107. 

  

I look forward to meeting you on 6 June                Sojan Joseph MP” 

LOCAL NEWS 

Correspondence -The receipt of correspondence was noted, and any required actions agreed.  
Please see the website for full minutes. 
 
Date of next meeting and Close - The next meeting will be the Annual Meeting of the Parish on Monday 
11th May 2026 at 6.30pm followed by the Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council at 7.30pm. There be-
ing no further business the meeting closed at 10.00pm. 

Note: Dates for period for the Exercise of Public Rights are 3.06.2026 to 14.07.2026 

District Council Report  - Stephen Scoffham  

Drainage system improvements 
 
Problems to do with bathing water and the drainage system are on-going issues which 
impact on us all.  As we all know, Southern Water now resort to tankering operations on a 
regular basis whenever there is a wet winter.  This has caused misery for local residents and damaged local roads. Pollution 
levels on our beaches, especially around Romney Marsh are another concern with huge implications. 
Although it has no direct powers, the Council has been doing its best to hold Southern Water to account.  We have also 
taken the view that we need to engage constructively and work together to achieve results.  The Folkestone MP, Tony 
Vaughan, has taken a lead supporting this campaign.  Together, we appear to have achieved results.  
 
The latest news is that Southern Water have massively increased their planned investment in our area from around £11 
million to £42 million.  They have allocated £7.5 million to the ‘upper Nailbourne villages’.  This will be spent sealing sewers 
to reduce the impact of high groundwater levels on the drainage network, specifically to reduce the risk of pollution in El-
ham, Lyminge, Peane and other settlements. The work is scheduled for 2026-30.  Let’s hope it achieves the desired results.  
This has to be good news, even if it causes disruption. 

District Council Report  -  James Butcher  

North Downs Forum 
 
We set up the North Downs Forum to bring together community groups, local councillors, 
small businesses, and interested individuals, to share ideas and expertise, and get a strong-
er voice for our town and village communities at the District Council. Previous meetings have focused on the local econo-
my, encouraging more tourism in the area, local food production and biodiversity, social isolation & local health services, 
and community energy projects.  
 
Our next meeting is 11 June, 19.00 - 20.30, Elham Village Hall. We'll be hearing from Kent Coast Volunteering about the 
community transport and befriending services they offer. Both services are available across North Downs, but aren’t as 
widely known about as they should be - and more local volunteers are needed.  
 

Editor’s note: The report from the Environment Group is on page 12 and from the Elham Twinning Association,  page 23 .   

mailto:sojan.joseph.mp@parliament.uk
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LOCAL NEWS 

District Council Report  -  David Godfrey 

Firstly, my congratulations to Kevin Lamb and Christeen Chapman for continuing as Chair 
and Vice chair respectively of Elham Parish Council and to their fellow Councillors who will 
collectively represent the Parish for the next year. There will be Elections for Town and Par-
ish Councils throughout Folkestone and Hythe District in May 2027.  
My opinion is that those elections will be particularly important to maintain a local voice in local government as we enter 
the as yet uncharted waters of Local Government Re-organisation which will see the dissolution of the District Council and 
formation of a new much larger Unitary Council.  At this time, we are still awaiting the government’s decision on the for-
mation of the new Unitary which may or may not reflect FHDC preference to join with, Dover, Thanet, Canterbury, and 
Ashford. It remains to be seen whether the current turmoil at Westminster will delay this decision. 
OtterPool Park 
I was delighted to learn that a crucial part of the Otterpool Park development has been approved taking the project a step 
closer to delivery. Plans for wastewater treatment works, associated wetlands, and a primary substation at Otterpool Park 
– submitted by Otterpool Park LLP – have been approved by Kent County Council.  
The positive decision on the application follows news of a renewed collaboration agreement between Folkestone & Hythe 
District Council and Homes England - the government’s housing and regeneration agency. The collaboration gives the coun-
cil access to the additional skills and expertise necessary to successfully progress the high-quality scheme and attract the 
level of investment required to deliver at this scale. 
I have always supported the OtterPool development which will bring homes, employment and new schools with it and am  
proud to have been a Cabinet Member under the Conservative Administration which had the vision and courage to seek 
and win Garden town status for Otterpool Park and in playing a part in developing the Otterpool Park Charter which will 
help protect the environment .  The Charter can be seen at https://www.otterpoolpark.org/app/uploads/2023/03/
A_Charter_for_Otterpool_Park-1.pdf 
Energy efficiency for Council properties 
Folkestone & Hythe District Council has begun its first dedicated solar installation programme for council-owned homes. 
The two-year contract is expected to deliver roof-mounted solar panels to 250 properties and is part of the council’s cam-
paign to reduce the carbon footprint of its housing stock. Properties have been selected based on current energy perfor-
mance and suitability in supporting the council to meet Minimum Energy Efficiency Standards (MEES) and helping to re-
duce tenants’ energy bills. 
463 council homes have already benefitted from energy efficiency improvements following the completion of the multi 
million-pound Social Housing Decarbonisation Fund (SHDF) project. 
Here again I am proud to have been the Cabinet Member for Housing when the previous Administration took back control 
of its Housing stock and began the long journey to improving energy efficiency and am pleased that the current Administra-
tion have continued with this excellent progress. 
Summer coastal visitor Litter disposal. 
The District Council will be tackling litter this summer with new high-capacity compactor bins, additional crews, and the 
return of e bike collections at key coastal hotspots. 
The initiatives form part of the #LoveYourBeach campaign, delivered in partnership with Dover District Council and waste 
contractor, Veolia, and aim to keep the district’s coastline clean and welcoming for residents, visitors and wildlife. 
Building on the success of five solar‑powered compactor bins installed last summer, a further five bins each with the ability 
to hold up to 570 litres of waste will be introduced in 2026, doubling capacity at busy areas along the district’s coastline. 
An additional 23 purple bulk bins, each holding up to 1,100 litres, will also be in place during peak periods to make it as 
easy as possible for visitors to dispose of their rubbish. Crews will also operate an increased collection schedule, emptying 
these bins multiple times a day when required. 
Two zero‑emission e‑bike collection bikes will return during the summer months, allowing crews to access hard‑to‑reach 
areas that larger vehicles cannot. 
This time I can take no credit for this initiative and congratulate the teams carrying this out. 
Wishing everybody a pleasant Summer 
Cllr David Godfrey                           North Downs East Ward, FHDC 

We also want to get some community projects off the ground, for example encouraging sustainable tourism (linked to the 
bid for UNESCO Geopark status for the chalk landscape that connects us to France) or projects to encourage more local 
food production, or work to protect and celebrate the Nailbourne.  
Our upcoming meetings are:   11 June 2026 - Elham Village Hall 
                                                                                                                          24 September 2026 - Knowler Farm, Stelling Minnis 
                                                                                                                           12 November 2026 - Hawkinge Community Centre 
                                                                                                                           11 February 2027 - venue TBC 
                                                                                                                             08 April 2027 - venue TBC          
  Anyone is welcome to come along, so if you think you might be interested, do get in 
touch.              james.butcher@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk  

https://www.folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/news/article/13/-2m-award-for-social-housing-decarbonisation
https://www.folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/news/article/13/-2m-award-for-social-housing-decarbonisation
mailto:james.butcher@folkestone-hythe.gov.uk
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Elham Environment Group June 
Diary 
 
We connect with local environment-focused groups as part of 
a global movement to care for our one and only planet. 
 

For example, we are interested in restoring an ancient herit-
age pond in our area as part of The Kent Downs' Natural 
Landscape Project to map the ancient heritage ponds which 
were once a common feature but have since disappeared 
from view. This will help to support wildlife in our changing 
climate, For more information please visit KentDowns.org.uk. 

World Bee Day, celebrated on 20 May, raised awareness of 
the vital role bees and other pollinators play in ecosystems 
and food production. Nearly 90% of wild flowering plants and 
over 75% of global crops rely on pollination. The day also 
highlighted growing threats such as habitat loss, pesticides, 
and climate change. People are encouraged to plant bee-
friendly flowers, support local beekeepers, reduce pesticide 
use, and spread awareness. 
 

And here is an achievable initiative that we can all get behind: 

Let It Bloom June builds on No Mow May by encouraging gar-
deners to leave areas uncut, allowing wildflowers to thrive. 
This creates habitats for pollinators, supports biodiversity, and 
keeps gardens colourful and resilient, even during dry sum-
mer conditions.  
 

If you would like to know more about what Elham Environ-
ment Group gets up to, please contact Chris Jel-
ly: chrisjelly71@gmail.com 

LOCAL NEWS 

 
Summer Wildlife  

at  
Jumping Downs 

 

Saturday 13th June, 10.30am to 12.00pm  
(1st walk)  

and 1.00 pm to 2.30pm  
(2nd walk).  

Meet at the entrance to Jumping Downs on South Barham 
Hill (the gate will be open to allow parking in the field). 

 

Join naturalist Alfie Gay for a walk across 
Jumping Downs to learn about some of 

the wildlife that occurs on this wonderful 
piece of Kent countryside.  

 
Cost: Free (donations welcome). Any donations will go the 

upkeep of Jumping Downs.  
There will be a morning walk and an afternoon walk.  

If you would like more information please contact 

Alfie via email alfgkg@hotmail.com)  
or phone (07725 466003). 

http://kentdowns.org.uk/
mailto:chrisjelly71@gmail.com
mailto:alfgkg@hotmail.com
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JUNE WORD 

SEARCH       

Oh You!     

 
English is such a difficult language to 

learn … letters pronounced differently 

in different words!   

 

Can you find all these words that have 

‘ou’ in them?  

 

Read them out loud and see how 

many DIFFERENT ways ‘OU’ is 

pronounced! 

 

Bought    Dough   Gout   Sought   

Mountain   Proudly  Vermouth   

Brought   Flounce   Council   

Fought   House  Loud   Ought   

Noun   Rough   Roundabout   

Trough      Thorough   Wounded   

Youthful 

 

 
House For Sale in Elham 

Three Bedrooms Two Bathrooms  
Immaculate Condition  

Stunning Views 
Offers around £420,000  
For open day information  

or sole viewing, please email: 
elhamhousesale@mail.com 

 

mailto:elhamhousesale@mail.com
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These are the classes  from the Gardening Society Schedule that you 

may find helpful  if you plan on being CREATIVE! 

LOCAL  NEWS 
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A few weeks of beautiful weather - spring sunshine and daytime warmth but, 
oh dear, we do need rain.  After the February drenching, it’s  hard to believe 
we are so desperate now. 
 
The speaker at the meeting on 16th April was Jo Arnell whose talk covered 
most aspects of the work of the average gardener, which we all knew, but 
appreciated her view of the tasks involved.  Her talk was entertaining with a 
lot of useful tips cunningly disguised.  A very good evening. 

 
June, with Open Gardens is looming close -  the gardeners will be working very, very, hard and longing for rain but also 
afraid that it may not stop!      
 
Barbara is delighted that a number of people have offered to help with the refreshments and will welcome more.  Can I 
give a gentle reminder that we do still need the promise of more cakes of any variety or size? It's always so satisfying to 
see the joy on the visitors’ faces when they see real homemade cakes.   If you can help, please email Barbara Athow on 
bathow50@ btinternet.com. 
 
After Open Gardens, we can then turn our thoughts to the Annual Show at the end of July.  lots of different classes to suit 
all interests.  So do pick up a schedule and, even if you have never competed before, have a go! 
 
The speakers at the meeting on 18th June will be Jeff and Sylvia Wagner who will talk about Alan Bloom and the legacy of 
Bressingham. Don't miss it. 
 
Meetings are held in the Peggy Pike room of the Village Hall on the third Thursday of the month at 7.30pm   -    all wel-
come.                                            Frances Horton.     -    840550. 

  

 

REMINDER - GARDEN COMPETITIONS 
 
Entries for the Garden Competitions to be telephoned to the Show Secretary, Pam Tebbs on: 01303 840693 by 5 pm on 
Friday 5th June.  
 
The Gardens will be judged on Friday 12th June. Please circle these entries on your entry form. Please consider entering 
both classes. 

Elham Summer Food and Craft Festival  14th June 

The Harrowing Challenge Bowl 
Given by Lt. Col. W.W. Harrowing for the garden in the Parish of Elham with the most pleasing combination of design,  
colour and content. 
 
The Harrowing Challenge Cup 
Given by Lt. Col. W.W. Harrowing for the best home garden or allotment in the Parish of Elham. 

Final preparations for the Summer Food and Craft Festival on Sunday 14 June are in hand and with 

more than 35 stalls – some old favourites and some first timers - it should be another great market. 

Once again Elham Bellringers will provide a lovely overture leading up to the Opening of the Market 

at 11.00 by our very own Pam Ferris. 

Of course, the Market is the same weekend as the Open Gardens, so it promises to be part of a busy and very special 

Elham Weekend. 

Come and do some shopping and enjoy a range of refreshments before you set off around the gardens! We look for-

ward to seeing you. 

If you have any last-minute market queries please contact our Market Manager, Debbie Francis 

[elhamfarmersmarket@gmail.com]. 

TG 

http://btinternet.com/
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Elham Gardening Society - OPEN GARDENS – TEAS 

SATURDAY 13TH JUNE/SUNDAY 14TH JUNE 2026 

Hoorah! It’s June at last when the labour of months of organising comes to fruition 
on 13th/14th.  

“Team 26” is a formidable army of 34 helpers PLUS a further 20 bakers who between 
them have promised over 40 cakes. ELHAM – you are amazing. I cannot thank you enough for your 
sterling support. All we need now is to be blessed with a sunny weekend.  

Should there still be anyone who wants to join in I can certainly fit you in, also a few more cakes would 
ensure a fine choice the entire weekend. 

Let me know on bathow50@btinternet.com  

Here’s hoping many of you will visit the beautiful gardens our members are opening and then enjoy tea 
and delicious cake at The Old Vicarage. 

Barbara Athow. 

Open Gardens Teas Team. 

Why does Elham support The National Garden Scheme  

Open Gardens? 

For many years members of Elham Gardening Society have opened their gardens for charity. Why? 

As gardeners we work hard for our gardens to look their best and accept we are always up against a 

battle with the unreliable weather, ever hungry garden bugs and weeds we would be happy to see 

elsewhere.   

June is a good time for gardens with roses and perennial shrubs flowering together, and annual plants 

gracing borders and pots. 

We know other people enjoy gardens too. For many years, 

members of Elham Gardening Society have shared our gardens 

with you as village neighbours and with many members of the 

general public. In so doing we have raised thousands of pounds for 

charity. 

We are not alone in this as we partner with The National Garden 

Scheme. With gardens in England, Wales and The Channel Islands, 

they raise funds to support medical, social care and community 

organisations, reaching across services familiar to many of us such 

as Macmillan and Marie Curie Cancer Support, Hospice Care, 

Parkinson’s UK, Carers Trust as well as supporting hospital and 

community gardens. 

Please come along for a chance to explore our gardens while 

helping to raise vital funds through the tickets you buy and the 

simple pleasures of garden visits, tea and cake. (See our poster on 

page 17). 

Carole Kincaid 
Elham Open Gardens Secretary 
 

mailto:bathow50@btinternet.com
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 19 LOCAL NEWS 

Editor 

KNOW YOUR NEIGHBOUR 

Fiona Stephens is not known by many people but they will know Olga who started 

living with her in 2022 when Olga’s family left Ukraine to escape the war. Fiona agreed to  

feature as the neighbour we can get to know this month.  

How long have you 

been part of the 

Elham Communi-

ty? 

I moved here in October 2021 from Hawkinge because I wanted more green space 
for my dogs and my well-being, post Covid. My garden felt very small during Covid. I 
moved down from Scotland in 1987 to take up a job at Folkestone Harbour working 
as a Customs Officer. I lived in Folkestone from then until 2004, when I moved to 
Hawkinge. I was only coming down for three years! 

What do you consider 

your greatest 

achievement to 

date? 

My greatest achievement is being part of a friendship group that has stuck together 
since primary school, through thick and thin, ups and downs and we still all like each 
other and laugh a lot. I am adding my brother and sister to this group – don’t know 
what I would do without them. 

 

When were you happi-

est? 

  

I’m pretty happy now and I’m doing OK. I loved it when my son was a baby, I was 
very, very happy then, but you don’t want to think that nothing can compare to that, 
you are responsible for your own happiness. 

 

What did you want to 

be when you 

were growing up? 

I wanted to be a vet and then I wanted to be a journalist. I learned that you needed 
better qualifications to be a vet than a doctor, so that one went out the window. At 
school I sat next to Iain King and we planned to go to Napier College in Edinburgh 
to do journalism. He did. He became sports editor for the Scottish Sun for years, 
wrote books and is now a soccer coach in Canada. I went to Aberdeen University 

What keeps you awake 

at night? 
Very little. My dogs sometimes because they snore. But I am not a worrier. 

What is the most im-

portant lesson life 

has taught you? 

You are stronger and can cope with much more than you can ever imagine. I nursed 
my terminally ill husband at home for 9 months supported by Pilgrims Hospice at 
Home and survived and now I thrive. 

 

Which village event do 

you most look 

forward to? 

I enjoy the Christmas Tree Light Up Elham because it is the start of Christmas prop-
er. And it is when the owls are the most vocal. I put lights along the top of my gar-
age and all over my house, it’s not tasteful but I LOVE it! 

 

Tell us three activities 

that keep you 

busy? 

-Travelling to Scotland to visit my family every couple of months 

-Hanging out with my dogs in my field. I love the fact that I have a field. It’s 
NUTS! 

-I am an HR director for a charity which keeps me VERY busy. 
What one change in 

the village would 

improve your life? 

A village bistro – cheap would be good. 

Cat, dog or goldfish? Dog. When I was growing up I had all three, the cat was Whisky, the dog was Las-
sie and the fish was called fish. My grannie used to tell us off for not cleaning the 
goldfish bowl… sometimes you couldn’t see ‘fish’. 

 

What is the worst job 

you have ever 

done? 

I have been quite fortunate; I’ve not had any bad jobs as such. I used to work at 
Olympus Sport in the trainer department, I was about 16. Other peoples’ feet are not 
nice. 

Tell us a joke. 

  

How do you make anti-freeze? 

Steal her nightie. 

What would the peo-

ple of Elham not 

know about you? 

See introductory line! My husband was very particular about the spelling of our 
surname, he would say ‘Stephens with a P H’ and I used to ‘tease’ him about it but 
now I am even worse and do exactly the same. I have to spell the P H after a delay, 
otherwise they spell Fiona with a PH. 

I had my photograph taken with Martin Shaw (The Professionals - 1970s TV show 
fame) when a new housing development in East Kilbride was opened. It was freez-
ing and he didn’t want to be there any more than we did. 

 

Last thoughts, final 

word. 

Make sure the people around you know that you love them. People not things, 
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CHURCH PAGES 

Please visit our website for information about our churches, 

services & events www.elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk 

NOTICES for June 

Every Tuesday at St. Mary’s…  Traditional Morning Prayer at 8.30am in the Jesus Chapel.  Download the free 

Church of England app or use the red book.  A good way to begin the day. https://play.google.  

com/store/apps/details?id=com.aimermedia.dailyprayer&pli=1  

Every Monday at the Methodist Hall …   

Coffee and cake, a warm welcome and friendship, 10.30am – 12pm  

Churches Together in Elham Valley June 

Please contact -: Ruth Collie (01303 840773)  for information 

7
th

 June  – 1
st

 Sunday after Trinity 

0800 Said Holy Communion; 0930 – Morning Service 

Lectionary readings: 

Genesis 12.1-9; Psalm 33.1-12 ; Romans 4.13-25; Matthew 9.9-13,18-26 

14
th

 June  – 2
nd

 Sunday after Trinity 

0845 Morning Prayer to begin walk to Denton 

 

Lectionary readings: 

Genesis 18.1-15 [21.1-7]; Psalm 116.1,10-17; Romans 5.1-8; Matthew 9.35 - 10.8 [9-23] 

21
st

 June  – 3
rd

 Sunday after Trinity 

09.30 Eucharist 

Lectionary readings: 

Genesis 21.8-21; Psalm 86.1-10,16-17*; Romans 6.1b-11; Matthew 10.24-39 

28
th

 June  – 4
th

 Sunday after Trinity 

09:30 Morning Service 

Lectionary readings: 

Genesis 22.1-14; Psalm 13; Romans 6.12-23; Matthew 10.40-42 

Elham Methodist Church 

(all at 9.30am unless otherwise  stated) 

Services for June 

7th  Video Service 

14
th 

Rev Gill Songer – Holy Communion, United Service (10.15am) 

21
st  

Tom Lewis 

28
th
 United service at Rhodes Minnis  

http://www.elhamvalleygroupofchurches.co.uk
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aimermedia.dailyprayer&pli=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aimermedia.dailyprayer&pli=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aimermedia.dailyprayer&pli=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aimermedia.dailyprayer&pli=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aimermedia.dailyprayer&pli=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aimermedia.dailyprayer&pli=1
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Donations   

We would greatly 
appreciate your help to 
continue our work for 
God in the village of 
Elham and surrounding 
areas.  If you can, 
please consider making 
a donation. This is our 
QR code for St Mary’s 
Elham. To donate using 
this code, open up the 
camera on a mobile phone - point the camera at 

the QR code – follow the instructions. �   

The offertory plate will go round in the service, 
during one of the hymns. There is also the 
opportunity to donate by card using the PAYAZ 
machine by the North door.  

Safeguarding / ‘A Safe Church’:   
If you ever have any concerns, contact our Parish 
Safeguarding Officer: 
Susannah Pallot :  susannahpallot@gmail.com  
 
Paper Copies of  Notices  
Some copies are available on back table in 
church.  Please take a copy to give to those 
unable to access the internet.  

CHURCH and  LOCAL NEWS 

The Rector’s wonderings… 
I wonder if you ever have trouble sleeping…? 
 
One Gospel passage tells us that ‘Early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up to pray… 
 

It would not surprise me at all if difficulty sleeping led Jesus to get up and pray. 
 

He had much to be concerned about - powerful people in the community and places of 
worship were plotting and scheming to be rid of him; trying to balance his time 
amongst the many who wanted his attention and presence; thinking about how best to 
maintain his favour with people yet knowing there were systems and attitudes which 
needed to be challenged to bring about God’s righteous and just ways of love and kind-
ness, mercy and truth.   
 

Spending time in prayer is what enabled Jesus to be consoled or reassured.  Comforted is 
another word we could use. There’s something about praying to God which opens up a 
new way of seeing things.  We are able to view things through a different, more life 
giving lens. 
 

There was an old song called Count Your Blessings which sums up what prayer can do - recalling the many instances which 
reassure or comfort us. 
 

For example most recently during one early morning prayer time ( yep, I couldn’t sleep!). 
I took great consolation from being warmly invited to a 90th birthday party and a wedding reception, being asked to con-
duct a loved one’s funeral, being given the gift of a painting with an affirming letter of appreciation.  
 

Thankfulness, friendship and hope for the future are all common features which console and encourage us. When we are 
consoled, this can help us get a good night’s sleep! 
 

I wonder if next time you pray you could ask God to direct your thoughts by his Holy Spirit ….then notice what happens 
next. 
 
 
Prayer : Loving God, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever 
is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – help me to think about such things (Philippians 4:8). Amen 
 
Revd Carol Bates 

mailto:susannahpallot@gmail.com
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ELHAM TWINNING ASSOCIATION  
A group of 10 members from our twin village of Ambleteuse joined a group of more than 

20 enthusiastic Twinning Association members under brilliant sunshine on St George’s 

Day for a first exchange visit. The Parish Council had agreed in 2025 to ringfence £1000 

p.a. for The Twinning Association which was funding this visit.  In addition, members were 

asked to pay an annual £10 membership fee. This visit marked the 

culmination of the work to set up this new association, carried out over the 

past few years by council officials on both sides of the Channel. No parish 

councillors attended but we were joined by a district councillor. 

A working group in Elham, representing many organisations and interests 

in the village, only had six weeks to organise an interesting programme for 

our French visitors, showcasing the best of Elham, offering traditional 

English food and Kent hospitality.  

In spite of careful planning, our visitors arrived an hour early! But the team 

who had volunteered to cater for the day sprang into action: bacon butties 

were prepared in the Village Hall kitchen and tea and coffee was brewed 

in the Peggy Pike Room, our headquarters for the day.  

The rest of the day followed the well-planned timetable. This included 

firstly an historical tour of Elham (borrowed from Elham Historical Society 

website) conducted by me in French and in English by Ian Sladden. The 

English who joined this tour were surprised at what they did not know 

about their own village! We were delighted to have three representatives 

of the Royal British Legion join us for a short ceremony at one of our 

Commonwealth War Graves in the burial ground. 

Meanwhile a group of Elham 

artists had prepared an exhibition 

of their art for all to enjoy on return 

to the 

Village Hall and the catering 

team had set the tables for 

lunch. Piping hot fish and chips 

and mushy peas were collected from the excellent 

Seafarers shop in Cheriton and was served 

traditionally (in the cartons - not newspaper!) with 

salt, vinegar and H P sauce. It went down a storm 

with the visitors. The option of going to the King’s 

Arms for fish and chips had been discussed but the 

Twinning Team felt that the cost would be excessive 

for the 30+ people attending.  

Following a short visit to the Elham Community Shed (see page 25), to explain 

the history of the Shed movement and 

its aims, two French guests visited the 

primary school, led by Jenny and Trevor 

Gasson.  Ian organised a game of 

pétanque with our Elham team, and 

others joined me in a walk to Collards 

Wood where the owners, Karen White 

and Sylvia Scott, very kindly gave us a 

tour and talk on managing an ancient 

woodland. And the bluebells were still 

out! 

 

LOCAL NEWS 
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ELHAM TWINNING ASSOCIATION   

Continued 

Afternoon tea was a traditional cream tea with scones from 

our very own Elham Tea House and cakes made by Barba-

ra Athow. I explained the Cornish / Devonian dilemma of 

how to eat scones with jam and cream or cream and jam 

(made from Elham Village Hall damsons and donations from other village jam 

makers).  

We exchanged gifts: all our French visitors received a framed cartoon of 

Elham, beautiful keyring fobs made in our Community Shed and a bag of 

typical English jelly babies. We received a decorative glass plaque which 

is displayed at the Village Hall and a hamper of Ambleteuse goods, 

which will be raffled at a later date. 

This amazing day was made possible not only because of the Parish 

Council funding but importantly by willing volunteers from our village taking on the various roles of 

guides, caterers, baristas, hall decorators, balloon pumpers, poster makers, take-away collection per-

son, and genial bi-lingual hosts, making our French visitors as welcome as we possibly could.  

Moving on, we are already planning summer events in Elham, possibly small visits to Ambleteuse, and 

a return weekend group visit next year. We want to 

keep our members engaged and recruit more, so 

come and meet us and find out more in the Com-

munity Hub Gazebo at the Elham Food & Craft 

Festival in the Square on Sunday 14 June. 

 

LOCAL NEWS 

PS 
Since the visit the Ambleteuse headteacher, accompanied 
by a member who is a former English teacher, visited El-
ham School on 14 May.  
School governor and twinning member, Trevor Gasson, 
who accompanied them, said: "Today’s visit was very suc-
cessful. Jean - Noel, the Ambleteuse headteacher, and our 
headteacher, Joe, got on very well and a programme for links between the two schools has been happily agreed. We 
think that the relationship will be maintained and Serge and we are very pleased to have facilitated this. 
We hope to arrange a return visit in the autumn. Predictably Serge and Jean-Noel arrived early - at 07.15! - but in 
light of experience we were ready for them!" 

Anne Leva, chair, Elham Ambleteuse Twinning Association 
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This Month in Elham Community Shed 

We were grateful for the recent dry weather which 

enabled us to complete a  ‘Safe Space Booth’ 

requested via the UK Men’s Shed Association for the 

Caldecott Foundation School in Smeeth. This was 

constructed using only donated recycled timber 

pallets. The booth was completed, delivered and erected in 

mid-May, as you can see from the attached pictures.  

The French guests from Ambleteuse (see page xxx) were 

welcomed to Elham Community Shed on their twinning visit on 23rd April. They showed 

considerable interest in the ethos and practical work and all went home with a fine Shed

-made Elham / Ambleteuse key fob memento created by Graham Holdstock, one of our 

session leaders, and Peter Morgan, from old donated oak gateposts.  

Underpinning our activities is the ethos of spending time together and sharing experiences 

and expertise. Chatting is good! We have a regular number of members who just call in for 

coffee. Encouraging more of our members to become actively involved participants is still an 

aim for the Shed Team. There were 50 members attending sessions last month.   

Elham Community Shed is open on Tuesday for coffee and conversation, Thursday all day and 

Saturday mornings. Some of the members come to work on particular projects, some come to 

work on their own tasks, others to learn new skills. 

Come and meet us, see samples of the things that have been made and find out more in the Community Hub Gazebo at 

the Elham Food & Craft Festival on Sunday 14 June in The Square. 

Jim Clements, ECS                elhamshed@gmail.com and on Facebook 

 

 

 

mailto:elhamshed@gmail.com
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Elham Church of England Primary School 
Summer has arrived at Elham Church of England Primary School 

The month of May means the beginning of the assessment cycle in primary schools, and Elham 

Church of England Primary School is no different. Our Year 6 pupils have recently completed their 

SATs, statutory tests which 11-year-olds across the country take part in. These results are then 

published and help inform parents and inspectors of the progress which children who attend our school achieve. We are 

incredibly proud of all of our Year 6 pupils, who enjoyed SATs breakfast each morning and attacked the tests with gusto 

and positivity. We await the results which will be with schools in early July. There are further tests taking place in school 

this month, including KS1 SATs, the Phonics Screening Check and the Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check.  

We have now received our prospective numbers for the new starters in Reception in September 2026. Whilst it is still 

early days, and much can change, the numbers are looking encouraging and are up on recent years. There are still spaces 

available in all year groups. If you know of children or families who are looking for a school or are considering a move, 

please put them in touch with our office, we would be happy to meet with them and share our amazing school.  

On Thursday May 14th, we were visited by the headteacher of Ambleteuse School. This is in relation to the ongoing 

twinning activities taking place between Elham and Ambleteuse. Mr Magliocco and Mr Totain discussed how the schools 

could work together and forge closer links which support the learning and understanding of children on both sides of the 

Channel. This included the proposal of a petanque game in the village, the potential for an exchange and virtual pen-pals. 

Watch this space for more information in the future.  

With warm wishes, 

Mr Magliocco 

Headteacher 

Elham Church of England Primary School 

 

 

 ‘The Mans Book’ by Thomas Fink , a book that  advises men on appropriate behaviour, 
published  in 2006  
 
‘The average man will shave his beard approximately 15000 times in his lifetime. Spending a total of 80 days. So it is worth 
considering how essential this ritual is.  
On average facial hair grows as long as it is wide every three hours.  
It grows about .4 inches a month. Different lengths of facial hair have different names.  

 

There are two myths about beards that should be dispelled. The first is that the speed of growth diminishes with the length 

of the hair. This is not possible as the hair follicle cannot tell how long the hair is, only how old it its and after a fixed period 

the old hair is expelled and new hair emerges. The second myth is that shaved hair grows back thicker. This is only party true 

in that the first growth of hair is the finest part and further growth is normal thickness. Cutting off the fine tip makes the end 

thicker but cutting it again has no effect.’                                                                                                                                     Editor 

name days Notes 

Shadow <1 Change of shade, whiskers not noticeable 

umbra 1-2 Worn with impunity ‘I have been very busy’. 

stubble 3-4 Ambiguous. Did he forget to shave? 

Designer stubble 5-8 Stubble with intent, no longer negligence. 

bristle 9-16 Most awkward stage of growing a beard 

beard 17 + Will continue to grow at 5 inches a year 
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News from Elham Valley Cricket Club 

2026 Season  
The new season started in late April and will run to the end of September.  
This year we have one Saturday team in the Kent Regional feeder league.  On Sundays we play a mixture of friendly and 
Sunday league cricket. All matches are played over 40 overs.   
We are a small but friendly village team with excellent facilities, and always keen to attract local players from Elham / 
Barham and the surrounds. 
NEW PLAYERS ARE VERY WELCOME – ANY age or standard.  
 
Practice night is on Wednesday / Friday Evenings 6.00 – 8.00, using the nets at the ground.   
 
We also welcome any spectators; there is ample parking available at the ground. 
 
Junior coaching and teams 
Junior coaching sessions (ages 5 – 16) at the club on Friday evenings 5.30 – 7.30pm throughout the summer from end of 
April until August. 
We are also planning to run various age group teams depending upon numbers. 
 

Open days / coffee mornings / quiz nights 
Saturday mornings in May the ground will be open for visitors – everybody is invited to come down and chat cricket, 
view the ground, facilities and even have a go at some groundwork! 
We are also hoping to resume our regular quiz nights at Elham Village Hall so look out for forthcoming events!  
 
For more information contacts are: 
 
Chris Laker – secretary 01303 230035 
Kav Risby – junior coaching / Saturday – evccjuniors@gmail.com 
Andy Sellars – treasurer / Sunday vice-captain – 07387 410006.  

LOCAL  NEWS 
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LOCAL  NEWS 

 Page Size Price 

Per month Eighth £8.00 

  Quarter £16.00 

  Half £32.00 

  Full £64.00 

 Per Year for 

11 editions 

Eighth £55.00 

  Quarter £110.00 

  Half £220.00 

ELHAM NEWSLETTER   

Advertising Rates 

To advertise in the Elham Newsletter  

contact  

elhamnewsletter@gmail.com 
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 32 LOOKING AFTER YOU and YOUR FAMILY’S WELLBEING 

A charming and characterful  

micropub located on our  

working farm in Acrise. 

Open Friday 16:00 – 22:30  

(drinks and bar snacks) 

Saturday 12:00 – 22:30  

(with food and live music) 

Sunday 12:00 – 18:00  

(drinks and bar snacks) 
 

Blandred Farm, Reece Lane, Acrise 

CT18 8LW 
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LOOKING AFTER YOU AND YOUR FAMILY’S WELLBEING 

Guided Safaris 
Self-Drive Adventures 
Tailor Made Holidays 

 
 
 

Contact Your Elham Safari Specialist 

www.yoursafari.co.uk 

kathryn@yoursafari.co.uk 

01233 510269 

Clinics in Ashford, Dover, New Romney      Home visits on request 

07745 532075 
Podiatry, Chiropody, Foot Health. 

Treating and managing foot and nail conditions, corns, callus, 
insoles, ingrown nails, diabetic foot care 

www.eastkentfootcare.co.uk 

Now offering additional clinic 

appointments - book today 

 Nail Cutting 
 General Foot Health 
 Diabetic Foot Care 
 Callous Removal 
 Fungal Nail 
 Verruca Treatments 
 Ingrown Toenail 

 
4 Station Road, Lyminge. CT18 8HP 

07832797341 
jayne@solelyfootcare.co.uk 
Www.solelyfootcare.co.uk 

 

 



  

  

 

34 

LOOKING AFTER YOU and YOUR FAMILY’S WELLBEING 

 

 

Sara’s Fruits 

Apple and Pear Juice - 1 Litre Bottles 

Frozen Fruits 500g Freezer Bags 

 

 

Raspberries Blueberries 

Littlegate House, Park Gate, Elham CT4 6NE 

Email sara@littlegatehouse.com 

07980911589 

FRESH BERRIES NOW ALSO FOR SALE  

Do you need a helping hand? 
 

Garden and Domestic Work 
House and Pet Sitting 

 Small Animal Care 
 
 
       

 
 Then please ’phone 

 Fiona Johnson 

 01303 840507 
  (working locally for 30 years)  
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LOOKING AFTER YOU and YOUR FAMILY’S WELLBEING 

Hatha, Zen and Yin Yoga  

Mindfulness Meditation 

Trauma Informed Yoga 

 Pre and Post Natal Yoga 

1:1 and group classes  
 

Gentle Evening Yoga, Wednesdays 7-8 PM  

Morning Yoga, Fridays 10-11 AM 
Currently at St Mary’s Church Hall, Elham 

 

serenityyoga20@gmail.com 
 www.serenityyoga20.com 

 @serenityyoga 

 

Pilates, Skeletal alignment exercises and Stretch 
Tuesday Morning 08.30-09.25 and 9.30-10.25 
Elham Village Hall CT4 6SX 
 
Thursday morning 
Pilates, Mobility exercises and Stretch 
08.30- 09.25 and 09.30- 10.25 
 Elham Village Hall CT4 6SX 

janenemoat@gmail.com 

mailto:serenityyoga20@gmail.com
http://www.serenityyoga20.com
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BARKING BEAUTIES  

01303 840456 / 07866 463660 

Unit 11, Barham Business Park 

Valley Road, Barham CT4 6DQ 

Fully qualified City and Guilds grooming: 

Bathing, drying, nail clipping. De-matting. Hand stripping and 

de-shedding. 

Fully qualified City and Guilds Master Diploma and K9 First 

Aid qualified. 

£16 for simple wash and blow dry. 

www.affinityandbarkingbeauties.co.uk 

An independently owned veterinary 
surgery for all types of small animals. 

Separate waiting, consultation and 
recovery rooms for cats, small pets and 

dogs. 

Opening hours: 
Monday to Friday 08:00-19:00 

Saturday 08:30-13:00 
24hour emergency service 

Hawkinge Veterinary Surgery 9b Defiant 
Close Hawkinge CT18 7SU 

TEL: 01303 764190 

www.hawkingevetsurgery.co.uk 
email hawkingevetsurgery@gmail.com  

 

 

   Mutts Appreciated   

Professional  
Dog Grooming Services 

 

Based in Newingreen 
Fully qualified and insured 

All breeds welcome 
Tel: 07927335947 

Instagram: @muttsappreciated 
 

LOOKING AFTER YOU and YOUR FAMILY’S WELLBEING 

       

 

 Elham  

Dog Training Club  

Elham Village Hall 

Kennel Club Good Citizen Dog Scheme 

All Levels Training  

Puppy Training 

Talking Dog’s Rally Training 

Kennel Club Accredited Instructor and 
Kennel Club Good Citizens Scheme 

Assessors 
Please call Sue Coulstock to book a space 

07979174659 or  

email: elhamdtc@gmail.com 

Visit www.elhamdogtrainingclub.com for more 
information 

Anna's Animal Physiotherapy  
RVN, Dip. A. Physio, IAAT. 

 
Offering physiotherapy 
assessment and treat-
ment of dogs, cats and 
small animals. 

 
Physiotherapy helps with osteoarthritis and the ageing 
pet, post operative orthopaedic surgery, neurological and 
spinal conditions, as well as unexplained lameness and 
many more conditions. 

 
I use a combination of manual therapy, electrotherapies 
and targeted exercises to rehabilitate your pet depending 
on your their needs. I also address environmental and 
exercise factors that can help your pet with their condi-
tion and we construct a home treatment plan that works 
for you and your pet. 

 
I have over 19 yrs experience working with animals, I am 
fully insured and am a member of the International As-
sociation of Animal Therapists (IAAT). 

For more information please visit my website: 

annasanimalphysio.co.uk  
or feel free to contact me on 07944 606453  

or email me at: anna@annasanimalphysio.co.uk   
 

Instagram: @annas_animal_physiotherapy,  
Facebook @annasanimalphysiotherapy   

http://www.hawkingevetsurgery.co.uk
http://annasanimalphysio.co.uk/
mailto:anna@annasanimalphysio.co.uk
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CAROL CREES 
CLEARANCES 

HOUSE CLEARANCE IN SOUTH EAST 
KENT 

Based in Folkestone 
Full/Part House Clearance 

Est. over 30 years –Fair Prices Paid 
Antique/Vintage/Retro/Modern 

Registered Rubbish Carrier 
 

Contact SIMON CULLEN 07745 421680 
sijnzo@aol.com 

 

Air Link Cars 

(You pack up, We pick up) 

 
               Airport, Seaport and Long Distance  
                             Travel Specialist 

The family run business  
where service really counts.  

Estate cars and people carriers. 
Fixed price 24 hrs a day. No extras. 

Written confirmation of booking. 
Established 10 years. 

For the Easy Airport Link, Think Air Link! 

LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME AND YOUR GARDEN 
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LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME AND YOUR GARDEN 
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LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME  AND YOUR GARDEN 

Luxury German Kitchens at Internet Prices 

 

 

Contemporary and traditional styles 

Family run local business with the most  
experienced design team in the area 

 

Built-in appliances from Neff, Bosch, Siemens and Miele 
 

Visit our showroom at:  Units 8-10 Kingsmead, Park Farm Ind. Est. 
Folkestone CT19 5EU 

01303 223322 
info@tradexltd.co.uk 

mailto:info@tradexltd.co.uk
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Swanson Plumbing and 

Heating 
Local Elham Valley  

experienced plumber 

Reliable and on time 

From taps to bathrooms  

to complete heating systems 

24hr emergency service 

Call 07971090018 / 01303 840177 

Email FBS_LTD@Yahoo.co.uk  

 

LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME  AND YOUR GARDEN 

 

FINCHAM  
 

PLUMBING and HEATING 
 

We specialise in 
bathroom remodelling,  

including all tiling and pipework. 
Natural gas boiler servicing.  

Installation, Maintenance, Repairs 
and Replacement. 

All your plumbing requirements. 
Martin is a qualified Plumber 

and Gas Engineer.   
 
 

Gas Safe registered. 
 
 

Rosemary and Martin Fincham 
 

07835 851 706 
 

JACKSON PLUMBING 
Domestic plumbing and property maintenance 

No job too small 

Special Rates for O.A.P.s 

Free estimates 

 

Home/eveningor daytime direct line to 

the proprietor   07773 089398  

Email: jackson.mark20@gmail.com 

mailto:FBS_LTD@Yahoo.co.uk
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D.M.B. Plastering 
All aspects undertaken 

Interior, Exterior, Plastering, Rendering,  

Coving, Ceilings, Walls, Floors 
 

Finest quality assured, CSCS Certified 

28 years experience  
Free estimates  -  Reliable service  -  Fully 

insured 
 

Call David on 07818 607209 

LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME  AND YOUR GARDEN 

 

ANDY MANNERING FLOORING 
SPECIALISING IN AMTICO AND KARNDEAN 

LUXURY VINYL TILES 
Also Safety Flooring, Rubber Flooring etc 

Commercial and Domestic Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small 

Free Estimates and Advice Given 
Over 35 years experience 

Fully Insured 
Telephone: 0797 434 7248 or 01303 863095 

info@andymanneringflooring.com 
 

Please visit my website for further information and to view 
my Feedback 

www.andymanneringflooring.com 

SARAH de ROUGEMONT 

UPHOLSTERY 

Established 1990 

Loose Covers - Fabrics -  

Roman Blinds          
  All commissions considered 

          Tel: 01227 455841 

      Mob: 07973 377817 

 

CEDAR HOME MAINTENANCE 
General Builders and Roofing Specialist  

Roofing.-.PVC.-.windows/doors.-.Kitchens/

Bathrooms.-.Plastering.-.Electrical- 

Installations - Plumbing 

CALL NOW FOR A FREE  

NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

All Work carried out by Qualified Tradesmen 

(Fully insured – all areas of Kent covered) 

Mobile: 07968197613 Office: 01303 230787 

Email:cedarhm@hotmail.co.uk 

www.cedarhomemaintenance.co.uk 

mailto:info@andymanneringflooring.com
Tel:01227
mailto:cedarhm@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.cedarhomemaintenance.co.uk/
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R.B.W. 
 

KENT’S WATER FEATURE SPECIALISTS 
AND POND BUILDING EXPERTS 

 

  Garden/Pond Design, Building and Refurbishments 

  Pond Cleaning/Maintenance/Maintenance Contracts 

  Child Safe Pond Covers 

  Filtration Specialists 

  Patios-Decking-Fencing-Brickwork-Arbours 

 
Tel. 07563 212858 

FREE ESTIMATES and CONSULTATIONS 
 

www.reflectionbywater.com   
Email: andrewlongrbw@hotmail.com 

Established in 2001, award winning Hythe Garden 
Landscapes have been delivering the highest level of 
service to both domestic and commercial clients for 
a number of years.  
 

We are fully insured members of the Association for  
Professional Landscapers (APL) and encompass every  

aspect of gardening including: 

  One-off garden  tidy 

 Garden maintenance packages 

 Complete garden builds 

 Pruning 

 Planting 

 Tree surgery 

  Turfing 

 Lawn Treatment 

 Winter garden services 
 Please take a look at our website 

www.hythegardenlandscapes.co.uk  
to see some of the projects that our professional, reliable 

team have completed, or call us on  

01303 770610  

 

 

 

LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME AND YOUR GARDEN 

KJB 
Garden Services

Mowing Pruning 
Weeding

Hedge cutting
General garden 

maintenance

Over 35 years 
experience
Contact Kevin
01303 862181

Mobile 07704989402
Email kbaldock06@gmail.com

Tree Work-Hedge Cutting 
Lawn Mowing - Pruning 

Garden Maintenance  

Garden Waste Clearance 

and so much more! 

Thoughtful garden care, local to you. 

hello@foxandoak.co.uk 

www.foxandoak.co.uk 

07793 061380 

http://www.hythegardenlandscapes.co.uk/
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Bossingham Groundworks 
and Landscaping 

  

LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME AND YOUR GARDEN 

 
Excavation                                       Stables 
Site Clearance                                 Fencing 
Demolition                                       Drainage 
Brickwork                                        Concreting 
Turfing                                             Driveways and 

                                                                        Patios 

Mob 07894 007660  
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LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOME AND YOUR GARDEN 

HARMER and SON 
LTD 

Ground Maintenance Ltd 
 

Grounds maintenance,  
 turfing, fencing  
FREE ESTIMATES 

Tel: 01303 893414 or 

07831394372 



SERVICES FOR ELHAM 

 

Based in Etchinghill, I 

provide a personalised 

service with a one-off 

flat fee of £180.00 to 

prepare and submit 

your Tax Return.  

No hidden costs. FMAAT Licensed Accountant,  

fully insured and HMRC authorised. 

Ring Anita on 07361 238744 or email 

aabookkeepingservicesaadams@gmail.com 

East Kent Mole Catcher 

No Mole – No Fee  
Your local mole catcher, based in Ash, 
covering all local towns and villages.  

Offering mole control for your lawns, 
gardens and paddocks. Public liability 

insurance.  

                          Call/Text – Keith, East Kent Mole 
Catcher  07876 686543 

Email – molecatcherkeith@hotmail.com 
www.eastkentmolecatcher.co.uk 

34 37 
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SERVICES FOR ELHAM 
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SERVICES FOR ELHAM 

If you wish to 

advertise here, the 

cost is £55 per annum. 

Please contact 
elhamnewsletter@gmail.com  

 

 

Need a Van? Then I’m your Man! 

For all light removals, furniture, domestic 
items including house clearances 

 Avoid expensive deposits, pick-ups and drop-offs 

 Remove, dispose of or recycle all household 
items, including electrical 
appliances 

 Based in Barham 

 Reasonable and fair rates 

 Free estimates and quotations 

Call Christian on 07771 728080 
Email  christianmanandvan@gmail.com  

mailto:christianmanandvan@gmail.com
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