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UC Davis Uncorks Second Annual Wine Sale
Both Student-Made and UC Davis-Labeled Wine Available to Public

UC Davis-labeled releases this year will include a Napa Valley 2022 cab-
ernet sauvignon, a Napa Valley 2025 sauvignon blanc and a Yolo County
2025 albarifio. (UC Davis)

by Amy Quinton

The University of California, Davis, Department of Viti-
culture and Enology began this year’s wine sales in June.
The wines are made by students, faculty and staff from
grapes they grow on campus and at the Oakville research
station in Napa Valley. Six new student-made wines will be
released as well as three new UC Davis wines.

Last year the department launched Hilgard631, a non-
profit that handles the sales. The move was more than a
decade in the making, enabled by a change in state law.
Prior to that, wine made by students in a 10-week wine-
making course had to be hauled away. Wine sales allow the
campus’s LEED Platinum winery to be even more sustain-
able by turning wine that was once discarded into a reve-
nue stream for student scholarships.

All of the student-made wine released last year sold out
— no small feat considering the challenges the wine indus-
try faces.

“Consumption has decreased and some wineries have
closed,” said UC Davis winemaker and winery manager
Leticia Chacén Rodriguez. “But we were able to sell out
of everything we produced, so | consider that a success.”

Last year’s sales brought in $100,000, which will go to
student scholarships.

“Beyond the scholarship and program support that
comes from the sale of the wines, students are seeing peo-
ple buy and enjoy the wines they've invested their passion
and energy in, often the first wine they have ever produced
and that’s been a true value,” said Ben Montpetit, professor
and chair of the Department of Viticulture and Enology.

Their own personality

Chacon Rodriguez says all this year’s student wines
have their own personalities. They include a sauvignon
blanc, petite sirah, cabernet sauvignon, albarifio, a red
blend and a white blend. Like last year, students also bot-
tled and designed their own labels as part of the winemak-

ing course. The course added another component this
year: Students had to provide a detailed cost analysis of
the product to understand its business viability.

“Wine is a business — and a lot of our alumni have
wanted our students to have a better understanding of the
business side of things and so being able to incorporate
that in class is great, especially as a new wine business
and science minor is expected to be offered in the fall,”
said Professor David Block, who created the winemaking
course.

UC Dauvis releases will include a Napa Valley 2022 cab-
ernet sauvignon, a Napa Valley 2025 sauvignon blanc and
a Yolo County 2025 albarifio.

UC Davis cannot provide wine tastings on campus as
part of sales activities, so tasting notes are provided for
each of the wines online.

Wines will range in price from $30 to $40 a bottle for
student labels and from $40 to $125 for UC Davis labels.
All wines are available exclusively for local pickup at the UC
Davis Teaching and Research Winery at 631 Hilgard Lane.

Students bottled and designed their own labels, as shown here for Flight
Home, a 2024 Oakville Napa Valley red wine. (UC Davis)

Smith Welding & Machine Shop
179 So. 10th Avenue
Hanford, CA 93230

Phone (559) 584-8652

Three Blade Ridger-Blocker

www.smithweldingshop.com
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CDFA and CDRF Announce $34 Million
Available for California Dairy Projects
through the Dairy Plus Program

California dairy facilities are now
invited to apply for the Dairy Plus Pro-
gram (DPP) to implement advanced
manure management solutions on
farms across the state - reducing meth-
ane emissions, improving water qual-
ity, and addressing nitrogen and salt
surpluses through innovative, sustain-
able projects.

The California Department of Food
and Agriculture’s (CDFA) Office of Ag-
ricultural Resilience and Sustainability
(OARS), in partnership with the Califor-
nia Dairy Research Foundation (CDRF),
is opening the third grant solicitation
of the Dairy Plus Program.

Funded through the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Advancing Mar-
kets for Producers initiative, DPP has
approximately $34 million available
to invest in projects that support ad-
vanced manure management prac-
tices with several environmental
benefits. The program is designed to
bring emerging technologies aimed
at reducing methane emissions and
improving groundwater protection to
California dairies of all sizes.

Since 2023, DPP has funded 34 proj-
ects across California. These projects
are expected to reduce more than 1.5
million metric tons of carbon dioxide
equivalent from manure management
- equal to removing approximately
355,000 gasoline-powered cars from
the road- and provide significant im-
provements in nitrogen management
and water quality.

“California’s dairy producers contin-
ue to lead with innovation, and Dairy
Plus reflects our commitment to sup-
porting solutions that deliver real cli-
mate and water quality benefits,” said
CDFA Secretary Karen Ross. “By invest-
ing in advanced manure management
practices, we are helping dairies reduce
emissions, create compost for healthier
soils, and continue building a more re-
silient future for agriculture.”

Advancing sustainability efforts
through initiatives such as DPP im-
proves the long-term viability of an
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industry that is essential to California’s
economy. Milk is the #1 agricultural
commodity in the state. California is
the leading producer of milk and dairy
products in the U.S., contributing 18%
of the nation's milk. According to a UC
Davis study, California’s dairy industry
generates tens of billions in econom-
ic activity and supports over 150,000
jobs across the state.

Eligible DPP projects include ad-
vanced approaches such as vermifiltra-
tion, advanced solid-liquid separation
assisted by flocculants or beads, and
mechanical and non-mechanical sepa-
ration of manure solids from water. By
supporting these next-generation ma-
nure management practices now, DPP
can help accelerate practical solutions
to strengthen environmental steward-
ship and long-term dairy sustainability
in California and beyond.

“California dairies have already
made significant progress, and this pro-
gram helps build on that momentum,”
said Denise Mullinax, executive direc-
tor of the California Dairy Research
Foundation. “It supports practical, on-
farm solutions that help producers
manage nutrients, protect water quali-
ty and plan for the future. The program
is an important opportunity for dairy
producers who have been consider-
ing next steps for their operations, and
we encourage producers of all sizes to
take a close look at this funding while
itis available!”

Eligible recipients for this third
funding round include prior AMMP and
DDRDP awardees, as well as dairy pro-
ducers who were not previously fund-
ed through these programs but have
implemented, or are in the process
of implementing, approved AMMP or
DDRDP practices with private or alter-
native funding sources. Applications
are due Monday, September 14, 2026,
at5 p.m. PT.

For more information on eligibility,
application materials, awarded proj-
ects, and eligible practices, visit CDFA’s
Dairy Plus Program webpage.
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Safeway World Championship
Pumpkin Weigh-Off
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Half Moon Bay, CA 94019 - More Information: https://weighoff.miramarevents.com/
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Nominations Now Open for Farmers and Ranchers to Serve
on USDA Farm Service Agency County Committees

Nominations are now being accept-
ed for farmers and ranchers to serve
on local U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) coun-
ty committees. These committees make
important decisions about how federal
farm programs are administered locally.
All nomination forms for the 2026 elec-
tion must be postmarked or received in
the local FSA office by Aug. 3, 2026.

“Local voices matter, and agricul-
tural producers play an important role
in shaping how federal farm programs
serve their communities,” said FSA Ad-
ministrator Bill Beam. “With nominations
now open for FSA county committees,
producers have an opportunity to put
Farmers First by ensuring local farmers
and ranchers have a voice in program
delivery!”

Elections for committee members
will occur in certain Local Administra-
tive Areas (LAA). LAAs are FSA commit-
tee elective areas in a single county or
multi-county jurisdiction and may in-

clude LAAs that are focused on an urban
or suburban area.

Producers interested in serving on
the FSA county committee can locate
their LAA at fsa.usda.gov/coc and de-
termine if their LAA is up for election by
contacting their local FSA office.

Agricultural producers may be nomi-
nated for candidacy for the county com-
mittee if they:

« Participate or cooperate in a USDA
program.

- Reside in the LAA that is up for elec-
tion this year.

A cooperating producer is someone
who has provided information about
their farming or ranching operation to
FSA, even if they have not applied or re-
ceived program benefits.

Individuals may nominate them-
selves or others and qualifying organi-
zations may also nominate candidates.
USDA encourages all eligible producers
to nominate, vote and hold office.

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedi-

cated members of the agriculture com-
munity serve on FSA county commit-
tees. The committees are made up of
three to 11 members who serve three-
year terms. Committee members play
a key role in how FSA delivers disaster
recovery, conservation, commodity and
price support programs, as well as mak-
ing decisions on county office employ-
ment and other agricultural issues.

More Information

Producers should contact their local
FSA office today to learn more about
their county’s election. To be considered,
a producer must sign an FSA-669A nom-
ination form. This form and other infor-
mation about FSA county committee
elections are available at fsa.usda.gov/
coc.

All nomination forms for the 2026
election must be postmarked or re-
ceived in the local USDA Service Center
by the Aug. 3, 2026, deadline. Election
ballots will be mailed to eligible voters
in November 2026
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California Farmers Invited to Explore New
Weed Management Options Through July LASCO
Lightning Weeder™ Demonstrations

Cutting Costs, Cutting Weeds: Managing Resistant

Weeds Without Increasing Inputs

California growers are being
invited to explore electric weed
control firsthand during a series
of LASCO Lightning Weeder™
field demonstrations and grower
meetups planned in July. As her-
bicide-resistant weeds become
more common and input costs
continue to rise, many farmers are
looking beyond traditional chemi-
cal programs and exploring addi-
tional tools that can help improve
long-term weed management.

One technology attracting in-
creased interest is electric weed
control. The LASCO Lightning
Weeder™ uses targeted electri-
cal discharge to travel through a
weed's natural water pathways
and into its root system, disrupting
the plant without chemical applica-
tion or soil disturbance. Because
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the system relies on electrical
energy rather than chemistry, it
does not contribute to herbicide
resistance and can be integrated

Turn Up the Voltage on Weed Control

into existing weed management
programs.

Rather than replacing current
practices, electric weed control of-
fers growers another tool to help
address weed pressure while re-
ducing dependence on repeat-
ed herbicide applications. Many
farmers are beginning to view in-
tegrated weed management as a
combination of approaches, utiliz-
ing both traditional and emerging
technologies to achieve more sus-
tainable results.

While electric weed control
has primarily been used in broad-
acre row crop operations, interest
is growing among specialty crop
producers where equipment size,
maneuverability, and precision are
critical. Crops such as vineyards,
blueberries, orchards, and veg-
etable operations often require
solutions that can navigate tight-
er spaces and operate efficiently
with smaller tractors.

To support this growing interest,
LASCO plans to conduct Lightning
Weeder™ demonstrations and




At LASCO, we develop proven, chemical-free weed
contrel systems shaped by science and on-farm
axperience, that give farmers reliable tools that
reduce complexity, restone sodl vitality and diminish

Inspired by
Farmers.

unded in

ERRL®

chemical dependence, safeguarding farmers, our
lands, and our future gaenerations.

The LASCO ELECTRIC DISCHARGE SYSTEM (EDS)

LIGHTMING WEEDER cuts costs, incroases yiebd—

a smart investment. The patented applicator is
hydraulically controlled tor height adjustment

i toaddress a wide variety of crops effectively

: eliminating those chemical resistant weeds

FREE SETUP AND DELIVERY UNTIL JULY 15
NEW COMPACT UNIT DEMOS IN CA
CALL FOR DETAILS 218.791.6556

host grower meetups through-
out California in July. These field
events will provide growers with
an opportunity to see the technol-
ogy operating in real-world condi-
tions, ask questions, and discuss
how electric weed control may fit
within their current farming prac-
tices.

For demonstration dates, lo-
cations, or to schedule a grower
meetup, contact Kevin Olson,
CEO of LASCO at lasco@arvig.
net.

Interest in alternative weed
management strategies contin-
ues to expand due to resistance
concerns, increasing production
costs, evolving regulations, and
the need for more diversified in-
tegrated weed management pro-
grams. At the same time, agri-
culture is experiencing a broader
movement toward electrification,
with new technologies exploring
how energy-based systems can

complement conventional farming
practices.

For specialty crop growers, the
ability to adopt innovative tools
without significantly changing ex-
isting operations remains a key
consideration. Through continued
field demonstrations and collab-
oration with growers, compact
electric weed control systems
may become a practical addition
to the expanding range of weed
management options available to
modern agriculture.

About LASCO

LASCO develops elec-
tric-based weed control systems
designed to provide growers with
an alternative to chemical herbi-
cides. Its Lightning Weeder™ uti-
lizes an electric discharge system
(EDS) to target weeds through
applied electrical energy, support-
ing integrated weed management
strategies while minimizing impact
on surrounding crops. The compa-

organically, providing cost savings both in
labor as well as materials and water,

f { \ When you have tried everything else
" 1o address your weeds, contact us
Lightning Weeder works.

LIGHTNING

lightningweeder.com

A (= .
T R in)

Look for Lightaing Weedor at an
eqguipment disirmbulor near you

ny focuses on delivering practical,
farm-scale solutions that can be
integrated into existing agricultur-
al operations, helping growers ad-
dress weed resistance and evolv-
ing field management challenges.
For more information about LAS-
CO Lightning Weeder, visit: www.
lightningweeder.com.

To support adoption during the
growing season, LASCO is offer-
ing free setup and delivery for new
systems through July 15.

How LASCO’s Lightning Weeder™
Is Helping Farmers Regain Control of
Resistant Weeds
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James P. Mulrooney: A Life Built on Work, Honor,
and the American Auction Tradition

Born the youngest of nine children
to hardworking Irish immigrants, James
“Jim” Mulrooney grew up in an envi-
ronment where faith, discipline, and
generosity weren't just values — they
were survival tools. His childhood on a
sheep ranch in Byron, California, where
the family managed 5,000 ewes without
a single hired hand, shaped the founda-
tion of the man he would become. Ev-
ery child had a job, every job mattered,
and every day demanded effort. It was
on that ranch that Jim learned one of
the guiding principles of his life: “Noth-
ing worth having will ever be handed to
you — you have to earn it”

His father’s entrepreneurial spirit left
an equally lasting impression. With nine
children to keep busy, Jim’s father often
attended auctions, purchasing equip-
ment that the family would repair and
resell at the next sale. The process fas-
cinated young Jim — the energy of the
auctioneer, the rhythm of the chant, the
excitement of the crowd, and the sense
of possibility that came with every bid.
Without realizing it, he was absorbing
the earliest lessons of the profession
that would define his life.

After graduating from St. Mary’s
High School, Jim received a life-chang-
ing gift: a scholarship from a family
friend to attend the Western College
of Auctioneering in Billings, Montana.
For a shy 18-year-old who had never
traveled outside California, the journey
was daunting. But it was also transfor-
mative. In Montana, Jim immersed him-
self in the craft — learning bid calling,
ring work, clerking, marketing, and the
business mechanics behind a successful
auction. He practiced relentlessly, refin-
ing the cadence and clarity of his chant
until it became second nature.

Upon returning home, Jim worked
for his brother in farming while seeking
opportunities to call bids. He took every
job he could find — livestock auctions,
charity events, farm sales — each one
sharpening his skills and building his
confidence. His big break came in 1981
when he joined Howard Leech Auctions
in Clovis, California. Under the mentor-
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ship of Howard Leech, Jim learned the
full scope of the auction business: client
relations, accounting, advertising, con-
tract negotiation, and personnel man-
agement. He spent five years selling
everything from furniture to county sur-
plus, gaining the experience and insight
that would later fuel his success.

By 1986, Jim was ready to return to
his agricultural roots. With little more
than determination, a shoestring bud-
get, and the support of family and
friends, he launched Mulrooney Auction
Company. The early years were lean, but
Jim's reputation for honesty, fairness,
and professionalism quickly set him
apart. In 1992, he conducted his first
million-dollar farm auction in Genoa,
Nevada — a milestone that marked the
beginning of a new era for the company.

Today, Mulrooney Auction Company
conducts approximately 20 to 30 farm,
construction, and municipal auctions
annually, generating more than $20
million in gross revenue. Jim's exper-
tise and commanding presence on the
auction block have also made him a
sought-after auctioneer in the automo-
tive industry. He serves as lead auction-
eer for Adesa Auto Auction in Rio Linda
and Manheim Auto Auction in Fresno,
and previously held long-standing roles
with Insurance Auto Auctions and Co-
part Auto Auction across Northern Cal-
ifornia. Over the course of his career,
he has called more than 200 wholesale
auto auctions annually, making him one

of the most experienced auctioneers in
the region.

In addition to his auction work, Jim
is a respected farm and construction
equipment appraiser, completing more
than 25 appraisals each year for banks,
attorneys, private businesses, and the
court system. His client list includes
American Ag Credit, Bank of Stock-
ton, California Farm Link, Farmers &
Merchants Bank, Mission Bank, United
Business Bank, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture Farm Service Agency, and
multiple bankruptcy courts throughout
California. His valuations are trusted for
their accuracy, integrity, and deep in-
dustry knowledge.

Jim’s achievements reflect a lifetime
of dedication to his craft. He earned
the title of California State Champion
Auctioneer in 1988, received a Lifetime
Member Award from Future Farmers of
America, and in 2024 was inducted into
the San Joaquin County Ag Hall of Fame
— one of the highest honors in the re-
gion’s agricultural community. He is an
active member of the National Auc-
tioneers Association, California State
Auctioneers Association, American So-
ciety of Appraisers, and the San Joaquin
County Farm Bureau.

Despite his demanding schedule,
Jim remains deeply committed to giv-
ing back. Each year, he donates his time
and talent to more than 15 nonprofit
organizations, including St. Jude’s Chil-
dren’s Hospital, Hospice of San Joaquin
County, Ducks Unlimited, CSU Fresno
Ag Alumni Association, Lodi Christian
School, and many others. His ability to
energize a room and inspire generosity
has helped raise countless dollars for
causes close to his heart.

Through every chapter of his life —
from the sheep ranch in Byron to the
auction blocks of California and beyond
— Jim has remained grounded in the
values he learned as a boy: work hard,
treat people right, and always honor
your word. His story is not just one of
professional success, but of character,
resilience, and the enduring power of
the American work ethic



BID LIVE UPCOMING
AUCTIONS

OR ON-SITE
SATURDAY, JULY 11TH, 9:05 AM SHARP!
COMMUNITY EQUIPMENT ROUNDUP
Galt, CA

SATURDAY, JULY 25TH, 9:15 AM SHARP!
FARM EQUIPMENT LIQUIDATION
Oakley, CA

SATURDAY, AUG. 8TH, 9:10 AM SHARP!
COMPLETE FARM SELL-OUT!
Los Banos, CA

SATURDAY, SEPT. 19TH, 9:00 AM SHARP!
(TENTATIVE DATE)
COMPLETE RANCH SELL-OUT!

Elk Grove, CA

SATURDAY, OCT. 24TH, 9:00 AM SHARP!
CENTRAL CA EQUIPMENT ROUNDUP
Madera, CA

SATURDAY, NOV. 21sT, 9:00 AM SHARP!
FALL EQUIPMENT ROUNDUP
Turlock, CA

SELL IT TODAY, THE AUCTION WAY!
MORE AUCTION DATES PENDING

For more info on BUYING or SELLING contact:

AUCTION COMPANY
(209) 481-2200

Email: info@mulrooneyauction.com

www.MulrooneyAuction.com
CA Bond # 146637300176

USDA moves to reopen grazing on
National Forest lands and boost
support for ranchers

—

The U.S. Department of Agriculture has taken new ac-
tion to restore grazing access on National Forest lands and
strengthen support for America’s ranching families. Secre-
tary of Agriculture Brooke L. Rollins announced that Forest
Service employees across the country have received up-
dated direction aimed at expanding grazing opportunities,
reducing delays, and reaffirming the long-standing role of
ranchers in managing public lands.

Secretary Rollins emphasized that ranchers remain
a cornerstone of rural economies and a vital part of the
nation’s food supply. She noted that years of regulatory
hurdles and activist-driven lawsuits have limited the mul-
tiple-use purpose of National Forests and Grasslands.
The new directive gives field leaders clearer expectations
and reinforces grazing as an essential tool for maintaining
healthy landscapes, reducing fuel loads, and supporting
working lands.

The updated guidance builds on recent USDA efforts,
including the 2025 Plan to Fortify the American Beef Indus-
try and the 2026 grazing agreement with the Department
of the Interior. Together, these actions are designed to
strengthen the beef supply chain, support producers fac-
ing rising costs, and ensure that federal land management
agencies are aligned in their approach to grazing.

Key elements of the directive include reopening and pri-
oritizing vacant or closed allotments, increasing flexibility
for permittees during drought or challenging seasons, and
streamlining the permitting process to eliminate unneces-
sary delays. USDA is also directing Forest Service staff to
improve communication with ranchers, elevate local input,
and provide more consistent service at the field level.

According to USDA, these steps will help protect the
roughly 23,000 permittees and lessees who rely on federal
rangelands for their operations. By restoring access and
reducing red tape, the agency says it is supporting both the
long-term health of public lands and the continued avail-
ability of affordable, American-raised beef for consumers.

The directive signals a renewed focus on multiple-use
management and a commitment to ensuring that ranch-
ing remains a strong and viable part of the rural West. For
many producers, the changes represent a meaningful shift
toward practical, on-the-ground solutions that keep work-
ing lands working.
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UC Davis Opens Resnick Center for Agricultural Innovation.
Facility Will Advance Scalable Agricultural Solutions Through
Cutting-edge Technology and Research.

by Courtney Tompkins

The University of California, Davis,
celebrated the grand opening of the
Resnick Center for Agricultural Innova-
tion, a state-of-the-art facility designed
to transform agricultural research,
teaching and outreach while accelerat-
ing solutions to the world’s most press-
ing challenges in food systems and
sustainability. Made possible by philan-
thropic support, including a lead trans-
formative gift from Lynda and Stewart
Resnick through their foundation in
2022, the new center is housed within
the UC Davis College of Agricultural and
Environmental Sciences, ranked No. 1 in
the nation and No. 2 in the world in ag-
riculture and forestry. The center builds
on the university’s longstanding global
leadership in agriculture with a focus
on translating research into real-world
impact.

“This center represents the best
of UC Davis, uniting our strengths in
agriculture, engineering and environ-
mental sciences to address challenges
facing communities across California
and around the world,” said Chancellor
Gary S. May. “We are deeply grateful to
Lynda and Stewart for their partnership
and support, which expand research
opportunities and drive solutions that
will shape the future of agriculture.” Stu-
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dents, faculty, staff, donors and industry
partners joined university leaders to cel-
ebrate the opening with a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony, open house and tours.
Named after the Resnicks, co-owners of
The Wonderful Company, home to Won-
derful Pistachios, POM Wonderful and
FIJI Water, the center reflects a shared
commitment to advancing sustainable
agriculture, innovation and food secu-
rity.

The Resnicks are among the world’s
most impactful philanthropists, hav-
ing committed more than $2.5 billion
across health and wellness, education
and community development. “Lynda
and | have always believed that growing
more food with fewer resources is one
of the most important things we can
do,” said Stewart Resnick. “UC Davis is
the leading ag university in the country,
and we all have a stake in giving them
everything they need to continue lead-
ing on this important work.”

The Resnick Center reflects a broad-
er commitment from the couple and
their foundation, whose $50 million gift
to UC Davis in 2022 included $40 mil-
lion for the facility and $10 million for
the Resnick Agricultural Innovation Re-
search Fund. The 34,000-square-foot fa-
cility revolutionizes hands-on learning
in an immersive environment that con-

nects education to research and discov-
ery. Experts across disciplines will work
in labs equipped with robotics, sensors,
data science and artificial intelligence.
Research efforts will focus on resilient
agricultural systems, advanced technol-
ogies, sustainability through water and
energy efficiencies, and expanding ac-
cess to nutritious food.

“The new Resnick Center strength-
ens our ability to integrate research,
teaching and extension in ways that di-
rectly serve California and beyond,” said
Ashley M. Stokes, dean of the college.
The center incorporates specialized labs
and equipment that bolster efforts to
transform agricultural byproducts into
high-value materials. Over the past
three years, UC Davis researchers have
explored how agricultural waste — in-
cluding hulls and shells from almonds,
pistachios and pomegranates — can be
repurposed as soil amendments, sus-
tainable food products and low-cost in-
dustrial materials.

For students, the center offers a di-
rect pathway from classroom learning
to real-world application. The facility
also houses The Wonderful Scholar Cen-
ter, a student success hub supporting
more than 50 Wonderful Scholars at
UC Davis. The Resnicks, their founda-
tions and The Wonderful Company have
awarded over 3,500 scholarships of up
to $40,000, providing mentorship and
tutoring support.

“As a first-generation college stu-
dent who grew up around agriculture,
| came to UC Davis with a deep appre-
ciation of what farming families are up
against,” said Jose Gomez, Wonderful
Scholar. “What the Resnicks have built
isn't just a building. It's a bridge across
disciplines — driving research, innova-
tion and people forward.”

“Today marks the beginning of a
new era,’ Chancellor May said. “The dis-
coveries made inside this building will
extend into farms, fields and communi-
ties around the globe, shaping a more
resilient and sustainable future for agri-
culture!”
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The Role of Communication in Agricultural Innovation

By Gillian Christie

griculture has never lacked
Ainnovation. From advanced

equipment and precision
technologies to new approaches in
weed control, water management,
and sustainability, farmers today
have access to more tools than
ever before. Yet innovation alone
does not guarantee adoption. For
many growers, the challenge is
not finding new ideas—it is deter-
mining which solutions are worth
their time, investment, and trust. In
an industry where margins can be
tight and every decision carries risk,
farmers naturally approach new
technologies with caution. This is
where communication and educa-
tion play an important role.

Trust Comes Before Adoption
Farmers have always relied on trust-
ed sources of information. Whether
it comes from neighboring grow-
ers, university extension programs,
trade publications, equipment
dealers, or industry events, trust
remains one of the most valuable
currencies in agriculture. A new
technology may offer impressive
capabilities, but growers often
want to see proof before making
a commitment. They want to hear
real-world experiences, understand
practical applications, and evaluate
potential benefits under conditions
like their own operations. Building
trust takes time, transparency, and
a willingness to educate rather
than simply promote.

Why Demonstrations Matter

One of the most effective ways to
introduce agricultural innovation
is through field demonstrations.
Seeing equipment operate under
real farming conditions provides
a level of understanding that bro-
chures, websites, and product
specifications cannot fully deliv-
er. Demonstrations allow growers
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to ask questions, compare results,
and determine whether a solution
fits their needs. Field events also
create opportunities for meaning-
ful conversations among farmers,
researchers, dealers, manufactur-
ers, and agricultural professionals.
These interactions often provide
valuable insights that contribute to
better decision-making across the
industry.

Navigating Information Overload
Today's growers are exposed to
more information than ever before.
Industry publications, social media,
podcasts, webinars, trade shows,
research reports, and digital mar-
keting campaigns all compete for
attention. While access to informa-
tion is valuable, it can also make
it difficult to separate meaningful
innovations from marketing noise.
Clear communication helps grow-
ers focus on what matters most:
performance, practicality, econom-
ics, and long-term value. Compa-
nies that communicate openly
about both the opportunities and
limitations of their products of-
ten build stronger credibility than
those that rely solely on promo-
tional messaging.

Branding in Agriculture Is About
Reputation

When people hear the word brand-
ing, they often think of logos, adver-
tising, or marketing campaigns. In
agriculture, branding is something
much deeper. A strong agricultural
brand is built on reputation, reli-
ability, and relationships. It reflects
how a company serves its custom-
ers, supports its products, and con-
tributes to the industry over time.
For equipment manufacturers and
agricultural innovators, branding
is ultimately about trust. Growers
remember companies that con-
sistently deliver on their promises

and provide value beyond the sale.
The strongest agricultural brands
are often those that educate first,
communicate clearly, and focus on
solving real-world challenges faced
by growers.

Moving Innovation Forward
Agriculture continues to evolve at
an extraordinary pace. New tech-
nologies will play an important
role in helping farmers address
challenges related to labor, sustain-
ability, efficiency, and productivity.
However, innovation reaches its full
potential only when growers under-
stand how it works, why it matters,
and how it can benefit their opera-
tions. The future of agriculture de-
pends not only on innovation itself,
but also on our collective ability to
share knowledge, foster trust, and
create meaningful conversations
that help growers make informed
decisions. By combining innovation
with education and clear communi-
cation, the agricultural industry can
accelerate adoption, strengthen
partnerships, and support the con-
tinued success of farming commu-
nities for generations to come.

About Christie & Co

Christie & Co is a full-service brand-
ing, public relations, marketing,
and advertising agency headquar-
tered in Santa Barbara, California.
For 33 years, the agency has worked
exclusively with ethical brands,
helping mission-driven compa-
nies achieve mainstream success
through authentic storytelling and
research-driven strategy. Serving
clients across lifestyle, green in-
dustries, ag-tech, food and bever-
age, and social innovation sectors,
Christie & Co is guided by its philos-
ophy, "From Dream to Mainstream,"
and its proprietary Organic Market-
ing Technology™ approach. Visit:
christieand.co



California charts smarter
path to support farm-

ers and ranchers while
maintaining food safety

and clean water

California has released fi-
nal recommendations from a
multi-year study aimed at mak-
ing food safety and water quality
regulations clearer, more coordi-
nated and easier for farmers and
ranchers to navigate. The effort,
led by CDFA, CalEPA and the
State Water Resources Control
Board, was shaped with input
from growers and local leaders
to streamline processes and im-
prove how regulatory informa-
tion is collected.

Governor Gavin Newsom said
the roadmap is designed to make
the regulatory system work better
for the people growing the state’s
food while maintaining strong
standards for safety and clean wa-
ter. CDFA Secretary Karen Ross
thanked contributors and empha-
sized the need for smarter regula-
tion that keeps pace with today’s
challenges. State Water Board
Chair Joaquin Esquivel highlight-
ed the importance of strength-
ening data systems to support
decision-making while reducing
compliance costs for growers.

The study evaluated Califor-
nias food safety and water qual-
ity requirements and identifies
18 recommendations to improve
agency coordination, expand
technical assistance, modernize
reporting systems and enhance
regulatory efficiency. The work
was supported by funding in the
2021-22 state budget.

View the full study and recom-
mendations on the CDFA Regu-
latory Alignment Study website.
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*
THE AMERICAN FIELD

250 Years of Grit, Growth & the Spirit of Freedom

By Joe L. Neyer 111

California Farm Equipment Magazine

| ws to GPS—gﬁ%combines,
the story of American farming is the story of the nation.

A modern American farm - the spirit of Independence effected in every acre.

The New Nation Begins
in the Soil

When the United States declared its
independence in 1776, the nation’s
backbone wasn't steel, industry, or
technology — it was the soil. More than
90 percent of early Americans farmed,
carving out a living with hand tools,
animal power, and sheer determina-
tion. Farming wasn’t just an occupation;
it was a declaration of self-reliance, a
tangible expression of the freedom the
new nation fought to secure.

From the tobacco fields of Virginia to
the grain farms of Pennsylvania, agri-
culture shaped the earliest American
identity. The farm was the first class-
room, the first business, the first com-
munity center — and the first symbol
of what it meant to build something of
your own.

Westward Expansion and
the Machinery Revolution

As the young nation pushed westward,
farming pushed with it. The Homestead
Act of 1862 opened millions of acres

to settlers willing to work the land, and
with that expansion came innovation.
American inventors — McCormick,
Deere, and others — transformed
agriculture from muscle-driven labor to
machine-powered progress.

The steel plow cut through the Mid-
west’s stubborn prairie sod. Mechanical
reapers multiplied harvest capacity.
Steam engines and early tractors
replaced horses and oxen, allowing
farmers to cultivate more acres than
ever before.

Agriculture wasn't just feeding the
nation — it was fueling its growth.

“Long before machines and modern
comforts, freedom was cultivated by

those who rose with the sun, trusted the
soil, and built the backbone of America.”
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Feeding a Nation Through
War, Drought and Change

The 20th century tested American agri-
culture in ways no one could have pre-
dicted. The Dust Bowl scarred the land
and reshaped farming practices. Two
world wars demanded unprecedented
food production. The post-war boom
brought new technologies — hybrid
seeds, irrigation systems, fertilizers, and
eventually GPS-guided equipment.

Through every hardship, American
farmers adapted. They rebuilt soil,
embraced conservation, and learned
to grow more with less. Their resilience
became a national symbol of endur-
ance and unity.

The Modern Era:
Precision, Sustainability,
and Global Leadership

Today, American agriculture stands

at the intersection of tradition and
technology. Drones map fields from
above. Autonomous tractors steer with
centimeter accuracy. Data analytics
guide planting, irrigation, and harvest
decisions. What once took a team of
workers can now be done by a sin-
gle operator with a touchscreen. Yet
despite all the innovation, the heart
of American farming hasn't changed.
It remains a family-driven, communi-

ty-rooted, fiercely independent way of
life. The same values that shaped the
first farms — hard work, stewardship,
and freedom — still guide the men and
women who feed the nation.

250 Years of Freedom -
Carried by the American
Farmer

As the United States celebrates 250
years of independence, it's impossible
to tell the story of American freedom
without honoring the people who have
worked the land since the beginning.
Farmers have fed soldiers, fueled in-
dustries, supported communities, and
sustained generations.

They have weathered storms — lit-

eral and economic — and emerged
stronger every time. They have em-
braced innovation without abandoning
heritage. They have kept the nation
grounded, even as the world changed
around them.

The American farm is more than a
place. It is a legacy. A promise. A living
symbol of the freedom this country was
built upon.

And as we look toward the next 250
years, one thing remains certain:
America’s future will always grow from
its fields.

* MILESTONES *
in AMERICAN
AGRICULTURE

1776 - A nation of farmers

1862 - Homestead Act
opens the frontier

1930s - Dust Bowl reshapes
conservation

1940s - Feeding the world
through WWII

1990s - GPS enters the field
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OLUTION OF AMERICAN FARM EQUIPMENT

How Ingenuity, Iron, and Innovation Built the Backbone of U.S. Agriculture

American agriculture didn't just grow from the soil — it grew
from the tools farmers forged, adapted, and reinvented over
nearly three centuries. The story of U.S. farm equipment

is a story of grit, engineering, and the relentless pursuit of
efficiency. From hand tools to horsepower to high-tech au-
tonomy, each era reshaped how America feeds itself and the
world.

From Hand Labor to Horsepower (1700s-1800s)

Early American farming relied on muscle — human and
animal. Wooden plows, sickles, and crude harrows dominated
the landscape. Productivity was painfully slow until Jethro
Wood's cast-iron plow (1819) and John Deere’s polished
steel plow (1837) transformed soil preparation. Deere’s de-
sign sliced through tough Midwestern sod, opening millions
of acres to cultivation and accelerating westward expansion.

By the mid-1800s, Cyrus McCormick’s mechanical reaper
revolutionized harvesting. What once took a crew of men
could now be done by a single operator. The era marked the
first major leap in American farm efficiency.

The Rise of Mechanization (1900-1950)

The early 20th century ushered in the machine age. Steam
traction engines gave way to gasoline tractors, and compa-
nies like International Harvester, Ford, Case, and
Allis-Chalmers competed to modernize the American farm.

Henry Ford’s Fordson Model F (1917) made tractors afford-
able for the average farmer, while the 1930s brought rubber
tires, power take-off (PTO), and hydraulics — innovations that
defined the modern tractor.

By World War I, mechanization had replaced millions of farm
laborers, enabling the U.S. to increase food production even
as manpower shifted to the war effort.

The Age of Power, Precision, and Productivity (1950-
2000)

18 CALIFORNIA FARM EQUIPMENT MAGAZINE | JULY 2026

Post-war America saw rapid expansion in equipment capability:

« Self-propelled combines replaced pull-types

« Diesel engines delivered more power and reliability

« Four-wheel drive tractors conquered larger acreage

« Air seeders, sprayers, and balers became specialized and
highly efficient

By the 1980s and 1990s, onboard electronics, GPS guid-
ance, and early precision-ag tools began shaping the future.
Farmers could now plant straighter rows, reduce overlap, and
manage inputs with unprecedented accuracy.

The Digital & Autonomous Era (2000-Today)

Today’s farm equipment is as much software as steel. Modern
tractors and combines integrate:

« Autosteer and RTK GPS

« Telematics and remote diagnostics

« Variable-rate application

« Yield mapping and data analytics

« Semi-autonomous and fully autonomous platforms
Manufacturers like Case IH, John Deere, New Holland, Kubo-

ta, and AGCO are pushing toward fleets that communicate,
self-adjust, and eventually operate without a driver.

What began with a wooden plow has evolved into a connect-
ed ecosystem of machines capable of feeding a nation with
fewer inputs, less labor, and greater sustainability.

Why It Matters

The history of farm equipment is more than a timeline —
it's the backbone of American progress. Every innovation
has helped farmers do more with less, adapt to changing
climates, and meet the demands of a growing population.
As autonomy and electrification advance, the next chapter
promises even greater transformation.
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Helpful Garden Tips for June/July 2026

By Peyton Ellas, Tulare/Kings Counties Master Gardener

Are we ready for summer? We've had roller coaster spring
weather, which is typical for this part of California. Also typical is
a dry, hot summer with very little or no precipitation. We may still
get rain this month, especially over the mountains, but in June,
we generally start limiting our outdoor work hours to mornings.
Some of our plants might also be showing a willingness to slow
down towards the second half of the month. This is especially true
of plant species adapted to dry summers with little water. It makes
sense that they would not want to expend resources in summer.
It's good to remember this when evaluating the health and ap-
pearance of some of our woody Mediterranean-climate and Cal-
ifornia-native species.

PLANTING: Your ornamental planting should be mostly fin-
ished by the middle of the month. If you must plant ornamentalsin
summer, choose water-tolerant plants. In low water-use gardens,
this can be the many sage (Salvia), among them California native
sage, most ornamental grasses, California fuscia (Epilobium), sage
hybrids and cultivars like 'Hot Lips, and 'Flame; plus Yarrow (Achil-
lea), Butterfly Bush (Buddlea), Crape Myrtle (Lagerstroemia), Bou-
gainvillea, rosemary, Hesperaloe, and high desert plants like Apri-
cot Mallow (Sphaeralcea) and the popular bladderpod (Peritoma
arborea.) Avoid planting Ceanothus, manzanita, silver bush lupin
(Lupinus albifrons), or coffeeberry (Frangula or Rhamnus sp.) in
summer.

In the edible garden, plant melon, winter squash and pump-
kin, basil, corn, and okra. Edible gardening is a high maintenance
project and is not low-water. But as long as we don't waste or over-
use water and we maximize our harvest by controlling pests and
diseases, a vegetable garden and orchard are a good use of space
and water. Growing your own food, even a few herbs, is so satis-
fying that | encourage everyone to try at least a small garden, in
the ground or in containers. The key is to choose an edible garden
size you can easily manage. Who needs another excuse to stress
out about unfinished tasks? It's fine to hire help to manage routine
chores like weeding and water management, but try to spend a
little time each week in your own garden for maximum benefits
to you and the plants. Ideally, you should visit your edible garden
at least once every day. You can take care of issues before they be-
come real problems and harvest food at its prime. It's also good for
your well-being to spend time in a garden.

MAINTAINING: Lawns, like the rest of the landscape, should be
watered deeply and as infrequently as possible. Keep your grass
at least three inches tall to help the crowns stay cool and not dry
out between watering. A summer job can be to remove some part
(or all) of your lawn in preparation for fall planting. It might be as
simple as turning off the lawn sprinklers or preparing to solarize
the area. Or, while temperatures are still relatively cool, digging it
all out.

Monitor your garden, both edible and ornamental, for pest in-
sects like scale, aphid, whitefly, stink bug, spider mite, and earwigs.
Edible gardens with flowers and hedgerows can be a great habi-
tat for garden allies like lacewing, ladybug, birds, spiders, native
wasps, butterflies, and moths. Monitor populations of pest insects
and see if the beneficials, including birds, can keep the numbers
manageable. If some help is needed, follow the "least toxic first"
method of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) practice before you
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reach for the kills everything insecticide.

Other tasks this month are:

« Deep-water ground covers, shrubs, and trees, including fruit
trees.

« Divide bearded iris once they finish blooming. First, carefully
dig up plants and discard old rhizomes and any diseased or rotted
sections. Replant the healthy rhizomes, making sure to plant shal-
lowly. Just barely cover the rhizome with soil before watering.

+ Prune azalea, camellia, and hydrangea after bloom.

« After harvest, clean up berry vines. Cut this year's fruiting
canes to the ground and tie up the new green canes in their place.
Spread compost or fertilizer in the bed, then deep water.

« Prune apricot trees in the summer. You can also do a light
summer pruning of other stone fruit trees. Beware of pruning too
much, since bark that has previously been in the shade can be ex-
tra-sensitive to sunburn.

+ Pinch asters, chrysanthemums, and sedum ‘Autumn Joy' to
encourage branching and more blooms in the fall. My chrysan-
themums often start blooming in the summer, so | usually wait
until this first flush, pinch back old flowers, and get another bloom
in the fall.

« Lightly cut back any perennials that are becoming too leggy.

+ Snip spent flowers from summer-blooming annuals and pe-
rennials.

« Wisteria can be pruned aggressively now. Cut back to two
nodes on the new branches, as this will keep the plant from unre-
strained growth, while giving it time to put on a spectacular dis-
play of blooms next year.

« Manage mosquitoes by limiting standing water and using
dunks containing Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis (BTI). Plant trays
and pet water dishes are a good breeding ground for the daytime
biting Aedes aegypti mosquito, commonly called the "ankle biter,"
or Zika mosquito. No mosquito-carrying virus has been transmit-
ted in California, but the mosquitoes are still a nuisance because
they bite multiple times.

WEED CONTROL:

« Crabgrass thrives in an overwatered, over-mowed lawn.
Change the lawn care and reduce this weed. IF you use an herbi-
cide, be sure to follow the directions carefully; don't just throw it
on by handful.

« Nutsedge also loves overwatered lawns and planting beds.
It's tough to get rid of. Be diligent with hand pulling, hoeing, and
spraying to remove it before it takes control of your garden or
lawn.

+ Spurge is often a sign that you also have an Argentine ant
problem and, in lawns, that you are mowing too short. This flat
creeping weed with a red spot on the leaves must be hand-pulled
or hoed before plants set seeds. Also, control the ants with baits,
changing the active ingredient every few months.

CONSERVING: Follow good practices by avoiding overwater-
ing. If you do only one thing, repair leaks in your irrigation system
and water faucets. Try to tolerate benign insects in the garden. If
you don't know what it is, identify it first before killing it. Keep in
mind, insects feed bats, birds, lizards and toads. | could tell you
about ground squirrels at my place eating Jerusalem crickets, but
Il save that for another time. Have a safe, healthy, full-of-garden-
wonder month!
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209-726-4600 559-638-9201 209-948-5401 707-468-5880
MODESTO RIO VISTA TULARE
Garton Tractor, Inc. Dolk Tractor Company Linder Equipment Co.
209-538-0911 707-374-6438 559-685-5000

* @ Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2028, This material is for descriptive purposes only, Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, o
any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety, incentive offer and product information, congull your local dealer or go 1o
KubotallSA.com.
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Marketplace

Taylor AG Equip. Appraisals

ASAA Certified 34 Years
ASFMRA 2014
USPAP & Valuation
Retail AG Sales 40 + Years

916-806-7431 David

FARM EQUIPMENT

1500 Gallon Water Tank Trailer. Has
good running Honda pump. Good
condition. $2500 cash.

Call 559-284-5940

2000 F250 SUPER DUTY V8. Has 7.3L
engine, 331,000 miles, 2 new batteries
$5,500.00

Call 559-740-8444

(2) LILISTON 6200 EDIBLE BEAN

HARVESTERS 2010 Liliston Edible Bean

Harvester. Refurbished in Good Work-

ing Condition. $13,000.00 each.

Reasonable Offers Will Be Considered.
Call (209) 614-9486

PACK MACHINE

16 pack stations
+ 2 variable speed belts
(20in.x 35 ft.)
- attached 8 ft. rotating tub and exit
CONVEYOIS.cvrrummmmmmmmmmmsssssssns $23,000.00
Call 530-570-7211

RENTALS

We Rent Farm Equipment
Linder Equipment Co., Tulare, CA.
559-685-5000

MISCELLANEOUS

+ CAT D4 7U Series wide gauge w/CAT

bulldozer blade, CAT front pump & hy-

draulic cylinder.

- Speedstar 71 Cable tool Drill Rig w/6"

bit tool string & bailor.

« Colt/Fairbanks - Morse semi-modern

1 cyl. engine w/condensor radiator/fan

on top of hopper, 6 hp.

» Massey Ferguson 4WD Skiploader.
Call Tim at 661.733.7677

(Palmdale)

- FORD BACKHOE for a Ford 4500, 450

Industrial 2000 old gas Skiploader w/

bucket.

- FORD NAA JUBILEE 1953 Flathead

Tractor.

» INTERNATIONAL TD9 Bulldozer, has

B&E side/arms, front pump, angle

blade.

» CAT D4 7U SERIES (1948 TO 1960)

Bulldozer w/Cat hydraulic system. For

Cat D2, D4 Tractors; BE-GE rear pump.
Tim at 661.733.7677 - 661.492.9057

(Palmdale, Antelope Valley)

FRT: 380/85R30 RT: 380/90R46 w/ duals,
RW: 1,100 LBS, GPS ready, 3 Electronic
remotes, Warranty: only warranty 6/21/21
warranty end date or 5000 hrs. Whichever
comes first, Hours 3511 .......... Call for Price
PLUS More Rentals to Choose From

AUCTIONEERS & APPRAISERS
Office 209-366-0600 Cell 209-481-2200

info@mulrooneyauction.com « www.mulrooneyauction.com

LINDER EQUIPMENT CO.
559-685-5000

Row Crop Equipment

Open Field Equipment

Orchard Equipment

Border and Irrigation Equipment

For more information call

(559) 584-8652

: o
2023 Bobcat CT5550....543,000

—

SOMNSRAY

MACHINERY

1-844-766-7729

2025 LS Tractor MT230E - 35.0HP

Call for price

Valley Forklift

BERAMATG  SE . FTRTEA - ISR | BB

1-833-240-6453

Bl 2
N A

2022 MASSEY FERGUSON 4707
40 HP to 99 HP Tractors ......... $36,500

San Joaquin Tractor Co.
Bakersfield, California 93305

Phone:(661) 705-6133

el

BLUELINE MFG 1-CSP-AT-4-RA

Pull Type Orchard Sprayers

CASE IH FARMALL 95¢

40 HP to 99 HP Tractors

i
(I 1\‘

Don't Forge

-

\\_ L. Prayforyour people and your products.
&4/ «Pray for your grounds and your gear.
If you would like prayer support call Kevin 925-765-4849

t to Pray!

D Auction

Integrity

Experience

Hesults

gouldhitchf@aol.com

& Appraisal Co. LLC

661.587.3123

GouldAuction.com

24 CALIFORNIA FARM EQUIPMENT MAGAZINE | JULY 2026

MER SALE!
3 _-.'_._; -

| UM

— ]

2014 CASE IH FARMALL 105V Orchard /

Vineyard Tractors........eeeeeeesusnnnenee $25,000 *

1-888-246-0892

www.nstractor.com

QUALITY EQUIPMENT & SUPERIOR
CUSTOMER SERVICE

*Plus tax, shipping, etc.




FOR SALE
10-1/2" hydraulic disc $1,850.00
Rears Mower $6,200.00
3 PT. Equipment
3 blade ridger $2,250.00
3 shank ripper $2,000.00
12 ft. spring tooth with harrow ...........$1,000.00

Call John
Leave message or text (209) 988-8440

O 863 B59-1335
F: B&3 531-3799

{\Tﬁi X Keep Farmers:
in Business.
Crop Disaster !
Recovery %

GRANTS - PROGRAMS - APPEALS BO1 HWY 27 North

E:+ !e E%) ,4 50# Lake Placid, FL 33852

Founder | CO0 | MBA Accounting '

kiott@cropdisasterrecovery.com M -~

Robert Saik

Founder & CEDQ
] : Learn More

PRODUC T‘W
EMERY, UT 84522

Phone (435) 286-2222
Toll Free (B00) B46-2817
Cell (£35) T49-0168
Fax (435) 286-2322
Emafl msst@lvearth.com

Russell D. Taylor MBA

www.livearth.com

Reach thousands of ag buyers —
Place your ad at 559-627-2182

JULY 2026

4: Independence Day: The U.S. Forest Service Recreation fee-
free day. For more information visit www.fs.usda.gov/visit/
passes-permits.

15-26:“The Biggest Little Fair Anywhere!” The Fair opened in
1946 and was first known as the San Luis Obispo County Fair.
The California Mid-State Fair, held annually in Paso Robles, is
a vibrant celebration of the region’s rich agricultural heritage
and a beloved community tradition. Spanning twelve days in
July, the fairgrounds come alive with an array of activities and
attractions that cater to all ages. From thrilling carnival rides
to captivating live entertainment, the fair offers a diverse line-
up of events that showcase the best of local culture, talent,
and craftsmanship. For more info: www.midstatefair.com/fair/

17-August 2: California State Fair - Rides, live concerts,
strolling performing acts, yep, it's all back for another year of
good times! Sacramento, CA. For more information: https://
castatefair.com/

SEPTEMBER 2026

17: Constitution Day: The U.S. Forest Service Recreation fee-
free day. For more information visit www.fs.usda.gov/visit/
passes-permits.

26: National Public Lands Day: The U.S. Forest Service Recre-
ation fee-free day. For more information visit www.fs.usda.
gov/visit/passes-permits.

OCTOBER 2026

3: Cow Palace Annual Women of Rodeo performance, and
enjoy an action-packed night of the fastest growing wom-
en’s sport in the Nation! Daly City.

9-10: Cow Palace Grand National Rodeo & Livestock Show-
Daly City. Annual Grand National Rodeo. Come see these
high-energy rodeo competitions complemented by come-
dy, music and jaw-dropping performances, including trick
riding.

27:Theodore Roosevelt’s Birthday: The U.S. Forest Service
Recreation fee-free day. For more information visit www.
fs.usda.gov/visit/passes-permits.

NOVEMBER 2026

11: Veterans Day: The U.S. Forest Service Recreation fee-free
day. For more information visit www.fs.usda.gov/visit/pass-
es-permits.

To list your special event in California Farm Equipment send
details to CFEM, PO Box 1128, Visalia, CA. 93279. or email to:
info@cfemag.com.
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USDA Launches 5125 Million Annual
Investment to Modernize Ag Research

Facilities

Secretary of Agriculture Brooke L.
Rollins announced a major new in-
vestment to modernize agricultural
research facilities across the United
States. Joined by Secretary of Educa-
tion Linda McMahon, she opened the
FY 2026 funding opportunity for the
Research Facilities Act Program, sup-
ported by $125 million in annual fund-
ing made possible through President
Trump’s Working Families Tax Cuts.
The goal is to address decades of de-
ferred maintenance at Land-grant Uni-
versities and ensure researchers have
the modern tools and spaces need-
ed to support American agriculture.

Rollins said that a nation must be
able to feed itself to remain secure,
and many universities have been
working in outdated buildings that
limit their ability to conduct world-
class research. She emphasized that
this investment will help protect the
strength of U.S. agriculture and sup-
port the farmers and ranchers who
rely on innovation to stay competitive.

Secretary McMahon highlighted the
long history of Land-grant Universi-
ties in driving agricultural progress.
She noted that these institutions have
shaped the nation’s food and farm-
ing systems through scientific break-
throughs, new technologies, and
generations of trained professionals.
She said the new funding ensures
these universities can continue lead-
ing in research and competitiveness.

USDA Chief Scientist Dr. Scott
Hutchins said the program will help
ensure future research is conduct-
ed in modern, well-equipped facili-
ties capable of addressing emerg-
ing challenges. He described the
program as a win for both Ameri-
can agriculture and the next gen-
eration of scientists and producers.

The National Institute of Food and Ag-
riculture will administer the competitive
funding process. Projects may include
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renovations, expansions, or new con-
struction that strengthen research ca-
pacity. Applicants must provide a dol-
lar-for-dollar non-federal cash match,
and each eligible institution may re-
ceive funding for only one project at
a time. Funding is available at four
levels, ranging from planning grants
to large-scale research complexes.

NIFA Director Dr. Jaye L. Hamby
said the investment reaffirms US-
DA's long-standing partnership with
Land-grant Universities and will help
move research from the lab to the
marketplace and the field. She said
the improvements will support farm-
ers, ranchers, and producers by ac-
celerating innovation and strength-
ening the nation’s food supply.

This funding marks one of the larg-
est federal commitments to agricul-
tural research facilities in decades.
Many universities say the investment
comes at a critical time as research
demands continue to grow. Updated
facilities will help scientists respond
more quickly to issues like drought,
pests, and shifting markets. Universi-
ty leaders noted that modern labs are
essential for training future experts
and attracting top research talent.

The program also encourages col-
laboration with local industry to max-
imize the impact of each project.
USDA officials said the upgrades will
support rural communities that rely
on research partnerships and help
create new opportunities for stu-
dents pursuing agricultural careers.
The matching requirement ensures
that states and local partners re-
main invested in long-term success.

With the application window now
open, universities across the country
are preparing proposals. The dead-
line for submissions is July 17, 2026,
and additional information is available
on the Research Facilities Act Pro-
gram page on the NIFA website.

Stop By and See Your Local

New Holland Dealer Today!

FAIRFIELD
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
707-425-9545

FRESNO
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
559-485-9090

KING CITY
COASTAL TRACTOR CO.
831-385-5401

MADERA
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
(Kuckenbecker Tractor)
559-674-2496

MERCED
N&S TRACTOR CO.
209-383-5888

MODESTO
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
209-538-0911

NEWMAN
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
209-862-3760

PASO ROBLES
COASTAL TRACTOR CO.
805-239-5772

RIO VISTA
DOLK TRACTOR CO.
707-374-6438

SALINAS
COASTAL TRACTOR CO.
831-757-4101

SANTA ROSA
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
707-586-1790

STOCKTON
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
209-948-5401

STRATFORD
N&S TRACTOR CO.
559-947-3301

TULARE
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
559-686-0054

TURLOCK
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
209-632-3931

UKIAH
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
707-468-5880

Solutions for a changing world!




INFRODUCING

WORKMASTER PLUS

{-

Work made easy — now with a PLUS.

All-new WORKMASTER™ PLUS utility tractors deliver the outstanding performance and value your
operation demands. It all adds up to make your work easier.

e PLUS adds power: 90to 117 gross HP married to e PLUS adds comfort: Climate-controlled cab is
aproven 12x12 electronic power shuttle put nearly designed with ergonomic controls and an air ride seat.

any job within reach. .
e PLUS adds versatility: Integrated loader delivers

e PLUS adds value: Sharing DMA with our premium quick response, exceptional visibility and precise
PowerStar™ line means advanced technology—like control, supported by 21-gpm hydraulic flow and a
Dynamic Start-Stop "Brake to Clutch” and integrated heavy-duty front axle.

telematics features—in a capable, value-focused package.

See all the ways a WORKMASTER PLUS makes work easier. S? NEw HOLLAND

Stop in taday or visit newholland.com to learn more.
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ag Directory

Auctions/Appraisals

Gould Auction
.............................. www.gouldauction.com

Mulrooney Auction
.................... www.mulrooneyauction.com

Taylor Ag Equipment Appraisals
www.linkedin.com/in/david-g-taylor-
b4226a19

Equipment
Agco Corporation

WWW.agcocorp.com
American Loan Masters

....................... www. pjtrailers.com/stores/
american-loan-masters/

Bobcat Central
............................. www.bobcatcentral.com

Case Corporation
www.caseih.com

Coastal Tractor Company
.............................. www.coastaltractor.com

Dolk Tractor Company
................ www.dolktractorcompany.com

Donahue Corporation
......................... www.donahuetrailers.com

Empire Agriculture
www.empireag.com

Exeter Mercantile
....................... www.exetermercantile.com

Garton Tractor Inc
.............................. www.gartontractor.com

Grasshopper
.................. www.grasshoppermower.com

Hanford Equipment Company
.............. www.hanfordequipmentco.com

Kubota Corporation
www.kubotausa.com

LAFORGE Systems Inc
............................... www.laforgegroup.com

Lane Tractor Sales Inc
................................... www.lanetractor.com

Linder Equipment
....................... www.linderequipment.com

Live Earth
www.livearth.com

Massey Ferguson
.......... www.masseyferguson.com/en_us

N & S Tractor............ www.nstractor.com

New Holland
agriculture.newholland.com/en-us/nar

Ag Internet Directory
Pacific Ag Rentals
......................... www.pacificagrentals.com

Peltzer Enterprises Inc
..................... www.peltzerenterprises.com

Pioneer Equipment
................... www.pioneerequipment.com

Plantel Nurseries
......................... www.plantelnurseries.com

Powerland Equipment
............. www.powerlandequipment.com

Presision Air Systems Inc
.................. WWW.precisionairsystems.com

Quality Machinery

quality-mc.com

Quinn Company
.......................... www.quinncompany.com

Rubicon Equipment
................... www.rubiconequipment.com

San Joaquin Tractor
..................... www.sanjoaquintractor.com

Sonsray Machinery
.................... www.sonsraymachinery.com

South Kern Machinery
........................... www.kernmachinery.com

Tractor City Inc
.............................. www.tractorcityinc.com

Trailer Superstore
........................ www.pjtrailers.com/stores/
trailer-super-store/

Valley Forklift Inc
................................ www.valleyforklift.com

Valley Tractor
................................ www.valleytractor.com

Wilkinson International
............ www.wilkinsoninternational.com

Manufacturers

Mcllroy Equipment
.................... www.mcilroyequipment.com

Nikkel Iron Works
......................... www.nikkelironworks.com

Smith Welding & Machine Shop
................... www.smithweldingshop.com

Farm Shows
Antique Farm Show
....................... www.antiquefarmshow.org

Colusa Farm Show
................... www.colusafairgrounds.com/
colusa-farm-show/

World Ag Expo
............................. www.worldagexpo.com/

Federal Government
Army Corps of Engineers
................... www.nwpl.sec.usace.army.mil

Bureau of Land Management
www.blm.gov

Farm Service Agency
www.fsa.usda.gov

National Weather Service
www.weather.gov/

Organizations

Almond Board of California
www.almonds.com

California Assn. of Winegrape Growers
WWW.Cawg.org

California Cattlemen’s Association
................................. www.calcattlemen.org

California Dairy Research Foundation
www.cdrf.org

California Farmland Trust
www.cafarmtrust.org

California Poulty Federation
www.cpif.org

California Raisins
www.calraisins.org

California Rangeland Trust
............................. www.rangelandtrust.org

California Strawberries
.............. www.californiastrawberries.com

Associated Equipment Distributors
www.aednet.org/

Real Estate
Valley Real Estate
www.valleyre.net

State Government
Department of Agriculture
www.usda.gov

Department of Conservation
WWW.CONSIV.Ca.gov

Department of Food and Agriculture
www.cdfa.ca.gov

Department of Pesticide Regulation
www.cdpr.ca.gov

Department of Water Resources
................................. www.dwr.water.ca.gov

Syntentic Grass
Synthetic Grass Solutions
www.SGSfresno.com

Weather
National Weather Service
www.weather.gov/

If you would like to have your website listed here contact us at:

Website: californiafarmequipment.com

28 CALIFORNIA FARM EQUIPMENT MAGAZINE | JULY 2026

Telephone: (559) 627-2182

E-mail: info@cfemag.com



CALIFORNIA FARM EQUIPMENT ~ SUBSCRIBE

* PRINT SUBSCRIPTION OPTIONS

Supporting the Agriculture Industry O Annual Subscription — $18
for over 40 Years 12 issues delivered monthly

[ 3-Year Subscription — $36
36 issues delivered monthly (One year free)

INTERNATIONAL SUBSCRIBERS: (559) 627-2182

California Farm Equipment (CFEM) delivers
monthly coverage of the agriculture world,
including:

« Equipment for sale — small to large SUBSCRIBER INFORMATION

+ New product releases First Name
+ Research & technology updates Last Name
+ Agribusiness news
: Address
+ Monthly editorial features
City
Choose print delivery to your mailbox or recieve State Zip
the digiral edition in your inbox each month.
Email

BILLING INFORMATION
Card Details [ Visa 0 MasterCard [0 American Express

Cardholder Name: Account Number:
Address: Expiration Date: CVV:
City: State: Zip:

% FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION *
Delivered to your inbox monthly.

First Name Last Name

Email

www.cfemag.com | info@cfemag.com
Mail form to: CFEM - P.O. Box 1128 - Visalia, CA 93279 or email to info@cfemag.com

CALIFORNIA FARM EQUIPMENT MAGAZINE - SUBSCRIPTION FORM

JULY EDITION « CELEBRATING AMERICAN AGRICULTURE
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Registration open for 2026 California
Agritourism Summit Sept. 23-25

Last year's summit brought attendees to San Diego County. Now, attendees will get to
visit San Luis Obispo. Photo courtesy of Rachael Callahan

By Caroline D Champlin

Paso Robles, known for its
wine, olive oils and oak-studded
landscapes, is a natural fit to host
the 2026 California Agritourism
Summit, organized by the UC Sus-
tainable Agriculture Research and
Education Program. From Sept.
23-25, San Luis Obispo County will
become a statewide hub for agri-
tourism learning and collaboration.

Keynotes, panels and breakout
sessions will offer tools to strength-
en agritourism in California, while
farm tours will give attendees direct
insight from operators. Event or-
ganizer Rachael Callahan said the
tours highlight the region’s diver-
sity, from an urban farm to a large
cattle ranch to an indoor mushroom
facility.

The program serves agritourism
operators, policymakers, regulators
and tourism professionals. Growers
can explore sessions on emergen-
cy preparedness and accessing
capital, while tourism leaders can
learn strategies for attracting agri-
tourism to their regions. Network-
ing sessions hosted by California
Grown will bring all stakeholders
together to enjoy the state’s agri-
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cultural bounty.

A recent state law streamlining
permits for low-impact camping has
energized the industry, especially
for growers interested in hosting
visitors. Callahan hopes the legisla-
tion sparks new ideas and opportu-
nities for agritourism growth.

Karen Ross, Secretary of the
California Department of Food and
Agriculture, emphasized agritour-
ism’s role in strengthening farming
communities and helping visitors
connect with the people who grow
their food.

Lynette Sonne, founder of
FARMstead ED and a summit
partner, welcomed the event to her
home county, noting the chance to
explore urban farms, family ranch-
es and hand-crafted goods shaped
by “seasons, sweat and tradition.”

Growers interested in adding
agritourism to their operations can
visit the California Agritourism web-
site for resources and workshop
information. The summit is orga-
nized by UC SAREP with support
from California Grown, FARMstead
ED/SLO County Farm Trail, GO-Biz
and Siskiyou Economic Develop-
ment.

See Your Local
Case IH Dealer
Today!

BAKERSFIELD
Sonsray Machinery
661-327-1641

FIVE POINTS
Sonsray Machinery
559-884-2431

FRESNO
Sonsray Machinery
559-834-2277

SALINAS
Sonsray Machinery
831-240-0378

STOCKTON
N&S Tractor Co.
209-944-5500

STRATFORD
N&S Tractor Co.
559-947-3301

TULARE
Linder Equipment Co
559-685-5000

WILLOWS
N&S Tractor Co.
530-934-3382

WOODLAND
Wilkinson International
530-662-7373




THE NEW FARMALL
MEDIUM UTILITY C SERIES

FULL POWER. FULL COMFORT. FULL FEATURES.

H fo you Build on the hard-working perfon

mabl™ Med

vl Tha laaar
ce of The legen

im Utility © Serses? You start by updating the styl

WpSIZing features like the front axle. hydrs 1l PR, gIOSS vkl ight, and rar Iitt Capac ity. Those deluwom util I,g, traciors of

12-5p
Inader work, For added comfort and a better driving experience, you pe
and soft-start FTO, Want maone pro

I1S0BUS compatibbe impleme

eed Power Shuttle and 24-spead Hi-Lo transmissions — 50 you're more than equipped to tackle livestock duties, hay operations, and

updated controds, greater visibility, ActiveCluteh 1™ brake to clutch,

sing tech? The new model versions offer factory-installed track-and-trace fleet mansgement anc

For more information visit caseih.com or contact your local Case IH dealer.
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SUMMER DEALS!

Compressor-Welder-Generators

¢ Industrial grade gas or diesel engine

e Industrial grade welder/generator

¢ Heavy duty industrial compressor pump
e Belt guard after cooler

e Battery mounted and wired

e Electric start engine

e Vibration pads

» Stainless steel flex lines Reciprocating
¢ Automatic tank drain Generator

¢ Freight pre-paid in lower 48 states and southern Canada

Rotary Screw

Compressor * Welder « Generator

Give us a call. We can help you find the equipment to meet your
needs, no matter how big, small, or rugged the job may be.

JACOB “JAKE” DUNCAN

jduncan@precisionairsystems.com

661.631.2295 Toll Free 866.270.5520 omean@prasicionairsystems.com




