




























You can feel free to tackle the Challenge Words with the child on an 
as needed basis as they appear in the text. You can also treat them as 
traditional sight words, presented for memorization, or so use them as an 
opportunity for short lessons or discussions (suggestions for lessons for each 
level are included in this guidebook), Again, if you are inclined to review 
these words with the child before reading, you have two options:

Word Lists Bookmark: The Challenge Words List for each level is featured 
on the back side of the Words List Bookmark. The Challenge Words are 
not listed progressively; They are grouped by the phonetic element, 
variation, or rule they highlight.

Challenge Words Cards: You can download Six Pals - Challenge Word 
Cards from our A - Z PDF Library. The back of each card is color-coded 
to the Six Pals book color with the chapter number and the challenge 
that the word demonstrates so that you can introduce them chapter by 
chapter or challenge by challenge.



Please note that if you really feel like delving into lessons, the aqua, blue, and 
gold levels also include extension cards and worksheets in the Challenge 
Words Cards pdf. These extension exercises are outlined in the  suggested 
lessons included in this guidebook.



run jog sprint hurry dash 
hightail scurry scamper 
zoom skitter hotfoot rush 

good magnificent cool 
awesome phenomenal 
great top-notch sublime 
splendid astonishing





Character Chart

Another way to encourage engagement with the text and check in on 
comprehension and detail retention is with our Character Chart (available as 
a download in our A - Z PDF Library). This multi-page chart features portraits 
of the main characters and lines below to add details about each. A child 
can track character traits (age, interests, etc.), actions taken, or activities 
participated in that stood out to them throughout their reading. Additionally, 
portraits of minor characters are provided with a sheet to paste their picture 
and lines below to track their traits.

This chart may also be helpful as a refresher for jumping back into the story 
after time spent working on the next level of the Waseca Reading Program.







































































































































































trestle
thistle
hustle
bustle
nestles
jostle
rustling
depot
subtle
doubt
halves 
solemnly

dead
bread
spreads

couple
trouble
double

vulnerable
delightful
rightful

fruits
cruises

heights

shoulder

guys

inaudible
pauses
saunters
taunts
haughtily

Carolina
narrow
wary

warble 
dwarfed

ensemble
muscles
break
laughs
view
tongue
canoes
sorry











































CODING KEY & SAMPLES

Color: The color of a word, or element of a word, corresponds to the color 
level of the Waseca Reading Program where it is introduced. Black indicates 
that the phonetic element was not addressed in the Waseca Reading 
Program. (These elements are covered in the Challenge Words level by level 
as they appear.)

Bold: A bolded word is one that appears in the cards or phonogram booklets 
of the Waseca Reading Program.

Italic: An italicized word is a sight word in the Waseca Reading Program 
Workbooks.

Underlined: A word, or portion of a word, that is underlined indicates that it is 
decodable because that phonetic element was addressed in the Waseca 
Reading Program materials. 

Here is an example of a coded sentence from Chapter 1, The Six, in the red 
book:

She has a dog and a rabbit.

• She, has, a, and and are italicized because they are sight words from 
the red Waseca Reading Program Workbooks.  

• dog is bold and red because it is a word presented in the red level of 
the Waseca Reading Program.

• rabbit is red and underlined because it is decodable after work with red 
in the Waseca Reading Program. Rabbit is a multisyllabic c-v-c word, so 
it is one of the Challenge Words for red. 



To push it a little further, here is an example of a coded sentence from 
Chapter 2, Trust, in the yellow book: 

Viv just plucks some grass and tosses it in the wind.

• Viv, it, and in are red and underlined because a child can decode 
these words after works with the red level of the Waseca Reading 
Program.

• just, grass, tosses, and wind, are bold because they are words 
presented in their respective colors of the Waseca Reading Program 
materials. 

• The -es in tosses is in plain black text because it is an inflectional ending 
(not covered in the Waseca Reading Program, but discussed with the 
yellow Challenge Words of Six Pals).

• plucks is underlined because each of its phonetic elements are 
covered by the corresponding color in the Waseca Reading Program 

pl = beginning l blend in orange

u as a short u in red

ck as a consonant digraph of yellow

• some, and, and the are italicized because they are sight words from the 
Waseca Reading Program Workbooks of their respective colors. 






















